(5
| "THE EMPIRE

THE PAPACY
| 9181243072

BY

T. F. TOUT, M.A, D.Litt.,

:
LATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY IN THE .UNIVERSITY
OF MANCHESTER

PERIOD 17

FOURTEENTH IMPRESSION -

Er_cmtlj—{: EDITION e
¢ OF ¥ o ¥R
po\'\‘ - 08’/;' et

s4 KING STREET, COVENT GARDEN
. LONDON

1948



R LR ¥ ]
IS '
2

L en S la“«i‘h”-n_. " e | l

All rights veserved

107 =,
y TE s
P T

o -

221327
31 JAl 1768

Printed in Great Britain
by T. and A. CONSTABLE LTD., Hopetoun Street,
Printers to the University of Edinburgh



PREFACE

THE absence of any existing text-book; narrating with
" any approach to fulness the history of the period with
which' this work is conc_erncd, induced the writer to
sthink that the most useful course that he could pursue
would be to cover as much of the whole ground. as
his space allowed. Finding that there was not room
to treat all the aspects of European history with
the same fulness, the author resolved to limit himself
to the central struggle between the Pagacz and the
Erngr're= and to the events directly connected with
it. He has therefore *only busied himself with the
affairs of Scandinavia, the Baltic lands, and the
Slavonic kingdoms of the East so far as they stand
in direct relation to the main currents of European
history. The history of the Mohammedan Powers
-has been treated in the same way, ard even Christian
Spain has only been allowed a very small number
of pages. This necessary limitation has afforded
more room for the main purpose of the writer,
which has been to narrate, with some amount of
detail, the political and ecclesiastical history of the
chief states of Southern and Western Europe, and
in’ particular of Germany, Italy, France, and the
Eastern Empire. The expansion of the Latin and
Catholic world at the expense of both the Orthodox

Greeks and the Mohammedans, stands so much in
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the forefront of the history of the period that it
could not be neglected, though the writer has
avoided treating the Crusades in much detail. Some
account of the general movements of thought and
of the development of the ecclesiastical system and
of the religious orders seemed to him necessary for
the understanding even of the political history of a
time when everything was subordinated to the autho-
rity of the Church. He has, however, endeavoured to
bring this into some sort of connection with the
political history of the period, and has not felt it in
his power to enlarge upon the general history of
civilisation in the way adopted by the very valuable
Histoire Générale de I Europe, edited by MM. Lavisse
and Rambaud. He has, however, frequently availed
himself of the help of that book in his selection and
arrangement of his facts, and would like to refer his
readers to it for such parts of the history as do
not fall within his scheme., He has indicated in
notes at the beginning of the various chapters some
useful authorities in which readers will find a more
detailed account of various aspects of the time.

In conclusion, the writer must express his thanks to
his wife, who has helped him materially in nearly
every part of the book, and has taken the chief share
in preparing the maps, tables, and index.

In preparing for fresh impressions such errors have
been corrected as the author has been able to find,

MANCHRSTER.,
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

To the general modern authorities for French history for this
period must now be added the valuable new Histoire de France
edited by M. Ernest Lavisse (Hachette), of which the three half-
volurres covering this period are now published. They are:
Les Premiers Capétiens (987-1137), by Achille Luchaire, 11 ii. ;
Lowuis VII, Philippe Auguste, Louss VIII., by Achille Luchaire,
ML i ; and Saint Lowis, Philippe le Bel, les derniers Capétiens
directs, by Ch. V. Langlois, 1L ii. A large collection of facts
covering the whole subject of this book will soon be available in
the relevant volumes of the Cambridge Medizval History. The
maps in R. L. Poole’s Oxford Historical Atlas are very valuable
for the elucidation of the historical geography of the period.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION
General Characteristics of the Period—The End of the Dark Ages—The
==TTImph of Feudalism-—1he Revival Of (he Roman Tmpire anq Papacy
Civilisation—The Crusades and the Latin East—The Growth of National
Monarchies. T ——

IT is a trite thing to say that all long periods of European
history are ages of transition. The old order is ever
passing gradually away, and a_new society is The general
ever spri springing up from amidst the 1 ruins of the character-
dying system that has done its work Bt the ‘s:::d‘.’“h“
pericd " Witk which this book is concerned 15
transitional in no merely conventional sense. We take up
the story in the early years of the tenth century, when the
Dark Ages had not yet run their course. We end it in the
closing years of the thirteenth century, when the choicest
flowers of medi®val civilisation were already in full bloom,
Starting at the end of a period of deep depression and
degradation, we have to note how feudalism got rid of .
the barbarian invaders, and restored the military efficiency
of Europe at the expense of its order and civilisation.
We learn how the revival of the Roman Empire again
set up an effective and orderly political power, and led to
the revival of the Church and religion, and the subsequent
renewal of intellectual life. But the Empire was never
more than-a half-realised theory; -and while the world had
theoretically one master, it was in reality ruled by a multi-
tude of petty feudal chieftains. Thus was brought about
PERIOD II. ’ A




2 European History, 918-1273

the universal monarchy of the Papacy, the Crusades,
the monastic revivals, the strong but limited intellectual re-
nascence of the twelfth century, and the marvellous develop-
ment of art, letters, and material civilisation that flowed
from it. The conflict of Papacy and Empire impaired the
efficiency of both, and made possible the growth of the great
national states of the thirteenth century, from which the
ultimate salvation of Europe was to come. Turbulent as
was the period during which these great revolutions were
worked out, it was one of many-sided activity, and of
general, but by no means unbroken, progress. It was the
time of the development and perfection of all the most
essential features of that type of civilisation which is called
medizval. It was the age of feudalism, of the Papacy and
Empire, of the Crusades, of chivalry, of scholasticism and the
early universities, of monasticism in its poblest types, of
medizval art in its highest aspects, and of national monarchy
in its earliest form. Before our period ends, the best charac-
teristics of the Middle Ages had already manifested themselves.
Fertile as were the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries in their
promise of later developments, they bore witness only to the
decline of what was most characteristic of the period that we
now have to consider.

Let us dwell for a moment on some of the leading features
of this period in a little more detail.

We begin in a time of gloom and sorrow. The Carolingian
Empire, which had united the vigour of the barbarians with

The Dark the civilisation of the Roman world, had broken

Ages. up. The sacred name of Emperor had been
assumed so constantly by weaklings that it had ceased to have
much hold upon the minds of men. The great kingdoms, into
which the Carolingian Empire had resolved itself, seemed
destined to undergo the process that had destroyed the parent
state. The East Frankish realm—the later Germany- -was
breaking up into its four national duchies of Saxony, Fran
counia, Bavaria, and Swabia. The West Frankish realn was
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the prey of the rivalry of the Carolings and the Robertians.
The Middle Kingdom was in still worse plight. Italy had
fallen away under a line of nominal Italian or Lombard kings,
but the south was Greek or Saracen, and the north was in
hopeless confusion.  The northern parts of the Middle King-
dom, to which dlone the name Lotharingia clung, were tend-
ing towards their ultimate destiny of becoming a fifth national
duchy of the German realm, though their loyalty for the
Carolingian house brought them more than once back to
the West Frankish kingdom. The lands between this 1e-
stricted Lotharingia and the Mediterranean had become the .
kingdom of Arles or Burgundy by the union, in 932, of
the two Burgundian states that had grown up in the days of
chaos. But of the six kingdoms which now represented the
ancient Empire, not one was effectively governed.- The
administrative system of the Carolingians had altogether dis-
appeared. The kings were powerless, the Church was corrupt,
the people miserable and oppressed, the nobles self-secking
and brutal. The barbarian invader had profited by the
weakness of civilisation. The restored Rome of Charlemagne,
like the old Rome of Constantine and Theodosius, was
threatened with annihilation by pagan hordes. The Norse-
men threatened the coasts of the west; the Saracens domi-
nated the Mediterranean, captured the islands, and established
outposts in southern Gaul and Italy. The Slavs overran
Germany. The Magyars threatened alike Germany and Italy.
Everywhere civilisation and Christianity were on the wane.
Yet the darkest hour was already past when the tenth
century had begun. The feudal system had saved Europe San ©
from its external enemies. _The feudal cavalry and the feudal
castle had proved too strong for the barbarians. The Norse
plunderers had gone home beaten, or had settled with Rolf
in Neustria, or with Guthrum in eastern England. 1. c04of
The_Saracens had been driven from Italy, and the Dark
were soon to be chased out of Provence. The A8
Wends and the Magyars were soon to feel the might of
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Henry the Fowler. The Saxon dukes were restoring the
East Frankish realm. The Robertians were getting the
upper hand in France. Even the consolidation of the two
Burgundies made for unity. In the east the Macedonian
dynasty was ruling over the Greek Lmpire in uneventful
peace, and extending its sway to the farthest limits of
Asia Minor, In Spain the Christians had definitely got
the better of the Moors. The break-up of the Caliphate
robbed Islam both of its political and religious unity,
and destroyed for the time its capacity for aggression. The
first gleams of a religious revival began with
the foundation of Cluny. But despite all these
glimpses of hope, the state of western Europe was still deplor-
able. The feudal nobles were the masters of the situation.
Their benefices were rapidly becoming hereditary, their
authority more recognised and systematic. But no salvation
was to be expected from a system that was the very abnegation
of all central and national authority. It was but little more
than organised anarchy when the west had to depend upon
a polity that made every great landholder a petty tyrant over
his neighbours. The military strength of feudalism had given
it authority. Its political weakness was revealed when the
feudal baron had to govern as well as fight.
Feudalism was not lofig in undisputed possession of the
field. From the revival of the German kingdom by the
The Holy Saxon kings sprang the Holy Roman Empire of
Roman the German nation, beginning with the coronation
Empire:  of QOtto the Great in g6z, Less universal, less

ecclesiastical, less truly Roman than the Carolingian Empire,
the Empire of the Saxons and Franks was based essentially

upon the German kingship, yet Was ever rying To OUtgrow its
limitations, and 6 clalm in 1ts completeness the ‘Carolingian
tﬁ@ﬁm%
revived Empire included in its sphere the German, Italian,
Burgundian, and Lotharingian realms—in short, all the Empire

of Charles the Great, save the West Frankish states, ruled since

Feudalism.
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587 by Hugh Capet and his descendarits. Moreover,the Empire
had pushed forward the limits of Christianity and civilisation
in the barbarous north and east. It had extended its direct
rule over a wide stretch of marchlands. The Scandinavians,
Wends, Poles, Bohemians, and Hungarians all received the
Christian faith from missionaries profoundly impressed with the"
imperial idea, and their conversion involved at least temporary
dependence upon the power that again aspired to be lord of the
world. At home the Emperors checked and restrained, though
tecognising and utilising, the feudal principle. In their fear
of the lay aristocracy, no less than in their zeal for religion
and order, they associated themselves closely with the work
of reforming the Church. But the restoration of religion _
soon involved the restoration of Papacy and hierarchy, and
thus they raised up the power before which Emperors were
finally to succumb, Yet the Empire did not fall until it had
kept central Europe together for nearly three centuries, at
a time when no other power could possibly have accomplished
the task. From the coronation of the Saxon to the fall of
the Hohenstaufen, the Holy Roman Empire had no small
claim to the lordship of the world,

The darkest hour of the State was the darkest hour of the
Church. The last faint traces of the Carolingian revival of
religion disappeared amid the horrors of Danish, The '
Saracen, and Hungarian invasions. The feudal- Hidebrandine
A ) eformation
ism that saved Europe from the barbarians now and the
began to infect what remained of Christian life Fapaey.
with its own ferocity, greed, and lust. The spiritual offices of
the Church were becoming heritable property, dissociated
from all effective spiritual duties. But amidst the turmoil
of feudal times, a few nobler spirits sought salvation from
the wickedness that lay thick around them in the solitude
of the cloister. Before the end of the tenth century, the
Cluniac revival presented to Europe an ideal of life very
different from feudal militarism. In alliance -with the Em-
pire, the Cluniacs restored religion in central Europe, and
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missionaries, working in their spirit, spread the Gospel beyond
the bounds of the Empire among the barbarians of the north
and east. But from Cluny also came new theories of the
province of the Church, which soon brought religion into
sharp conflict with the temporal authority. When the power
of the State lay almost in abeyance, it was natural that the
Church should encroach upon the sphere it left vacant.
From Cluny came the Hildebrandine Reformation, and
from the theotries of Hildebrand sprang two centuries of
h conflict between Papacy and Empire. The great

e .
struggles  struggle of Popes and Emperors (the highest ex-
of Papacy  pression of the universal struggle of the spiritual
and Empire,

and temporal swords), was the central event of
the Middle Ages. It first took the form of the Investiture
Contest, but when the Investiture Contest had been ended
by the substantial victory of the Church, the eternal strife
was soon renewed under other pretexts. It inspired the
contest of Alexander 111. with Frederick Barbarossa, of
Thomas of Canterbury with Henry of Anjou, of Innocent 1.
with half the princes of Europe, and the final great con-
flict between the successors of Innocent and Frederick 1
At last the Empire succumbed before the superior strength of
the Papacy. But the. Hohenstaufen were soon revenged;
and, within two generations of the death of Frederick 11, the
victorious Papacy was degraded from its pride of place by
its ancient ally.

From the triumphs of Hildebrand and his successors
sprang the religious revivals that enriched the Middle Ages
Religious  With all that was fairest and most poetical in the
and monastic life of those times. The Cistercians and the
revivals. Carthusians revived the ideals of St. Benedict,
with special precautions against the dangers before which
the old Bencdictine houses had succumbed. The orders
of Canons Regular sought to unite the life of the monk
with the work of the clerk. They paved the way for the
more complete realisation of their ideal in the thirteenth
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century, when the mendicant orders of Friars arose under
Francis and Dominic. From the monastic movement sprang
a revival of spiritual religion and a renewed interest in
the world of thought and art. The artistic

impulses of the time found their highest ex-

pression in the vast and stern Romanesque minsters of the
older orders, and in the epic literature of the chansons de
geste.  ‘The transition during the twelfth century from
Romanesque to Gothic architecture, and the parallel change
in vernacular literature from the epic to the romance, mark
a new development in the European spirit. Side by side
with them went the great intellectual renascence of the same
momentous century. While an Anselm sought to enlist philo-
sophy in the service of the Church, an Abelard began to
guestion the very sources of authority. In Abelard the intel-
lectual movement outgrew its monastic parentage, and in his
conflict with Bernard the dictator of Christen- g ivaof
dom, the old and the new spirit came into the speculative
sharpest antagonism. The systematic schoolmen 2¢tVit:

of later ages had neither the independence of Abelard nor the
limitation of Bernard. Learning passed from monastic to
secular hands, but the scholastic philosophy was already
enlisted on the side of the Church, and active as was its
intelligence, it henceforth worked within self-appointed limits,
Side by side with the revival of philosophy, came the work
of Irnerius and Gratian, the revival of the sys-
tematic study of Civil Law, and the building up
of the great structure of ecclesiastical jurisprudence. From
the multiplication of students and studies sprang the organisa-
tion of teachers and learners into the universities. The

From the ignorance and barbarism of the tenth Universities.
century, there is a record of continuous progress until the end
- of our period. Yet the thirteenth century does not only illus-
trate the crowning glories of the Middle Ages: it suggests new
modes of thought that indicate that the Middle Ages them-
selves are passing away. The triumph of the Church bore

aw.
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with it the seeds of its own ruin, in the world of thought as
well as in the world of action.

From the Hildebrandine revival sprang also the Crusades,
and the combination of the military and religious ideals of
The the Latin world in the pursuit of a holy war
:;gst‘;‘i" for the recovery of Christ’s Sepulchre. The
Latinrute  Lurkish advance was checked ; the Eastern
inthe East. BEmpire was saved from imminent destruction :
and a series of Latin states in Syria and Greece extender]
the scope of western influence at the expense of Orthodox
and Mohammedan alike. But the diversion of the Fourth
Crusade to overthrow the Empire of Constantinople indicates
the high-water mark of the Latin Christian power in th»
East ; and the change in the current of western ideas made
the Crusades of the thirteenth century but vain attempts to
restore a vanished dream. Before the end of our period,
the Christian domination in the East had shrunk to the
lordship of a few Greek islands. The Palzologi brought
back Byzantine rule to the Byzantine capital; and the
strongest kings of the West could not save the remnants of
the Latin states in Syria. The Mongol invasions threatened
Christian and Saracen alike. While the western prospects
were so fair, in the East barbarism was on the highway to
ascendency. ’

The failure of the Empire to rule the world led to a feuda!
reaction, that was not least felt in the lands directly governed
The by the Emperors. Qur period witnesses both the
Feudal Age. trjumph and the decay of feudalism. It is the
time when feudal ideas prevailed all over the western world,
following the Crusaders into the burning deserts of Syria,
and the lands of the Eastern Emperors. The Normans
took feudalism to southern Ttaly and Sicily, and developed
the feudalism that they already found in England. Even
Scandinavia evolved a feudalism of its own, and the sons
and grandsons of the followers of William the Conqueror
planted feudal states side by side with the Celtic tribalism of
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Wales and Ireland. For nearly four centuries the mail-clad
feudal horseman' was in%incil)le in battle, and the stone-built
feudal castle, ever becoming more complex and elaborate in
structure, was impregnable except to famine. The better
side of feudal social ideals—chivalry, knighthood, honour,
and courtesy—did something to temper the brutality and
pride of the average baron, and found powerful expression
in the vernacular literatures, written to amuse nobles and
gentry. But before our period ends, the days of feudal
ascendency were over. Hopeful of triumph in Germany,
where the German state suffered by its kings’ pursuit of the
dimperial vision, feudalism found in Italy a powerful rival in
strong municipalities closely allied with the Church. In
western Europe it was beginning to give ground. The greater
feudatories crushed their lesser neighbours, and built up states
that were powerful enough to stand by themselves. The
Church, though fitting itself into the feudal organisation of
society, could never repose simply on brute force. The
.towns, whose separate organisation was, in some
parts of Europe at least, as much the result of
military, 'as of economic necessities, became the centres of
expanding trade and increasing wealth, Within their strong
walls they were able to hoid their own, and claim for them-
selves a part in the social system as well as baron or bishop.
But feudalism had at last met its master. With its decline
before the national spirit, we are on the threshold of modern
times. )

The division of the Empire into local kingdoms, begun
at the treaty of Verdun, paved the way for the modern idea
of a national state. The Empire stifled the early .. growth
possibilities of a German nation, and Empire and of national

" Papacy combined to make impossible an Italian merarchies.
nation. But in France other prospects arose. Through its
virtual exclusion from the Empire, France had been delivered
from some very real dangers. The early Capetians were
shadows round which a mighty system revolved; but they had

The Towans.

-
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alofty theory and a noble tradition at their back, and the time
at last came when they could convert their theory into practice.
Philip Augustus made France a great state and nation,
Power Under St. Louis the leadership of Europe passed
passes from deﬁmtcly from the Germans to the French——from
g::::;“y to the people ruled by the visionary world- Empire

to the people Tuled by a popular and effective
national monarchy. The alliance between France and the
Church, the " preponderance of French effort in the Crusades,
the spread of the French tongue and literature as the common
expression of European chivalry, had made the French nation
famous, long before a large proportion of the frénch nation
had been organised into a French state. The Spanish peoples
acquired strong local attachments; the English became
conscious of their national life. Alfonso the Wise of Castile
and Edward 1. of England rank with St. Louis and Philip the
Fair. Even Frederick 11. owed his strength to his national
position in Germany and Naples, rather than to his imperial
aspirations. Before our period ends, the national principle
had clearly asserted itself. Trade, art, literature, religion
began to desert cosmopolitan for national channels, and
the beginnings of the system of estates and representative
institutions show that the great organised classes of medizval
society aspired to share with their kings the direction of the
national destinies. The Empire had fallen; the Papacy was
soon to be overthrown ; feudalism was decayed ; the cosmo-
politan culture of the universities had seen its best days. It
is in the juxtaposition of what was best in the old, and what
was most fertile in the new, that gives its unique charm to
the thirteenth century. The transition from the Dark Ages
to the Middle Ages had been worked out. There were
signs that the transition was beginning that culminates in the
Renascence and the Reformation.
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CHAPTER II

THE SAXON KINGS OF THE GERMANS,
AND REVIVAL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE BY OTTO L (919-973)}

The Transference of the German Kingship from the Franks to the Saxons—
The Reign of Henry the Fowler—The De.ence of the Frontiers and the
Beginnings of the Marks—Otto L's Rule as German King—The Feudal
Opposition and its Failure--The First and Second Civil Wars—The
Reorganisation of the Duchies - The Marks established—Rattle on the
Lechfeld—Otto's Ecclesiastical Policy—His Intervention in Italy and its
Causes—Italy in the Tenth Century—Degradation of the Papacy--
Theodora and Marozia—Alberic and John x11.—Otto's Second Inter-
vention in Italy—His Coronation as Emperor—His later Italian Policy—
His Imperial Position and Death.

Tae death of Conrad 1, in December gi18 (see Period 1.
pp. 475-7), ended the Franconian dynasty. In April 919 the
flection of Franconian and Saxon magnates met at Fritzlar
Henrythe  to elect a new king. On the proposal of Eber-
Fowler, 019.  hard, Duke of Franconia, and brother of the dead
king Conrad, Henry, Duke of the Saxons, called Henry the~_

1 Giesebrecht’s Geschichte der dewtschen Kaiserzeit gives a full account
of German and Italian history from 919 to the latter part of the reign of
Frederick 1. Richter and Kohl’s Annalen des deuischen Reichs im
Zettalter der Ottonen und der Salier, include an excellent series of
extracts from the original sources. Prutz’s Staatemgeschickte des Abend-
lands im Mittelalter (vol. i, Oncken’s Series) is a popular working-up of
the whole period. A French account is in Zeller’s Histoire de P.Ale-
magne ; while Lavisse and Rambaud’s Histosre générale du sve Siécle d
nos_jours, vols, 1. and ii., is certainly the best presentation of the general
history of the early Middle Ages. Bryce’s remarkable essay on 7% Holy
Roman Empire, and Fisher's detailed Medieval Empire are the best books
in English., The facts are related in Henderson’s History of Germany
during the Middle Ages, and in Milman’s History of Latin Chyistianity
Gregoroviltés’ Geschichle der Stadt Rom im Mittelalter is now translated.
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Fowler, was elevated to the vacant throne. Henry had been
already marked out for this dignity, both by the great position
of his house and nation, and by the wish of the last king.
Yet the voluntary abdication of the Franconian and the
transference of the monarchy to the Saxon forms one of the
great turning-points in the history of the German nation.
The existence of a separate German state had been already
secured by the work of Louis the German and Arnulf of
Carinthia. Yet so long as the sceptre remained in the Caro-
lingian bhands, the traditions of a mighty past overpowered
the necessities of the present. Down to the death of Conrad,
the Franks were still the ruling nation, and the German realm
was East Frankish rather than German. The accession of
the Saxon gave the best chance for a more general The saxon
development.on national lines, For of all the five nation.
nations of Germany, the Saxons were the least affected by the
Carolingian tradition, -Christianity was still less than a century
old with them, and formal heathenism still lingered on in the
wilder moors and marshes of the north, Roman civilisation
was still but a sickly exotic; and, free from its” enervating
influences, the Saxons still retained the fierce barbaric prowess
of the old Teutonic stock, while the primitive Teutonic in-
stitutions, which were fast disappearing in the south before
the march of feudalism, still retained a strong hold amidst
the rude inhabitants of northern Germany. In the south the
mass of the peasantry were settling down as spiritless and
peaceful farmers, leaving the fighting to be done by a limited
number of half-professional soldiers. But among the Saxons
every freeman was still a warrior, and the constant incursions
of heathen Danes and Wends gave constant opportunities
for the practice of martial habits. The old blood nobility
still took the leadership of the race. Not only were the
Saxons the strongest, the most energetic, and most martial
- of the Germans, but the mighty deeds of their Ludolfing
dukes showed that their princes were worthy of them. It
was only the strong arm of a mighty warrior that could
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save Germany from the manifold evils that beset it from
within and without. The Ludolfings had already proved on
many a hard-fought field that they were the natural leaders
of the German people. The dying Conrad simply recognised
accomplished facts, when he urged that the Saxon duke should
be his successor. The exhausted Franconians merely accepted
the inevitable, when they voluntarily passed over the hegemony
of Germany to their northern neighbours.

There were, however, insuperable limitations to the power
of the first Saxon king of the Germans. Henry the Fowler

Henrys Wa$ little more influential as king than as duke,

German There was no idea whatever of German unity or

policy.  nationality. The five nations were realities, but
beyond them the only ties that could bind German to
German were the theoretical unities of Rome—the unity of
the Empire and the unity of the Church. From the circum-
stances of his election and antecedents, Henry could draw
no assistance from the great ideals of the past, by which he
was probably but little influenced. He feared rather than
courted the support of the churchmen. When the Church
offered to consecrate the choice of the magnates by crowning
and anointing the new king, Henry protested his unworthiness
to receive such sacred symbols.

Thus Germany became a federation of great duchies, the
duke of the strongest nation taking precedence over the others
with the title of king. Even this result was obtained only
through Henry’s strenuous exertions. His power rested
almost entirely on the temporary union of the Saxons and
Franconians, The southern and western nations of Germany
were almost outside the sphere of his influence. Lotharingia
fell away altogether, still cleaving to the Carolings, and recog-
nising the West Frankish king, Charles the Simple, rather
than the Saxon intruder. Henry was conscious of the weak-
ness of his position, and discreetly accepted the withdrawal
of . Lotharingia from his obedience, receiving in return an
acknowledgment of his own royal position from Charles the
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Simple. Swabia and Bavaria were almost as hard to deal
with as Lotharingia. They had taken no practical share in
Henry’s election, and were by no means disposed to acknow-
ledge the nominee of the Saxons and Franconiaps. It was
not until 921 that Henry obtained the formal recognition of
the Bavarians, and this step was only procured by his
renouncing in favour of Duke Arnulf every regalian right,
including the much-cherished power of nominating the
bishops. Henry was no more a real king of all the Germans
than Egbert or Alfred were real kings over all England. His
mission was to convert a nominal overlordship into an actual
sovereignty, But he saw that he could only obtain the formal
recognition necessary for this process by accepting accom-
plished facts, and giving full autonomy to the nations, His
ideal seems, in fact, to have been that of the great West
Saxon lords of Britain. He strove to do for Germany what
Edward the Elder and Athelstan were doing for England.
It is, from this point of view, of some political significance
that Heriry married his eldest son Otto, afterwards the famous
Emperor, to Edith, daughter of Edward, and sister of Athel-
stan. Yet, like England, Germany could hope for national
unity only when foreign invasion had been successfully warded
off. 'The first condition of internal unity was the cessation
of the desolating barbarian invasions which, since the break-
up of the Carolingian Empire, had threatened to blot out
all remnants of civilisation. Saxony had already suffered
terribly from the Danes and Wends. To these was added
in 924 a great invasion of the Magyars or Hungarians, the
Mongolian stock newly settled in the Danube plains, and
still heathen and incredibly fierce and barbarous, The
Magyars now found that the Bavarians had learnt how to
resist them successfully, so that they turned their Invasion of
arms northwards, hoping to find an easier foe in barbarians
the Saxcns. Henry, with his Franks and Saxons, checked.
had to bear the full brunt of the invasion, and no
came either from Swabia or Bavaria. Henry had‘%\fh’%

22132 &
31 JAN 1968 >




16 European History, 918-1273

luck to take prisoner one of the Hungarian leaders, and by’
restoring his captive and promising a considerable tribute, he
was able to procure a nine years’ truce for Saxony. Two
years later the Magyars again swarmed up the Danube into
Bavaria, but Henry made no effort to assist the nation which
had refused to aid him in his necessity.

Thus freed from the Magyars, Henry turned his arms against
the Danes and the Wends. In 934 he established 2 strong
mark against the Danes, and forced the mighty Danish king,
Gorm the Old, to pay him tribute. He was even more successful
against the Slavs. In 928 Brennabor (the modern Branden-
The defence  DUrZ), the chief stronghold of the Havellers, fell
of the into his hands, and with it the broad lands
:?:::;fn‘_'"d between the Havel and the Spree, the nucleus of
nings of the the later East Mark. But more important than
Marks. Henry’s victories were his plans for the defence
of the frontiers. He planted German colonists in the lands
won from the barbarian. He built a series of new towns,
that were to serve as central strongholds, in the marchland
districts. The Saxon monk Widukind tells us how Henry
ordered that, of every nine of his soldier-farmers, one
should live within the walls of the new town, and there
build houses in which his eight comrades might take shelter
in times of invasion, and in which a third part of all their
crops was to be preserved for their support, should necessity
compel them to take refuge within the walls. In return,
the dwellers in the country were to till the fields and harvest
the crops of their brother in the town. Moreover, Henry
ordered that all markets, meetings, and feasts should be held
within the walled towns, so as to make them, as far as pos-
sible, the centres of the local life. Some of the most ancient
towns of eastern Saxony, including Quedlinburg, Meissen, and
Merseburg, owe their origin to this policy. Henry also
improved the quality of the Saxon cavalry levies, teaching his
rude warriors to rely on combined evolutions rather than
the prowess of the individual horseman. So anxious was
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he to utilise all the available forces against the enemy, that
he settled a legion of able-bodied robbers at- Merseburg,
giving them pardon and means of subsistence, on the con-
dition of their waging war against the Wends.

The effect of these wise measures was soon felt. Henry
had laid the foundation of the great ring of marks, whose
organisation was completed by his son. He had also in-
spired his subjects with a new courage to resist the bar-
barian, and a new faith in their king. When the nine
years’ truce with the Hungarians was over, the Saxons re-
solved to fight rather than continue to pay them a humllxatmg
tribute. A long series of victories crowned the . . y's
end of Henry’s martial career. He was no longer triumph and
forced to strictly limit himself to the defence of 4eath,ss6.
his own duchy of Saxony, and the southern nations of Germany
could honour and obey the defender of the German race
from the heathen foe, though they paid but scanty reverence
to the duke of the Saxons. Lotharingia reverted to her
allegiance after the sceptre of the western kingdom had
passed, on the death of Charles the Simple, from her
beloved Carolings. Yet Henry never sought to depart from
his earlier policy, and still gave the fullest autonomy to
Saxon, Bavarian, and Lotharingian. He still lived simply
after the old Saxon way, wandering from palace to palace
among his domain-lands on the slopes of the Harz, and
seldom troubling the rest of the country with his presence.
Yet visions of a coming glory flitted before the mind of the
old sovereign., He dreamed of a journey to Rome to wrest
the imperial crown from the nerveless hands of the pre-
tenders, whose faction fights were reducing Italy to anarchy.
But his end was approaching, and the more immediate
task of providing for the succession occupied his thoughts.
His eldest son, Thankmar, was the offspring of a marriage
unsanctioned by the Church, and was, therefore, passed
over as illegitimate. By his pious wife Matilda, the pattern
of German housewives, he had several children. Of these
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Otto was the eldest, but the next son, Henry, as the first
born after his father had become a king, was locked upon
by many as possessing an equally strong title to election,
The king, however, urged on his nobles to choose Otto as
his successor. He died soon after, on 2nd July 936, and was
buried in his own town of Quedlinburg, where the pious care
of his widow and son erected over his remains a great church
and abbey for nuns, which became one of the most famous
monastic foundations of northern Germany. ‘He was,’ says
the historian of his house, the greatest of the kings of Europe,
and inferior to none of them in power of mind and body’
But Henry's best claim to fame is that he laid the solid
foundations on which his son built the strongest of early
medieval states.

Otto 1. was a little over twenty years of age when he
ascended the throne. While his father had shunned the
Coronation of Consecration of the Church, his first care was
Otto L, 936.  to procure a pompous coronation at Aachen. As
strong a statesman and as bold a warrior as his father,
the new king was so fully penetrated with the sense of
his divine' mission, and so filled with high ideals of king-
craft, that it was impossible for him to endure the limita-
tions to his sway, in which Henry had quietly acquiesced.
Duke Eberhard of Franconia was the first to resent the
pretensions of the young king. He felt that he was the
author of the sway of the Saxon house, and resolved o
exercise over his nation the same authority that he had
wiclded without question in the days of King Henry. Mean-
The attack  while, the death of Duke Arnulf of Bayaria gave
;‘;:;"- :‘::"t'he Otto an opportunity of manifesting his-power to
FiretCivil  the south, He roughly deposed Arnulf’s eldest
War, 938-041. son, Bberhard, who had refused to perform
him homage, and made his younger brother Berthold duke,
but only on condition that the right of nominating to the
Bavarian bishoprics, which had been wrung from the weakness
of Henry, should now be restored to the crown. Moreover,
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he set up another brother, Arnulf, as ‘Count Palatine, to
act as a sort of overseer over the new duke. But while
Franconia and Bavaria were thus deeply offended, Otto’s
own Saxons were filled with discontent at his policy. They
resented Otto’s desire to reign as king over all Germany, as
likely to impair the dominant claims-of the ruling Saxon
race. They complained that he had favoured the Franks
more than the Saxons, and the.sluggish nobles of the
interior parts of Saxony were disgusted that Otto had over-
looked their claims on his attention in favour of Hermann
Billung and Gero, to whom he had intrusted the care of
his old ‘duchy along with the government of the Wendish
marches, Thankmar, the bastard elder brother, Henry,
the younger brother who boasted that he was the son of a
reigning king, were both angry at being passed over, and put
themselves at the head of the Saxon malcontents. In 938, 2
revolt broke out in the north.. The faithfulness of Hermann
Billung limited its extent, and the death of Thankmar seemed
likely to put an end to the trouble. - But Henry now allied
himself with Duke Eberhard: of Franconia; and Duke
Giselbert, of Lotharingia, Otto’s brother-in-law, joined the’
combination. A Dbloody civil war was now fought in West-
phalia and the Lower Rhineland. The army of Otto was taken
at a disadvantage at Birthen, near Xanten; but the pious
king threw himself on his knees, and begged God to protect
—his followers, and a victory little short of miraculous followed
his prayer. However, the rebels soon won back a strong
position, and the bishops, headed by Archbishop Frederick of
Mainz; -intrigued with them in the belief that Otto’s term
of power was at an end. But the king won a second un-
expected triumph at Andernach, and the Dukes of Franconia
and Lotharingia perished in the pursuit. Henry fled to
Louis, king of the West Franks, whose only concern, how-
ever, was to win back Lotharingia from the eastern king-
dom. At last Henry returned and made his submission to
his brother, but before long he joined with the Archbishop



20 ~ European History, 918-1273

of Mainz in a plot to murder the king, This nefarious
design was equally unsuccessful, and Henry, under the
influence of his pious mother, sought for the forgiveness of
his injured brother. At the Christmas feast of 941 a recon-
ciliation was effected. The troubles for the season were
over.

Otto now sought to establish his power over the nations
by setting up members of his own family in the vacant
Thereorgani. duchies. Franconia he kept henceforth in his
sationofthe own hands, wearing the Frankish dress and
duchies. ostentatiously following the Frankish fashions.
Over Lotharingia he finally set a great Frankish noble,
Conrad the Red, whom he married to his own daughter,
Liutgarde. The reconciled Henry was made Duke of
Bavaria, and married to Judith, the daughter of the old
Duke Arnulf. Swabia was intrusted to Otto’s eldest son,
Ludolf, who in the same way was secured a local position
by a match with the daughter of the last duke. But the
new dukes had not the power of their predecessors. Otto
carefully retained the highest prerogatives in his own hands,
and, by the systematic appointment of Counts Palatine to
watch over the interests of the crown, revived under another
name that central control of the local administration which
had, at an earlier period, been secured by the Carolingian
misst dominict,

The new dukes soon fell into the ways of their predeces-
sors. They rapidly identified themselves with the local
Its faiture,  traditions of their respective nations, and quickly
The Second  forgot the ties of blood and duty that bound
gcgu War,  them to King Otto. Henry of Bavaria and

Ludolf of Swabia soon took up diametrically
different Italian policies, and their intervention on different
sides in the struggle between the phantom Emperors, that
claimed to rule south of the Alps, practically forced upon
Otto a policy of active interference in Italy. TLudolf was
intensely disgusted that his father backed up the Italian
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policy of Henry, and began to intrigue with Frederick of
Mainz, Otto’s old enemy, Conrad of Lotharingia joined the
combination. . Even in Saxony, the enemies of Hermann
Billung welcomed the attack on Otto. At last in 953 a
new civil war broke out which, like the troubles of 938, was
in essence an attempt of the ‘nations’ to resist the growing
preponderance of the central power. But the rebels were
divided among each other, and partisans of local separatism

" found it doubly hard to bring about an effective combination.
The restless and turbulent Frederick of Mainz died during
the struggle. Conrad and Ludolf made their submission.
A terrible Hungarian inroad forced even the most reluctant
to make common cause with Otto against the barbarians..

. But the falling away of the dukes of the royal house_.had
taught Otto that some further means.were necessary, if he
desired to continue his policy of restraining the ¢nations’ in
the interest of monarchy and nation as a whole.. That fresh
support Otto found in the Church, the only living unity out-
side and beyond the local unities of the five nations.

v{/ Even King Henry had found it necessary, before the end
of his reign, to rely upon ecclesiastical support, especially in
his efforts to civilise the marks. There the fortified .
churches and monasteries became, like the new organisation
walled towns, centres of defence, besides being of the Marks,
the only homes of civilisation and culture in those wild
regions. But King Henry had not removed the danger of
Wendish_invasion, and the civil wars of Otto’s early years
gave a new opportunity for the heathen to ravage the German
frontiers. In the midst of Otto’s worst distress, Hermann
Billung kept the Wends at bay, and taught the Abotrites and
Wagrians, of the lands between the lower Elbe and the Baltic,
to feel the might-of the German arms. His efforts were ably
seconded by the doughty margrave, Gero, of the southern
Wendish mark. By their strenuous exertions the Slavs were
for the time driven away from German territory, and German
rule was extended as far as the Oder, so that a whole ring
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of organised marchlands protected the northern and eastern
frontiers. These marks became vigorous military states, pos-
sessing more energy and martial prowess than the purely
Teutonic lands west of the Elbe, and destined on that
account to play a part of extreme prominence in the future
history of Germany. Owing their existence to the good-will
and protection of the king, and having at their command
a large force of experienced warriors, the new margraves
or counts of the marches, who ruled these regions, gradually
became almost as powerful as the old dukes, and, for the
time at least, their influence was thrown on the side of the
king and kingdom. Under their guidance, the Slav peasantry
were gradually Christianised, Germanised, and civilised,
though it took many centuries to complete the process. Even
to this day the place-names in marks like Brandenburg and
Meissen show their Slavonic origin, and a Wendish-speaking
district still remains in the midst of the wholly German-
ised mark of Lausitz. To these regions Otto applied King
Henry’s former methods on a larger scale. Walled towns
became centres of trade, and refuges in times of invasion.
Monasteries arose, such as Quedlinburg, and that of St.
Maurice, Otto’s favourite saint, at Magdeburg. A whole
series of new bishoprics—Brandenburg and Havelberg, in the
Wendish mark ; Aarhus, Ripen, and Schieswig, in the Danish
mark —became the starting-points of the great missionary
enterprise that in time won over the whole frontier districts
to Christianity. Hamburg became the centre of the first
missions to Scandinavia. Never since the days of Charles the
Great had the north seen so great an extension of religion
and culture. There was many a reaction towards heathenism
and barbarism before the twelfth century finally witnessed the
completion of this side of Otto’s work.

The Hungarians were still untamed, and, profiting by
the civil war of 953, they now poured in overwhelming
numbers into south Germany, But the common danger was
met by common action. On roth August g55, Otto won
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a decisive victory on the Lechfeld, near Augsburg, at the
head of an army drawn equally from all parts of Germany,
and including among its leaders Conrad the Red, 1p. pattie
the former Duke of Lorraine, who died in the onthe
fight, This crushing defeat damped the waning “ePfei% s
energies of the Magyars, and the carrying out of the same
policy against them that had been so successful against their
northern neighbours resulted in the setting up of an east
mark (the later Austria), which carried German civilisation
far down the Danube, and effectually bridled the Magyars.
Tn these regions Henry of Bavaria did the work that Hermann
Billung and Gero were doing in the north. ‘The final defeat
of the barbarian marauders, and the wide extension of German
territory through the marks, are among Otto’s greatest titles
to fame. Moreover, Otto forced the rulers of more distant
lands to acknowledge his sovereignty, In 950 he invaded
9 Bohemia, and forced its duke, Boleslav, to do him homage.
Nor did he neglect the affairs of the more settled regions
of the west. -Already in 946 he had marched through north
L. ) France as far as the frontiers of Normandy, striking vigorous
blows in favour of the Carolingian Louis 1v.—who had
married his sister Gerberga, Duke Giselbert’s widow—
against his other son-in-law, Hugh the Great, the head of the
rival Robertian house [see page 69). He also took under his
protection Conrad the Pacific, the young king of the Arelate.
In civilising the marks Otto had striven hard to use
the Church to secure the extension of the royal power.
But the lay nobles were not slow to see that Otto’s
trust in bishops and abbots meant a lessening -,
of their influence, and resented any material ecclesiasti-
‘extension of ecclesiastical power, The Saxon ©3!Pelicy:
chieftains — half-heathens themselves at heart— did their
very best to prevent“the Christianisation of the Wends,
knowing that it would infallibly result in a close alliance
between the crown and the new Christians against their
old oppressors. -Even the churchmen of central Germany
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watched Otto’s policy with a suspicious eye. Typical of
this class is Archbishop Frederick of Mainz, the centre of
every conspiracy, and the would-be assassin of his sovereign.
If his policy had prevailed, the Church would have
become a disruptive force of still greater potency than
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the dukedoms. @:ut a new school of churchmen was
growing up willing to co-operate with Otto.) His youngest
brother, Bruno, presided over his chancery, and made
the royal palace as in Carolingian times the centre of the
intellectual life of Germany. Bruno ‘restored.’ as we are
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told, ‘the long-ruined fabric of the seven liberal arts,’ and,
like our Alfred, was at the same time the scholar and the
statesman. From his efforts sprang that beginning of the
general improvement of the German clergy that made possible
the imperial reformation of the Papacy. Moreover, Bruno
carried out a reform of discipline and of monastic life that soon
made Germany a field ripe to receive the doctrines that were
now beginning to radiate from Cluny to the remotest parts of the
Christian world. Side by side with the religious revival came
the intellectual revival that Bruno had fostered. Widukind of
Corvey wrote the annals of the Saxons; the abbess Hrotswitha
of Gandersheim sang Otto’s praises in Latin verse, and wrote
Latin comedies, in which she strove to adopt the methods of
Terence to subjects chosen in order to enhance the glories
of religious virginity. The literary spirit touched Otto himself
so far that he learnt to read Latin, though he never succeeded
in talking it. Under Bruno’s care grew up a race of clerical
statesmen, far better fitted to act as Otto’s ministers than the
lay aristocracy with its insatiable greed, ruthless cruelty, and
insufferable arrogance. It now became Otto’s policy, since
he had failed to wrest the national duchies to subserve his
policy, to fill up the great sees with ministerial ecclesiastics
of the new school. The highest posts were reserved to
his own family. His faithful brother, Bruno, became Arch-
bishop of Cologne, and was furthermore intrusted with the
administration of Lotharingia. Otto’s bastard son, William,
succeeded the perfidious Frederick as Archbishop of Mainz.
Otto now stood forth as the protector of the clergy against the
lay nobles, who, out of pure greed, were in many cases aiming
at a piecemeal secularisation of ecclesiastical property. The
incapacity of a spiritual lord to take part in trials affecting life
and limbs had already led to each bishop and abbot, who
possessed feudal jurisdiction, being represented by a lay
‘Vogt’ (advocatus) in those matters with which he was himself
incompetent to deal. The lay nobles sought to make their
‘advocacy’ the pretext of a gradual extension of their power
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until the bishop or abbot became their mere dependant. But
this course was not to the interest of the crown. If the
domains of the crown were to be administered by the local
magnates or to be alienated outright, if the jurisdiction of the
crown was to be cut into by grants of immunities to feudal
chieftains, it was much better that these should be put into
spiritual rather than into secular hands.  Otto therefore posed
as the protector and patron of the Church. Vast grants of
lands and immunities were made to the bishops and abbots,
and the appointment to these high posts, or at least the in-
vestiture of the prelates with the symbols of their office,

.was carefully kept for the king. The clergy, who in the

days of Henry had feared lest the king should lay hands on
their estates, joyfully welcomed Otto’s change of front. It
was not clear to.them as it was to Otto, that the royal favour

to the Church was conditional on the Church acting as the *

chief servant of the State. Ott6 would brook no assertion of
ecclesiastical independence, such as had of 6ld so often set
bounds to the empire of the Carolings. He desired to attach
the Church to the-State'by chains of steel; but he carefully
gilded.the chains, and the ‘German clergy, who were neither
strong theologians nor sticklers for ecclesiastical propriety,
entered as a body into that dependence on the throne which
was to last for the best part of a century, and which was in
fact the indispensable cohdition of the power of the Saxon
kings in Germany. The unity of the Church became as in
England the pattern of the unity of the State, and in a land
which had no sense of civil unity, Saxon and Frank, Lorrainer
and Bavarian were made to feel that they had common ties
as citizens of the Christian commonwealth.

The first efforts of Otto ‘towards the conciliation and sub-

jection-of the clergy were surprisingly successful, He next
Resistance formed a scheme of withdrawing eastern Saxony
of Wiltiam and the Wendish march from obedience to the
of Mainz. Archblshop of Mainz, and setting up a new Arch-
bishop of Magdeburg as metropolitan of these regions. It

*
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was a well-designed device to give further unity to those-
warlike and loyal regions upon which Otto’s power was
ultimately based., But his own son, Archbishop William,
violently opposed a scheme which deprived the see of Mainz
of the obedience of many of its suffragans. William’s repre-
sentations to Rome induced the Pope to take no steps to
carry out Otto’s plan. The king was deeply incensed, but
the check taught him a lesson. ‘He learnt that after all, the
German Church was not self-contained or self-sufficing. Over
the German Church ruled the Roman Pope. ( He could only
ensure the obedience of the German Church by securing the

. submission or the co-operation of the head of the Christian

Op

world. ) So long as the Pope was outside his power, Otto’s
ream of dominating Germany through churchmen seemed

likely to end in a rude awakening. complete this aspect .
f-his policy required vigorous intervention in Italy_.)

The condition of Italy had long been one of deplorable
anarchy. After the death of the Emperor Berengar in g24
had put an end to the best chance of setting up a national
Italian kingdom, things went from bad to worse. The
Saracens, having’ plundered ‘its coasts, settled down in its
southern regions side by side with the scanty remnants of the
Byzantine power. Thus all southern Italy was withdrawn
altogether from the sphere of western influence. But in
the centre and north things were far worse. The inroads of
the barbarians were but recently over, and had left their
mark behind in poverty, famine, pestilence and disorder,
Great monasteries like Subiaco and Farfa were in ruins,
The Hungarians had penetrated to the heart of central Italy.
The Saracens from their stronghold of Freinet, amidst the
‘mountains of the Moors’ of the western R1v1era, had
devastated Provence, and had held possession of the passes -
of the Alps. If the growth of feudalism, with State of
its permanent military system and its strong Italy,-
castles, had already repelled the barbarians, the 94795
price paid for deliverance was the cutting up of sovereignty
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among a muititude of petty territorial lords. The rising tide
of feudal anarchy had almost overwhelmed the city civilisation
which had been, since Roman times, the special feature of
Italian life. A swarm of greedy feudal counts and marquises
struggled against each other for power, and a series of phantom
Emperors reduced to an absurdity the once all-powerful name
of Cesar. There was still a nominal Italian or Lombard
king, who claimed the suzerainty over all northern and central
Italy. Butin their zeal for local freedom, the Italians had en-
couraged quarrels for the supreme power. ¢ The Italians, said
Liutprand of Cremona, ‘always wish to have two masters, in
order to keep the one in check by the other.” After the death
of the Emperor Berengar, in 924 [see Period 1. pp. 463-7),
Rudolf of Burgundy reigned for nearly three years. On his
fall in 926, Hugh of Provence was chosen his successor, apd
held the name at least of king till his death in 946.JFhere
then arose two claimants to the Italian crown-—Lothair, son
of Hugh of Provence, and Berengar, Marquis of Ivrea, the
grandson of the Emperor Berengar. Neither was strong
enough to defeat the other, and both looked for help from
the warlike Germans. It is however significant that they
sought support, not from the distant Saxon king, but
from the neighbouring dukes of Swabia and Bavaria, whose
dominions extended to the crest of the Alps. Lothair begged
the help of Ludolf of Swabia, while Berengar called in Henry
of Bavaria. The latter gave the most efficient assistance, and
Lothair in despair was negotiating for help from Constantinople
when he was cut off by death (g950), leaving his young and
beautiful widow, Adelaide of Burgundy, to make what re-
sistance she might to Berengar of Ivrea. But there was no
chance of a woman holding her own in these stormy times,
and Adelaide was soon a prisoner in the hands of the victorious
marquis. She naturally looked over the Alps to her German
friends and kinsfolk, and both Ludolf and Henry, already on
the verge of war on account of their former differences as te
Italian policies, were equally willing to come to her assistance
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Henry now raised pretensions to the great city of Aquileia and
the north-eastern corner of the -Italian peninsula.- He now
aspired, as the protector of Adelaide, his former foe, to unite
the Bavarian duchy with the Italian kingdom. Ludolf, more
active than his uncle, appeared in the valley of the Po intent
on a similar mission. Otto, ever on the watch to prevent the
extension of the ducal powers, saw with dismay the prospect
of his brother'’s or son’s aggrandisement. He resolved by
prompt personal intervention to secure the prize for himself.

In 951, Otto successfully carried out his first expedition to
Italy. He met with no serious resistance, and on 23rd Septem-
ber entered in triumph in to Pavia, the old capital of o, gine
the Lombard kings. Adelaide was released from of Italy,
her captivity, and appeared in Pavia. Otto, who "
was now a widower, forthwith married her, assumed the
crown of Italy, and fruitlessly negotiated with the Pope
to bring about his coronation as Emperor. But Otto soon
crossed the Alps, leaving Conrad of Lorraine to carry on
war against Berengar. Next year, however, a peace was
patched up. * Berengar was recognised as vassal king of Italy,
with Otto as his overlord, and the lands between the Adige
and Istria—the mark of Verona and Aquileia—were confirmed
to Duke Henry, who thus drew substantial advantage from
his brother’s intervention. The revolt of Ludolf and Conrad
in 953 was largely due to their disgust at Otto’s vigorous and
successful defeat of their schemes.

Nine years elapsed before Otto again appeared in Italy.
Though he needed the help of the Papacy more than ever,
its condition was not one that could inspire much Position of
hope. It was the period of the worst degradation the Papacy,
into which the Roman See ever fell. For more 949
than a generation the Popes had almost ceased to exercise
any spiritual influence. The elections to the Papacy had.
been controlled by a ring of greedy and corrupt Roman
-nobles, conspicuous among whom was the fair but dissolute
Theodora and her daughters Marozia, wife of the Marquis



30 European History, g18-1273

Alberic 1. of Camerino, and the less important Theodora the
younger. Imperialist partisans like Liutprand of Cremona
have drawn the character of these ladies in the darkest and
most lurid colours ; but, allowing for monastic exaggeration,
it is hard to see how the main outlines of the picture can be
untrue. With all their vices, they did not lack energy. Pope

John x. (914-928), an old lover and partisan of Theodora,
' was not destitute of statecraft, and did much to incite the
Italians to drive away the Saracens of the south; but,
quarrelling with Marozia, he had to succumb to her second
husband, Guido, Marquis of Tuscany. After John’s death
in prison in 928, Marozia became mistress of Rome, and
made and unmade Popes at her pleasure. She married as
her third husband, Hugh of Provence, the nominal king of
the Italians, and procured the election of her second son, &
youth of twenty, to the Papacy, under the name of John xIL
About g32 her elder son, Alberic 11., a strong, unscrupulous
but efficient tyrant, whose character found many parallels in
later Italian history, drove his father-in-law out of Rome,
and reduced the city to some sort of order under his
own rule. His policy seems to have been to turn the patri-
mony of St. Peter into an aristocratic republic, controlled by
his house, and leaving to the Pope no functions that were not
purely spiritual. He took the title of ¢ Prince and Senator
of all the Romans’ He kept his brother, Pope John xI
(931-936), and the subsequent Popes, in strict leading
strings, and retained his power until his death in 954. His
dreams of hereditary power seemed established when his
young son Octavian succeeded him as a ruler of Rome,
and in 955 also ascended the papal throne as John xin

john x11., But the new Pope, who thus united the ecclesi-
955:964- astical with the temporal lordship of Rome,
looked upon things purely with the eye of a skilful but
unscrupulous statesman. His great ambition was to make
his house supreme throughout middle Italy, and he soon
found that King Berengar whose claims grew greater now
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that Otto was back beyond the Alps, was the chief obstacle
in the way of carrying out his designs. He therefore appealed
to Otto for aid against Berengar. In 957 Ludolf of Swabia
was sent by his father to wage war against Berengar, but,
after capturing Pavia, Ludolf .was earried off by fever, and
Beiengar then resumed his successes. In g6o John sent an
urgent appeal to Otto to come to his assistance.

Otto had, ‘as we have seen, long felt the need of the
support of the Papacy in carrying out his schemes over the
German Church.- The'wished-for opportunity of effecting a

close alliance with the head of the Church was now offered by = *°

the Pope himself, and the monastic reformers, disciples of

‘Bruno, or of the new congregation of Cluny, urged.him to’

restore peace. and order to the distracted Italian Church.

+ In 961 Otto procured the election and coronation oo crowned
of Otto, his young son by Adelaide, as king of the Emperor, g6a.
Germans. In August he marched over the Brenner at the
head of a stately host. On 3rst January 962 he entered

Rome. On 2znd February he was- crowned Emperor by

John x1r. v

The coronation of Otto had hardly among contemporarxes
the extreme importance which has been ascribed to it by later
writers. Since the fall of the Carolingians there

Consequences

had been so many nominal emperors that the title ofthe revival
in itself could not much affect Otto’s position. of the Roman
Neither was the assumption of the imperial mpire:
title the starting-pd\i/fg so much as the result of Otto’s
intervention in Italy.vBut the dame of Roman Emperor, when
assumed by ‘a-strong prince, gave unity and legitimacy to
Otto’s power both over Germany and Italy. And in Germany
no less ‘than in Italy there was no unity outside that which
adhered to the Roman tradition. Yet the imperial title made
very little difference in the character and policy of Otto. He
never sought,-like Charles the Great, to build up an imperial
administrative system or an 1mper1al jurisprudence. Even in
Germany there was still no law but thelocal laws of the five

.
4
.

————
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nations. And there was no effort whatever made to extend
into Italy the rude system on which Otto based his power in
Germany. |Still the combination of the legitimacy of the
imperial position with the strength of the Teutonic kingship
did gradually bring about a very great change, both in Germany
and Italy, though it was rather under Otto’s successors than
under Otto himself that the full consequences of this were
felt. yYet Otto was the founder of the mediaval ¢ Holy Roman
Empire of the German Nation,” and the orginator of that
close connection of Germany with Italy on which both the
strength and the weakness of that Empire reposed. Modern
e WY
Germans have reproached Mglecngh the truc
development of his German realm in the pursuit of the
shadow_of an unattainable Emmre The criticism 1s hardly
just mg__m;o his Italian policy
by the necessitiés of his_ German position, and who could
har&ly Be expec?e‘d' tom' béyond~the Tmmediate wark
before him, to far-off ideals of national unity and national
monarchy that were utterly strange to him and to his age.
Otto came into Italy to_win over the Pope to his side~ He.
looked upon his Roman coronation as mainly important,
beﬁi_fs&ji_gabled him to complete his subjection of. the
German Church with the help of his new ally Pope Jobn.
he first result of the alliance of Pope and Emperor was
the completion of the reorganisation of the German Church
for which Otto had been striving so long. The Pope held
a synod at St. Peter’s, in which Otto’s new archbishoprie of
Magdeburg was at last sanctioned. But Otto, who lovked
upon the Pope as the chief ecclesiastic of his Empire, was as
Otto's anxious to limit Roman pretensions as he had been
motives.  to curb the power of the see of Mainz. He issued
a charter which, while confirming the ancient claims of the
Papacy to the whole region in middle Italy that had been
termed so long the patrimony of St. Peter, reserved strictly
the imperial supremacy over it. He provided that no Pope
should be consecrated until he had taken an oath of fealty
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to the Emperor. The Pope was thus reduced, like ihe
German bishops, to a condition of subjection to the state. _{
Otto now left Rome to carry on his campaign against

Berengar, who had fled for refuge to his Alpine castles.
John xi1. now took the alarm, and quickly allied o, .0 1.
himself with his old foe against his new friend. Italian policy
Otto marched back to Rome, and in 963 held a 997>

+“ synod, mostly of Italian bishops, in which John was deposed
for murder, sacrilege, perjury, and other gross offences, and a
new Pope set up, who took the name of Leo viiL, and who
was frankly a dependant of the Emperor. John escaped
to his strongholds, fhiding himself like a wild beast in the
woods and hills,” and refusing to recognise the sentence passed
upon him. The need of fighting Berengar again forced Otto
to withdraw from Rome. During his absence the fickle
citizens-repudiated his authority, and called back John. But
hardly was the youthful Pope restored to authority than he
suddenly died in May 964. His partisans chose at once as his
successor Benedict v. )

Otto now hurried back to Rome, and attended a synod,
‘held by Leo viiL, which condemned Benedict and reaffirmed
;the. claims of Leo. There was no use in opposing thé mighty
g‘;Emperor, and Benedict made an abject submission. Sinking on

© his knees before Otto, he cried, ‘ If I have in anywise sinned,
have ‘mercy upon me.’ He was banished beyond the Alps,
and died soon afterwards. His fall made patent the
ependence of the Papacy on Otto. A last revolt of the
omans was now sternly suppressed. When Otto, flushed
with triumph, marched northwards against Berengar, Leo’s
successor, John XL, humbly followed in his train. The
young king Otto now crossed the Alps, and accompanied
his father on a fresh visit to Rome, where, on Christmas day
'967, John xu1 crowned him as Emperor. Henceforth
father and-son were joint rulers. Otto had done his best
-4 to make both German kingdom and Roman Empire
hereditaty. - .
PERIOD IL

Jx&k-' W;\a i v
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The last years of Otto’s reign were full of triumph. Secure
in the obedience of the Church, he ruled both Germany
.~and Italy with an ever-increasing authority. The

Otto’s . . . .
imperiat - -‘Magdeburg archbishopric received new suffragans
position, in the sees of Zeiz, Meissen, and Merseburg. A
new era of peace and prosperity dawned. The
German dukes were afraid to resist so mighty a power. The
division of Lotharingia into the two duchies of Upper and
Lower Lorraine which naw took place was the first step in the
gradual process that soon began to undermine the unity of the
traditional ‘nations’ of the German people. Beyond his
Teutonic kingdom the kings of the barbarous north and
east paid Otto an increasing obedience. The marauding
heathens of an earlier generation were now becoming
settled cultivators of the soil, Christian and civilised. Their
dukes looked up to Otto as an exemplar of the policy
which they themselves aspired to realise. The dukes of
Poland and Bohemia performed homage to Otto as Emperor.
Ambassadors from distant lands, France, Denmark, Hungary,
Russia, and Bulgaria, flocked "around his throne. He
intervened with powerful effect in the West Frankish king-
dom. He. aspired to the domination of southern Italy,
and, having won over to his side the powerful Pandulf,
prince of Capua and Benevento, he enlarged that prince’s
dominions and erected them into a mark to withstand the
assaults of the Arabs and Greeks of southern Italy. But
while waging war against the Mohammedans, Otto was
anxious to be on good terms with the Romans of the East.
The accession of John Zimisces to the Eastern Empire [see
pages 161-162] gave Otto his opportunity. ‘The new lord of
Constantinople offered the hand of Theophano, daughter of
Marriage of  his predecessor Romanus 11, as the bride of the
gle young  young Otto 11, with Greek Italy as her marriage

tto and . .

Theophano, portion. The Emperor welcomed the opportunity
o73. to win peacefully what he had sought in
vain to acquire by war. Early in 972 Theophano was
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crowned by John xmi1. at Rome, and immediately afterwards

married to the young Emperor. The gorgeous festivities )

that attended this union of East and West brought clearly
before the world the reality of Otto’s power. ‘

Otto was now growing old, and had outlived miost’of his
fellow-workers. His brother Henry had died soon after the
battle on the Lechfeld. His bastard son William had already
sunk into a premature grave. Now came’ the news of.the
death of the faithful Hermann Billung. In the spring of 973
Otto went on progress for the last time through [0 o
his ancestral domains on the slopes of the'Harz. oto1.,
Death came upon him suddenly as he was cele- %*
brating the Whitsuntide feast in his palace at Memleben.
He was buried beside his first wife, the English Edith, in his
favourite sanctuary of St. Maurice of Magdeburg, raised by
his care to metropolitan dignity. @is long and busy life

had not only restored some sort of peace and,prosperity,to
two—distracted nations, _but hls__pohcy had_begun a n new

“cstoplns

development of western history that was to last nearly three

Ccentufies, and_was to determine its general dxrectlon Jup to

the‘Reformatlon )He had Built up a mighty state in an age
S————-

of anarchy. He had made Germany strong and. peaceful,

and the leading power of Europe. He had subjected the -

Church and pacified Italy. Under him the Roman Empire
had again acquired in some real sense the lordship of the
civilised world.

. THE CRESCENTIL
THEODORA

_— ; 1
M AROZIA 72, (1) ALBERIC 1., Marquis of Camerino THEODORA
2) Guipo, Marquis of Tuscany (the younger)()
3) HucH, King of Italy
(1) | (1)
|
ALBERIC 11, POPE JOHN %1 CRESCENTIUS I, (Duke)
(@. 954) (931-936) : (981)
¥oPE JouN xiI. (Octavhn) CrescerTius 1. (Patrician)
(955-964) : (998)

- CrescenTivs I, (Patrician)
(1013)

N



CHAPTER III

THE GERMAN EMPIRE AT THE HEIGHT OF ITS POWER;
THE LATER SAXON AND EARLY SALIAN EMPERORS

(973-1056)*

I'he reign of Otto 11.—Break-up of Bavaria—Projects of Crusade—War and
Alliance with Greek Empire—The Reign of Otto 111.— Regency of
Theophano and Bavarian Revolt—Otto and the Bishops—Gerbert of
Aurillac—-Visionary Schemes of Otto—His failure—Reign of Henry 11, —
The two Conrads—Reign of Conrad 11.—His Italian and Slavonic Policy
—Union, of Arelate and Empire—Fiefs declared Hereditary—Aribert—
Reign of Henry 111.—His Policy in the East, France, Germany, and Italy
—Synod of Sutri—Death of Henry 111,

OTTO 1L Was eighteen years of age when the death of his
father made him sole ruler. His education and surround-

Otto I1., ings gave his policy a very different direction from

973-9%3- that of Otto 1. The elder prince was purely
German, and even in winning the imperial crown sought
to subserve a Teutonic object. His son, born and reared
in the purple, Burgundian or Italian on his mother’s side,
and married to a Byzantine Emperor’s daughter, took wider
views. To Otto 1. Italy was as important as Germany, and
his ambition was to weld the two realms together in a solid
imperial unity, while constantly keeping his eyes even beyond
these two kingdoms. To him the Emperor’s lordship of the
world was a reality, and he strove with all the force of an ardent,
impetuous, and impulsive nature to give effect to his ideal.
But while Otto 11.’s short reign witnessed the Empire assuming
a more universal character, it also saw the first signs of that
essential incompatibility between the position of German

! For authorities see note to chapter ii.
£
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king and Roman Emperor which, in after ages, was to bear
such bitter fruit.

Despite the quictness of Otto 1.’s last years, the difficulties
against which the old Emperor had struggled still remained.
The separatist spirit of the national dukedoms still lived on
in Bavaria, and had only been temporarily glossed over by
the good understanding between Otto 1. and Duke Henry.
Judith, the widow of Duke Henry, now ruled Bavaria in the
name of her son Henry 11, surnamed the Quarrelsome, while
she controlled Swabia through her influence on her daughter
Hedwig, and Hedwig's aged husband, the Swabian Duke
Burkhard. Otto 11. saw the danger of a close union between
the two southern duchies, and, on Burkhard’s death, invested
his nephew Otto, Duke Ludolf’s son, with Swabia. Judith and
her partisans were instantly aroused. A new civil war was
threatened, in which the Bavarians did net scruple to call in
the help of the Bohemians and Poles. But the young Emperor’s
vigorous measures proved fatal to the attempted rebellion,
and Otto took the opportunity of his triumph to Break-up of
lessen the influence of the Bavarian dukes by the Bavarian
intrusting, to separate margraves, the east mark, DUchy:976-8
on the Danube (the later Austria), and the north mark be-
tween the Danube and the Bohemian Forest. The great -
highland marchland of Carinthia and Carniola, with which still
went the Italian March of Verona, or Friuli, was constituted -
a seventh duchy. The rest of the Bavarian duchy was con-
sighed to the care of the faithful Otto of Swabia. Judith
was shut up in a convent. Henry the Quarrelsome fled to
Bohemia, whence he.made subsequent unsuccessful attempts
to recover his position. Thus the Emperor triumphed, but
be had simply to do over again the work of his father. It
was a thankless business, and showed how insecure were the
very foundations of the German kingdom. But for the rest
of his short reign Germany gave Otto but little trouble. The
extension of Christianity among Wends, Poles, and Bohemians
gave Magdeburg and Mainz new suffragans in the Bishops
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of Gnesen and Prague, though renewed attacks on the
marches soon taught Otto that the Christianised Slavs were
scarcely less formidable enemies than their heathen fathers
had been.

In 978 Otto marched with a great army almost to the walls
of Paris to avenge on the Carolingian king, Lothair, his
Warwith  attempt to withdraw Lorraine from the imperial
France, ¢78.  obedience [see page 70]. Few of his acts bring
out more clearly his imperial position than this long progress
through hostile territory. But Italy was the scene of Otto m.’s
most famous actions, and best illustrates his high conception
of the imperial dignity. Rome was, as usual, a constant
source of trouble. A series of insignificant Pontiffs succeeded
John xm; but above them towered the noble Roman,
Crescentius  Crescentius, Duke of the Romans, perhaps the
at Rome, 980 5on of the younger Theodora, Marozia’s sister, who
aspired to renew the great part played by Alberic 1. In
980 Otto crossed the Alps for Italy, and on his approach the
opposition was shattered. In 981 he restored the Pope to
Rome, whence he had fled from fear of Crescentius, and
forced Crescentius himself to withdraw into the seclusion of
a monastery, where a few years later he died. The need of
protection still kept the Papacy faithful to the imperial
alliance.

Otto now assumed new responsibilities directly flowing
from his position as Emperor. The Mohammedan lords of
Sicily had re-established themselves in southern Italy, and
threatened the march of Benevento. Otto marched to the
Campaigne  help of the Lombard Duke of Benevento. Atthe

against same time he sought to make a reality of the
Greeks and . . .

Saracens, cession of Greek Italy, the promised portion of
981-982. Theophano, but which, owing to the unwilling-

ness of the Byzantines, had never actually come into his
hands. In 981 and 982 Otto carried on successful war in
southern Ttaly. A whole series of Greek towns— Salerno,
Bari, Taranto--fell into his hands In the summer of 98z
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Otto traversed the .old road of Pyrrhus, along the Gulf
of Taranto, and defeated the Arabs at Cotrone (the ancient
- Croton), slaying Abul Cassim, the Ameer of Sicily, in the
fight. A few days later Otto fell into a Saracen ambush
as he pursued his route along the narrow road between
the Calabrian mountains and the sea. His army was almost
destroyed, though he himself, aftér a series of remarkable
adventures, succeeded in eluding his enemies.

Germans and Italians vied with each other in their
efforts to restore the Emperor's preponderance. In 983 a
remarkable Diet assembled at Verona, in which the pietof
magnates of Germany and Italy sat side by side, Veronaand
to show that the two realms constituted but one 2‘;‘22252‘,‘
Empire. The spirit that a century later inspired 983
the Crusades first appeared in this remarkable assembly.
It was resolved to follow the Emperor on a holy war against
the Mussulmans. That the succession might be peacefully
secured during his absence the magnates chose as their
future ruler the little Otto, his three-years-old son by
Theophano., Preparations were then made for the war
against Islam. But the rising commercial city of Venice,
jealous of the imperial policy, and already enriching itself
by trade with the enemies of- the Christian faith, refused to
supply the necessary ships for an expedition against Sicily,
the centre of the infidel power. Otto sought to block up
the land approaches to the recalcitrant town, but, secure
in her impregnable lagoons, Venice was able to defy the
Emperor. The news of a Wendish invasion now came from
Germany; and the disturbed condition of Rome again de-
manded Otto’s personal presence. There he laboured with
feverish earnestness to prepare for his mighty task ; but there
he was smitten with a sudden and deadly disease, p . of
that carried bim off on 7th December ¢83. He OttoIl,
was only twenty-eight years old. His body was %%
buried, as became a Roman Emperor, in the Church of St.
Peter’s, The difficulties which had proved almost too much
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for the strong and capable grown man, were now to be faced,
as best they might be, by his young widow Theophano, the
regent of the new lord of the world, a child scarcely four
years of age.

The German Empire rested almost entirely on the warlike
character of its head, and any failure of the central military
power involved the gravest evils. A wave of heathen re-
action burst from the Wendish and Danish lands into the
very heart of the Saxon Empire. In the south, Islam, excited
by the threatened Crusade, menaced the centre of the Christian
world. It seemed as if the Empire of the Ottos was on the
verge of dissolution, when Henry the Quarrelsome, the deposed
Revolt of Duke of Bavaria, came back, and, by claiming the
Henry of regency from Theophano, added the terrors of
Bavaria, 8. jnternal discord to those of barbarian invasion.
At first Henry made good progress, and, advancing in his
claims, began to covet the crown itself. The Dukes of Poland
and Bohemia paid him homage, and Lothair of France eagerly
supported him. It was more important that Henry had
won over many of the bishops, who, as the natural result of
Otto .'s policy, had the balance of power in their hands.
He also secured the person of the young Otto 1. But, as
the Archbishop of Magdeburg favoured Henry, the lay nobles
of the Wendish mark, who hated their clerical supplanters, -
and Archbishop Willegis of Mainz, who still looked with
detestation on the mushroom primacy on the Elbe, declared
for Theophano. The adhesion of the mass of the Saxon
nation at last secured the victory of the Greek. Henry was
forced to submit, and was pacified by being restored to his
duchy of Bavaria.

Otto 111. owed his throne to the clergy. The influence of
the bishops kept Germany quiet during the regency of
Regency of Theophano. The fall of the last of the West
Theophano, Frankish Carolingians, and the accession of
%#3-997. Hugh Capet in 987, prevented any furthet
danger from the French side, while on the east, the Margrave
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Eckhard of Meissen hurled back the Slavonic invaders, and
cleverly set the Bohemians and the Poles by the ears.
Adelaide, Otto’s grandmother, ruled Italy from the old
Lombard capital of Pavia. She was less fortunate than her
daughter-in-law, with whom, moreover, her relations were not
cordial. Rome fell away almost altogether, so that a French
synod at Reims (995) was able, with good reason, to denounce
the scandals that degraded the Papacy, and to threaten that
France, like~the east, might be provoked into breaking off
all connections with the See of Peter. John Crescentius,
son of the man driven by Otto . into a cloister, renewed
the policy of his father, and, taking the name of Patrician,
ruled over Rome with little opposition.

Theophano died in gg91. No new regent was appointed,
but a council of regency set up, prominent among its members
being the Empress Adelaide, Willegis of Mainz, Rute of the
Eckhard of Meissen, and Henry, Duke 0f pishops and
Bavaria, son and successor of Henry the Quarrel- education of
some. The composition of this body was a °5% %%
further proof of the extension of ecclesiastical influence. But
an even more significant indication of this was the fact that
the young king was broughit up almost entirely under the
direction of highly-placed churchmen. Willegis of Mainz,
and Bernward, Bishop of Hildesheim, the future saint, were
the two prelates most directly responsible for his education.
The result was that, though the young king spent his early
years amidst his fierce and half-barbarous Saxon subjects, he
became still less of a German than Otto 11, and was pos-
sessed by ideals that stand in the strongest contrast with
those of his predecessors. ~Bernward caused him to be
schooled in the best culture of his time, and gave him an abid-
ing love of letters and learned men. He also strongly inspired
the quick-witted and sympathetic youth with the ascetic views
and the sacerdotal sympathies of the Cluniacs. - Thus Otto
became enthusiastically religious, and ever remained a devout
pilgrim to holy places and seeker out of inspired anchorites
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and saints. Moreover, Otto inherited from Theophano all

the high Byzantine notions of the sacredness of the Empire,

and, seeking to combine the two aspects of his education, his

mind was soon filled with glowing visions of a kingdom of

God on earth, in which Pope and Emperor ruled in har-

mony over a world that enjoyed perfect peace and idyllic

happiness. Otto’s ideals were generous, noble, and unselfish ;

but in the irén age in which he lived they were hopelessly

unpractical. The young king lived to become the ‘wonder

of the world’ and the ‘renewer of the Empire.’ But his early

death came none too soon to hide the vanity of his ambitions.

e (At best, he was the first of that long line of brilliant and

2 :'Z,"é». attractive failures which it was the special mission of the

! medizval Empire to produce. og{&::‘; el

?W .~ In 996 Otto attained his legal majority, and crossed the

’J\”"Z,"' {’f /A]ps to seek his coronation at Rome as Emperor. The king

\ A" ortos and his army marched as though bound on a

W\ coronation  pilgrimage, or like the crusading hosts of a cen-

(5-“"/ tk xt Rome, 06 tyry later. As they entered the Lombard plain,

- g\dlf’ the news came that the Papacy was vacant, and a deputation

N AL @ of Romans, tired of the tyranny of Crescentius, begged Otto

\i’: %, to nominate a new Pope. The young king at once appointed

W ,p\“f/ his cousin,, Bruno, grandson of Conrad the Red and Liut-

B Gregory v., garde, daughter of Otto 1, a youth of four-and-

Dﬁgo 996-999. twenty, and a zealous champion of the Cluniacs,

A who took the name of Gregory v. On 25th May 996, Otto
v,)’{" }'was crowned by Gregory at Rome.

})“"‘ " Pope and Emperor strove at once to embody their theories

wj’y,ﬁ} in acts. The proceedings of the anti-papal synod of Reims

_ o <4 were annulled ; its nominee to the see of Reims, Gerbert of

W ;;'A(:_ > Aurillac, was forced to yield up his post to the worldly

Qo\" Arnulf that the synod strove in vain to depose. The whole

French episcopate bowed in submission before the new Pope,

and Gerbert soon repudiated his earlier teachings. The

French king, Robert, was visited with the severest censures

of the Church for contracting a marriage within the prohibited
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degrees. The holy Adalbert, the apostle of Bohemia, but
driven from his see of Prague by a pagan reaction, was
sternly ordered to return to his bishopric, or, if that were
impossible, to engage in a new mission to the heathen.
Adalbert chose the latter alternative, and his early death
at the hands of the heathen Prussians made him the proto-
martyr of the new order that Otto and Gregory were striving
to introduce. But while the two enthusiasts were busy in the
regeneration of the universe, they were unable to maintain
themselves in the very centre of their power. A new Roman
rebellion brought back Crescentius. Only through [,
the help of the iron soldiery of the Saxon borders, crescentius,
headed by the valiant Eckhard of Meissen, could %%
Otto win back the Eternal City to his obedience. In 998
Rome surrendered, and Crescentius atoned for his rebellion
on the scaffold. ‘
An early death now cut off Gregory v., and Otto raised
Gerbert of Aurillac? to the papal throne. Gerbert was quite
the most remarkable man of his age. A poor gerbert
Frenchman of obscure birth from the uplands of Aurillac.
" of the centre, he received his first schooling in a cloister at
his native Aurillac, where he took the monastic vows.
Borrel, a pious Count of Barcelona, made his acquaintance
while visiting Aurillac on a pilgrimage, and took him back
with him to the Spanish march. There Gerbert abode some
years, and there he acquired that profound knowledge of
mathematics which had perhaps filtered into the march from
the Mussulman schools of Cordova, and which gave him in
the unlearned north a reputation for extraordinary learning,
if not for magical skill. Ever eager for knowledge, he accom-
panied his patron to Italy, and attracted the notice of Otto 1.
Finally he settled down at Reims, attracted by the fame of

1 Havet’s Lettres de Gerbert (Picard’s ¢ Collection de Textes’), with the
editor’s introdaction, are a chief authority for Gerbert’s history and policy.
. See also an article on Gerbert by Mr. R, Allen, in the English Historical
Review, vol, vii. pp. 625-663.



44 European History, 918-1273

a certain archdeacon who taught in the cathedral school.
The good Archbishop Adalbero made Gerbert ‘scholasticus’
of the school at Reims. Accompanying the archbishop
to Italy, Gerbert received from Otto 11 the headship of
Columban’s old abbey of Bobbio, and speedily reformed its
lax discipline. On Otto 1’s death, the angry monks drove
him away, and he went back to Reims and resumed his
teaching as ‘scholasticus” He dominated the policy of the
archbishop in the critical years that saw the accession of
Hugh Capet to the French throne [see pages 70-71], but on
Adalbero’s death was ungratefully passed over by Hugh,
whose interests procured the election of Arnulf, an unlearned
but high-born Carolingian, to the great see. A few years
later, Arnulf was deposed by the synod of 945, and Gerbert
put in his place. But Arnulf still claimed to be archbishop,
and Gerbert went to Italy to plead his cause with Gregory v,
Finding his chances hopeless, he closely attached himself to
Otto 1., with whom he had strong affinities in character.
Gerbert loved pomp and splendour, was attracted by Otto’s
high ideals, and was of a pliant, complaisant, and courtier-like
disposition. He was made Archbishop of Ravenna to com-
pensate him for the loss of Reims. When elevated to the
Papacy, he chose to call himself Sylvester 11. As Sylvester 1.
had stood to the first Christian Emperor, so would Sylvester 11.
stand to the new Constaatine. Under him the close alliance
of Pope and Emperor was continued as fervently as during
he lifetime of Gregory v.
\nOtto’s plans grew more mystical and visionary. Rome,
and Rome alone, could be the seat of the renewed Empire,
visionary  and Otto began the building of an imperial palace
:;t‘:;':::l“ on the Aventine on the site of the abode of the
Sylvester 11., early Cesars, He abandoned the simple life of a
999-1003. Saxon etheling, which had been good enough for
his father and grandfather, and secluded his sacred person
from a prying world by all the devices of Byzantine court-
etiquette and Oriental exclusiveness. His court officials
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dropped their old-fashioned Teutonic titles, and were renamed
after the manner of Constantinople.” The chamberlain became
the Profovestiarius, the counsellor the logothetes, the generals
were comiles imperialis militie, and their subordinates proto-
spatharit, The close union of the Pope and Emperor in
a theocratic polity was still better illustrated by the institu-
tion of the judices palatii ordinarii. They were of the mystic
number of seven, ecclesiastics by profession, and were to act
as supreme judges in ordinary times, but were also to ordain
he Emperor (a new ceremony to be substituted for Coronation)

and to elect the Pope. But apart from its fantastic character,
he whole policy of Ottodepended upon a personal harmony

!.bstween Pope and Emperor. Even under Otto himself this

result could only be securéd by the Emperor’s utter subor-
dination of his real interests to the pursuit of his brilliant
but illusive fancies.

tto’s cosmopolitan imperialism soon brought him in col-
lision with Germany, and especially with the German Church
He set up a new archbishopric at Gnesen in g josition
Poland, where reposed the relics of the martyred toOtto IIL
Adalbert, and surrounded it with the mystical »Gcrmany:
number of seven suffragans. In the same way, Sylvester, in re-
cognising Stephen, the first Christian Duke of Hungary, as a
king, established a Hungarian archbishopric at Gran. These
acts involved a recognition of the national independence
of Poland and Hungary. Wise as they were, they were
resented in Germany as being directly counter to the
traditional Saxon policy of extending German influence east-
wards, by making the bishops subject to the German
metropolitans at Magdeburg and Salzburg. The practical
German bishops saw with disgust the Emperor giving
up the very .corner-stone of the policy of Henry and Otto 1.
The deep differences of sentiment came to a head in a petty
dispute as to whether a new church for the nuns of Ganders-
heim should be consecrated by Bernward of Hildesheim, the
diocesan, who favoured Otto’s fancies, or by the metropolitan

NG
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Willegis of Mainz, who bitterly lamented the outlandish ideas
of his old pupil. Sylvester upheld Bernward, but the German
bishops declared for Willegis, and paid no heed to the papal
censures that followed quickly on their contumacy. They
refused even to be present at the Councils in which Sylvester
professed to condemn the Archbishop of Mainz. The German
clergy were thus in open revolt from Rome, and they were,
as we have seen, the leaders of the German nation.

While the outlook was thus gloomy in Germany, the march
of events in Italy gave but little encouragement to Pope and
Emperor, and demanded the personal presence of

Breakdown
ofotte's  Otto, who had been forced to return to Germany
;‘:’:l‘;’“ ' in the vain hope of appeasing the general opposi-

tion to his policy. Before he crossed the Alps
for the last time, Otto went to Aachen, and, if we can believe
one of his followers’ statement, visited the vaults beneath
the venerable palace-chapel to gaze upon the corpse of
Charles the Great, sitting as in life upon a throne, with
crown on head and sceptre in hand. When he reached the
south, he found to his dismay that lower Italy had fallen
altogether from his obedience, and that even Tivoli, in the
immediate neighbourhood of Rome, had rebelled against
him. Otto made feverish efforts to restore his authority.
He clamoured for Byzantine help, and begged for a Byzantine
wife. He paid a flying visit to the Venetian lagoons, seeking
for a fleet from the great Doge Peter Orseolo. But worse
news now reached him. Rome itself now rose in revolt, and
Otto, postponing in despair his warlike operations, could only
find consolation in visits to the holy Romuald in his inac-
cessible island hermitage amidst the swamps of Ravenna, and
in the practice of penances, mortifications, and scourgings.
Recovering his energy, he now sought to obtain an army from
Germany to procure, as in the old days, the subjection of
Italy; but it was the very moment of the crisis of the
Gandersheim struggle, and no German help was forthcoming.
A sharp fever now attacked Otto at the very moment of
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the collapse of all his plans. He died on 23rd January
1002, at Paterno, near Rome, when only twenty-two years
old. With him perished his lofty ambitions. p ..y o
He had made himself the wonder of the world; oOtto1Ir,
but all that he had accomplished was to play the “°*
game of the high ecclesiastical party. @he tendency of his
policy, like the latter Carolings,® was to subordinate the
visionary Empire to the practical Papacy, thus exactly
reversing the ideas of the great Saxons, and bringing out in
its most glaring contrast the incompatibility of the union of the
German kingship with the imperial claims to universal domi-
nation.) Within a year Sylvester 11. followed him to the tomb.
For eighty years the Saxon kings and emperors had suc-
ceeded from father to son, and even a minority had not
broken down the tendency towards heredity which Henry 11.,
seemed rapidly divesting the German kingdom of °0%10%4.
the elective character which it had shared with the Empire
itself. Otto 1L’s death without direct heirs now reminded
the German magnates that they still could choose their king,

and, in the absence of any strong claimant, there was a whole -

swarm of aspirants after the vacant dignity. The friends of
the Saxon traditions, which Otto 11. had so violently set at
naught, hoped for the election of the brave and experienced
Eckhard of Meissen; but as Eckhard was travelling to the
south to pursue his candidature, he was murdered to satisfy
a private revenge. His removal secured the appointment of
Henry, Duke of Bavaria, the son of Henry the Quarrelsome,
and the nearest kinsman of competent age and position to
the dead ruler. Thus the throne was retained in the hands
of the Saxon house, though it now was held by a branch that
had long attached itself to the traditions of its southern duchy.
" Bavarians, Lorrainers, and Franks accepted Henry at once ;
the Saxons and Swabians only after a short hesitation.

It was a great thing that the succession had been peaceably
settled. Yet the new king had neither the power nor the
energy of the Ottos. Raised to the throne by the great

TGo -4
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magnates, Henry II. never aspired to carry on the despotic
traditions of the earlier Saxon kings, but thought to rule with
the help of frequent Diets and Councils. He had more
authority over the Church, and his personal piety and zeal
for good works, in which he was well supported by his wife
Cunigunde, procured for him in after times the name and re-
putation of a saint, and in.his own day kept him on good terms
with the clergy, though he was never their slave. He used
his bishops and abbots as instruments of his temporal rule,
and systematically developed Otto 111.’s system of making the
bishops and abbots the local representatives of the imperial
power by granting them the position of Count over the
neighbouring Gau. On one great matter he gave much
offence to the German bishops. He set up a new bishop-
Henry11, TiC at Bamberg in Franconia, laying in 1004
and the the foundations of its new cathedral, and con-
Church.  ferring on it such extensive privileges that
every bishop in Germany was annoyed at the new prelate
holding a position next after the archbishops, while the
Archbishop of Mainz resented the merely nominal ties of
obedience that bound the Bishop of Bamberg to him as his
metropolitan, Henry was a friend of the Cluniac monks,
and it was through his efforts that these zealous Church
reformers first got a strong position in Germany.
Henry had no trouble with the Hungarians, whose great
king, St. Stephen, the founder of the settled Magyar state,
Henry11, Was his brotherinlaw and friend. But it was
andthe  among his chief cares to uphold the old Saxon
Stavs. supremacy over the Slavs, which Otto 1. had
generously or fantastically neglected. Poland was now a for-
midable state, and its Duke Boleslav, who had become a terror
to the marks before the death of Otto, aspired to build up
a strong Slavonic power, and drive back the Germans over
the Elbe. It was no longer the frontier warfare of the days
after Otto the Great’s victories. It was rather a stern fight
petween two vigorous nations, in which Henry only won the



The Later Saxon and Early Salian Emperors 49

upper hand after long and costly efforts. Even at the last
he was forced to hand over the mark of Lausitz to the Poles,
to be held as a fief of the German kingdom. Henry’s laborious
policy, his shrinking from great efforts, and his fixed resolve
to concentrate himself on little objects within his reach, stand
in the strongest contrast to the vast ambitions of his prede-
cessor. Yet, in his slow and determined way, Henry brought
back the German kingdom to a more national policy, and
did much to restore the havoc wrought by Otto’s vain
pursuits of impossible ideals. Asa German king, he was in
no wise a failure, though he raised the monarchy to no new
heights of power.

Henry’s success in Germany was closely connected with
his failure in Italy. Under his cautious rule the plans of
Otto 1. were quickly lost sight of. On the death of Syl-
. vester 11, the Papacy fell back into its old dependence on
the local nobles. At first a third Crescentius, son of Qtto ut.’s
victim, assumed his father’s title of Patrician, ruled Rome at
his pleasure, and nominated two puppet Popes in succession.
But a stronger power arose, that of the Counts of Tusculum.
Before long a series of Tusculan Popes, set up by the good-
will of these powerful lords, again degraded the Papacy, and
threatened to deprive it of the obedience and respect of
Europe. It was the same in the secular as pgenryrr,
in the spiritual sphere. Before the German suc- and Italy.
cession had been settled, Ardoin, Marquis of Ivrea, had
got himself elected King of Italy, and held his own
for many years against the partisans of Henry reinforced
by German armies. In 1004 Henry went over the Alps,
ind submitted to be elected and crowned king at Pavia,
though the Ottos had borne the ltalian crown without con-
descending to go through such formalities. Despite this
Ardoin long maintained himself, - At last, in 1013, Henry
went down to Italy again, and on 14th February roi4 re-
ceived the imperial diadem from Pope Benedict vizi.  But no

striking result followed this renewal of the Empire. Benedict,

~
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who was a zealous partisan of the Count of Tusculum,
now sought, by advocacy of the Cluniac ideas, to maintain
himself against an Antipope of the faction of Crescentius.
In 1020 Benedict visited Germany to consecrate the cathedral
of Bamberg, and signalised his visit by taking Henry’s
foundation under his immediate care. It seemed as if the
old alliance of Papacy and Empire were renewed. Next
year Henry crossed the Brenner at the head of a strong
German army, which traversed all Italy, in three divisions,
commanded respectively by Henry himself, the Patriarch of
Aquileia, and the Archbishop of Cologne. But by the time
the Lombard dukes of Capua and Salerno had made their
submission, and Henry was marching through Apulia, a
deadly sickness raged in his host and compelled its im-
mediate retreat. Next year Henry was back in Germany.
It is significant that the office of Count Palatine of Ialy
ceased to exist during his reign. The Emperor was no longer
an effective ruler of the peninsula.

In the latter years of his life Henry attached himself still
more strongly to the Cluniac party, and, as with Otto 111., his
friendship for foreign priests brought him into renewed con-
flict with the German bishops. Aribo, Archbishop of Mainz,
led the opposition to Henry and Benedict. But just as the
conflict was coming to a head, Benedict v died (1024).
He was quickly followed to the grave by Henry himself.
With him perished the last king of the male stock of the
Ludolfing dukes of Saxony. His dull and featureless reign
was but a tame conclusion to the brilliant period of the
Ottos

The ecclesiastical differences that had troubled Germany
during Henry 11.’s lifetime lay at the root of the party struggles

The two  that now raged round the appointment of his
Conrads,  successor. As in Henry’s case, there was no
ou specific candidate marked out by birth and
special fitness for the choice of the German pation. The
bishops, led by Aribo of Mainz and Burkhard of Worms,
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resolved to take full advantage of this freedom of election
to prevent the accession of any prince inclined, like the
late Emperor, to favour the spread of Cluniac ideas. They
therefore urged the claims of Conrad of Swabia. Conrad
was the great-grandson of Conrad the Red and his wife Liut-
garde, Otto the Great’s daughter, and consequently nephew
of Pope Gregory v., and' descended from the Ludolfings on
the female side. Though only the possessor of part of his
rich family estates in the Rhineland, Conrad had made a
lucky marriage with the widowed Gisela, Duchess of Swabia,
the granddaughter of Conrad, king of Arles, and a descen-
dant of the Carolingians. This gave him the guardianship
of the young Duke Ernest of Swabia, Gisela’s son by her
former husband, and secured for him a leading position
among the German magnates. Conrad was a valiant and
experienced warrior, and an intelligent statesman, possess-
ing a clear head and a strong will, resolutely bent on
securing practical objects immediately within reach. He
had persistently held aloof from the ecclesiastical policy of
his predecessor, with whom he had been more than once
in open feud. He was still more hostile to his cousin, Conrad,
Duke of Carinthia, the son of another Conrad, a younger
brother of his father Henry, who, through the caprice of their
grandfather, had inherited the mass of the Rhenish estates
of Conrad the Red, usurping the position of .the elder line.
This second Conrad was now the candidate of the Cluniac
party against Conrad of Swabia. But the great prelates
were " still all-powerful; despite the opposition of the
Lorrainers, among whom Cluniac ideas had gained a firm
hold, Conrad of Swabia was elected king. His path to the
throne was made smooth by the generosity of his rival,
who, at the last moment, abandoned his candidature,
and voted for his cousin. Aribo of Mainz cypraqm,
crowned Conrad in his own cathedral, regard- 024-1035.
less of the claims of the rival Archbishop of Cologne, the
diocesan of Aachen, the proper place for the coronation.
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But Aribo refused to confer the crown on Gisela, since the
Church regarded her marriage with Conrad as irregular by
reason of their affinity. Pilgrim of Cologne now saw his
opportunity for making terms with the victor, He gave
Gisela the crown which Aribo had denied her. Thus Conrad
entered upon his reign with the support of all the leaders
of the German nation. The younger Conrad remained
faithful to his old rival; while his younger brother Bruno,
who became Bishop of Toul, soon became one of the
greatest supports of the new dynasty.

When Conrad 1. became king, he found everything in
confusion: but within two years of his accession he had in-

Italian fused a new spirit and energy into every part of

policy. his dominions. His first difficulty was with
Lorraine, whose two dukes had opposed his election, and now
refused to acknowledge its validity. They sought the help
of King Robert of France, whosc weak support availed them
but little. Conrad soon put down their rebellion, and with
almost equal ease quelled the revolt of his ambitious and
unruly step-son, Ernest of Swabia.  Germany was thus
appeased, but Italy, where the imperial power had become
very feeble in the later part of the reign of Henry 11., was
still practically outside Conrad's influence. His authority
was only saved from complete ruin by the policy of the
Lombard bishops, who saw in the Emperor their best pro-
tection against the proud and powerful lay aristocracy, and
especially against the warlike margraves, who now aspired to
renew the part played by Ardoin of Ivrea. But conscious
that they did not possess sufficient strength to continue
successfully a policy in which even Ardoin had failed, the
leaders of the north Italian nobility looked elsewhere abroad
for help to counterbalance the German soldiery of the
Emperor. When King Robert of France rejected their
advances, they found what they sought in William v., the
Duke of Aquitaine and Count of Poitou, an aged and ex-
perienced warrior, and a strong friend of the Cluniacs, who
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hoped to find in Italy a suitable endowment for his young
son William.  This was the first occasion in which the policy
_of calling in the French to drive out the Germans was adopted
by the Italians. But the times were not yet ripe for the inter--
vention of a French prince in Italy. William crossed the
Alps, but found that he could make but little progress against
the vigorous opposition of the Lombard bishops, headed by
Aribert of Milan, and tried to make up for his weakness
in Italy by uniting himself with the Lorraine rebels, and
by stirring up an anti-German party in the kingdom of Arles.
But nothing came of his elaborate schemes, and in rozg he
went home in disgust.

Early in 1026 Conrad crossed the Brenner, and in March-
received the Lombard crown from Aribert in the cathedral
of Milan. Pavia, the old Lombard capital, shut '
its gates on the Emperor, who was thus unable to ?,;;::faf
be hallowed in the usual place. For a whole year coronation,
Conrad remained in northern Italy, and gradually ***”*
forced his enemies to make their submission. In the spring
of roz7 the way to Rome at last lay open, and on Easter
Sunday Conrad was crowned Emperor by Pope John xix.
The function was one of the most striking and memorable
ceremonies in the whole history of the mediaeval Empire. It
was witnessed by two kings—Rudolf 111, the last of the kings
of Arles, and Canute of Denmark, the conqueror of Eng-
land and Norway, then at Rome on a pilgrimage. But the
clear head of Conrad was not in the least turned by the
mystic rite. Content that his twofold coronation gave him
a firm hold over Italy, he quickly recrossed the Alps and
resumed his proper work as a German king, taking good
care that there should be no clashing between his German
and Italian interests. Before his return he visited southern
Italy, and ensured the obedience of the Lombard dukes,
who still guarded the frontier against the Greeks of Calabria,

On his return to Germany, Conrad felt that his power was
sufficiently secure to take steps towards retaining the Empire
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in his own family. In 1028, he persuaded the magnates to
elect, and Pilgrim of Cologne to crown, as his successor his
Fall of Ernest €ld€st son, Henry, who was but ten years of
of Swabia,  age. This act roused the jealousy of the greater
fo3o. nobles, who found in Conrad’s son-in-law, Ernest
of Swabia, an eager champion of their views. Ernest again
plunged into revolt; and when pardoned, at the instance
of his mother the Empress, still kept up his close friendship
with the open rebel, Werner of Kyburg, Count of the Thurgau,
a district including the north-eastern parts of the modern
Switzerland. In 1030 Conrad ordered Ernest to break off
from all dealings with his friend, and, as a sign of his
repentance, to carry out in person the sentence of outlawry
and deprivation pronounced against him. Ernest refused to
give up Werner, whereupon Conrad deprived him of his
duchy. Bitterly incensed with his father-in-law, the young
duke left the palace, and wandered from court to court, seeking
help to excite a new rebellion. But Conrad was so strong
that neither foreign prince nor discontented German noble
would make common cause with Ernest. In despair he took
to a wild robber life of adventure, lurking with a few faithful
vassals amidst the ravines and woods of the Black Forest.
Before the summer was out Ernest was overpowered and
slain. His commonplace treason and brigandage were in
after ages glorified in popular tales, that make his friend
Werner a model of romantic fidelity, and he himself a gallant
and chivalrous warrior. After his fall, Conrad reigned in
peace over Germany,

The inroads of the Hungarians and Poles now forced fresh
wars on Conrad. In 1030 he waged a doubtful contest against
Hunga Stephen of Hungary, In the succeeding years he

gary . ‘
and Poland,  Obtained great successes against the Poles, winning
ro30-1032-  hack in 1031 Lausitz and the other mark districts
that Henry 11. had been forced to surrender to their king
Boleslav, and compelling his successor Miecislay, in 1032, to
do homage to him for the whole of his kingdom, But great
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as were Conrad’s successes in the east, they were surpassed by
his brilliant acquisition of a new kingdom in the west, where
in 1032 he obtained the possession of the kingdom of Arles.

" The kingdom of Arles or Burgundy had fallen into evil
days. During the long reigns of Conrad the Pacific (937-993)
and Rudolf 111. (993-1032) all power had fallen

. fe e Union of the
into the hands of the territorial magnates, and Arelate with
now the threatened extinction of the royal house the Empire,
seemed likely to plunge the Arelate into worse >
confusion. Rudolf m1. was old and childless, and .had long
sought to make arrangements to prevent the dissolution of his
kingdom with his death. In 1007 he had concluded with
Henry 11, his nephew, an agreement by which Burgundy was
to fall on his death to the German monarch, but the Bur-
gundian nobles had more than-once forced him to renounce
his treaty. An increasing sense of his powerlessness drew
Rudolf, who was. Gisela’s uncle, more closely to Courad 1.
He hurried to Rome to be present at his coronation, and he
trusted entirely to him for protection against his turbulent
nobility. The contract of succession was renewed, and on
Rudolf’s death, in 1032, Conrad entered into possession of .
the Arelate. Count Odo of Champagne set himself up as
a rival and national king, but the German portions of the
Arelate favoured Conrad from the beginning. In 1033 he
was chosen king, and crowned at Ueberlingen, near Con-
stance; and in 1034 Odo was forced into submission, while
Conrad triumphantly wore his crown at Geneva and received
the homage of the lords of Burgundy. Henceforward the
kingdom of Arles was indissolubly united with the Empire.
Despite the small amount of power which even the strongest
Emperors could exercise in the Arelate, the acquisition was
one of no small importance. The Arelate was for the most
part a Romance land, and its union with the Empire made the
Empire less German, and, for some generations at least, pre-
vented the natural tendency to union between France and the
Burgundian lands from being carried out. Moreover, the
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acquisition of the Arelate, by virtue of a contract of succession,
increased the already strong tendency towards hereditary
monarchy in Germany and Italy. Again, Burgundy was the
chief home of the Cluniacs, and one very important con-
sequence of its absorption by Conrad was a gradual increase
of Cluniac influence all over the Empire. And most of all, the
new-won kingdom was useful to the Emperors as acting as a
sort of buffer-state to protect Italy from French interference.
The attempt of William of Poitou had taught Conrad the
necessity of thus guarding the Italian frontier, For the next
few generations the acquisition of the Arelate made such
projects more difficult.  Supplementing the final adhesion of
Lotharingia to the Eastern Kingdom, the lapse of the Arelate
completed the absorption of the ‘Middle Kingdom’ in the
German Empire. Of the threefold partition of Europe by
the Treaty of Verdun in 843, only the ancient dominions
of Charles the Bald—France, in the narrower sense—were
outside the powers of the Emperor. Henceforth Conrad
ruled not only all the lands that had gone in 843 to Louis
the German, but also over the districts that had then fallen to
the share of the Emperor Lothair. Two-thirds of the Caro-

lingian Empire were thus concentrated under Conrad.
Ten years of Conrad’s rule had now brought the Holy
Empirc to a point of solid prosperity that was seldom
surpassed. But Conrad saw that there were still

Feudal . . . o

penefices  great dangers inherent in his position, and fore-
g:::::w most among these was the smallness of the num-
" ber of the feudal dignitaries with whom he had
direct legal dealings. There were no longer indeed the five
national dukedoms in their old united strength and dignity.
There were no longer dukes of Franconia; Lorraine was
already divided into two distinct duchies, of Upper and
Lower Lorraine. Swabia was showing signs of a similar
tendency to bifurcation; Bavaria, after the rearrangement of
976, was in a much less imposing position than under the
Saxon Emperors, and even in Saxony the margraves
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were a strong counterpoise to the more imposing but
not more powerful dukes. In the last generations the
more vigorous of the counts and margraves had shaken
off their dependence on the dukes, and aspired to stand
in immediate relations with the Emperor. Yet the whole
drift of the time was towards feudalism, and towards
making a limited number of tenants-in-chief, whether dukes,
margraves or counts, the sole persons with whom the Emperor
had .any direct relations. Secure in their own hereditary
tenure of their fiefs and allodial properties, the great lords of
Germany claimed an absolute control over all their vassals.
The old tie of national allegiance that bound every subject to
his sovereign had fallen into neglect as compared with the
new link of feudal dependence of vassal on lord. The leading
tenants-in-chief considered that their powers over their vassals
were so absolute that it was the bounden duty of a tenant to
follow his lord to the field, even against his overlord. With
the same object of strengthening their own position, the
great lords strove to prevent the fiefs of their vassals from
assuming that hereditary character which they had already
acquired in practice, if not in theory, for their own vast
estates.

Conrad showed a shrewd sense of self-interest in posing as
the friend of the lesser tenants against the great vassals of
the crown. Whether he also secured the best interests of
Germany is not quite so clear. The great vassals were strong
enough to maintain order; the lesser feudalists had neither
their resources nor their traditions of statecraft. It was too
late to revive with any real effect the national tie of allegiance,
and the scanty means of an early medizval king had always
made somewhat illusory great schemes of national unity.
Conrad did his best for the protection of the under-tenants by
establishing for them also that hereditary possession of their
benefices which gave them some sort of permanent position
over against their overlords. This was secured in Germany
by a mere recognition of the growing custom of heredity,

\
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though in Italy a formal law was necessary to attain the same
end. Another advantage won by Conrad by this action was
that in securing the recognition of the principle of heredity in
every fief, he made a long step towards securing the heredity
of the crown. For Conrad, much more distinctly than his
Saxon predecessors, sought definitely to make both the royal
and imperial crown hereditary in his house. As a further
step towards breaking down the greater nobility, he strove
to get rid of the national duchies altogether. He persuaded
the Bavarians to elect the young King Henry as their duke,
and, on the death of his last stepson, gave Swabia also to
his destined successor. On the death of his old rival, Conrad
of Carinthia, the great Carinthian mark was also handed over
to Henry. At the end of Conrad’s reign, Saxony and Lorraine
were the only duchies still held by independent princes.
Like his predecessors, Conrad used the bishops as the means
of carrying on the government and checking the growth of
the lay aristocracy. Foilowing the example of the chief
ecclesiastics, he encouraged the development of a new class
of hereditary ministeriales, who devoted their lives to the
service of the crown, and soon built up a new official body
that enabled his successors to largely dispense with the
interested help of the episcopate in carrying on the daily task
of the administration of the kingdom.

Conrad was so successful with this policy in Germany and
Burgundy that he desired to extend it to Italy. But the spirit
of independence was already deeply rooted south of the Alps,
and the very prelates who had called Conrad to help them
against their lay rivals, now looked with suspicion on a policy
that deprived churchman and lay noble alike of their cherished

immunities. Aribert of Milan had long aspired
Sct‘:?{?:::th to a position of almost complete independence.
Aribert, His dream was to make the see of St. Ambrose
10361039 5 sort of North Italian patriarchate, and at the
same time he wished to combine with ecclesiastical ascen-
dency an organised temporal power. His twofold ambition
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was exactly that of the Papacy at a later period, and for
the moment Milan seemed stronger than Rome. The citizens
of Milan, more obedient to their bishops than the turbulent
Romans, were zealous partisans of Aribert; but the smaller
nobles, who saw in the fulfilment of his plans the destruction
of their own independence, rose as one man against him,
Civil war broke out in Lombardy between the friends and
foes of Aribert. So dangerous was the outlook that in 1036
Conrad again crossed the Alps in the hope of restoring peace
in North Italy.

Aribert was summoned to a Diet at Pavia; but he loftily
declared that he would surrender no single right of the church
of St. Ambrose, and was soon in open war against the
Emperor. Conrad saw his only chance of-overcoming the
archbishop in winning over the smaller nobility to his side.
In 1037 he issued the famous edict which made fiefs heredi-
tary in Italy, thus doing for the south by a single stroke what
gradual custom and policy had slowly procured for the north.
He also promised to exact from his vassals no greater burdens
than those already usually paid to him. But these measures,
though increasing the party of Conrad in Italy, were not
enough at once to overcome Aribert, who, secure in the
hearty support of the Milanese citizens, defied not only the
threats of Conrad but also the condemnation of Rome,
which the Count of Tusculum, who then occupied the papal
throne, willingly put at the service of the Emperor, In
1038 Conrad was forced by urgent business to recross the
Alps, leaving Aribert unsubdued. Next year he died suddenly
~at Utrecht. *No man,’ says a Saxon annalist, ‘ regretted his
death,” Yet if Conrad was unpopular, he was singularly suc-
cessful. Though he had failed to get the better of Aribert,
he had obtained his object in everything else that he under-
took. {He left the royal authority established on such a
solid baSis that his_son, King Henry, already crowned King
of Germany and Burgundy, and already Duke of Bavaria

and Swabia, now stepped into the complete possession of his
e m————



60 . European History, 918-1273

father’s power, as if he were already the heir of an hereditary
state. Henry 11 was the first German kmg to succeed

without opposition or rebellion, ) TLl oA 2 %w’q

“Henry 111. was now two-and-twenty years of age, and had
been carefully educated for his great position. Gisela had
Henry 111, procured for him the best of literary teachers,
1039-1056. while Conrad himself had taken care that he
should excel in all knightly exercises, and go through a
sound drilling in war, law, and statecraft. He had already
won martial glory against the Poles and Hungarians, while
he had acquired political experience as virtual, if not
formal, co-regent with his father. He was now able to take
up his father’s work, and while carrying it on essentially in
the old lines, to infuse it with a new spirit. For the gifted
young king, though inheriting to the full the practical wisdom
of his father, soared far above the cold self-seeking and
hard selfishness of the least attractive of the great German
Emperors. Under his strong and genial rule, the Holy
Empire again became a great ideal, though it was now an
ideal that had little that was visionary or fantastic about it.
The seventeen years of his reign witnessed the culminating
point of the power of the medizval Empire. Under him

Germany effectively ruled the destinies of the world. They® ¢

early troubles that had attended the building up of the
kingdom were over. The later troubles that sprang from the
struggle of the ecclesiastical and temporal power had not yet
begun.

A series of signal triumphs in the east first proclaimed to
the world the greatness of the new king. Poland, Bohemia,
and Hungary were all alike matters of concern to Henry.
Poland, But Poland, so mighty a few years before, was
Bohemia, and distracted by civil strife, and attacked by the
Hungary
made fiefs of Tising power of Bohemia, now the strongest
the Empire.  Slavonic state. It was a light matter for Henry to
retain Poland as a feudatory of the Empire. But it involved
a long struggle before Bohemia, under its warlike Duke
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Bretislav, could be forced to accept the same position. It
was Bretislav’s ambition to make himself a king, and to secure
for the Bohemian bishopric at Prague the position of an arch-
bishopric, so that a great Slavonic kingdom, independent
both in Church and State, might centre round the Bohemian
table-land. But Henry forced his way through the moun-
tains of the border and threatened Prague itself. In despair
Bretislav did homage to him for Bohemia and Moravia, and
even for the outlying district of Silesia, which he. had con-
quered from the weak Polish monarchy and made an integral
part of the Bohemian kingdom. Even greater difficulties
beset Henry in Hungary, where a heathen reaction had set
Aba, a member of the hero race of Arpad, on the throne. In
1042z Henry invaded Hungary and dethroned Aba, but the
Hungarian king was soon restored, and it was not until a
third expedition in- 1044 that Henry finally succeeded in
destroying his power. Aba’s defeat secured the complete
trinmph of the German king. Peter, the new king of
Hungary, performed homage to Henry, thus making Hun-
gary, like Poland and Bohemia, a fief of the Empire. In
1045 Henry visited Hungary, and received the submission of
the Magyar magnates. In pious gratitude for his victory
Henry sent the gilded lance, which Peter had given to him as
an emblem of his dependence, as a votive offering to the
Papacy. A few years later another Arpad, Andrew, dethroned
the weak Peter, and. gave a more national direction to
the fierce Magyar nation, though he was too conscious of
Henry’s power to break openly with him. With a row of
vassal kingdoms extending to the extremest eastward limits
of Roman civilisation, the Holy Empire was fast becoming in
a very real sense the mistress of the world.

With all his power, Henry could not hope to obtain from
the princes of the west the same formal acknowledgment of
his supremacy that he had wrested from the lords Henry 111,
of the east. /The France of Henry 1. was indeed and France;
feeble and helpless, but the early Capetian monarchy was
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still the centre of a great system, and its feudatories, though
constantly at war with their king and with each other, would
be likely to make common cause against a German pretender
to universal rule. Henry (1L was content to keep on friendly
terms with his neighbours beyond the Rhine, and, as a good
means of securing French friendship, he chose a wife from
among the greater vassals of the Capetian throne. In r1o43
he married Agnes of Poitou, the youngest daughter of that
Count William of Poitou who, in his youth, had competed
with Conrad the Salic for the crown of Italy. Agnes exer-
cised henceforth strong influence over her husband, and in
particular upon his ecclesiastical policy.

With the eastern kings paying him tribute and the monarch
of the west seeking his friendship, Henry had now leisure to
improve the internal condition of his dominions. Despite all
that his predecessors_had done_,,GLman_y and Italy were still
in the utmost disorder. Conrad IL’s policy of encouragmg
Heary1r.  the smaller nobility had tended to increase the
and Germany., prrvate wars and local feuds that made exlstence

50 drfﬁcult and dreary for r the simple fr freeman and so dangerous
to resfor_e _peace to Germany At a dict at Constance Henry
solemn‘[z_forgave all his enemies, and craved their forgive-
ness in turn, calling upon the magnates to follow his example
and Tay asrde their feuds wrth each other Some degree of
abandoned hrs father's pohcy of concentratmg the national
duchies in his own hands. Germany was so vast that it
could hardlx be eﬁ'ectrvely ruled from a single “centre, a_nd
Henry hoped’ that henceforth the dukes whom he set up
would be Taithful mrmsters, and not champrons of local inde-

endence. " ”

p‘ﬁl? demanded Henry’s utmost care, and the critical
position of the' _Isaﬁacy closely connected his pohcy with
his attrtude towards the Church. Since his marriage

with Agnes, Henry bad become more attentive to the
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teachings of Cluny, and was keenly .alive to the scandals
which still disgraced the Roman Church. No ecclesiastical

reformation “could be complete which did not begin with
the head of the Church, and it was only by a great
manifestation of his power that Henry could DUty srensy 111, /
the Pa acy. Thé Counts of Tusculum still kept and Italy.
their tight hold over the Roman Church, which had almost
become their hereditary possession. After two brothers—the
reforming Benedict vin. (1012-1024) and the reactionary
John xix. (1024-1033)—had held in turn St. Peter’s chair,
a third member of the Tusculan house, their nephew, Bene-
dict 1x., succeeded, despite his extreme youth, to the papal
throne (1033). His excesses soon gave occasion to universal
scandal, and in ro44 the Romans set up an Antipope in
Sylvester 111, Family influence still upheld Benedict, but next
year new troubles arising, he sold the Papacy in a panic to
a new pretender, who called himself Gregory vI., and who,
despite his simoniacal election, soon attracted the reformers
around him by his zeal in putting an end to abuses. But
Benedict soon repented of his bargain, and sought to regain-
his position as Pope. The result was that three rival claimants
to the Papacy distracted Rome with their brawls, and none
of them had sufficient power to get rid of the others.

A synod assembled at Rome, and called on Henry mr
to_put an end to the crisis.” In To46 he crossed the Alps,
and held a Church Council at Pavia, in which he issued an
edict condemning simony. In December 1046 he held
another synod at Sutri, near Rome, where two synod of
of the three claimants to the Papacy were de- Sutri 1045
posed. The third claimant was deposed in a third synod
held in Rome itself. Suidgar, Bishop of Bamberg, was chosen
Pope through Henry’s influence, and enthroned on Christmas
Day as Clement 11., conferring on the same day the imperial
crown on Henry and Agnes. Accompanied by Clement,
the Emperor made a progress through southern Italy,
which he reduced to submission. Grave troubles on the
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Lower Rhine now brought Henry back to Germany; yet
even in his absence his influence remained supreme in Italy,
Clement 11, died in 1048 but a whole succession of German
Popes, the nominees of the Emperor, were now accepted by
the Romans with hardly a murmur, The first of these—
Damasus 11, Tormerly Poppo, Bxshop of Brixen, died after a
few weeks’ reign. His successor, the Emperor’s kinsman,
Bruno of Toul, took the name of Leo 1x. (1048- xo54) Short
as was his pontificate, the result of his work was epoch-
making in several directions. During the reign of his suc-
cessor, Victor 1. (1054-1057), Henry ur. paid his second and
last visit to Italy, the results of which we will speak of later.
No sooner was he over the Alps than a rebellion broke out
in Bavaria that necessitated his immediate return. The pre-
sence of the Emperor soon extinguished the revolt, but the
rising taught Henry the insecurity of his position, and he
now sought to conciliate his foes.
In the summer of 1056 Henry held his court at Goslar,
where he was visited by Victor 11 ; but in September he fell
" Deathor Sick, and had only time to take further measures
Henry I11., t0 secure his son’s succession, when death over-
1056. took him, on sth October, in the thlrty ninth
year of his age. &nder him_the medizval Empire attained
its apogee. Germdny was now almost a nation; Italy a

submissive dependency ; the Papacy had been reformed, and
the” Wgurlﬁe'&jm of mow
called to the thron& whose burden had been almost too
heavy for his father, With the accession of Henry 1v. the
decline of the Empire begina.
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CHAPTER IV

FRANCE AND ITS VASSAL STATES
UNDER THE LAST CAROLINGIANS
AND THE EARLY CAPETIANS, 92¢-1108 1

The last Carolingiahs—Hugh the Great—Election of Hugh Capet, and its
results—The first four Capetians, Hugh, Robert 11., Henry 1., Philip 1.—
The great Fiefs under the early Capetians —Normandy—Brittany-—
Flanders — Vermandois — Champagne and Blois — Anjou — Burgundy—
Aquitaine and Poitou — Toulouse — Beginnings of French influence.

WHILE the first great Saxon kings werg reviving the power
of_their eastern kingdom, the ggc‘pigi%gg_r_g_ljpgjmﬂh‘gye
‘Thetast  Still carried on an unavailing struggle for the
S{?:;;iﬂogfia“ possession_of the old realm of the West Franks.
the West Cham_\Simgle wgm _Carolingian
Franks. = to exercise any/gg_al _authority in France. He
had obtained "a powerful ally by his concession of Nor-
mandy to Rolf and his vikings. He had witnessed the revoit
of the Lotharingians from Germany to France, and had

attained many successes through their support.

Charles the A . .
Simple, Yet the concluding years of his reign were
896929, troubled in the extreme, until he succumbed be-

fore the formidable coalition of Robert, Count of Paris, the
brother of the dead King Odo, and the chief representative

y Luchaire's nstitutions Monarchigues de la France sous les Premiers
Capétiens (987-1180) includes, besides its detailed studies of institutions,
an admirable summary of the political history. Special works include
Lot's Les Derniers Carolingiens, Monod’s Ktudes sur P Histoire de
Hugues Capet, and Phister’s Kiude sur le Régne de Robert le Pieux.

)
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of the new order, with,his two mlghty sons-m-law, Herbcrt,
Count’ of Vermandois, ‘and Rudolf, Duke of Burgundy.
Robert got himself crowned’ king in 922, but was gepert,
slain in battle in 923, leaving his famous son, #az923.-
Hugh 'the Great, tco young to succeed to his disputed king: -
dmudolf of Burgundy as king of tHe Franks,
or, rather, of those who still resisted Charles the gruaois,
_Simple [see Period 1., pp. 503-5]. When Charles 923636
died in prison in 929, Rudolf had no longer a nominal rival’
He reigned until his death in 936. But his power was miser-
ably weak, and real authority still res1ded with the great
feudatories, whose possessions had now become heredltary
for so.long a time that they were now assocxated by close
ties to the districts which they ruled. . .
Hugh the Great was a man of very different callbre from
his, fierce ancestors. Robert 'the Strong, the founder of,
_the house, had been 2 warrior pure and simple. . His-
sons, Odo and Robert the two dukes who +had in turn
grasped the sceptre, had faithfully followed in his footsteps.
Wanting in policy and statécraft, they had been less powerful
as kings than as dukes. Hugh the Great, the first Statesman
“of the Robertian house, was a shrewd tactician,” Paticy of )
whG-eaw thar his forfunes could best -De_estab-+ High the
fished Ex playlng a waiting game. He heaped ©reat

up treasure, and accumulated tesh fiefs_but on the death of

thg;ealousy of every great lord in France, y raising himself.
above them as theil kil ng. = T
There was only one sacred family whlch every lord admitted

, tobe above himself. Even in its humiliation the Carolingian
name was still one to con'jure with.  As Hugh pouis1v,
would not be king himself, hé wisely fell back on 9595+

the legitimate stock of the West Frankish royal house. He
turned his eyes over the, Channel, where Louis, son of Charles

)
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the Simple, and his West Saxon queen, Eadgifu, daughter of
Edward the Elder, was living quietly at the court of his uncle
Athelstan. Louis was only fifteen years old, and was likely
to be grateful to his powerful protector. He was elected
king by the Frankish lords, and duly crowned at Reims.
In memory of his exile he was called fLouis from beyond
sea’ (Ultramarinus, Outremer). In the list of French kings
he is reckoned as Louis 1v. '

Hugh the Great was rewarded by the renewal in his favour
of the title *Duke of the French,’ which had already been
borne by his father Robert in the days of Charles the Simple.
This title suggested a power, half military and half national,
The Duke of 2anNalogous to that held by the dukes of the nations
the French. in Germany. But if this were the case, Hugh's
power as duke would have probably been restricted to
‘Francia,” a region which, in common speech, was now
limited to the Gaulish regions north of the Seine. It is not
clear, however, that the power of the Duke of the French had
any territorial limitation other than that of the limits of the
West Frankish kingdom as prescribed by the treaty of Verdun.
Wherever Louis ruled as ‘king,’ Hugh wielded authority as
‘duke”’ He was a permanent prime minister, 2 mayor of the
palace, a justiciar of the Anglo-Norman type, rather than a
territorial duke. Indeed, Hugh’s chief domains were not in
‘Francia’ at all. Despite his possession of Paris, his chief
fiefs were still in the cradle of his house, the district between
the Seine and Loire, to which the term Neustria was now
commonly applied. Here his authority stretched as far west-
wards as the county of Maine, which he had obtained in bis
youth from the weakness of Rudolf of Burgundy. Moreover,
in the lack of all central zoyal authority, half the chief vassals
of the north had thought it prudent to commend themselves to
the mighty lord of Neustria, and, with the Duke of Normandy
at their head, had become his feudal dependants. Hugh was
no longer simply a great feudatory. Even in name, he was
the second man in Gaul. In fact, he was a long way the first.
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The last Carolingians were in no wise puppets and-do-
nothifgs like the last Merovingians, Louis® 1v. proved' a .
strenuous warrior, with.a full sense of his royal dignity. - He
ruled directly over little more thian the hill-town of Laon and
its neighbgurhood,: but he did wonders with his scanty re--
sources.,/He married a sister of Otto the Great, and with
German help was able to press «severely his former patron.
But Otto soon withdrew beyond the Rhine, and Louis,
deprived of his help, and ever planning schemes too vast
for his resources, was soon altogether at Hugh’s mercy.
In 946 he was driven out of Laon: ‘the only town,
as he complained, ‘where I could shut myself up with my
wife and children, the town that I prefer to my life.” In his
despair he laid his*wrongs before King Otto and a council of
bishops at Ingelheim. Hugh prudently yielded before the
threatened thunders of the Church. He renewed his homage
to King Louls, and réstored Laon to him. ‘ Henceforth,’
says the chronicler, *their friendship was as firm as their” -
struggles had formerly been violent” When Louis died
suddenly in 954, his thirteen-year-old son, Lothair, was
chosen king through Hugh'’s mﬂucnce - Two years later the
great duke died.

Hugh the Great's son and successor was also named Hugh
He is famous in history by the surname of ‘ Capet,’ which he
obtained from bearing the,cope of the abbot of St. Martin’s
at *“Tours, but which, like most famous surnames, has no
conterporary authority. Brought up in his father’s school, ,
he was clear-headed, cunning, resourceful, and _*

. Hugh Capet
cold-blooded. He ‘soon extended the power of ana King
his house, establishing one of his brothers in Lothair,
Burgundy,.and marrying Adelaide, the heiress of 95498,
Poitou, so as to be able to push forward claims in the
, lands beyond the Loire. Both in policy and resources he
overmatched the young king Lothair, who tried as he grew
up .to play his father’s part; but his means were too small,
and he embarked on cdntradictory policies which destroyed
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each other. His father had relied upon the support of Otto 1.,
but Lothair, tempted by the long tradition of loyalty which
bound Lotharingia to the Carolingian house, sought to find
a substitute for his dwindling patrimony in northern France
by winning domains for himself in that region. The
strong Saxon kings would not tolerate the falling away of
Lorraine from their Empire. Otto 11. invaded France [see
page 38] and vigorously punished the presumptuous Caro-
lingian. Henceforth Lothair had no support against the subtle
policy of the new Duke of the French. He even alienated
Adalbero, the famous Archbishop of Reims, and the last
prominent ecclesiastical upholder of the tottering dynasty,
so that he repudiated the traditional policy of his see, and
allied himself with the duke and the Emperor. Gerbert, the
‘scholasticus’ of Adalbero’s cathedral school, and the author
of his policy, established an alliance between Hugh Capet
and Otto 11, and was soon able to boast that Lothair was but
king in name, and that the real king was Duke Hugh. After
losing the support of the Germans and of the Church, the
Carolingians had absolutely nothing left but their own paltry
resources. Yet Lothair gallantly struggled on till his death,
Louis V., in 986, after a nominal reign of thirty-two years.
986-987. His son, Louis v., who had reigned jointly with
him since 979, succeeded to his phantom kingship, and con-
trived to win over Duke Hugh, at whose instigation he led
an expedition into Poitou. But Louis also quarrelled with
Archbishop Adalbero, and alienated the Church. Adalbero
intrigued against him, and the prelate’s triumph was hastened
by Louis’ premature death in the hunting-field (987). He
was phe last of the Carolingian kings.

“Wor a century the Robertian house had struggled with
the house of Charles the Great. Its premature triumph
Election of Under Odo and Robert had put off the final day
Hugh Capet, of success. But the patient and shrewd policy
%7- of Hugh the Great and Hugh Capet was at last
rewarded with victory. Louis v. left no son. His uncle
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Charles, Duke of Lower Lorraine, was his nearest heir, -

but was in no position to push forward his pretensions.
The pear was at last ripe, and Hugh Capet had no longer
any motive ‘for avoiding the semblance of the power, of
. which he had long enjoyed the reality. Adalbero and
Gerbert now showed great activity, Adalbero harangued the
barons-and bishops on the duty that lay before them, *‘We
know,’ he said, f‘that Charles of Lorraine has his partisans
who pretend that the throne belongs to him by hereditary
rightt But we believe that kingship is not acquired by
hereditary right, but that we ought only to raise to that
dignity the man who is marked out, not only by nobleness
of birth, but by wisdom, loyalty, and magnanimity.’ The
magnates took the cue, and elected Hugh king of the
French. The Church ratified the choice of the nobles by

the solemn’ coronation of the new king at Noyon. The Duke K
of the Normans and the Count of Anjou lent him the support
of their arms. The Emperor recognised Hugh, on condition -

that he waived all claims over Lotharingia. .
The revolution of 987 was easily accomplished, because the
old order was.so nearly dead. It involved no striking change

in form. The Capetian kings posed as the lawful successors ,

of the Carolingians: they had the same conceptions of sove-
reignty, and followed the same principles of 1ts
govérnment. Yet those are not far wrong who results,
regard the accession of Hugh as the starting-point of all
later French history. It is €asy to exaggerate the nature of
the change. It is unsafe to make the change of dynasty a
triumph of one race over another. It has been the fashion to
say that, with the last.of the Carolingians, disappear the last
of the Teutonic conquerors of Gaul, and that their power had
passed on to the Romanised. Celts whom they had ruled so
long. But there is no scrap of evidence to prove that the
later Carolings were different in tongue, ideas, or policy from
the Robertian house. There was no real national feeling in
the tenth century, and, if there were, no proof that the one

-’
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house was more national than the other. Nevertheless, the
passing away of the line of Charles the Great does complete
the process which the Treaty of Verdun had begun. The
Capetian king had a limited localised power, a power that in
due course could become national; and if he looked back, like
the Carolings, to the traditions of imperial monarchy and
order, he had no temptation to look back, as_the Carohngs
were_bound to look back, to the imperial ideas of uni-
versal dominion. He had no claim to rule beyond the
Timits ascribed to the West Frankish kingdom in the Treaty
of Verdun. He was king of the French, the new Romance
people that had grown up as the result of the amalgamation
of conquering Frank and conquered Roman. He spoke the
infant French tongue ; his ambitions were limited to French
soil; he represented the new _nationality that soon began to
take a foremost place amijdst all the nations of Europe. But
the triumph of the Capetian was not even in anticipation a
simple national triumph. It was only in after ages, when France
had become great, that she could look back and see in his
sccession the beginnings of her separate national monarchy.
Personally, Hugh Capet was doubtless, like Harold of Eng-
land some two generations later, an embodiment of the
new national character and energy. But, less fortunate than
Harold, he had time enough to live to show how power-
less was a national hero, amidst an order of society in which
the national ideal could have no place. He was rather the
mighty feudatory, raised by his own order to a position of
pre-eminence to represent the predominance of feudal ideas.
The Carolings had fallen, not because of their own weakness,
and still less by reason of any want of sympathy between
them and the French nation. They were pushed out of power
because France had become so fully feudalised that there was
no room for an authority that had no solid basis of feudal

support. France had become divided among a series of great
fiefs. None of these fiefs fell to the ruling family, which
was thus, as the result of the preponderance of the feudal
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principle, deprived of revenue, army, lands,-and reputation. i
Hugh Capet inherited all that had kept the Carolingian power
alive so long; but in addition to that he could supplement
the theoretical claims of monarchy by right divine, by the
practical arguments drawn from the possession of one of the
strongest fiefs. Thus the new dynasty saved the monarchy
by strengthening it with a great fief. No doubt the fendatories
acted unwisely in-having.a king at all. But a nominal
monarchy was part of the feudal system, and the barons could
console themselves by believing that in becoming king of
the French, Hugh still remained one of themselves. He
was not surrounded with the mystic reverence due to the
descendants of Charlemagne. As Harold, in becoming kmg
of the English, did not cease to be earl of the West Saxons,’
so Hugh, in ascending the French throne, was still in all
essentials the duke of the French. Harold and Hugh alike
found but a questioning obedience in'the great earls and
counts, who looked upon the upstart kings as their equals.
The Norman Conquest destroyed Harold before it could
be early demonstrated what a long step in the direction of
feudalism was made by his accession. Hugh. Capet and his
successors had time to bear the full brunt of the feudal
~ shock. " The most powerful of dukes proved the weakest of
kings. It was only gradually that the ceremonial centre,
round which the cumbrous fabric of French feudalism .
revolved, became the real heart of French national life.
Yet, even in the feeble reigns of the: first four Capetian
kings,-it is plain that France had begun a new existence. The
history of the Carolingians is a history of decline. The
history of the Capetians is a story of progress. While beyond
the Rhine and Alps the continuance of the imperial theory
choked the growth of German and Italian national life,
‘the disappearance of these remnants of the past proved
2 blessing to Gaul. The history of modern Europe is the
history of the development of nationalities. That history
'may be said in a sense to begin with the -establishment of

P
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the first of an unbroken dynasty of national kings over what
was destined to become one of the greatest of modern
nations.

It is only with these limitations that the election of Hugh
can be regarded as a triumph either of feudalism or of
nationality. But it is entirely true that Hugh’s accession was
the triumph of the Church. Adalbero, and Gerbert working
through Adalbero, really gave Hugh the throne. Gerbert could
truly boast that the Church had revived the royal name after
it had long been almost dead among the French. Amidst
the horrors of feudal anarchy, the sounder part of the Church
still upheld in monarchy the Roman tradition of orderly rule,
and taught that the king governed by God’s grace, because
without a strong king the thousand petty tyrants of feudalism
would have no restraint upon their lust and greed. But even
this was an ideal far beyond the vision of the tenth century;
though in later generations it was to bear fruit. The im-
mediate results of Hugh Capet’s election were far different
from its ultimate results. The conditions upon which his
brother magnates had elected him king meant in practice
that they should enjoy in their territories the same power
that he enjoyed on his own domain. Save his theoretical
pre-eminence, Hugh got very little from his royal title.
The only resources on which he could depend implicitly
were those which he derived from his own lands and vassals.
There was no national organisation, no royal revenue, and
practically no royal army, as the term of feudal service was
too short to carry on a real campaign, even if the king
could have trusted his vassals’ levies. The royal title
involved responsibilities, but brought with it little correspond-
ing power.

Struck by the contrast between their weakness and the com-
manding position of later French kings, historians have dwelt
with almost exaggerated emphasis on the powerlessness of
Hugh Capet and his first three successors. Yet the early
Capetians were not so feeble as they are sometimes described.

fren
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The French king was still the centre round which the feudal
system revolved. He had a store of legal claims and traditions
of authority, which at any favourable moment he could put
into force. He was the only ruler whose authority extended
ever_:__l_n___rlgme all_over_France. ~ He inherited the_traditions of

the Carolingians_and_Merovingians, and,_rightly or wrongly,
was regarded as their successor. Moreover; the lay fiefs

. were, luckily for the monarchy, cut up by the great
ecclesiastical territories, over which the king stood in
a better position.  Though feudal in a certain sense, the
great Church dignitary was never a mere feudalist. His
power was nof Hereditary. On_his death the ciistody of
the temporal’itiesbf his see passed into the royal_hands,

"and 1t was the settled royal policy to_keep_churches -

vacant”as long_as possible. Only in a few favoured fiefs,
like Normandy, Brittany, and Aquitaine, did the regale slip
altogether into the hands of the local dukes. Moreover, the
disputes and the weakness of the chapters gave the king the
preponderating voice in elections. Even stronger was the

royal position in relation to_the monasteries. ~ The greatest < .

abbeys throughout France were ‘royal abbeys,’ over which
the king possessed the same _right as_over bishoprics.
Weaker than the bishops, the abbots looked up even more
than the secular prelates to the royal support against the
grasping and simoniacal lay-lords. The king favoured the
Cluniac reformers, knowing that the more earnest the Church-
men, the more they would be opposed to feudal influence.
Thus it was that every great Church fief was a centre of royal
influence. Over the Church lands of central France—the
. provinces of Sens, Reims, Tours, and Bourges—the early
Capetian was ing. Even from the point of view of
material resources, the king was in every whit as favourable
a position as any one of his chief vassals. His own domains
were large, rich, and centrally situated. Though lavish
grants to the chief-monasteries, and the need of paying for
each step of their upward progress by conciliating the

-
-
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feudal magnates, had eaten away much of the old Robertian
domain ; though the great Counts of Anjou and Blois had
established themselves in virtual independence within the
limits of the domain of Hugh the Great, Hugh Capet still
held the country between the Seine and the Loire, including
the county of Paris, Orléans and its district, Senlis, Etampes,
and Melun, with scattered possessions in more distant places,
Picardy, Champagne, Berri, Touraine, and Auvergne. Paris
was not as yet so important a place as it afterwards became,
and it is an exaggeration to make it the centre of his
power. Hugh could only conciliate his chief adviser and
supporter, Bouchard the Venerable, the greatest lord of the
royal domain, and count already of Venddme, Corbelil,
and Melun, by granting him his own county of Paris.
The title of ‘royal count’ of Paris suggested that Bouchard
was a royal officer rather than a simple feudatory, and
after Bouchard had retired into a monastery, the county
of Paris was henceforth kept strictly in the king’s hands.
The second Capetian acquired with Montreuil-sur-Mer a
seaport near the English Channel. For a time the
Capetians held the duchy of Burgundy. Moreover, they
were men of energy and vigour who made the best of
their limited resources. But their lot was a hard one. Even
in their own domains, between the Seine and Loire, the lead-
ing mesne lords, lay and secular, exercised such extensive
jurisdiction that there was little room left for the autho-
rity of the suzerain. Besides the task—as yet hopeless—
of reducing the great vassals of the crown to order, the
Capetian kings had the preliminary task of establishing
their authority within their own domains. Even this smaller
work was not accomplished for more than a century. But,
luckily for the kings, each one of the great feudatories
was similarly occupied. The barons of Normandy and Aqui-
taine gave more trouble to their respective dukes than the
barons of the Isle of France gave to the lord of Paris.
Power was in reality distributed among hundreds of feudal
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chieftains. It was so divided that no one was strong enough
to really rule at all. France suffered all the miseries of
feudal anarchy, when every petty lord of a castle ruled
like a little king over his own domain. Yet it was something
that her contests were now between Frenchmen and French-
men. Somethmg was gained in the passmg away of the
barbarian invasions of the tenth centur)? JS'

The details of the political history of the first four Cape- f) -
tian reigns are insignificant, and need not be told at length.
Hugh Capet reigned from 987 to 996. He had he first
little difficulty in obtaining general recognition, four Cape.-
even from the lords of the distant south. But ;;:ngsh

ohe had some trouble in upholding his claims 987-9%.
against the Carolingian claimant, Charles, Duke of Lower
Lorraine, who received the powerful support of the church -
of Reims, after Adalbero’s death, and continued for some
time to maintain himself in the old Carolingian fortress
of .Laon. Hugh continued with wise policy to maintain ,
his hold over the church of Reims, and so to destroy the
last possible stronghold of the Carolingians. He did not
even scruple to sacrifice the trusty Gerbert to serve. his
dynastic ambitions. Within modest limits, the reign of the , ~
founder of the new dynasty was a successful one.

In the very year of his accession, Hugh provided for the
hereditary transmission of his power by associating his son

. Robert in the kingship. On Hugh's death .. 11,
Robert, already with nine years’ experience as a the Pious,
crowned king, became sole monarch. He had 99%%3%
been a pupil of Gerbert’s, and was sufficiently learned to be
able to compose hymns and argue on points of theology with
bishops. His character was amiable, his charity abundant;
he was of soft and ready speech, and amiable manners. He
showed such fervent devotion that he was surnamed Robert
the Pious, and contributed more than any other Capetian
king to identify the Church and the dynasty. He was not the
weak uxorious prince that his enemies describe him, but a
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mighty hunter, a vigorous warrior, and an active statesman.
He made constant efforts, both to enlarge his domain and
establish his authority over the great vassals. He kept up
friendly relations with Normandy. He married Bertha, widow
of Odo 1., Count of Chartres, Tours, and Blois, his father’s
worst enemy, in the hope of regaining the three rich counties
that had slipped away from the heritage of Hugh the Great.
But Bertha was within the prohibited degrees; and the Pope
insisting upon the unlawfulness of the union, Robert was
excommunicated, and after a long struggle gave her up. But
in 1019, the establishment of Odo 11. of Blois, the son of
Bertha by her former marriage, in the county of Troyes, did
something to avenge the lady’s memory. Robert’s third
marriage with Constance of Arles, the daughter of a Provencal
lord, led to several royal visits to his wife’s native regions
which was a step towards establishing Capetian influence in
the south. But the men of Robert’s own territories disliked
the hard, greedy queen, and the clergy in particular resented
her introduction, into the court of Paris, of the refined
but lax southern manners. Robert’s most important exploitw
was the conquest of Burgundy. His uncle, Duke Henry, had
died without an heir, and after a struggle of fourteen years’
duration, Robert got possession of the great fief; but he soon
granted it to his eldest surviving son Henry, whom, faithful
to his fathers policy, he had crowned king in 1027. He
twice went on pilgrimage to Rome, and was offered the throne
of Italy by the Lombard lords, who were opposed to Conrad
the Salic; yet he found much difficulty in chastising any
petty lord of the Orléanais or the Beauce, who chose to defy
him.

During the declining years of Robert 11., Queen Constance
exercised an increasing influence. She wished to set aside

Henry 1., the young king, Henry of Burgundy, the natural

to3rrobo.  heir, in favour of his younger brother Robert.
But the old king insisted on the rights of the first-born, and
civil war broke out between the brothers, though before long
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they united their arms against their father. When King
Robert died, the contest was renewed ; but finally Henry
secured the throne for himself, and pacified his younger
brother by the grant of Burgundy, which thus went per-
manently back to a separate line of rulers. Henry 1’s
inauspicious beginning lost some ground to the monarchy,
which under him perhaps attained its lowest point of power.
But Henry, if not very wise, was brave and active. Though
his resources prevented any great expeditions, he strove by a
series of petty fights and sieges to protect his frontiers against
two of the strongest and most disloyal of his vassals—the
Count of Blois, and the Duke of Normandy. In neither case
was he successful. .Qdo 1L, after a long struggle, was able
to establish his power on a firm basis, both in Champagne
and Blois. But after Odo’s death in 1037, Henry managed
to absorb some of his fiefs in the royal domain, and scored a
considerable triumph by transferring Touraine from the over-
powerful house of Blois to Geoffrey Martel, Count of Anjou.
The young duke, William of Normandy, who owed his throne
to the support of Henry, which had secured the defeat of the
rebel barons at Val-&s-Dunes, soon grew so powerful as to.
excite the apprehensions of his overlord. In an unlucky
hour, Henry broke the. tradition of friendship that had so
long united Rouen and Paris. He twice invaded Normandy,
but on both occasions the future conqueror of England proved
" more than a match for him. In 1054 Henry was defeated
at Mortemer, and again, in 1058, at Varaville. Another
difficulty in the way of the monarchy was the fact that Henry
married late, and his health was already breaking up when the
eldest son, borne to him by his wife Anne of Russia, was still
a child. Nevertheless, in 1059, Henry procured the coro-
nation of his seven-year-old son Philip at. Reims, and the
-great gathering of magnates from all parts of France that
attended the ceremony showed that the succession to the
throne was still an event of national interest. Yet with all
his weakness, Henry 1. held firm to the ancient traditions of the
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Frankish monarchy. When the reforming Pope Leo 1x. held
his synod of Reims to denounce simony, Henry was so jealous
of the Pope that he prevented the French prelates from attend-
ing it. He watched with alarm the results of the absorption
of Lorraine and the kingdom of Arles in the Empire, and
boldly wrote to Henry 111, claiming by hereditary right the
palace at Aachen, possessed by his ancestors, and all the
Lotharingian kingdom kept from its rightful owners by the
tyranny of the German king. It is significant that the weakest
of the early Capetians should thus pose against the strongest
of the Emperors as the inheritor of the Carolingian tradition.
In 1060 Henry died, and the little Philip 1. was ac-
knowledged as his successor without a murmur, During his
PhilipL, minority, Count Baldwin v. of Flanders held the
, 10601108 regency, paying perhaps more regard to his
interests as a great feudatory, than to his duty to his ward.

#1t was possibly owing to this attitude that Baldwin allowed

his son-in-law, William the Bastard, to fit out the famous
xpedition which led to the conquest of England, and thus
gave one of the chief vassals of France a stronger posi-
ion than his overlord. The year after the battle of Hastings
aldwin of Flanders died, and henceforward Philip ruled
in his own name. As he grew up, he gained a bad reputa-
tion for greed, debauchery, idleness, and sloth. Before
he attained old age he had become extraordinarily fat
and unwieldy, while ill-heaith still further diminished his
activity. Yet Philip was a shrewd man, of sharp and
biting speech, and clear political vision. His quarrel with
the Church was the result of his private vices rather than
his public policy. As early as 1073 he was bitterly
denounced by Gregory vil. as the most simoniac, adulterous,
and sacrilegious of kings. But he gave most offence to
the Church when, in rogz, he repudiated his wife, Bertha
of Holland (with whom he had lived for more than twenty
years), in favour of Bertrada of Montfort, the wife of Fulk
Réchin, Count of Anjou, whom he married after a complaisant
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bishop bad declared her former union null. This bold step
brought on Philip’s head not only the arms of the injured
Fulk, and of Bertha’s kinsfolk, but a sentence of excommunica-
tion from Urban 11 (1094). Though a way to reconciliation
was soon opened up by the death of Bertha, the Pope never-
theless persisted in requiring Philip to repudiate his adulterous
consort. Philip never gave up Bertrada, and never received
the full absolution of the Church. Nevertheless, the war
which he carried on against the Papacy did.not cost him the
allegiance of his subjects, though to it was added a long .
conflict with Gregory vir’s ally, William the Conqueror. So
weak was he that he dared not prevent the holding of
councils on French soil at which he was excommunicated,
and the great crusading movement proclaimed. But Philip
was more active and more shrewd than his ecclesiastical

-enemies thought. He turned his attention with single-minded

energy towards the increase of the royal domain, preferring
the inglorious gain of a castle or a petty lordship to indulging
in those vague and futile claims by which his three pre-
decessors had sought in” vain to hide their powerlessness.
He took possession of the lapsed fief of Vermandois, and,
not being strong enough to hold the district in his own
Kands, -established there his brother Hugh the Great, the
famous crusading hero and the father of a long line of
Capetian counts of Vermandois, who were all through the next
century among the surest supports of the Capetian throne.
Philip also absorbed the Vexin and the Valois, thus securing
important outworks to protect his city of Paris from Normandy
and Champagne. By his politic purchase of Bourges, Philip.
for the first time established the royal power on’a solid basis
south of the Loire. But the weak point of Philip’s acquisi-
tions was that he had not force sufficient to hold them firmly
against opposition. Hampered by the constant unfriendliness
of the Church, broken in health and troubled in conscience,
he ended his life miserably enough. Formally reconciled to
the Pope before the-end of his days, he died in the habit . -

-
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of a monk, declaring that his sins made him unworthy to
be laid beside his ancestors and St. Denis, and humbly
consigning himself to the protection of St. Benedict. When
the vault at Fleury closed over his remains, French history
began a new starting-point. Philip 1. was the last of the early
Capetianswho were content to go on reigning without governing,
after the fashion of the later Carolingians. It was reserved
for his successors to convert formal claims into actual posses-
sions. Nevertheless, the work of Philip set them on the right
track. In his shrewd limitation of policy to matters of practical
moment, and his keen insight into the drift of affairs, the gross,
profligate, mocking Philip prepared the way for the truer
expansion of France under his son and grandson. His reign
is the bridge between the period of the early Capetians and
the more fruitful and progressive period that begins with
Louis vi
The history of the struggles of the Capetians and Caro-
lingians, and of the first faint efforts of the former house to
h realise some of the high pretensions of the old
e great . . . .
fiefs under Frankish monarchy, is only one side of the history
g;ep:i‘ixs of France during the tenth and eleventh centuries.
" Divided as was all the western world, there was
no part of it more utterly divided in feeling and interest than
the kingdom of the West Franks. When the early Capetians
were carrying on their petty warfare in the regions between
Seine and Loire, or making their vain progresses and empha-
sising their barren claims over more distant regions, half a
score of feudal potentates as able, as wealthy, and as vigorous
as themselves were building up a series of local states with
foundations as strong, and patriotism as intense, as those of
the lords of Paris. The tenth and eleventh centuries saw
the consolidation of the provincial nationalities of France, the
growing up of those strong local states which play so con-
spicuous a part in later medizeval French history, and which,
centuries after their absorption into the royal domain, con-
tinued to be centres of keen local feeling, and are not
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crushed out of existence even by modern patriotism and the
levelling-up of the Revolution. Equally important with their
politica! influence was their influence on arts, language, and
literature. Into the details of this history it is impossible to
go ; but without a general survey of the process, we shouid
lose the key to the subsequent history of France.

The first among the great fiefs of France to acquire a
" distinct character of its own was Normandy, which since the
treaty of Clair-on-Epte in gx1 had been handed
over by Charles the Simple to Rolf the Ganger
and his Viking followers. The pirates gave up their wandering
life of plunder, became Christians, and tillers of the soil.
Rollo divided the lands of his duchy among his kinsfolk and
followers. In one or two generations, the descendants of the
pirate chieftains became the turbulent feudal aristocracy that.
held even their fierce dukes in check, and found the little
duchy too small a field for their ambition and enterprise.
_For a time they retained their Norse character. In some
districts, especially in the Bessin and the Cotentin, the great
mass of the population had become Scandinavian in tongue
and manners. Constant relations with Norwegian and
Danish kings' kept alive the memory of their old home.
Harold Blue Tooth protected Duke Richard against
Louis 1v.. Swegen sought the help of the lord of Rouen
in avenging the massacre of St. Brice on the English. But
the ready wit and quick adaptability of the Scandinavian
races could not long withstand the French influences sur-
rounding them. The constant friendly relations bétween the
Norman dukes and both the Carolingian and Capetian kings
precipitated the change. The dukes and barons of Normandy
became French in tongue and manners. But they became
French with a difference. The French of Caen and Rouen
were more restless, more enterprising, more ambitious, and
more daring than the French of Paris and Orleans. The con-
temporary chroniclers saw:the importance of the distinction.

*O France,’ says Dudo of Saint-Quentin, ‘thou wert crushed
!

Normandy.



84 European History, 918-1273

to the earth. Behold, there comes to thee a new race from
Denmark. Peace is made between her and thee. That race
will raise thy name and thy power to the heavens.” Nor was
this prophecy a false one. Despite its constant turbulence,
Normandy became filled with a vigorous local life that soon
flowed over its own borders. What the Normans could not
teach themselves, they learnt from wandering Italians or
Burgundians. The Normans stood in the forefront of all the
great movements of the time. They upheld the Capetians
against the Carolingians. They became the disciples of Cluny,
and from the Norman abbey of Le Bec soon flowed a stream
of culture and civilisation that bade fair to rival Cluny itself.
They covered their land with great minsters, and wrote stitring
chansons de geste in their Norman dialect of the French
tongue. Yet they kept themselves so free of their suzerain’s
influence, that not even through the Church could the Capetian
kings exercise any authority in Normandy. Throughout the
whole province of Rouen, the Church depended either upon
the local seigneur or upon the Norman duke. They were the
champions of the Hildebrandine Papacy. They were foremost
in the Crusades. Their duke, William the Bastard, conquered
England, and in the next generation his Norman followers
swarmed over Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. Private Norman
adventurers attempted to found .a kingdom in Spain, and
set up a monarchy in southern Italy strong enough to wrest
Sicily from Islam [see pages 104-118]. Throughout the length
and breadth of Europe, Norman warriors, priests, and poets
made the French name famous. With the activity of the
Normans first begins the preponderance of French ideas,
customs, and language throughout the western world.
The old Celtic tribal state of Brittany had been almost
overwhelmed by the Norman invasions, and had lost all its
. former prosperity. The most sacred shrines of
Brittany.  the vast crowd of the Breton saints were pillaged
and destroyed. At the best, the holy relics were transferred
to Paris, to Orléans, or some other safe spot, far away from
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the marauding pagan. When Rolf got from Charles the
Simple the duchy of Normandy, it is said that he asked for
fresh land to plunder, while his followers learnt the arts of
peace in their new home. In' some vague way Charles
granted him rights of suzerainty over Brittany. The Normans
harried the land -for another generation, and, as later in
Wales and Ireland, many Norman chieftains settled down in
the more fertile eastern districts of Upper Brittany. But a
Celtic reaction followed. Led by Alan of the Twisted Beard
(barbe torte), the native Bretons rose against their oppressors
and made common cause with the Gallo-Roman peasantry
against them. Alan became ‘the founder of the county
(afterwards duchy) of Brittany, a state half French and
half Celtic, including besides ‘la Bretagne bretonnante’
‘of the western peninsula of Lower Brittany, the French-
speaking lands of the Lower Loire and the Vilaine, with the
purely French town of Rennes for its capital, and the equally
French Nantes for its chief seaport. But despite the differ-
ences of tongue and custom, there was an essential unity
of feeling in the new duchy, based on the disappearance
both of the Celtic tribal .system and the Gallo-Roman pro-
vincial system in favour of a feudalism that was common to
Celt and Frenchman alike. Brittany, despite its composite
origin, retained and still retains a marked type of local nation-
_ ality, less active and energetic than the Norman, but more
dogged, persevering, and enduring. When Alan Barbe-torte
died in 952, Brittany had become an organised feudal state.
The county of Flanders grew up in the flat country
between the Scheldt and the sea. Like Brittany, it had
suffered terribly from Norman invasions; Like
Brittany, it was not homogeneous in language and
custom. In all the northern and .eastern districts the Low
Dutch tongue prevailed, but in the south-east, round Lille and .
Douai, French was spoken. Baldwin of the Iron Arm, a
Carolingian official who became the son-in-law of Charles
the Bald, distinguished himself by leading the Flemings te

‘Flanders,
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victory against the Normans, and obtained from his father-in-
law an hereditary supremacy over the whole district bounded
by the Scheldt, the North Sea, and the Canche, and therefore
including the modern Artois with the homage of great barons
like the counts of Boulogne and Saint-Pol. Four other
Counts Baldwin continued their ancestor’s exploits. Of these
the most famous was Baldwin v., the uncle and guardian of
Philip 1., and the father-in-law of William the Conqueror. It
was under Baldwin v. that the Flemish towns, whose strong
walls had served to shelter previous generations from the
Viking marauders, first enter upon their long career of poli-
tical liberty and industrial prosperity. When Baldwin v. died
in 1067, the year after his son-in-law’s establishment in
England, medizval Flanders had well begun its glorious
but tumultuous and blood-stained career. To the south of
Flanders lay the Vermandois, round its chief town
of Saint Quentin, and including the northern parts
of the restricted ‘Francia’ of the tenth century. We have
seen the importance of its counts in the days of the struggle
of Carolingians and Capetians, and the establishment of a
Capetian line of counts of Vermandois in the person of Hugh
the Great, the brother of Philip 1.

Champagne became the chief fief of north-eastern France,
A special feature in this district was the power of the bishops,
Champagne and in consequence the influence of the crown.
and Blols.  The metropolitans of Reims played a great local
as well as a great national part. The bishops of Chilons
became counts of their cathedral city; the bishops of
Troyes, the local capital, only just failed in attaining the
same end. ‘Everywhere,” we are told, ‘the mighty oppressed
the feeble, and men, like fishes, swallowed each other up.’
In the course of the tenth century a strong lay power arose in
this district under the counts of Troyes. During the tenth
century the country was held by a branch of the house of
Vermandois. In 1019 it passed, as we have seen, to the
house of Blois. However, the power of the family was soon
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endangered by the separation of Champagne and Blois under
the two elder sons of Odo 11, after his death in r037.

The county of Blois, itself the original seat of the Capetians
but carved out of their dwindling domain in favour of a
hostile house, had already been united with that of Chartres.
The establishment of the same house in Troyes created
a state which pressed upon Paris both from the west,
south, and east, and was frequently hostile to it. Before
long, this powerful line began to absorb the lesser feudatories
of the eastern marchland, and to make its influence feit
even over the great ecclesiastical dignitaries. After the -
county of Vitry was transferred from the obedience of
the Archbishop of Reims to the authority of the counts of
Troyes, the lords of the amalgamated fiefs’ assumed the
wider title of counts of Champagne, and became one of the
greatest powers in Francer Against these gains the loss of
Touraine was but a small one. Odo’s grandson, Stephen,
Count of Blois and Chartres (1089-1102), was one of the
heroes of the First Crusade, and the father, by his wife Adela,
daughter of William the Conqueror, of 2 numerous family in
whose time the house of Blois attained its highest prosperity.
His second son, Theobald (1. of Champagne and 1v. of
Blois, called Theobald the Great, died 1152) reigned over both
Blois and Champagne. His third son, Stephen, acquired not

.only the counties of Mortain and Boulogné but the throne of

England. His fourth son, Henry, was the famous Bishop of
Winchester. Though Blois and Champagne again separated

- under different lines of the house of Blois after Theobald’s

death, their policy remained united, and their influence was
still formidable.

Like Blois, Anjou grew up out of the‘orxgmal domains of
Robert the Strong. Fulk the Red, who died in 941, and
was rewarded with Anjou for his prowess in
resisting the Normans, was the first' hereditary
Count of Anjou .of whom history has any knowledge, though
legends tell of earlier mythical heroes and a ;vitch ancestress,
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whose taint twisted into evil the strong passions and high
courage of the later representatives of the race. Though their
exploits are told in a somewhat romantic form, there remains
enough to enable us to form more individual impressions of
the fierce, wayward Angevin lords than of most of the shadowy
heroes of early feudalism. With Geoffrey Martel, great-
grandson of Fulk the Red, who died in 1060, the first line
of the Counts of Anjou became extinct ; but his sister’s son
Geoffrey the Bearded got possession of the county, and became
the ancestor of the famous line that later ages than their own
celebrated as the house of Plantagenet. His descendants
grew in dominions and influence. Touraine they had pos-
sessed since Henry 1. had transferred that county from the
house of Blois to Geoffrey Martel. They now turned their
eyes on Maine, the border district that separated them
from the Normans. This brought about a long struggle
between the Norman dukes and the Angevin counts, which
was not finally ended until Henry 1. of Normandy and
England married his daughter, the widowed Empress Matilda,
to Geoffrey the Fair, from which marriage sprang the greatest
of the Angevins, Henry 11. of England, Normandy and Anjou.

The duchy of Burgundy was the last remaining great fief of
the Capetians in northern and central France. While various
kingdoms, duchies, and counties of Burgundy grew
up, as we have seen, in the imperial lands beyond
the Sadne and the Rhone, one Richard the Justiciar, famous
like all the founders of fiefs as a successful foe of the Nor-
man marauders, became, in 877, the first duke or marquis
of that Burgundy which became a French vassal state. His
brother was Boso, founder of the kingdom of Provence, his
brother-in-law was Rudolf| king of Transjurane Burgundy, and
his son was Rudolf, king of the French. His sons succeedea
him in his rule, though for more than a century each suc-
cessive duke received a fresh formal appointment; and it
was not until a junjor branch of the Capetian house began
with Robert the Old (1032-1073), the younger brother of
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King Henry 1., that the heredltary duchy of Burgundy can be
said to have been definitively established.

South of the Loire the development of feudal states took
evena more decided form than in the north. In these regions
feudal separation had the freest field to run riot.
There was stil. 2 nominal duke of Aquitaine, who
mxght be regarded as having some sort of vague authority
over the old Aquitania that was substantially synonymous
with south-western France; but neither in Gascony, nor
Auvergne, nor in La Marche, nor in the Limousin was any
recognition paid to this shadowy potentate.  The duchy of
Aquitaine seemed on the verge of sharing the fate of the
kingdom of France and disappearing altogether because it~
stood outside the newly grown feudal system, when, like. the
kingdom of France, it procured a new lease of life by being
granted to a house that, like the Robertians of Paris, pos-_
sessed with great fiefs a firm position in the new system.
In 928 Ebles, Count of Poitou, received a grant
of the duchy of Aquitaine, and in 951 William
Tow-head, his son by a daughter of Edward the Elder of -
Wessex, was confirmed in his father’s possession by Louis
d’Outremer. The county that took its name from Poitiers
was a substantial inheritance. It was the marchland that
divided north and south, but its main characteristics were those
of the north. Its uplands seldom permit the cultivation of the
vine, and its manners, like its climate and tongue, were northern.
As the dialects of Romance became differentiated, Poitou
spoke, as it still speaks, a dialect of the north French tongue,
the Jangue d'ofl. Aquitaine proper spoke the southern langue
d'v¢, and differed in a thousand ways from the colder, fiercer,
ruder, more martial lands of the north. But the infusion of
fresh blood from Poitou saved the Aquitaine duchy from
extinction, Eight dukes of Aquitaine and counts of Poitou
reigned in succession to William Tow-head, seven of whom
were named William. Under this line county after county was
gradually added to the original fief of Poitou. At last all the
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Limousin, Auvergne, and parts of Bern owned them as at
least nominal lords. Gascony, in the lands beyond the
Garonne, had since 872 been ruled by a hereditary line of
dukes, whose favourite name was Sancho. On the
extinction of this family, Gascony, with its depen-
dencies, passed in 1062 to William vnr of Poitiers, whose
grandson William x., the last of the male stock of the house
of the Guilhems, died in 1137, leaving the nominal over-
lordship over the swarm of seigneurs that ruled the district
between the Loire, the Pyreneces, and the Cevennes to his
daughter Eleanor, whose vast inheritance made Louis viI of
France and Henry 11. of England in succession successfuf
suitors for her hand. Under the fostering care of the
Williams, Aquitaine had prospered in civilisation and the
arts; and their court at Poitiers, whose magnificent series of
Romanesque basilicas still attests the splendour of their
capital, became the centre of the earliest literary efforts of
the troubadours, the poets and minstrels of the Jengue doc,
though the southern tongue of the court was not the Poitevins’
native speech.

To the east of Aquitaine the county of Toulouse became the
nucleus of a sort of monarchical centralisation that, by the
beginning of the twelfth century, had brought the
French lands beyond the Aquitanian border, the
imperial lands between the Alps and the Rhone, and the old
Spanish march between the Pyrenees and the Ebro, to look to
Toulouse as the source of its intellectual and almost of its
political life. The lands dependent on the counts of Toulouse
became emphatically the Languedoc, the region where the
Romance vernacular of southern Gaul was spoken with the
greatest purity and force. While the subjects of the dukes of
Aquitaine had the purity of their Gascon contaminated by the
Basque of the Pyrenean valleys, and the northern idiom of the
lands beyond the Gironde and Dordogne, the followers of the
counts of Toulouse spoke the same tongue as the Burgundian
vassals of the count of Provence. or the fiefce marchers
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ruled by the counts of Barcelona. The tongue of Oc has
as much claim to be regarded as a language distinct from
northern French, as northern French has to be considered .
separate from Italian or Spanish. It was the first Romance
. tongue that boasted of a strong vernacular literature, and those
who spoke it were the first Romance people to attain either the
luxuries or corruptions of an advanced civilisation, Its spread
over southiern Gaul drew a deep dividing line between northern
and southern France that has not yet been blotted put. It
gave the subjects of the southern feudalists, like the counts
of Toulouse and the dukes of Aquitaine, a solidarity that
- made them almost separate nations, like the Flemings or the
Bretons. Its vast expansion between the Alps and the Ebro
bade fair to overleap the boundaries set by the Treaty of
Verdun, and set up in those regions a well-defined nationality
strong and compact enough to be a make-weight against the
_growing concentration of the northern French under the
Capétian kings. But the civilisation of Languedoc flowered
too early to produce mature fruit. We shall see how.in the
thirteenth century it succumbed to the ruder spirit of the north.
Raymond 1., the first hereditary count of Toulouse, died
in 864. His success