INTRODUCTION

| te Staced in eanml torma. the rouctﬁ.ng essny
eontrn around siwmilazity snd M:‘ roh.ﬁ.on to, our

language, The mb.jcct has mm-rouo di.atnuonl‘ V.
ars aot mwnm of tmt. Bowwnr-. our mlys:u.
n.edhu to ny. ‘does not cover all of thu. Noxr. was
it ever intondod to do s0s That wty. thc esaay is
clearly inexhaustfive, Qn_ouxq we :m-ny have asplired
te luko it .C:hnu-tavaf ‘The essay confines ituif. as

1t nust, to & restrictsd arcsi its conclusion is

" madnly 'tmsroxa 'Y

( i) that stmilarity is a hanse and uniqut '
roht&on. not fully mzynbu in terms
of it eomto. 1.0, 1¢qnti.ty.a

snd (2) thet, further, on similarity depends the
intelligibility of our languege, ta be
ifwhﬁ a most significant part of it,

_ These conclusions, howvever; de not make any clainm
to ubody "‘n‘nw truths discovered by uss The ﬁﬁthq; an
- *g.xiu‘m!. way and mbninhti'ullj; hava nlmdy baen
knm to philolaphy. Whnt we have tﬁod to &0 is ud.nly
to romlyu, vnonphuzu and revonfiym thems: and this
endeavour', if Ve may &y 8o, has not perhaps been alto-

gother without any newness sbout &8 it,

™
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z. Bizt how is. ul thh. 1.¢. thc pro,joetad o
i .r.aualys:ln m-wphnaiu and roaonfi.muﬁcn voz-th
i 1¢? The following is the snswer,
| sammity. undeniably. has @ fundamental p:.ac. o
4n our t:mught mﬂ Imguagu. 'vos thore is noth:lug
. more basia ta our thunght and langungc than ouy ‘
. .eense o!‘ tmz.arity“. saye Qumt.‘. Yot, \mhappily' ‘
= the mtion ie far frm a.'l.ent, There, !.m!ted. ias n
;eonumombu dtgru ot ebmunty about i, To qnato
3 _Qﬁint once sgain, "The dubi.on.mn of thia notion
‘is. itseif a ﬂmﬁﬁu taot»‘! : fssr; vhttmr anxlysis
. happens: t&- mid sny degree of olarisy te the -n’bﬁian -
B ,°f nmuﬂ.ty has an undmnbu phuonph:teaz vu!;ut -
': | _of dts own, zun't phn.ouophy, among othor th:lngu ™
.nxm’uuo attesmpt to think cacavzyz B
m auceou in uhuving thc elux-s.ty as ramdn
similavity (b»auu of its buic cmmtor) wiu.
| An turn, tend !.nwitably to iuunimt'e umny othu'
. matters, ve. mean thoae which pmsuppou sinilarity

oy _zmolvo mtcram. M_ it in some ot*hor senges,

% Vide Ontological Reletivi nd Other
‘Columbia University m-uuu, Kcit ,ork mﬁ
S !.ondon. 1969. p.ué. C ,
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= mmewc'rmn : | -
' Tekie firet the basic fiﬁt'ﬁf“éﬁhﬁ&ﬂiéﬁtién.:u
 thet we telk about things and individuals, This ~
- von:!.d havc bun tota.ny :l.-po-sibh ﬂithoat a:!.miia-
rity. Sm:tarity imy :tn fact, one of the minimam
prccmuiena of it. “wor).d wast o:hi.bi.t similaris
| tioks ses If overything wers unlike anything else",
. lay. muti.n; “th.r- ml.a bu ncthi.ng to ;ay."3
| simmnty waken poutblq the uss’ of a vard.. In
- !’aetg the ﬂty 3.uming of :u:. The forwier premgpa-
ses phnnntic :in&lntity b.tu-un the present utter- |

e ancb of a wm and i"h! paat uttaranen of it3 tha
 1etter mquiran thlﬁ ths d:lf‘t’qrnnt eciroumstances in

which the seme word is used mae be’ qhunr," SRR

Al‘ao. -murlty.- mng ethor thinga,- expleine’

o snauertmn. ror, ”evary renonublo mecht&on* .tnyl

Qni.:w. 'd-pendu on reumblanct of aimumntancw,
’ tagotm utth our . tendonay to -xpcct siniiar cauaaa
| to have similar effects.®

‘ In the uama ugy. awtmmy is :l.nbuut in mber

3’@ EL... ars , Oxfoxd B‘nivmity

b %&a s and Othes
olumbiw Wn&v‘rsity Pm&:. ﬂaw !ork sud
. Londeny’ 9«.‘!17» :
3’ Ibide’
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g ot thingav. | Ose in the Elbnc"o‘p:tﬂ of mezsurement ,
. '4n certain figurative uses of languege, iz the
;iigoémti;an of ideas,. and so en.6
s ?Notvithstandins au. 'i’l;!.a,. :-Itudy of qMIaﬂ.ty;
- on its .dw’n..;coéuhti o {ta relation to language as
& part of that, does not appear to have ncc'upi.,od:"
. philosujhers to the e#tqntj 1t should have. "The
:f‘prop.xf; ‘nnulysia: of the concept of ranambla,nco!?'-,- EY: ]
s f\rixﬂi-ﬁghﬁl‘:" observed by 0'Conner, "is of sone -
importence for philosophy .toir ad§0r51 reasons, but
ii.t has not received from 'bhnoséphers' attention
| proportiomtu to its. Mportmo.“7 The patt:l.cuhr '
arsa of ph:llosophy which, :&n actna.lity. has d.vn- |
i loped around the oonccpt of s:lmi.’mrity, seens rsn.l.ly
; tp cxhib:lt. if one may say so, & degrae of peounar '
imbalance 3 th_e majoxr part of it scems, :i.a faot,v to
j have beon ocgup:téd by what may be called th@ pr?bzm
5 z'e"l_ut'inz to the "o':pimtion oi’ similaxity, t.o.f' the
'various theories about universals and those denying'
 their existence. No one donies the philosophical
mﬁortam:;e of tﬁan theories, But, incidentalliy, they

6 ]Q,do "On Rtumblamc'
viseot oan Sccisty




INTROBUCTLON ‘ 9

have, amang.othar things, cemé to obsoure the siudy
of similarity as such, And this unfortunate tragedy
is alﬁé not a matter to be ignored. Now, it is im
:;thia'backgrﬂund'ﬁhat our analysis below assumes the
K*value it may claim for ikself, o
3e My iﬁdebtadneas to Mr M, Chﬁkravmrty, ny
toacher, from whom X heve learnt whatever littie I
know 4n my subject and under whose aupervis&cn this
essay has boen completed, cannot Lo stated in lone
guage. I do not know whether this essay, in its pre-
sent form, would satisfy the standard ﬁe héd althreugh
beon relentlessly inaisﬁing»oﬁ. 1 am deeply 1lndebted
to Mrs Manjulike Ghosh, another teacher of mine, Who,
as my additional supervisor {after Mo, Ghaﬁravar%y
left this University to Join iyderabed Canﬁn&l Uni-
versity in Omﬁ@ber‘SG) has helpod me by meny value
able qu&geauisns, Fnrthcv I record my debt of grati-
tade Prﬁf. Liewslyn Tor his most valuable eviticisms
in the light of which cexrtaoin moriions of this dissere
vtation have been revigsed, |
I am grateful to the Univeramity of Norih Denéal

for having fely kindly granted me research Fellowe



SIMILARITY AND LANQUAGE : 10

ship for more than four years now and to the Goverae
ment of West Bengrl for having sanctiomed me leave
for the same period, Ia this comnection, I weuld
record my deepest sense of personal gratitude bo
Mr J.C.Chatterjee, haaé‘of the ﬁavernﬁant depariment
to which I am still attached, for his censtant 4
4help,‘affectiou and encouragement,

Finnlly, T thank the Libmi»mn, North Beugal Unie-
versity Library and the Librarian, Nationad Library,
Caloutta, I thank also the Librariens of Iresidency

College and Vivekananda College, Calcutita,



