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A ‘Line of Time’ for Northern B

[From the period of Gupta 'dominlﬁbxi under Chandra
Mauryya (¢. 300 B.C.) to the Muhammadan conquest of |
(e. 1200 A.D.).] & s .

. By H. E. STAPLETON, Ok

While editing the late Khan Sahib Abid Ali Khan’s ¢ Mew = * y
of Gaur and Pandua’, T was greatly struck by the scarcity of :
definite information regarding historical events in Northern &
Bengal prior to the Muhammadan invasion under Ikhtiyaruddin
Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar Khalji that brought the reign of the .

Sena Kings in every portion of Bengal except the Eastern
Division of Banga to a close. Against the dim backgrownd

of repeated invasion from outside and the strife of local Kings

and Chicftains, almost the only periods of comparative peace

were those indicated by the Khalimpur Copperplate Inscription

of Dharmapila—issued from Pataliputra ¢. %00 A.D., by which

land in the Province of - Pundravardhana (the modern Rajshahi .
Division) was granted to Brahmins ; and by the Dam; ’
Copperplates of Kumaragupta, Budhagupta, and PBhanu ()
Gupta (443-543 A.D.), which show a settled administration of
Northern Bengal under the Gupta Emperors of Magadha.

Since the | Memoirs® were edited, much further light has
been thrown c¢n the history of Bengal by (a) the discovea of
the Mauryya inscription at Mahisthan which is dealt with in
Dr. Bhandarkar’s paper as well as the Kushin and pseudo-
Kushiin coins that have bed described in Mr. N. G. Majumdar’s
paper. 1 accordingly again took up the question in consultation

. with Messrs. N, K. Bhattasali (Curator of the.Dacca: Museun)
and Sarasi Kumar Saraswati (Government Research Schélar,
Rajshahi Museum), and now present the results of my enquiries
in the annexed tentative ‘ Line of Time’. In this, as far as
possible, all the archzological material that has a bearing on
the history of Northern Bengal is summarized in tabular form
as a basis for future historical work on the subject. It ¥
be seen from this table that, with the exception of a gap
period of about 250 years from the period of the Sungas
~ of the Kushan King Vasudeva, a reasonably complete piet
~ of the history of Northern Bengal from 300 B.C. to 120¢
is now available. 3
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| FROM THE ACCESSION OF CHANDRAGUPT:
oF BENGAL (i.e., ¢. 300 B.C. To 1200 A

Aréhmological Material discovered in Northern Bengal and elsewhere
which has a bearing on the history of Northern Bengal

- (with Bibl{lﬂsmphy)f- B 5 -

= : % .

G : Lk T Z
(1) (&) Fragmentary Mauryya Inscription found at Mahast]
Dist.) in November, 1931, in which some, ruler issued’ ¢
that, for the relief of distress caused apparently by famine
people called Samvamgiyas, the Mahamatra (officer) stat
+ Pundranagara should (i) make aclvances in money and (ii) bu
paddy from the district granary on which the .inseripticn w:
placed. Dr. Bhandarkar in his paper (annexed) suggests the
this is the first mention of the Bengalis ss a confederation of
tribes called Varogiyas (a name still current 1= Wastern Bengal
under, the form Vangas). The inscription also settles the § lentiiy
of Mahisthan with the historical Pundravardhana. b
(h) That Jsainism was very prevalent in Pundravardhana in the iy
Mauryya period may be gleaned from a story én the~Divyavadana, P
where it is said that on the report that in the city of Pundravar-
dhana, the effigy of Buddba is painted as falling at the feet of
Nirgranthe by the Nirgranths (Jaina) worshippers, King Aéoka ¢
ordered th slaughter of all Ajivakas (Jains) there and that 1,800
Ajivakas were slain in one day (vide Divyavadana, edited by Cowell
and Neill, p. 427).1 e

(2) Terra-cotta plaque of the Stmg , %nod d (2nd century B.C.) found at -+
Mahasthén in 1928-29 : now in the Inéﬁm Museum.? ?'}ﬁ? -

(3) (@) and (b) Two gold coins of the Kushin King Vasudeyva, one
from Mahasthan (now in the collection of the V.R. Soeietj:,
Rajshahi—V.R. Society, Ann, Rep., 1927-28), and one said to haye
been found at Maldah in 1888 (now in Mr. H. E. St‘aplem_ﬁ‘% :
~ cabinet). s > A

(¢) A gold psendo-Kushan coin (modelled on, those of Kanishka)
found at Mahasthan in May, 1932, and now in the cabinet o

: Indian Musewmn. This is possibly a local coin struck between

I end of Vasudeva’s reign and the accession to power of the (i

; i.e., in the 100 years between 220 and 320 A.D: el

E ~ A reproduction of these 3 coins will be found in the Plate illus&mﬁng .

‘ Mr. N. G. Majumdar’s paper (annexed). -

E ) :
| (4) The Allahabad Pillar Inseription of Samudragupta (I'lect,
e Inscriptionum Indicarum, Vol, 1II, No. 1) mentions San
}‘ IR - Davika, Kamarupa, and Nepila as frontier kingdoms of Sarav
J ) gupta’ & empire. Sl E .
| Samatata, according to N, K. Bhattas (‘ Some image insc
ok from ‘Bast Bengal’, Ep. Ind., Vol. X' ,(i). 353), is the ares
- plain including Tippera swhic] bounded on the North
} | Géro and Khasia Hi l‘s,Mon th by the old eourse

: W d on the South

7 - - Th Y U -th ahli;t b%'

(which was certainly Assam) is D d mdy be ider

with the dorthern portion of the fnodem district of Dacea,
Western My mensingh, e modern district of
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[
‘Live oF TiME’ ror NortH BeNcar
T0 THE MUBAMMADAN CONQUEST

I II
Dates. Historical Facts.
{5) N - '
c. 380-715 A.DD. .. Chandragupta 1l (Vikramaditya), son of
Samudragupta.
(1)
c. 415-455 A.D. .. KLumaragupta [ (Mahendraditya), son of
Chandragupta II.

4 43 AD. N Gupta rule in North Bengal appears to have
continued, but a gradual diminution of
their authority may be inferred from the
Governors taking upon themselves the
title of Maharijas.

(%)
“ 590 ALD. o The Maukhari ~wrominence in North India
who, in thei: career of expansion, came
into conflict with the rising power of the




Tta probable bogndaries wero the
Karatoyd on - "
nearly 1,600 y

(5) (a) Three coins of Ghandmgupm 11— Srivikrama ’ (Arohegmype—-
found in Bogra distriet and now in the collection of the Varendra
Research Socletv. Rajshahi (V.R. Saci "Ann. Rep., 1027.28).

(b) Another coin of the same type found & o ars ago on a mound
near Patisar (Rajshahi) district th Babu Jogendra
Nath Mandal of village Piilséi, 2 m
by S. K. Saraswati).

(¢) The image of Buddha of the
Dist.), now in the collectic

(b) The Dmnodnrp (Diny
gupta 81.124 and 128 4

) . hnda in the Kotivarsa

; ik ‘ide 1op. Imi., Vol. XV, pp. 113

(¢) The newly discovered Ba (xm. a Dist.) Copperpl

dated 128 G.E. (147-448 to b%sublmhed mf’

by Dr. R. G. Basak. )

These plates show that reg strative machinery
, Bmsal ,

i. (b) The D
: of fnllow
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]
‘Ling or TiME® ror NORTH BENGAL
TO THE MUHAMMADAN CONQUEST
I 11
Dates. Historical Faets.
Gaudas, also following a similar course,
but the latter were ultimately checked
= by I$anavarmman, the Maukhari King.

—

)

c. DON ¢, 620 A.D.

& =037 A,

1)
b37 A.D,

Sadinka of Karnasuvarnna (Now Kansona,
alias Rangamati, on the western bank
of the Bhagirathi, about 7 miles south-
west  of Berhampur) becomes supreme
ruler in Bengal (¢f. * Gaudadhipa’, the
epithet of Sasanka in the Harsacharita
of Banabhatta).

Campaign of Harsa against Sadanka which
does not seem to have been very success-
ful (at least while Sasiinka was alive).

After the death of Sasanka, the power of
Bengal was bhroken by a combination of
Harza and his castern ally Bhaskaravarm-
man of Kamarupa, who issaid to have had
his camp of victory piteched at Karna-
suvarna. This, however, seems to have
been  a temporary occupation, though
it may have led to the disruption of
Sasinka’s empire and  the «ivision of
Bengal among several smaller chieftains.

Hiuen Tsang visits Bengal—then  divided
into six states.

1
J

q
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4 -
sumptwm% A.D. Gauda was an mdéé
'gov er; secondly, that the Gaudas had not only become jndep
ut were t  overstep their natural front.lex-a,  Three -
. of Bengal, who must be ascribed to thusgenod on
~ grounds, are kmwn, »éz. Dharmiditya, Gopachandra, and
 chira. They are all styled Maharajadhirajas in Fe 1
g plates (Indian Antiquary, 1910, p. 216, and Ep. Ind., Vol.
p. 4 ff) eegt for two coins of Samdchira from the-
neu,hbourhoqd, hese Kings are only known through the
| . covery of their Copperplate grants. ’ e

.l

(9) (a) Manjusrimadakalpe, 53vd Pats
by Prof. Radhagobinda Basak m
Bengal * ; I.H.Q., Vol. VII, pp.

stara ‘Nw reference st
paper ¢ adinka, # -

(b) In the campaign, Harsa is sai
Pundra where he caused. :
. the author of the Madyi
war (Ibid., p. 14), they
for Harga. Evidently ol
The Ganjam Plates of Maha
Vol. V1, p. 143), mentioning
ks 619 A.D., supports this sug T
(¢) The Nidhanpur (Sylhet) plate of
édsandvali by MM. Padmanath Bhat

80 li in circumference, b
‘and was i mth twk';‘
aok-fruﬂs ‘were available in Pl
llowing the Great and Little V
k there lived in North
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‘Ling oF TiME’® rOrR NORTH BENGAL
TO THE MUHAMMADAN CONQUEST

Dates.

IE
Historical Facts.

(11)
c. 630-750 A.D.

(12)
c. 700 A.D.

(13)
¢. 720 A.D.

(14)
¢. 740 A.D,

(13)
c. 750 A.D.

(16)
e 750 AD,

Bengal under local kings who struck coins
modelled on those of the Guptas and of
Sasanka. Beginning of the period of
confusion : but continuance of the revival
of Hinduism.

The King of Pundra, who is described even
by his enemies as skilful in destroying his
enemies, was killed by a chief of the Saila
family who usurped the kingdom and
established his family there.

Gauda, which, in all probability, was under
Kings of the Saila family and not under
Jivitagupta Il as is generally held, was
invaded by Yafovarmman of Xanauj.

Lalitaditya Muktapida, King of Kashmir,
defeats and kills Yasovarmman and in
his triumphal progress towards the Eastern
ocean most probably conquered Gauda.
He invited the King of (fauda to Kashmir
where he was murdered. The followers
of the Gauda King travelled to Kashmir
to avenge the murder.

Gauda occupied by Harsadeva of Kamarupa.

The Kashmir King, Jayapida, visits Pundra-
vardhana, marries Kalydnadevi the
daughter of Jayanta, the King of Gauda,
and, after defeating five other chiefs of
Gauda, made his father-in-law supreme
in Bengal.

Gopala, elected King of Bengal by the
people themselves to end the prevalent
anarchy. The dynasty he established,
which was known as the Pala dynasty,
continued to rule Bengal, though with
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FROM THE ACCESSION OF CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYYA,
or BENGAL (i.e., ¢. 300 E.C. To 1200 A.D.).

111
Archwzological Material discovered in Northern Bengal and elsewhere
which has a bearing on the history of Northern Bengal
(with Bibliography).

| (11) (a) “Attribution of imitation Gupta coins’ (N. K. Bhattasali,
J.P.A.S8.B., 1925, P. N. 1 ff.).

(b) Paharpur reliefs of this period show many Hindu gods in which
scenes from the life of Krishna (including a relief of Gopl and
Krishna) predominate.

(¢) Vishnu image in the Rajshahi Museum ascribed by Dr. Kramrisch
to 7Tth-8th century A.D. (Fig. 2, Pl. II, Pala and Sena Sculpture,
Rupam, No. 40).

(12) The Ragholi (Central Provinces) plates of Jayavarddhana (#p.
Ind., Vol. 1X, pp. 41 ff.).

(13) (@) Gaudavaho of Vakpatiraja, Ed. by S. P. Pandit (Bombay
Sanskrit Series, No. 34).

| (b) “ Kanauj and Ya$ovarmman’, V. A. Smith (J.R.4.S., 1908,

pp. 765 ff.).

(14) Kalhana’s Rajatarangini (Stein’s translation, Vol. I, pp. 132-3 and
152-3).

(15) Pa$upati Inseription of Jayadeva, King of Nepal, dated 153 H.E.
(759 A.D., Ind. Ant, Vol. IX, p. 178). Jayadeva married
Rajyamati, daughter of Harsadeva of the Bhagadatta dynasty
of Kamarupa, who is styled in the inscription as Lord of Gauda,
Odra, Kalinga, and Koéala.

(16) Kalhana's Rajatarangini (Stein’s translation, Vol. I, pp. 160-3).

'17) (a) Ind. Ant., Vol. IV, pp. 365-366.
(b) Copperplate Inscription of the 32nd year of Dharmapéla found
at Khalimpur alias Kholi Alampur, 6 miles east of Gaur, verse 4
(Ep. Ind., Vol. IV, p. 243).
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CONLINTe fo progress.,

(1N)
e. T1o=8 I A, Dharviaapitla, =ot and succeossor ol Gopdla,
1 with  the
Coarjaras (Vatsaraga ol Nagabhiaga) and
the Rashtralantas (Dhrova and Govinda
L) For the siapremaey of Northem Dnddia,
in the end of which he appears to have
heen successily as o all the Pl vecords
he s uniforinly deserilied  as the
mount  sovercign of

had a  triangular contes

P
Northern T,

€19
o STO=830 LD Devapiala, son and succeessor of Dharmapila,
maintained  his supreme position in
Northern India.
(20)
QAT Al L

ahapila T (Sweapila 1y, Navdyanapila,
Rajvapala. Gopala 11 Vierahapala 11
Coraditad deeline of  the Tl
Norethern fndia. hedore  the
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st ward
expansion of the Peatibdvas under Blhoja
sl Mahcndrapala. Tadeed, the
poseer of the Beneal Pilas sank =o0 Tow
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Coniry VoD they iy Tor w0 i
frave: bheen onsted Frome thetre
Varendeis by Mahendrapila.

proditical

lrormelandd

(21
CaT70-09sn ALD Oecvpation o Narth Bengal by Kamnbojas,
whioy probabily oustod A ]11"."\:\}\;&1.! i1,

985 YD . Maohipdla |

Lo=op ot \i:lvlhfl,\r”;! FEopvean s
Narth Beneal.
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FROM THE ACCESSION OF CHaxpracurTA MAURYYA,
oF BexeaL (i.e., ¢. 300 B.C. o 1200 A.D.).

11T
Archmological Material discovered in Northern Bengal and clsewhere
which has a bearing on the history of Northern Bengal
(with Bibliography).

(18) () The above-mentioned Khalimpur Inseription of Dharmapala,
issued from Pataliputra but granting villages in Pundravardhana
bhukti.

(b) Seal of the community of monks at the monastery of Somapura
founded by Dharmapala, discovered at Paharpur in 1926-27
(4.8.1., 4.R.; pp. 149 and 199).

| (¢) Baroda grant of Karkaraja (Ind. Ant., Vol. XII, p. 160).

I (d) Wani grant—(Ind. Ant.. Vol. X1, p. 157).

| (e) Gwalior Inseription of Bhoja (A.8.1,, A.R., 1903-04, pp. 280-81).

‘ (f) Unpublished Copperplate of Amoghavarsa by D. R. Bhandarkar
(Bp. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 26, note 4; J.B.R.4.8. Val. XXII,

{ p. 118). i
j (¢) R.C.Majumdar, ¢ Pala Chronology ’ (J.P.A.8.B. 1921, pp. 1 ff.).

(19) Consideration of the Nalanda Copperplate of Devapila deva, year
39 (Vide N. G. Majumdar, 1".R.S. Monographs No. 1) necessitates
the pushing back of Dr. R. C. Majumdar’s chronology by a further

[ five years.

Minister of Narayanapala (A. K. Maitra, Gaudalekhamald, pp. 70-85).
(b) The Paharpur (Rajshahi) Pillar Inscription of the year 5 of
Mahendrapala (¢. 900 A.D.; ASJ. 4R, 1925-26, p. 141).
(¢) Miniature inscribed image of Jambhala from Paharpur (now in

i (20) (@) Badal (Dinajpur) Pillar Inscription of Bhatta Gurava Miéra, the
‘ the Indian Museum), 10th century A.D.

(21) The Dinajpur Pillar Inseription (J.4.S.B., Vol. V1L, p. 619), records
the erection of a temple at Devikot by a King of Kamboja extrac-
tion. Mr. R. P. Chanda takes the word * Kunjaraghatavarsa * of the
inseription as the date 888 Naka. Dr. R. C. Majumdar is inclined
to take it as an epithet (viruda) of this Gaudapati of Kamboja
extraction, and suggests that he may be identified with Sahilladeva,
King of Chamba, who acquired the epithet *Karivarsa’ by destroy-

| ing herds of elephants of the enemy at Kurukhsetra. (Vangavani

" of Chaitra, 1330 B.S., pp. 249-52.)

(22) (@) The Bangarh (Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of Mahipala, year 9.
(A. K. Maitreya, Gaudalekhamdla, pp. 91-100.)
(b) Mahipala dighi, 18 miles to the S.-W. of Dinajpur.
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‘LixE oF Trve’ ror Nortyw BENGAL
TO THE MUHAMMADAN CONQUEST

I
Dates.

(23)

¢. 1026-1070 A.D.

(24)
c. 1070 A.D,

.)',)

e 15T AT,

(26)

e. 1120 A.D.
(27)

g 1125 2D

(29)
c. L1140 A.D.

(30)

c. 1165-1178 A.D.

(31)

c. 1178-1208 A.D.

L1
Historical Facts,

Nayapdla ; Vigrahapéla 111 : Mahipdla I1.

Kaivartta revolt, and the temporary eclipse
of the Pala power in North Bengal.

Ramapala, youngest bhrother of Mahipala 11,
defeats and kills Bhima. the Kaivartta
King and recovers North Bengal. Founda-
tion of Ramavati, the new Pdla capital.
on the present site of Gauwr. Assam
conquered (or invaded) by a feudatory of
Ramapala.

Succession of Kumirapala. who reconquerad
Assam.

Gopala 111, son of Kumarapala.

Madanapéla, youngest son of Riamapila
succeeds Gopala 111

| North Bengal passed into the hands of the

Senas under Vijavasena., who had already
wrested Radha and Mithila from the
Palas, and who now drove awayv the King
of Gauda (evidently Madanapila). The
latter took shelter in Magadha where he
reigned for a few years more.

Vallalasena, son of Vijayasena.

Laksmanasena, son of Vallilasena.
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FROM THE ACCESSION oF CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYYA,
OF BeENGAL (i.e., c. 300 B.C. To 1200 A.D.).

II1
Archeeological Material discovered in Northern Bengal and elsewhere
which has a bearing on the history of Northern Bengal
(with Bibliography).

(23) The Amgachi (Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of Vigrahapala III
(A. K. Maitreya, Gaudalekhamald, pp. 121-26), granting land in his
13th year in the village Brahmani, situated in the Kotivarsa
visaya of the Pundravardhana bhukts.

(24) The Dhivardighi pillar near Devikot (Dinajpur), though uninscribed,
is connected by local tradition with the successful Kaivartta revolt
under Bhima i Varendra, which forms the subject matter of
Sandhyakara Nandi's Ramacharitam (A, K. Maitreya, ‘ The Stones
of Varendra’, reprinted from the Modern Review, 1912,
September, p. 6).

(25) (a) Ramacharitam of Sandhyakara Nandi, Edited by MM. Hara-
prasad Sastri (M.4.5.B., Vol. IIT).

(b) The extensive embankment in the Bogra district, known as

Bhimer jangdl, most probably represents the defensive work set

up by Bhimsa against the army of restoration under Ramapala.

(26) The Kamauli Plates of Vaidyadeva (A. K. Maitreya, Goudalekhamdld,
pp. 127-146), Vaidyadeva was the Minister of Kumarapala, and
afterwards became King of Kamarupa.

(27) The Rajshahi (Manda) Stone Inscription (now in the Indian Museum)
of Gopala ITI (R. D. Banerji, M.4.5.B., Vol. V, p. 102).

(28) The Manahali (near Devikot, Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of
Madanap@ala, year 8, granting the village Kasthagiri situated in
Kotivarse visaye in Pundravardhana bhukti (A. K. Maitreya,
Gaudalekhamala, pp. 147-58).

(29) The Rajshahi (Deopara) Inscription of Vijayasena (N. G. Majumdar,
¢ Inscriptions of Bengal’, Vol. III, pp. 42-56).

(30) Vallal-bari, the northern part of Gaur, probably was the twin palace
and fortress of Vallalasena.

(31) (@) The Tarpanadighi (Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of Laksmana-
sena, year 3 (N. G. Majumdar, op. cit., ITT, pp. 92-105), granting
the village Belahishti in Varendri within the Pundravardhana
bhulkts.
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‘Laine oF Tk ror NORTH BENGAL

TO THE MUHAMMADAN CONQUEST

|
] 1 1]

Dates. Historical Facts.
\
32
g D202 A 5 Invasion of Ikbtivaruddin Mubammad bin

Bakhtiyvar, who oceupied North Bengal
up to a line somewhere north of Devikot.
He unsuceesstully invaded Assam in 1206
A.D.and died shortly afterwards.




