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. ' INTRODUCTION,

(T vanslated from oviginal Hindi.)

R

The Cawnpore Congress Committee had requested the Provincial
Congress Committee to invite the Congress to meet at Cawnpore in
1925.

On the 28th December 1924, just after the close of the Belgaum
Session, the All India Congress Committee decided to accept the invita-
tion of the United Provinces to hold the nextsession of the Indian
National Congress at Cawnpore. Shortly after, a Provisional Recep-
tion Committee was formed by the Provincial Congress Committee,
and work started.

The Reception Committee had from the beginning to face unfore-
seen difficulties in securing a suitable site for holding the Congress
and our first choice. fell on. what is known as the Sisamau site—a big
area under the Improvement Trust; but in view of its proximity to
a dumping ground and the difficulties of obtaining a good water supply,
it was abandoned. Efforts were then made to secure several other
places which would have been suitable for our purposes but we were
unsuccessful on account of the obstacles that were thrown in our way
by the Government authorities. Ultimately we secured possession of
the site on which the Congress was held, by paying heavy compensa-
tion to the tenants of the Improvement Trust. But here again, untor-
tunately, a difficult situation was created by the Improvement Trust
by its objecting to our holding the Congress on this site on account of
the oppositieon of the Eurcpean members including the District
Magistrate. Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru was then approached by
the Chairman of the Reception Committee for legal opinion. Accord-
ing to him we were legally entitled to use the land for our
purposes withodt the intervention of the Trust. This opinion, coupled
with our determination to hold the Congress on this site, as well
as the sympathetic attitude of the Chairman of the Trust,
Rai Bahadur Babu Anand Swaroop, helped us all finally to secure
the site and hold the Congress session there. In this connection we
deem it our- duty to mention that while a number of influential
Buropeans opposed the holding of the Congress on this site, there were
several others residing in the neighbourhood who openly came forward
and said that they had no such objection.

Another shock came in the last week of September 1925, when
some of our prominent and active workers were arrested in the Kakori
Daeoity case. The arrests cast & gloom over the province and the
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work of the Reception Committee suffered a serious set-back. Fora
time, it appeared as if the Congress would not be allowed to be held
in peace but ultimately most of our friends were released. They came
out unscathed but their absence created a gap in the work, and the
Reception Committee was not able tlll the end to recover the ground
lost in their absence.

The Work of enlisting members of the Reception Committee and
securing donations was impeded and the whole of the province could
not be approached. The elections to Municipal and District Boards
took place throughout the province in the month of December and
they, too, divided the energies of our workers.

The main burden of the session fell upon Cawnpore and gome of
the neighbouring towns. Notwithstanding the slump in business
and lack of enthusiasm for political work, the citizens of Cawnpore
responded admirably to the ¢all of the Congress.

The. Volunteers numbered about 1200, including about 120 lady
volunteers. They had to work hard, especially owing to some unfore-
seen difficulties. They had, in particular, to meet the unexpected distur-
bances created by some of the men who were dissatisfied with the in-
validation by the All India Congress Committee of the delegates’
list submitted by the Ajmer Provincial Congress Committee:  The
thanks of the Reception Committee are due to the Volunteers and to
Dr. Hardikar, the chief organizer of the Hindustani Seva Dal who
helped the Reception Committee in every possible way and worked
untiringly for the success of the session.

The members of the Reception Committee numbered 1287 ; and the
number of delegates who actually attended the session was 2688. Two
thousand free tickets were issued for peasants, sadhus, political sufferers
and members of the suppressed classes. A batch of about 50 persons from
Santhal Parganas and surrcunding hill-tracts travelled on foot to
Cawnpore. They were given free lodging and free visitors’ tickets.

The Swadeshi Exhibition which was O'pencd by Mdhatma Gandhi
attracted a large number of visitors. The c¢hief feature of the
- Exhibition was, of course, khadi in its various forms and aspects. The
exhibits showing the stages of improvement in the texture of khadi
during the last few years were particularly interesting, and the many
varieties of khadi available from different parts of the country filled
with pleasure all those who recognised in that pure article a powerful
instrument for the elevation of the masses of our country. The All
India Spinners’ Association gave us great help in organising the Khadi
Section of the Exhibition, particularly the demonstration of the pro-
duction of fine yarn and the beautiful fabric woven out of it. " Another
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special feature of the Exhibition was its Art Gallery, the success of
which was due solely to Rai Krishan Das of Benares.

Tents were used for accommodating the delegates. They proved
more convenient and comfortable than ordinary huts which are usually
put up at Congress sessions. Some 20 bungalows were rented for
accommodating gentlemen who had previously asked the Receptlon
Committee to make special arrangements for them.

‘The change in the Congress constitution had reduced the delegates’
fee from rupees ten to rupee one only, This reduction came into effect
for the first time at Cawnpore. It is not within our scope to deal with
the question of the delegates® fee but we may point. out that its reduc-
tion to such a low figure will -considerably add to the difficulties of
future Reception Committees.

On behalf of the Reception Committee we take this opportunity to
express our gratitude to all the workers of Cawnpore and other places
of the province. To their zeal and cheerful help was solely due what-
ever measure of success the Reception Commiitee, working against
heavy odds, was able to achieve. The thanks of the Reception Com-
mittee are also due to the Cawnpore Municipal Board which spent
about Rs. 13,000 in keeping Tllak Nagar olean and its surroundings
well watered and lighted. T

GANESH SHANKER VIDYARTHI
SRI KRISHNA DATT PALIWAL
RATFI AHMAD KIDWAI

Secvetaries,

Rece ption Commitice.
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40th Indian National Congress.
Cawnpore Session, December 26, 1925.

—-ﬁm

FIRST DAY.

The Fortieth Annual Session of the Indian National Congress com-~
menced its sittings at Tilaknagar, Oawnpore, in the Congress Pavilion,
on Saturday, the 26th December, 1925 at 2-30 p.m.

Delegateq and visitors began to pour in “from twelvé noon and by
the time the proceedings commenced, the Pavilion which had a sitting
accommodation for fifteen thouqand people, was filled to its utmost
capacity. About a thousand ladies were among the audience.

Preceded by a band of the Hindustani Seva Dal, singing the Bande
Mataram, Mrs. Sar031n1 Naidu, the President-elect, was led to her seat
in a procession composed of Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nerhu,
Maulanas Abul Kalam Azad Mohamad Ah and Shaukat Ali, Dr. Ansari,
Messrs, Kelkar, Murarl Lal Srinivasa Iyengar, Deshpande, San-
tanam andsGirdharilal.

] Among the prominent persons present on the dais were Lala Lajpat
Rai, the Hon. Mr. V. J. Patel, Messrs. Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra
Prasad, Shyam Sundar Chakravarti, Iswar Saran, Mahomad Shafee and
Deep Narayan Smgh Srlmatl Urmila Devi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Dr. Moonje, Dr in, Mr. C. V. 8. Narasimha Raju, Khan
Messrs. Ranga Iyer, T. C. Goswami,
S. 0 . Basu, J. M. Sen-Gupta, A. Rangaswami Iyengar, T. Prakasam and
Abhyankar, Dr Mahmud, Dr; Abdur Rahman and the other members
of the South African Indian Deputation, Mr. Gangadhar Rao
Deshpande, DI\&utherford Rev. Holmes, Miss Slade and Mr. and Mrs.
Huxley.

The proceedmgg were commenced with the singing of ¢ Bande
Mataram >’ sung by a choir of boys to the accompaniment. of music,
followed by patriotic songs sung by Mr. Shamlal Gupta and Prof. V1shnu
Digambar. - ‘

Dr. Murarilal, Ohalrnmn, Receg_t;joziQommiﬁtg@, th HQMmbed thé
r%tzum amla”st che‘erg,wind s ' ’ '

Madam Preqldent ladies and gentlemen The speech I am
going to deliver s mostly an apology for what we have not
been able to do to entertam you who have come here from
distant parts of the country. There will be nothing more than that,
and those who may be expecting, anything ‘more wﬂl I am afrald be :




2 Dr. ABDUR Ramman

disappointed. There is one thing however which I should mention here
and it is this: I say the movement of Non-co-operation which has been
going on in this country for our regeneration is not dead—it has taken
its root. It will sprout up into a mlghty tree and show its resuilts when
the time comes. This is the only way in which this country is going
to attain its salvation. That is what I am going to say. So.you will -
please excuse me when I read my address in Hindustani. '
Dr. Murarllal then read his welcome add1 ess in Hindustani.

Dr. Abdur Rahman leader of the South Afrlcan Indian Deputation,
next presented Mrs. Naidu with a photograph of her own on behalf
of the Indians of South Africa and said:

Madam, ladies and gentlemen : I have been asked by the Indians
of South Africa in their name to present to your President and also Presi-
dent of the South African Indian Congress and the Indian National
Congress, Nairobi, a small photograph of her own~—a very small and in-
significant token. Nevertheless, it is an expression of the love we have -
for one of the greatest women of the world today. (Hear, hear). We can-
not send her something in gold. We cannot give her anything in diamond.
But we want to assure the people of India that her sbns abroad love her
and as a token of that love we ask her to accept this little sketch prepar-
ed by an Indian—Gabriel. Igive ¥ to you, Madam, in the name of the
Indian settlers of South Africa, but we make one condition.,, We have
given you one of the greatest living men in the world—Mahatma
Gandhi. (Hear, hear). He belongs to us. (Hear, hear). We, South Afri-
cans, have given him to you—Mrs. Sarojini Naidu also belongs to us.
(Applause). One of them at least, if not both, will have to go to South
Africa to fight our battle, And if we take the greatest woman of
India away with us we are leaving her photograph so that you ean
look at her face. (Laughter). Ladies and gentlemen, I am not going to
detain you. I know you are awaiting the great presidential address.
I want you, Madam, or shall T say what we call you in South Africa
“ My Auntie ’—to accept this as a token of love-—as the frue expression
of love from the Indians of South Africa, to you. (Applause).

Messages of Sympathy,

The President: In the absence of Dr. Murari Lal, Mr. Girdharilal
will read out the messages of sympathy and support wishing su¥cess to
the Congress. ‘

Mr. Girdharilal read the following messages :—* Deeply ‘Tegret
1nab111ty to be by your s1de owmg to my bereavement Slster, light up

smo_uldermg ashes, purified and strong. ' God willing, under your
tender and womanly care, the nation may grow to a fulness unknown:
at any time orin any’ clime, that can make India’s freedom’s battle-
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a ‘worthy fight for -which my husband cheerfully gave his life and for
which two hundred of cur dear sons are biding their time behind the
prison bars. Dear sister, do not forget them”.—Basanti Devi.

“ May your mission as a poet and ‘as a woman be fulfilled in “this
Congress dlrectlng our love and service tothe real cradle of the people
L ‘where our great Mother’s milk for her children has run dry through
poverty, ignorance, dlsease and dlsunlon, where life is waning and the
hght of joy is nearly extinct. ”~D1/, Tagore.

Forglve unavoidable absence. Wish this’ session every
success. Respectfully and prayerfully submit that pel‘manén‘t
principle and policy should ever be the lode-sta.r of the Oongress and
mational union. Appointment of a committee for’ draftmg Indian
constitution to be considered and adopted in a special session of the
Congress is more opportune and critically necessary. Like to meef
Lord Birkenhead’s challenge and excuse as well as to educate and
mobilise imperfect ideas about soundest constitutional government and
true constitutional liberty into healthy ideals under the presidendy of
the first of the Indian gifted ladies. India and her foreign friends
hopefully looking Yor a constitutional government for India without
which true constitutional liberty and justice and adequate protection
for her children here and abroad is fmpossible. ‘May the great God of us
all grant you the statesmanlike foresight to rise superior to the present
unfortunate embarassing political tendencies to save ourselves and
posterity.”’ —C. Vijiaraghavachariar.

* Let me join with many in offering congratulation to the Congress
on your election as President. Knowing you from chlldhood my, con-
gratulations are based on knowledge and I deem India fortunate in
having as leader one of her own daughters. Any help that I can gwe
is at your service. May the Congress be-guided by you along the path‘-
of Home Rule by the union of all parties to work for India’s freedom A
within her homeland and thus revive her splendid past. May d1v1ne
blessings rest the Congress that all may co-operate to w111 Home
Rule.”'—Dr, Besant.

‘“ Regret unavcidable absence. Trust Cawnpore Congmss will lay
down a policy which will so consolidate national forces as to make the
nation’s demand irresistible.””— B.- Chakvavarii.

‘"Regret cannot proceed. Hearty ‘blessings for success of Con-
gress.” —Sankavacharya.

* Best wishes for success. A real modification constitution to
admit all parties.”’-—Mr, Reza Ali. 7 , N ,

“Wish Congress unqualified success. Hope you succeed. in
uniting all political parties during your regime. Unless whole
India unites, the attainment of Swaraj—all efforts to secure equal
status fer Indians in British Colonies and foreign countries tutlle We
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like you te open Overseas Department. - We emphatically urge Indian
people and Government through you to give unstinted support to South
African Deputatmn South. African Indian question is. also your
question............... ' = Congiess, Nairobi.

“ Wish you success. Hope you do everything possible for the
cause of Hindu-Moslem unity. We appeal whole India to back our
Deputatlon ' —British Indian Association, Prefovie.

*“ Rely on the strong support of your Congress to our deputation:
Desire strongly Hindu-Moslem Unity. Wish success to the Congress.”
Transvaal Indians, Johannesburg. '

5 ‘Other messages received wereé from Srimati Sarala Devi, Messrs.
Rajagopalachari, 8. Satyamurti, Shuaib Qureshi, Khattri, - Bre1v1,
Gopabandhudab, Aney, Jinnah and Saklatvala, Lord blnha and otherq

v Presidenhal Speech. ‘

After these messages were read Mrs. Naidu, amidst scenes of
intense enthusiasm and prolonged and loud cries of ‘' Bande-Mataram,”
** Alla-ho-Akbar and Saro;um Naldu~k1 jai” ascended the rostrum
and spoke as follows :— =~ * .

Friends, I have asked the permission of this great gathermg
to address you in a language that is not ours because today I
have been made the mouthpiece of a nation in struggle, the conso-
 nati ' d"natlon in agofty and the

tion'in sorrow, the” heart be
promise of a nation determined to win freedom at the uttermost sacri-
fice. You have before you in two national tongues and in one foreign
language-something 'of that unkindled fuel of myheart that I have piled
up, awaiting your kindling hands to bring radiance to that dead wood.
¥ou having elected me at so grave an hour of the nation’s history, have
done something that throughout centuries may serve to redeem for one
‘fnoment the shame and degradatlon of your fallen manhood, in giving
‘to a mere woman, the woman who for years and years rocked the ¢radle
’and sung ullaby to that national standard which 1;?9 émblem of
‘your-own regeneration; you-have gone back to the ea t inspiration
that built your civilization and admitted the woman a’co-sharer - and
‘comrade in the secular and spiritual evolution of a people. And though
I-be unworthy and have not in me one single quality that fits me for so
great an honour—even I, weak and unworthy though I be, am of that
‘gpiritual descent- that knows no mortality; I am of that descdnt that
has for mothers the purity of Sita, the courage of Savitri and the faith
of Damayanti and having this for ancestry, the meanest woman be-
comes consecrated, perhaps by tradition, to serve and to succour her
-land o .

. Today WwWE are gathered to gether. under th‘e shadow ofa tragedy.
-Durrng the last forty -years-in city -after city of this great.continent
thé raees of:India . have : gathered _together and sent niessages. of
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hope or mandates of . battle to the -world. Today we are bowed
down with .tragedy. Hundreds of our youngmen are rotting in
prison because they dared to love the country and for that
crime there is no redress today in the law of the land. (Shame,
shame). There are Sikh prisoners—brave men the emblem of ‘whose
faith is the black turban-—unreleased, though they say peace has beér
made. And though -the signatories of that peace have bravely sur-
rendered themselves and  accepted the terms, those who drew up the
terms of that treaty did not realize or fulfil their obligations and the
Sikh prisoners are still rotting in the Northem Jails. (Cries of Shame,
shame’).

Only the other day when the preparation for this great assembly
was being made, how in a moment’s caprice without reason—and no
redason is forthcoming because there is no reason—workers in the United
Provinces were arrested on a most monstrous charge—so monstrous
indeed that it makes one ashamed to think that the bureaucracy is 0
bankrupt of its lies that it has stooped to somethmg tr1v1al and un-
Worthy of Britain as ‘that.

But more than that tragedy of the young and the brave in the
prison, is our sorrow for the brave and dead, whose faces we shall never
see again.  Last year when my leader Mahatma.Gandhi was presid-
ing over tle destlmes of our people there was one by his side—there was
one at hlS elbow-* there was one in his counsel, there was one in his
conﬁdence there was a comrade of hls hope, there was. a sharer in his
struggle——and he is no more Wlth us to day -~ He. Wa‘svgalLed the friend
of the poor—they called him Deshbandhu Chlttara,n;;an Das. In the land
that produced Lord Sri Gouranga, was horn. that man who in his soul
was a worthy incarnation of Chaitanya’s love and Whose whole life was
a mystic rhapsody of sacfifice because. to him to die for. his country
was more than the tragedy of things—and dying on the battle-field —
dymo of the victor's wound—he so loved his people, that soldier on his
death bed——b&g on hlS bed of arrows—he stretched forth his hand to
the enemy andssaid * Here even now make peace though I can carry
the struggle to the utmost end of death, For the peace of my people,
for the prosperity of my nation, I will ‘make peace with you if you be
men enough to make peace with me and mine.’

A?l'd very soon after this king had passed away to the unseen
kingdom'of the next world, there died a patriet of the nation. Long
before you and I were born his voice was thundering against the
heavens saying llberty for my stricken people.” He was one of those
who founded this great Congress over which I have been called upon to

7 preside. today.: And we miss not from our midst but from this world
- _Bir Surendra Nath Baner,;ea and-when we realize that he was-one of the

founders of this great national ideal of dehverance from bondage, we



6 PresipENT Mrs. NaDU
cannot fail to realize that Dechbandhu Chittaranjan Das but confirmed

and completed the dream thdt was. a dream of ‘the Vouth Surendra
Nath BanerJea :

.~ But not. pohtwmns alone, not the soldiers on the battle field alone
will win the liberty of India or raise our prestige in-the eyes of the
world. . While Deshbandhu was fighting for liberty, while Sir Surendra
Nath in his early days was dreaming of liberty, there was a man in
Western India in the sanctuary of his academic seclusion, saying ‘let
the patriots fight for today. I will see that yesterday shines once more
before the world ignorant of the beauty of yesterday,” and so Rama-
krishna Bhandarkar lighted the long-extinguished lamp of Sanskrit
learning and lifted it high above the tumult of the world and showed
to the dazzled Europeans the secrets. of our ancient Vedic civilization,

Others also have died, alas! To them also we offer our most
mournful tribute. But let us remember the highest tribute, the loftiest
memorial that we can offer to our illustrious dead, is to make our lives
a more radiant remembrance of their dreams, their deeds, their hopes
and aspirations and their faitures and achievements,also. How today
shall we raise that memorial, how today shall the living justify,
how today shall the living vindicate and immortalize the dreams, the
aspirations and saerifices of the dead ? Oh my friends, today where
shall I find the language, where shall I find that living fire®*that shall
kindle in your hearts an undying fire of which Basanti Devi has spoken
to you in her message ? How shall I stir your hearts, how shall T light
that flame that cannot die so that your slavery, so that your disunion,
so that all the things that make you hungry and naked and forlorn,
oppressed and battered, shall be burnt in that undying fire? We are
today “a people disorganized. We are today a people bowed down
in the storm of reaction and hatred. Only the other day we were say-
ing ‘Behold ! Liberty is at hand.” Only the other day we said, ‘ Out of
South’Africa there cameé a wizard across the seas’. We saigs ‘Here comes
the magician.” We said, ‘ Here comes the great sorc and by some
magic he shall teach us dehverance ftom bondage’ dnd throughout
the length and breadth of th1s great sorrowmv country went the
magic-fire—that was ‘called *‘ Non-coperation’’, “‘ Non-co-operation
The old saw visions. The young dreamed dreams ; women saw their '
souls lit up:like so many lamps extinguished. " The young men said,
* Let every drop of blood in me become a sacred sacrifice for the liberty
of my people ”’. The old said, *° Oh God ! give us youth again so that we
may live to die for that ideal.” ~ And thousands went to prison.
Thousands took the vow of poverty and the rich became poor and the
poor became hungry and the hungry became corpses, but, we today-
we are.unable to sustain the might  of that doctrine. - We: have not

‘the courage, we have not the nobility, we have not the faith of - our
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fathers to sustain the epic sacrifice.. -And so we are today -in the grip
of despajr, we are today in the grip of hateful reaction which comes
after.a great epoch of life and sacrifice, Howshall we rise out of
that terrible despair ? I said the. other day only, ‘‘In the- battle for
liberty, fear isthe one unforgivable sin.” - And today we are traitors
because we are afraid, we are unpardonably sinful because we know
despair. How shall I raise you out of that despair ? How shall I bring
together the scattered;, demoralized, hostile and conflicting forces of
the Indian people ?

Oh my brothers ! if today you are to realise that your brethren in
South Africa are threatened with extermination because the rulers of
that land say, ‘“Who are you, slaves of India today who dare to
interfere with the extermination of your slave kindred over here.”
Our brothers in South Africa have sent their ambassadors to us in
their hour of agony. They have come to the last desperate stage when
they cannot stand alone and they come to you with hands of supplica-
tion saying; ‘‘Oh, rise out of slavery because your slavery is the
guarantee of our death in that eountry ; your freedom is the prophesy
of our honour in the eyes of the world. ** What answer shall you make
to your Colonies ? In Fast Africa, in. Kenya, where our people -have
been living for centuries making historic Colonies of India—where
sailors from Cambay showed to Vasco De Gama the way to India, the
Eldorado, India the Eldorado, the dream of the world—there they say to
your people, " You shall not be anything but inferior because you belong
to a slave nation called India.” In South Africa where your people
by the sweat of their brow and blood -of their lives have built -up
that beautiful Natal, they say to us; ‘* You shall not trade here; you
shall not live here ; you are the Asiatic menace that we must cut off
from out lives.” and we, with all the tyranny of .our social system,
with all the curse of disunion, with all the dishonour of our bondage,
have not the power or authority to say to them ‘‘ Thus far and no
further, becawse the million-armed and free India stands before her
stricken childr®sin South Africa.’ .

" Friends, you have not the power today to resist a smgle wrong
against you. Only a few weeks ago I went up to the Frontiers—to that
old Peshawar where the people of Central Asia pour down. I went to
the hijstoric Khyber Pass and I saw the Khyber caravans out of
Centlal Asla coming with hundreds of camels loaded with food and
spices and all those things that come to India for traffic;and
standing on that ancient highway I realized how India has always
known the Khyber guarding her own destiny-—how even today histery
might repeat itself and how again  that ancient Khyber might once
more be the road of destiny to India, not the road of India’s freedom,
but once.again the road of India’s ‘new slavery. And yet millions of
men growing up, marrying and giving in marriage, building. their
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homes, breeding children. and amassing wealth—has any one of you .
the power to defend the honour of your homes, the sanctuary of your

shrines? You, unarmed, defenceless, ~as L have said, cowards by

compulsion; have you today the right to be free when you dare not

guard your frontiers of the mountains or your frontiers of the oceans

against the enemy that might overcome you as through the centuries

he has overcome you in the past ? Shall you not gay from this platform

of the Congress, one of the first essentials of our regeneration is that

military training and education that will make us a free people and

enable us to guard our peace that. nobody would dare to attack us in

war? Shall you not form a National Militia that the old may take

courage and the young be filled with enthusiasm and ecstasy ? Will

you not say that the high-ways of the oceans are open to your people—

to your own ships and supplement your own defences on land? Will

you not see to it that your commerce today is again in your own

hands-—you people, exploited by roads and by seas by White races,

Yellow races and Brown races of the world? You talk of the wealth

of India—exploited in every inch of you, every fibre of you

~—every drop of your blood being exploited by the rapaclty

of the imperial poliecy—by the cupidity of the natlons “who for eco-
nomic gain would suck your blogd dry today-—what are you doing
to prevent the terror of exploitation against you? What are you, my
people, going to do to become human again intellectually? Today
you are a mere imitation—cheap imitation-—-the fifth rate imitation
of second rate models of the West.” You have forgotten your - own

art “You have forgotten your own  language. You do not know how
to evolve your own music. . You have betrayed your own 1nherrtance
because you have run after false gods and your intellect. has bowed
down in worship to the gods that slave you and your imagination
burns incense at the shrine of those that devour the honour of your
race.  What effort will you make to give to your children -that right
pla(‘e in the world which is theirs? The Natlons of the West say, ‘‘ Oh,

these slaves ! We have nothing common.’” The Natio I America, of
Atrica, of Asia say, * What can we hope from that s].a'\’e nation called
Ind1a e .

Deshbandhu Chlttarana;an Das_talked -and dreamed of Asiatic

:I‘ederatlon and yet when I think of the Asiatic Federatlon, I wonder
\na e

ifa slave natlon dare to send a message to any free nation in" either
jhemlspheres of the world. But even slaves must have ties with the
outer world and I would ask you to remember that India cannot
remain in isolation but Indian nationalism can only be a unit of that
great international development of -the world—and slaves though
we be:today, withaut the right to send our message of hope to the outer
world, at least let us try to create bonds of friendship with the outer.
world saying, " Our time is coming when we; shall. make good those .
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pledges that we send you and in. equal comradeship of effort and
liberty help you fulfil the great ideal of the world brotherhood and
world peace.” But, friends, you eannot do this without those things
that-are necessary for the production ‘of the great worid ties and
sense of kinship. You have no Presy today that can educate :the
outer-world in the anthentic affairs of the Indian nation. *Yon -have
no ambassadors whom you can send tofriendly countries saying ‘these,
are our ideals that we shall achieve’~—saying, ‘these are our miseries
which  we shall - overcome,” and not saying to -them ‘we
ask your succour,’ because no brave race could take succour
from = any other race of the - world, but saying ‘these are
the - ambitions of the Indian people-~these are the ideals of
the Indian people, therefore oh, sympathetic and progressive people
of the world, keep a place for us on that pilgrimage of yours towards
the fulfilment of the world’s destiny.” And then my brothers and my
sisters,” Hindus, Musslamans, Parsis and Christians, Chinese ‘and
Europeans, whoever be here, T want to say to you that the ideal of
India can only be the great ideal of peace. The whole synthesis of
the Indian genius «is that all those gifts, that come to a weaker nation,
that are now Indian, but came across the Khyber or came across the
oceans whether to conquer—whetker to live in the East—whether to
tradewwhether to be frlends or whether as sanctuary or for succour—
the s ynthes1s of the Indian genius is built up of the civilization that
‘every race has brought to his great hospitable land of ours. And to-
day if we talk of freedom we can ounly do so in terms of that -great
composite ideal that builds up the Indian nation. And yet the world
is shaking at the dreadful clamour of our internecine troubles, Who-
ever goes round this great country —instead of those lovely Bhajans
that one should hear—those lovely songs—of peace and friendship—
instead of those lovely lullabies sung to the little children—
and yours is a land of beauty—yours is the land of peace—but
instead of th&a\lovely Bhajans and sweet lullabies, does he not hear the
lullabies ofichildren sung to the tune of hatred—does he not hear Bhajans
singing the hymn of hate within the bounda,rles of the great India
herself. . Today the hand of the Hindu is against his Muslim . brother
‘and the hand of the Muslim is raised against his Hindu comrade. And
a1 yet d3'you dare talk of Swaraj when you with your own hands are

c¢rumbling into dust all the dreams that ever were dreamt of a free.%

and united India. This is not the moment, I know, to draw in too
sharp an outline or in too living a colour that. tragic--pieture of our
disunion and feuds. And yet until we find some supreme solution
for this greatest of ills that is eating like a cancer into the very vitals
of life, believe me, there can be no Swaraj for the Indian people. And
what is the remedy for this dreadful disease? = And what is it that has

2
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brought this disease so prominently to our eyes? What is the poison

which is vitiating our very life blood? What is the remedy, I ask?

Oh, my friends, do you think that Swaraj today is a thing that

can be taken in piecemeal on communal lines or racial lines or on

lines of creed, caste or province ? Is it not an organic thing—the very

life-blood of our being that we cannot separate—that we cannot divide

and yet keep, a living Swaraj? Why should ithe Hindus, the great

majority, proud of their ancient civilization, forget that the basic

glory of their culture has been the recognition of the beauty of all

creeds and acceptance of all classes, giving them sanctuary, hospitality,

succour, sympathy, unity, friendship and love offered in real generosity

to all those who came to our doors. Is it not Hinduism  to have

apotheosis of tolerance and reverence for all good and for all the

beatuty of the world and shall the Hindus be so untrue to their inheri-

tance that they shall today stand in-isolation and say, ‘ Swaraj will be

won on the strength of the Hindu people and let the Musalmans stand

aside’?" That is to deny the fundamental principle, that great Vedic

faith which belongs to you and to me asthe imperishable heritage,
that no foreign invasion has been able to corrupt or to defrand. But

when, on the other hand, seven crores of Indian Moslems turn

their faces beyond the frontierg of India and are also deeply

preoccupied with =~ the sorrows of Islam in other lands they

forget that India their Mother is bleeding of her manifold® wounds.

What shall I say to my Moslem brothers—has not their Prophet
taught them that paradise lies at the feet of the Mother and shall T not

ask my Moslem brothers to turn their eyes and come back to the feet
of the Mother in whose benediction lies their paradise ? Shall not

their, recognition in its fullest measure of the Indian nationality be
the greatest of gifts that Islam can give to India to crown the great
gifts that canie across the desert to my India? Shall not the Hindus
and Moslems cease to talk of majority and minority—of safeguards and
protection-—of neutrality and hostility—and shall they ngf say “‘ India,
our Motherland is the one bond of unioniand though w e Mussalmans
may belong to the desert called Arabia and though we the Hindus
come of the forest culture of the Vedas, we are indissolubly bound
together.”’- Let the desert and the forest meet together in one paradise
of culture whose name is Indian Liberty for the Indian Nation. Oh,
my friends, how shall we solve this problem, I do not know® Some
say to me, give us separate communal representation and all things
will be well. Others say, give us a joint electorate and all things will
be well. Oh, is it so easy to treat the fatal disease with a few canting
formuls of separate or joint representation or is there any magic in
the number of seats given to one community or the other? TIf the
remedy is so.easy—a mere incantation of a number of seats or
separate representation—some jugglery of the polling booth—I would
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say, give it and be done with it. Buf the disease is very deep indeed
and the name of that disease is ‘distrust’ and ‘hatred’ and it
cannot be cured, believe me, until the women of the race say, ‘No more
shall our littie children be cradled fo the Ilullaby of this hymn of inter-
necine hate ’’—until the women of the race say—until the sisterhood
and motherhood of India say, ** we shall stop this dreadful disease that
perpetuates our slavery and -makes us the mockery of the civilized
world; > and then and then only shall there be hope for this unhappy
country. But that is not the end of our catalogue of sins.

Today in this country you and I stand branded as the parasites of
the city—we stand arraigned for our neglect and forgetfulness %nd for
our betrayal of the needs of the poor. What shall a few thousand
palaces in the city—what shall a few banks that hold your coffers-and
gold—what shall a few Universities here and a few Universities there
and a few modern appliances to show how far you come in line with
modern Western things—do to help the poor? Is this to be the criterion
of your progress ? No, no. Believe me, yourprogress, . your liberty, your
achievement. will.oply. .be worth .having when  there is. food.in every
home in the villages (cries of ‘Hear, hear’)—when there is cloth enough
to cover the shame of the naked women—when there is milk enough to .
moisten the lips of the suffering children who die of wantin a land that /™
is full of *harvest. When Mahatma Gandhi gave to the world the
wonderful creed, he made the spinning wheel the. cenfre of our great
redemption. Today, the poet Tagore, with his poet’s vision and

_seer’s vision has sent you a message to say ‘direct your love and service
to the cradle of your people where nature’s milk has run dry—where joys
are extinet and where life is on the wane.” What.are you and I doing
to still the hunger—those million mouths in hunger that cry for bread ?
What are you and I doing—with our intellect, with our powers, with our
prestige—with our wealth and with our fame—to meet that wmyriad-
handed suppligant gesture that says ‘“Oh, save us from death for the
pangsof hunger &we terrible within our vitals’. Shall you not, young mien,
come out in your-hundreds and thousands as missionaries of gsalvation to
go over the length and breadth of this agricultural country—this agri-
cultural country whose harvests are transhipped to feed millions of
little children elsewhere when the mouths of your own little children
are smitten by your hands unto death ? Shall you not use your intellect
—sghall you not use your talent-——shall you not use the plenty that you
amass in the city to go back to the poor who have fed you? They
have tilled the soil that you may reap the harvest. They rot in poverty
so that you may benefit. But you have condemned them to be living
corpses in the midst of harvest. You have enjoyed, you have slept, you
have married, you have lived and been famous and powerful, while
those who are your Anradeta—those on whom you live, they are dying

oday in their hunger and misery. From them <¢omes the cry of
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angg;_ghwggymg, ‘ We are.dying —our. little children are dying-—we are
“naked—our women are ‘naked-—send us clothes, send us food, send us
money, send us menv How shall you men, go and work amidst the,
vlllagers unless you a,le true to the old tradition that makes the household
feed the missionaries, the Sanyaszb, the . Bairagis .of .your race.
Unless you do your duty and set them free from all material care those ™
missionaries who shall go forth and redeem the .villagers from hunger,

from poverty, from disease, from misery, from death—how shall they

be able to give their lives for the cause? And remember, friends,

", because there is not enough food in the villages in this great agricul-

““tural country, men crowd into cities—are herded together like

animals—work for a pittance-—starve, exposed to temptations and

viles—become nothing but the churning house of every disease that

comes. These men are exposed without any sheet-anchor to temptation

they cannot resist. Is it not your duty to so organize the labour in

the city——the labour in the great industrial towns—so that your work

in the villages—your beneficent work that will set free the villagers—

shall be complemented and completed by the work you do for the

industrial workers in the crowded cities ? Do you yot know how they

are exploited so that the coffers of the profiteers might be swelled,:
and do you not also know how mapy of you who seek after fame—how

many of you who seek power or prestige or political gain-—exploit

these men, their poverty, their honesty, the misery they suffer from.

But let it not be said of us as a nation that we have brought the

tactics of the West into the East, rather let us revive our own.ideals,

and in serving labour let us not make a new class war in this. country

where there are already too many castes and creeds. Let us therefore

discipline labour and discipline the capitalists as well. Let us teach

both of them that they are equal partners in the service of India so

that the industrial development of India—the commercial development.
of -India-—shall not be the work of labour only or of the capitalists only,

but the result of their equitable and fruitful co-operation ;ach working
with the other in the service of the land. - -

Friends, I do not knaw, because I have not the knowledge—I have
not the qualification—how to deal with all the other problems that face
us. But whatever constitution you wish to evolve out of our knowledge

. of experience of India—whether it be some day absolute 1ndepegdence
~whether it be as Deshbandhu used to say, freedom through inter-
dependence with other free natlons——whether it should be in the"
initial stage ‘self-Governmeént on the lines of that constitution”
which has been evolved by one of your ex-Presidents—that great:
Irish woman who has made for herself an Indian soul and whose
name is- Annie Besant—or whether it should be evolved as a temporary
measure~mark you, as a temporary measure, out of that demand’
which is the minimum demand—of rights to be given at once—that
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Jwas put forward in the Indian Legislative Assembly by the. chosen
representatives of the Indian people—whatever form your initial consti-
tution may take, remember that one-third of India belongs tothe great
Indian Chiefs and one of your initial duties is to evolve some policy of
friendship, without interference, with the Indian States and Native
Chiefs of India so that they on their part might come in line with the
great ideal of —I  do not know-—of what is now called British India.
And let not the Princes believe for a mpoment that we want to crush
them by any subtlety or device, hidden or covert, like what the British
have done, taking State after State by strategy and by oppres-
sion; and let them feel that some day when we have the great Federa-
tion of free India, the Indian States will comie in line with it as an
integral unit of greater India working on the same basis of democratic
Freedom with the people of India. And side by  side with the
Indian States I place the Frontier Provinces of India. They
are always ruled by martial law. You ‘cry out against the
martial law in the Punjab—you ecry out against the martial law
in Malabar—but what about those people—Hindus and Mahomedans,
Afridis, Usufees and Afghans—living always under the shadow of
martial law and being denied even the ordinary amenities of lifé, The
ordinary redress of law is not granted to them. When I wasin the
Frontier Provmces, friend after frlend told me *‘ Will not the Congress'
and the people of India do somethmg to help us to get the ordinary
normal amenities of life ?”* But as I said already, the Congress should
take all these interésts as mere auxiliary work, and I. have suggested
inh that little pamphlet that the Congress should be divided into’ ‘depart-
ments of activities and each department should be Wurked by men or.
women who have enthusiasm and capacity and experience to minister.
to all the growing and divergent needs of the people. One of these
departments should 'deal with village reconstruction with a band of

-eager, self-less missionaries of Whom I have spoken ; the other Wlth the
fortune or mzs.fortune of our people overseas and yet another with

foreign propagahda and publicity in India, so that there will remain not
one single village or hamlet in India whose people shall not be educated
in their civic rights and soclal rights 'and duties and their political
rlghts, so that our people sha]l know how wrong a system it is that

governs them with an iniquitous fiscal policy that tuins their trade and
depnves them of their rightful place in the economic and 1ndustr1a1
progress of the world.

But when allis said and done, remember the work of the Congress
is the attainment of Swarajya. The Congress after five years has
today returned to its great political duty as theone channel through
which Swarajya. must be attained. How shall we “‘work for this.
You all know that the Congress is divided today. Though. united, it
has two wings. One wing is presided over by Mahatma Gandhi—
that group of congressmen I believe the influential group who refused
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to change with the changing. time and who say ‘ we shall seek.
Swarajya through Mahatma Gandhi’s gospel alone’. And so today
within the Congress itself the only - political group actually battling
with the bureaucratic tyranny is the Swarajya. Party which had for
its ‘leader the brilliant Deshbandhu and which has today for
its leader that man who chose poverty, having once been a prince
of men—Motilal Nehru. How shall a single -party give battle to the
powerful bureaucracy ? Today is it not the duty of the Liberals,
the Conventionalists or Independents—no matter what particular -
label they attach to their names—-no matter what be their shibboleths—
to return to the Congress—shall they not come to the common
field of battle and united and firm say to the Bureaucracy—'‘ We
shall not serve you any longer—we shall not any longer suffer
the insults and insolence of the bureaucracy’s challenge to our man-
hood.” 'Shall they not stand together and say whether within the
Councils or without—‘' We stand to fight for our rights and we shall not
be deprived of our rights an hour longer and we must have our rights
which belong to us.” There is a demand which is called the National
Demand which was given as an ultimatum to the Government. What
is the will of the people—what is the mandate to your representatives
in the Leglslatlve Assembly—are you prepared to still have the
devastatmg passion that disinfegrates your manhood—are you prepared
to say, ‘ let us wait a little longer—when so many centuries have gone
into slumber with this brand of slavery, let a century still go by, let us
still be patient’? Oh, if I could destrgoy that patience of yours—if I could
break that devastatmg patience of yours! Oh, if I could redeem Indla,
from her horrlble\patlence! Say to your chosen representatives ‘ Our
patience is at an end—we cannot wait. Come out of that Assembly
and Council of yours if within a week the answer does mnot come that
shall guarantee your Swaraj.’ Say to them, ‘ We will not wait that you
should go there a,nd make the Assemb]y a debating ground for eloqu-
ence and rhetoric.’ Say to them ‘Come out and work and redeem the
country by your work. We have had enough of it. We have had
enough of constitutional requests denied by constltutlonal Tmperialists.’
Today we want you to go to the country and say ‘Oh, men and
women of India, we tried and we have failed,to shake the mighty,

/" we come back to the poor,. we come back to. the. hungry, the homeless,
the oppressed and ask for their mandate for our sacrifice.’ Do you
think by mere promise from White Hall or Simla. or Dﬁ'lh1 the poor
would . be fed, the naked clothed and-shame -wipell . out.from the
forehead of your manhood ? In your millions you must stand together
and march shoulder to shoulder through stage after ‘stage  of sacrifice
till the last sacrifice is demanded of you.

I am not afraid of the ultimate sacrifice. I am only a
woman. I am only a woman but I am the standard bearer ef your
honour and I will see to it—the women of India w111 see to it—that
you men shall no more betray the heritage.of our nation. The
Indian woman calls, ‘ Oh, my men stand up and say what is man-
hood but sacrifice, what is life except to die that our children may
be reborn in their heritage of freedom.” And if men falter, as they have
done through centuries, go to your homes and let me, a mere woman—
let me go to the world and say—‘ Mother, rise, we redeem you. from
bondage—rise from the nightmare of slavery. Shall it be  left to the
women {o say that thy sons were fditliless but thy daughters have
~gsaved thee, > Bande Mataram. (Applause and prolonged cheers)

e
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o Presidential Address

The following is the Presidential Address, copies of which were
printed and circulated :

FRIENDS,

Were I to ransack all the treasuries of human language I fear I
should fail to discover words of adequate power or beauty to translate
my deep and complex emotion in acknewledging the signal honour
you have done me, by entrusting to my unskilled hands the high
burden and responsibility of so exalted an office, which for two score
years has been ennobled by the brilliant and memorable achievement
of my distinguished predecessors both of our own and of alien race.
I am fully aware that you have bestowed upon me the richest gift in
your possession, not merely as gracious recompense for such trivial
service as I may have been privileged to render at home or abroad ; but
rather in generous tribute to Indian womanhood and as token of your
loyal recognition of its legitimate place in the secular and spiritual
counsels of the nation. In ‘electing me f{o be the chief among your
chosen servants, through a period so fraught with grave issues and
fateful decisions, you have not created a novel precedent. You have
only reverted  to an old tradition and restored to Indian woman the
classic pogition she once held in a happier epoch of our ccuntry’s
story » symbol and guardian alike of the hearth-fires, the altar-fires and
the beacon-fires of her land. Poignantly conscious as I am of my own
utter unworthiness to interpret so exquisite, so austere an ideal of
wisdom, devotion and sacrifice, as embodied through the ages in the
radiant heroines of our. histery and legend, I trust, that to the fulfil-
ment of the lofty task you have allotted me, even I might bring some
glowing ember of the immortal faith that illumined the vigil of Sita in
her forest exile, and bore the feet of Savitri undaunted to the very
citadels of Death. '

The acceptad convention of this august assembly imposes upon me,
alas, the duty of placing before you a formal document of plans and
policies of work for the coming year. I therefore, contrary to the
impulse and custom of a life-time, am vainly groping for appropriate
phrases that might serve dimly to foreshadow some of the thoughts that
can onhy find spontaneous. expression when I stand in your midst and
the inspiration of your living presence shall give to my heart its voice
of hope, and to my words their wings of fire.

Before we reach the central purpose of our labours in this northern
city, to which we have journeyed from the farthest ends of India, let
us offer our mournful homage to the memory of our illustrious dead-—to
that great patriarch of our national renaissance, Surendranath
Banerjea, who for well-nigh half a century assailed the heavens with

1 3 DECI9eE  WMIVLKLITY OF noiUh BNGAL
LisRaRY
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the thunders of his splendid. oratory. in indignation at the burning
wrongs of his people ; to Ramakrishna Bhandarkar, the famous-scholar:
of the Dedcan, who with patient and dedicated hands rvekindled
the lamp of our ancient Sanskrit  culture, and lifted it high above the
clamour and conflict of political throngs, to Doqhbandhu Chitta Ranjan

K Das, kingliest. of dreamers, whose whole belng was a Vaishnavite
rhapsody of incomparable passion for the liberty. of.his Motherland,
who died with his hand outstretched in a royal gesture of reconciliation

towards a powerful antagonist against whom he had fought go often
with such reckless ‘and victorious chivalry.

Would that he were with us today to guide us aright in our anxi-
ous deliberations and help us to apprehend the true and tragic signific-
ance of the stupendous problems that call for immediate settlement and
cannot - with impunity be deferred to a more convenient season. A
singular combination of domestic and international ecircumstances has
conspired to 1mp11cate us-against our will and almost without our
knowledge in a labyrinth of intricate and _unpax;allelled difficulties
that threaten the stability and integrity of our national existence. Our
imperative duty therefore, is to survey with eyes unhooded of their
‘habitual illusion, the sinister and, melancholy spectacle of our abject
helplessness born of our foolish disunion and nourished by our long
dependence upon the caprice or the compassion of Imperial policies.
‘What means shall we devise, what schemes shall we evolve to deliver
‘durselves from the manifold dangers that encompass us ?"How shall we
combat the deadly forces of repression that challenge our human rights
of liberty, how defeat the further encroachment of ruthless and rapa-
¢ious Tmperialist exploitation that despoils the remmnants of our moral
and material heritage ? How- circumvent the insidious and ingenious
a,ggressnon of other foreign races eager to profit by the conditions of
oiir economic and intellectual servitude ? How shall we avert the
implacable doom that menaces our unfortunate kindred ip the Colonies,
‘how quell the rampant - forces of reaction or divert the disaster of our
1nternecme feuds ?

The answers that we need are fully enshrined in the magmﬁcent
Gquel of sacrifice enunciated by Mahatma Gandhi, in which he valnly
strove to teach us the heroic secret of national self-redemptmn -But
we, so long disinherited from the epic faith that sustained our brave
forefathers, were too weak and unworthy to respond for more than a
brief period to the demands of that noble and exacting creed. What-
ever may be the verdiet of history, it cannot be gainsaid that the
movement of non-violent non-co-operation that swept likea -tempest
over the country shook the very foundations of our ‘nationallife, and
though today it is quiescent and its echoes are almost stlll it has
{rrevocably changed the aspect of our spiritual landscape.

Ew oy
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However remote may be all our programmes for the future from
the principles and ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, they must inevitably be
permeated by the influence of these recent years which have perma-
nently shifted the currents of our political thought and altered the
direction of our political destiny.

.

We need today some transcendent miracle of intrepid and endu-
ring statesmansghip to enable us to remobilize, reconcile and discipline
our scattered and demoralised energies t6 a supreme unanimous effort
for the final deliverance of India from the last shackles of her political
subjection ; and to devise a comprehensive scheme that shall act as a
natural and indispensable auxiliary of political emancipation, and in-
clude within the scope of its interest or benediction all the enterprises
and endeavours that substantially: contribute to the social, economic,
industrial and intellectual advancement of India, consistently with the
requirements of her own peculiar conditions and in accordance with
the finest ideals of modern progress.

" To give concrete expression to our decisions in regard to these
.ancillary activities, the Indian National’Congress should create defi-
nite departments to be governed by groups of men and women specially
qualified by their capacity or enthusidsm to administer to the.vital and
dlvergent wants of the people. The main divisions might be few but
should mclude Wlthln their sphere of respons1b1hty all cognate matters.
To my mind it is of paramount importance to formulate a practical
_ scheme of village reoonstructlon on the lines of Deshbandhu Dag’s
dream "For this purpose we must trY to enlist a large band of mission-
ary patrlots of burning zeal who set free from material wants by the
pious charity of the house-holders of the country as in ancient times,
should carry through the length and breadth of the land the beneficent
evangel of self-reliance and . self-respect, taking the immemorial twin
symbols of the plough and the spinning wheel as the central text of the
teaching tha% shall liberate our unhappy peasantry from the crushing
misery and. tertor of. hunger, Lgnoranse and.disease. Clogely allied to
the task of v111age reorganisation, is the task of organising the industrial
workers in the crowded cities, who are so aften compelled to live under
conditions that degrade and brutalize them ; and who, dislocated from
the stéadying influences of the familiar traditions and associations or
the rural homes they leave in search for bread, are so hopelessly ex-
posed to. the - temptations of immorality and vice. It should be our
endeavour to assist in securing for them improved housing conditions,
better wages and a cleaner atmosphere, and to establish an equitable
and harmonious co-operation between Capital and Labour as a valaable
joint asset of national progress.

I am appalled at the criminal apathy of our general attitude to-

wards the urgent problem of Indian education. The surpassing evil of

3
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foreign domination has been to enslave our imagination and intellect.
‘and alienate us from the glorious tradition of our national learning.
We are today no more than the futile puppets of an artificial and
“imitative system of education which, entirely unsuited to the special
trend of our racial genius, has robbed us of our proper mental values -
and perspectives, and deprived us of all true initiative and originality
in seeking authentic modes of self-expression. It is pre-eminently our
‘duty towards the young genperation to so recreate our educational
ideals as to combine in felicitous and fruitful alliance all the lovely
regenerating wisdom of our Eastern culture with all the highest know-
ledge of art and science, philosophy and civic organisation evolved by
the younger peoples of the West.

In addition, I would insist with all the force at my command on
including a complete course of military training as an integral part. of
mnational education. Is it not the saddest.of all shameful ironies that
our children whose favourite lullabies are the battle songs of Kuruk-
shetra and whose little feet march gaily to the stirring music of
Rajput ballads, should be condemned to depend for the safety of their
‘homes, the protection of their sanctuaries, the security of their moun-
tain and ocean frontiers, on the fidelity and strength of foreign arms?
The savage Massai, the primitive‘ Zulu, the Arab and the Afridi, the
Greek and the Bulgar may all carry their tribal weapons and claim
their inalienable right to defend the honour of their race, but we whose
boast it is that we kindled the flame of the world’s civilization are
alone defrauded of our privilege and have become cowards by compul-
sion, unfit to answer the world’s challenge to our manhood, unable to
maintain the sanctity of our homes and shrines.

Whatever the experiments recommended by the Commission now
sitting to explore the avenues of military advancement for our people,
it is incumbent upon the Congress to form forthwith a national militia
by voluntary conscription, of which the nucleus might well be the
existing volunteer organisations. Further we shouldealso carefully
consider the question of nautical as well as naval and aerial training
to equip the nation for all purposes of defence against invasion or
attack.

Let it not be said of us, however, that our selfish absorption in our
own domestic affairs has made us oblivious of the distress and difficulty
of our kinsmen in foreign lands. Our adventurous compatriots, who
have crossed the seas to seek their livelihood in the dominions and
colonies have from time to time been subjected to restrictive and re-
pressive legislation. The White Paper still stands as a reproach
against our failure to redress the wrongs of the Indian community in
Kenya. But in the whole chronicle of civilized legislation there has
never been so cruel and relentless an outrage against humanity as is
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deliberately embodied in the anti-Asiatic Bill, which is calculated
to exterminate the Indian community from South Africa.

Shall we not send across the seas & loving and ready response fo
their heart-rending cry for succour, and, through their ambassadors
whom we welcome today, offer to our harassed and afflicted - brothers
in South Africa the assurance that India stands behind their coura-
geous struggle to vindicate their inherent civic and human rights
against the onslaught of such terrific injustice and oppression ?

Never before has our duty to our kindred in foreign countries been
so vividly brought home to our minds ; nor the necessity of establishing
a close and living contact with all their changing fortunes.. We-
should not lose a single moment in forming an Ovearseas Department
in the Congress manned by those who can keep themselves vigilantly
‘aware of all the legislations and enactments that adversely or otherwise
affect Indian settlers abroad.

Here my heart pleads with me to remember those sorrowful and
lonely exiles, pining in strange and far off corners of the earth,
consumed with a degperate hunger and nostalgia for a glimpse of their
motherland, to which they cannotf return because, once they sought to
serve her and win her freedom in ways unrecognised by the common
law. But many amongst them surely have made fullest atonement
for all the Tervent folly of their too impatient youth. Surely they,”
who have been chastened in the searching crucibles of dieadful”
suffering and privation, have been refashioned to become consecrated
vessels of selfless service for the amelioration of the poor, the fallen
and the depressed. N

I cannot conceive how we have allowed ourselves to be so heavily
handicapped by the lack of an efficient publicity which is the first
essential of any campaign.. We should therefore take “immediate
steps to form a department for widespread political propagamgla and
for the education of the masses in all matters pértaining to their civic
and social intérests, to the wrongs under which they labour, the
struggles in which the nation is engaged, the iniquitous and unstable
fiscal and financial policies so ruinous to the prosperity of the country.
I am confident that we could secure the willing co-operation of those
who, otherwise prevented from active participation in public affairs,
would gladly place their expert knowledge at our disposal, to advise
us on-questions connected with -the: revival of cottage industries, on
commerce, railway,; shipping, co-operative banking and all .other
branches of development necessary for our material welfare.

" The nationalist press both vernacular and* English, should be
amongst the accredited channels of our propaganda; above all ‘a
reliable foreign news service should be establishied to transmit to- all
the chief centres of the world the “correct version of Indian affairs,
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and friendly embassies appointed to foster feelings of goodwill and
understanding between India and the people of other lands.

And now I approach with the utmost hegitation and regret, the
most baffling and most tragic of all the problems before us. I, . who
have dedicated my life to the dream of Hindu-Muslim unity, cannot
contemp]ate without tears of blood the dissensions and divisions
between us that rend the very fabric of my hope. I have tried to
arrive at a just appreciation ef the many unfortunate causes that have
brought about so deep a gulf between the two communities, and
tended to quicken such a sharp and importunate sense of aloofness on
the part of my Muslim brothers, which, to the profound alarm and
regentment of the Hindu community, manifests itself in a growing
and insistent demand for separate and preferential rights and privi-
leges in academic, official, civie and political circles of . life. - Though
I am convinced that the principle of communal representation,
whether through a joint or a separate electorate, frustrates the
conception of national solidarity, I am compelled to recognise -that
situated as we are today, in  an atmosphere so tense and dark and
bitter with unreasoning ‘communal jealousy, sug@picion, fear, dig-
trust and hatred, it is not possible to reach any satisfactory or
abiding readjustment without the most earnest and patient col-
laboration between I-Ilndu and Muslim statesmen of ynderniable
patriotism, to whom we sh’ould entrust the delicate and difficult task of
seeking some sovereign remedy for so devastating a disease.

I beseech my Hindu brothers to rise to the height of their tradi-
tional tolerance which is the basic glory of our Vedic faith and try to
comprehend how intense and far-reaching a reality is the brotherhood
of Islam, which constrains seventy millions of Indian Mussalmans
to share with breathless misery the misfortunes that are so swiftly
overtaking the Islamic countries and crushing them under the heel
of the military despotism of foreign powers. . '

In their turn I would implore my Muslim comrades not to permit
their preoccupation with the sorrows of Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Arabia
to obliterate the consciousness of their supreme duty to India their
motherland, who must always have the first claim upon their devotion
and allegiance.

If Hlndus and Mussalmans would both learn to practise the divine-
qua.ht \‘s of mutual forbearance and accord to one another perfect

1nterrupt10ns of one another’s a,ppomted rituals and sacrifices, if they
would but learn to reverence the beauty of each other’s creeds and the
splendour of each other’s civilizations, if the women. of the two
communities would but join together in the intimate friendship of-
their common sisterhood, and nurture their children in an atmosphere
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of mutual sweetness and harmony, how near we should come to the
fulfilment of our heart’s desire !

We should grossly fail in our duty to our mneighbours were we to
omit to try and foster cordial ties of sympathy and trust between
ourselves and the princes and the people of the great Indian States,
scrupulously refraining from all interference in their internal concerns
but always ready to serve in their wider interests.

Nor can we afford to ighore the claims of the frontier provinces
which owing to their peculiar geographical and strategic position
on the map, are governed by a form of perpetual martial law. We
should render them all the assistance in our power, in their efforts
to obtain the normal civic and social amenities which are so abundant-
ly enjoyed by their sister provinces.

These are some of the accessory features of our work. The real
function, however, of the Indian National Congress is the speedy
attamment of Swarag

There is a large and influential section of Congressmen who still
cling with touchlng and jealous loyalty to the orthodox creed of
Non-co-operation. Sternly refusing to take cognizance of legislative
‘bodies they devote themselves to the pursuit of Mahatma Gandhi’s
benevolent mission, propagating the cult of the spinning wheel and
ministering to the lowly and pitiful outcastes of our society whom,
in our arrogance, we have so long deprived of their elementary human
rights.

Today therefore, the Swaraj Party with its hlghly disciplined
organisation and its striking record of success is the only political
body within the Congress engaged in actual combat with bureaucratic
authority. Is it not in this crucial hour the unmistakable duty of all
the other political parties in the country, irrespective of their parti-
cular labels and particular beliefs, to return to the Congress which
invites them with open doors, and coalesce all their divided. energies
and talents in deyising a common programme of action in pursuance
of a common goal ?

All of them have openly acknowledged that the Reforms of 1919
which were to-have  created a new:.era of progress have proved
nothing but a mirage and the powers they professed to transfer
to the people nothing but a deceptive myth. All of them surely, are
tacitly agreed upon some common maximum of the wrongs they are
still prepared to endure, some common minimum of the rights they are
now determined to enforce. And whatever be my own personal con-
viction, they at all events are all in favour at least as an initial form
of self-government of the ideal of Dominion Status, so elaborately
expounded in-the-Commonwealth of India Bill, and more succinctly
and emphatically embodied in the National Demand which has been
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endorsed by the representatives of all political schools in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. Below the limits of that demand the Indian nation
cannot descend without irretrievable damage to its dignity and self-
respect. It is now for the Government to make the responsive gesture
that shall decide our future attitude. If the response be sincere and
magnanimous, with ample guarantees of goodwill ard good faith on
its part, it will necessitate an immediate revigsion of our present policy.
But if by the end of the Spring Sessions we receive no answer or an
answer that evades the real issues or proves unworthy of our accep-
tance, the National Congress must clearly issue a mandate to all those
who come within its sphere to vacate their seats in the Central and
Provinecial Legislatures and inaugurate from Kailas to Kanyakumari,
from the Indus to the Brahmaputra, an untiring and dynamic campaign
to arouse; consolidate, educate and prepare the Indian people for all
the progressive and ultimate stages of our united struggle and teach
them that no sacrifice is too heavy, no suffering too great, no martyzr-
dom too terrible, that enables us to redeem our Mother from the un-
speakable dishonour of her bondage, and bequeath to our children an
imperishable legacy of Peace’ .

In the battle for liberty, fear is the one unforgivable treachery
and despair, the one unforgivable din.

With palms uplifted in ardent supplication, I pray that, to us,
in our coming hour of travail, may be granted in sufficient measure
an invincible faith and an inflexible courage, and that He in whose
name we begin our labours today will in the hour of our triumph
keep us humble and in the beautiful words of our ancient - invocation -

Lead us out of the Unreal into the Real,
Out of the Darkness into the Light,
- Out of Death into Immortality.

Y o sad



The Resolutions.

I CONDOLENCE.

The President moved from the Chair the following Resolution
which was carried in solemn silence, all standing:

The Congress places on record its sense of , deep sorrow over the deaths of
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, Dr. Sir
Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, Syt. S. Krishnaswami Sarma, Syt.
V. V.S. Aiyer and the other patriots who worked for the country’s
progress in their respective spheres, and tenders its réspectful con-
dolences to the bereaved families.

IT SOUTH AFRICA.

The President called upori Mahatma Gandhi to move the Resolution
e on South African Ipdians. .

’Mahatma Gandhi as he walked to . the rostrum was greeted with
cries of *Mahatma Gandhi-ki-jai.” °*

He first addressed the Congress in Hindi.

Mahatma Gandhi then spoke in English. He said :

Srimati Sarojini Devi and friends: I do not know if you have
received copies of the resolution that is in my hand ; in that case, I
want to spare you the trouble of listening to the resolution and save
some portion of the nation’s time. ~ This is how the resolution reads :

The Congress extends its cordial welcome to the ~ South . African
Indian Congress Deputation and assures the Indian settlers of South
Afriea of its full support in their unequal struggle against the con-
golidated .forces which threaten their very existence in that sub-
continent.

The Congress is emphatically of opinion that the: proposed legislation
known as the Areas Reservationand Immigration and Registration
(Further Provision) Bill, is in breach of the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement

* of 1914, in that it is racial in character and is calculated not only to
make the position of the settlers much worse than it was in 1914, but
is designed to make the residence in that country of any self-
respecting Indian impossible.

In the opinion of the Congress, if the interpretation of the said agreement
as put upon it on behalf of the settlers is not accepted by the Union
Government, it should be decided by reference to arbitration, as was
done in 1893 in connection with the  treatment of Indian settlers of
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the Transvaal in matters . arising from the administration of Law 3
of 1885.

The Congress heartily endorses the suggestion that a Round Table
Conferende, containing among others proper Indian ~representatives,
should be called to settle the question, and trusts that the Union
Government will accept that reasonable suggestion.

In the event of the proposal for a Round Table Conference and the pro-
posal regarding arbitration failing, the Congress is of opinion that it
is the clear duty of the Tmperial Government to withhold the Royal
Assent to the Bill, should it pags through the Union Parliament.

Thig is the Resolution I have not only the greatest pleasure in
submitting to you for approval but I consider it a rare privilege that -
I am authorised by Sarojini Devi to place this resolution before you.
She has introduced me to you as a South-African—she might have
added—*‘ by adoption.” (Laughter). Though born in India, I was
adopted in South Africa and you will discover when Dr. Rahman,
the leader of the Deputation to which you extend your hearty wel-
come by this resolution, comes on this platform, he will tell you that
the Indians of South Africa claim that they have *given me to you. I
accept that claim. It is perfectly true that whatever service—or it may
be disservice—I have been able® to render to India, it is because
I come from South Africa. But if it is disservice it is not their fault.
It is my limitation. I propose to place facts before youin support
of the statement made here that the Bill that is hanging like a sword
of Damocles over the heads of our countrymen in South Africa is
designed not merely to heap greater wrongs upon their heads but
virtually to expel them from South Africa. Such is admittedly the
meaning of that Bill. Itis admitted by the Europeans of South Africa.
It is not denied by the Union Government itself and if such is the
result you can imagine how keenly the Indians in South Africa must
feel. Imagine for one moment that an Expulsion Bill is to be passed
in the next session of the Assembly, expelling one hundred thousand
Indians from India. What should we do or how should we behave in
such a crisis. It is in such circumstances that you have the Deputation
in you midst. The Deputation comes here for support from the people
of India—from the Congress and from the Viceroy, the Government of
India and through it the Imperial Government itself. Lord Reading
has given them a long reply and I wish I could have said also a
satisfactory reply. The reply His Excellency has given is as
unsatisfactory as it is long and if that was all the comfort that Lord
Reading proposed to give to the members of the Deputation, he could
have said that in a few words and spared them and spared this land
the humiliating spectacle of a great Government confessing its
inability to render proper redress to those who for no fault of their
own——who, as many South African Europeans would admit, for their
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yvery virtues—are in danger of being expelled from South Africa. To
some of them South Africa is a land of their birth. It is no comfort
to these friends of ours, it is no comfort to us, to be told that the Indian
Government has always reserved to itself the right of making
_representations to the South African Government, the right of
petitioning, The Government of India is a mighty Government, which
is supposed to hold the destinies of three hundred millions of people.
in the hollow of its hands. That Government confesses its powerless-
ness. And why ? Because South Africa enjoys Dominion status, because
South Africa threatens to cut the painter if the Indian or the Imperial
Government dare to interfere in any of the steps that the Government
of Bouth Africa may take. Lord Reading has told this Deputation
that the Indian Government or rather the Imperial Government
cannot interfere in the domestic policy of a colony enjoying
Dominion status. What is the meaning of domestic policy
when that policy is calculated to - bring ruin to the homes of
hundreds and thousands of foreigners who have been only recently
domiociled there and to whom they deny the common rights of humani-
ty? Is that dorhestic policy ?° Well, what would be the case if
instead of Indians they happened tobe Europeans——if instead of Indians
they happened to be Englishmen ? * Let me quote a precedent. - Do you
know why the great Boer War took place? It took place in order to
protect the Europeans of South Africa who were domiciled-there, * Uit~
landers ’ as they were described by the Transvaal Republican - Govern-
ment. The late Mr. Joseph Chamberlain claimed for the British Govern-
ment that even though the Transvaal was an independent Government,
he declined to believe that this was purely a domestic policy or a
domestic question, but he claimed to protect the rights of the ‘Uit~
landers’, as the aliens were called there in the Dutch language, and in
order to protect the claims and the rights of the ‘ Uitlanders’ of the
Transvaal, this great war took place. I go a step farther-—Lord Selborne
or Lord La‘ns.downe, the championg of that war—one of them said, I
forget who—that his blood boiled—T1 think it was Lord Lansdowne, an
ex-Governor-General of India, who said that his blood boiled when he
thought of the disabilities of the Indians of the Transvaal—a mere hand-
ful of twelve thousand, It made Lord Lansdowne’s blood boil and he
said that one of the potent causes of the Boer War was the disabilities
of the Indians in South Africa—or more accurately, of the Indians in
the Transvaal. Where are those declarations today ? Why should not
the British Government go to war against the Union Government when
the life, the honour, the livelihood of one hundred and fifty thousand
Indians is at stake according to their own admission ? Nobody questions
the description that T have given to you of this legislation. Nobody
has questioned the ever-growing grievances of the British Indians in

South Africa. If you have seen a little pamphlet by the American
4
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bishop~—Bishop Fisher, who is today spending some time in British India
and who went only a few months ago to South Africa—he has publish-
ed, in view of this wrong that is about to be perpetrated; a beautiful
little pamphlet—you will find that there he has given a summary of the =
grievances—a summary of the wrongs that are going to be heapéd '
upon the Indians of South Africa. The bishop has come to the

~impartial conclusion that for these wrongs the Indians are not to

blame. Itis the Europeans—it is the jealous HEuropean traders and it--
is the insolence of the Huropean Boer that is respounsible for-these
wrongs. He gives his testimony that the Indians have deserved better
at the hands of the Europeans of South Africa. If justice could possibly
- eradicate this wrong—if admission by the European statesmen
of South Africa could eradicate this wrong—if right rules this world,
or rules South Africa, it should be impossible to bring this Bill, and
it will not be necessary for me to waste your precious time
and for the Deputation to waste the money of the poor people
of South Africa. But no; mightis right.  The Huropeans of South
Africa have chosen to heap this wrong upon our countrymen. —For
what purpose ? ~ ** Conflict of Ywo civilizations™! I de not use my own
expression. This is the expression used by General Smuts—"Conflict
of two civilizations.”” He cannotput up with that. And he thinks the
Europeans of South Africa consider that they will be overwhelmed by
the Rast if they allow these hordes to pour down into South Africa from
India. How should we corrupt their civilization? Because we live as
thrifty men and women, because we are not ashamed to hawk vege-
tables and fruits and take them, whether we are men or women, on our
heads, from day to day-—these fruits and vegetables to the very doors of
the farmers of South Africa. And you do not know what I mean when
I tell you that these South African farms are not like the farms of
India, mere patches of land on which we can barely live. = They are
not half a bigha or two or three bighas. There are hundreds of acres
belonging to one man. He is the sole and undisputed master of hund-
‘reds of dighas of land. By this you can understand whal great service
the Indian hawkers are rendering to the South African, Huropean
or Boer farmers. This is the conflict! '

Some one has said—I do not remember where I heard it—but only
recently, that Europeans in South Africa dread—what do you
think ?—the advent of Islam, Islam that civilized Spain, when Spain
was barbarous—they dread the advent of Islam that took the torch of
light to Morocco, to Africa—that Islam that preached to the world
the living gospel of brotherhood. The Ruropeans of South Africa
dread the advent of Islam. They dread the fact that the native races
of South Africa, the aboriginal races of South Africa, may embrace
Islam. 1If brotherhood is a sin—if it is the equality of the coloured
racés that they dread, that dread is well-founded. Because I have
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seen with my own eyes—1I have seen mission work in South Africa—
I can give you my own testimony that no native, no Zulu who
embraces Christianity becomes ifss  facto an equal of the missionary.
This is my experience. 1 have seen the Zulu embracing slam. Tm-
mediately he does so, he drinks from the same cup, and eats from the
same dish. That is what they dread. That is the conflict they want
to avoid. But how do they want to avoid it? Not by becoming frugal
themselves. They do not want tobe frugal. They want tobe the
lords of the Universe. They want to appropriate the whole of the land
for themselves. The Kaiser, down-trodden though he is, fears an
Asiatic Federation and thinks that it is a danger which the Europeans
must guard against. That is the conflict of civilizations. - And that is
why Lord Reading is powerless to intervene in their domestic policy.
Such are the tremendous consequences of the struggle which this
resolution - describes as unequal. And it is in that unequal struggle
this Congress is called upon to be privileged to take its due share,

I want to make an appeal, if my veice can go as far as South
Africa, to the statesmen that are ruling the destiny of South Africa.
I have given you the dark side of South eAfrican Huropeans. ILet me
also say that I claim among the Europeans of South Africa some of my
most precious friends. I have enjoyed from individual South African
Europeans the greatest kindness and the greatest hogpitality. I claim
the privilege of having been a close friend of that great poetess and
philanthropist, and that most self-effacing woman-—Olive Schreiner.
What she gave away with her right hand, her left hand never knew. She
was a friend of the Indians, equally with the natives of South Africa.
She loved the Indian, the Zulu and the Bantu as her own children. She
knew no'digtinction between the White and the Black races. She would
prefer to accept the hospitality of a South African native in his
humble hut.  Such precious men and women have also been born and
bred in South Africa. I can give you many more such names. I claim
also to knuvw General Smuts though I may not claim to be his
friend. Gendral Smuts was a party to the agreement on behalf of
his* Governmient with me on behalf of the Indians. He it
was who said that the British Indians in South Africa had
deserved that settlement and it was he who said, “.This is the. final
settlergent and Indians should not threaten passive resistance and
the Buropean settlers should allow rest to the Indian community;” and
the Indians expected better conditions. But hardly had I turned my
back on South Africa when a series of wrongs began to be heaped upon
them. Where is the plighted word of General Smuts? General Smuts
will go one of these days the same way that every human being has to
go, but his words and deeds shall remain for ever. He is not a mere
individual. He spoke the right thing in his representative capacity.
He claims to be a. Christian, And every one of the members of the
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South African Government makes the same claim. Before they open
their Parliament they read the Common Prayer from. the Bible and a

South African divine opens the proceedings with a prayer that goes-up
to God~not the God of the Whiteman, not the God of the Negro, not
of the Mussalman, not of the Hindu, but the God of all-—the God of the
Universe. They send up their prayers to Him. I say this from my
place of position—knowing my responsibility to its fullest extent—that
they will deny their Bible, they will deny their God, if they hesitate
for one moment, if they fail to render the elementary justice that is
due to the Indians of South Africa. With these words I commend
the resolution to your acceptance. {Cries of Mahatma Gandhi-ki-jai).

The President then called upon Mauiana Mohamad Ali to speak
on the Resgolution.

Maulana Mohamad Ali on rising to speak was received with
cheers. In gseconding the resolution in Urds he said that it was with
a feeling of pain and anguish he had to admit that they were really
helpless to come to the succour of their brethren in South Africa.
Because, today the nation did not take the gospel of the spinning
wheel which their great Mahatma Gandhi had given them. On the
contrary they had started many war zonesin the form of fights bet-
ween Hindus and Mussalmans, Beahmins and Non-Brahmins, No-
changers and Swarajists, and now the latest to fill their cup,, the fight
between the Swarajists and the Responsive Co-operators. They must
have Swaraj in India before they could protect the rights of their
compatriots residing abroad, Was it not painful to realize that one
among every four Indians was untouchable ? Mahatma Gandhi had
inculcated a new inspiration—a message of hope and deliverance and
readiness to die. If they had followed Mahatma Gandhi they could
have defied the most mighty. The speaker offered himself for
service in South Africa any time it was required.

The President: I now eall upon Mr. Karandikar to support the
resolution, '

Mr. R, P. Karandikar (ex-Member, Council of State)ssaid :

Madam, ladies and gentlemen: I had .intended t6 address a few
words fte you in my broken Hindustani but am obliged to do so in
English. I am trying to place my .views before you op this
important resolution. I possess certain information which you also
possess (laughter), but I have had a little occasion to look into this
guestion. (Cries of ‘Louder please’). I shall exercise the utmost
volume of voice belonging to me. Lately a resolution was moved in
the Counecil of State when I came to know the attitude of the officials
connected with the Government of India regarding the South African
question. I came to know that the Government of India was anxious
{0 do what they could in the matter.- I came to know that beyond



Sourn AFRIGA 29

impotent rage they could not do anything in the matter. The question
before the House was, who induced the Indian people to go to South
Africa and settle there. Looking to the history of this question
I came to know that it was under pressure {rom home that the
Government of India, the Company’s Government, framed enact-
ments authorising the enrolment of indentured labour for the benefit
of the settlers in South Africa They were then led to believe
that those who would go there could settle there as citizens. It
was under that impression that they went over there. Ifis now
cruel to tell them, when their purpose has been served, that they are to
be repatriated. It is now cruel to tell them when they have developed
the land, that they are to be repatriated for the benefit of European
settlers there. It behoves not any power representing India or England
to say that the Indians ever will be repatriated. They have as much
right to live there as we have the right to live here. I should think
that the Indians have a right to follow their brethren wherever they
go and to see that they are respected and live as any other British
citizens. Tt is the logic of the national idea that if any individual

e goes from one country to another it is the gight of his fellow-country-
men to follow him wherever he goes. It is therefore the privilege of
India to look after its people who go there. We should not only pass
this resolution but do our best for the amelioration of our people
there. With these words, I support the resolution.

The President : I put the resolution to vote. Do you support it whole-~
heartedly ? (Cries of ‘All, all’). None against it? (Cries of ‘None,
none’). '

The motion is carried unanimously.

In addition to what my leader Mahatma Gandhi has said I would
pay my own tribute to the distinguished sons of India who have come
from South Africa to vindicate our rights there. I now call upon
Dr. Rahman to address the meeting. )

Dr, Rahmap «said:  Madam President, ladies and gentlemen:
On behalf of *the Indians of South Africa I wish first of
all to thank our leader,. if I may do so, Mahatma Gandhi.
I wish to thank you all for all that you have done.. I wish
to thankf the Indian people as they .are represented here this
afternoon, for adopting this Resolution which is the first thing
since we arrived here, that has inspired me with a little hope for
the future. We no doubt thought when we arrived here that if we
could get Mahatma Gandhi to put our case before the people of
India—and he can do so as nobody else can, because he has suffered in
South Africa—we felt sure that there would be no difficulty in getting
the backing of the whole Indian nation tostand by the sons of India in
their sufferings in South Africa. The thing which has brought us here
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is to be the means by which they intend to rob the Indian of his bread
there-—by which they intend to drive every Indian trader out of South
Africa—by which the Indian community there will be hounded out of
South Africa. There are some of us—I want to say the majority of us
there in South Africa—who are not going to give in. (‘Hear, hear’).
‘Whatever else we may do, you will at any rate find that the sons of India
in South Africa are true to the great Indian people. (‘Hear, hear’). We
feel that we are not fighting our own battle; we are fighting your battie -
—~—your own battle while you are sitting here. Any injury done to
South African Indians is a stab at the back of India. HEvery man that
suffers there, believe me, feels that he suffers not for himself but he
feels that it is a wound that is inflicted on the Motherland—any harm
done to us there-—it is the sons of Mother India who suffer.

It is true, Mahatma Gandhi, what you have said that every one
of us must necessarily be disappointed with the answer that the
Viceroy gave us. What did His Excellency say ? He said that
he could not interfere with the domestic legislation of South Africa:
(Gentlemen, we are a part of the British Empire,—fortunately or
unfortunately we are a pagt of the British Empire. It is because we
are a part of the British Empire that the Indian Government is
impotent and helpless and canno§ come to our succour in South Africa.
(*Shame, shame’).

What is our next remedy ? Probably they will send Me back to
South Africa if I were to tell you that the British 'Empire. exists only
for exploitation— if this expression is only a cloak for wider exploi-
tation—if British Empire means the exploitation of the non-European
races, the sooner that lie of the British Empire is- done away with, the
better it is for the world. (‘Hear, hear’). But you must come to our
assistance. This vast assemblage of our people—the chosen
representatives and leaders of our  people—you who are intelligent
men-—you must come to our assistance. We will leave
that lady there, but give me that Indian who shall free
Indians in South Africa. But if in the British HEmpire non-
Europeans, Asiatics and Indians in South Africa be keptdown as
political helots and reduced to industrial serfdom, then I say ‘it is your
duty during the next election to make it the one cry—every one who
stands for election will take a.pledge that the first thing t\at he will
do after entering the Parliament—after he enters the Legislatures—
that he will make it a point to move a resolution on South Africa and
stand by the Indians.of South Africa, until we have broken the chains
of serfdom which tie us down there.

There is our great leader. Mahatma Gandhi. He said very kind
things about us. I want you to give him to us. Give us that man even
for a few months. And all our troubles will be over. Did you notice
when he sat over there and enumerated the many ills that we have



SouTH AFRICA 31

been suffering from in South Africa? Did he look ill then? No. Did

~ you notice how he spoke about South Africa because it took him back
to the days when he suffered for us there? He knows what we are
suffering from. He knows what it is to be a South African Indian.
The longer Mahatma spoke about South Africa, the stronger his voice
grew. When you are taxed, you have no schools for your children—
when you have got education, you have no opportunity for learning
skilled trade —when you have a skilled trade, you have no opportunity
to develop. (Cries of ‘Shame, shame’). I say, therefore, give us Mahatma
Gandhi just for a few months and all our troubles will vanish like snow
before the morning sun. (Applause).

Let me again thank you but let me advise you here in India—if
you feel against the connection with the British Empire which makes
you suffer—for you have already discovered that because you
are a member of the British Empire you suffer— consider what you
ought todo. If you had battle ships today—if you had your army,
that little handful of so-called Whites, who were vomitted forth
on the shores of Helena from the slums of BEurope, would not have

*dared to do what they are doing today.® Are you men ? If you are
not, let the women stand up and say, ‘‘Why should Indians suffer
year after year and why would mo Englishman allow himself to
suffer in the hands of the Indian nation for twenty-four hours.”

We are going though the country. I have told the Viceroy that
we are going to ask the people of India to back him up. The Viceroy
must tell Great Britain that she must exercise the power reserved
under Section 65 of the South Africa Act, that if they do not give
us a Round Table Conference then the Government should veto that
Bill. If the British Government does not use the veto it will show
they have tricked us—how they have betrayed us—how they are robbers
—because they put that section into the Act and they refuse to use if.

In coneclugion, we come to you as your soldiers. Though battered
and torn, we are pot beatén. We are not going to give in. {‘Hear,
hear’). But it is Your duty today tosay “Go on, boys, fight on in
South Africa; we” will stand.by you; we will support you in every
way.” Then we will go on and maintain the great honour of the
great Indign Bmpire. . (Applause). I thank you, Madam.

Maulfna Shankat Ali: I ask Mahatma Gandhi to lead us now.
Those who are for fichting for our brothers in South Africa will go
with Mahatma Gandhi.

The President: The (Congress stands adjourned till tomorrow
noon.
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December 27, 19245.

The Congress reassembled on December 27, 1923, at 1 p.m.
The proceedings commenced with the singing of ‘ Bande
‘Mataram* by a chorus of young boys.

The songs over, the President said: Friends, we now begin our
business. I call upon Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta, the President of the Bengal

Provincial Congress Committee, to move the Resolution on Bengal
Prisoners.

71 BENGAL PRISONERS.

Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta who on rising to speak was greeted with
enthusiastic cheers said:

Madam President, ladies and gentlemen : The Resolution which I
have the honour to move for your acceptance runs as follows :

This Congress strongly condemns the abuse of Regulation III of 1818
m% and the autocratic enactment of the Bengal Ordinance Act, otherwise
kanown as the Bengal Criminal Law, Amendment Act, 1925, and the®
’g arrest and detention. without definite chngo fand- open  trial
; ¢ of'a large number of pat‘uotlc yvoung men of Bengal under the said

| Regulation and Act, and further condemns their continued incarcer-
1 ation, maltreatment and deportation outside Bengal notwithstanding
.+ the clearly and repeatedly expressed opinion of the people, both inside

and outside the legislatures.

‘K»

omg B T T ‘%a

Before I go into the merits of the question I would like to tell you
how Regulation IIT of 1818 is being applied to Bengal for about a year
and a half. You remember that about four years ago there was the
Repressive Laws Committee appointed by the Government of India for
‘the purpose of advising the Government for repeal or otherwise of the
repressive laws. That Committee, so far as I remember, was presided
over by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and the other members were the Right
Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri, Sir William Vincent, Mr. Js Chowdhury from
Bengal and others. The Committee came to an unanimous decmlon that
Bengal Regulation III of 1818 should be repealed The only limita-
tion that was imposed upon that repeal was that it could be applied to the
fxontier provinces for the purpose of preventing frontier tro®bles. The
recommendations of that Government Committee were approved and
accepted by the Government in the form of a Resolution and a pledge
was given that legislative effect would be given to the recommenia-
tions, but—as it has been said before from this platform by many a
patriot that the history of British Rule in this country is a history  of
broken pledges,—those recommendations were not given effect to. On
the contrary it was applied to Bengal some time in 1924. Under that
" Regulation certain of the Bengal prisoners are even today detained,
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« Gentlemen, that is not all.  About a year ago seeretly and
silently the Governor-General hatched an Ordinance without any
notice either to the people or the so-called people’s legislatures
formed under the Reforms Act. Secretly and silently the Government
hatched an Ordinance by which they spirited away peaceful
citizens and kept them in prison without charge and without
open trial. And this happened when peace was reigning in the land.
Under this secretly hatched Ordinance over one hundred and fifty
houses of private citizens in Bengal were searched at dead of
night suddenly and simultaneously and nearly a hundred people
arrested. And the Government's case for promulgating this
Ordinance was that these people whose houses were searched—these
people who were arrested for detention without trial and without
charge—were conspiring to overthrow the Government by means of
bombs and revolvers. But listen. There was no notice given to these
people that their houses would be searched. KEven the Police officers
did not know the promulgation of the Ordinance. It was done so
secretly and even before the Ordinance was published in the Gazette
or even in the newspapers, all on a sudden these one hundred and fifty
places were gearched but no cartridges, no bombs, no revolvers—not a
single incriminating document was found, although there was no
opportumty for these people to hide any arms or ammunition or in-
cnmmatmg papers and secrete them somewhere else. It was absolutely
impossible; and inspite of the fact that there was no'evidence produced,
the Government arrested these people under the Ordinance. And what
did-they do ? They have kept these young men confined.for over a year
now and they are still going on arresting other people.

Gentlemen, you are perhaps aware that this Act contains some sort
of & provision for silencing the critics viz., that there would be a trial
under the Ordinance before certain Magistrates appointed by the
Government, but not a single man has till now been brought forward
before such & tribunal which the Ordinance Act created. Gentlemen,
- you are also aware that when the Ordinance wasg placed before the
= local Legislaturefor its sanction, the Bengal Council by an overwhelm-
'yvlng majority threw it out. Not bemg satisfied with that, the Viceroy
‘by the use of extraordinay powers vested in him vetoed the decision of
the Betﬁal Legislative Council and made it into a law of the land and
under that enactment today over one hundred and fifty persons have
been rotting in jail.

(Gentlemen, how do the Government justify this detention of so
many men ? Not a tittle of evidence was produced. They were not
placed before the ordinary courts of law for trial. "And the charge
that I make against the Government —the charge that I want the
Indian Nation to make through the Indian National Congress' against

5]
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¢ 'n@e Government-—is this : that it was not for the purpose of crushing any
vfblent movement in Bengal that this Ordinance was promulgated; it was
done for the purpose of crushmg the Swarajya Party and the nationalist
act1v1t1es of the Indian Natio u@l()ongress I shall shew to you that
these people who were taken away were arrested at midnight without
any previous notice and no incriminating document, revovler, cartridges
or bomb was found. But all the time they say they were guilty of
secret revolutionary comspiracy. Now there was one gentleman,
Manmohan Bhattacharya. He was deputed to sell shares and collect
subscriptions for that great paper the ‘“Forward”, started by the late
Deshbandhu. He went from place to place all over India  with
printed papers trying to get people to buy shares of the “TForward.”
He was so busy with this that he had no time to think of anything
else.. For no reason whatsoever he was suddenly arrested one
fine morning. To my personal knowledge this man was busy in
connection with the ‘‘ Forward’ and was going from town to town,

and from Province to Province enlisting sympathy for the paper and
inducing people to take an interest in it. But that man was arrested.
What does it show ? .

That was not all. There was another gentleman—Mr. Upendra
Nath Banerji, an Assigtant Editogz of the “Forward.” He was also
gimilarly working day and night for bringing out this paper. He
was similary treated. Was there any justification for his arrest ?

There was another man—we all love him—whose name is
‘Subhas Chandra Bose. He had just then been appointed the
‘Chief E"Xecu‘clvé Ofﬁcer of the Calcutta Corporation. I speak from
per§9£§} exgerlence From morning till night, that man was immersed
in official files of the Corporation.. He had not even time to see his
friends. I know when I attempted to see him, he could only drop in
after eleven in the night when returning from office. He was arrested.
Under what charge? The charge against him wasg that he was hatch-
ing revo nary consp;racy It was preposterous that that man
should be taken away. That shows that the Governmeht was not aim-
ing at revolutionary conspiracy but at the Swarajya Party and at the
Indian National Congress. Gentlemen,' that is the charge T make
against the Government.

Then, some say—some are more frank than others-—some ek)ologlsts
of the Government say, ““ Well, the evidence they have got against
these persons will not stand the test of cross-examination—it will not
stand the test the judges would require.”” That is very frank. But
there are more jealous apologists of the Government who say that these
people are detained because there is sufficient proof against them but
unfortunately, they say, they cannot be brought before open courts of law
for trial, because the jurors are intimidated, witnesses will be murder-
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ed and they are afraid of coming to the witness box. T say that is a lie.
It is a slander against the Bengali race. I shall show to you from
cases decided in open courts of law that in every case said to be of a
political nature, whenever any individual was brought to trial, the
Indian jurors never hesitated to declare their verdict whenever they
found him guilty of the offence he was charged with and hundreds of
Indian witnesses testified to the guilt of the accused whenever there
was any. Take the case of Day’s murder, when an Englishman was
killed, it was said, for political reasons. In Bengal, let me tell you
during the last five or six years only one single European, Mr. Day, was
killed, but no other Englishman has been killed in Bengal since that
famous case of Muzzafarpur. The accused in the Day murder case
was placed before a jury the majority of whom were Indians. He was
found guilty and hanged and fifty or sixty Indian witnesses deposed
against him.. Was there any  difficulty in finding witnesses?
Is it the case of the Government that the witnesses were threaten-
ed ? Is it their case that the jurors were intimidated? Then
there is another case—the Sankaritola Postmaster murder case.
There again a mgn was brought up for trial, the witnesses were
Indians and the majority of the jury were Indians. He was unani-
mously found guilty of murder and.,sentenced to death. That is not
all. There was a case in which a bomb was thrown intoa shop. In
that case there were a number of Indian witnesses and the Indian jury
convicted the accused. This is the way that you get justice in Bengal,
and I have proved that mo Indian jury has hesitated to find the
accused guilty even in political cases. Therefore from this platform I
challenge the Government to produce one. tittle of evidence in any
particular case to prove the contrary. I do not speak of future cases,
because I remember when I spoke about the agent provocatenr at a
meeting in Calcutta and when I spoke about the absence of any in-
criminating thing—revolvers orbombs—at those searches last year,
when I spokeabout all those—~within one day a Bomb Factory of one
bomb, one revolyer and a few cartridges was found. (Laughter). Therefore
I challenge the Government to produce any evidence that in a
single case witnesses were'thteatened in the past or that the jurors were
intimidated when doing their duty in the jury box. Gentlemen, I hope
to have ghtisfied you that there is no reason for not bringing these men
totrial, but the only reason why they have not been placed on'their trial
is because there is no evidence against them. And.that.shows that they
want not to pumsh the offenders—not to punish the criminals, but their
obJect is to smash the Tegitimate activities of the Swarajya Party and
the Indlan Naclondl Congress

Gentlemen, how is this Act being administered now? There is a
provision in the Act that people arrested under it would be cared for
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according to their station in life. Gentlemen, you all know Subhas
Chandra Bose. e had been a member of the Indian Civil Servicé.
Englishmen cannot say that that is not a service of responsibility. He
was at the time of arrest the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta
Corporation, drawing a very big pay. Along with him there was
another gentieman—an M. A. of the Calcutta University, Advocate of
the Calcutta High Court and Member, Bengal Legislative Council—
Mr. 8. C. Mitter. These two men were kept in a cell meant for drunk-
ards, in a police lock-up for a whole wintry night without any beds,
without any arrangements for lying down to sleep. The floors were
dusty—not swept for several days and the walls never cleaned for
several years. In that condition they were allowed to sleep
there for the whole night (‘Shame, shame’) while the guards—
the Inspector and the Sub-Inspector were sleeping comfortably
elsewhere. That is how this Act is being administered and
how they are looking after these men according to their station in
life, as provided for in the Act itself. I am not going through all
the cases that I have got. What justification is there for the Govern-
ment to put people in solitary cells where those condemned to death
are kept? Most of us have been inside the jails. We know the condi-
tions of life in these cells. But that is how these persons are being
treated according to their station tn life. T can give you instance after
instance of ill-treatment. I can give you that famous incident when
three prisoners were taken away from Berhampore to the Hazaribagh
jail foreibly on a wintry night without any clothing to cover the
upper parts of their bodies. I can tell. you how. Mr, S.C. Mitter, a
diabetic patient-—he was being treated by a Kaviraj and improving
in _health ~how s,llindde'nwly, lo and behold! one fine morning he was
deported to Burma and has been confined there since then in
Mandalay. This is a sorry tale to tell. Almost every person who
has. been deported to Burma is suffering from some disease or other.
But whatever application is made to the Government for their removal
is not listened to. Gentlemen, there was a recommendation by the
Superintendent that these people should receive four i'u&xees for susten-
ance instead of tworupees a day. That recammendatioh was approved by
the Jail Visitor, Mr. Justice J. R. Das of the Rangoon High Court. Our
charge is that the Bengal Government had turned down thgt recom-
mendation. But Sir Hugh Stephenson from his seat in the\ Bengal
Legislative Council said that the Bengal Government had no responsi-
bility in the matter. They threw it entirely upon the Government of
Burma. The law is that the Local Government shall fix the allowance
of these prisoners. Thisis a funny way of getting out of the responsibi-
lities imposed upon the Government by that very Act. What do they
do? They are supposed to look after them. They are responsible for
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keeping them in comfort. But instead of that, they ﬁrgt of all deport
them outside Bengal and subsequently say that they are not responsible
for their comforts, That is absolutely against the law.

That is how the Act is administered today. They are detained
without trial, without any charge—*hey are deported and kept in most
insanitary places and when we tell the Government that they are
violating their own rules, they say they are not responsible. (‘Shame,
shame’}.

‘ T told the Government in another place and T tell them again—and
I hope I voice the opinion of you all--that this is not the way to
stop our agitation for freedom. If you want to stop us, remove the
éaiise for all these troubles—remove the cause, namely, our hunger for
__freedom— change your Constitution and give us Swaraj. If you do not,

 remember, the British Government will be down and will be demolish-
ed in the same way as other Grovernmenta in other countries were
‘demolished when they tried to impede the onward march of a Freedom
Movement, . (Applause).

The President: I mnow call upon Mr. Jayakar to second the’

resolution moved by Mr. J.M. Sen-Gupta. °

Mr. ayakar (Bombay) walked to the rostrum and was hailed with
cries of ‘Hindi, Hindi". He said: .

I do net know Hindi well enough to speak before you. I do not
know the art which the ancient Indians possessed, to speak in
a new language at a moment’s inspiration. (Laughter). - Therefore
you will have to content yourself with a short speech in English, until
I possess the art of my ancestors, of getting up a language in- the
twinkling of an eye.

The resolution before you meeds no additional recommendation
from me. I wish you had come here in that part of the morning when
I could have spoken to you with a hungry stomach bringing the neces-
sary language and embellishments, for my phraseology will suffer to a
large extent by , reason of the circumstance that I am speaking
on this resolution, after a full meal. (Laughter). The resolution has
already been read to you.® You have noted the several clauses
thereof. But there is one clause which T should have expected
there but ewhich unfortunately is not written in ink but perhaps written
in unseen letters of Indian martyrdom. That clause which I do not
find here but which ought to have been there and which, I am sure, is
there in unwritten letters of Indian marbtyrdom, I shall read out to you
with the inscrutable eye and it is this: ** This Congress congratulates
the Indian people on their wonderful patience with which, they have
borne this kind of insult for so many years.” That clause is not here
but I read it here because that is the most important circumstance of
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all and requires considerable comment. The fact that we have borne
for all these years with patience this singular insult to the manhood
and youth of our country shows, in my opinion,” wonderful patience
indeed ! What this resolution embodies has already been put.before you
which such wealth of information .and  phraseology.as. my friend
Mr. Sen-Gupta has employed. It is not therefore my funection to travel
over the same ground and I do not wish to take your time unnecessarily
_on that. I shall only put before you one or two considerations. And
those are, that it is a disgrace upon any civilized Government, much
more so upon a Government that prides itself on having. evolved -a
common law in their own country—that Government which is supposed
to have given a law of evidence which contains such wonderful rules for
the ascertainment of truth as against falsehood. And what is the
reason for which these young men have not been brought to trial. .I
want you to find it out. I only mention two grounds. One is that
although there is moral proof of their guilt and absence of innocence
of these young men, that proof is not such as will allow itself to be
tested by cross-examination and court trial. That is one ground. But
we all realize that that proof which cannot allow itself to be tested by
cross-examination and trial is no proof at all. It might have a good
force or it may exist in the bedchamber as it very often happens in
the case of husband and wife, but a proof that cannot lend itself to
cross-examination and trial in open courts where the intmocence or
guilt of any individual is concerned, is no proof at all. The second
ground is that if the Government were to disclose the names of their
witnesses and approvers, there will be intimidation practised on these
people, with the result that the necessary proofs will not be forthcom-
ing at the trial. This is an absolute lie. And why? Sincethe time
when Gosain was murdered in 1908 by two of his co-prisoners—a
kind of outburst against his perfidy—since that time, I can say without
any fear of contradiction, there has been no case at all where approvers
or witnesses have been dealt with by force in order to,prevent their
evidence from coming before the court. I throw this,challenge to the
Government, which I hope they will accept, togive us a single instance
since that date—since that time up till now—is there any case on
record—any single case where Indian witnesses have been intimidated
in order that their evidence may not be forthcoming at the time of
trial? Then take those two trials—important in Bengal—a fact which
is not realized in other parts of the country—take those two cases, the
Bomb shop and the Day murder in Calcutta. Who is it that traced
the eriminals? Not the police but the Indian bystander who saw
the commisgion of these crimes. They came to the rescue of the law.
They pursued the criminal and handed him over to the police. That
being the testimony, Isay, it is a gross libel on the Bengali people
to say that they intimidate approvers or witnesses and that therefore
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it is a false ground which the Government is adducing. Frima facie,
these young men who have been arrested and kept in prison without
any trial—what kind of men were they ? I happen to know two of them.
Of these two whom - I know, Subhas Chandra Bose belonged to the .
heaven-born service. No Englishman can say that he is not a member
of a respectable family, in the sense of service. I have never known
a young man more gentle, more dutiful, more honest, more obliging,
more considerate and more in keeping with the gentle traditions of
the country than Subhas Chandra Bose. Prima facie, when a gentleman
of his type is arrested, people have a right to demand that he should be
brought to frial immediately.

This, gentlemen, speaks of our wonderful patience, that we
have borne these insults for so many years. I say therefore that
we must make this resolution the first instalment of that ochange
of heart for which Mahatma Gandhi has pleaded. Our cry for
Swarajya iz an empty dream so long as the importance of resolutions
like this is not realized.  That being the importance of the resolution,
T ask you to accord your acceptance. (Agplause).

Dr. Satyapal su’pported the motion in Urdu.

The President: I now call upop Mr. Syam Sunder Chakraverty
to address the Congress.

Mr. Syam Su
was greeted wit

hakraverty . (Bengal) who on rising to speak
cheers said :

Srimati Sarojini Naidu and my dear Fellow-Delegates : (Cries of
‘Hindi, Hindi’).

First addressing the delegates in Hindustani, he thereafter spoke
in English as follows:

The resolution that has been placed before you is an impotent
one. It will only tend to give an impression to the Government that
we do not mean business. You are keeping the administration intact;
you are allowmg everything to go on as merrily as .a marriage-bell
with this reservat10n~w1th the word * obstruection’ on your lips—
your only one cowardly reply*to all these serious challenges—*“ Mui fo
tasw bolay noi”’. If you are worth anything, if you really deserve to
have mene like Mahatma Gandhi in your midst, then make a solemn
determination from this very moment—from this very assembly, under
the presidency of one of our august ladies of India, that from the next
hour, nay, if possible from the next moment, you will have nothing
to do with an administration under which such inhuman Ordinances
and Regulations are at all possible. (cries of ‘ Hear, hear’). Are you
prepared to do that? Or, will you only shout ‘ Hear, hear’? This
one Bengal Ordinance is a cause worth ‘going wilderness into’ for
years and years. If we are really impotent—if we have really
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lost all that was once Indian, then let us retire -into wilderness ard
gather strength to give a fitting challenge to those who are oppreqslng
us like this.

If you wanbt to hear from me something of the secrets -of
prison cells of which you have heard so much from my prede-
cessors, you will be disappointed. I shall tell you only one story and
that will be enough. When after my four and a half years’ internment
I returned to Calcutta, there was an occasion for me to see the
Political Secretary. That gentleman had the frankness to tell me
that all the revolutionaries whom he happened to ask about my
complicity in their affairs gave him to understand in unequivocal
language that I did my best to dissuade them from their suicidal
course. A voice: ‘That is a compliment’. (Laughter). Well that may
not be a compliment, but that was the compliment paid to me
by men who incarcerated our young men. The sequel may prove
interesting to those who are taking me tobe a coward. (Cries of
‘No, no’). 1 asked that gentleman—if I happened to be such a good boy
of Vidyasagar’s primer, thep what it was that made him keep me in
durance vile for four and a half years. Ie said* there we tread on
firmer ground’. 1 retorted that that firm ground might prove to be
quicksand. What was it, I asked. He said that they had unmistak-
able proof that I was for achieving India’s freedom with German aid.
I told him, ‘when my own countrymen did not think of me when you
snatched me away from my dear and near ones,do you think that the
‘Kaiser went out of his way far away in Germany and took it into his
head to conspire with me to achieve Indian independence ?” He saw
the situation far too inconvenient for him and returned to other topies.

‘When such is the case, then why do the Government spin out such
false stories against the young men of Bengal. The very fact that
they are imprisoned without trial—though for myself T have no special
charm for that law which is a discredited law, which rules by means
of brute force—so far as I am concerned I have got abfiolutely nothing
to do with this law—is quite enough for me and T am never disposed

“to forgive the man who has anything to do with that law. They say
that it is the most barbarous thing that can be done under the sun to
shut up men without trial. But that thing has been happening for the
last twenty or twenty-five years or since the English admimistration
began. But it never tires your patience. You come to the Congress,
pass strong resolutions, make moving speeches and repeat “mai fo

tasu bolay nai . (Laughter). Do not repeat that phrase any more if you
are men, and if you do not want to become the laughing-stock of the
world. ILearn to give proper reply to these things—if not by anything
else, at least by withdrawing your hands from this wretched machinery
of administration, (Cries of ‘' Hear, hear’ and applause),
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. ‘.'\The President: I now call upon Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to support
the resolution. ' '

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta (Maharashtra) said:

Madam President, Ladies and 'Gentlemen: I rise to support
the resolution which has been moved by my friend Mr. Sen-Gupta.
I will confine myself toa few observations regarding the genesis of
this Ordinance. You will remember that on October 25, 1924 the
Ordinance was promulgated and the Viceroy made a declaration
as to the reasons which moved the Governor-General fto
promulgate the said Ordinance. Any one who has read -that
declaration of reasons will remember that the Viceroy depicted
the then situation of Bengal in a most dark and dismal
manner, Like the fat boy in Dickens, he described the situation so as
to make the blood in our veins freeze—he described as if in' every
village in Bengal there was a bomb factory and every street corner of
Caleutta was infested with .revolutionaries throwing bombs and shoot-
ing at policemen and Englishmen. Yet, if you examine the record of
the so-called revolutionary conspiracy, yoy will find that in the course
of two years barel%r two murders could be recorded and only a few
other crimes which may not be very v1olent~—that was all the amount
of erime for which a population nearly as large as.that of the United
Kingdom Iras been penalized.

As a matter of fact, it has been shown by my friend the mover . of
the resolution that all this story about revolutionary conspiracy was a
grossly exaggerated statement. And I say that already the ex-Chief-
Justice of England hag forfeited his claim of doing justice and after
this Bengal Ordinance his reputation for veracity is gone. (Cries of
‘Hear, hear’). Nobody c¢an - believe the words of the ex-Chief-
~ Justice of England because in his declaration of the Ordinance he
has made a statement which has been proved to be false by subsequent
statements. Now, I will describe one or two clauses -of the so-called
Ordinance. S .

In that Ordinance there ig” a provision for trial of those arrested
under this Act by Commissioners, the majority of whom are to be
Government nominees., In spite of these safeguards—in spite of the
suspension of the rules of evidence and procedure and in spite of the
fact that the Commissioners who are to be judges will be mostly
Government nominees, the Bengal Government had not the courage
to bring these arrested persons to trial. That is the fact about this
Bengal Ordinance and no trial has been held although in this lawless
law there is a provision for trial.

The second thing is the judicial enquiry. After these people are
arrested, if they are not tried, it is open to the Government to appoint
6
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a Committee of Enquiry. No Committee has been appointed even
though the Committee’s report is not binding on the Government.
That is the Ordinance. That is the real substance of that Ordinance.

Now there remains for me one last fact to mention and that is
this: in the Legislative Assembly when the Bengal Ordinance was
under discussion, Col. Crawford made a statement which was
significant, He said that the Europeans of Bengal were getting out of
hand after the ‘ Day murder ’ and perhaps the Europeans would have
taken the law into their own hands if this law had not been
promulgated. This will be found in the records of the debates of the
Assembly. Here was a Buropean representative declaring on the
floor of the House that if the Bengal Ordinance had not been promul-
gated the Europeans of Calcutta would have gone out of hand. That
is an admission ‘which, I think, can only mean this, that if
the Government did not arrest these people, then the
Europeans of Bengal would have broken the King’s peace as they
call it. My only reply is that the Europeans of Bengal became
so lawless as to threaten the peace so that the arrest of one hundred
and fifty young men of Bepgal was a necessity for the security and
good behaviour of the Europeans of Bengal. Thht was the reason
underlying the arrests of these one hundred and fifty innocent patriots.

Lastly, it is said that Calcutta and Bengal are seething with
revolutionary conspiracies and discontent and that there® are bomb
factories and revolvers in every street corner. In my humble opinion
the greatest conspiracy in this country is the Government of India.
It is the most gigantic conspiracy against the liberty of the people of
this country, and the greatest bomb factory is the Home Office of the
Government of India. And if anybody is to be deported it is
Sir Alexander Muddiman, the Home Member, whois sitting over
this bomb factory and not the hundred and fifty innocent young men
of Bengal and if anybody is to be kept under arrest it is the
Government of India and not the people of Bengal. .That is the
real situation as it appears to me. And I quite endprge the sentiment
expressed by Mr. Syam Sunder Chakraverty that mere resolutions and
condemnation of Government measures* cannot meet the situation.
If we are really serious, something more tangible than the mere
passing of resolutions of protest is necessary. And I am here<to tell my
friend that Swarajists, so far as I am able to understand them, will be
at one with him in having a constructive programme for carrying on
the agitation in a real practical and business-like manner and not by
mere resolutions. Gentlemen, I support this resolution. (Applause.)

The President: 1 now call upon Dr. Ansari to support the
resolution. -
~ Dr, Ansari (Delhi) supported the resolution in Urdu,
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+ Syt. Purushottam Ray (Bengal) next supported the -resolution in
Hindi.
The President: The resolution is before you and :-m havs
heard with what eloguence and force the mover and supporters of the
resolution have placed their case. Before putting it to vote 1 want
to remind you of the message of Srimati Basanti Devi, not to
forget those young men rotting in prison, and I want you to
realize the full implication of the resolution. When you pass this
resolution you take upon yourselves the responsibility of getting them
out of prison. Those who are for the resolution will please raise their
hands. (Cries of ‘ All, all’).

Those against : (Cries of ‘ None, none’).

The resolution is unanimously carried. (Enthusiatic cheers).

IV. GURDWARA PRISONERS.

The President: Lala Lajpat Rai will now move the Punjab
Gurdwara resolution.

Lala Lajpat Ral walked to the rostrum and was greeted with
prolonged cheers and cries of ‘ Lala La,Jpat Rai-ki-jai.’
Lala LaJpat Ral (Pun}ab) said :

I will* first read out the resolution (cries of ‘Hindi, Hindi’)
which runs thus in English :

This Congress deeply regrets that the Punjab Government has not yet
released the Gurdwara Prisoners in spite of the settlement brought
about by the Gurdwara Act, merely on the technical ground that
the Gurdwara prisoners would not give an undertaking which the
high-souled prisoners declared to be derogatory to their self-respect.
This Congress is of opinion that there will be no proper settlement of
the Gurdwara question until the Gurdwara prisoners are uncondi-
tionally released.

After readihg the resolution he spoke in Hindi.

He then addressed the Cdngress in English as follows :

I began my vremarks in Hindi with the observation that
it was ‘in the fitness of things that this resolution should
immedidtely :follow the . Bengal Ordinance resolution. In one
case, 1 submitted, people were put behind the prison Dbars
under suspicion of being revolutionaries—suspected to be members of
a revolutionary conspiracy which aimed at upsetting the Government,
that is, they were suspected of acting contrary to the intention
of the Government established by law. On the other hand, the
Government is keeping behind the bars gentlemen who are not
accused of any revolutionary campaign—who are not accused of
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having done anything wrong against the law except that they
showed by their conduct that they would not submit to
any settlement unless their grievances were redressed, that s,
unless the management of the Gurdwaras was placed in their hands.
When this question was settled—and the Government wanted these
gentlemen to give an undertaking that they would abide by the pro-
visions of the Gurdwara Bill and in future would desist from taking
any direct action in connection therewith—I was one of those people
who thought that an undertaking of that kind was absolutely harmless
and would not in any way affect the prestige of the prisoners. But
the prisoners themselves thought otherwise, and since then by regis-
tering themselves as voters under the provisions of the Gurdwara Act,
they have practically given much more than a written undertaking of
their willingness to abide by the Gurdwara Act. -In- these
circumstances, the Government has no justification for keeping them
in jail or threatening them with prosecution. It is purely obstinate,
high-handed and tyrannical to keep these persons behind the prison
bars after they have proved by their conduct that they will abide by
the Gurdwara settlement. #hat is the substance gf the speech I made
in Hindi.

The President: I now call® upon Mr. 8. Srinivasa Iyengar ‘to
second the resolution. - . ”

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar (Tamil Nadu) said :

Madam President, sister and brother delegates: I am very sorry
that T am obliged to speak in a language which is neither mine nor
yours. After Lalaji’s exposition both in Hindi and in English, it will be
superfluous for me to add any words to commend this resolution to
your acceptance. ButIam askedto saya few words because I was on
the Gurdwara Enquiry Committee appointed by the Working Committee
of the Congress and' therefore I am able to testify from impressions
gathered during that time to the splendid discipline .and the non-
violent agitation which was carried on by the Akali.s and other Sikhs
in connection with their fight regarding “"i'él'i‘gioiis endowments.
Abppropriately enough for this Congrese—which, Tam certain, will
open a new era ,in the history of our natlonal movement, when
abrave woman -calls men to be brave——you will  see that  the
resolutions which. are placed in the forefront are, ones aboufq
Bengal prisoners: and another about the prisoners in the Punjab.
It is only: by .constant memorising of our grievances of this descrip-
tion that. the patriotism. which. we .can . grasp by fits and starts can‘
be- stablhsed in us and -can.be a permanent. possession ‘with.us. Itis
only then that we shall be able to resort. to measures Whlch shall make
it-unnecessary for us to move resolu’clons of thls descmpmon LA time
there was in the-old Congress when people. appea, led to . the .traditiong
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of British justice and said thatin India things were different;
and appeals were made to the Cabinet and public men of England
to»amend the state of things here because the bureaucrats were at
fault. But we have now realized that whether in England or in India,
the mentality that oppresses us is identically the same. You have no
better illustration than the subject of the first resolution, namely the
detention of the Bengali prisorers under the Ordinance, which was
sanctioned by the Labour Party, supposed to be pro-Indian in sym-
pathies, and has been continued by the present government in England.
Every province in India has her own crown of thorns, but Bengal
and the Punjab have been particularly marked for a perpetual destiny,
for wearing the perpetual crown of thorns which the British Govern-
ment is capable of forging.  After the martial law business which
has been discredited even according to their own admission, you
have the example of the treatment. of these Akali prisoners,
(Cries of ‘Shame, shame’). What then is the = justification,
you may ask, for this detention ? The Sikh Akalis have gained thelr
point. They started the agitation for the purpose of getting popular
control over theirereligious -endowments® and they have now got it.
Instead of these endowments being in charge of autocratic and lrres-
ponsible Mahants, they have now goba legislation by way of compro-
mise under.which the Akalis and other Sikhs have constituted them-
selves into an electorate so that it might be able to set up a Committee
of management to supervise their respective endowments. In that state
of things, it is not at all easy to understand why the. British Govern-
ment in the Punjab as elsewhere want to have an underfaking. from
the prisoners. On their behalf and on behalf of the whole communlty,
some seftlement has been arrived at. That settlement has not
been entirely sahsfaetmy Nevertheless on broader lines. it has
been accepted.  And I am told that about 90 per cent of the Sikhs
have enrolled themselves on the electoral rolls whlch were going
to govern through a representative Commlttee the endowments in
that part of tht «country. Sirdar Kharak Slngh late Pres1dent of -
the Shromani Committee and the Provincial Congress’ Commltte_e,y
has not enrolled himself. But the fact that he did not enrol himself
does not entitle the Government to keep -him and other prisoners in
jail. Whét the Goovernment mean to say is that these prisoners, while
in jail, without the assistance of their friends, should make themselves
acquainted with the privisions of the Act and as such give an under-
taking. The Government talk of civilization, of law and order ; and
here they want the Sikh gentlemen- in jail to give an undertaking as
a condition of their release, that they should agree to a legislation
which they have not studied. I should imagine, if you want-an
undertaking it should be an undertakmu to abxde by the prov1sxons of
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the Act and to work it out ; but how could you give an undertaking
binding yourself not to resort to any direct action, in case you are
dissatisfied with the legislation. I suppose it is the Swarajya Party’s
movement of obstruction and Deshbandhu’s ‘ ending of dyarchy*that
is responsible for this kind of undertaking and working the
Act. Hereafter, I am certain whatever reforms are going to be
given, a proviso must be added that it should be worked out. It
is this kind of Government which merits the balanced opi-
nion of a Srinivasa Sastri, but I have no patience with such
balanced opinion. ‘I can only express my opinion and the
opinion of the country in respect of a Government which denies
the barest justice—which denies the barest freedom to persons to think
and act for themselves in connection with certain legislative measures
which have been introduced. Why should an Indian be asked to
work out an Act or to abide by the provisions of the Act? If they are
unwilling to abide by the Act, certainly the Government has large
powers in the name of ‘ Law and Order’. Therefore it is really an
idle undertaking which they want. The Government is capable enough
to go on without any unde.rtaking. If it is powerful enough, it does
" not want an undertaking ; and if it is not powerful enough, then there
is no necessity for this undertakin®g either. Buf my idea is that it is a
spirit of meanness which is characteristic of this Governmen{—it is this
pettifogging spirit which says that the Sikh prisoners must offer an
apology to the Government so that the prestige of the British Govern-
ment might be materially enhanced in the eyes of the whole world. It ig
this absurd system of administration that is responsible for this. When
we shall be able to end this system, is a question which is
universal. So far as I am concerned, I have no faith in a
system of government like this. All that I can tell you from my
experience of the Gurdwara agitation is that I can whole-heartedly
support the resolution which has been moved, namely that this
Congress deeply regrets the attitude taken by the Government It is
a very modest resolution and I do not suppose that even a balanced
opinion will jibe at it.

But you have this fact that the Akalis have deserved well of us.
They, in periods of our depression, were able as beacon-lights of the
Non-co-operation spirit, to keep the movement alive. I mystlf wit-
nessed the splendid effect of the doctrine of non-violence on the Akali
Sikhs. It is significant that a martial race like the Akalis and . other
Sikhs should have got into the habit of thinking and aecting politically
in line with the other races and I have no doubt that the Punjab alone
will be able to wrest Swaraj for herself and for the rest of India from
an alien Government. I hope there will be unity in the Punjab
among the Hindus and Mussalmans and in the next election the whole
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country will hum with life, and that she will shoulder worthily the
burden which upon a martial province is necessarily cast. (Applause).
With these words I commend the resolution to your acceptance.

Maulana Shaukat Ali (U.P.) supported the resolution in Urdy,
Pt. Neki- Ram Sharma (Punjab) in Hindi, Ghazi Abdur Rahman
(Punjab) in Urdu, Syt. B.F. Barucha (Bombay) in Hizndi and Sirdar
Mangal Singh (Punjab) in Urdu.

The President then put the resolution to vote and it was carried
unanimously.

V. EXPULSION OF
NON-BURMAN OFFENDERS BILL.

The President: I now call upon Mr, T. Prakasam to move the
resolution on Non-Burman Expulsion Bill.

Mr. Prakasam (Andhra) said :

Madam President, ladies and gentlemen : You will forgive me for
not being able to agdress you in Hindi. «I shall promise to make an
effort next time when I appear before the Congress. The resolution
that T am here to move before you runs thus:

This Congress regards the Expulsion of Non-Burman Offenders Billand
the Tax on Sea Passengers Bill of Burma to be an attack on the
liberty. of the .citizen. In the opinion of the Congress, the first
Bill imperils the vast interests of Indians resident in Burma inas-
much as it exposes innocent men to the mercy of the executive. The
Congress is of opinion that the Bills should not receive the Viceregal
sanction.

The resolution is a very mild one and expresses -the hope that the
Viceroy would not give his sanction to these two measures. I had
been to -Burma three months ago with a view to study the local condi-
tions, particularly with reference to these two Bills. The first Bill,
Non-Burman Expulsion Bill relates to the expulsion of Non-Burmans
in Burma if they should be found guilty of the numerous offences
enumerated in the schedule attached to the Bill and the offences
defined in the schedule include the offence of insult, libel, slander
and of not possessing or obtaining a licence for installation of
wireless telegraph and other similar offences. The object of the Bill as
propounded in the Statement of Objects and Reasons is the prevention
of criminal tribes entering or staying in Burma. But the real object
is the prevention of any political propaganda or any education of the
Indian in political matters. Another object is to prevent Indians from
gettling there and to remove from Burma on the slightest pretext, for a
trivial offence those Indians who have established long vested interests
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there-—~those Indians who were born there and who had gone.
and settled there years ago. If these two Bills were passed into
law we should have another Kenya or South Africa in the heart
of ‘India.” In South Africa early legislations started in the same
manner. If these measures are not prevented—if they should get
the assent of the Viceroy and remain on the Statute Book then not only
those Indians who have settled there would suffer but India
herself would suffer. This is an insult and challenge to India.
Burma is not South Africa. Itis not Kenya. It is an integral part.
of this unfortunate country ruled by the Government of India. The
Viceroy has been pleading that he could not do anything with regard
to the Anti-Asiatic Bill of South Africa, because it is a self-governing
colony and His Excellency had no power.to do anything to influence
that Government. But here is a Bill which has been passed without
his previous sanction in the Burma Legislative Council and has been
awaiting his assent for a number of months. These measures should
be prevented from remaining on the Statute Book even if they receive
his assent.

‘As regards the Sea Passengers’ Bill, it contempfates imposing a tax
of five rupees per head upon every passenger that gets into Burma either
from Bengal or from any of the coasts of Madras. Already there is
a tax on family-men of five rupees per head and in the case of an un-
married person it is Rs. 1-8. There is also a Capitation tax in Lower
Burma. This was introduced with a view to prevent Indians from going
to Burma. It is the duty of India to see that these two measures do not
become law and if they become law, they should not be enforeced.
So far as labour is concerned, you will see that the population
in Burma is about 134 millions. This is one of the minor provinces
under the Government of India Act. Indians in Burma number
over ten lakhs, of these Bengalis are more than three lakhs. It is to
the interest of India to see that these ten lakhs of our, compstrioty
in Burma are well protected and strong measures ought to be taken
from now. T

I had been touring Burma since thetse two Bills had been passed
into law by the Burma Council. You know that they did not get the
approval of the Burmese nation or even of the non-official Huropean
members of the Burma Council. After these Bills were passed, there
was a monstrous meeting at Rangoon presided over by a Burmese leader
and -attended by thousands of Burmese themselves. They protested
against this measure with one voice. These measures were brought by
interested parties, engineered as they were by the Nationalist party
under a misapprehension, as they have since discovered to their own
cost. They were responsible for piloting these Bills and passing. them
into "~ law. They thought that in the first Council they
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~—having got the so-called power and position of two ministers—
could do these things ; but after the next elections which took place
only a month ago, they found that they were thrown overboard by the
very government who used them for passing these Bills, because the
ministerships were not given to the ministers responsible for this Bill
but given to the members of the Independent party—the creation of the
government itself. These Nationalists themselves were good enough to
invite me and assured me that they were. not opposed to the -interests
of Indians in Burma, and it will be well just now for the Indian repre-
sentatives in the Burma Council to co-operate with the Swaraj Party,
the Home Rule Party in the Burma Council and see that these
nieasures are revoked, even if they get the assent of the Viceroy. 1
‘hope that it will be done. After the last general elections, the Nation-
alists of Burma arrayed themselves against the Government and have
been fighting with the Swarajists who are in a minority and as a
result of this difference between the Nationalists and the governmental
group, a Swarajist has been elected Deputy President of the Burma
Qouncil today and he has accepted the position without any salary. So
it is just the opportane time for us to regllate the conduct of labour
and immigration, to educate them and to see that they do not go there
in such large numbers only to suffers India today seems to have become
a labour depot: From the southern districts—from fhe Tamil districts
—Wwe are s.ending labour to promote the interests of the English planters
of Ceylon ; and now we are sending labour to Burma. You do not know
how they are suffering. Thirty or forty of them live in a small room
without space enough to move about. They cannot find room to sleep
in ; they sleep in the streets of Rangoon. Itis a tragic sight to notice
that no effort has been made to alleviate their distress. On the
contrary, racial bitterness has been created on account of this Bill
I hope the Congress will not remain - silent by passing this resolution.
I hope you will do your best to see that Indian labour is regulated
wherever it goes, either to Burma or to Ceylon or to South Africa.

With these words I commend the resolution to your acceptance,.

- Mr. 8. 8. Halkar (Burmg) seconded the resolution in Hindi.

Mr. erpendrachandra Baneuea in supportmg it said :

Madam Pres1dent ladies and gentlemen : Tt appears that the
house i% tired. (Cries of ‘ No, no’). T am one of those who claim to have
some experience of the situation in Burma. But I shall be the last
person at this late hour of the day to tire your patience with a long
. speech. My only excuse for troubling you at this late hour isthat I
/- was in Burma for two years and have tried in my humble way to fight
for the cause of Indians in. Burma and for Indo Burmese unity.

The situation today is ominous.  The situation is akin to that in
South Africa. Our brothers and sisters in South Africa are sitting on
7
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the crater of a volcano by reason of the Expulsion Bill, which means
compulsory repatriation and even starvation and deéath. Likewise, "
Indians in Burma are threatened today. For the Burmans have now

raised the cry, after the qualified Home Rule they have. got, { Burma-

for the Burmese * which means expulsion of those who hold the view
that the British hold Burma for their own interest. But the Burmese
themselves do not understand what harm it will do them. All
Burmans are not anti-Indian. There are pro-Indian Burmans like
Rev. Uttama. We know that this insidious poison of anti-Indianism
has been instilled into the minds of semi-educated Burmans. . The
Burmese are a lovable people. They are an artistic race but they are
a‘people who have an arrested development and so the British have
been able to instil into the minds of the Burmese this poison of anti-
Indianism with the result that they have forgotten their own history

—what they owe to Buddha and to India. They have forgotten the

history of their Indian origin, and the fact that all they own today~—their
religion, their culture, their social customs—have an Indian origin.

After all, the Burmese are taught that they are powerless by the
side of the British., What is the psychology ? The.Rritish people have
realised that their career of exploitation in India is fast coming to an
o end—it will cease in the course of fifteen or twenty years. They realise
* also that in Burma they have a clean slate to write upon-—beautiful
“fields, pretty damsels, fine country, monasteries ard pagodds which
might be Europeanised ; there is plenty of timber, coal and so on. That
is the psychologywthe psychology of our illustrious ex-Governor of the
Utiited Provmces, Sir Harcourt Butler who put our leader Pandit

Motilal N ehru in jail. Sir Harcourt is..a. fine gentleman, courteous:
and astute —he is trying to see that the Indians in. Burma and the

G

Burmese may.not.come together. Therefore, I tell you that unless
the Indlans in Burma are organised, unless there is an Indian- Nation-
al Congress in Burma and unless we have a mandate from the Cong-

ress to organise the Indians there, the Indian -question-tirere will be,

finished in the course of the next ten years. .

VT L]

Called upon by the President to address the Congress, Mr. Abdus
Sattar Wali (Burma) said : )

Madam: I am here to support the resolution and vqice the
feelings of the Indians in Upper Burma who consider. the two
Bills passed by the Burmese Legislature recently as unprecedented
in nature, unique in harshness, unparalleled in conception and
barbarous in execution, and as obliterating the very principles of
justice and equity. The Sea Passengers Bill aims at the exploitation
of Indian labour in Burma by imposing a tax on every passenger
coming by boat to Burma. It is directed mainly against poor Indian
coolies who form ninety per cent of [ndian emigrants to Burma,
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LConsidering the object of the Bill, we find that it violates the very
principle of taxation of any government in any part of the world.
The Expulsion Biil aims at expelling the Indians from Burma. No
Indian is safe in that country henceforward. The second clause of
the Bill though it does not mention the word ‘Indian’, is primarily
and solely directed against the Indians because the Indians are the
majority of the non-Burman residents in Burma. The number
of Indians in Burma is about one million whereas the. number
of non-Burman residents in Burma is  one lakh twenty five
thousand roughly, that is, 124 per cent. Therefore it can be said that
these Bills aim particularly at that community which forms the majority.
The second important point regarding this Bill is, whereas  the
Europeans are governed by the principle of international law to have
the right of retaliation, the Indians in Burma have not got that right
because they have no government of their own. If I am to compare the
two Bills, that is the anti-Asiatic Billin South Africa and the Expul-
sion Bill in Burma,—I shall deal with only three salient features—I
may say that first the Expulsion Bill aims at turning out and doing
injustice to a greater number of Indiangthan the number of Indians
in all the colonies in the British Empire put together.  The second
point is that the expulsion in South, Africa will be gradual whereas in
Burma it ‘will be a sudden extermination of Indians. Thirdly, the
South Aftican Bill is directed not only against the Indians but against
all Asiatics. The Expulsion Bill here in Burma is solely intended for
the Indian community. Therefore I appeal to you; ladies and gentle
men, to help us in this dire hour of need so that we may vindicate . our
rights and attain our liberty. Whether you help us or not, the Indians
in Burma have realised the full significance of these three words
‘ Unity is strength’, and we shall go on as martyrs for India’s glory
whatever may come to us (applause), and we shall actin a way quite
befitting " this land of Aryas. I know we have not the power, I know
we have not the strength. ‘I myself" feel the pang of slavery and I
hope it is burhing within us, urging us to agitate and march forward
till we win back. the greatest boon which God has givento man—TFree-
dom. (Applause). *

President: I nmow -call upon Mr. V. Madanjit to support. the
resolufion.

Mr. Madanjit (Burma) said :

Madam: I am here to speak on the two Bills recently
passed .in the Burma Legislative Council. Those Billg, as Mr.
Prakasam has told you, are the most pernicious Bills that have
been ‘passed by any legislature. The effect of the Bills is that
the Indians in Burma—one million strong—will not be able to stay
there in peace. Then thereis the Sea Passengers Bill. Every year
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three lakhs of Indians go to Burma and they will come under the
operation of the Bill. A large number of Indians live in towns which
have got to pay the Capitation tax. The Government levies the tax
on every household. This tax is levied- on every man after he attains
eighteen years of age at Rs. 2-8 per head and if he is a married man
he has got to pay five rupees; while the Sea Passengers Bill will
levy five rupees on each adult ticket. An adult ticket may mean
a girl of twelve years who pays the full fare. Mr. Prakasam has
told you what the effect of this levy will be.  The Expulsion Bill
involves all the indignities that canbe hurled upon the Indian people.
I cannot go through all the details of the measure. The Bill
includes all such sections of the Indian Penal Code as Section 144
and all such offences which come under the category of Sections
108 and 110 of the Indian Penal Code and all those offences punishable
with two years imprisonment and more. Now even an assault is in-
cluded in the Bill. A man may be discharged and warned, but if he
is convicted twice, he must be deported by a [first class magistrate,
It is for you to realise the situation in which the Indians in Burma
are. You are thinking of dping something for your people in South
Africa, Kenya and T'iji but you are indifferent so’far as Indians in
Burma are concerned. There was a time when Indians were very keen
on a subject of this character but the indignities hurled upon us are
so many and so great, that we have ceased to take interest imw it.

Before the Viceroy leaves India in February, he may give his
agsent to these Bills and then our position will be anomalous. We shall
be at the mercy of the executive who are not always favourable. to the
Indian interest. Sir Harcourt Butler is a very astute gentleman.
He got the support of the Burmese nationalists in this matter. I
want you—when you go home—not to sit tight but take up the
question in every home, village or town and hold public meetings to
protest against these measures so that something might be done to
make the Viceroy withhold his assent to them. .

The President: I now put this motion to vote. * T know you all
sympathise with the grievances of Indjans in Burma and protest
against the injustice that is being done to them. I hope you will
pass the resolution unanimously and be true to your comgades in

Burma, .
Those who are in favour of the resolution will kindly raise their

hands. (Cries of °All, all’). Those against: (‘None, none’). The

resolution is earried unanimously. :
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VI. CONGRESS FRANCHISE.

The President: I now call upon Dr. Satyapal to move the reso-
lution regarding the Congress Franchise.

Dr. Satyapal (Punjab) moved :

This Cengress approves and confirms Part A1 of Resolution T of the All India
Congress Committee, passed at Patna on Scptember 22, 1925,

Dr. Satyapal spoke in Urdu explaining the meaning of the reso-
lution. He urged the necessity of the Khaddar clause as he said the
wearing of Khaddar dress was a constant reminder of their fight for
India’s freedom, that they were so many soldiers who were out to
win their liberty.: Khaddar dress should be a sort of national uniform
and the emblem of Swaraj and as such no lovers of Indla,n Swarajya
should have any objection to the wearing of Khaddar.

The President :—I now call upon Mr. C. V. Venkataramana Iyen-
gar to second the resolution.

1 The following is Part A of the Patna resolufion referred to above:

In view of the fact that there isa demand from a considerable section in
the Congress for a revision of - the franchise and there is a general consensus of
opinion that having regard to the present ‘situation the franchise should be ex-
tended, the AJl India Congress Committee resolves that Article VII of the
Congress Constitution be repealed, and replaced by the following —

Avticle VII,

(i) Every person not disqualified under Article IV and.paying a subsorip-
tion of 4 annas per year in advance, or 20J0 yards of evenly spun yarn
of his or her own spinning, shall be entitled to become a member of
any primary organisation controlled by a Provincial Congress Com-

 mittee: provided that no person shall be a member of two parallel
Congress organisations at one and the same time.

(ii) The yatn subscription mentioned in sub-section (i) shall be sent direct
by the spinner to the Secretary, All India Spinners’ Association or to
any person nominated by the Secretary in this behalf, and a certificate
from the Secretary, All India Spinners’ Association to the effect that
he has received 2000 yards of evenly spun yarn of the holder’s own
spinning as his or her yearly subsc¢ription shall entitle the holder to the
membership mentioned in sub-section (i) hereof : provided that for the
purpose of .checking the accuracy of the returns made by the All India
Spinners’ Association, .the All India Congress Committee or any
Provincial: Congress Committee or any . sub-committee' thereunder
ghall have the right to inspect the accounts, the stock and the vouchers
of the All India Spinners’ Association or any subordinate organisation

- thereunder and provided further thatin the event of any inaccuracy or
error discovered by the inspecting body in the accounts, stock or
vouchers examined, the certificates issued by the All India Spinners,’
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Mr. Venkatars mana Iyengar (Tamil Nadu) said :

"~ Madam President, ladies and gentlemen': Ttis with great pleasure
that I second this resolution, and for several reasons. The first
reason is that I am a mill-owner. I am very much interested in the
working of mills and I had been practically going through a process
of conversion for two years until I was convinced of the utility of
Khaddar about three years ago because apartfrom other reasons
Khaddar work is one of the chief and necessary things for the salva-
tion of our masses. (Hear, hear). I may say at once that at present
it is not correct to say that there is antageonism between the mill
industry and the Khaddar industry. According to the figures given
for the six months ending with September last, the value of cloth
produced in Indian mills came up to twenty-nine crores of rapees, but
mark, at the same time the price of cloth imported - into India for the
same period of six months was also twenty-nine crores of rupees.
Therefore if the Khaddar industry is to have a fair chance you ¢an
very well at least reduce the guality and .quantity of goods imported

Association in respect of persons with. reference to whose ‘member-
ship the accounts have been examined, shall® be declared cancelled ;
provided that the Al India Spinners’ Asgociation or the person dis—
qualified shall have the fight of appeal to the Working Committee.
. Any person wishing to spin for the membership of the Conguss may,
it he or she desireg, be supplied upon due secunty thh cotton for
spinning. 7

(iii) The year of the membership shall be reckoned from the 1st January
to 31lst December and there shall be no reduction in the subscription
to be paid by members joining in the middle of the year.

© (iv) No person shall be entitled to vote at the election of representatives or
: delegates or any committee or sub-committee or any Congress organis-
© ation whatsoever, or to be elected as such, or to take part in any
meeting of the Congress or Congress organisation, or any Committee
or sub-committee thereof, if he has not complied with sub-section
(i) hereof or does not wear hand spun and hand, woven khaddar . at
political and Cengress functions or while engaged in Congress busi-
ness. The Congress expects Congressmen to Wwear khaddar also on
all other occasions and in no case to use or wear foreign cloth.

(v) All the existing members at the end of the year shall be entitled to
remain such up to-the 31st January following although th.ey may not
have paid their subseription for the new year.

Saving Clause :—

Sub-section (i) shall not affect the rights of those who have been already
registered' as members under the Article repealed, provided their
membership is otherwise in order and provided further that those
who shall have paid yarn subscription whether of self-spun or hand
spun yarn-up to September, 1925, shall be entitled to remain members

- for the current year though they may not pay any further yarn.
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into the country. Besides cloth, I know there is a very large quantity

of yarn imported from foreign countries and in my own Presidency

there are some weaving mills which use. foreign yarn. Therefore, if

the manufacture of Indian spun yarn is increased, there will be

considerable room for reducing the import of foreign cloth as well as

foreign yarn. But, gentlemen, there is a very importarnt reason why

the mill-owners and mill-shareholders should take this matter as a

national question and do all they can for improving the Khaddar
industry.  'We cannot forget that after all, the masses are our own

blood and what is more, we cannot be ungrateful to the nation at large

for it is the nationalist leaders that compelled by moral force as it were

the unwilling Government of India and the British Government to

cancel the Excise Duty on cotton. The mill-owrners have through this

resolution which the Nationalists have passed in the Legislative
Assembly saved “about “three crores of rupees of Hxcise = Duty.

If they are national and grateful there is 1o reason why they

should - not be made to "pay'a  certain' amount towards the

manufacture of Khaddar. Therefore as one -who has been taking a

great deal of interest jn the manufacture of mill-cloth I have come to

the conclusion that after all, the Indian mills eannot clothe the nation

for some decades to come and even then there will not be sufficient
mill-produce to do away with the manufacture of Khaddar.

So far as I know there is a very great demand for Khaddar among
the masses and today mill and Khaddar cloth meet the demand only
to a very small extent and mill people ought to be grateful for this'
Khaddar demand because I know there are some mills that manu-
facture Khaddar and the poor masses who cannot get pure Khaddar,
sometimes have recourse to mill-woven Khaddar. Therefore there is
a great necessity and increasing demand for hand-woven Khaddar.-
As I said I was not a full believer in Khaddar about two or three years
ago.. I went through a process of conversion but it was completed
when I undertook at the suggestion of my -esteemed friend Mr.
Sriﬁivasa Iyengar to tour over a portion of the Coimbatore District
where there had been no rain for the last three years and people had
been suffering from starvation.' I came to know that there wasg a very
iarge proportion of the rural womanhood, who knew how to spin yarn
of high quality and I found that they could spin yarn of 20 or 30
counts evén in darkness. Besides these, there is a large number of people
who can spin yarn of 20 or 30 counts; and now the Congress Relief
Committee are tapping this source of yarn manufacture in the famine-
stricken places. We have found that those people who could not earn
As. 2% a day can earn at our relief works about three annas a day by
spinning higher counts of yarn. - The Government only pay them two
annas per head per day under their Famine Code. There are people who
do not come to the Government relief camps for doles. They are able to
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earn three annas a day by spinning. There was famine in the District
and although I tried my best to convince the Madras Government of it,
they would not come to their rescue. But I have found that these
people who can spin can get much more money by spinning than by
working in the relief camps.

That is my experience and facts and figures clearly show that
even from the economic standpoint, plying the Charkha as an occupation
is a very useful one. Therefore the theory that hand-spinning
is not an economic one and that it will not be able to compete
with mill yarn has been exploded. The Khaddar Board of :
Southern India have now agreed to take up the work of tapping- the
source of getting yarn. And therefore I think it is absolutely neces:
sary that we should do our best to improve yarn manufacture.
There is a great demand for Khaddar among the masses and there is
no doubt whatever that if we can tap that source ourselves and
improve the guality and quantisy of hand-spun yarn it will be a very
great thing for the economic salvation of the country.

There is another question—why we should be morally bound
to wear Khaddar cloth on certain occasions. I cannot see, if
people have no cbjection to wgaring prescribed modes of dress at
Dinners and Tea parties in Government Houses and if some of
these wear turbans when attending Council meetings? why they
should object to a particular national costume to show to what school
of thought they belong. (Cries of ‘Hear, hear’). With these few words

I have the greatest pleasure in commending the regolution to your
acceptance.

The President : Maulana Hasrat Mohani w111 now oppose the
resolution.

M. Hasrat Mohani (U P) opposed the resolution in Urdu. He
said although he believed in the utility of . Khaddar_he had great
objection to its bemg made compulsory for Cong:;ess workers Every
Indian has the right to be a member of the Congresg but to deprive him
of this right because he did not happen to wear Khaddar dress or to
compel him to wear Khaddar if he wanted to be a member of the
Congress was nothing short of coercion. He wondered if thg Congress
would appreciate a Fescliition to the effect that those who,were not
vegetarians should not be entitled to exercise their Congress franchise.
It was said that there should be a sort of national uniform but why
should it be, if it had the effect of shutting out from the Congress such
men .as Mr. Jinnah, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Chintamani and
others who were neither opposed to the Congress nor to Khaddar?

M. Hamid Ali Saheb (C. P. Hindustani) seconded M, Hasrat
Mohani in Urdu.
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The President then called upon Maulana Mochamad Ali to address
the Congress in support of the main motion.

Maulana.. Mohamad .Ali on. rising to support the resolution was
Mcorded a rousing ovation. He first spoke in Urdu, and then addressing
the Congress in English he said :

You must walk, fight and march on. You cannot however,
march but can only 20 back. You play the tune to the masses bub they
will not dance. What have ou done for the masses that they will
work for you. You want that offices should come to you. “You talk of
responsive co-operation, reflexive co-operation and the next thing will
be non=co-operative co-operation or co-operative non-co-operation. We
are good at-coining phrases and words, but we cannot coin the money
wherewith to get food for -the twenty-eight crores of Indians, whose
whole problem is one of food—belly—fill it before you can - expect your
army to march. The one thing your army requires is that it must be
well-fed. Fill the bellies of your'army and then they will fill your
ranks.

Today you want the masses fo_do eferything for you. But you
. will not even spin, you will not wear Khaddar. You want to come to

the Congress with a pocket handkerchief and that is all—that
is how you want to encourage Khaddar- I think it was an American
lady “*hv said that the mnational dress of India is a pocket
handkerchief and a turban. Now if the people have lost the
turban and stuck to the pocket - handkerchief, I am -afraid,
the intelligentsia have not only lost their turbans butf also the heads
underneath. You are the artificial creation of the West. If you
want freedom you w111 have to do everything to feed the twenty-eight
crores of Indians. You cannot fill the hungry mouths except
by spinning yourselves If you and I spin and wear Khaddar, then
~ youand I produce everything. Without Khaddar you cannoﬁ feed the
’ masses. The example of Khaddar—as the master of the real
ntelhgentsm has said—the example of Khaddar in the way of
distribution of wealth is-an example of God’s rain., You have your
irrigation eanals—but how rﬁany pieces of machinery have to be lnbri-
cated and oiled before you get water to drink and to water your crops.
Wells have to be sunk, tanks have to be excavated and how many
processes have to be gone through! But God’s rain waters the fields of
the poor as well as the gardens of the rich. That is the beauty of
Khaddar. It is God’s own well—it is the lesson of self-reliance, the
power to make yourselves rich and the strength to fight freedom’s
battle. All that you have to do is to give to the masses an employment
that they may have the food, that they may have the spirit to fight.
And when they have got that spirit to fight then and then only you can
cry ‘Mahatma Gandhiji-ki-Jai’. (Apptause).

3
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"The President: The resolution and the amendment of Maulana
Hasrat Mohani will be explained to the delegates by Mr. Grirrdrharirrla‘l,
both in English and in Urdn. I shall ask the delegates to remember that
they are bound by the resolution of Patna and no one is entitled to vote
who has not conformed to the regulation of wearing Khaddar. No
visitor should lift his hand. It is confined only to delegates.

A delegate: On a point of order. Can Maulana Hasrat Mohani
move an amendment without wearing Khaddar ?

The President: I hope you will drop that at my request. R

Mr. Girdharilal: The amendment of Maulana Hasrat Mohani is
this :

In section 4, artiele 7 in part A of the Patna Resolution, delete the words
“or do not wear handspun and handwoven Khaddar at political or Congress
functions or while engaged in Congress business.’

Those who are in favour of Maulana Hasrat Mohani’s amendment
will please raise their hands.—(Only three hands were seen raised in
favour of the amendment.)

Those who are against:® (Cries of * All, all’).*

The President: I declare that the amendment is lost by an over-
whelming majority. *

The President: I now put the main resolution to vote. *Those who
are in favour of it, that is, for the confirmation of part A of the Patna
resolution as moved by Dr. Satyapal, will please raise their hands
(Cries of © All, all’).

The President: None against ¥—(Cries of ‘None, none—’).

The President: I declare the resolution is carried. (Prolonged -
cheers). e

The President: Before I call upon Pandit Motilal Nehru to move
his resolution, here is an ambassador from the great nation of America
who wish the Congress well and are looking: to India to ‘got her free-
dom as speedily as possible. .

Prof. Holmes of the Pennsylvania Unlvers1ty, United States: of
America, wearing a Gandhi cap, walked to the rostrum and was: greet-
ed with cheers. . .

Prof. Holmes said: I cannot rightly claim to represenf in any
official way the United States of America, Madam Chairman and
friends of the Congress. I do represent the Society of Friends of
America known as Quakers and as a member of the Federation of
Labour, I may say I also represent, in an unofficial way, the Labour
of America. In these two capacities T want to express the sympathy
and interest of the American people for the great servwe of humanity
as well as of India, that you have undertaken and especially our
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affection and loyalty to the great leader who has arisen among you.
(Applause.) .

Yesterday I heard Dr. Abdur Rahman claim Mabatma Gandhi
as a South African. May I not today claim him for America,. (‘hear,
hear’)—for the world. (Applause).” May I notsay that the Society
of Friends whom I represent, regard him with the same reverence and
belief in his work as you do. (Hear, hear). I ought to say further
more that we believe that we have gone very far wrong in our
Western civilization. We have gone too far in the pursuit of
wealth and power., It is a deep evil in our whole Western civilization.
Our love of wealth has resulted in the concentration of wealth and the
oppression of the poor and the labourer.  Our longing in the West for
power has brought on war after war and seems likely to plunge us
still further into war—perhaps into actual suicide . of our civilization
and so we gladly turn to you who are indicating to us another and
a better way. And we hope that without losing the good things of
our Western civilization—the power over nature, inventions, scientific
improvements and the like—we may add to that the kind of self-
control and the kind of co-operative brotherly spirit which is repre-
sented by the great prophet amongst you. (Applause).

It will be presumptuous for me tQ say anything abeut the problems
actually before you. I do not desire to say further than that no one
who hag b8en brought up in the traditions of the United States of
America, however wrong he or she might have gone, can fail to be
touched and thrilled by every movement for human freedom or for the
liberty of the people in any part of the world. (Applause).

The President: Dr. Satyapal will now translate Prof. Holmes’s
gpeech in Urdu.

Dr. Satyapal accordmgly explained the speech in Urdu.

. VII. FUTURE PROGRAMME,

The Presuiﬂnt I nuw call upon Pandit Motﬂal Nehru to move
the most 1mportant resolutlon of the day.

Pandit Motﬂal Nehru (U P. ) rose admist cheers and was accorded
a prolonged ovation. He first ‘explained in Hindustani the resolution
which read as follows :

Thiy Congress confirms - part Bt of Resolution I passed by the All India
Congress Committee: at its meeting held at Patna on the 22nd September last and

* The following is part B of the A.I.C.C’s resolution referred to above :

Whereas the Congress in its 39th  session held at Belgaum endorsed an
agreement entered into between Mahatma Gandhi on the one hand, and Desh-
bandhu C,R. Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru, acting on behalf of the Swaraj Party,
on the otlier, whereby the Congress activity was restricted to the constructive
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resolves that the Congtess do now take up and ecarry on such - political work ag
is necessary in the interests of the country and for this purpose do employ the
whole of the machinery and funds of the Congress save and except such funds
and assets as under that resolution have been declared to belong to the All India
Spinners’ Association, and save such funds and-assets-as may be earmarked ;

T'his Congress reiterates its faith in Civil Disobedience as the only effective.
weapon to be used in the last vesort to enforce the national claim and vindicate our.
national honour, but realizes that the eountry is not now ready for it and-in view:
thereof this Congress resolves that the guiding principle in carrying on all political
work shall be self-reliance in all activities which make for the healthy growth of
the nation and resistance to every activity governmental or other, that may impede
the Nation’s progress towards Swaraj ;

And this Congress adopts the following programme of political work :—

I, The work in the country shall be  directed to the education of the people
in their political rights-and training them to acquire the necessary
strength and power of resistance to win those rights by carrying out
the constructive programme of the Congress with special® reference
to popularising the spinning wheel and kkaddar, promoting inter- com-
munal unity, the remeval of untouchability, ameliorating the condition
of the suppressed classes and the removal of the drink and drug evil

plogxamme mentloned therein and it was provided izter alia that ** the work i in,
connection with the Central and Provincial Legislatures should be caried on by.
the Swaraj Party on behalf of the Congress and as an integral part of the Congress
organisation and that for such work the Swaraj Party should make its own-rules
and administer its own funds ” 5 and .

Whereas subsequent events have shown that this restriction should not
continue under the altered circumstances that face the ecountry - and that the
Congress should henceforth be a predominantly political body ;

It is resolved ‘that the Congress do now - take up and carry on all such
political work as may be necessary in the interest of the country and for this
purpose do employ the whole of the machinery and funds of the Congress, save
and except such funds and assets as ave specially earmarked,artd such funds and
assets as belong to the All India Khaddar Board and Provincial Khaddar Boards
which shall be handed over with all existing finaheial obligations to-the All India
Spinners’ - Association started by Mahatma Gandhi as an integral part of the

Jongress organisation but with independent existence and full powers to admlmstu
these and other finds for the fulﬁlment of its obJect

Provided that the work in connection with the Indian and Provincial Legis-
latures shall be carried on in accordance with the policy - and programme laid
down by the Swaraj Party under the Constitution framed by the Party and the
rules made thereunder, subject te such- modifications made by the Oongfess as
may be found necessary from time to time for the purpose of carrying out the
gaid policy. '
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and shall include the capture of local bodies, the .organisation
of villages, the promotion of educationyon national lines, the
~organisation of labour both industrial and agricultural, the adjust-
ment of relations between employers and workmen and between
landlords and tenants and . the general ddvancement of the national—
economical, industrial and commereial interests of the country.,
II, The work outside the country shall be directed to the dissemination of
accurate information in foreign countries.

“HII.- This Congress adopts on behalf of the country the terms of the settlement
offered to the Government by the Independent and Swarajya Parties
of the Assembly by the resolution passed on the 18th February 1924,
and having regard to the fact that the Government have so far not

, made any response t0 the said offer, resolves that the following action
shall be taken :

1. The Swarajya Party in the Assembly shall at the earliest opportunity
“invite the Government to give their final decmon on the said terms
and in case no decision is announced before the end of February or
the decision announced is held not to be satlsfactoxy by a Special
Committee,consisting of the Working® Committee of the Congress and
such -other members as'may be appointed by the A.I.C.C., the Party
shall by adopting the proper procedure, intimate to the Gdvernment on
the floor of the House that the Party will no longer continue to remain
and work in the present legislatures as heretofore,  The Swarajist
members of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State, shall
vote for the rejection of the Finance Bill. and .immediately after,
leave their seats, The Swarajist members of such Provincial Councils
a8 may be in §éssion at the time shall also leave their seats and all
members of the various legislatures so leaving their seats shall report
themselves to the Special Committee aforesaid for further instructions,
Swarajist members of such Councils as are not in session at the time
shall not attend fucther meetings of the said Councils and shall like-
wise report themselves to the Special Committee,

2 No membersof the Swarajya Party in the Council of State, in the Legis-
lative' Assembly orin any of the Provincial Councils shall thereafter
attend any meeting of'any of the said Legislatures or any of their
, committees except for the purpose of preventing his seat from being
* declared vacant and of throwing out the Provineial Budget or any other
measure involving fresh taxation :

Provided that prior to their being called upon to leave their seats it shall

~be open to Swarajist members of the various Tegislatures to eugage

themselves in such activities in their respective ~Legislatures as are
permissible to them under the existing rules of the Party :

Provided also that it shall be open to the Special Couunittee to allow the
Swarajist members of any Legislature to attend the said Legislature
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when such attendance is in its opinion essential for some . special or
unforeseen purpose,

8. The Special Committee shall immediately on receipt of the Reports
mentioned in sub-clause 1 call a meeting of the All India Congress
Committee to frame a programme of work which shall be carried out
by the Congress and Swarajya Party organisations in co-operation
with each other throughout the country.

4, The said programme of work shall include selected heads of the general
work mentioned in clauses I and II above as also the eduocation of
the electorates in the policy herein laid down and shall indieate the
lines on which the next general election is to be run by and in the
name of the Congress and state clearly the issues on which 00ng1ess-
men shall seek election :

Provided that the policy of non-acceptance of offices in “the gift" of the
Government shall continue to be followed until in the opinion of the

Congress a satisfactory response to the terms of settlement aforesaid
is made by the Government,

b. This Congress hereby authorizes the executives of the several Provincial
Congress Committees to select candidates for the Provincial Legisla-
tive Councils and the Indign Legislative Assembly in their provincial
areas for the general elections next year as early as posmb]e

6. In the event of the final decision of the Government on the texms of
settlement offered in the resolution of the Assembly aforesaid being
found satisfactory and acceptable by the aforesaid Special Committee,
a meeting of the All India Congress Committee shall forthwith be
held to confirm or reject the decision of the Special Committee and
to determine the future course of action,

7. Until the Swarajists leave the Legislatures as herein provided, the
Constitution of the Swarajya Party and the rules made thereunder
shall be followed in the Legislatures subject to such changes as
may be made by the Congless or the All India- C.ongwss Committee
from time to time, ¢

8, For the purpose of starting the work* referred to in sub-clauses 3 and
4, the All India Congress Committee shall allot such funds as
it may consider sufficient for the initial expenses of tHe necessary
propaganda in this behalf, but any further funds required for the
said purpose shall be raised by the Working Committee or under
its directions by contributions from the publie,

Then speaking in English, Pandit Motilal Nehru said:

Friends who have not been able tofollow me in what I just said in
Hindustani, I am going simply to tell you the purport of what I have said
go far. I have simply been informing the Hindustani knowing friends that
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I shall place my resolution before them in the first instance in Hindus-
tani for two reasons, the one being that Hindustani itself has the first
and foremost claim upon us being our mother tongue (‘Hear, hear’), and
the other reason being that such friends as do not understand English
have not got any notes, not even a scrap of paper before them to inform
them as to what the contents of my resolution are. Those friends
who understand English, have got copies of the resolution in English
—I am afraid not every one, but I hope most of them. (Cries of ‘ Ng,
no, not all’)... Well, if not most of you, at least some of you have.
(Laughter). - But I may inform you -that copies are being distributed
as they are being received from the press and the supply has not yet
ceased. It continues.

I prepose-today only to explain the terms of the resolution and the
implications-of it as briefly as I can. As you know, I being the mover
of . the resolution have the right to reply and I shall reserve my argu-
ments in support of my resolution till then. I may inform you, as you
may have noticed from the printed copy in your hand, that there are
various amendments to this resolution and not only that, but the whole
of the. resolution is*going to be most strenﬁous]y opposed from certain
quarters. It istherefore unnecessary for me to waste my breath in
anticipating arguments. It is much better that the arguments that
will be adwanced against my resolution should be before you before 1
deal with them. For this reason I intend for the present to content
myself with just laying before you the terms of the resolution as a
whole.  Those who have copies or at least those who can borrow copies
from their neighbours have got the whole text of the resolution but
those friends who cannot understand English have got nothing. So
you will now perniit me to turn my attention to my friends who do not
understand English.

Pandit Motilal Nehru next addressed the Congress in Hindustani

again,

Then addressing the Congress in English Pandit Motilal Nehru
said : .

Friends, at present I shall reserve my remarks which I intend to
make in English because it is not necessary for me to explain to those
who know English asto what the contents and the purport of my
resolution-are. - They have got-all that in the Resolution itself. To
those friends who do not understand English, I have only explained the
purport and the trend of my resolution in Hindustani. I reserve my
arguments in answer to the amendments which will be moved before
you either for rejection of certain clauses or for the total rejection of
the whole thing from top to bottom. Therefore I will now beg leave
of you to make room for the seconder of my motion.
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‘The President: Mr, Srinivasa Tyengar w111 formally second the
resolution.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar (Tamil Nadu): I beg to second this resolu-

tion which has been moved by Pandit Motilal Nehru. Ireserve my
speech till tomorrow. :

The President: Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya will for-
mally move his amendment and Mr. Jayakar will formally . second.it.
They will reserve their  speeches till tomorrow. I mnow call upon
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya to move his amendment :

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (U. P.) rose amidst cheers and
moved his amendment which ran as follows:

Substitute for the ariginal resclution the following :~—

This Congress confirms Part B of the Resolution passed by the AII India
Congress Committee at its meeting held at Patna on the 22nd Septem-
ber last and resolves that the Congress do now take up and carry on
both in ithe Legislatures and outside them all -such political work.. as
is necessary in the interest of the country and for this purpose do
employ the whole of the machinery and funds®of the Congress save
and except such fonds and assets as under that resolution have been
declared to belong to the®All India Spinners® Association, and save
such funds as may be earmarked : ' .

And this Congress adopts the following programe of political woerk:~—_

1. The work in the Legislatures shall be so carried on as - to-utilize them to
the best possible advantage for the early establishment of full
responsible government—co-operation being resorted to when: it may be
necessary to advance the national cause and obstruction when that

* may be necessary for the advancement of the same cause.:..

2. The work in the country shall be directed to the education of the people
in their political rights and training  them to ac¢quive the necessary,
strength and power of resistance to win those rights ')by carrying out

_the constructive programme of the Congress with special reference to
popularising the spinning wheel and Khaddar, promoting inter-com-
munal upity, removal of untouchabllity, ameliorating the condition of
the suppressed classes and removal of the drink and drug evil and
shall include the organisation of villages, the capture of local bodies,

‘the promotion of education on national lines, the. organisation of
labour, both industrial and agricultural, the adjustment of relations
between employers of labour and workmen and between landlords and
tenants and the general advancement of the national-—economical,

" industrial and commercial interests ‘of the country.

'8, The work outside the country shall be directed to the dissemination of

accurate information regarding the present posmon aud the aspirations
of Indians in foreign countries,
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4, This Congress adopts on behalf of the country the terms of the settle-
ment offered by the Independent and Swarajya Parties of the Assem-
bly by the resolution passed on 18th February 1924 and of September
1925 and having regard to the fact that the Government have so far

s not made any response to the said offer, resolves that the following
action shall be taken : : :

The Congress calls upon the Swarajya and Independent Parties in the -
Assembly at the earliest opportunity to invite the Goovernment to give
their final decision on the said terms and in case no . decision is
announced before the end of March or the deeision announced is held
not to " be satisfactory by the A. 1. C. C. -it shall convene a specia{l‘
session of the Congress before the end of May to consider the situation
and to advise the country what course to adopt in relation theveto,

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya then explained briefly in Hindi
the purport of his amendment. '

Mr. M. R. Jayakar: 1 have great pleasure in seconding the amend-
ment. You have heard Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya explaining to
you his amendment. Iformally second the amendment and reserve
my speech till tomorrow.

Syed Majid Baksh (Bengal) then moved,the following amendment:
** Delete para 2 &nd substitute the following’”:

This Congress resolves that Civil Disobedience is the only way left to the
people of India to enforce the national demhnd, to vindicate national bonour
and to make theé bureaucracy yield to their wishes; and with a view™ to camry
this resolutiof into effect this Clongress further appoints a Committee to be here-
inafter called the Special Cownmittee which shall have power to declare, suspend
or stop Civil Disobedience in any form, at any time, at any place and under . any
condition without further reference t» the All India Congress Committee if it
thinks necessary, and such decision shall be  binding wpon all Congress Com-
miitees and the people of India.

Swami Govindanand {Sind) moved the next amendment which was
as follows :

Delete the following words occurring in para 2 of the resolution:
““but realizes that the country is not now ready for )it and in view thereof
this Congress”
" And substitute*the word ‘and’ therefor. ,
Mr. Sambamurti (Andhra),: I second the amendment moved by
Swami Govindanand.
Mr. Srikishendas H. Lulla (Sind) then moved the following
amendment :
. That the following words be added after the word “‘seats” occur-
ring in (b} (iii) 1 of the resolution:
““ Including . all- offices elective or nominated in the Legislature or outside
and -all- seats on Committees or ~Commissions whether of the

Legislatures or otherwise and shall be available for carrying on
agitation in the country,”

... The President: The Congress is adjournéd till 12 o’clock
tomorrow.



THIRD DAY.
December 28, 1925,

The Congress resumed its sittings on the third day at 12 noon.

The President: I call upon Syed Majid Baksh to move his
- amendment. : o

Syed Majid Baksh said:

Madam President, ladies and gentlemen: I do not think any
speech on my part is necessary. I will simply explain the difference
between my resolution and the main motion of Panditji. In a nut-
shell, I am moving for the deletion of para 2 of Pandit Motilal Nehru’s
resolution and what I want to substitute in its place is this:

This Congress resolves that Civil Disobedience is the only way left to
‘the people of India to enforce the . national demand,. to. vindicate
national honour and to make the bureaucracy yield to their wishes;
and with a view to carry this resolution into effect this Congress
further appoints a Committee to -be hereinafter called the Special
Committee which sitall have power to declarg, suspend or stop Civil
Disobedience in any form, at any time, at any place and under any
condition without furthey reference to the All India Congress
Committee if it thinks necessary, and such decision shall be binding

- upon all Congress Committees and the people of India. «

The resolution merely says that the Congress reiterates its faith
in Civil Disobedience. But I want to go further. I want to goa step
forward—further than what is proposed in the resolution. And I want to
stiffen up Panditji’s resolution. We know what Civil Disghedience isand -
we had a taste of it when about four years ago some twenty-five thousand
of our people went to jail. 'These people have once gone to jail and
I believe they are even now ready to embrace the rigours of prison
life again for the attainment of Swaraj. (‘Hear, hear’). I do not like
to be told off and on that the country is not ready for Givil Disobedi-
ence. I do not want it to be dinned into our ears that the country is
not prepared for it. ILet me know when the country shall be prepared
for it and I will put in that date in my *amendment. But as days go
on, the bureaucracy come upon us with their Ordinances and Regula-
tions because they know that we are not determined to do®anything.
In the language of Pandit Motilal Nehru the difference between the
Moderates and the Swarajists is that the Moderates are like a flock of
crows who could be scared away by a few blank shots. But are you -
Congressmen and Swarajists going to be like that? I want an answer.
Do not speak in the language of disheartened men that are not prepar-
ed to move forward. When are you to be prepared ? Are you the people
of Bengal not ready to offer Civil Disobedience when two hundred of
your young men-—when men like Subhas Chandra Bose and others—
are rotting in jail? How can you say that you are not pre-
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pared when you have before you the picture of sacrifice and nobility
of men like Subhas Chandra Bose, incarcerated without trial in the
wilds of Mandalay ? Are you prepared to say that you are not
ready now, and to let the bureaucracy go on as merrily as ever? Are
you justified in not accepting the challenge of the bureaucracy? Do
you not know the bull-dog tenacity of the British and the roughness
of the bull? Do you not know that this bull-dog tenacity yields to the
great determination of a nation to be free? (‘ Hear, hear’). I cannot
understand this argument of our not being prepared. If you read the
history of the late war, you -will find that all the authors agree that
England was not prepared for the war when it broke out. America
was not likewise prepared for the war. But- this unpreparedness did
not hinder them from joining in the war and winning the laurels of
vietory. Unpreparedness cannot be a plea. Take courage in both
hands and you will find, that God will help you. The situation will
change and you will be victorious in the end, prepared or unprepar-
ed; as has been the verdict of history. In Gaya this fissiparous tendency
manifested itseif and it is again upon us. If you decide upon a plan
of direct action, you will find that all this fissiparous tendency will
disappear and we shall march on to give bhttle to the common enemy.

(Applause). ,
'The President: I now call upon Mr. Basanta Kumar Majumdar to
second thesamendment of Syed Majid Baksh.

Mr. Majumdar (Bengal): The amendment I am going to second is
a simple one. My leaders of the Swarajya Party say that we are not
ready for Civil Disobedience. I ask them 1fthey ‘themselves are
ready for it. They say they are not ready. And upon this alone
they have drafted the resolution laying down the future programme of
the country.

Civil Disobedience is not a new thing. They had already had a
taste of it. ,In 1921 they had passed their eXaminati'Ons when
thousands  of them took up the challenge "of the bureaucracy and
embraced jail.' The only  examination then left, as Mahatma
Gandhi told us, was the examination of gunpowder. They had also
this examination of gunpowder in Salanga Ghat and Assam. Did not
the people stand with open breasts before this gunpowder, defying the
bureaucracy’s challenge ? And I have every faith that our people will
yet stand like men in a non-violent way before the mighty bureaucracy
to win their rights. I say, the people are ready, the counfry is
ready but it is only the leaders who are not ready to go ahead. (Cries
of ‘Hear, hear ’). When theiSwarajya Party was formed at Gaya, the
Deshbandhu told us that the fight with the bureauncracy must be carried
on simultaneously both within and outside the legislatures. But what
do we find today ? The resolution says that the Congress simply reite-
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rates its faith in Civil Disobedience and in the same breath it adds that
we are not ready. Instead of that, let us tell the bureaucracy, ‘Give us
our rights, or we shall attack your citadel’ from every corner.’” I ask
the audience to tell our leaders that we are even ready to die, if need
be, for the sake of the country-—that we are ready to court imprison-
ment by offering Civil Disobedience, (Cries of ‘ Hear, hear’). I ask you
again, are you ready to die for your motherland ? (Cries of ‘ Yes, yes’).
We are Saktas and we believe “that the blood of our martyrs will not
go in vain. The blood of Kanai, of Satyendra, of Khudhiram, the pre-
cious blood of the Deshbandhu and the Lokamanya and others has not
beer shed in vain, Let us have heart. Let us not say any more that
we are not ready. (Applause).

The President: The movers of amendments will have ten minutes’
each and the seconders five minutes each. Mr. Girdbarilal will now
read to you certain verbal alterations that have been made in the
resolution.

Mr. Girdharilal (Punjab): In cl. (iii) of the resclution of Pandit
Motilal Nehru after the words ‘ settlement offered ’ please add the words
‘to the Government’ and the resolution with these words added reads’
thus, ‘The Congress adopts on behalf of the country the terms of the
settlement offered to the Government by the Independent and

i

Swarajya Parties..... ete”’,

In sub-clause 1 of cl. (iii), after the word ‘State’ chanmethe word "
*will” into ‘shall’. _

In the proviso under “ sub-clause 4, after the word ‘until’ and
before the word ‘ a’, please add ‘ in the opinion of the Congres .

Under sub-clause 5, after the word ‘the’ and before the word
‘ Provincial’ please add ‘ Executives of the several’.*

The President : I now call upon Mr. Sambamurti to move the
amendment of Swami Govindanand.

Mr. Sambamurti (Andhra) said :

Madam President, brother and sister delegates: I beg yout pardon
for not being able to speak in Hindi. I confess my irfability to address
this gathering in Hindi, although I knew g little bit of - Hindi for- ordi~
nary conversation. So you will please excuse me for not being ableto
address you in the national language -and you will bear with ane- for 4
few minutes when I address you in a foreign tongue. .

I have the honour to move the amendment which is in the name
of Swami Govindanand, that the words in para 2:

* but realises that the country is not ready for it’

be deleted. The difference, between my amendment and that of

% Thess 'lltu'nmonx have already been incorporated in the main resolution. (Vidae.
pp. 61 and 62.) - .
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Syed Majid Baksh is this: while Mr. Baksh’s amendment entrusts
the launching of Civil Disobedience to the Special Committee mentioned
in. the resolution, we say that we do not recognise that the Special
Committee has got the qualification or that it is competent to deal with
Civil Disobedience. - Although the Special Committee may be able to
deal with Counecil work and Council-obstruction or Council-co-opera-
tion, we deny its right or its competency to deal with the subject of
Civil Disobedience. Therefore, we do not agree with Mr. Baksh. We
simply ask the House not to commit the country to the proposition that
if the Congress demands, the country willmot now. and today,
launch upon Civil Disobedience. I tell you, members of the All India
Congress Committee and the delegates assembled here, ‘if you are
ready, the country is ready”’. I do mnotsay that you are nof ready.
You are ready ; but there is some purpose for which this proposition is
put here. Next year the Council campaign is going to be fought out
throughout the country and the Council advocates do not want Civil
Disobedience to be launched ‘anywhere. The country demands Civil
Disobedience—the. country wants that we 'should launch upon a
campaign of Civil Disobedience here and everywhere. But these
Councilwallas thinks that their campaign® for capturing the seats in
the Legislatures will be affected if the workers choose to sit in jails or
offer Civil Disobedience. 1 say that #he programm'e of Civil Disobedi-
ence—intensive individual Civil Discbedience in every province—will
enhance the reputation of the Congress and would secure even the
seats in the Councils. The best way of assisting the pro-councilmen is
that each Provincial Committee should launch upon Civil Dis-
obedience on a particular grievance of  its own or on the
general principle of prohibition or some other general principle.
The country is now ready for it. = With regard to the proposition that
Civil Disobedience is the only effective weapon to be used in the last
resort to enforce our national claim and vindicate our national honour,
we entirely agree with it. But we deny that the country is not now
ready for it, This country has responded and responded nobly when-
ever we launched upon Civil Disobedience. What right has this
Congress now to say at this hour that this country is not ready for
Civil Disobedience? What demand has this Congress made on the
country this year for Civil Disobedience to justify the position that
the counfry is unfit for Civil Disobedience ?

The President : Are you speaking on your amendment ?

Mr. Sambamurti: Certainly I am.

Mr. Majid Baksh: The President says that you must not oppose
other amendments. (Laughter).

Mr. Sambamurti: I want these words to be deleted from the resolu-
tion because the presence of these words there casts a slur on the
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nation’s manhood. There are thousands and tens of thousands of our:
young men who are ready to stake their all for the sake of the
motherland.” And there are thousands who are ready, if necessary,
to surrender their lives for the cause. Im this Congress I do say
that the best way to capture the wholé electorate ‘is to offer
resistance in a practical manner. There is rno use in simply reiterating
your faith in Civil Disobedience. Why do you want this empty
proposition from this platform? We do not want it. 'We want that the
delegates should go forth into the country and each Provincial
Congress Committee—it has got provincial autonomy--may  take
upon itself the responsibility of launching on Civil Disobedience.

T know the difficulties in the way of offering Civil Disobedience, I
am aware of the dissensions among the Hindus and the Mussalmans, the
Brahmins and the Non-Brahmins. But I ask how do these affect the
question of offering Civil Disobedience ? There may be religious riots
but the Hindus and Mussalmans who are out for national liberty will
fight like one man and give battle to the bureaucracy. In spite of your
Tanzim, Sangathan and  Swuddhi movements, the mnationalists of these
movements are ready to stake their all for the freedom of the country.
I would therefore say that these religious movements would not in any
way affect your power or opportur.uty to offer Civil Disobedience.  In
this country, full of diverge faiths and many races, there are always
bound to be differences and if you will wait for the unity of all these
types, you will have to wait till Doomsday. Therefore, I say, let not these
gmall differences deter you from launching upon a campaign of Civil
Disobedience everywhere. 'The country may not be fit for mass Civil
Disocbedience but it is always fit for Individual Civil Disobedience.
What is the best way of preparing the country for Mass Civil Dis-
obedience ? It is by means of a series of campaigns of Individual Civil
Disobedience. How do you prepare the country for war and armed
rebellion ? - By training the people in a series of battles and wars. So
if you really believe that Civil Disobedience. is the only effective
weapon in the hands of an unarmed hation struggling to free itself
from bondage, then it is your duty to have a series of campalgns in Indi-
vidual Civil Disobediance to prepare the mation for General Mass Civil
Disobedience which will ultimately obtain for us the liberty of our
country. So long as the Congress excludes armed resistance to the
bureauecratic Government, so long - as  the = Congress - demands
adherence to the principle of Non-violence, the only programme
before the country is the programme of Civil Disobedience
and no other. Therefore, the ultimate battle which would place
liberty in your hands is mass rebellion which would refuse to pay
taxes to the Government, which would refuse to recognise the British
Government altogether. If you want this Mass Civil Disobedience
and that in the course of the next few years, then in my humble opinion,
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the only preparation for it is to organise a regular battle of = Civil
Disobedience against this Government, '

I would say that all the parties in the Congress are at one on this
question of Civil Disobedience—Mahatma Gandhi with his ‘Non-co-
operation and Civil Disobedience, the late Deshbandhu and Pandit
Motilal with their programme of Council obstruction and Civil
Disobedience, Messrs Kelkar and Moonje with their doctrine of respon-
sive co-operation and Civil Disobedience. They all agree that
ultimately it is Civil Disobedience that will rescue this nation from
bondage. Therefore do not commit the country to the proposition  that
the couniry is not ready for Civil Disobedience. Brother Delegates, I
appeal to you not to accept Panditji’s resolution or place the power in
the hands of the Special Committee which is concerned with Council
work. :

I may tell you that we are not out  for a smail fraction of Swaraj.

- We are out for full Independence. - All parties will - ultimately work
out full Tndependence of India beyond the British Empire—that is the
ultimate goal of thg Indian nation.” I may tell you that you haveno
place in the Empire as a partner with the  Dominions. . The
Dominions are really against <you., Only the day before yesterday,
Dr. Abdur Rahman told you that you should join them in their struggle
for South Africa. The South African Government are going to have
their Anti-Asiatic Bill passed and the British Government have not
the courage to withhold their assent. The fight for the liberty of India
—the storm centre for the freedom of India may to-morrow be in
South Africa.  If our South African brethren offer Satyagraha against
the South African Government, could you say from this Congress that
the country is not ready for the same. Is it not a matter of national
honour that our South African brethren should be supported in their
campaign -of Civil Disobedience ? They are going to have a campaign
of Satyagralta.in South Africa and it will be your duty to go there and
fight their battle. , Therefore, let us not say that the country is not
ready for Civil: Disobedience. I, therefore, ask you to delefe those words.
That is my amendment.  (Applause).

The President:. I now call upon Mr, T. 8. Ramabhadra Odayar
to suppprt Swami Govindanand’s amendment.

Mr. T. 8. Ramabhadra Odayar (Tamil Nadu) said : Friends, I can
only speak in English. I am not an orator, nor a lawyer, nevertheless
I want to tell you that the country is ready for Civil Disobedience.
Why should you say that the country is not ready ? What is the
difficulty ? Who are the persons that are not ready? Are they the
leaders or are they the people? I want to have your answer to this,
You may go to the Councils but do not diseredit Civil Disobedience.
What is the good of reiterating your faith in Civil Disobedience when
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in the very next breath you say the country is not ready ? This is
the phraseology of lawyers. I appeal to you-—especially.the  young
peopleé—to come out and do constructive work and prepare the country
for Civil Disobedience for that is the only weapon for winning Swaraj.
You need not be afraid. Mahatma Gandhi has given you the great
thing—Non-violence. Take up that principle. Take up Civil Dig-
obedience. I appeal to you to vote in favour of this amendment.

The President : Mr, Srikishendas H. Lulla will now move another
amendment.

Mr. 8rikishendas H. Lulla said:

Gentlemen, the amendment which I propose to move here for
your acceptance runs as follows :—
That the following words be added after the word *“ seats” in elause (iii) sub-
clauge 1:

*‘ Tneluding all offices whether eleetive or nominated in the: Legislatures or
outside and all seats on Committees or Commissions whether of the
Legislatures or otherwise and shall be available for carrying on agita~
tion in the country.” *

My plea for moving this amendment before you is to make the
Resolution which has been moved by the leader of the Swarajya party,
consistent. Ladies and gentlemen, just scan that regolution and
decide for yourselves if that Resolution is consistent with itself. I first
of all invite your attention to sub-clause 1 of clause (iii). You have
grasped the scheme of that resolution. That Resolution says that in
the event of the Government making no response—which is most pro-
bable—to the mational demand within a particular period = the
Swarajist members will leave their seats in the  Legislatures.
The Resolution says that the Swarajist members in  the
Assembly and in the Council of State shall vote for the rejection of
the Finance Bill and immediately after leave their seats. - What seats?
The Resolution is discreetly silent. Does it include seats in the
Legislatures only ? Does it include seats on the Committees also?
Does it include governmental Committees? ~Or does it exclude such
seats as Pandit Motilal Nehru holds on the Skeen Committee, which
the Swarajist members hold with credit to themselves and honour to
the nation ? T want you to consider that. Does the resolution give
a clear mandate so that there may be no difficulty on that? We do not
want camouflage. T want a clear decision from you. What do you want ?
Panditji’'s next clause gives you a little inkling of his mind. For,
in sub-clause 2 of clause (iii) he tells us, “No member of the Swarajya
party in'the Council of State, the Legislative Assembly or any of the
Provincial Councils shall thereafter attend any meeting of any of
the said Legislatures or any of their Committees, etc.”  I:ask you to
consider if thisis consistent with the proviso contained in sub-clause
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4 and I will respectfully invite your best attention to that
part of the resolution. That proviso in express terms says,
* Provided that the policy of non-acceptance of offices in the
gift of the Government shall continue to be followed until a
satisfactory response to the aforesaid Demand is made by the
Government.”” Now, here the proviso in clear terms tells you
that until the Congress gives a mandate to the contrary the Swarajists
shall not hold any offices in the gift of the government. Why do you
not then accept my amendment which makes it clear that the seat on
the Skeen Committee and the seat of the President of the Assembly
come within this sub-clause 1.? You will now mark my amendment
(reads). In addition to the posts to which I have already invited your
attention there are certain minor posts—such as nominated seats on
certain Madras Advisory Committees. ButI will not trouble you with
them. I will confine my remarksto these two posts and only as specimens
I mention Panditji’s seat on the Skeen Committee and the President of
the Assembly. And when Panditji opposes my amendment it means
that he does not mean to resign until my amendment is accepted.
Now, I ask you ladies and gentlerfien, fthis question. If asa
protest against the conduct of the Government in not making due
response, the members of the Legisla¢ures will have to leave their seats,
what jus’ti@ca’tion ig there for Panditji to continue to hold an office in
the gift of the Government? What justification is- there for him to
continue there ? I dare say, your answer shall be, ‘None’. - Therefore,
you shall accept my amendment. Buf he might say, ‘No, it is not go.’
And therefore I shall anticipate his argument on- this matter. He says
that the Skeen Committee is a very important Committee. He will
say that the Skeen Committee has been appointed in response toa
resolution passed in the Assembly. He will say that it is concerned
with the important question of defence of our country. As I have no
right to reply to- his arguments in defence, I shall try to anticipate
him. Gentlemen, the Skeen Committee is a committee of the Govern-
ment and the séab thereon is a gift from the Government. How can
you, then, say . that it should not be included in sub-clause 1 when it
comes expressly within sub-clause 4. I ask, what is the principle? This
is the thin end of the wedge. If you accept the resolution and reject my
amendment, there is no reason why you should not accept what you
have heard of Responsive Co-operation from Maharashtra leaders. What
is the difference between the two? - There might be a difference of
opinion as regards Dyarchy, but are we going to fight on
these small things? If Panditji says that the Committee is composed of
a majority of Indians and he must be there on the Skeen Committee ta
safeguatrd our interest, well and good. But Mr. Jinnah is there and
we do not doubt his patriotism though he be not with us today. On
this question of military training of Indians there is no difference
10
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among Indian politicians and I do say that the inferest ‘of the nation
shall be sufficiently guarded by Mr. Jinnah who willbe there in the
absence of Panditji. Gentlemen, it has often been dinned into our
ears that an office is a dark chamber and (President’s gong.)

I shall take only a minute more. Gentlemen, what I was going to
say was thig: If you accept the principle of non-acceptance of office
then I dare say you shall accept my amendment. With these words
I shall leave the question of the Skeen Committee.

I shall now deal with the office of Mr. Patel as the President of
the Assembly. You will remember that Mr. Patel was elected because
he was a Swarajist member of the Assembly and he went there on
the Swarajist ticket. And if the members of the Swarajya
Party walk out of the Assembly what justification is there for
Mr. Patel not to leave his Chair? Brothers, I want you to consider
another point. What is the objeet of the proviso that after leaving
their seats the members of the legislatures shall report themselves to
the Special Committee ? The object is that they should be made avail-
able for work in the country. If our respected leader Mr. Patel does
not leave his seat and report himself to the Special Qommittee how can
he be available for agitation in the country? Hence my amendment
that both of them should be made agailable for agitation in the country.
{President’s gong), I ask you in the name of principle, in the name
of truth, in the name of all that you hold sacred, to exercise your judg-
ment and not to be influenced by any other considerations. Fxercise
your judgment and if your judgment goes wrong, I can only say that
I have done my duty.
~ Mr. N. V. Gadgil (Maha1a<htra) I rise to @upport the amendment
moved by Mr. Srikishendas H. Lulla. (Cries of * Hindi, Hindi’).

He then spoke in Hindi.

The President: Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya will now move
his amenument. : C, '

On' rising to explain his amendment Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya was received with an ovation. He spoke in’ Hindi.

The President: I now call upon Mr..M. R. Jayakar to second
the amendment of Pandlt M dan Mohan Malawya ‘

Mr. Jayakar Madam Premdent ladies and gentlemen * I have

. great pleasure in secondlrg the amendment which ha8 been

moved by Pandit Madan Mohan Malavwa I bave also to per-
form the work of opposing the amendment moved by Mpr. Sri-
kishendas H. Lulla. This I will do at the same time so that I may
not take up your time again. Between these two I propose to take
very little time indeed. Firstly,. becanse Pandit Malaviya has put
his- case from his points of view in all its details and with a
Wealth of illustration and argument Wthh are not necessary or
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possible for me to rival. First of all, T just want to mention that the
Resolution which our venerable leader Pandit Motilal Nehru has put
before you is Resolution No. VII, and is also the official resolution
of the Swarajya Party. It was passed in the General Counecil of the
Swarajya Party twodays ago and it is also the Resolution moved before
the Congress to which I was going to move an amendment implying
opposition to the main principle of that Resolution ; but in order to
avoid the embarrassment of doing so and in order to have
the liberty and freedom of perfect criticism I have very great
pleasure in stating to you that Mr. Kelkar, Dr. Mfdenje and
myself have this mormng tendered remgnatmns of our seats in  the
legislatures which we oocupy as Swarajlst members thereof Ynu~w1ll
be glad to hear that it gives us freedom of. expression for which we have
been longing for a long time. But until the General Councll of the
Swarajya Party met and officially recognlzed this Resolution which
does not conform to our view we could not take the somewhat drastic
step of leaving our seats in the legislatures. But now that the Council
of the Swarajya Party met and have done the needful we thought it
would be better and less embarrassing anpd more honourable to all
parties that before we take up the work of criticising this Resolution— -
which criticism may sometimes 1nvolve strong expression—which I do
not propose to indulge in on this occasion but may do so later on in the
course of our propaganda which we propose to start—we thought it
much more honourable to tender our resignations which we have done
this morning, of our seats in the legislatures; and we propose to oceupy
our leisure in creating opinion in favour of the point of view which
has been put before you by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. My
view is—(A voice—Louder please) I am trying to stretch my voice
as much as I can. ‘ )

It 1s a great misfortune to have to differ from & person of Pandlt

personally a great misfortune mdeed We went to the Oounclls‘
together. We .worked for two years. We have derlved certain
experience and I am speaking from my experience just as he speaks
from his experience and there arc other friends who speak from their
own experience also. I think public  life reqmres -that we should
most hondstly—without any kind of recrimination or bitterness—state
our expérience to this august body, which meets once a year and in’
whose name we went into the Councils. I tell you quite frankly that
there are two ways before the country. Rither you believe in the’
Council programme or you do not, (Hear, hear). Both are honest
views. My friends Mr. Syam Sunder Chakravarty and Mr. Sambamurti
do not believe in the Council programme. Others believe in it. Well,
if - you have gone into the Council and have lost faith
in the working of that Council, the best plan would be
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to get out of the Council, resign your seats and go to- the
country and prepare it for such action as you think the country is
ready for or should be made ready for. If, on the contrary, you wish
to remain in the Council-—as Pandit Malaviya says, - ‘‘take the lagt
juice out of it,”’—make the best use of it. Capture every place df
power, influence, responsibility and initiative and like fighters neglect
no chance, give no quarter to this Government and occupy every
place of power and for that make the best of the Councils. I quite
agree, it does mean a considerable amount of humiliation that people
who went to the Councils to obstruct have now to take up power and
responsibility. 1Itis no doubt very humiliating, I entirely agree. But
if you wantto be honest, suffer thiz humiliation and work the
Qouncils. Orif you do not want to suffer this humiliation, I can
understand honourable men not willing to do so, do come out and
agitate in the country for a programme of co-ordinate work, for a
programme of constructive work and devote your leisure to it. But
the present Resolution is neither here nor there. That is my strong-
est objection to it. I shall explain why. Now, for instance, fturn to.
Sec. (b) of the Resolution. .(Reads). May I in the name of goodness
know what is the good of this clause. I donot knoWw what you want
to state in this clause here, I take the liberty of saying that this
constant reiteration that the countty is not ready for Civil Disobedience
is a weakening process and ought to be avoided. You had a Committee—
the Civil Disobedience Enquiry Committee—to consider this question
and Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. Patel also served as members in
that Committee and they deliberately came to the conclusion that the
“ country was not ready for Civil Disobedience . After that, in the
name of goodness why do you want to-have this section time after time
every year and repeat the words that the country is not ready for
Civil Disobedience? This is a weakening resolution. Why do you
not wait till the country is ready and then come out with it. Isay
therefore it is a weakening process and ought to be dropped.. It decsives
no body at all-——not even the Government. Some critigs say that itis
merely a camouflage to catch the votes of unwary vofers. Why do you
lay yourselves open to this charge. Therefore Malaviyaji suggests
that this section—this wonderful proclamation that the country is not
ready for Civil Disobedience ought to be dropped. Do you think that
you will be able to make the country ready for Civil Disobedienoe by re-.
iterating every year that the country is not ready for it? This
constant dinning into your ears that the country is not ready, is not.
helpful. If you have faith in it start the process immediately. If you.
believe in it, start the process and I will illustrate what I mean when.
I say it is a camouflage, in five minutes. A friend of mine in Bombay .
told me that a gentleman came to him and asked him to preside over a
meeting to be held at the Marwari Vidyalaya for the purpose of creating-
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public opinion in favour of Civil Disobedience. My friend, a great
public man, said—'*Yes, provided you get the signatures of some people
whointend to start a no-tax campaign against an iniquitous tax which
the Bombay Municipality levied on households.” My friend agreed to
preside overthe meeting provided the gentleman could get him the names
of ten persons who were unwilling to pay the tax openly and get their
signatures. My friend said that he was also being charged this tax
and he would not pay it and he was ready to put his name first and
asked the gentleman to get him nine more names. He told my friend
that he would let him know the next day. On the second day he
came to my friend-and said he was sorry he could not get nine names.
This is the story of Civil Disobedience. And I tell you not to be led
away. by pious resolutions, Those who belleve in Civil Disobedience—
I have great respect for them. They do not believe in camouflage.
They say, come out and start Civil Disobedience. I can undeistand
that. But.l.cannot.understand the meaning of this pious resolution
and this consant dinning into our ears that the country is not ready.
You do not make the country stronger by telling us that constantly.
For Heaven’s sake keep silent till the country is ready to start the
work. That is the one honest course. I donot believe in Civil Dis-
obedience, but I leave it to Mahatma  Gandhi, the one man who
understands thls Mantra. - He knows the very Mantra—the Beeju of Civil
Disobedienee. He is the one man in the country, notw1thstand1ng
all the diletfanti who talk of Civil Disobedience, who understands the
secret of this message. 'Be guided by him. Teave that question to
him. And what he tells you from the infinite knowledge which he
possesses—be guided by it. I therefore ask you mnot to pass the
Resolution in this way. I ask you not to accept the section ‘but rejeect
it. If on the contrary, you are not in favour of Civil Discbedience,
the most honest, the most- straightforward course—though I know it
will be a humiliating course-—but the most honest course would be to
work the Councils for what they are worth. Work the Councils, take:
the best out of them, fight from every corner, fight with every weapon—
take everything that you can get and make such progress as you can.
I now ask you to look - at- clause (iii), sub-clause 1 ; it says ** leave
their seats and report themselves:-.... ” “T.eave their seats ’-—this I can
understand. But in the original sub-clause 2 they were to have gone
back fortwo purposes—to defeat the budget and prevent additional
taxation, but with that curious metamorphosis whieh shows the co-
operator’s mind, a proviso is added to sub-clause 2 of clause (iii)—(Reads)
—* Provided also that it shall be open to the Special Committee to
allow the Swarajist members of any Legislature to attend the said
Legislature when such attendance is in its opinion essential for some
special or unforeseen purpose.” A carriage and four has been
driven through this clause. Going back for a distinct purpose, to defeat :
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the budget and prevent additional taxation—and then “‘leave your
seats and ¢ome out”—this I can understand ; but 1 cannot
understand the proposition of coming - out and going  back
whenever you want. The whole of it  seems to me: to be- a
farce. This reminds me of the days when I was a youngster,
when we were engaged in such boyish plays. I bave not much faith
in this skulking method, because we tried this method in the Bombay
Council and our electorates became angry. I wonder at the ingenuity
of the framer of the Resolution. But this is not going to succeed.
This might succeed in getting votes; but this will not intimidate the
Government. This clause means that for special purposes these
gentlemen will go in again. I am sure this is not going to succeed.
However, 1 wish success to those who believe in it,

Now, I come to the second part of my duty, namely to oppose the
amendment of Mr. Lulla. So far as I have understood the scope of this
amendment, it practically means this and I strongly want to oppose
it—that Pandit Motilal Nehru with all his experience and influence
in public life and prestige will have to leave the Skeen Committee
and come out. It means that my friend Mr. V, J. Patel will have
to leave the Chair of the President of the Leglslatlve Assembly and
come out. I quite agree that it is fhe logical consequence of the proviso
under sub-clause 4 of cl. (iii), namely, the non-acceptance of offices in
the gift of the Government: But in politics, do not be too 18gical. Do
not attach too much importance to that clause. That clause is incon-
sistent with Pandit Motilal Nehru remaining in the Skeen Committee-
—it is inconsistent with Mr. Patel remaining the President of the
Assembly. But for Heaven’s sake, realize what that means. Today
Pandit Motilal Nehru is on a Committee—a most important Committee
—dealing with military instruction. He has very clearly pointed out in
the Subjects Committee the advantage of this Committee. He will be.
able to learn the secrets of the Government—he will be able to carve
out a military career for our youths—he will be able to trawvel at Govern«
ment expense. Therefore, it is a great mistake to be logical in politics
and to come to a conclusion which amounts to the rejection of Pandit
Motilal’s place in the Skeen Committee-and Mr. Patel’s place in the
Assembly on the ground that it is the necessary logical consequence of
the proviso in sub-cl. 4 of ¢l. (iii). I am sure—and I am quite hdpeful that
when you defeat this amendment, Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. Patel
will be able to keep their respective places—Pandit Motilal will be able -
to serve in the Skeen Committee and my friend Mr. Patel, stalwart as™
he is in politics, will be able to retain his high office in the Assembly-
and my principle willbe established that you can work the offices with
sacrifice, with great patriotism and honour. You need no coffers and you
- need not necessarily be Kafirs, because you willbe in the Kaaba. ' I am -
sure you. will defeat this amendment because I am anxious that Pandit
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Motilal by the good work which he will do, by ‘the ‘information
which he will get and by the amount of .public revenue which he will
save by travelling at Government expense will establish 'my principle.
Then I think the principle of Responsive Co-operation will be establish-
ed and I shall be able to hold that report aloft and say—here is the
justification of my doctrine that even a Swarajist can work without
temptation in highly paid posts and work in conjunection with Govern=
ment officials also. Therefore I ask you to defeat Mr. Lulla’s amend-
ment and allow Pandlt Motﬂal Nehru and Mr. Patel to remain in their
respective places because I am a 10us that these stalwarts should
work in conJunctlon with Government officials, Mr. Patel ‘should Work
with the V1ceroy and tell h1m that he should respect the Indians, and
I am anxious that European officers should be brought in juxtaposition
w1th the best and most patriotic "amongst us, so that they come to
respect-us-and learn to admire our patriotism. I am anxious there-
fore, that you should not out-of a mere desire to be logical in politics—
logic in politics does not pay—pass the amendment moved by Mr. Lulla,
because that will have a most disastrous consequence, namely,
removing from their Dbroper places in the Skeen Committee and in the
Legislative Assembly two eminent patriots who will teach the bureau-
cracy to respect and admire the India.p Nation. (Applause).

The President: I now call upon Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta to support
the Resolution.

Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta (Bengal) who on rising to speak was received
with cheers said :

Madam President, ladies and gentlemen: I rise to support
the Resolution that was moved yesterday by Pandit Motilal Nehru
and I oppose. most . strongly the amendment that has been moved
by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. The main principle of the
resolution which my - léader of the Swarajya Party moved yesterday
is to be found in the proviso, namely, * the policy of non-acceptance of
offices in the gift of the Government shall continue to be followed until
in the opinion of the Congress a satisfactory response to the terms of
the settlement aforesaid is madeby the Government.” That is the
main theme. I do not care whether in the main Resolution there
may be phrases here or there with which I eannot agree, but the main
thing is that the Swarajya Party backed by the Congress should . have
ancther chance of stopping the working of this system of Government
through these Councils. I do not care whether there is a clause here
or 'a clause there, saying that we are not prepared for Civil
Disobedience or that Civil Disobedience will have to be launched
in the last resort for gaining our freedom. Those are merely academic
questions so far as the present time is concerned. I disagree with many
and I agree with Maulvi Majid Baksh who says that if a leader were
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to stand with courage in both hands and say that he will start Civil
Disobedience he could do it within the course of the next eight or ten
months. (Hear, hear). But our leaders are there. Mahatma Gandhi
today does not feel confident of starting Civil Disobedience at orce.
Pandit Motilal Nehru is also hesitating and remember, we have lost
not many months ago our Deshbandhu. Therefore it is not for usto
quarrel about words here and there. Let us keep the main thing. And
T shall show to you when the time comes in February or March 1927—
nearly fifteen or sixteen months hence—when we have succeeded 'in
capturing all the seats of the legislatures—when the new Councils are
sitting again (Hear, hear) —when'the general elections are over, Bengal
will net hesitate, if you give the mandate today, to start Civil Dis=
obedience. (Hear, hear). With the manadate of the Congress behind
and the majority of seats not only in the Assembly but also in the
majority of Provinces—and we hope to have a majority in Bengal,
Assam, Behar, the Central Provinces and Madras—the difficulty I know
is about the Punjab and Bombay—but if we have the majority of seats in
the majority of the Provinces and are backed by the mandate of the
Congress, I may tell you sat the end of 1926 qr in the beginning
of 1927 Bengal will not either be wanting to rebel against the
Council or hesitate to start Civil Disobedience after the Councils have
been stopped. (Hear, hear).

I shall show why I say this proviso is the main substance
of this resolution. There have ' been two parties—one - large
and another a very small one—within the - Swarajya.  Party,
the minority saying that the time has ¢ome when we should goin for
* Responsive Co-operation ’, ag they term it. As a matter of fact, it is
a kind of co-operation without any response whatsoever from the
Government and that they like to call Responsive Co-operation. I say
this Congress should once for all decide here and now whether you
approve the principle of non-acceptance of office (Hear, hear) or you do
not; whether you approve the principle of going into the Cduncils for the
purpose of running them for what they are worth or .ndt. Mr. Jayakar
has put forward before you certain premises from which he argues that
he could understand the position of Mr. Syam Sunder Chakravarty and
others who do not believe in Councils and want to boycott them . and
he also understands the position of himself and Pandit Malawya who
say ‘‘ go into the Councils and get the best of them—take hold of every’
office in the gift of the Government.” He assumes that those are the
only two ways of looking into the question of Councils. Mr. Jayakar
forgets that those were not the only two premises which he accepted with
regard to Council entry when at Gaya he joined the Deshbandhu after
the Congress and signed the Swarajya Party pledge. He forgets that
there is a third alternative for those who go there to stop the working .
of the leglslatures within three quarters of an hour, And God willing,
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with your mandate behind, the Swarajya Party in February or March,
1927 will be able to put a stop to the whole working of the machinery
in the Councils and the Legislative Assembly. How do I say that? Do
you not remember that immediately after the general elections of 1923
the Swarajya Party in the Central Provinces were returned in
a majority. What did they do there ? To everything that was brought
forward before the Council by the Government the Swarajya Party
members said ‘No’. Every proposal, every measure, every demand
for grants was negatived by the Swarajya Party members and
within fortyfive minutes the Central Provinces ILegislative Council
came to an end. ' .

Let me go step by step: I shall show to you why we did not get
the majority in the other Provinces and why it is that no satisfactory
result like that in the Central Provinces was obtained in. other
Provinces. It was because the Congress refused to give us the man-
date of running the elections and that was why we did not get the
majority in other Provinces. Do you know with what difficulty we
defeated the opponents of Council entry ? You know the “difficulties of
the situation. The @ongress was not behintl us.  The Indian National
Congress did not give us the sanction to fight the elections till the
elections had actually taken vlace.s Yet in the Central Provinces
Legislative‘(}ouncil we were refurned in a majority and with what
success you know.

A Delegate: In Bengal you passed the Ministers’ salaries.

Mr. Sen-Gupta: We never passed any salary. We never brought
forward any resolution to that effect, nor had we opposed the back
salaries of the Ministers because we did not want to be mean. We had
refused their salaries when they acted as Ministers. When the back
salaries of the Ministers were passed, the Swarajists did not take any
part in the voting. There was no question of principle involved. We
had nothing to do with that and we did not like to do ‘anything which
might be miscopstrued as mean or might indicate that we hada
personal grudge against the ex-Ministers,

A Delegate:  Absenting from voting means passing the Resolution.

Mr, Sen-Gupta: We did so because we did not want to be petty.
No questién of principle was there and the question of Dyarchy was not
raised af all.

Gentlemen, I was telling you that with the mandate of the Congress
behind, there is every possibility of our being returned in a majority in
most of the Provinces and we shall get it. “Let there be a majority of
Swarajist members in the Councils as well as in the Legislative
Assembly, and you will see that in March, 1927 there will be a dead
stop of the working of the constitution. And friends who want to start
Civil Disobedience, I may tell you that then those who arein the

11
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Oouncils would be free to come out of the Councils and work with you
for Civil Disobedience. If we do not succeed in getting a majority in
most of the Provinces, I can tell you on behalf of the Bengal Swarajists
at least that we will not ask you again to give us the right to contest
the elections. We will then be with you and leave the Councils alone
because then it will be proved to the hilt that it is not possible to get
a-majority in the majority of Provinces. Last time when with all
the strength he possessed the Deshbandhu started the election
campaign he had neither sufficient time nor sufficient backing from
the Congress and that was the reason why the Swarajya Party could
not get a majority in the majority of Provinces. I am only asking
you, particularly my no-changer friends, to help us and give us the
right to experiment this once more and put a stop to the working of
the Councils—~not merely in one Province butin all the Provinces
by being returned in a majority in the majority of Provinces.

"~ Gentlemen, never before had my revered leader the late Desh-
bandhu - been so misrepresented as he has been here in this Congress
by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. (Hear, hear). He did the
same injustice to the memory of the late Lokamanya Tilak by saying
that he believed in the same ' course  of  action that Malaviyaji
asks you to do in the preseht circumstances. And T dare say
Mr. Abhyankar will come to my rescue. We all know what
happened at the Amritsar Oongress in 1919, Mr. Das had proposed
a Resolution which did not talk of obstructmn when necessary and
co-operation when that was necessary ’. That Resolution was backed up
by Lokamanya Tilak. But there were certain difficulties. Malaviyaji
was ‘against it and there +was a compromise resolution - adopted
and that was the resclution from the speech on which he quoted.
Gentlemen, do not forget the reasons for which that compromise resolu-
tion was adopted. In the same Congress a Resolution for the Declara-
tion of Rights of the Indian people was passed and in the resolu-
tion about the Reforms it was declared that we were fully fit for full
responsible Government. Gentlemen, the Hunter Gormmittee’s Report
on - the Jallianwala Bagh massacre had not yet been published.
The Report of the Punjab Enquiry Committee of the Congress
was ready but it was resolved not to publish the report on
the Punjab massdcre until the Hunter Committee’s Report was
published. Much water has flown through the sacred Ganges since
then; six years have elapsed. After the publication of the Hunter
Committee’s Report, Mahatma Gandhi realised that the Government
was not going to retrace its steps nor was it going to redress our
’;grievances. And what is the use now of quoting Mahatma Gandhi—
what he gaid in 1919—when we know that immediately after
the publication of the Hunter Committee’s Report +the situation
‘had changed and Mahatma Gandhi realized the .attitude. of the
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Government and advised that another policy had to be followed.
Therefore it is not right to say that the Deshbandhu was in favour of
the proposition of 1919 which Malaviyaji wants you to accept six years
after; in 1925.

As regards Lokamanya Tilak, 1 have told you that he was entirely
in fa,vour of the Deshbandhus resolutlon As _a matter. of fact, it
was put up before ‘the Congress although it was eventually dropped
because of the compromise resolution. The word ‘‘Responsive
Co-operation *> was for the first time used by Lokamanya. Tilak. He
used the expression in the course of an interview when he was coming to
attend the Amritsar Congréss from Poona. But whatever it is, I am
sure the Lokamanya never meant by ‘ Responsive Co-operation’’
acceptance of office—acceptance of Ministership and Executive Coun-
cillorship when there was no response whatever from the Government
—when there was absolutely a deliberate desire on the part of the
Government to flout the public opinion expressed both inside and
outside the legislatures. Is it not a fact that demand after demand
has been made in the legislatures—resolution after resolution has been
passed in the Provingcial Councils, in the Punjab, Bengal and Madras
and in other Councils ? But not one of them has been taken notice of
by the Government. Has there been any response? None. Therefore
it is unwise—it is dishonouring the memory of a great man like
Lokamanya Tilak to say that he would have favoured today this prin-
ciple of acceptance of offices in the gift of the Government. It is no
use misrepresenting him simply by quoting solitary passages here
and there without reference to the context, from a speech which the
Lokamanya delivered as long ago as 1919 when the situation wasg
different.

Gentlemen, there will be other speakers coming after me. I shall
not detain you long. ButI will make a final appeal to you. I tell
the no-changers that we are with them. Whether we succeed in
December 1926 elections or not and whether we succeed in bringing
about a deadlock.in the legislatures or mot, I say it makes no
difference to you. The Swarajists will come out. The Swarajists
will not ask for another mandate from the Congress to run the
elections again. To Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Mr. Jayakar
and to "all Moderates and Liberals I say—you will have
your heart’s desire when we come out of the Councils—you
will have a free hand in 1927 after we have failed. But I say—we have
absolute confidence that we ghall gucceed in ecarrying out our
programme in February or March, 1927. Give us one more year and
then you can do whatever you like. . If we succeed you will praise us.
If we fail you will take cur place.

One more word. Malaviyaji has talked of unity. He told us that
we must work together. Ilc said that some Raja was a member of the
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Congress before and he is not with us today, therefore we must get him
with us—we must get everybody here! Gentlemen, I ask you—how are
we to get that unity? Unity is to be got- when a resolution passed by the
majority in the Congress is also carried out even by those who
disagree. Unity is to be got when those who do not hold the majority
view yet work within the Congress and do not create parties. (Hear,
hear). S

A Delegate: What about Gaya ?

Mr. Sen-Gupta: Yes, what we did at Gaya was because we had faith
in our programme.

Several voices: We have also faith in our programme—we are
simply following you.

Mr. Sen-Gupta : If you have faith in yourselves and do not want
others in your fold, then do not in the same breath talk of unity.
There are two courses open to you——either you submit to the decision of
the majority and preserve unity or you raise the standard of revolt.
Sometimes we followed the one course and sometimes the other accord-
ing to the exigencies of the situation. At Gaya we unfurled the flag of
revolt, and we think we were justified. At Amritsar we compromised
and on other occasions also we submitted to the decision of the
majority. *

Gentlemen, with these words I commend the resolusion to your
acceptance.

The President: I now call upon Mr. S. K. Datt Paliwal to support
the resolution.

Mr. Paliwal (U.P.) supported the resolution in Hindi.

The President: I now call upon Mr. Abhyankar to support the
resolution moved by Pandit Nehru.

Mr, Abhyankar (C. P. Marathi): I stand here to support the
resolution and I oppose the venerable Malaviyaji and the redoubtable
Jayaka,rjl They say that India is a land of wonders. Today I find it
is really so. Pandit Malaviya and Mr. J ayakar whoever stood within
ten miles’ distance from Lokamanya Tilak in his lifetime, have begun
after his death to invoke his name. To say that the resolution is one
_.-that would ‘have been sanctioned by Lokamanya Tilak is a blasphemy
< on hig name. I learnt the first lessons of my life at his.feet, and all

my inspirations I have received from him.
( A voice: What about Kelkar ?

Mr. Abhyankar: I am coming to him in a minute. I do not wish—
but if you do, I am coming to it. To say that the acceptance of
ministership in the present circumstances is Responsive Co-operation
is an insult to that doctrine. I may tell you that I am a Chla of the
~Lokamanya. I took him as my Gury and 1 accept nobody else, 1
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do not also quarrel with the principle of Responsive Co-operation but
my quarrel is with the programme that is being presented under that
principle. My quarrel is with this throwing of dust into the eyes of the
unwary and the unthinking. Malaviyaji talked of swords—great
words indeed. I think India will have good reason to thank herself
when Malaviyaji will come to us.

Mr. Jayakar has told us that Le, Dr. Moonje and Mr. Kelkar have
tendered resignations of their seats as Swarajist members in  the
legislatures. I congratulate them on having done that and come into
theopen. Mr. Jayakar only a day before this had told us that he
wanted to accept ministership for opposing the Government at every .
step.. I am going to quote his words : ~‘ thereby obstruct the Govern-
ment at every step in their attempt to impede the nation’s progress
towards Swaraj’, Today he tells us—not more than 24 hours after—"We
‘want to work the Councils for what they are worth.” Why this?
Mrmlgyelkar through his paper has been telling us during the last one
month that he wants to work the Councils for - what they . are worth,
All honour to him, because he is the only honest man I have found
on the other side. I do not agree with him but all honour to him for
his honesty and for his boldness in having come out with  clear-cut
ideas. - The idea of all others seems to be, ‘Let us have mlmstershlps.
That seems to yme to be the common point “of all—the centre
of the circle -in - which they are moving—the pivot on which
they are revolving. But once they have captured minister-
ships, what 'will they do? There is  disagreement among them
regarding the  very objective of their action. Is it possible for
us to give even one moment’s consideration to their programme ?

My friend Malaviyaji asks you to look to the country and not to
the party. He has forgotten that the Swarajya Party today in the
words of Mahatma Gandhi—in the words of Lord Birkenhead, your
very opponent, and in the words of Lord Reading—is the only party
in the ocountry, that is going ahead with a programme which the
government has now come to recognise. Do you mean us to under-
stand that when you ask the audience not to look to the party but
to the country, the Swarajwa Party is a party not for the country ?
Do you mean us to understand that? If you do, the highest
authoritres have given a clear lie to your statement. My friend
Mr. Jayakar very wisely and very nicely ftried to bring about
a split between the mno-changers and ourselves—by ourselves 1
mean the Swarajya Party. He said that he could understand
the remaining out of  the Council but he said he could not
understand getting into the Council and not accepting ministerships,
Yes, let me tell Mr, Jayakar that there might be  differences between
no-councilwalas . and ourselves, but time will not be long before we join
hands. 'Time is coming and fast comning when we shaill join handsj_—’
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when we shall have to join hands with them for the very simple reason
‘that though we may differ, we have to stand boldly before the Govern-
ment and tell them, ‘Concede our demands or we shall see that you
are damned’. Whatever wedge you want to drive between the no-
changers and ourselves, whatever seeds of disunion you may try to
sow between the two wings, T amsure, Jhny will not be guided by the
advice of Mr. Jayakar. Mr. Jayakar says, ‘“Why this camouflage, this
talk of CivilDisobedience?” Yes, sir. But was it not the very camouflage
to which you agreed only 24 hours before in the Subjects Committee ?
Did  you not note then that it was a camouflage? ‘I know, because
there was no Malaviyaji amongst us. Directly he comes from Benares,
they think they can oppose us —-they come here and oppose the
resolution. It was Mr. Jayakar who told us only 24 hours ago that he
would not oppose this resolution.

Mr. Jayakar: On a point of personal explanation, Iam very
sorry that the speaker 1s brlngmg personahty into the argument. 1
may pomt out that what I said in the Subjects Committee was that I
will not move my amendment and I have not done so.

- The President: I hope the speaker will not go into personalities.

" Mr. Abhyankar. Madam, I should 1iké to know what difference
thore is between his amendment afid the present one that he seconded.

The President: Mr. Abhyankar, you must not refer to Mr.
Jayakar. o

Mr. Abhyankar Ibow to your ruling, Madam. Mr. Jayakar
wants us not tobe gulded by pious resolutions. I ask you not to be
misled by his guiles in “which he is an adep’c and by which he can bring
‘out any argument that is suitable to the occasion. (Laughter). My
friend Mr. Jayakar, as is usual with him, ag is eustomary with him,
a,dvances the most falla(uous argument that he could on the matter of
leﬂ Disobedience and I W111 prove it to you from his own words.
tle first told you that Mahatma Gandhi is the- only one
‘man who understands it and can speak authoritatively on the
subject. Do you not know what Mahatmaji has said on the
subject? Has not Mahatmaji told yeu, told the whole world
that the country is -not fit for Civil Disobedience but . that
Civil Disobedience is the only ultimate end? If you have not"heard it;
I make a present of it here. Mr. Jayakar has also asked us to go to
the logical conClusion, either to keep out of the Councils or, if we
desire to enter them, to accept offices.  He tried to impose his logic
upon us but when he closed his speech, he said: in politics do not be
too logical, in politics logic does mnot pay. The methed by which he
argued wanted us to be logical, but when his.turn came, he implored
you not to be logical and not to scrutinise his speech or amendment:
with any logical test. Gentlemen, if you carefully consider the speech
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of Mr. Jayakar, then you will find that he stands condemned by his own’
words and he now wants to take a chance during the next year to get
himself condemned by the whole nation in the next election by his own
action. (Cries \of ‘No, no.’) It was said by Dr. Moonje that the
Swarajists in Bengal had passed the Ministers’ salaries. At least it does
not lie in  his mouth to make that interruption when Mr. J. M. Sen-
Gupta was making a speech. Has he forgotten that he is the leader
of that majority of Swarajists in the C. P. Council which has been
hankering after offices? Has he forgotten that? You showed the way
to Bengal. Bengal is not to be blamed.

In the end, I am going to tell youone thing. The time is come
when you must tell the Government—mark you—by your action that
they have already reached the top of the hill and that their next step
is descent. Ifis for them to deside whether the descent will be
orderly or diserderly, graceful or disgraceful. They will have to take
a warning in time. If they do not, who knows what is in the womb
of futurity » We on our side trust in God and shall seek from Him
light on this grave issue. (Applause.) '

The President! I now call upon Mt. Syam Suander Ohakravarty

to.oppose the Resolution.

Mr. Syam Sunder Chakravart Wgwl;gngal) who o1 rising to speak
was received with cheers said : Sarojini Devi and my beloved fellow-
delegates :  ‘Tt'is with a deep pain - gnawing at my heart that I stand
here to oppose the Resolution which it is said has the sympathy, tacit
or expressed, of my leader Mahatma Gandhi. It was only last evening
that my friend Mr. Patel asked me if T ever had had a talk with Mahat-
ma Gandhi before T made up my mind to oppose -the Resolution.  And
gentlemen, he took me to Mahatmaji’s. - I did not. ask him any queg-
tion as to what T was going to do. But I was scanning his looks, his
words and his attitude all the three or four hours that I happened to be
with him last night ; and all that I saw only put into me an additional
bit of determination to protest against this, Resolution. Gentlemen,
from what I saw of Mahatma Gandhi it seemed to me that his had been
the tragedy of all greatness throughout ages. His lips seemed to exclaim,
* Throughout my career I have cried with all the anguish of my heart,
withhands uplifted,—‘Be good to the world."—but nobody has listened.”
Was it hot Vyasa Deva who had to cry out, “‘Urdhvalahs...... ... Yarodharmas-
tatojayal’ ? That was also the case with the Jesus of Nazareth. For has he
not said in the deepest anguish of his heart, ‘* Why do you cry ‘Lord!
‘Lord!” "'but not do what the Lord wants you todo?’ This resolution
‘has been the inevitable outcome of such an attitude on the part of this
great man. I had not the least iota of doubt about this when I myself
“.sat at his feet to ascertain his own attitude. Hven his disciples of
whom I ¢laim to be one are not really cast in that magnificent mould.
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His surrender is -4 historic event, a classic event both for poets and
artists, but for his followers and workers who have made his formula,
his gospel of love their own, it teaches another lesson, and this
reminds me of Tulsidas. Once while he was seen to bow down his head
to Srikrishna and was pulled up by another who said, ‘Well Tulsi,

what are you doing ° he came back to his senses and said ** Blala.........
Nath......... », 1 told my Master, my Guru Mahatma Gandhi, ‘Your

surrender is a historic event, your surrender will form the text of preach-.
ers and pulpitwalas, but those who entertained high hopes, whom you
led to revel in the glorious vision of the freedom of the country, cannot
bow their head to that attitude of surrender. And we want “‘Dhanurban
Lao hate”. So much for my personal explanation with regard to my atti-
tude towards Mahatma Gandhi. From what I have seen of him, from
what Maulana Mohamad Ali and myself have studied of his mental con-
dition—I am betraying no secret—I think the passing of this Reso-
hation will be a great shock to him, the greatest possible shock in his
life. (Cries of * Hear, hear,” and ‘ No, no’). The Saint cannot outlive
his message. Can he, Mohamad Ali?

Maulana Mohamad Ali ©* No one will reclaim the sinner.

Mr. Chakravarty: I do not call any body a sinner. T call my
esteemed friend Pandit Motilal Néhru a good saint. I wish I could
have his undying determination—1I wish T could have the quiet courage
of Mr.. Sen-Gupta-—I wish I could have the youthful energy, sacrifice
and enthusiasm of Mr. T. C. Goswami—I wish I could have the thought-
power of a Jayakar—the subtlety of a Kelkar and the driving force of
a Moonje. They are all excellent saints, but Kaupinaya Bigraha.

This reminds me of the story that I heard only this morning.
A Sanyasi in his yellow garb starts as a recluse in a
forest. He used to spread his yellow garment under the
shadow of a tree and a little bird used to spoil it, Thus worried,
he adopted a little girl to look after his garb As years relled by, the
girl grew up and the Sanyasi took a fancy to her and by degrees
fell in love with her. They married and the Sanyasf became a Grihi
and began his career of worldliness with a vengeance. One day his
Guru came and asked him, “What is this ?”’ The disciple simply said
“I am all right but Keupinaya Biglvaks.”” (Laughter). All these
Swavrajist friends of mine—all these Councilwalas including my
friend Pandit Malaviya are all excellent saints, but Kaupinayae Bigraha.
(Renewed laughter). If you want any proof, look at this Resolution.
I am pained that such a resolution should have been at all brought
before you because I cannot characterize it by any other word except
by saying that it is a negation of Gandhism—it is a denial of Gandhism.
There is only a small paragraph regarding the work in the couniry
and- so forth, the Kaupin comes again there too. (ﬂaughter).
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Gentlemen, my object in protesting against this Resolution is
that my friends should get rid of this Kowpin. I have heard
the supporters of this Resolution. Only Mr. Jayakar has chosen
to speak attacking some of the clauses of the Resolution. What a
Resolution is this? What shall I ecall :it?—It is neither fish,
flesh, nor good red herring, but words, words, words. One is apt to be
lost in the labyrinth of words and one cannot find cne’s way out. And
as for its usefulness, whom has it satisfied? Has it satisfied Mr.
Basanta Kumar Majumdar, my fiery friend from Bengal? No. It has
only given rise to untold annotators. My friend Mr. Sen-Gupta, the
leader of the Swarajya Party in Bengal came to support this
Resolution ~and began his harangue on- Civil Disobedience. He
said, if the leader was forthcoming they could immediately
start Civil Disobedience. Is there anything of the kind in the
Resolution ? So I say this Resolution while shedding no light has
opened the floodgates of controversy. Is not this long series of amend-
ments a proof of that? So, my dear fellow-delegates, if you are true
to yourselves read this Resolution, or if you have no time to read
it, accept the explanation of one who has gone through it and that is
this. It is a piece of inconsequential docu'ment. It is inconsistency
personified. I shall draw your attention to only one sentence:
“This Congress resolves that the guiding principle in carrying on
all politicel work shall be self-reliance in all activities.”” That is
all right. This reads like Chanakya’s Sloka or Smiles’s Self-help. But next
comes the Kaupin item: *““This Congress adopts on behalf of the
country the terms of the settlement offered to the Government by
the Independent and Swarajya Parties”” and so on, and then Govern-
ment comes in.  What sort of self-help is that which keeps our eyes
rivetted on the Government? Had we not by the adoption of the
programme of Non-co-operation under the august auspices of Mahatma
Gandhi and his mighty lieutenants Deshbandhu  Chittaranjan Das and
Pandit Motilal Nehru jettisoned for good the programme of looking
tothe Government ?  Our poet Tagore once describing Sir Surendra
Nath Banerjea said, “‘It is all good with him except that he has one
weakness—he always keeps his eyes directed overseas.” So, Madam,
in connection with the discussion of this Resolution I have heard very
often the hallowed and memorable name of Lokamanya Tilak.
I do mot .know. whether Mr. Jayakar happens to know it.
But I think neither Dr. Moonje nor Mr. Kelkar nor Mr. Phadke
whom I met on the banks of the Ganges when we bathed together today,
will deny that we poor Bengalees had something to do with Lokamanya
Tilak. When he incurred the displeasure of the whole intelligentzia of
India, what was his argument—why did he choose to make an enemy of
everyone of his friends ? Because, he said that the progress the Congress
had made in spite of enormous odds at the Calcutta Session- under

12
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the Presidency of the late Dadabhai Naoroji, should be maintained
intact, Mehta and Gokhale notwithstanding. He would never allow the
chariot wheels of progress to be dragged behind. And you my brother-
delegates—will you my countrymen, who are so anxious to see the early
attainment of Swaraj, lead back the chariot of progress by subscribing
to this Resolution, by being a party to its sanction in this Congress?
My friend Pandit Malaviya has said that Non-co operation has failed.
Do you subscribe to that sentiment? (Cries of ‘No, no’). If in the
chequered annals of Indian politics, anything, any programme, any
formula has ever !succceeded, it is the formula, the programme, the
Mantva of Non-co-operation (Cries of ‘ Hear, hear’). If you want any
proof, it is there. Is it not a fact that Lord Birkenhead, Lord
Reading, Earl Winterton and every Provincial Governor—whenever
they make an offer to you, the one condition that they make, the
one thing that they demand of you before advancing an inch is
that you must co-operate, co-operate, co-operate. (Cries of ‘Hear,
hear’). Is it nota fact? Do not the readers of newspapers know
the fact that it is co-operation that they want from us ? The implica~
tion—the conclusion is irresistible that it is this movement of Non-
co-operation that they are afraid of. You say, Non-co-operation
is a passive programme. I say itis the most creative of all programmes.
It is a programme, notwithstanding its negative name, for p.utting your
house in order. And what more do we require? Here on thisplat-
form there have been so many speeches, eloquent or otherwise, about
the immediate and remote necessity of Civil Disobedience. It is only
the gods in whose lap the future is said to lie who could say at what
hour the country is fit. I have never been a practical man and cannot
therefore venture to say that this is the moment when a certain thing
ought to be done or that this is not the moment when a thing
ought to begin. The American War of Independence or for the
matter of that any other War of Freedom anywhere in the world
does not corroborate that theory ; but we must all agree that we should
join our hands, we should first collect our resoutrces, we should
look around before we leap. This Non- co-operation programme—this
programme of nation-building—requires no more than that, viz. that we
should strengthen ourselves where we are not really strong. ;, Was not
the bureaucracy shaking when Non-co-operation was at its, height?
You talk of unity. If unity can ever be an accomplished fact in the
midst of these schisms and sects, then it can only be on the platform
of Non-co-operation, (Hear, hear) and you have seen it in the days of
Khilafat, Non-co-operation and Swadeshi. We were then united,
Hindus fighting by the side of Mussalmans. It was through the
help of the Mussalmans and Khilafat soldiers that I made my campaign
of Civil Disobedience successful afterthe incarceration of the Desh-
bandhu. It is all within our memories What was once done can again



Furure PROGRAMME 91

be done; only put an end to this state of suspension- Only, again put
your hands to the plough. Do not talk of suspension and all these ‘tions’
and ‘sions’ which have proved our undoing. Be a little practical
which you claim to be, but which you are not. I shall not waste your
time further. T shall not tire your patience further by inflicting on you
a long speech. But all that I want you to do is to remember the impli~
cation of this Resolution. It gives you no life. It gives youno lead.
It keeps us in status guo. Nay it takes us backward. By voting for
this Resolution I shall notbe far wrong if I say that you shall be
voting away the destiny of India. Because by voting for this Resolu-
tion you shall be \showing to the world that you have jettisoned for
good the principle of self-help. It is no good saying that you will
launch civil disobedience in 1927—it will be as good as waiting for the
Greek Calends. I want you to remember the advice of that great
statesman who said to Rams, ° Shwbhasya Sheeghram.” I1f you want to be
yourself, if you want to hearten Mahatma Gandhi who is going to
retire and who is the only man who ecan lead you to the goal, do not
vote for this Resolution. I do not want you toureject this Resolution
in a moment of impulse or in a huff or in di.sgust or to be carried away
by speeches, or out of regard for that man, Mahatma Gandhi—but
remember when you give your vote, that your acceptance of this
Resolution will unmistakably give thé world the impression that you
have givendhe go-by to the principle of self-help and have embraced
co-operation of whatever brand it may be. (Cries of ‘ Bande Mataram’
and cheers).

The President: I now call upon Lala Lajpat Rai to support the
main Resolutions. (Cries of ¢ Bande Mataram ’ and cheers).

Lala Lajpat Rai (Punjab) on rising to speak was given a prolonged
ovation. Lalaji supported Pandit Motilal Nehru’s Resolution in Hindi.

The President: T now call upon Dewan Chamanlal to address the
Congress.

‘ Dewan Chamanlal (Punjab): I rise to support the resolution put
before the house by Pandit Motilal Nehru. And in doing s0 I want to
draw the attention of the house to the position created by the main
resolution and the position created by the amendment of Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya. Mr. Malaviya in moving his amendment said that
there was no chance whatsoever of the resolution placed before you by
Pandit Nehru being worked to a successful conclusion. You will
notice that there is no difference whatsoever except in one particular
point between the resolution and the amendment, the wording and the
phraseology being the same. But there is a very important difference
which is this: Malaviyaji is for Responsive Co-operation whereas the
mover is for giving a fight to the British Government in India at every
step and at every turn. I want to find out from those who are in agree-
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ment with Malaviyaji as to what they exactly mean by the word * Res-

ponsive Co-operation’.  This can only mean that you respond to the

kicks the British Government give you. - It means you co-operate with

the iniquities heaped on your heads by the British Government.
Responsive Co-operation I could understand if.it meant a reply of the

Indian people for something tangible granted to us by the British.
Government. But the sort of Responsive Co-operation for which our

friends are pining is no Responsive Co-operation. It is irresponsive

co-operation ; it is handing over the destinies of 320 millions of: the

Indian peopie to the sweet will of the British officials in this country.

Let me read out to you, as Malaviyaji has done, the proceedings of
the Indian National Congress of 1919. There is a vital difference in

the resolution passed at Amritsar and the amendment  which is before

you. At Amritsar it was said by no less a. person than Malaviyaji him-~
self that when he read out the compromise resolution this country
would work out the reforms as far as possible. But there was a loop-
hole left. But where is the loop-hole left in the amendment which has

been moved by him? You are simply accepting the proposition, by
your amendment, laid dowy by Lord Birkenhead .When he asked the
people of this country to co-operate with him. He said he was not pre-
pared to give you anything unless you showed your willingness.

Lalaji has told you that there is nothing you can expect from the
British Government—it is impossible for any man to imagine or to
dream that he can expect from the British (Government anything by
giving in—by accepting ministerial offices. The one proposition is thig:
No British officer in this country will allow any obstructionists to go
in.and accept ministerial responsibilities. Even if you do go, you
will never be able to carry on not for months or years but even fera
day. If you are going to obstruct the Government, there is no such
fool among the bureaucrats as will be willing to let you cut off his
hose in order to spite his face. It is impossible to think thatany
Governor will hand over the destiny of his province to those who
would go there with the avowed object of putting an end to
the administration of the province. 1 ask you if this sort
of provision is to be accepted by you'blindfolded, not knowing the
responsibilities attaching to it-—I ask you if you are going to declare
in one voice that we shall accept that Responsive Co-operation. You
know the condition of our people. I ask those who are for accepting
Government posts to tell me how they intend to remedy and cure the
disease which is eating into the vitals of this nation. Their cure is
like that of a doctor who wishes to cure a cancer by giving the remedy
in the shape of cough piils. (Laughter). The remedy is different;
the cure is different.

Just consider the position of eur country tdday, where millions
of people are hungry. I ask if*any minister by accepting the office
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will be able togive a little bit of food to the mouths of the hungry
millions I ask, in a country where the average income of a man is
not more than an anna per day, how many ministers will
be able to help wus in the increase of our annual income?
T ask if they ~ ean eradicate this terrible disease of poverty.
1 ask if they can help the country in the slightest manner by going in
for offices. " Have they forgotten the Muddiman report? Have they
forgotten that Liberal minister after Liberal minister came forward be-
fore the Committee and said that the reforms were such as could not
possibly be worked out.  And it is that unworkable scheme which
these gentlemen are intending to work again in the face of the verdict
of their Liberal colleagues,

If that was the verdict of men of such maoderate instincts as
Lala Harkishen-Lal, Mr. Chintamani and others, can you say that
men of our camp will succeed where these men of moderate mentality
have failed. I 'cannot imagine how any gentleman can succeed where
they have failed. . In face of the verdict of the Muddiman Committee,
it is impossible to imagine that the country is going to gain anything
by accepting the cyeed of Responsive Co-operation. MYy colleagues over
there are obsessed with the idea of the Skeen Committee. I say, what-
ever the Committee, whatever theg office may be, if the Congress
decides that a particular post should be given up, it should be given
up. But In spite of this difficulty—in spite of the verdict given by
the Muddiman Committee—in spite of the clear impossibility of
achieving anything under the present constitution, I assert yon will
be doing a great crime to India if you still bend your knees to the
British Moloch. You know prefectly well that the British Government
in Great Britain is eager for your ce-operation. It will be the surest
sign of your weakness if you yield at this particular moment. For, the
country now needs a stiffening of the back.

I appeal to you in the best interests of the country, not to vote for
the amendment but to pass the resolution moved by Pandit Nehru.
(Applause). °

The President: I will pow call upon Dr. Moonje to address the
Congress.

Dr. Moonje (C. P. Marathi) supported the amendment of Pandit
Madan*Mohan Malaviya in Hindi.

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (U. P.) then rose to support the
Resolution in Hindi.

At this stage several delegates demanded closure.

The President announced that it being the last day of the session
there could be no closure so long as the speakers would go on. After
Pandit Pantji had finished Pandit Motilal Nehru would reply and  the
debate would then be closed.
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The President: Those who are for closure ? (Cries of * All, all )
I now call upon Pandit Motilal Nehru to reply.

Pandit Motilal Nehru on ricing to reply was greeted with cries of
‘ Bande Mataram ’ and prolonged cheers. He spoke in Hindi.

After Pandit Motilal Nehru had finished his reply there weére cries
of “English, English ’ from all sides of the Pandal.

Pandit Nehru: It istoo late. You are tired and I am tlrad too.z

A delegate from Andhra: We have heard the other speakers
but we could not follow you,  Lalaji- and Pandit Malaviya because
you three spoke in Hindi which we do not understand. How doyou
expect us to follow you 2. 'We have spent more than Rs. 200 each to
travel such a long distance to hear you.

Pandit Nehru: It is too late.

The President Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya will now address
the (Jongress on a point of personal explanation.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Ladies and gentlemen, I wish
to point out to the delegates that my friend Mr. J. M. Sen- -Gupta and
others who spoke in the sagne strain and my frignd Pandit Motilal
Nehru have misrepresented my position in two. or. three matters;
(Cries of ‘No, no’). You must hegr me betore you say ‘ No, no’. Mr.
Sen-Gupta said that I misrepresented the late Mr. C. R, Das_ when I
quoted him. Now, gentlemen, I did not read to you the thret parts of
the_ resolution which constituted the resolution which Mr. Das moved
at the Amritsar Congress and which had the support of Lokamanya
Tilak, merely to save time. But I did say that the compromise clause
was added to the resolution and that, I thought, would make it clear,

A delegate: I rise to a point of order. '

Pandit Malaviya : I did say that it was added and if any member
did hear it otherwige, I am sorry for his sense of hearing. I did say
that this clause was added as a compromise and I pointed out that
when. that compromise was agreed upon, the Deshbandhu “said what I

‘quoted from him. He said that we wanted {ull respbnsible govern-
ment. We should co-operate when it would be necessary to advance
the national cause. We shall resort to obstruction when that will be
necessary to obtain the same object. That was what the Deshbandhu
said after the compromise resolution had been agreed upon Qy him,
Lokamanya Tilak' and Mahatma Gandhi- This is the first mis- "
representation which Mr. Sen-Gupta made. '

Another thing was said ; that I had quoted Lokamanya Tilak. [
did quote him and give you his exact words. He said, *“ We are prepared
for full responsible government—we are fit at this moment. We are not
- satisfied with the Act because it does not give full responsible govern=-
ment. But we want to work the Act to the best advantage to bring
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about full responsible government.”* This is what I said and I ask
the Congress to consider whether there was any misrepresentation
made by me or whether the misrepresentation was made by my friend
Mr. Sen-Gupta.

One thing more. My friend Pandit Motilal Nehru told you that I
would have been wiser if I had quoted what happened in Ramayana
and Mahabharat and not what happened in 1919. I read Ramayan and,
Mahabharat every day—that is part of my religious du{ i V'But ifI
quoted the” Ramayana and the Mahabharat--(Cries of ‘N o, no.’ and
‘Goon, go on’.) .

My friends, my fellow countrymen, be patient. Learn to hear
truth, even if it is unpleaqant ‘and I ask my frlend Pandlt Motilal to do
the same. He said I should have quoted from the Ramayana and
the Mahabharat. I should have and if I had, it would have done him
good. But when he is not prepared to hear what happened five
Years agQ <».erses

Mr. Chamanlal: I rise to a point of order. .

Several-voices 3 Let Malaviyaji go on.{Uproar and cries of ‘ Go on,
goon’.)

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I beg W_rof you to be patlent I
referred tp 1919 not to say that Mahatma G wndhl, Mr. Das or Loka-
manya Tilak are authorities for your action at present. I never
suggested when I talked of 1919—how could it enter your head or that
of any body who kept his head cool—that I was gquoting in support as if
to say that I want you to follow that policy now.- I told . you. that the
_ policy which the Swarajya Party has adopted now in practice was
'exactly the pohcy which Lokamanya T11ak Deshband Das and

Mahatma Gandhi had’ advocated in 1919 T told you that after 1919
owing to the events that occurred later Mahatma Gandhi adv1sed the
policy of Non- peration. 1T told you that that policy had a play fer
‘several yearsm I old you that that poliey had failed and that the
Deshbandhu and Pandit Motlla] Nehru bad adopted the pohcy of res~
ponsive co-operation as it has been described and I said in support
of that_ policy that vou had _the oplmon {Cries of ¢ No, po and
‘“Order, o,rder ’} of Lokaman _Tllak Deshbandhu Das and Mahatma
Gandhi, T'quoted their opinion because that supports the present
practice of the Swarajya Party and nothing more and I quote it to you
again. (Reads) Remember what they said and what the Swarajya Party
‘practises—not professes. Their practice is supported by what I quoted.
If your judgment, if your regard for the country led you to think that
that policy was the correct poliey, do adopt it, not because we say that
that should be adopted but because their advice of 1919 comes and
“supports you when the policy of Non-co-operation has been abandoned.
It is no good. using.the.name. of Mahatma Gandhi, He is a great




96 Paxprr Moriarn NEHRU
man. But 1t 1s no good appealmg in his_name and. saying he has
iven his sanct r). Tamsorry my friend and brother
Mahatma Gandhl is abgent y. 1 wish what we said I said in
his presence. I wish him to say—after hearing both of us—if he ,
cunports the proposal of Pandit Motilal Nehru. I doub‘c 1f he w111 (Orles
of ‘No, no’.) ;
Pandit Motilal Nehru: I did not intend to inflict a speech 'in
“reply. I only come to exercise my right of having the last word and
that right has been conceded to me by Madam President, It is not
that I am speaking, as my friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyaji
did, on merely a personal explanation; tor in speaking on a personal
explanation he dealt with my arguments knowing full well that it could
not be a part of personal explanation. (Hear, hear). I have nothing
more to add to what I bave already said. I am not at all afraid of
the remarks he has made now. He has simply répeated what he: said
before. And in the last thing he expressed & hope that if Mahatma
Gandhi were here he would have been simply floored by the argument
of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. (Cries of ‘No, no.” A Voice—
He never said that). He was quite certain (cries of ‘No, no’) that if
Mahatma Gandhi were here, he would, after listening tothim (Pandit
Malaviya), have altered his opinign. I am not asking you. to accept
or not to accept what his or my estimate of Mahatma
Gandhi is. I am simply asking you to remember that today
Malaviyaji is quoting from the speech of Mahatma, Gandhi delivered
“in 1919 and commendmg that speech to you; but he is giving
/ the go-by ’co all that Mahatma Gandhi has said from 1919 up to
‘thls day “That was my argument and tbat argument has not
been controverted. But my friend says that the answer to that is that
if Mahatma Gandhi were here and listened to the brilliant argument
that has been addressed to you, then there is no doubt at all that he
(Mahatma Gandhi) would have entirely disabused his mind of all
those things that have been said during the last three of four years.
Is that a fair argument? It is a most dangereus thipgsthus fo be told
to make up your mind - not what you yourself think of a question but
you must first try to picture in your mind how Mahatma Gandhi would
have taken a certain measure and what opinion he would have formed
and then you must form the same opinion., I now say simply I have
no regard for what has been said. I simply refer you to Mahatma
Gandhi’s later utterances. I never claim that Mahatma Gandhi has
""agreed to or accepted my resolutmn T hadng ‘intention of aying so.
- But now that my friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malamya has made an
~ observation, I say and I declare that those parts of the Resolution
“swhich speak of 01v11 Disobedience and other things which Malawya]l

;.phas crltlclsed have the fullest concurrence  of Mahatma Gandhi,
A Hear, hear and Applause)
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The President: Friends, I do not want any visitor to- make
noise or to lift his hand or make any demonstration whatsoever;
otherwise T shall clear the pandal when taking votes. I want you,
"delegates, to be very careful in giving your votes on the different
amendments that T am going to put before you.

Mr. Majid Baksh not being here, his seconder, Mr. Basanta Kumar
Majumdar, asks your leave to withdraw his amendment.

Leave was granted and Mr. Majid Baksh’s amendment was with-
drawn. ' -

The President: Mr. Srikishendas H. Lulla wants the permission
of the Congress to withdraw his amendment on the assurance that has
been given him that the All India Congress Committee has the power to
deal with the question whether the Swarajists holding elected offices in
the legislatures should come out or not, with the rest of the Swarajist
members when they leave the legislatures in pursuance of the mandate
of the Congress.

The Congress thereupon permitted Mr. Srikishendas H. Lulla to
withdraw his amendment *

The President: ~ I now put to, vote the amendment moved
by Swami Govindanand, viz, “Delete the words in para 2, ‘but
realizes that the country is not now ready for it.¥.:%...Congress’ and
add ‘and’.” Those who are in favour of the amendment will please
raise their hands. (Only a few hands were raised). Those against:

(Many hands were raised).
The President: I declare the amendment lost.

The President: 1 now put Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya’s
amendment before the Flonse. - Those who -are in favour of the
amendment will please raise their hands. (Only a few hands were
raised). Thoge against the amendment—(Cries of ‘All, all’).

The President: The amendment is lost. (Acclamation and pro-
longed cheers.) '

The President: Those 'who are in favour of the original
resolution of the Working Committee of the Congress will please
raise their hands—(Cries of “AlL all’). Anybody against ? (A few
hands were raised).

The President: I declare the resolution carried. (Prolonged
cheers).

Mr. Girdharilal: The President desires me to inform vou that the
rest of the Resolutions on the agenda will be moved from the chair,

13
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The following Resolumons (VIIT-XIII) moved from the Chair were
declared carried. :
VIII HINDUSTANI (mmvmmvr TO COSTITUTION,)
This Congress resolves that Article XXXITI of the Constitution be‘
amended as follows :=~

The Proceedings of the Congress shall be condacted as far as possible in
Hindustani,

The English language or any. provincial language may be used-if ' the
speaker is unable to speak Hindustani or whenever necessary,

Proceedings of the Provineial Clongress’ Committees shall brdinarily' be
conducted in the language of the Province concerned, Hindustani may
also be used.

IX TOREIGN DEPARTMENT, ‘

The Indian National Congress authorises the All India Congress Committee
to open a Foreign Department under it to look after the interests of
Indians abroad and to carry on educative propaganda in the country
regarding their posmon in the British Empire and foreign countries.

X RETIRING SECRETARIES. *

This Congress places on record its grateful appreciation of the valuable
services rendered by the General Seeretaries, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Syt. B. F'. Bharucha and Shuaib Qureshi Saheh,

XI OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1926,

Resolved that the followmo" office-hearers be appointed for the coming

year ;—

General Secretaries :—
(1) Dr, M. A. Ansari,
(2) - Syt. A. Rangaswami Iyengar,
(3) * Pandit K. Santanam (Punjab),
Treasurers :—
(1) Seth Revashankar Jagjivan Zaveri,
(2) = Seth Jamnalal Bajaj.
XII  AuDITHRS,
This Congress appoints Messrs, Dalal and Shak of Bombay, Auditors for
© the next year,
XIII NExT SESSIOI\.
This Conouess resolves that its next sessions be held in Assam
The General Secretaries’ annual report was then presented to
the Congress with the accounts of T.S.F. for 1925.
Dr. Murarilal Chalrma,n of the Receptlon Committee, then
addressed the rress | ii.”"He thanked " the delegates and
“apol gised to them for "bh‘e'Sho‘rtcomlngs of the Receptmn Committee,
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Mr. Ganesh Shanker Vidyarthi, (Jeneral Secretary of the Recep-
tion Commlttee, followed and algo spoke in Hindu apologising for the
trouble and discomfort caused to the delegates durmg their stay m
Cawnpore.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar then rose to thank the Reception
Committee. He said :—On behalf of the delegates, I have been called
upon to perform the pleasant duty of thanking the Chairman and the
members of the Reception  Committee for organizing,  this. most
successful session of the Indian National Congress. In many ways it
has been an epoch-maklng Oonglebs It might be usual to gsay so of
other sessions, but on this occasion I consider that the third chapter
of the national movement has begun. Anditis ‘with this rising hope
that I on behalf of the delegates thank those who had the foresight
to choose this city in the United Provinces where the Congress would
bring in fresh enthusiasm to the people and there would be a
revivification of our national life. I have not the slightest doubt that
Dr. Murarilal did not exaggerate in the least the enormous
difficulties with which he had been confronted before bringing this ses-
sion to a successful termination. Nowadays it is a very difficult task
to hold the Congress. You have got to create a.small town with all
the amenities of city life. You haveé got to arrange for water supply
and for lighting. You have got to look to boarding, conservancy and
sanitation. Thousands of workers have got to be employed.. All the
resources of the Congress government have to be tapped to the fullest
extent. All that you have done reflects the greatest credit upon the
United Provinces and particularly upon this ancient city of Cawnpore.

People had come from all parts of India looking for a clear lead
from this Congress and they came with hopes. But there was contro-
versy of a formidable type among the Swarajists themselves
here which led the people to think in terms of despair. You
Swarajists have journeyed over many tedious courses—yours is
the most disciplined and well-organized body and no wonder
that it has raised "the jealousy of the bureaucracy and every other
group of politicians. You zose to success in quite a short time.
You have done so efficiently and well that men  who held aloof from
the beginning ~ had no hesitation in joining the Swarajya Party
after you had thrown out the Finance Bill. There were others—the
no-changers——~who had-held aloof but who were converted to your views
by the way you had managed the work. But unfortunately the curse
of the country is such that division has come upon us and it is sad
-indeed that such a wonderfully built-up party has been split. And my
satisfaction at our success has been tempered today by the fact that
some of our most able colleagues—men for whom I have great respect—
have chosen to think that they must perhaps part company. I say
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advisedly ‘ perhaps * because I hope they will yet think over it and will
be with us again. Any one who has listened to the discussion on-the most -
_-important Resolution and listened to ou st cherable leader, Pandit
© Madan Moha,n Malawya, who with his si tongue lms charmed our
hear‘ away but Whose eloquence has neverthelesb been resisted
because we hold that our way is the proper one in this eritical hour of
our national life—any one who has heard the deliberations would be
convinced of the admirabie manner in which we conduct our business.
Therefore it is a demonstration for any one to say—for any of
those Europeans that have visited the Congress to say—how we have
conducted our. organization and how that dynamic patriotism is not
going to remai“n for long in opposite schools of thought. We feel that
unity of a real type is being forged on the anvil of: the Indian
National Congress. Unity is of no use unless there is unity in
methods. | Any unity short of that is not going to lead us anywhere.
- Unity produced by the gressest indiscipline—by groping in the dark—is
not going to lead us anywhere. Such unity cannot therefore be
possible ; but real unity we have achieved in this Congress.

" This Congress is successful also because ob my revered leader
Lalaji having supported the resolution and helped us. And 1 consider
that this Congress is still more swecessful in that it has placed in the
forefront— it has declared ils abiding faith in the doctri.ne of Civil
Disobedience. I do not consider this Congress to be a failure in having
said that the county is not now ready for it. True, there is a conflict
of opinion. But I consider the Congress a success in-every way.
Particular]y it has been successful in putting down the cry,of acceptance
of offices in the gift of the Government. The cry was raised not for
‘the purpose of winning. Swaraj but merely for the purpose ,of gettlng
some 1mprovement in the administrative details.

I am glad that the success of this Congress is- due to the bp1r1t
whlch animated the citizens of Cawnpore and those who undertook
this great task. I not. only thank the volunteers butI also thank
those other workers who have suddenly distinghished themselves.
(Hear, hear). At Belgaum our volunteers were so disciplined that we
~ found sometimes great dnﬂoulty in wettmrf d.ll entx ance. But here we
‘ 1ﬁnd they are somewhat dlwummatlng and ha,ve helped us greafly.
,1 admire thelr sterhng dlsclphnc here; There might have been
d1fhcu1t1es unknown tome but those in authority may speak with
greater authority.” Although a stranger to the United Provinces,
from this day I consider myself a citizen of this province because
you have compelled me by one of your resolutions in this Congresé
tg  learn Hindustani., But it is yet necessary for me to speak in
- English because I'do not know Hindustani., I have got the greatest
pleasure - in 'prroposing ‘a hearty -vote. of thanks on behalf of us all
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to the Reception Committee, the - Volunteers and the workers for the
very magnificent success of this Congress and for their very strenuous
exertion which must have been responsible. for: this. success. "I have
the greatest pleasure in thanking once again‘everyone of the members
of the Reception Committee—the Chairman, the Secretaries, -the
Volunteers and every one -of those known ‘to the Congress dictionary
and not having this dictionary in my hand I, cannot mention other
names off-hand (laughter). Once 1nore, gentlemen, without any
discrimination,. on behalf  of the delegates I wish to tender.our
profound gratitude to all for this magnificent success - of the.Congress.
(Applause). ‘ :

The President then Walked to the rostrum amldst prolonged cheers
and cries of © Bande Mataram ® and delivered the following concluding
speech before dissolving the Fortieth Annual Sessmn of the Indian
National Congress : :

Friends, I am not going to make a long speech.  (Cries of ‘ Hindi,
Hindi’). In view of the décision arrived at by the Subjects Committee
last night most of t’he speakers today, including Lala Lajpat Rai and
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya have spoken to you in Hindustani.

I shall econclude my closing remarks with a short speech in English.
®

Friends, my generals, my soldiers, it is only the sounding of the
tocsin before the battle begins. In the olden days, on the threshold of
a battle it was the sounding of the great tocsin that assembled
people together to reveal to the world the determined and unanimous
will of a people to win liberty. Not only in the 'civilized countries of
the-world, but among the most primitive people of the world too, it ig
the custom on the eve of battle to collect their men, ftheir women and
their poets. Your Rajputs going to the battle have the hands of
their women, -thoge flower-like hands that seem destined merely to
strew flowers —those silken hands—to equip the men for battle with
swords, sheaths, arrows and spears and. say to them, *° Oh, come back
with wounds on your heart but not on your back because we women
of the Rajput race do not acknowledge cowards to be our kinge
men.”’ ‘¢Applause). And the poets used to stand before the warriors
and chant the old deeds of heroes so that those g'oing to battle might
remember their heroic ancestry.

Fuendg, 1 am a woman and I am a poet. I am only a woman,
I am only a poet. "Ag’a woman I'give you the weapons of faith and of
courage “and the shield of that high heroic valour to go into battle
for your children’s sake. And as a poet I bid you recall the epie of
the Mahabharat-—the battle song of Kurukshetra and the song of
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Padmnn standing at th i dow hopmg that her lord, her ]over, her
belaved lord would come back 'ptomous w1th warrlor 'S wounds Take
you the blessings of a woman that bids you ﬁ ht for the honour of your
womanhood. Take the blessings of a poet w. g “Oh, do not bet-
I‘a,y the grea,tness of yesterday because yOu too have to leave a legacy
for tomorrow.” - Let there be no taint by your cowardice and folly
‘upon the glory of your past and let your deeds be the imperishable gift
of Liberty; let not the generations unborn stand up and arraign you
saying—'"Oh, cowards, why did you sell usinto slavery?’ Do not
let that abject reproach of posterity be yours. But rather -when
tomorrow dawns let the women, let the poets, let posterity say, *The
courage of our men won the freedom of our children.” Let the poets say
* Those who were the inheritors of our dream have left behind coffers,
coffers, coffers of lyric gold’. Let this be your pr1v1lege that poets may
carry this holy dream to: posterity—young men seeing visjons and
young women dreaming dreams of love. Bande Mataram! (Lusty
cries of * Bande Mataram ’ and prolonged and continued cheers).

The Congress was then dissolved,

Ty e
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APPENDIX 1.

ACCOUNTS.

NorE :—No audited accounts were received from the Reception Committee but - only
the following rough statcment :

“The total expenses at Cawnpore came to about Rs. 1,77,000.
The income side shows a deficit of about Rs. 7,000,

The main items of income were :

Bazar : ... . Rs. 13,992
Exhibition e 15,600
Tickets . e 20,314
Delegates’accommodation fee 8,494
Reception Committee membership 32,178
Cawnpore Donation 39,975
Other Donations e .. 3,191

The main items of the expenses azg:

Voltinteers Corps ... Rs. 13,608 13 3
Publicity 3,812 4 9
Kitchen 22,000 0 0
Water : . 2,062 0 0
Light 9,125 0 0
Sanitation 5,388 0 0
Office 8,678 0 0
Bazar 2,859 4 3
Pavilion 5,966 5 9
Land.(site) 8,237 0 O
Conveygnce 3,461 3 3
Stores 31,200 0 0
Accommodation etc, . 20,459 12 3~

14
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NUMBER OF DELEGATES PRESENT AT THE CONGRESS.

‘Name of Province. Number Present.
1. Ajmer : Invalidated®
2. Andhra 118
3. Assam 14
4, Bihar 204
5. Bengal 47
6. Berar ‘ o
7. Bombay i1
8. Burma - 27
9. C.P. Hindi 265
10. C. P. Marathi 63
11. Delhi ' 92
12. Gujerat . . 19
13. Karnatak 34
14. Kerala * 12
15. Maharashtra « 105
16. Punjab 143
17. Sind : 47
18. Tamil Nadu ' 130
19. United Provinces 900
20. Utkal 26

Total. - 2,688

* About 400 dele;ﬁates from Ajmer were: invali'dai;ed.

.



APPENDIX Il
The following resolutions were passed by the Indian Naticnal Congress at its
40th Sessions held at Cawnpore on December 26; 27 and 28, 1925.
I. CONDOLENOE

The Congress places on record its sense of deep sorrow over the
deaths of Deshhandhu Chittaranjan Das, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea,
Dr. Sir Ramakrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, Syt. 8. Krishna Swami
Sarma, Syt. V. V. 8. Aiyer and the other patriots who worked for the
country’s progress in their respective spheres and tenders its respect-
ful condolences to the bereaved families.

II. SoUTH AFRICA.

The Congress extends its cordial welcome to the South Africa
Indian Congress deputation and assures the Indian settlers of South
Africa of its'full support in their unequal struggle against the consoli-
dated forces which threaten their very existence in that sub-continent.

The Congress is emphatically of opinion that the proposed legis-
lation known as the Area Reservation and Immigration and
Registration (Further Provision) Bill, is in breach of the Smuts-Gandhi
agreement.of 1914 in that it is racial in character and is calculated
not only to make the position of the sefjtlers mueh worse than ‘it was
in 1914, but is designed to make the residence in that country of any
self-respectifig Indian impossible.

In the opinion of the Congress, if the interpretation of the said
.agreement as put upon it on behalf of the settlers is not accepted by
the Union Government, it should be decided by reference to arbitration
as was done in 1893 in connexion with the treatment of Indian
settlers of the Transvaal in matters arising from the administration of
Law 3 of 1885.

The Congress heartily endorses the suggestion that a round table:
conference, containing among other proper Indian representatives,
should be calléed to settle the question and trusts that the Union
Government will Aceept that reasonable suggestion. In the event of
the proposal for a round table conference and the proposal regarding
arbitration failing, the Congress is of opinion that it is the clear duty
of the Imperial Government to withhold the royal assent to the Bill
should it pass through the Union Parliament.

II1. BENGAL ORDINANCE ACT.

The Congress strongly condemns the abuse of Regulation III of
1818 and the autocratic enactment of the Bengal Ordinance Act,
- otherwise known as the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 1925,
- and the arrest and detention without definite charge and open trial of
a large number of patriotic young men of Bengal under the said
Regulation and the Act and further condemns - their - continued
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t'i"h(":au'czemtion, maltreatment and deportation outside Bengal notwith'
standing the clearly and repeatedly expressed opinion of the people
both inside and outside the Legislatures. ‘

IV. GURDWARA  PRISONERS.

This Congress deeply regrets that the Punjab Government has not
yet released the Gurdwara prisouers in spite of the séttlement brought
about by the Gurdwara Act merely on the technical ground that-the
Gurdwara prisoners would not give an undertaking which the: high-
souled prisoners declared to be derogatory to “their self-respect.. This
Congress is of opinion that there will be-no proper settlement of the
Gurdwara question until the Gurdwara prisoners are unconditionally
released.

V. EXPULSION OF NON-BURMAN OFFENDERS BILL.

This Congress regards the Expulsion of Non-Burman Offenders
Bill and the Tax on Sea Passengers Bill of Burma to be an attack on
the liberty of the citizen. In the opinion of the Congress, the first
Bill imperils the vast interests of Indians resident in Burma in as much
as it exposes innocent men to the mercy of the executive. The
Congress is of opinion that the Bills should not receive the Viceregal
sanction, *

VI. CONGRESS FRANCHISE. .

This Congress approves and confirms Part A of Resolution 1 of the
All India Congress Committee passed at Patna on September 22nd,
1925.

VII. FUTURE PROGRAMME. L

(#) This Congress confirms Part B of the Resolution passed by the
All India Congress Committee at its meeting held at Patna on the
22nd September last and resolves that the Congress do now take up
and carry on such political work as is necessary in the interests of the
‘country and for this purpose do employ the whole of the machinery
and funds of the Congress save and except sucH funds and assets as
under that resolution have been declared to belong to the All India
Spinners’ Association, and save such fundstand assets as may be ear-
marked ; .

(p) This Congress reiterates its faith in Civil Disobedience as the
the only effective weapon to be used in the Jast resort to enforce the
national elaim and vindicate our national honour, but realizes that
the country is not now ready for it and in view thereof this Congress
resolves that the guiding principle in carrying on all political work
shall be self-reliance in all activities which make for the healthy -
growth of the nation and resistance to every activity governmental or
other, that may impede the Nation’s progress towards Swaraj ;
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And this Congress adopts the following programme of political .
work :—

(i) 'The work in the country shall be dirzeted to  the education of the
people in their political rights and iraining them to acquire the necessary strength
and power of resistance to win those rights, by carrying out the constructive
‘programme of the Congress with special reference to pepularising the spinning
wheel and khaddar, promoting inter-communal unity, the removal of untouch-
ability, ameliorating the condition of the suppressed clagses and the removal of
‘the drink and drug evil and shall include the capture of local bodies, the ~organi-
sation of villages, the promotion of education on national lines, the organisation
of labour, both industrial and agricultural, the adjustment of relations between
employers and workmen and between landlords and tenants and the general
advancement of the national, econemical, industrial and commercial interests of
the country, ‘

(¢s)  The work outside the country shall be directed to the dissemination of
accurate information in foreign countries.

. (#;) - This Congress adopts on behalf of the country the terms of the
settlement offered to the Government by the Independent and Swarajya Parties
of the Assembly by the resolution passed on the 18th February, 1924 and having
vegard to the fact that the Governments have so far not made any response -to

“the said .oﬁ”ef, resolves that the following action shall be taken : .

1. The Swaraj Party in the Assembly shall at the earliest opportunity
invite the Government to give their final decision on the said terms and in case
no decision is announeed before the end of February or the decision anrounced
is held not to he satisfactory by a Special Committee con sisting of the Working
Committee of the Congress and such other members as may be appointed by the
All India Congress Committee the Party shall, by adapting the proper procedure,
intimate to the Government on the floor of the House that the Party will no
longer continue to vremain and work in the present- legislatures -as heretofore,
The Swarajist members of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of = State,
shall yote for the rejection of the Finance Bill and immediately, after, leave their
seats. The Swarajist members of such Provineial Councils as may be in session
time shall also leave their seats and all members of the varions legislatures so0
leaving their scats shall report themselves to the Special Committee  aforesaid
tor further instructions, Swarajist merbers of such Councils as are not in session
at tife time shall not attend farther meetings of the said Councils and shall like-
wise report themselves to the Special Committee,

9. No member of the Swarajya Party in the Council of State, in the
Legislative Assembly or in any of the Provincial Councils thereafter attend any
meeting of any of the said Legislatures or any of their Committees except for
the purpose of preventing his seat from being declared vacant and of throwing
out the Provincial Budget or other measure involying fresh taxation
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Provided that prior to their being called upen to leave their seats it shall
be open to Swarajist members of the varions Legislatures to engage themselves
in such  activities in their respective Legislatures as  are permissible to them

under the existing rules of the Party,

~ Provided also that it shall be opes to the Special Committee to allow the
Swarajist Members of any Legislature to attend the said Legislature - when such
attendance is in its opinion essential for somo special or unforescen purpose,

3  The Special Committee shall immediately on receipt of the Reports
mentioned in sub-clause 1 call a meeting of the All India- Congress Committee
-tor - frame a programme of work which shall be carmied out by the Congress and
Swarajya Party organisations in co-operation with each other thoroughout the
“countey.

-4, The said programme of work shall include  sclected heads of the
_general work mentioned in clauses (i) and (ii) above as also the education of the
electorates in the poliey herein laid down and shall indicate the lines on which
the next general election isto be run by and in the name of the Congress and
state clearly the issues on which Congressmen shall seek election,

Provided that the policy of non-acceptance of offices in the gift of the
Govérnment shall continue to be ffllowed until in the opimion of the Congress
a satisfactory response to the terms of settlements aforesaid is made by the

" Government, . 1

b, This Congress hereby authorizes the executive of the seveual Provin-
w¢ial Congress Committees to sclect candidates for the Provincial Legislative
Councils and Indian Legislative Assembly in  their provincial arcas for the
general elections next year as carly as possible.

6, In the event of the final decision of the Glovernment on the terms of
settlement offexed in thie resolution of the Assembly aforesaid weing found
satisfactory and acceptable by the aforesaid Special Committee, a meeting of
the All India Congress Committee shall forthiwith be held to confirm or reject
the decision of the Special Committeec and to determine the future course of
action,

7. Until the Swarajists leave the Legislatures as lergine provided,  the
Constitution of the Swarajya Party and the rules made thereunder shall be
followed in the Legislatures subject to such changes as may be made by the
Congress or the All India Congress Committee from time to time.

8. For the purpose of starting the work referred to in sub-clauses 3
and 4 the All India Congress Committee shall allot such funds as it may
consider sufficient for the initial expenses of the necessary propaganda in this
behalf, but any further funds required for the said purpose shall be raised by the
Working Committee or under its directions by contributions from the public,

VIII HINDUSTANI.

This Congress resolves that the proceedings of the Congress, the
All India Congress Committee and the Working Committee shall
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ordinarily be conducted in Hindustani; the English language or.any
provinecial language may be used if the speaker is unab]e ‘to  speak
in Hindustani or whenever necessary ;

proceedings of the Provincial Congress Committees shall ordinari-

ly be conducted in the language of the province concerned. Hlndus-

tani may also be used. ' ’
IX. FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.

The Indian National Congress authorises the All India Congress
Committee to open a Foreign Department under it to look after the
interests of Indians abroad and to carry on educative propaganda  in
the country regarding their position in the British Empire and foreign
counftries.

X. RETIRING SECRETARIES.

This Congress places on record its grateful appreciation of - the
valuable services rendered by the General Secretaries. Pt. Jawsharlal
Nehru, Syt. B. F. Bharucha and Shuaib Qureshi Sahab.

XI. OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1926.
Resolved that the following office-bearers be appointed for ithe
coming year:—
| General *Secvetavics.
(1) Dr. M A Ansari.
(2) Syt. A, Rangaswaml Iyvengar.
(3) Pt. K. Santanam (Punjab).
. Treasurers.
(1) Seth Revashanker Jagajivan Javeri.
(2) Seth Jamnaial:Bajaj.
XII. AUDITORS.
This Congress appoints Messrs. Dalal and Shah of Bombay, Audi-

tors for the next’year.

XIIE. NEXT SHESSIONS.
Thig Congress resolves th‘at‘ its next S_essipns be heldﬂiln_ Assam.

NOTE.
’ Following is Part A of resolution I of the All India Congress Committee
referred to in resolution VI of the Cawnpore Congress:—

A.—~In view of the fact that there is a demand from a considerable
section in the Congress for a revision of the franchise and there is g
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general consensus of opinion that having regard to the present situa-
tion the franchise should be extended, the All India Congress
Committee resolves that article VII of the Congress Constitution be
repealed, and replaced by the following : —

Avticle VII,

{i) FEvery person not disqualified under Article IV and paying a
subscription of 4 annas per year in advance, or 2,000 yards
of evenly spun yarn of his or her own spinning, shall be
entitled to become a member of any primary organisation
controlled by a Provincial Congress Committee. Provided
that no person shall be a member of two parallel Congress
organisations at one and the same time.

(ii) The yarn subscription mentioned in sub-section (i) shall be
senit direct by the spinner to the Secretary, All India
Spinners’ Association or to any person nominated by the
Secretary in this behalf, and a ‘certificate, from the
Secretary, -All Imdia Spinners’ Associafion to the effect
that he has received 2,000 yards of evenly spun yarn of
the holder’s own spinning as his or her yearly subserip-
tion shall entitle the holder to the membership mentmned
in sub=section (i) hereof. Provided that for the purpose
of checking the accuracy of the returns made by the All
India Spinners’ Association, the All India Congress
Committee or any Provincial Committee or any sub-com-
mittee thereunder shall have the right to inspect the
accounts, the stock and the vouchers of the All India Spin-
ners’ Association or any subordinate organisation thereunder
and provided further that in the event of any inaccuracy or
ervror discovered by the inspecting body in the accounts,
stock or vouchers examined, the certificates issued by the
All India Spinners’ Association in respect of persons
with reference to whose membership the accounts have been .
examined, shall be declared cancelled, provided that the All
India Spinners’ Association or the person disqualified shall
have the vight of appeal to the Working Committée. Any
person wishing to spin for the membership of the C:)ngress

may, if he or she desires, be supplied upon due security with
cotton for spinning.

(111) The year of the membershlp shall be reckoned from the 1st
January to 31st December and there shall be no reductmn

in the subscription to be - paid by members Jomlng in the
middle of the year,
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(iv) No person shall be entitled to vote at the election of represen-
tatives or delegates or any committee or sub-committee or
any Congress organisation whatsoever, or tobe elected as
such, or to take part in any meeting of the Congress or
Congress organisation, or any Committee or sub-committee
thereof, if he has not complied with sub-section (i) hereof or
does not wear hand spun and hand woven khaddar at
political and Congress - functions or while engaged in
Congress business. . The Congress expects Congressmen to
wear khaddar also on.all other occasions and in no case to
use or wear foreign cloth.

(v) Al the existing members at the end of the year shall be en-
titled to remain such up tothe 3lst January following
althcugh they may not have paid their subscription for the
new year,

Saving Clause :

Sub-section (i) shall not affect the rights of those who have been
already re:gistered as members under the Article repealed
provided their membership js otherwise in order, and provid-
ed further that those who shall have paid yarn subseription
whether of self-spun or hand spun yarn up to September
1925, shall be entitled to remain members for the current
year though they may not pay any further yarn,

Following is Pavt B of Resolution 7 of the All India Congress Commitice, vefo
ved to in vesolution VII of the Cawnpove Congress :

B.—Whereas the Congress in its 3%th session held at Belgaum
endorsed an agreement entered into between' Mahatma Gandhi on the
one hand, and Deshbandhu C. R. Das and-Randit Motilal Nehru, acting
on behalf of the Swaraj Party, on the other, whereby the Congress
activity was rvesiricted to the constructive programme mentioned
therein and it was provided nier alio that © the work in connection with
the Central and Provincial Legislatures should be carried on by the
Swaraj Party on behalf of the Congress and as an integral part of the
Congress arganisation and that for such work the Swaraj Party should
make its.own rules and administer its own fund > ; and

Whereas subsequent events have shown .that this restriction
should not continue under the altered circumstances that face the
country and that the Congress should henceforth be a predominantly
political body ;

It is resolved that the Congress do now take up and carry

on all such political work as may be necessary in the interest
15 ‘
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of the country and for this purpose do employ the whole of
the machinery and funds of the Congress, save and except such funds
and assets as are specially earmarked and such funds and assets as
belong to the All India Khaddar Board and Provincial Khaddar Boards
which shall be handed over with all existing financial obligations to
the All India Spinners’ Association started by Mahatma Gandhi as an
integral part of the Congress organisation but with independent exis-
tence and full powers to administer these and other funds for the
fulfilment of its object.

Provided that the work in connection with the Indian and Provin-
cial Legislatures shall be carried on in accordance with the policy and
programme laid down by the Swaraj Party under the constitution
framed by the Party and the rules made thereunder subject to such
modifications made by the Congress as may be found necessary from
time to time for the purpose of carrying out the said policy.



APPENDIX 1V.
The following Annual Report with accounts is appended, under

Art, XXIII of the Congress Constitution:—

Annual Report for the year 1925

Presented by the General Secretaries to the
All India Congress Commiltee.

The Annual Report issued by the General Secretaries last year
referred to the agreement entered into by Mr. Gandhi, on the one
bhand, and Deshbandhu C. B. Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru, acting
on behalf of the Swarajya Party, on the other, In this agreement it
was recommended that certain important changes be made in the
Congress programme and franchise. The Belgaum Congress accepted
these recommendations and adopted them in full. The programme of
non-co-operation was thus suspended as a national programme, except
in so far as it related to the refusal to use or wear cloth made out of
India, and the Congress decided to concentrate on the constructive
programme. In paréicular stress was laitt on handspinning and
khaddar, and a vital change was made in the franchise. The annual
subscription of the Congress which used to be four annas now became -
24,000 yardg of handspun yarn, payable at the rate of 2,000 yards per
month. Authority was given to the Swarajya Party to carry on
political activities in the Councils on behalf of the Congress.

2.- It was hoped that a great impetus would thus be given to the
khaddar movement and the new franchise ‘would result in greatly
mcredsed handspmmng To a certain extent this impetus was given
and progress in the spread of khaddar was made. But the progress
was not very marked largely owing to the fact that proper arrange-
ments were not made by most provinces for the enrolment of members
under the new franchise. The membership figures varied from month
to month, the maxzmum provincial figures in any month being as
follows :—

Ajmer 19 Delhi 258
Andhra 2,678 Gujrat 1,853
*Assam 376 Karnatak 1,124
* Behar 1,539 Kerala 174
Bengal 3,169 Maharashtra 700
" Berar 222 Punjab 321
Burma 93 Sind ' 213
C. P. Hindustani 307 ~ Tamil Nadu 2,250
C. P. Marathi 911 U. P. 1,443
Bombay 544 Utkal 146

Total maximum membership 18339
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Many of the members were in arrears in September but this might
have been largely due to an expectation that the franchise would be
changed. The franchise wag, in .fact changed by the All _India
Congxess Oomnuttee towards the end of September

3. 'lhe comm:ttee of the All Palmes Conference appomted in
November 1924 met in De1h1 in the last week of Ja11ua1y and confer-
red for some tlme A sub-committee to consider the Hindu-Muslim
problem met from day to day but were unable to come to a satisfactory
settlement. The committee was therefore adjourned sine die and no
subsequent meeting of it has taken place.

Hindu-Muslim relations contmued to be strained and' although
no r1ots comparable to last year’s outbreaks took place, much bitter-
ness prevailed. A fracas took place in Panipat and another at
Kidderpore near Calcutta, In I)elhl and in ‘habad there was
considerable tension on the ocoasion of the Baknd and the Dasehra
respectively, in the latter place ‘the celebration of the Ramlila being
abandoned. In Lucknow the breach of last year has not yet been
made up or healed. Nagpur, however, afforded a pleasant contrast
and a seftlement was arrived at with the help of leaders of both
communities. The most {frequent cause of friction now is the question
of playing music before or near mosques, The Delhi Unity Conference
considered this question and dealt with it but their decisiohs appear to
be more honoured in the breach than in the observance.

5. Mahatma Cmndln, the president of the All India Congress
Commlttee, {oured extensively during the year and wherever he went
he laid great stress on the message of the charkba. He began the
year by touring in “Kathiswad and then went to Vykom in the South
to see for himself the Satyagraha that was being offered to assert the
right of untouchables to go along the public roads. His presence
was very helpful in lessening the gulf between the Satyagrahis and
the authorities and in bringing a settlement mnearer. He then toured
m Tamll Nadu and later in Gujrat. T

Conkerence at I‘dmdpur preudcdwover by Deslxbandhu C. R, Das He

remamed in Bengal {md vthod a ldrgc numbor Of dlstrlclts.

7. On the 16Lh ot 1une Deshbandhu Ghlttaranjan Das suddenly
passed away at Darjeehng. 'I‘he whole country was. deeply grieved
and éxtraordinary and unpdrallclled demonstrations in hi: honour took
place in Bengal and elsewhers. An sppeal for a Pengal Deshbandhu
Memorial Fund, for the ‘establishment of a women’s hospital in
Mr. Das’s old home, resuited in the ccllection of eight lacs of rupees.
An All India Deshbandhu Memorial Fund appeal wag aleo issued by a
number of distinguished signatories, the fund being earmarked for the
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propagation of the spinning wheel and khaddar. So far a little over
ninety thousand rupees have been subseribed to this fund. )

8. Owing to the death of Deshbandhu Das, Mr. Gandhi cancelled
his ‘tour programme in_other provinces and stayed on.in Bengal,
chiefly in Calcutta, to the end of Angust 1925. He devoted himself to
the collection of funds for the Bengal Deshbandhu Memorial Fund.
In September and Cctober he toured in Behar, paid a brief visit to the
U. P. and went to Cutch.

9. Boon after the death of Mr. Das another great Indian and
Bengalee, a pioneer of Indian nationalism and twice president of the
Congress, Sir ndranath Banemea passed _away. Hls death was
mourned all over the ountfgr ' :

10. Apart from the activities of the pr%ldent of the All India
Congress Committee and to a certain extent of the All India Khadi
Board not much work was done on behalf of the Congress during the
year. There were very few meetings of the Working Committee and the
All India Congress Committee. - The latter has only met once so . far
in 1923, apart from the meeting held in Belgaum on the 28th
December, 1924 after the Congress. The Working Committee has
actually met 3 {imes and on one oc(‘aswn it could not meet for want
of a quorum. :

11. In September the All Indla C’ongress Committee dec1ded to
revise the Congress Constitution in anticipation of the sanction of the
Congress. Instead of the yarn franchise an alternative franchise was
introduced—either four annas per annum or 2,000 yards of selfspun
yarn, The Commlttee further authox ised Mr. Gandh1 to start an All
,lndla Spinners’ Associalion as an mtew al part of the Congress
jorganisation but with independent exwtence and transferred all the
iassets of the All India Khadi Board and the Provmclal Khadi Boards
‘to thls Spmnerb Association. This association was formed immediately
‘after and it has already taken charge of the All India Khadi Board’s
assets, It is.agting as the agent of the Oongreos in regard to the
spinning members of the Congress.

12. The effect of the-September decision has been to change
entir Ply the outlook of the Congress and partly to reverse the process
begun in Bel aum. From a body mainly doing constructive and
‘natlon-bmldmg Work it has agam become a predomlnantly pohhcal
orgamsatmn and the constluctlve work Has been largely delegated to
other and more specia‘med organisations. The Cawnpore Congress
will be ealled tpon to consider this vital change made by the All
‘India Congress Commitiee and, if it so wills, to confirm  if.

13. Thz All India Congress Committee at its Sepiember meeting

“ also passed a resolution expressmg its sympathy with the Chinese in
then“ struggle against f01 eign dommatlon and pmteqtmg agamst the
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despatch of Indian soldiers to suppress the Chinese national movement.
The Committee further expressed its deep sy mpathy with the Indian
settlers in South Africa and fixed the 11th October, as a national day
of protest against the treatment meted out to- them. Resolutions were
also passed against the Burma KExpulsion of Offenders Bill, and the
action of the United Stales Government in refusing entry in the
United States to Mr. Saklatwala, M.P.

14. The South Africa protest day, October 11th, was celebrated all
over India by meetings in ‘which all parties joined. The Anti-Asiatic
Legislation passed recently and the Class Areas Bill introduced in the
Union House of Assembly are definite breaches of the Gandhi-Smuts
agreement and they have been resented greatly in India. But the
people have been unable to take any effective action owing to their
powerlessness. Mr. C. F. Andrews has recently sailed for South Africa
and a deputation of Indians is coming to Lndia from South Africa.

15. Theprotracted struggle of the untouchables in Vykom has
ended in victory for them and the roads in dispute have been thrown
open to them. It was a remarkable test of endurance and peaceful be-
‘haviour and the Satyagrahis came out successful. As mentioned above
Mr. Gandhi visited Vykom in the early part of the year and his visit
greatly eased the s1tuat10n The® campagin against untouchability
was also carrled on by him with vigour in Cutch and elsewhere and m
some places much opposition was encountered.

16. The Akali situation took a favourable turn during the year
and a Gurdwara Act, acceptable in the main to the Sikhs, was passed.
The restrictions on the performance of the Akhand Patha at Jaito in
Nabha State were also removed and a large number of Akhand Pathas
were performed there. The Akali prisoners have however not been
released by Government and no final settlement can take place so long
as a large number of respected Sikhs are in jail. (Government insists
on the prisoners giving undertakings which they refuse to give.

17. The persons interned under last year’s Bengal Ordinance still
continue in internment or in jail in spite of the repeated and unani-
__aunous protests of all parties in India. The, Ordinance was sought to be
s passed as a bill in the Bengal Counecil. Thls a.ttempt havmg falled it
‘?Wa,s oertxﬁed by the Governor .

18." The Congress Opium Enquiry in Assam was completed during
the year and the report and «vidence have recently been published.
The report is a detailed and authoritative exposure of the evils of the
opium policy of Government. KEnquiries are now being carried on in
some centres in the Punjab, Andhra and Orissa where the opium hablt
is prevalent.

19. The Working Committee in January last appointed a come
mittee consisting of Syt. Totaram Sanadhya and Syt. Sampurnanand
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to enquire into the condition of returned emigrants in Northern India.
Some work has been done by this committee but it has not finished its
labours yet.

20. The A.I. C.C. meeting held at Belgaum on the 28th December
appointed Syt. Rajendra Prasad to investigate the proposals of the
Buddhists in regard to the Bodh Gaya temple and asked him to report
within a month. Mr, Rajendra Prasad has not been able to present
his final report yet.

21. For some years past there have been disputes between Andhra
and Utkal provinces and Utkal and Behar in regard to their boundaries.
Committees and individuals have been appointed repeatedly to settle
these disputes but they remain unsettled still, with the result that
people in some of the areas affected do not know who to deal with and
sometimes go unrepresented in the Congress.

22. Most of the Provincial Committees have not been working
properly and few have sent annual reports. It does not appear in most
instances what, if any, collections were made by the provinces . Pro-
bably  little money was collected by them. All collections for the
Deshbandhu Memorials went direct to the central funds and the
provinces got no part of them. Early in the year however Bengal
under the leadership of Mr. C. R. Das collected 23 lacs of rupees for
village réconstruction work.

23.. The All India Khadi Board bad a fairly active year. They
devoted themselves, with considerable success in some places, to the
introduction of efficient business methods in the production and distri-
bution of khadi. The Tamil Nadu Khadi Board in parficular have
evolved a stable and effective organisation and are producing a large
guantity of good khadi which meets with a ready sale in the immediate
neighbourhood and elsewhere. They produeced. khadi  worth
Rs. 7,05,788 during the year and their sales amounted to Rs. 8,32,846.
Their centre, Tirupur, has become well-known all over India. In
Bengal the Kitadi Pratisthan has made great progress in all depart-
ments of khadi activity and has bullt up a great organisation with a
large staff of efhclent workers. In Behar good progress has been
made and productlon and sales have both gone up remarkably—the
production being more than double that of last year. Andhra, famous
for its fine yarn and beautifulkhadi, has'not been able to make as much
progress as was hoped or to justify the promise of the previous years.
But the field is a most fruitful one and with better organisation great
progress is certain- The Punjab is steadily but rather slowly increas-
ing its output and improving the quality of its khadi and at the same
time reducing its price. Work is also being carried on with some
success in Karnatak, U. P., Utkal and Delhi. All these provinces as
well as Assam and Rajputana offer immense possibilities for the
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production of geod and eheap khadi and all that is needed is money
and efficient workers.

24, Many municipalities and local boards, specially in'the United
Provinces, have helped the khadi movement by abolishing the octroi
duty on khadi and by introducing spinning in their schools. = A recent
competition in 74kl spinning among the boys of the Ahmedabad Labour
Union schools demonstrated the peculiar fitness of the ki for schools.

25. The Belgaum Congress authorised thé A.T.C.C.to appoint the
auditors for the year, and the A 1.C.C. in September gave this authority
to the Treasurer who has appointed Messrs. Dalal and Shah, incorpo-
rated accountants, as the auditors of the Committee for the year. The .
auditors have audited the aecounts of the A.I.C.C. office and of a
number of Provincial Congress Committees, They are proceeding w ith
their provineial audit.

26. A number of realisations of old dues were made by the
A.T.C.C. in the course of the year. The total realisations were
Rs. 64518-10-11. This figure includes Rs. 30,862-3-9 of the Punjab
Relief Fund and Martial La® Enquiry report accomnts. The Working
Committee has decided to keep the Punjab funds earmarked for relief
of persons subjected to government repression, the claims of the Punjab
receiving priority. A detailed list of realisations iz attached,

27, TIn spite of strenuous efforts to realise all the dues of the All
India Congress Committee a great number of ocutstandings remain,
Many of these are bad debts and irrecoverable and the sooner they are
written off the better. Of the Punjab funds Rs. 48,031 are still lying
with others, Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya hclding Rs. 45,842. He has
promised to transfer this amount but great delay has taken place in
getting this done. Considerable diffculties were experienced in the
course of the year in realising the yarn quotas or their equivalents
in cash from provinces. The sums involved were small but most of
the provinces have yet to pay them. Among these are Bengal, '1:3m11
Nadu, Gujrat, Andhra, Behar and United Provinces. *

28. The principal disbursements during the year were the routine
ones of the offices of the General Secretary and the Treasurer and the
Auditor’s charges. The only cash grant made wag one of RS, 2,000 to
the Hindustani Seva Dal. Other grants were made to some provinces
but the object was to write off some old dues from them.

29. The' opening balance with the Treasurer amounted to
Rs. 1,45,751-13-3. His closing balance on 30-11-1925 was Rs. 1,74,578-12-2,
the latter including Rs 30,863-3-9 earmarked Punjab funds and
‘Rs. 24,873-7-0 earmarked for other objects. Even excluding the
Punjab earmarked monies the closing balance is not much short of
the opening balance, This position is satisfactory specially as no
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attempts at collecting -funds for the All India Congress Committee
were made, most of the collections going to the Deshbandhu Memorial
funds. In past years a fixed source of income of the All India Congress
Committee has been the half share of the delegates fees.. This has
now gone since the reduction of the delegate’s fee to Re.l by the
‘Belgaum Congress. The only other source of income, apart from
donations,-is the rent of the Congress pavilion. But the pavilion is
already showing signs of wear and is not likely to last long. The
committee will thus be faced with difficulties in the future unless fresh
sources of revenue are tapped.

30. During the year the All India Congress Comniittee received
the library of the old British Committee. from London. This library
contains valuable books and old reports. It is at present lodged in the
Congress House in Bombay.

31. A number of books relating to Congress activities were publish-
ed during the year. The resolutions of the Congress, the ‘All Tndia
Congress Committee and the Working Corhmittee passed in 1924 were
published in book form under the title ““Indian National Congress,
1924 . The Belgaum Congress report and the Assam Opium Enquiry
report werg also published. The All India Khadi Board brought out a
valuable Khadi Guide and the Khadi Pratisthan the * Khadi Manual”
in two volumes.

32. An audited statement of the receipts and expenditure of the
A.L.C.C. office from 1st December, 1924 to 31st October, 1925, is attach-
ed to this report. The Treasurer’s statements of accounts are also
attached as also lists of realisations and outstandings.

AL%_%%@BAD, 2 : JAWAHARLAIL NEHRU,
17tk December, 7925, S ' Geneval Secvetary.
This report has only beeft signed by one gecretary as Mr. Shuaib

Qureshi js touring in foreign countries and Mr. B.F. Bharucha
is unwell,

Note :*——-AHE&[‘ ﬂnsrepo?‘hwws in print, Mr. B.F. Bbarucha intimated that he ag:rees
with it with the exception of the reference in paragraph 23 to the work of the Tamil
Nadu Khadi Board. Ile doss not agrec that fheir organisation isas good as the report
states.

16
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

Statement of Recei Pts and Disbuvsements from 1st Decomber 1924 o 37s¢ October 1925
in the office of the General Secvetary, Allahabad.

Receipts AMOUNT
Rs. A. P,  Rs. A. P,
I. Opening balance : — :
{2) In hand .. 15130
(t) In Bank . 601 210 Y52 5 10
II. Sale proceeds of Congress publications
from 1st December 1924 to 3lst
October 1925 excluding postage on
V. Ps,t—
(s) Belgaum Congress reports (to
be paid to- Belgaum Recep-
tion Committee) .. 64 8 0 :
(3) Other Congress pubhcatlons 922 12 6 987 4 6
I11. Advance for Congress publications - 10. 0.0
IV. Received from the Treasurer, A.1.C.C. 15,965 6 0
V. Received in this office on behalf of the ‘ '
Treasurer :— .
(a) Yarn quota from Delhi P.C.C. 36 1 6
(3) Part of Punjab Relief Fund
transferred from  Imperial :
Bank of India ... e 37213 O 408 14 6
VI. Advances recovered or accounted for:—
Manager, A. L. J. Press ... .. 300 3 O
Syt. D. Gopalakristnayya ... 458 9 0
Secretary, Delhi Unity Conference ... 0.4 0
Syt. R. K. Nehru .. 21312 6
Srimati-Sarojini Naidu ... ... 650 0 0O -
Syt. V. Lakshmikantam ... . 30 4 0 1,653 0 6
V1I, Miscellaneous receipts :—
Uncashed cheque %g 5016 on 30¢h
November 1924 .. 4715 0
Donation for flood relief . 5 0 .
Sale proceeds of furmtu[e with Syt
D. Gopalakristnayya ... 27 14 6 ‘
Price of unused cheques from the : ‘
Imperial Bank of India 0 3 0 81 0 6
Torar ... 19,857 15 10

Continued on next page.
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITLE 7
Statement of Racei pts and Disbuysements from Ust December 1924 to 31st October 1925 -
in the office of the Geneval Secvelary, Allahabad—(contd)

Disbursements AMOUNT
, R&. A. P RS. A. P.
VIII.. Travelling expenses :— :
Office staff = ... .. 594 9 6
General Secretary Syt. B. F.
Bharucha ... ... 69912 §
Gteneral  Secretary Syt . Shuaib
Qureshi . 336 4 0
General Secretary Syt Jawaharlal
Nehru 364 10 3
Working Committee members (on
behalf of the Treasurer, A.1.C.C.). 149 7 0
Srimati Sarojini Naidu (adjustment
of advance made in 1923) ... 650 0 O 2,794 11 6
IX. Salaries - 8,183 10 7
X. Postage and teleglams 799 0 3
XI. Printing and Statlonery ¢ 2,007 5 9
XII. Rents and taxes 535 14 6
XIII. Miscellaneous ’
Railway freight of Congress publi-
cations .and books to Belgaum
and back . Lo 297 11 o
Translation charges - 93 8 0
Flood Relief donation sent to U. P.
Flood Relief Fund ... o 5 0 0
Other items .. 31813 6 715 0 6
XIV. Library 69 4 0
XV. Furniture -.- 59 0
XVI. Secretary, Delhi Umty Conference
(amount, written off) N 0 4 0
XVII. Payments to Treasurer, A.I.C, C - ‘
(a) - Donation from Burma 300
(3) Bale proceeds’ of Congress
publications up to 31-12-24. 428 4 9 :
(a) Do. from 1-1-25 to 31-7-25. 81 7 0 1,212 119
XVIII. * Advances due on 31-10-25:—
Syt. B. Raja Rau ... ... 225 0 0
» N.C. Banerjee ... .« 50 0 O
»» Abdul Waheed - . % 0 0
Supermtendent Government Prlnt-
0 319 2 0

ing, Calcutta e 2402

Continied on next page.
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

Statement of Resei pts and Disbuvsements from Lst December 1924 to 31st October 1925
in the office of the General Secvetary, Allahabad.~—(concld.)

Disbursements—(contd.) _ AMOUNT
Rs. A, P. Rs. A, P,
XIX. Closing balance :— ,
(a) In hand . 133 16
(b) In Bank . ..3,012 11 6
(¢) Unrealised cheque . 19 9 0 3,165 6 0

TOTAL .| 19,857 15 10

ALLAHABAD K. B. RAMAKRISHNATAH,. B. RAJA RAU,
Accountant, Assistant Secvetavy,
21st November, 1925. ‘
s FExamined and foungd correct.
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, DALAL AND SHAH,
Gereral Secvelary, . Incor povated Accountants (London).

A.LC C. Auditors
* All advnces except Rs. 35 out of Rs. 50 shown against «Syt. N. C.

Banerjee have since been adjusted.
THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND

Statement of KeveiPts and Disbuvsemonts from 11th December 1924 to 30th
November 1925.

RECEIPTS. RS A P RS A. P

Cash:and Investments as on 11-12-24,

In fixed deposits with banks .| 1,25000 0 0
In current accounts with banks.. 20,650 12 6
In hand N . © 101 0 9
: - 1,45,751-13 3
Tilak Swarajya Fund. . ‘
General 971 3 3 i
Earmarked '30,863 3 9{
| 33,837 7 0
Amount of Proviacial queta from the
Sind P. C C .. 44 3 9
Ajmere P. C. C. .. 3 8 0
Behar ” 84 8 0
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Cmtmued 01 next page.
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THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND

Statoment of Recei pts and Disbursements from 11tk December 1924 t0 30¢h
Noveber 1925 —(contd.)

RECEIPTS — (contd ) Rs. A, P RS. A, P.
I |
Delhi P. C. C. . 36 1 6
Karnatak ,, 120 0 0
Punjab g . 42 11 0
U. P ' 15,596 0 6 {
Utkal " 37.15 3
15,945 0 0
Share of Delegate Fees
Belgaum Congress = ... - 8,870 5 0
. Delhi 9,315 0 0
Coconada . 5 4.0
: D 18,260 9
Miscellaneous : 0 0
Interest 9,821 .0 2
Brokerage . 178 15 3
British:Congress Oommlttee L1179 0
Sale Proceeds of Congres:a Publl-
cations 1,545 1 11
Pavilion Rent ., 4,000 0 0
T T 5, 10 4
Advances accounted for or received ! 662 *Q_ h
General Secretary A.I.C.C. . 17,524 6 1
East African Deputation account. 712 3
C D. Enquiry Committee . 17,753 8 3
Boycott Committee 1,000 0 0
_ Bikh Reprnsswn Enqulry Commlt=
tee . 1,000 0 0
Unity Oonfelenbe Delln 1,530 13 6
General Secretary, Madras . 96 8 0
Inspecting Auditor .. 800 0.0
Emigrants’ Enquiry Commlttee 112 15 3
Akali Publicity Bureau 6,059 11 0
Guru-Ka-Bag Enquiry bonnmtfee 3,086 4 8
Assam Opium Enq\nry Commlt*
tee . 1,000 0 0O
Assam WOI‘kEI‘b ' 540 0 0
President (Maulana Ma,homad
Ali) 500 0 0
’ e e e 50,97
Grants Refunded ! 44% 12 8
Loans
U.P.P.C.C 40,000 0. 0
Tamil Nadu P.C.C. (A IK B AdJ ) 15,000 0 0 55,000 0 0
TOTAL  -o-]  cervaenns 3,35,877 10 "

|
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Continued on next page.
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THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND

Statenent of Recei pis and Disbursemicnts from 11th Decanber 1924 fo 30tk
November 1925,

DISBURSEMENTS. RS. A . Rs. A.

Grants made to »
Boycott Committee ... . 1,000

0 0

Delhi Reception Committee 9,115 0 0

U.P.P.C. C. e 55,500 0 0

Hindustani Seva Dal 2,000 0 O

Assam Opium Enqu1ry Cummltteo 1,000 0 O

- Assam Workers’ Enquiry . 540 0 0O
' ' e e e e 69,155 0

President’s Expenses (Maulana

Mohamad Ali) O 1,498 14
Working Committee Expenses ... ... 209 7

General Secretary, Madras (Tra-
velling expenses of Dr. Rajan
now adjusted) e e e 56 0

Office Expenses of the General Secre-
tary All=-India Congress Committee
as mentioned in his annual State?
ment of Receipts and Disbursements

Travelling Expenses 2,794-11-6

Salaries 8,183-10-7

Postage and Telegrams  799-0-3

Printing and Stationary 2,007-5-9

Rent and taxes 535-14-6

Miscellaneous 715-0-6

Unity Conference, Delhi, 0-4-0

amount written off.

Total, 15,035-15-1

Deduct '
Working Com. Expenses 149-7-0 L.
Flood Relief 5-0-0
Unused cheques 0-3-0

154-10-0 14,881 5 1

Expenses for the year 1923 now

adjusted 200 0 O o
Expenses incurred for the removal-————————— 15,081 5

of the Br. Con, Com. Library ..« = = ...... 379 2
Inspecting Auditor’s Fees and

expenses .- cevnne ' 970 1

o oy

Continued on next page.
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THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND

Statement of Roceipis and Disbuvsenents from 1Yk Deconber 1924 to 30t
November 1925 ~(Contd)

DISBURSEMENTS —(Contd)

Payment of interest on old Bombay

P C C Funds to Gujrat, Maha-
rastra, Karnatak and Bombay
P. C C’s. in equal Shares .

Bombay P C C Old Fundﬁadjust-
ment for interest ,

Treasurer’s Office Expenses

Salaries, 883-12-0
Postage, 38-14-9
Printing & Stationery, 3,818-6-0
Miscellaneous . o 33-1-0

st

Sub=-Committee Expenses
C. Dv Enquiry Committee
Sikh Repression Committee
Akali Repression Committee

East African "Deputation Com~l

mittee
Emigrants’ Enquiry Committee..
Unity Conference, Delhi
Akali Publicity Bureau .
Guru Ka Bagh En, Committee ..

» Dead Stock

Advances made

General Secretary A. I. G G
Akali Publicity Bureau

Guru Ka Bag Enquiry Commlttee
Assam Opium Enquiry Committee
Emigrant’s Enquiry Committee. -
Buddha Gaya Enquiry Comrmttee
Inspectmg Auditor .

Loan:
(Tamil Nadura’dqurtrment),

N

All India Khadi Board

RS A P)’ Rg. A. P
...... 1,946 4 0
------ 1,123 6 6
- 474 19
17,753 8 3
93 13 0
308 2 0
248 4 0
112 15 3
1,480 7 6
6,059 11 0
3086 4 8
99,143 1 8
...... 1.14 0
14,667 14 6
2,628 3 6
2,586 4 8
750 0 0
150 0 0
50 0 0
1,100 0 O
el 91,932 6 8
...... 15,000 0 0

Continued on next page.
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THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARJAYA FUND

Statement of Recei pts and Disbuvsements from 11th December 1924 to 31st
November 1925.—(Contd).

DISBURSEMENTS —(Contd). ' RS, A, P. R8s A.. P
Cash and Invesiments 1
In fixed deposits with banks L0 1,65,135 40
In current accounts with bank ... 9,453 12 5

In hand . 17 1 6 1,74,606 1 11

Total Rs. -} ... 3,35,8Y7 10 7

C. H. SHAH, REVASHANKER JAGJIVAN.
Acconntant. ‘ Hon, Working Treasuver.
AUDITORS CERTIFICATE. .

We beg to report that all our requirements as auditors have been

eomplied with.

We certify that in our opinion the above return of receipts and
disbursements exhibits a true and correct view of the state of the All
India Tilak Memorial Swarajya Fund’s affairs ac(irbl'dfng to the hest of
our information and explanations given to us and as shown by the

books of the above Fund.
‘We have examined investments.

70, MEDOWS STREET, FORT, DALAL & SHAH,

Bowbay, 15th December 1925 » A, L C, C, Awlitors,



THE ALIL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND
The Income and Ex penditurve Account for the Period from 11-12-24 to 30-11-25.

EXPENDITURE.

To Grants .

To President’s Expenses (Mau-
lana M. Ali, .

To Working Committee Exp. ...

To Office Expenses of the General
Secretary A.I.C.C. for 1923
adjustment and for the year
1925

To General Secretary Madlas
(Travelling Expenses of
Dr. Rajan)

To Treasurer’s Office Expeudl-
ture
To Auditor’s fees and Expendx-
ture
To British Con. Com. lerary
Expenditure for removal

To Sub-Committee Expense

Rs.
69,159

8
A, P

0

1,498 14

209

15,081

56
4,774
970

379
29,143

Examined and Found Correct.
DALAL & SHAH,

FORT,

70, MEDOWS STREET, %
15th Desember 1925,

7

A. L.C. C. Auditors.

{

0

0

91

8

1,21,267

C.H. SHAH,

INCOME.

By Tilak Swaraj Fund, General...

By Shezre of Delegate fees

By Miscellaneous Receipts :—

Interest 7,874 12 2
Brokerage 17815 3

Sale Pro. of
books .. 1,545 111
Pav. Rent ... 4,000 0 0O

. British . Con.
Committee. 117 9 ¢

% By Refund of Grants
0 By Amount received as quota

from Provinces

6 | By Deficit carried to Balance

Sheet

...15,945

-

Rs. A. P.

2,974 3 3
18,260 9 0

13,716
448

S = O

4
¢
]

69,923 2 11

1,201,267 9 -6

) Apcoargtard

REVASHANKER JAGJIVAN.

~How, Working Treasuves.

(.rg1)



. THE ALL INDIA TILAK MEMORIAL SWARAJYA FUND
Balance Sheet as at 30th November 1925,

FUNDS AND LIABILITIES. PROPERTY AND ASSETS.
: ) Rs. A, P. | CASH and investments as shown in Rs A P
GENERAL FUND :— the statement of receipts and Dis... 1,74,606 1 11
Last year’s balance | LOANS :—
after adding sur- CPPCC .. 35,000 0 0
plus for  that All India Khadi Board 15,000 0 0
year ... 2,56,179 9 3 {(Tamil Nadu Adj)
Less deficit for this : ———————— 50,000 0 0
year 69,923 2 11 ADVANCES :—
—_— 1,86,256 6 4 Genetal Secretary
EARMARKED FUNDS ;— AI CC 1343 8 5
Last year's TInspecting Auditor ... 600 0 O
balance 1,072 7 0 ‘Unity Con Delhi 73 8 0
Add this year's Kerala P.C.C. , 1,500 0 0
" Receipts 30,863 3 9 . Emigrant’s En. Com. 3T 009
e 31,935 10 9| Buddha Gaya En.
. Qivil  Dis- Committee e 500 0
obedience e e 3604 1 2
Funds 14,220 0 ¢ '
Bombay | Dead Stock 282 14 0
P.C.C. Old | Congress Pavi-
Funds ... 9,581 0 0! lion . 13,500 0 O
o e { P —
Rs.  2,41,993 1 1| Rs.  2,41,993 1 1
. Examined and Found Correct.
70, MEDOWS STREET, | DALAL & SHAH, C. H. SHAH, REVASHANKER JAGJIVAN,
FORT,
15th December 1925, g A. L C. C. Auditors. Accotntant. Hon. Working Tveasurer.
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Intelligentia g7 {71 AT | 5w CARTIE DG qg"y fF ag Intelligentié.
IR PR W@ Wy @ R A 5 ae st Iutelligentia
i oh IEE oW N aw g A ed 4 9w @ Rwea 3
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o g fwa w2 S5 A1 WS 9IE K e § ST ma: g
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1 AL FOFE GET FE IR FE wAar A W F ag g
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BRI AR AR € W1 6§ il of At 7w Ao |
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A 3T W F T oD ¥ 3@ T e HRK WA O A
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UST UE R M H R v | 3EE g sl H S ovia@ fvea
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¥ ot wsa Td A aEEar St aF & 8% auel ¥ Al |
g # s 98 RSlegTA 9R. g A1 Al 98 A @ wE o
T ks Fm W A S 9N Sifeel b omw FoFam
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| 719 & gAfes A B9 | gEW WA G |
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79 ¥ e RlegTA W oW § w0 e et @
e # audin gf ot 5 EBm w1 ww Afelwe ww wA AR
98 g Nfefere W 9w @ § ¥ AR W Afebra FW aw
TAHAN ST FT TP F JEAET qF F TR F oY
DNATIWET A WA F Y FIaF VW T % A ow
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F1 ¥ | 9 FU4 F IR T—FTA A W kA R fr fea ke
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S &Il G9 FIRE AFW @ a1 o § e Reenfakiea § faw
SR ¢ g AR aR A AR W ¥ EF | TR of 98 w0 R
RO HIOF F1 AHG F F RIegma q @ ™ | BfFA 0% 9 38
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SRR A sftag g o fFme & onm YW ad W §
ff 370 31 97 X § WUFR § (aze acgr 2Ig § | A S9 gan
swet QRER AR TH A R e & FM @ WRA! A fw
qiow o9k AEA R a2 feRmAR ¥ tem g1 38 Relegwm
Aad & PYIRME N 8 ek ARG R ¥ oam ¥ oW
Ut IAF QA | S 99w AW AAN @ I9E 3T U
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NfAEI=g 1 Gndt & a9 F4 A fpw @ R am Ry B
Y 29T 3TH 3¢ TN A1 oA © AR AR & WER &1 gEEe
AWM S T s A gE S MREY | AR N oFwm W §
Al gamT gEEer A 0 BER ¥ A% @ 2 HEW % sana
AT I ARHENE A Lo AW H SN A FW FW A A |
g W0 AW 37 4 R A A AW Y aE AR A ww A 6
S| a3z #l W AW E FEQ wEE enfew § Slm AR eyw &
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T g F AW # W AW F S fE otgemn & S w1 a8
AAATNEFT TR &t st g7 A IS | Oh Th gl | wiR
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TET 3R oTR SWigR FRAF 4 Wes RAl Y &% | U2 A 3@ #W
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faat 9 | 79 98 IR AGH A & A OF gAQ I¥FH F g R
3T\t a8 Ik AN 1@ T ST IR A T A% 53 F v S AR
¥ ST 9 SR 2@ A BT TR FE oTIT A4 aai 4 el d ae
qeES 9T & T @) 98 wfeawFz @ am R S | am 3
Cen & #i Ul WA A off 0 ¥ eW g9 S ainy & ¥ erw e
fergratdll UF 19 1 37T WS WIE W W FH WA FE W
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Fell 6 WA & FIER aF Bi% S AT | IR N fw @ 6
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w18 T A A a1 mr sEw 3 S 8" Ao adl #X wEN A1 36 eWa
 foaR e B i a8 a9 89 A% FER A W qEN | fNE o
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584 g I6F 9 uF FA9 AW sar A AfRE & TR fueiw
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Sead § 98 ff ANeiw AR & B JaR § fF oW 3@ WEAE AW
Q1 ar & Q sAw A @R S WY Aw 9T QA | @A
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yT AT IR U oF 3EY WA SR ¥ S ag Subjects Com-
wittee § qIH M aTit Subjects Committee T Al & g a8
SEAT GRS T | »

u7 ¥ MW IWEa Taar g & W H% &R q?r FifR T
w9 a8 o1 5 § snow gae § fr oenfe 9g ¥ swm A e\® S
ik qMY 3Ae Y9 & i wet feear #Y w@ @1 AR Rl WA F
SHRGCIECIEICEEIEC RS B R U G E B S

(37 % %3 4feq st ¥ g3 WEH § %a1)

ofiEiA FA WA AN Y A § o3 @ wew § ¥ ud
#ZF 93 T8 ) a8 Y1 T afes 23w W Ew § W oW
e g HAW U AW E | M wa ¥ a1 Communision A @l
& | WY fegea % B @R aw U2 W & @R o |
Af#A 30 3% o0 IqOF fF 7 1 9% @T ¥ 41 oF A (TF— AR
) A1 A FA 4?99 @ o aw W @Al Manchester i
ATy ) @A @ A %A 9wd ) Communist 9 @)
Sl i@ #1 ®Te0 agA &t Mill-owners % 3% & swnm W& & T%
dr (g ST SIRA WE A A2 W ¥ W @A foed & W get-
AT § M A AR 1

Y AR A @A w1 A IE wa—

FA AT PR R e YA el A e R
#T8 & A w0 A g AWM ] W qi§ | gai@ Production
Fl. 74 ¢ §a@ Distribution &1 ¥ | ¥ st Political Economy
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Ster Prescription g1 @« A % T TR g A
O F Pegel Regerd W ow A W OW frem T A W o=
e A WAt AW 5 sERAl S ® 2 R SRl uE o S
A1 @A F7q@T 347 | FA1 QY S % 9 a8 42 & % wo T &
s AN @ eNad &1 = 3 1 AR A AT 38 ARH EfE
wo FIT TAT A A1 fegena § ®w1§ | @ae Production
78 Distributicn of wealth “% o (éqxga% fF—0F a@ ¥§
faar a1 5 A hungry man is an angry man sg¢ i TEAT @1
g e ¥ | W W A W 9gd WA § SR a8 #ASN ¥
AN e AT AR T | g Ay 92 W ¥ AR ¥ oTRm maee
& @eF AgT & | A4 F qm Poison gag ¥; 1 AR 49 JHA! A6
AT ¢ IR o9 A 23 B RY M & geE & 9 ¥
YMifesa § #&1 a1 Every army is a reptile (arq Aterr aEs J
SRh aﬁaar T X f2ar )

Siga et @18 ¥ sia wa sNgd ewa AE %5 gar af“r
Az & ol <@ | AgAR § g FR a1 o e gen SEA 9
RAGFAG & T8 & T | | |

gle SFA F SRS sy F1 Bl § Waag At frar aan

A9 e SR IfEe W ¥ o9 38 s ¥ ff Quakers
Association # 3% § fargead # Wy FANeE T @ FEA A
e quadl TR @ ¥ | ey T R oo awfew @ W @m
A TR AGF AT A RGEAA F OB § AT AT AT T |
T 98 780 § Fh oweem aedt wd gRm % om A W Wl ¥
o) RN a8 wwm & o A% AN AW AR SwAEw gl
iffE &0 T Fga 9 9 freg W@ B o R nfdl W A
AR @AM @y WA E Ty ¥ A Regeaw
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# wareat s 3 s faarg  Passive resistance 1 93 fFar ¥ <a@
W R R FET S | W st F Afed @ 9. ar Ay ¥
MW= AARE T TR A Fifvg N T @ AR FW0w Regeaw
T SIS R A EEd an gl & oa dea 2 ) (Sad)

I ¥ 9% dRka Aife® fge ¥ Wew geand gn AT

sYgq dfed wgA MeA qeda ¥ Fan—

3 TR mw,
T gIR H @ =aw g I\ A & AW A W A A g
Refiegma SR d on R wfd § ensht ¥ wm A ondl amar &
i 30 &1 RFE ¥ ogad o A1 fYe @ | AU gaR wRar 98 2
fesfieqn & %@ fard & djgd @A & Carry on ¥ =1g both in the
Legislature and outside them ¥ g5z siig & s1d | R Yo
fega se1 R s | i Somiw § Political work & 93 78 353
AT sf —The work in the Legislatures shall be so carried on as
to utilise them..........for the advancement of the same ca.uée.
(3@ gan W 1) 78 9@ WOHE S | 38 % 91g @8 99 4 S sgan
section ¥ ag gER1 &) AT oK St g section ¥ ag et & o
S S AT S IEd accurate information ¥ g 98 @RS AN T
A1 regarding the present position and aspirations of ,Indians.
g U & 9geht @A § 18th February 1924 ¥, sz and of september
1925 7 Stz Ran S | 30 % A1 30 § 340 ea0sa-ud @ fm ¥ 3
HrEdal % f& a8 a1 'Q'\T——The Congress calls upon the Swarajya and
Independent parties o}y shall ) g2 4% to Srzfaa =g ok Not to
be éatisfactory Fd17 98 @S e TF—by the A. I. C. C. Tt shall
convene 8 special session.........what course to adopt in re.
lation thereto (%J:-I'T;gw) S 1t o Ao @RS & & w9 )
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9 1 Sa@ 31 AT £ | SV qEAE HY @ ¥ ' AsAvn few §
re8e A FHR § w91 We should...........s\% 3zarg@m 3
Fgl 91—We shall co-operate, . ..., ... .
q3 9g 3) 99 188 A FRE A A2 W i# I ¥Ry am A
PR A @ IM g T |
ga U i 4% 9z w1 & % The Congress call upon the
Swarajya and Independent Parties i s 39 %3 fReq & 41 a7}
R € A gl ot O affl f A ARy  wE A e W
fom 8 38 %1 @ifta &1 faan s | s@ F1 oRlgqw s @ % S| ew
A Y WIZA Q) I TR ARz TR 36 S FAE A W F A
ETe HiUE Sa@El fa =14 Fa1 faar s I A |3 A
YT o FW A s detail ¥ ged S et g oW & mwlE
F a1 S &% | 3@ § R eaqfies didgt &1 9 I9EIE &N | eFR
g ERUfEz WEEt F g%eW § e g Of & § @ @ At
a3 g & 6 A 3@ oeaa W ¥R 9T § A8 W A @ wEar iR
59 TR Fifael § 79 ¥ g3 graiy Election notices § = #mr
Magad F I | RO F I S en ¥ 98 weam 9w
fear & &9 &1 ag) Promises #tar =12y f@ R QI W &% 59 TN
AR T ad A Rea RS s w el gm A @@ & | AT
oI 3TAFY & SAETM &l A 9 AR & IR S iR | er‘@?r Fal

‘We shall ub1hse .
W W H fiean % Hm - ﬁﬁqa FEM § ST FEn & ko B

W WA AN E § R R S8R S ueAE R A @ @
i1 48 a1 I6 F R SN F A enam W war | T § B A9 5
gy ¥ P umFd = ¥ ¥ wema E f Au e Awy; RS
AR 13| & HY o9 F @y W@ [R91 | 939 oy fauR K oA A q
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gt Mg 3 oI AR A U W gT Fgh—
FeAT TR WA,

ST 9FATE | F@ 9 F QAN (T A DL W AFX F | H AR
qEdd 9fed Wi 9eE &1 Fge &3 F Y e € AW weaE &
SRR WEIE &1 8 um fam 4 faen gan & 3 @AW 3 e A
WAmE ¥ o T Ad | ge W fawe B s | FifE § aewar
¢ f% 98 § gardt gimar T &t | @ S g S S R AW
% W 29 WEAW F 599 0 FEM
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g3 +HiF0FE, U9, IS A FW GIN T A997 A T FAL——
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at aq 3% iy § § g 9@ af fR AEReTRIe @ SN FawA
U FANY EHAT F-TMRTA £ o FS MW Y| @ owg §
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Eic 31 e ¢ i ¥ ware ga THFAMEN H e g e ges
¥ oF ARAF W’f g Y 1% N em ez @ F é Sl
el A A F@i’r R A& ¥ s g a9 m‘? 79 agq‘r
A ehwR A 7 T A AR ¥ %ﬁﬁa gl § & o
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oF f3FE S A STRN AW W | eI TH R AR ¥ Tl %——mﬁ
o INAA | TAFAF W TEH AR R uET W MEE W T
gt sMa i d Rguy & @ R am = 7':1%\‘3 g
qR TR AT gRA A aw §1 W % ¥ e ® g ¥
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