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Table 4.1: Profile of Jute Manufacturing Industry in 
Ban2:ladesh I 1965-66 to 1978-79) 

No. of No. oflooms No. oflooms No. of spindles No. of workers 
Year 

Mills installed . (operating) worked (permanent) 
(a) (a) (.000'1 (a} -(.000'1 tal 

1965-66 23 13330 11868 178 80 
1966-67 29 14603 13073 201 100 
1967-68 34 18255 16927 258 110 
1968-69 47 20573 18358 293 150 
1969-70 55 21453 20631 302 175 
1970-71 68 23781 18137 290 170 
1971-72 68 23836 15188 250 153 
1972-73 73 24184 19933 300 162 
1973-74 73 23709 19334 N.A. 150 
1974-75 77 24651 17565 N.A. 142 
1975-76 77 25679 20271 N.A. 131 
1976-77 77 25679 20261 N.A. 132 
1977-78 77 25679 22168 346 135 
1978-79 77 26034 20493 N.A. 142 

Source: Government of Bangladesh, 1980. 

The following table 4.2 represents countries production of jute goods 

in the country in comparison to export, internal consumption and stock. 

Total production and internal consumption began to decrease after liberation 

due to instability prevailing all around. From 1976-77 it began to regain its 

position gradually. 

Table 4.2: Production of Jute Goods Compared with the Trends in Export, 
c t' d s k onsump1 ton an toe 

Total Export Internal 
Stock at 

Year Production Overseas Consumption Beginning of End of the 
the season season 

1955-56 130 85 40 13 11 
1956-57 145 81 57 14 21 
1957-58 158 104 57 18 15 
1958-59 203 131 55 14 25 
1959-60 256 197 51 24 32 
1960-61 249 203 48 31 29 
1961-62 271 216 57 28 26 
1962-63 298 219 65 24 38 
1963-64 331 250 69 35 47 
1964-65 289 222 69 47 49 
1965-66 410 316 71 49 71 
1966-67 404 347 68 71 61 
1967-68 509 422 74 61 73 
1968-69 507 452 66 73 62 
1969-70 561 496 63 62 63 
1970-71 440 377 56 63 70 
1971-72 315 238 45 70 102 
1972-73 446 418 30 102 101 
1973-74 500 436 28 101 114 
1974-75 444 368 45 114 127 
1975-76 478 455 40 127 117 
1976-77 490 462 34 117 96 
1977-78 546 522 45 96 61 
1978-79 501 455 38 61 49 

Source: Government of Bangladesh, 1980. 
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There was a serious trouble in the Karnaphuli Complex on 5.2.1972, 

when 1200 to 1300 previous retrenched workers went to the mill and they 

went to a confrontation with the job seekers and those who have already 

appointed in their post (Ahmad, 1978: 102). 

A joint statement was issued by Qazi Zafar Ahmad and Haider Akbar 

Khan (Rona) President and Secretary respectively of Bangladesh Sramik 

Federation using the Government to take necessary steps immediately to 

reopen all mills and factories in Tongi area and also to provide relief 

materials to the workers for their rehabilitation in th.e second week of 

February, 1972. On the reopening of Bawa Jute Mills Labour on the 24th 

February, 1972, Labour Minister of Peoples Republic of Bangladesh Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Chowdhury said in his inaugural speech at the reopening of 

Bawa Jute Mills in February 24, 1972 that the Government would declare 

the policy of industrial workers very soon. This was followed by a public 

meeting held at Paltan maidan in the last week of February, 1972 addressed 

by Qazi Zafar Ahmad. Mr. Ahmad urged the Government to give 80% of the 

profit of industries to workers, 10% to the management and keep the 

remaining 10% for itself (Ahmed, 1978:102). 

Being a leftist leader (Pro-Peaking) the above-mentioned demands of 

Ahmad are quite appropriate when the Government was leading towards 

socialistic pattern of the economy. But the demand was too much optimistic 

and early too. Socialism cannot be achieved over night. Not· only the 

opposition but also the Government was stepping hastily without experience 

and not considering internal as well as global political situation of that time. 

In this situation the most elderly mass leader Maulana Abdul Hamid 

Khan Bhashani issued a statement that many workers who joined their 

duties after war of liberation were not getting their arrears because banks 

were not advancing loans to keep the mills running and to purchase raw 

material and spares. So he urged the Government to take positive steps to 

resolve the crises. Similarly Mr. Oli Ahad, General Secretary Bangla Jatiya 

League appealed to the Government to arrange for arrear salaries to all 

workers both in public and private sectors as well for the entire period of 

nine months. Moreover clashes spread out among rival trade unions in the 

Tongi industrial areas repeatedly. Rowdism, specially in Monnu Textile Mills, 

Meghna Textile Mills, Nishat Jute Mills became a regular phenomena as a 

result of inter-union rivalry between Jatio Sramik League (JSL) and 

Bangladesh Sramik Federation (BSF) (Ahmad, 1978: 102-103). 














































































































































































































































