
PREFACE 

Tribal development administration assumes a great 

significance in India particularly because of socio-economic 

necessi ti~s and Constitutional commitments. After more than ··four 

decades of developmental efforts on the part of the government, 

the ·tribals ·in the country continue to exist ignorant, 

impoverished ,.exploited and backward in several respects. This 

study is a modest attempt to find out the issues involved in the 

administration of development programmes for these indigenous 

people. The United Nations declared the year 1993 as the 

International Year for World's Indigenous Peoples. Iti recognitibn 

of this, the study is expected to offer a few useful ins"ights in 

the administration for tribals. 

The working for u Ph.D is an arctpus task. From the very 

initial stage till the completion of the study, I was fortunate 

enough to ·receive constant· guidal'i'ce,' encouragement and he.lp · from 

my supervisor Dr. Dhrubajyoti Bhaumik, Professor of Political 

Science, University of North Bengal. I am deeply indebted to him. 

:I am also grat~ful to Prof. S.N. Ray, Dr.P.K. Sengu~ta and Dutish 

Chakraborty, all my teachers, and Dr. Yasin in the Deptt. of 

Political Science, NBU, for their encouragement and assistanc~ at 

different stage of this work~ 

I al~ay~ remember with gratitude Dr. B.D. ~har~a, ex-

Commissioner for SC and ST, Govt. of India; Dr. P.S.K~ M~noni 
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then Advisor, Backward Class Divis ion,. Planning Commission; . Dr. 
. . . 

A. K. Das,: former Director of the Ct1l tural Research Institute·, 

t 1 d M R N S h SRO 0 £ the s~me Govt. of Wes · Ben.ga , . an r. . . a a, 

Institute for their.valuable advide. 

1 am also thankful to Prof. Kuldeep M~thur of JNU, P~Of. 

R.N. Thakur of It~A·,. New Delhi, Prof. SaChidananda, former 

Di~ector of A.N. Sinha Institute of Social Sciences, Patna, Prof. 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Centenary Professor of Calcutta University 

and now Vice-Chancellor of Burdawan University, Dr. R.R. Prasad, 

Dy~ Dir~ctor in NIRD, Hyd~rabad, for offering valuable comments 

and suggestions ··which helped a lot in improving this . work. 

The library stiff of Centre for Studies in Social Sc~ences, 

CRI. and National Library in Calc.utta; A.N.Sinha Institute of 

Social Sciences, P~tna; Tribal ·Res~arch Institute, Ranchi; 

JNU · IIPA , I I NASSDOC in Delhi; NIRD in Hyderabad; St. Joseph's 

College,North Bengal Un.iversity, and District Library in 

' 
Datjeeling have co- operated in tracing out relevant books and 

journals. I express my since~e thanks to them. 

I am also thankful to. the U.G.C and Rev. Fr. J. Pappadil 

s. J,.,. Principal of rriy College for granting me a leave tinder 

Fachlty Improvement Programme to complete this work. Further, I 

wiLt. be failing in my dtity if I do not r~cord my thanks to 

the di~trict ·officers, bank personnel, members of Panchayats 

and many innocent tribal responder1ts in Darjeeling who 

provided necessary assistance and information without which 

p~rhaps this study would not have been possible. 1 also 

express my sincere-thanks to Mr. . c. Toppo, Clerk in the 
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Deptt. of· Political Science, NBU,. for typing out and 

cyclostyling of interview schedule~; Mr. Michael Outta of 

Department of Geography, .N.B.U. for cartographic work and Mr. 

Dinesh Varma, Administrator of Gigabyte Computer Systems,· 

Mr. Pallab Sanyal of ACES, St. . ·Joseph's 

College Centre, O~rjeeling, for computerising thi~ thesi~,· 

and to my colleagues and students, particularly Ashesh Rai 

and Navin Tamang, who. assisted much during busy hours of 

computer typing and · proof reading. 

Last, but not least, my parents.and brothers always wished 

for early completion of this work; my wife Mithil~Sh always 

Stood as a source. of· perpetual inspirations, and my soh· 

Abhishek and daughter Abhilasha 

presence on several· occassions, 

accelerated the pace of this 

indebtedness, gratitude and affection to 

St. Joseph's College 
(University Deptt.) 
North Point, Darjeeling. 

December 31st, 1~93 
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who often missed my 

all these- invisibly 

study. I record my 

all of them. 

LALAN P. GUP'I'A 


