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:> . "The drama bears, therefore, essential traces of its connexion 

with the Brahmins. They were idealist in outlook, capable of large 

generalizations, bnt regardless of accuracy in detail, and to create a 

realistic drama was wholly incompatible with their temperament." 

-The Sansl"t'it Drama : A. B. Keith ; p. 27 6. 

~~ ~ >TII~ ~ 911\S-m m,-
"The Indian drama can not ho described as national in the broadest 

and highest sense of the word ; it is in short, the drama oE a literary 

class, though as such it exhibits many oE the noblest and most refined, 

as well as oE the most characteristic, features of Hindu religion and 

civilization." 

-Encyclopaedia Britannica: Cambridge Edition. 

~. The traditional existence of Yatras is known to us from time 

immemorial and in Bharata's Natya-Sastra, we hear of popular Semi­

dramatio performances which have been generally regarded ns the 
probable precursor of the popufar Yatras." 



- Bengali Literature in the 19th Century : Dr. S. K. De ; 

P· 401. 
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R~~~r 
s. "Tlie dramas of the ritual, therefore, are in a sense somewhat 

<mt of the main line of the development of the drama; the popular 

-side has survived through the ages in a rough way in the Yatras 

well known in the literature of Bengal,.··" 

The Satislcrit Drama : A. B. Keith ; p. 16 

t '. "~~ ~~~nl ~ ~~ 'R~ <fl ~~ >\~9t9i ~ ~~ '8 

~~ ~lfM<f ~r~ ~ $~'1 ~. ~ c~ ~ ~ ~ ~Cil1&"4:1t 
1f'~ ~ ~c~; >\'9t9i '9 ~ $lfR"<f ~<tt <fl~~ '~' ~ 
3{Sf~ Jj~ f~ 1'' 

-~'Q'\1 ~ f<M~OI: ~: ~ '(~~; 91· ".., I 
(!,. ) ..:J ~~ Jf"(r.Qj C0{9ftt..,. G{'9~tm '!('lffi1 c<'I~. m <fl',.,1 ~ ~~ m$ 
~ 9tt-sm c~ 1 ~ . <1:!~~ '~R<1r9i' ; ~. ~Drm ' l!~l<sl<.NS' ; 

~. '5(C~ '~fliDRt~' -s s. <tO!''f~~ 'llt~-<ft~' r ~~~ ~"f'tM'i 

~~~!R Fr~<ri1~'~ l!rn~ ~~<mo! ~Pl~ ( '8 iff<pi;~?) ~ '~­

OJ~' ~<I' 'C5f~~ $TI' ~TO\ 9ft'9V\ T'>f~ I fJtN"lilPt'~ lITTI~ >\l!<!il'1lei 

\5~1'8 ( )M '> ) aj~,V't~ ~911% 1.li~~itf'-'-'l!'tll~ if~ (?) ~ 
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) \ "Of great importance in this regard is the per sistence ia 

popularity of the Y1tras. which have survived in the decadence of the 

regular Sanskrit drama. They tell of the loves of Kr~a and R:i:dba. 

bis favourite among the Gopis,···Krg1a is by no moons a faithful 

lover, but the end is always the fruition of Rltdhlis love for him. And 

in Jayadeva's GitagO'Oinda we have in literary form the expression of 

tbe substanco of the Yatra, \yric songs, to which mast be added the 

-0harme of music and the dance." 

-The Sanskrit Drama : A. B. K eith ; P· 40. 
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-~')ITT~ ~~\f.l: "1~"1~ -mr, "1~ 9!ftr~ii.. 91~. ~t"1 \St'if; 

~"1'~' 
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-<rt~~~~ : 15! '!{f'&t\3~~1'!1 ~ ; 9J· ~ I 
H. ~t~ ~~ ~ : 15: '!lfm'3ll! ~ ( ~~ ~~ ); 

9J. 'l:> I 

~"· ~~Q'f1 ~ ~91~ '6 ilf~f<l<pl'"f : l111~ ~; 9J. Str·S:> I 

H. ~~' 'lt~<;l ~ ~~ ~: 15: ~ ~; 9J• )oo I 

H. ' 'In the first place, the Yatra generally possessed a religious 

e>7 mytholog ical theme, pointing to a probable connexion with reli· 

gions festivities and ceremonies. In the next place, although tL ere 

always existed a dramatic element, the song element absolutely 

preponderated, and the choral peculiarities threw into shade its 

mimetic qualities." 

'. -Bengali Literature in the 19th Century : Dr. S. K. De ; 

p. 402. 

~~- "The decline of faith in the v edic sacrifices and rituals and 

the substitution in its place of sectarian religious and nomeroue 

~remonies and festivals connected therewith, <'ontinued during the 

middle age ... The Tantric religion also flourished very much aad its 

mantras, mudras and mandalas acquired wide popu larity. E ven the 

three popular orthodox Hindu religions mentioned above \Saivism, 

Saktism and Vaisbnavism) were subjected to Tantric rnftuencc." 

-History of MecU(Ze1)el Bengal: Dr. R. C. Kazumder; P· 195. 

~'I. "In early Bengali literature prior to Chaitanya, no doubt, 

there prevailed songs relating to Saiva and Sakta cults ; and it is 

pi-obable that with these prevailed also Siva-yatra and Chandi·yatra, 

traces of which we find even in leth century,'' ... 

-Bengali Literature in the 19th Century: Dr. S.K. De ; p. ~ 08. 

~v. "The Hindu.s of Bengal were infused with a new life by the 

nample and ideal of Ohaitanya, and the moral uplift that he had 

•rought about all round." 

-History of Mediae'CJel Bengal : Dr. R. O. Mazumder ; p. jOJ. 



~fu'l11~ Iii ~I~ ak "'\. ,,~, '5:11\S~llf-:; ~>f~ 91~ ~, ~~ ~rr.t '8 ;_~"1I § ".... ''It 1 •9 extremely difficult, in the absence of data to spe. "&iiJ1r.11~ ~ "ti. , ::: ,, 

'"' f . w1tk \~-.~ .. ci ~~ <Til"'11VW~01 ~Tm ~1! ~ I 
-oonfidently on the subject ; but it seems that in course o time, -~>r.! lflil!I ·s ~1"1~-~"lll"I' ~ ; "lliliflUI ~· ),. •• I 
-the· advent of Baisnab idea•, Kr~oa-Yatrn over shadowed all othm; or. M~N >i·~ . '11'1 )b-O I 

•kinds and became absolutely supreme." D 40~, (~"I~ ""'1T~~ ;'!'! ~'f!I' ~ "(.llf'6 '5 ~~~I l 
-Bengali Literature in ti"' 1YthCentury •Dr. S.K. e; P· , ••. Indian Stage : II. N. Dasgupta; P· 118. 

· ~ ",.,.,.,. ,.,._, <!l'i; c'flO! ~ ' , ... to Uitrorlucc ••· -.W.;o ~~ :"i"ll>il ~- "'" "'~' 'I! 
1
, 80• ''It is to l.·ccp j>acc wftli these Gobi11Ja ••au 

·'l'l!i>'ll~ ?" ~ ~~ 'lit""''" 'lt"fo!-'~ ~91 "1'11' "lit> ~ i '"'to style"· Ibid, p. 12i. 

-:!\i't~ 'i31'~ : ~ "Ff ; 'l'fj ·'f'S, )l>"f "l'litl! I I B l. ~, l t"f 'I~ ( 'l1ill1 ) ; 'J. , ob- I ~~ 
~l. 'lMI •11lt'I'~ ii!~91frs '5 ilP'IM'lil"l: ~ ~; 91 •• ' I i ••. "···'If'!~ ~'Ii >j"'fiml ~-'8i1>!1 "~'""'° "lll'iilC!i ~ 

. . . . . . (th~11~~ ~ 1 rz,~ .. ,,, .... "Sn Chmtanya was a llV!ng protest incarnate agamst , · · ""' ~ 'IDfJ C'lil-!> ~- 'It.ill 'Ii Iii u I Cfi C'l'll:• Ofl lf1 ~ " . 

-defilement of ideal love. His vigorous manliness, spiritual fervour"°'.' ~~"I,, l> "fl'!'ii, lb->" 1 "C'Kll ~ If"!" 
1 ~ingular personality raised the Vaishnava religion founded on 1~; 8'°· 'lli5511 '!tfi{C'3)lf ~'1 : <5: ~, lf1"!~U I 91· )< 
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love of Radha and Krishna to a high pedestal. The vis::al experi~J •. 88• "\F.ifit"f "l;ofC<fil '9il' ~ oqif>i'l'llOI ~'"I ~ ~-'(oq; "Cd 

:Ra()J'fl~'ti'Sj 9f~ .,.b.__ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~61'11il, -of his inordinate devotion to God, his maddening Krishna· ,, · "'" 'l•C<3W;or 1 ~;n.n ~~"11-ol''l ., ' .c::.n--..1'='7 

f ~I ~~ r.; ~Cf<f \Si'ft~Jlet ~~ 1~'J.lf~'i'!'I ilOngs, and the realisation in his own life of the highest ideal 0 .1. · '" 1~"'' "l>tlf'lll<i't, '"11'1~'1~ ~'~ ,,,,.,,- .........,,.,,,. _., 

11 t~~ c. '11{'f'1Rf~ li(li(l.'l;llf~I I l."'l"( .pure love of Radha and Krishna washed away like a torrent 11 ~ 'l'! ~ f'i'I' "l I lil~>i l"ll'li "'ll"IJI Iii <qi I "l •'f'li · • 

.accumulated pollution in Vaishnavism and infused new life into ·• ~ ~J ~'I~ '!CH -s -011\ilfltll "'IR~ Cll"l1Nlllii"f
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religion.'' ' ~l>tl ~ ~~: <5: 'l(~~fl! c>fo!; ( >i 'I~) 91. l•b- I ~ 
. ')~ 8t. 'f<j ,. ..$\ ~ ,. . Jf~CO'J' 1\!J'i.tl'!'ll ~ -Hstitory of Mediaewl Bengal: Dr. R. C. Mazumder; P• )f~ ~t· ~ ''10:~, !'Ii~' f.li ~lf.l'ti, , .. 1'!'ill 

'"'"· "The influence of Baisnavism, therefore, was hardly fl>,, ·~ ~CIO o!llrl'f "ff~" I" . ~· ~t'l'!llil ~ ~ 
-rable to the development of the inherent dramatic elements of •6~ 'S ~l! 'JIOJ, llfffil 'J\Ol, 111'1C'lll ~' >i'l<311I ~ "l'llOlf'tl ~ 
Yatra; on the other hand it cherished its Musical Peculiafl_'~ 'll'ltll, fotml! ~·1(<0 ~~ "l'f&I~ 'fli'l 'l~lih l!IOffftil 

<leveloped it.. melodramatic tendency, and emphasised its relill''~ ·~· ~ • ~ ~· ~; ~'I llC'lf ~ • 
.Predilections." I~ "I~~ ~oq;\ 'i:"N!lfi'm 9lt"f <!llfi'f ~ G'I 

-Bengali Literatur'e in the 19th Century : Dr. S. K. pe ; ~1 ~ ~ ~I mr '11 1" 
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p. 405. 
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