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PREFACE

Since the last half of the twentieth century, history has undergone a remarkable paradigm
shift. Historians of this age have altered their attention from the stereotypical narratives of
conquerors and statesmen to the lives of the ‘footmen’ of society, i.e. the common men
who are the real makers of history. Accordingly, simpler aspects of popular life began to

find expression through the skillful pen of historians.

Thus gradually, we find the emergence of unexplored areas of research like the history of
criminology, history of fairs and festivals, history of performing arts, history of epidemics,
history of environment and woods, etc. The present study on Traditional Games, Sports,
and amusements in twentieth-century North Bengal: A Historical Perspective is also an

attempt to be part of this new trend of history.

In the context of the research, the foremost hurdle was how to bring traditional games into
the focus on mainstream historical study. My idea was to project these games as

imperative tools to discern different historical developments of this region.

However, as this study progressed, it becomes apparent that besides being important
historical tools, games themselves generated historical knowledge. Throughout this thesis,
my focus always has to highlight the varied facets of Traditional Games, Sports, and

Amusements as significant historical knowledge and aspects.

Date: 27/02/2021 BADAL ROY
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