PREPACE

In the following pages an attempt has been made to illustrate
the development of Forster's art as a novelist rather than to make
e mere assessment of his achievement, and to lay bare some of the
most important aspects of life he toushed upon, while tracing the
development of his mind and approach from novel to novel, This die~
sertation, therefore, embodies an attempt to look at Forster's novels
in a wvay that may be called new though I am not sure that none of the
inmmerable critics of Forster has anticipated me, So far as I know,
no systematic treatment of the novels from this standpoint has been
undertaken by anybody before; some approaches in the light of philoso-
phical content were, however, made by some oritics particularly with
reference to the spiritual aspects that underlie A Pagsage to India.
The present dissertation, as such, is not a mere tentative approach,
but a full discussion, While intending to be a comprehensive study of
assthetic or spiritual realism of Forster's fiotion, it also illus~-
trates the inadequacy of a study of his art from the point of view of
the traditional way of fictional criticism, '

1 am indebted to ir S5.P.5en Gupta, Professor and Head of the
Lepartment of English, University of North Bengal, for his guidance
in my work. 1 also gratefully and with pleasure acknovledge tI asbt
which any researcher on Forster must have to earlier scholars and
oritics; the natuye and the scope of my present inquiry preclude any
attempt to describe this debt in detail, I would, however, like to
make particular mention of my gratitude to Professor Harold F, Brooks
whose inwvaluable sugzestions have enabled me %o revise the work quite
fruitfully and with immense pleasure ; I owe him a deep debdbt of grati-
tude for his having suggestes that a discussion on Meredith would be
of vital importance, yielding a broad and fruitful appraisal of Forste
from a nev angle,
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