'PREFACE

The thesis has been prepared for the fulfilment of the Ph.D. degree of the
University of North Bengal. The principal objectives of this thesis are as

~ follows:

The present work entitled : ‘The Concept of Tarka' and lts Role in
Philosophical Analysis" is an attempt to provide an a'ccount of what is
meant by Tarka both by the older and Navya Naiy3yikas. It also shows how
this Tarka has been brought to a developed and superior position by the
Navya Naiyayikas in the course of time. Besides, to make the idea of Tarka
‘as understood and discussed by Nyaya school more clear Tarka has
observed by other schools , such as Jaina, Samkhya, Mimams3,Bauddhya

and Vedanta has also been put forward

Here an attempt has been made to present the utility of Tarka in our
practical file. A conscious reader of this dissertation can easily understand
how the mathod of Tarka is adopted by us evéry now and then in our day to

day life to substantiate our own position by negating that of the opponents.

It is well known to us‘ that inference as a pramana has been denied by
the carvakas. They maintain that the inference as a source of valid cognitioh
is impossible because Vyapti-jnana, the nerve certre of inference, is not
possible to asc-er‘téin.' This work is a sincere attempt to show how beautifully
and logically the Older Naiyayikas in general and the Navya Naiyayikas in
particular have presented that through the application of Tarka along with
some other means vyapti, the nerve E:entre of inference, is ascertained and

| thereby inference as a source of valid coghition is possible.
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The Older Naiyayikas hold that Tarka is of two Kinds-
Visayaparisadhaka and Vyabhicarasarmkanivartaka. The Navya Naiyayikas
reject the former one and accept the latter one only. An effort has been

made to establish the fact that Visayaparisadhaka Tarka cannot be denied.

A burning controversy is seen among the Indian philosophers about
whether Tarka is a separéte and independent pramana or just a helping
condition i.e. promoter to a pramana. The Naiyayikas with some other
thinkers observe that Tarka is a promoter to a pramana , whereas the
Jainas , the Madhvas and some other thinkers maintain that Tarka is a
separate and independent pramana . Extensive care has been taken to -
substantiate the view of the Naiy'éyikas by rejecting that of the Jainas and
the Madhvas in the concluding chapter which is exclusively the result of the

personal refiection.

For the sake of better presentation and understanding the Sanskrit
terms have been put in ltalics. Besides, the references have been given

after the concluding chapter of the work.
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