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5. “The drama bears, therefore, essential traces of its connexion
with the Brahmins, They were idealist in outlook, capable of large
generalizations, but regardless of accuracy in detail, and to create a
realistic drama was wholly incompatible with their temperament.”

—The Sansirit Drama : A, B. Keith ; p. 276.

@8 qeF el wF@e Aheyl Y, —

“The Indian drama cannot be described as national in the broadest
and highest sense of the word ; it is in short, the drama of a literary
class, though as such it exhibits many of the noblest and most refined,
as well as of the most characteristic, features of Hindn religion and
civilization.”

—Encyclo paedia Britannicg : Cambridge Edition.

2. The traditional existence of Yatras is known to us from time
immemorial and in Bharata’s Natya-Sastra, we hear of popular Semi-
dramatic performances which have been generally regarded as the

probable precursor of the popular Yatras.”
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—Bengali Literature in the 19th Century : Dr. S. K. De ;
p- 401,
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8. “The dramas of the ritual, therefore, are in a sense somewhat
out of the main line of the development of the drama ; the popular
side has survived through the agesin a rough way in the Yatras
well known in the literature of Bengal,---”

The Sanskrit Drama : A. B. Keith ; p. 16
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5%, “Of great importance in this regard is the persistence in
popularity of the Yatras. which have survived in the decadence of the
regular Sanskrit drama. They tell of the loves of Krspa and Radha.
his favourite among the Gopis--Krspa is by no means a faithful
lover, but the end is always the fruition of Radhis love for him. And
in Jayadeva's Gitagovinda we have in literary form the expression of
the substance of the Yatra, lyric songs, to which must be added the
charms of music and the dance.”

—The Sanskrit Drama : A, B. Keith ; p. 40,
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2¢. ““In the first place, the Yatra generally possessed a religious
er mythological theme, pointing to a probable connexion with reli-
gious festivities and ceremonies. In the next place, although there
always existed a dramatic element, the song element absolutely
preponderated, and the choral peculiarities threw into shade its
mimetic qualities.”
'_ —Bengali Lsterature in the 19th Century : Dr. 8. K. De;
p- 402.
2v, “The decline of faith in the vedic sacrifices and rituals and
the substitution in its place of sectarian religions and numerous
eeremonies and festivals connected therewith, continued during the
middle age...The Tantric religion also flourished very much and its
mantras, mudras and mandalas acquired wide popularity. Even the
three popular orthodox Hindu religions mentioned above (Saivism,
Saktism and Vaishnavism) were subjected to Tantric influence.”
—History of Mediaevel Bengal : Dr. R. C. Mazumder ; p. 195,
3%. “In early Bengali literature prior to Chaitanya, no doubt,
there prevailed songs relating to Saiva and Sakta cults; and it is
probable that with these prevailed also Siva-yatra and Chandi-yatra,
traces of which we find even in l2th century,”...
—Bengali Literature in the 19th Century : Dr. 8.K. De ; p. 408.
3. “The Hindus of Bengal were infused with a new life by the
example and ideal of Chaitanya, and the moral uplift that he had
brought about all round.”
—History of Mediaevel Bengal : Dr. R, C. Mazumder ; p. 202..
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Bengali Literature in the 19th Century : Dr. 8. K. De ;
p- 405.
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