The thesiz on the poetic »rt of Langston 'wqhes for the
degres of Noctor of Philosophy (FheD) 43 an exhsustive snd almost
detalled diseussion reqgarding his poetic development, themss, his
view of religion tn'the United Itatas of America, and 1is noval
poetic srt, technicues and style. Langston Hughes was a poet of
extraovdinary postic power, He is credited with beinging Afro-
American postry to the level of high art. He is praised for his
techniqies with which he decorated the design and pattem of his
posma, o dewrvwes the credit of squalizing ufm-mcf;:w;ﬁth
Amsrican one.

L angston tughes was the Prometheus ¢o the hlasek
mericanse, ‘o championwd the causes of those eoclored nssss wo
ware opprassed and axploitad by the white ones in Americas ‘e
advocated fyeadom mnd demoeragy to e stisured to the oppresssd
class of poople, iia was touched to the ek to seo the hlaek
ones, deprived of emiality s rinhtsesocial, politica) and
sconomics They wers reduced %o slasves aw! looked wpon as people
of no consessence, They were made ‘untouchsbles', He toushed
upont IR some of his poems the sensitive Lssues 1ike lmncl.tinl.
commercialized reliagion, His view of relicion was sssentially
non=sectarisne It's auite astonishing that Hughes transmuted
the materials of folk life into high art, and he gareyed wp
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Black Experisnce which he superbly transformed into pure gold
of poetry, Desides racial discriminastion, violence, hrutality
etc. whiich constitute the major theme of his postry, he foushed
upoh nonwracisl thames 1ike love, life, death snd nature 4R his
pesms, wiich have considersbly bhrosdensd the range and scope of
his poetry and snhaced his popular spoeals He did not hesie
tate mor was he afrald to flay the Amaricen racia) ad sparthied
politics.

Althouah Lannston Hughes affivesd his blackness and
tried ¢o preserve hds hlack identity, he was & nationaslist; tw
was also setive in presevving hlack cultural Wwity, ssetity
and distinetivoress, but we canot allege that his doublew
consciousness (both & Negro and an Amarican) has diluted his
senge of b:ing an American and his strong sense of patrictism,
"is appeal to all tha hlack masses to reconstruct and rebuild
Ame “L¢a was essentially patriotics What he did was to oppome
the white peoplels policy to curb black people's freedom and
danty their equal epportunity in every stage of black 1ife, ‘'Hs
advocacy for fyeadowr, damocracy, equality and justice was not
racial but netiondl and tumanitarian. He tried as best e
could to have these ensured 0 the white working class also, His
drean was to transmute raciasl snd suthoritariah MSsarics into an
idaal commonland ware freedon, justice, euality and fraternity
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would sver prevails, It will not be wroig to describe !ughes
a8 8 philantimopist in thw land ruled by those Jopsided
nissnthropostss lughes was esiantially 2 socielists

Langston 'lughes 53 a posteartists The merit of his
postic art 1s of high order, He possessed unusual power o
transform his experiances and imsg nation into hah postry. His
poetic lanquage §3 simple md lucids His senitances aro short-
windsd and the phrases he used in his poetry are compett andd
concise. e was never voeali he aleo msintained eeamny words
and hrevity of expressions. Hia poetic diction is quite
artistic and prafisawortiys ‘e wrote coems in free verse style
aned techninue, His postry is frae from obscurity. la was
alweys oxplicit and directs The astoniashing feature of his
poatry L3 his use of black dialects and vocabularys, Tio use of
syncopatad words has facilitated ¢ie flow of postry, He |
intentionally svoided conwantional poetig form and made his
1amquage 'convecastional's, His inventivorwss of bhlues form
adds 3 special festure to his postic art,

1 verord my heartefolt aratitude to Dry e Se
Bwnerjea, my quids, Reador ¢4 fing)ish,Nepartnent of Anglish,
North Defjal University vhose help and quidmge have enabled
me to prepare this thasis. Besides, I m qrateful to
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