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"the ~~ biatoq ot tbe buaan J"aOe, •• vrl tea Po rete r, la 

tbe bJ.e~oJ7 of tn•en affection. ln o•pariaon with lt all o-ther 

h1•~oriea - locluding eooru.io bl•toJ7 - are f a lH. " 1 .Be ins 
£... 

ooncerne4 vi th tbe atwl7 of hia~o17 tha~ deale vi '\h hwlaJ'l raee ,. 
ill nl.atlon ~o tm.an a.tteo'\lo-. Ponter gl wa in hia oo..-e le full 

weJ.ch't to pereonal nlat1onah1p vhioh, be thJ.Bka, 1• bla pzaJ.aar:J 

ooace~ u a no-.eliat. It ia 1n ttu_a apt.re that be oonalden 

the .ubtletiea of acral lite. Both 1n hJ.a nowla and aiaoella­

M0\\8 wrltinga be giwa ertdenoe of bia cleep concern vlth tbe 

probl em of peraonal relation. Hie method of dealing with aoolal 

p roblema in the novole ie na'\urally in tune with hie oonoeptlon 

of peraonal iateroouree which ie the baeia of bie new aoolal 

oi"Cler. An iclealietic libenl who baa trut ,n-ltbar 14 polltloal 

action 40J' 1a poll '\ioal. refonten, :ron'\er la of op141oa that 

man ia inna~l7 good, and that be oan expreaa b1a tme nature 

in a proper fona ot aoole'\;y. Hie 1roJV, therefore, aasalla the 

asenciea tba~ oaa~ oatunl •otlon, dewlop resU..ntecl ouUook, 

and lllpecle the lite or spontarwitJ, paaalon and frlendahip. He 

alao deplore• '\be role ot eoiel'IDe vhJ.oh la repa.agoa.tR to the 

emergence of an aesthetic order. ._turall7, be 1a aorrJ tba'\ 

econ.omic ellterprlaea, which Mienae baa bleseea , han made tbe 

1. 'l>e Senectute ', The Logfcn Magyige, IV , 11 ( l o-vember 1957) 
pp .15-18. <.\loted by H .J , Oli:fle r in The Ar\ of 
ot E,M.P0£1,!r, p.g 
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aoc1em pbiliati.nea aea'\hetioallJ eterile, 1Jia«1na\iwly weak, 

ana •otionall7 ool4. He oarloa\uree hie oonYentional obaraotera 

tor \blair JJaablli\7 to 'oo!UIIIot •. Hie ideal obanot.eN, howewr, 

appear olear-etcht.ed 1 tbeJ an endowed vi th all potential! tlea 

tor pe reoaal i.Gterocnuwe • 

All BdvaJ'dian ill point ot tiae and in ep1r1t 1 l'oreter ia 

01111 ot the oelebrat.ed aowliate ot aodem tiaea vbo• npu~tion 

nata rather on a ft1'7 elender output. Slnoe tba publication of 

A PMMS' '\o 1DIIl1a ill 1924, be saw Mthi.ag b7 vq ot fiction, 

thouah be had beell writing oa aattera of Yital 1apor\&D8e to 

aank1nd all tbe while Wltll h18 death. 'l'be oloee at\elltion be 

baa r•oeiwd froa bia oountleaa raa4era and liter&rJ oritioe ia 

obvio~aly beoau• of tbe aetiouloua ael188 of art be baa brought 

to bear upon tbe fol'll or tbe novel and t he new 41.-naio.na. ,. he 

added to it. 

Poreter '• ard.ent belief in an aeetblticallJ refined 

life and ill au.obj aoolal orcle r, bereft of tbe llqt.at ot induetr1a-

11eat.1on and cololl1aat1on1 ia reintol'Oed bJ hie endon-nt ot 

ea.e riober ftlu.ea eaeential tor tbe •ercenoe of a religioua 

a\ti twle to lite. PeJ'8\1.114ed to retreat to a eater gJ"O'WIIl lia 

tolerant 1n41Y14 ali• oviqs to the exploaion ot tba Victorian 

dre• ot 'belWftlent aooial prcwnaa, Pont.er, while uuruU.n« 
any of the popular oreecle of tod~, or a:tt:t ot the aethoda of t he 

PJ'OPII8BD4iete, lqa •pbaaie oa the bolineaa ot heart 'a atfectiona, 

in one 'a being true to oMaelf, and in tbe propon1on of blood • 

brain and apirit which Meredi~ atreeae4. 
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hra'ter'a aooial orltioi• Mrfta aa a contOUJ" lilae in 

the aap of hia fictional vorld becauae he doea not illteacl hia 

zaowla to lte •n eooiolocloal blu.-prln'\a in api\e ot tba 

.ooepud tao'\ tba't b1a ia a aophla'\ioated a14cUe-ol.aaa vorl4. 

The &rafting of a .a.v ozder ln the oollftz:dlonal llt., ar\18-

tloall.J in'\ervown. la, therefore, well -toba4 vith bia 

ii'OIIJ '\bat uaa1la tba bouzoseoia aooieQ. !be 14eal lite, ao 

pin-y,oin'ted in the earlier ncwele, eellpMa tbe ar\itiolal 

lite of tba vorlcl of aaoba, npn•nted b7 Savaton, whioll, 

vbil.e bei.Qs plaaecl in cont.J"aet vi tb tt. other, the DOWliat 

deairea to Ylev u a aetaaorphoaia on tbe linea of h1a tbeaia. 
13.. 

He oberiahea 14eala c4 lite tilat a13ht baTe bad nle~e to 
A 

tbe cla s sloal paat of Gneoe, bu't do GOt pemap. ba.J1aon1 .. 

vi t.h the o•pl.ioa'Wd nat~ of aooial OJ"S&n1aa'\1on. in tba 

ao4ern world. Yet t. ia oredi ted vi 'tb the fUll illpor\ of hie 

ail11Dere aonl intention aDd. re-orea'\ion of real lite - i.M 

lite of .. e'\Mtio ftluea. 

•onter ia AOV eotmevl.eqM to be o• of thoee J'U"e 

au'\bon llboee boolal an iaanaaiaslJ appnoiate4 DO'\ MNlJ 

tor t.heir 1n'\enat1ns atoriea, rieh 4a.eatie oa.e47, or vi• 

aqizwa, or loft7 14eaa '\hat •tatle their ,..ea, lMt tor the 

1"8YOlu'\ioDU7 app1"01118h t.o life and '\be 'pn'\le "' za•at pbilo­

aoptq• vi'\b vbioh ba 1.a pnal'all7 on41Wcl. Al.Vlo.cll h1a DOWla 

oo\.tld be read with irreaia'\ible inquiaitiwaaae, aa bi.Ui• 

thinu, yet tbe7 aq appear, in the opllllon of George S•paon, 
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aa '\M vr1 tizwa of the • abJ, unworldly qual! ty • • 1 The d1 wr­

g1ng Yieva of the oritioe, therefore, epring 11"011 their baaic 

approaoh to Porater'a vora tra. different. &1181•• ot rtaion 1 

the tu.Dd.-ntal point ia vbetber ll'oreter abould .be at.wlied 

ob~eot1nly, or the :reali• in hia nowla abould be eaUIIated 

trca tba aubjeot.iw point of Yiev aloM. Na'\unlq, therefore, 

11 '\er&I"J ori t.lo1• 011 Ponter baa Mftr been uni.fol"'l tor 

obTiOUII reasone. !be eri tic a generally ales '\he point that 

Jlorater • • novels -bod7 tbe cri tici• of Edward ian aOMJ' 'ialuea 

~t tlouriabH in a period vhioh vi t•••o Englan4 cbaQs1ns 

troa the leading imluatrial power in E\u'ope into a lea4iD« 
the 

financial power. Such a gradual change on/eoeial plane appears 

aubtly reflected in hie stories and no~ls ; and each ot thea 

la7e emphasis on the reversal of value a with a view to .ugeating 

1 ts iapaot on th8 apir1 tual fraae ot b~ lite. 

L1'\erar,y or1t1oiaa on forater by now is aurp1•iaillgl7 

aubetant1al 1n voluae 1n epi te of "'-is ••14• ntly aeag" t1ot1onal 

output. Becent cri tic1• on Ponter ha.a, however, been conoernecl 

prtaar1ly with the ap1r1tual and, partly, the aetapbyaioal aapeota. 

lt baa laid gftat etreaa on the •7atioal upect ot Ponter'a 

an. J••• MoCon.D;y'a 'book 1a an atte.pt towarda an 1nterpn­

tation ot ~oreter in the light of the prino1plea ot tiotional 

&I"'\ expounrled bJ the novella'\ hill•elt in Apeota of '\b! tfowl. 

J .B.Beer oonaiders him aa a roaantic vriter. la,ing atreaa on 

the tact that Poreter • a ••·aen.ae ot real! ty 1e alV&7• Tig1lan:t, 

1. George Saapaon, The Conoiae Caabr1clp Hit'\orx ot E¥111h 
L1Hrat.)U3, C•br14p Un1YereitJ Preaa, 
1949, p.969 
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~. hJ.8 1lavaJI4 T1a1on., "1 x.w.ol"&&MMden T1eva taa aa a 

writer •• baa JUMcl Mot "* t~tien ot 4artme• alOIW 

tbOH -to" vbeze ~ Blll].iab .,1r1t baa •1•• ta. .W.teeath 

eeat~ •• QMia117 ,._... 4ova 811111 llaJllcbte4. " 2 

!be~ .- or1,1oa 1 on tile na..r bani, vbo oonaU.er hmer 

in relaUoa to b1a podt10G 1n tba lllteral tn41Uca ot .S..Il 

bl ,... pel'blpa tbe 1u'\ nrriwr 1a -.r11.- Ut.en'twe. Itor 

haM "-la.l'4a h.ta .. "tba tNpft• e-.ple of the WJ7 ariateo~ 

d 11'-ftl lldeU•t\al1•··' ~r1111zlg1 too, haa aade aut.­

vonllf' at~ ot hnter t.- ta.- potm ot n.v. Bill• 

eriU.a baw at1111e4 hatezo•a vorlla 1D tba lJcbt ot h1a llllenl. 

ftluaa a8ll 14-

cnva ~· a 110tevo~ •-'Jaate ot Porner'• aorela 1Jl ala\1on 

\o '\bah- .auJ,Hopbioal .-.uoatiou. Wlltftcl Bton. • a appi'OIIOh to 

tbe at.\ldJ ot tbe -..JIBI'GUDII of Ponter'• 14eaa ADI1 ~ ftl'iaua 

1Dtlue-• on hia a1114, throve a ,..., 11ctst oa the art ot tM 

... uat. o.R,ftuapaon•a appJIOIIIDb to ,._.'\er 1a notft- a.ow4 

1.- that ot ... r. He tbJ.aD '\bat PoJWter'e anele are za••,.•• 
ratblr than Mn la aad the pr1.1111pal ao'\11'08 of hia Qalloliall 1• 

eoata'\J.a eaperieDDe. 

!ben J.a, howwr, a oc.pletely 41fte:rent Snlll al8o So lie 
bri~a 

t4NIIIIl 1D l'o•ter orJ.S1o1aa, D,B,Ba~ uta a •v llfP~h to 

llear ~ •...-r•a aJ't .. a aoft11et. Be oone14en hmer•e 
~ 

•b-'-w.nt, trca ~o~ fd Tiev or&aooial or1'\1o1a •WW 

1. J .B.Beer, the AOh.lt'!'MJlt. of E,M,bnHrt LoGd.on. 196,,p,15 
2. K,W,OftJWden. fi,M,IorQv, Lonlllon, 1962, p.118 

'· B. Itor BftGI, Brwl11h W.\t.a\»n Btiwta Sbl Wan, Lon4oa,p.27 
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in hill ~ ncwele. AOc ordias to hill • Po mer • • por\fttla]. of 

the l.U. of puu1~1oal --.oiale ia tal8e1 -. ..... lt 1• 

._. ,._ aoeial tal8Meot. OW10U817 • •~ .,. ... of 

aoal 11J11Ml1•• -..-.11111 to aa.,..., e.U llaYe lleea ._.t.t 
upOD .-h a f..._Uon. 1 tilt. _,. of or.l tie&., ll•ewr, 414 

not cleftlop ooaaldera~ t• olrrioua ...... ~ 18 u 

ari18tt ~Nton, arv 4oo1\daala or.t:Uo1 .. ~ 1hb 1d.lld 

lJai u an hcmen appzeolation of hia at. 

trad1 tlon or etanclpolnt 1a J.Dtr~. While throvJ.aa l~t on 

tbe lia11ed na-ture ot the •ate ot lllllerallaa &Ill \bat ot a 

liberal vz-1'\er, be, bovwwr, ooaeludee tba~ hnt.r'a ftl.•~ , 
? tbr1.- beat o1ll7 iA a vo.rl4 ftl. peaoe, •ourt.v all! opul.eft ... 

Poreter t 8 14eal1at1o appl"'aDh '\o 111'e ball p~pte4 aon 

ot the or1U.oa to oonalder hJa pnaariq t~ * •nbaUo 

poliS ot n.v. !baae cr1U• baw an 1111fonw.ate17 tallla 

adequate raote ot the ooaU.,onaeou eoelal -• vta!eb ooaa1-

dvabq abapot Jllorner•s point fd Y»v .. well aa hia ftoUoQal 

app:roaoh to 1t1 ur haw tbo7 ocm.14enct hill 1A U.. lich' fd 

bia llelJW idl,_., .. lJ7 Me1'841th 1a *•• ahadove M vallra 

anatq. Jlonter 1a, aa 1t were. Meati:\Jt•• .. ut'\ual bau. 
'l'bezetcmt, aa enlilate ~ b1a t!Attl....U p ui?U• or a~o1at 

ln. the light of Meftdf th • 8 lllfl•nee Oil blat 1a bipq llltri• 

gui.JW. •ora'\er '• ftlwaa haw • p.,aa oharaoter 1 the7 aze 

aat.ohe4 .,;alan v. wal.i•Uc lNIO~ fd lite. Hie a&llaa, 

1. D.S.SaYJ18e, 'E.M •• o.N'Mr' 1n WrttOE8 ot !o-4p, Bd ., D. V .Bak8r, 
p.160 

2 • C .B.Cax, PI' ,., h'rJ.\t P• 79. 
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tbaNton, o-.pruaa 'llo'Ul tbl real and tbe 14eal ill a baaoU.ou 

o-'laatloa. !be •.t~~etie aU. ot hJ.e an lMtlJW oGlJ e. •14• 
an ade quate t he 

fd -. ebield, ta. ou.z. 1a ••••~ -,; • ._s.ucm ot/ a•le-

polltloal eoadltloaa oM&lGl• la hla u.. . 
......_. •• U.tMJI\ of -.. -.lllll -J.al -• J.a, u 4011&1tt. 

Naliftle. B1a Yial• of a olaula• aoeJ.et, -zwla« aut ot ,._ 

•-•U• •tw•a tile liPP•r a14dla-olaaa aal t.be lwer -

~ aaft'l ... or •wa1 nlatloo+1• 1a la ._ vital the ..,.:1ar 

clwaMI to .. ialt. u ~u .. zea.-1 ot olaaa 4taU•t1o .. u 

.nu.• la .. , .... ••!lw .. lMt quarier ~ 1.ba .W.'\eeldb 

-'-'· 
a eateMlw ene••UoD of •...ner•a paaltl• .. a orltle 

of \a. bPlab aoo1et7, la--' ~. al_. 8\JIItb or.LU.oa 

.. .._. •-1daft4 h.ia 1a W.e liebt haw 11aite4 t.be-1-..a to 

b1a a"\Uial oa t.ba E-.11111 aSAldle-o~ OOIIftll"lOQa ool7. ftlia 

lJwlte• u lll&lequ.te -•••• ot Ponte:r•a art ill ~be l.Jcb' o~ 

tt. f..-alaU• ot Ala .u..a aa1 t~~eu antnu -.-1uoa 1n 

b1a aowl8t aa es•S•tioa of bia t.ate _.n'\aaiJJac ot ta. 

aonl 41'1 &aa ot tM liPPOr a144le-oU. lite and bJa •btle per­

tnpl of,..,., pe~s.lU.e or •aa1Uw Mil alii v.-n 1A 

Bd•zUaA a.laDI 1a M late-.UDc .. * .v aapeo"• of lite, 

oftQrlQa d bU RftluU-.~ ..Uook, '*"'* eo ofttit.alal7 

v14eae4 till .-.10M 011 U. tlaUoaal vorl4. Azq attellpt to 

• ..,,,. •onter '• aJPI'OIIOb to eooial nallt7 vi th a new to 

aoocwnuw tor tha oba• Mtwen tbe eocial a111eu in hie tleUon 

aa4 1.be ftl•• M elld.oawea, llbCJII.Lld be ,.u -tobed vith abovlN 
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the liaited nature of the :f'ietlo:la.l canvas of the earlier 

novels althcnJBh the .deticienc;y is tully ooapenaated b;y la711W 

etreee on the eyolutlon of the apiri t ae the ul!t~te goal. An 

estimate ~ the apiri tual eTolution in Forster 'e !lOvele beoa.ee 
I 

the core o! this dlsse :r~ation. 

I", 

/ r 
/ I 

t 
• 

/ 

"' , 


