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PREFACE 

Migration is a global phenomenon since long past. The study of migration has been of 

increasing interest of economists, sociologists, demographers, politicians, policymakers 

and researchers alike who have paid attention forwards an appropriate understanding of 

the mechanism of migration. Several research works have also been done in this field 

so far. Though Sikkim has a very long history of migration with its varied physical 

phenomena and cultural ethnicity. Therefore, it an intensive study on migration has 

becomes inevitable to undertake such a study of migration not ever been undertake as 

yet in the state. Which has a great impact on the social and economic changes in the 

region. 

The main objective of the present study is to examine the structure and socio-

economic conditions of the migrant population and their perception towards the local 

set up and adjustment at the micro-level. 

Keeping in view the above objectives the present work entitled, 

―STRUCTURE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF MIGRANT 

POPULATION IN EAST AND SOUTH DISTRICTS OF SIKKIM AFTER 1975: 

A GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY” will go a long way in understanding the migration 

pattern in Sikkim. The study contains chapters as follows: 

Chapter I - Introduction: This chapter is the introductory part of the research 

work. It deals with the brief conceptual framework, statement of the problem, review of 

literature, the rationale of the study, objectives, hypotheses, database and methodology, 

sample design and size, tools and techniques and profile of the area of study. 

Chapter II - Geographical set up of the study area: This chapter discusses 

with the physical aspects of the study area such as physiography, geology, climate, 

drainage system, soil, vegetation etc. It also highlights the socio-cultural and economic 

aspects of the study area such as growth, distribution and density of population, sex 

ratio, distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe population, educational level, 

ethnicity, occupational structure, health conditions, land use pattern, mines and 

minerals, agricultural and industrial set up, irrigation facilities, power infrastructure, 

transport and communication system and tourism facilities in the study area. 
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Chapter III - Factors and patterns of migration in East and South districts 

of Sikkim: This section of the study highlights the migration history of Sikkim along 

with internal, national and international migration of Sikkim as a whole; factors, which 

are responsible for the in-migration in the study area have been discussed in this 

chapter. Patterns of in-migration in the study area also have been discussed in this 

chapter of the study. 

Chapter IV – Structure and composition of migrants in East and South 

districts of Sikkim: This chapter deals with the rate of migration in the study area. 

Structure and composition of in-migrants in East and South districts of Sikkim have 

also been discussed in this chapter. 

Chapter V – Socio-economic conditions of migrants in East and South 

districts of Sikkim: This chapter deals with the social and economic status of in-

migrants in the study area. Socio-economic conditions include demographic profile, 

economic profile and household status. 

Chapter VI – Satisfaction level of migrants‟: This chapter attempts to analyse 

the perceptions of in-migrants about their life satisfaction, for example, physical and 

mental health condition; job satisfaction; savings and remittance pattern; sleeping 

pattern; happiness, blueness, nervousness, calmness, cheerless level of migrants. 

Chapter VII – Summary and Conclusion: This chapter is the last chapter of 

the study where a summary of the previous chapters has been discussed. This chapter 

includes major findings of the study and policy implications have been presented. 

Different dimensions regarding the scope for future research also has been indicated in 

this chapter. 
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