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valuable advice, constructive criticism. A vote of thanks goes to the
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The road to my Ph.D started with initial research work at Amity
School of Biotechnology, Amity University, New Delhi. I take this
opportunity to say heartfelt thanks to Prof. R. Singh for providing
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I am indebted to my many students for providing a stimulating
and fun filled environment. My thanks go in particular to the students
of 2010-12 session for encouragement during my tough times.

It's my fortune to meet Ashish and Jimmy during my stay in
Delhi. They showed me that life is not a path laid with rose petals. T
acknowledge the moments I shared with you that helped me to be
stronger person to fight all odds of life. I express my appreciation to
my friend Pramod for his support. He was always beside me during the
happy and hard times, to push me and motivate me.

A journey is easier when you travel together. Interdependence
is certainly more valuable than independence. I especially thank my
mom, dad, and sister. My hard-working parents have sacrificed their
small wishes for my sister and myself and provided unconditional love
and care. It was my dad's wish to see me getting my doctoral degree.I
would not have made it this far without them. My mom has been my
best friend all my life and I love her dearly and thank her for all her
advice and support. I know I always have my family to count on when
times are rough. Special thanks to the newest additions to my family,
Sayan, my husband as well as his family who all have been supportive
and caring.

The best outcome from these past five years is finding my best
friend, soulmate and husband. T married the best person out there for
me. Sayan is the only person who can appreciate my quirkiness and
sense of humor. He has been a true and great supporter and has



unconditionally loved me during my good and bad times. He has been
non-judgmental of me and instrumental in instilling confidence. He has
faith in me and my intellect even when I felt like digging hole and
crawling into one because I didn't have faith in myself. These past
several years have not been an easy ride, both academically and
personally. I truly thank you, Sayan, for sticking by my side, even
when I was irritable and depressed. I feel that we both learned a lot
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