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POET’S CORNER

Benay Majumder, author of ‘Phirey eso chaka’ ( Turn Again, O Wheel ), has already, at 29, become a
legend. It is hard to shift the facts from the myths about him. Was he really the mathematical prodigy
that his friends claim he was? Did he really take a degree in engineering and if he did, what made him
turn from technology to poetry? Some ascribe the shift is interest, probably taking some lines in his
poems too literally, to an unhappy love affair.

He is supposed to have been offered five different technical jobs between 1957, the year he got his
B.E. degree and 1960 the year he wrote the first poem of his book, it is not known whether he
accepted all of them but it is certain he was unable to retain any for more than a few months. It is also
certain that on July 27, 1961 he found himself in a mental home, a captive of warders, who the poet
maintains, should have been put in straight jackerts instead of himself.

Regaining freedom after six months, Majumder plunged into a frenzy of creativity and after writing
three poems a day, completed his book in 1963. And more certain than all this dates and facts is the
incontestable truthfulness and beauty of his poetry.

After completing his book, all that fine frenzy spent ( to quote Yeats ), Benay Majumder relapsed into
a long silence, broken fitfully by poems that are unsuccessful copies of his previous ones. He has now
lost all interest in his poetry, he has sold the copy-right of his book and makes a wry face when his
poems are praised. In a garage in South Calcutta that an admirer has rented for Majumder, we found
the poet waiting for the knock of the postman announcing the acceptance by the scientific world of his
solutions of algebraic enigmas that puzzled Einstein. Majumder may never be accepted by the world
of science but he has already made his way into the history of Bengali literature.
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