THE CONCEPT OF SIN IN THE WORKS OF o 1
GRAHAM GREENE

the selleetive mtivities of 4 1]
olneryiion of 7 fovees Ma a8
rewiationary sl e ,

on Grahen Greens's desth, at 86, we pay tritute %o a Wwite
wic has been & major presence on the litorery soue for longer than
nost of us amn ronesber syl whon many aorities rogard as the finest
aithar never t© have won the Nobal Prise for liGarature, It &5
indos? AL£T10u1% to think of o precetert or & parallel wsone ™glish
novelints in a onvere that hns spamed almost axeetly 8ix dcoades -
BiS £1ret nuvel WOB LubALSUOL An Wiy D48 Last Aa 1968,

It 42 o oarosr that has bes: both prolific md diverse i
spart fron twentyesix novals, there are several travol books, $wo
volamos of satobtiegraphy, Yo Mograpides, alx ciildren's beoks, |
six pleys os well as fils seripts, & large mnmber of essays and a }
considerable Qantity of short Ftories. There 15 even & slim volume |
of verse publishel a8 mu undergratuate, wWith the improbable title t

?
|

of ahhiiog. Aozl

Gerge Orwell saild of Dickens Shat he was & Wiser wrth
kidnapping, Ye may say of areane $hat he 19 & writer w0 48 out
kidnop the resder, Inflec!, ho has m irresistidle sppesl. Tolstoy
wnld havo oallet it infestion, A, Af we acoqpt his statement

L

* 0. Goodooalkr, guoted in 4 Jonslee "noyelupaciia of mdm wo rdit
u‘@m% veo Qide . S

PH. D, THESIS iN. ENGLISH




THE CONCEPT OF SIN IN THE WORKS OF
GRAHAM GREENE

Shat “the grester the infestion, the bedber the see» 3,
ve omn'$ help almitting she$ the populavity of drahes Greme 18
o alvorse reflestion on his grestness as mn avtist,

Greente annenls $0 us of LaW ROVELLSES O our Sine do, e
s Cewi GuQOXied & WANS ZesepSion By & large majority of the
reniing pudlic at ot & time wheu the novel 48 &% She oYoanrveis,
What is nmore, he As a8 populor in Jmeries snd Frense a9 he §s in
e own sountry, Issle, %0, has bewm gainel over W Gremie.
Troely, e Pesains "Brisain's naln livorary empors

idke most good writers, reqie san be rest on soveral
lovols, Ho &5 an sasomplishel stary « taller W speoialises in the
wralition of Robert Loulis Stevenson ant Johni Bachan, She story of
an Ls0lnted Lndividual purened hy so ey 3 WS he 48 adi0 &
sophisticatel student of liSwsture, the stirer of Heawy James
al Fowd Nefox Ford, whio is conBGantly setting himself now tesiudi.
oal mxi formal probless, He has insinte? that he £8 less a Catholie
novelist then a novelist who hsppens to be a Catholhe, it there
is o denging the aentrality of moral & evenn theloriea) issues
in mmah of hia work, Mehaxi Ma/me rosalis how the bukfiel wealist
of 8 gamerstiion age ‘erocnslt )

In She mauntain iresnery,
Were Qod nekes the semery, 2

de Dlobny; Loy ‘Wil A8 ArS ' , P RER,

&mm:mn“ﬂ&mﬁd Fryoosjones in Grshaz Greene
L

de 'ihere God lskos the Seameor Naohard dage, lew Statemen,
Wm.'.m ¥
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Bis shouis oi Granan Gresmno trases out Jreeme's raoligious
prevocupation, We deal with sush Sheues as sin M grase. The
svoliation of Gremne’s mind sugcerts a basic aspest An his writing.
Grewne develops along twn distinet planes « sin aoff wrongoew of
Ixman Jife on ote hand and gooduess and right@umess in Mfe on
she othar,

In the Shemis, it i3 pointed out that tue eapabilities of
areme’s hareos for Wth good md euil noke thee mnlyse thekr
selves, Prograss in Mfe, ssconding %o Oreme, samnnt be eug off
fran Christian conoepts of tyath, Greme underlines in his works
the guest sl realisation of an sheolate fatth in lmen extistewe,
It L8 Dayoryt donde, therefore, in s works Shat fnevitaMltty in
hamon affartng should de tho obsession ol his characters ilie
SGarsh and ey iur W ued's Jove ani muamm dignity besome
Savtors of alSinote Asportamcoo. A$ alli lovels of Shis work the
path teeards an abgointe salf«resiinstion in fage of a diserimine.
ting sell 4s inlesd the major red (n s charaslers, ,

Tus %0 begin with, Grooie®s wrks nake evidet a mmber
of stradns that permestie the glimnte of his age. Oremne 18 alin w0
adstenttaliste vhien we disouss his individual sease of approash
Somards 1ife ot pofnt S0 m indeenient eonseloumens sl neralisy, |
shas adsts dDooanss of a rafieally different attitude towards Jife, |
In a wrld of dasaying feith syl moralisy Shat OGresenc shwres with
#thors Ilke T,3.748t anl W, B Yeats, thare 48 in hia the signifi.
emt trent of emplaining tho negetion of life ant disbelief in 18, |
In many ways, Oresno does mot differ fron Ms wnteworery witers |
ke Sarive or Omms for they all seen 0 sharo his sense of tnoame ||
prdwnsidle lmman stduations ant a lack oi patterm iu 1ife,
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Another asyoat of dreene’s dovelopnent AN A BAJOT WOrks
rolates to the nasable ghanging abtitude of his sharaghers, There

47 a eoustant osaillobion belwesn good and ewlil Al Greend's churae |

ters whigh prampts shem fouwards 1ife of ultinote virtuo o viee
Spdritunl dewlopnent for Greme’s horoes, it seoss olear, i o
mah 8 natter of the refiivenation of thelr 108t selves as £ In
thely adwoyption in roligious thoughts alou; abetrags ilunocs, e
podnt that Jrocso Seans €0 oake FogMTANGAY 48 cldelly & wMigr-
stendiing of 1Mfe 10 a wider perspestive of an ultimote realisy and
the Jusblo of fsanes ilke @in and its ambigaities or sn altemae
tion belwem faith and unfaish Lfor his sersitive prodagoniets,

The priest 10 o Fouer i the dlaks o Minkie i
Bxiaiban Bagl heve a combinaion of geedness aod Lrsllty An thew,
Along with mthowrs JMke Narias i Iastoewsky, (resne Sonoerns
himsalf with steller notions of ein or releption that have thety
origin in Guristim Adoals of love or freswill, Destoevelty, ww is
o edstentialist witer, pinepoints the daminanse of Fesdon nd
applies St to real MMfe, Tere 48 an affinity in the Wewpolints of
all these suthors in that they dissuss ond seen 1ife in & Mke
nanyer, What slstingiishes Gremie 48 the glow of an Lamertality he
shels over his base arestions 1tke Plukie. Oresne menifests a
posaliar dieposition Sowards his disssee! cuaraslers Wose o o0y
nosls sertiticie asl L0pes

mumumuwnmm.bmumﬁ
detract fram the prefominent eleaent of his fietion, there is &
portrayal in dreme of solitary apiritusl treavedl st digeenmens
of spirithal resovery in ascordange with the typieal belief of
dhrietiaiey, dreme’s heveas, en helng dolied by se many Mwviers,
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oone to aseount fur shelr $rae pomition in life and thelr relation
% Jod, Whiat Shen 43 $he nctaphysie and ontology of Grecue's true |
represcxetives wWo sre dram o the depths of sin sad hlessings of |
Smnartality 7 ¥e oan hawdly sssount for thelr complete Joss ad
a grodual rovivel of lnpe on ths grounis of shew loglie., We canmod
oven probe thelr renl nature my make glenr thelr sagaish by
hypothenis,

Greane, in order % portray vividly the dissppointnent ol
dissatisfantion of 1ife;, nukes his chvrmniers pase $mough the
turinlent periods of dlaillusiomat ant despolr. Greme sftaches
sigdfiswnge o 2ll such sywptons of inolegaacy ad Ategmiet, The
handlMng by Oroenc of the ain podots of cusistion otidos is dndie
oative Of PE0 mxign of approest tiat moke life intelligibie. They
oy nanely, reason and rovelation., In Grewney wWe See that his
oharaeters sppraiexi tho oore of thelr problem Wxough Siis double
sensistiwity,

In the thesis,; we nake reforsnae 0 Grecne's philosophy.
Wi aspoot of drome’s thought is 0 faportent ai so wivid in his
ks, Vor, (reene’s wiewoint As onte where higher raligious conoern |
sanrmmmmnuwoﬁ-tumumm
$i00 With sin and graes benomes AnSeresting ed worth-snelysiigs ¥e |
omn, Wims, sce that drewne s guLit.ridien charasters ave resinted of |
virtze & diverte! ewards 1t only after long groping in thelr
asite disgonfort of iife, The dissertation sttempts to show how
sevaral courses of safely aro open to Greme’s herces who are always |

fnwolved in & flight fron the srvdidness of 1ife, I
Theoloclans, aaolg Wion o mMist nono Mbloson and TAMseh, ||
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%90 lay stress on the impaot of Christien thought over non's wole
1ifa, Intes! the inpostent viewpoint of Greene 1s thet he shows a
fall oongern for the fmwar? 1ife of man aul the working of 4
Sondeky or murou tuat prevaents A08 absolute nourisinat. (droee
48 s ot the dostrioaire novelist winse faith 18 to bo debarw
mined by conventions or superstitions that fapeie the flow of 1
growing minde

We Sreat the content of Greme's thought in the Shekis
which has verious ispliesticns, There 45 2 sealal deskground of
uamunmmmu&tu‘mm
hds pregoant Wwoodingss A8 or instanse there wro 200ial tonds
wilol his charegters Lave to elcounber i making oo aneouditional
relaticontdpy % dods Indesl, the agkiphysiac of Afe L8 the probim
of Qreene¢®s charsmters, It when they acmovieige nen as thelr foe
af (ol as thelr ssvicur, Greme's ghoragters £ o penanet
rasedy for Shelr tlis, A

We aan see hon trust in Ood fg & lJogieal remlt of the
progess of taspatr in IUfe that bevomes opcrative uhien the caaraps
ters meet tucis siost defent s Aifoe IN spite of the feot thet |
this is oo oooasion for ephasiaing thelr oourage and strangth,
treme’s sharecters camot bo forgetfil 0of the stodns of thaly
sitantion, hey only enVerge on thelr weaimess end Lnackivity i
Wmever Shay are smimorget in the world of damnatien,

Of Gresnn, we em: say thet Iiis outlook Ls one Waat smhes |
slses varie! awrents of thought, Groene, in this mannar, 18 not |
porplaned by negations of a definite iilerattitde, The Diend of
dogan a1 lidorality iR viewing iifo preasisely meltes Qreone R
indigpaiat Lateprdier of the 1smes of falth, Ho 48 tms n artist

et e e,
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and a ghinker wiose thought ssscttally 15 not AnkiMtive for the
natarity of s art,

In brief, wo oan sy of Gremne that he is a Spokessan par
emoulienge of tie tansds of Ghristianity that strefeh agroes the
levels of aporience which are teporal ad saprateworal. reme
is ono of the witers, W is 20 eplaaiery in i’ Wes over sin
or damnation, Wen he nakos artioulste the intervenwing dynemdas of
his chareoSer's trilulstions, he nakos then undergd o Gl eIee
of strong Stenmlon, Meevor there 18 cn aberration on the part of
Grome’s haroes 1n thelr wearisome strugsle for & Sranssexient self,
thereo 12 an impliclit migcestion of a gulf that they have to eross
over in oxler to nako real thelr purmits,

The thosts exnouis Chriotion ndtions of frosion and
orthorngye, one's apphaals oo the Wde-laning non ogyoviene i
nakes ovidout o8 tw uow s charagors shonld Leal thelr Tepone 1\
sibility towards thenselves ani dode In his QENEGENEECLGR, Alfrel |
Kasin deslares 3 'The Groanots horo porsonified that soato and %

|

exdgnatio sensc of guilt.'? e line of arganant that everges out
of theso lines 18 that Gresic 18 inelsively cesipietl with the elne
sive notaro of gaiit st releption.

Thus $t §3 argiod that the deslalve oiaraster of diristian
falth 10 the only sourse Jefs for Greand's melancholy driven
WMMeWmumMWrﬂnmwm;
oot almays bo finelly disestirous, Grocis alweys poluts to the
Slgmposts of wirtue ay high staniarde that his sharacbers need
% inguleats 1n then in thelr sense of fatility and shows that &0 |
absointion from ein 1s finally the viotory of e wmul, 1\
1. otexxearis P. M. |
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We muy Say, thorotore, thot tho peril of contenporary ehaoe
L8 not aldogetiior disgasting, like Ker)l Jaspers o Kiorkepanrd,
Greenoc srikes hopo in mn e of positive degmneration, Greane®s
nossage 18 that in an uttarly shattering ciremstances, smibline
divine love is cgevlerel, reme coNAEmtly rednis us of mants
Uds poaltion m? 148 ralevence for a smse of perfetion in n

absoints Goft, Oremns £ "poESeasst of o possionate songo of virtne, |

wich nokes soorei tuo fonlest of sinuc's, oud difierautiotes Saen
Lrom Whelr orimes and serwilitios® &

s Bmmaly Ry BritiEh ASersS, op. 0L8.; P. 138,
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