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PREFACE 

The First chapter, “Introduction” is concerned what is the meaning of the word ‘being’. 

Because it is both easy and difficult to answer this question. The word ‘being’ was first 

cast into philosophy by Parmenides, later developed by Aristotle, Aquinas, Augustine, 

and modern philosophers, namely Descartes. So, in this chapter, I will discuss mainly 

the aforementioned Philosophers' concept of Being.  

The Second chapter, “Kierkegaard and Heidegger on Being” shows how Kierkegaard 

deals with human existence. Human existence is the central problem of his 

philosophical writings. He tries to solve this problem by the three stages of life. This 

chapter is also concerned with Heidegger’s concept of Being or Dasein. According to 

him, traditional metaphysics is not concerned with or may have forgotten the concept of 

Being. So, he tries to elaborate on the notion of Being differently. In this chapter, I will 

discuss these two philosopher’s standpoints about being.  

The Third chapter, “The Concept of Being: Sartrean Approach” shows that the 

explanation of Being rejects so many dualisms of appearance and reality, of interior and 

exterior, of potency and actuality which would drain to itself all the being of the 

existent. Phenomenon is what manifests itself. Being manifests itself to all in some way, 

all the phenomena taken by the appearance indicate the being. The world on the whole 

is the Being. For Sartre, there are two regions of being, i.e., Being-in-itself and Being-

for-itself. The connection between the two regions of Being is Nothingness. Being and 

Nothingness are two complementary components of reality, which are united somehow 

in the production of existent. 

The Fourth chapter, “The Concept of Other: An Overview” is concerned mainly with 

Sartre’s Solution to the problem of the Other and his theory of the Other and concrete 
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relations in the world. The problem has been addressed in various ways by a large 

number of well-known philosophers from the existential-phenomenology and analytic 

schools of philosophy. In this chapter, we will explore Sartre’s critiques of idealism, 

realism, and the problem-related positions of Hegel, Husserl, and Heidegger. Sartre first 

uses an example of ‘shame’ to explain Other. Shame recognizes the existence of the 

Other perceiving me when I am in an awkward position. The Other appears to me 

empirically through the perception of the body. He uses the body as an instrument 

which is utilized with other instruments. Concrete relations are relations between 

individuals as well as among groups.  

The Fifth Chapter, “Sartre’s Concept of Freedom” is concerned with how Sartre 

challenges the traditional understanding of freedom by posing the problem in an 

existential framework. According to Sartre, the human being is not completely like 

being-in-itself, but the human being is free. It is impossible for human beings not to be 

free. For him, losing one’s freedom is the same as losing oneself. Therefore, Sartre’s 

conclusion which redefines freedom as the mode of being-for-itself, is thus unexpected 

but it provides a new perspective on our lives.  

The Sixth Chapter, “Conclusion”, is concerned with some inadequacies in Sartre’s 

philosophy. I will figure out is Sartre rightly answered all of the questions raised against 

his philosophy 

  



xi 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First and foremost, I would like to express my heartiest gratitude to my respected 

teacher, mentor, and supervisor, Prof. Debika Saha, Former Professor, Department of 

Philosophy, University of North Bengal, for her inspiration, motivation, valuable 

suggestions, continuous encouragement, co-operation and invaluable guidance 

throughout the tenure of my research period. Her immense knowledge, enthusiasm, 

patience, and supportive nature helped me to take up and complete the objective of my 

present work. 

I would like to convey my heartiest thanks to all the faculty members of the Department 

of Philosophy, Prof. Anirban Mukherjee, Prof. Kantilal Das, Prof. Kaushik Joardar, 

Prof. Jyotish Chandra Basak, Prof. Laxmikanta Padhi, Prof. Nirmal Kumar Roy, Dr. 

Ngaleknao Ramthing, Dr. Swagata Ghosh, Dr. Mayank Bora, and Ms. Anureema 

Bhattacharyya for their continuous support, help, and encouragement. My thanks also 

go to all the non-teaching staff of the Department of Philosophy for their various kinds 

of assistance. 

I would like to extend my heartiest thanks to my co-scholars in the Department of 

Philosophy, for their continuous help and support. I also want to thank the Seminar 

Library, Department of Philosophy, and the Central Library, University of North Bengal 

for giving me study materials and various assistance, without that support, I would 

never have completed my research work. 

Last, but not least, I express my love and gratitude to my parents, Mr. Prabhat Nag and 

Mrs. Namita Nag, my siblings, Dr. Praloy Nag and Rakhi Nag, my beloved friend Mr. 

Dipayan Chanda and my friends and family members for their immense moral support, 

help, and co-operation towards my research activities, which would not have 

crystallized to its present shape without their constant inspiration & encouragement.  


