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From fh!:, .Joumal and Proceediii(JB, A8ialic ociety of Ben1, .. 
(Sew Seri }, l'ol. xxr 111, 19'12, To. 1. 

ARTICLE ~ () ~ 

A 'Line of Time ' for orthern Bengal. 

[From the period of Gupta domination under Chandra~upt·t 
Mauryya (r:. 300 B.C.) to the Muhammadan conquest of Ben · • 
(r·. 1200 A.D.).] 

By H. E. I ''l'APLETON. 

While e<liting the late Khan Sahih A bid li Khan's ' Memnirf'! 
of Gaur and Pandua ', I wa greatly struck by the scarci of 
definite· mf rmation regarding hi torical events i~ ... Tort 1 n 
Bengal prior to th Muhammaclan inva ion tmder I!Wt~yarn lriUI 
Muhammad bin Bakbtiyar Khalji that brought the reign o · th' 
• 'ena J 'ng:; in every portion of Bengal except the Ea + •rn 
Division of Banga to a clo' . gaiuS~t .the dim backgrmr Jd 
of repeated inYa ion from out:>ide and th · strife of local l\.111 
and Chieftains, almost the only p riods of comparative JIC!V' 

were thoHe indicated by the Kha.limpur Copperplate Jnscr1.ptl >n 
of Dh rmapa.la- issued from Pataliputra c. ~:uo A.D., by ·hi<·h 
land in the Province of · PUI)~rava.rdhana ( ne mollern Rajtill'•}u 
Division) was granted to Brahmins; and by the Damothtr],m 
Copperplates of h.umaraguph, Bndhaguptn., and Bhan I In 
Gupta (+!3-543 A .D.), w-hich -;how a settl d administration of 
Northem Bengal under the Gupta Emperors of l\~agadha . 

• inc:e th ' l\Iemoirs ' were edited, much further light bn 
been thrown on the history of Bengal by (a) the discover. ~J 
the :\Lwryya. inscription at :\Ia.hasthan which is dealt with 1' 
Dr. Bhandarkar's paper as well as the Kushan .and ps<'udo­
Kushan coins that have be described in Mr. N. G. Majumri·u· "! 

paper. I a cordingly again took np the q uc1::1tion in consult.at.ioll 
with Aessr . N . K. Bhattaflali ( 'nrator of the ~ Dacca· Musf'm \ 
and 1 arasi J umar Saraswati (Government Re earch cbc' 1 1r, 

Rajshabi Mu::~eum), and now present th r suits of r:riy enqui ., s 
in the annexPd tentative ' Line of Time '. In t.his, as fo 
p s. ihl , all tl.Je archreological material that has a bearing •t 

the hi tory of orthero Bengal is summariz d in tabular fc.r·m 
as a basi fOl' fHtltl'e historical work on the subje t. It 'ill 
be seen from thi tabl that, with the xc ption of a gap in 
period of about 250 years from th period of the Sunga to 1 
of the l u. ·han King Vasudeva, a rea ouahly_ complete pict , .. ,. 
of th history of Northern Bengal from 300 B.C. to l20f 
is now avmlai.Jlc 

.Jcmum·y :Jna, 113.~ . . 
• TE.-Th<' Liru• of Time waH sui sf.'quently r vised in t' 

th di~cu -ion at tlw ·o<'i •ty's m etin~ as wel 
·nqniric'-'. It was trsuhll\itted fo1· I nl>licatic 

22ncl, 1933. 
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• 

FltOllf TR),) ACCESSION OF CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYYA, 
OF BENGAL (i.e., c. 300 B.C. •ro 1200 A.D.). 

111 
Archroo~ogicu 1 Mn Lorini_disccwe•·ed in Northet'n. Bengal aud el~owh erc 

wh1ch hns a IJeanng on lhe history f orthern B!'ngotl 
· (with Bibliogrltphy-). 

(l) (a ?J'ragx:nentary l\1aUl'yya Inscdption (ound at Mahasthii.n IBogra 
D1st.) m November, 1931, in "hirh som~> ruler issued ur order 
that, for th" relief of distress catlSed opv~rently by fumme to a 
1JPOple caller[ Sa ti:tvamgiyas, the Mahii.matra (nffi ·~·•·) ~tatio:1ed at 
Punt,l:ranagara shoul_d (i) make advan es in mone~· ru1.d (1i) c 1 '~~rilmto 
paddy from the d1st r lCL g1·anary on which the inscriptt(·Q was 
pl~ce~l. Dr. Hlumclorlcar m his paper (anu.exed) suggesta that 
th1s rs the fu·st mention of thr Hl'n"Hli:> "S a confeden i ion of 
tribes c·•1lled Yurilgiyus (a nam.e st~ll ~current 1" TI:aswrn Bengal 
1mdcr, til" torrn \Taugas). The m scnpt10n al. o seltle · n. i le11 t ;, _, , 

of Mahii~thiin with the hist(ll·ical P 1rnciraval·dhana. 
(b) That J ainism was very pr,.,·alent. in Pm:u;lravardhan a in the; 

Marn·yya pel'iod may bC' gl un<'d from a story .i,n the..JJivyii71C!cliina, 
where iL is said that 011 the I'Pport thai in the city of Pm;t•.lravar­
dhru1a, the <'f'figy of Bnddbn is painted !IS fal.li:D.g at the feet of 
NirgL·anthe by the Ni.rgrant~.- (Jaina) worshi1Jpers, King A~oka 
o_rdered th slttll!!htc::r C•l all Ajivakas (Juins) there an<l tha L 1,800 
Ajivalccas were slam in <>\lC day {vide JJiuyavadana, cdit"rl by Cowell 
and 'ill,p .4~1).1 

(2) Terra-cotta plaque of the Sunga pe1·iod (2nd centm·y B.<'.) fotmd at 
Mnhastha.n in 1 ()28-29 : now in tho Inclian Museum.2 

(3) (a) and (b) Two gold coins of ih Kushan King Vasudeva, one 
h-om Mahasthiin (now in the colleetion oi the V.H. :;ocioty, 
Rajsht1hi-V.R. Society, A1m. Rep., 1927-28), ttnd one said to have 
been found at \'Uildah in 1888 (now in Mr. II. E. Rt!tpleton1s 
cabinet.). 

(c) A g ld pscnuo-Kushii.n coin (muclellod on those of Koulishka) 
found at Iahiisthan in :May, 1932, and now In th0 nhme>t of the 
Indian Museum. This iH possibly a lo<'al coin struck ctwren the 
•nd of Vasudeva's l'Aign d the accession to power of the· C'uptas. 

'i.e., in the 100 years bet eon 220 and 320 A.D. 

(4) 

A »oprodnction of these 3 coins will be fouml in the Plato illustrating 
Mr. N. G. l\lajumclar's paper (annoxccl). 

Tho A11i1habar! Pillar InsarjptiQn of Samuclragupta (l•'I<Jet, Oo1pu.~ 
Jnscriptionwn. Indicarum, Vol. ill, o. 1) menti u r; Sarnatata, 
l;>avii.ku, Kiimarupa, and Nepiila as front.i r kingdoms of Sawudra 
gupta' ~empire. 

Sumfttitta, according to N. K. Bhattasali (' SomC' image insc1 ptions 
from 'East Bengal', Ep. Ind., Yol. X\ '11, p. 35:3), i the rea of 
plt\in includ.in Tippera wJ1ich was bounded 011 the North iJy the 
Gii.ro t~.nd Kl1iisiii Hilhl on the West by thEl old coum of th 
Brahmapu1ra (throngh 

1
1\fytnensi.ngh), und on the South hy the 

Bay of Bengal. 'rhe next cow1try on th list before Kihr.a~upu 
(V.:hich >v'l.'l CC'rt inly Assnm.) is l;)asiika ~nd. mlty bo Jd<'':ti.fu>tl 
w1th the tJorthern portion of the iuodE>rn dtstr~ct of Dacca, ~ 
·western Mymonsingh, and possibly the modern dititTiet of 1 ungt 

l T'·tde al o Note !) on p. 145. 2 Vide also Nr>W (2J on I' · I iJ. 
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(:\) 

I 
Dates. 

C. :38i)-.[3 .i..D. 

(ll) 
c. 415-~5ii A.D. 

(~) 
··.GOO A.D. ... 

'LINE oF Tnn;' FOR NOR1'H BENGAL 

TO THE MuHAMMADAN coNQUEST 

II 
Historical Facts. 

Chandragupta 11 (Vikmmiiditya), ~on of 
Samudragupta. 

Xumaragupta 1 (cVlahemlraclitya), son of 
Chanclragupta II. 

Gupta rule in North Bengal appean; to have• 
continued, but a gradual diminution of 
their authority may be infPITerl from thr· 
UO\~ernors taking upon them"Pives tlw 
title of Mahii1 i"tjiis. 

The Maukhari •rominmwe in North lnclia 
\Vho, in thei:;.. career uf expansion, can1e 
into conflict with the rising power of the 
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Tl'ltOM Tilt> • ··E,~STON or Ca~ DHAGPl'TA ~1 1 T. RYYA , 
01• BF;,·nAL ti.e., c. :JOO B.C. l'O \200 A.D.) 

• 

HI 
Archtl"ologit,,tl MHtr~·inl di,;cvvered in Northew B ongal and · I-.1 hen• 

wh i<- h llf\H a i>e11ring on t lw hiHtory of Nor thern Be111! d 
(with BJIJi iogrnphy). 

lt..; prubn.hk boundarit>s w .. ro the Brflhu'l>l.putro. on the E st Allll 
KMatoya on the WPst. ~ep5Ja still r<'t tlllt thP nam t bon 
nearly 1,600 year>< ago. Iu th lighL of the mention au.! '•Jl'· -tio11 
nf thes aprnl'lmtly still pr<H'' i<',tll.v ind c·pPruJc>u t K int:· lom ., , rth­
EIIstern lndin. it. seem~ r<>tlbOndiJle to t•onclude that the tuciet•t 
prclVint'e of Pur.l~lra.van l h 11111 hucl ai.·,·ad~· h<·••n incorp'''''te in 
thc> Gupta empir''· -

") Thr<'e c·oins ,,f ChaadrugupL>t 11-' HriYikt·umrt ' (Ar··lwr type-­
found irl Bogi'H <listrict a nd now in tho coll(·ction of the \ t\r011dra 
Hcsearch Soe>ety, Rajshnhi ( V. R. Society, ,Jn:n. Rep., 1127-:.!8) . 

(IJ) .\cnother coin of the snmP 1 ~· po fmmd ii or (j ycnrs ago on 11 monnd 
nonr l:'fttisar (Hajshaht) diHLT'iClt and now wi th Balm J"g .. T1ch•t t 
Nnth Mandal nf village Piilsii, 2 mile.• dislftnt (informatwu .npplied 
by S. K Harn<~wati) . 

(r) The imago of Bmldha of tho Gupta pet·iotl from Behnrail (ItajRhabi 
Diet.) , now in thl' collt-'ction or thP V .R. l:iociPty, Hajsb~ h1. 

(G) (n) The DhnnaidLLha (Rajshulu Dist .. ) Copperplate <•f h•tmiira 
gupta of the yeat lla G.F:. (4:12- J;i3 A.D.) l'Op,istering sale of 
land in Khiitiipiirii vi~aya,-~ituakd presm.utl:>ly in the' 'ut~c;lra­
vardhana bhllkti. (T'ide Ep. lnrl .• Vol. X\' J t, pp. 34i> f 

(7) 

( Ill 

(b) The Damodnrpur (Dinsjp1.n Dist.) Copperplates of umih .. -
j!;upta of 124 and l 28 O.E (4l3-44t A.D .• md 447-·U~ A.D. 
re,;pectiv<'ly) l'ogi;tering sales of lands i.u th< Ko~ivm~, vi~aya 
of the Pnt:t<.lra rdhanft bllu~·t i. ( T'idc Ep. Ind., \ol. XV, pp 113 H.) 

(r) Tho newly di~cnvered Baigrii.rn (Hili, Bogm Dist.J Coprerplate, 
dated 128 G.K ( 147-448 A.D.) - about to he p bli~hed in liJJ. Ind. 
bv Dr. H. G Hasak. 

Thc,;e plu (<'>~ sho" that rogulflr administrativP m achinery "a~ then 
worku\g m North Bengal untl<Jr Governors (Uparikas) appointed 
h) t h(' Onpta Emperor. T he Gov,wnors in theit turn R}'flOintt•d 
[)i ~trict Officials (Yi.•~(l.yapaJill) who ''ere assi.l red in t1•e lc·• tl 
adrninistn1t ion by a co•mcil of four rnembera. 

(?) The PaharpurCopperpl11.t(' gran.L of the Gupta year 159='4' .D., 
l't'~,risteriug tho purcha.s d ftlllOW StlltO Jantl by a px'ivate iJ , tual 
for gift to t\H' Jain Yihiirn ttt Vn!a-Gohii.li pr•'t~idP.d OY the 
.Jain pr'f'<'<'ptor Onhanandin. (K, J , lJik~h.it, Ep. btd., 
pp. !i!l 64 nnd plam.) 

(fl) 'J'ltp Damodarpur Copperplates Sos. a, ~.and 5 recording f. ._,., 
nf fu I low :;tnt" lam.L~ in the PU!.l~lr~ vurdhana bhukti, tht J!\!h "i 
\\l~t<·h ia dated in 221 nE.=54<! A.D. (R. G. Ba•ak, J•.IJ, b. I, 
Vol. . "iT, pp.;l3 ft.) 

The Hnntlu• Jn~criptiort of thE< rE<ign of Jjjit,tr varmmttu 
, 'rrmiN I (ill=.31i4 A.f..; (>idc. Rp. l11d., Vol. X .. V, p. 110) sayo~ 
J~iir.t•" nt·mman c01111 \lied the Oanc,lllfl, strong on ~he se~, t• r 
withiu their proper lil<lit<~ . Tht> statement gtv ·s rtse u. 

• 
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t. 

•!I) 

I 
Dates. 

c. iiP" .c . !i20 A. I>. 

j,)) 

IJ;)'; ,\.I I. 

'L rNE o F T I M E ' FO H N oltT l{ B~~xc:AL 
TO '1' 1 (1~ l\1 U t.(A:'o11\IAD.:L'\J CO~QUI<.:ST 

]1 

Hislarica l l•'ncts. 

--·--- -----------------

GatH) ns, a lso follO\\' i ng n sirnl lar cour~e, 
IJIIt tho latiC' I' \\-er(' 11 l t imatPiy chec:kc'd 
by rs.-u.mvannrnan, i \ ](~ ~\lau khil r i l(ing. 

Sa:;;ti.lJ ka of 1-\:ar t.tasu van.l t.Ht (.Kuw _Kftn~onU, 
alias HangDnwti, on tl1e \\"{'~tern bank 
of the Bh;>l! irnthi, ahn11l- 7 milc·s south­
wC'st of B~o rh;tmpur) becoHWN supreme 
r ul m· in Bo~1grd (cj. 'Uau(lftd hipa ', t hu 
ep it heL of Sasanka in the Jfanacharita 
of J ~anabhatta). . 

Can1paign of T--JaJ'$ft against Sa~tt r.dza 'vhich 
do(•s not seern to han~ been vcrv s uccess­
ful (at least "bile Sa"i"ti1ka \1·;1~ ali,·e) . 

. \ftN 1ht• rlca!ll nf s.,s;lt.tka, U.c j)O\\.Ul' uf 
J3c·n ~al was hroken 1)\' H eoJnhillcdion of 
1-Lt r~<l nncl hi s <·nstrl'll·~tlh · Bll;-t.··d'\:<ll'<l\'<:IT'lll­

nl<lll. uf r\:;:iliiHI'IlfJil , whll i~ sa id 1 u hnYC h;td 
his <"tUliP ~,r ' ' ietory pitch(•d aL l'(arl_,a ­
su\·u rnn. TIJi:-;. hO\\'('\ .<'r, SCP ill:--i to htl\ ' (' 

lx·c·n .n tr·nq)IJI'Hl',\- <wcup<.lti,ITl, tbc)ltgh 
i.t lllH,\ ' ht\\'1' l<.;>d !IJ the di:->rttptiun of 
Sa~ill.JI\.u's l'IIYpire <11Hl the di,·is ion uf 
BC'ngnl aniOI IJ-2,' HC'\'f•nd s1nall~·r dii(•fta in ":i. 

Hinen 'T~ang \·isit:--: Ht:ng;nl-thcrJ divided 
.iut11 ::;is stnt(·s. 

I 

~ 
I 

~ 
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FROM THI' A('( 1':.~~1 N or CHAXDJl.A.(:.lJl'TA ;\L\ RYY \, 
OF BE OAJ (i.e .• c. 300 B.C. TO 1200 A.D.) 

Ill 
Archreological ~iut(ll'ial discovered in Northl•t·n Bongal tmcl ol~ewl, 

whk h lutH t1 IJuaring on t he hislo1y of North' I'll Bengal 
(with Bib liogruphy). 

prE' umptions - first that by .154 .D. Gnu(Ja. wa an rnderf 
powt'l'; oecondly, that thu Unn•.las had not only b ·come jnriep 
but were trying to over,;tep their natut'lll fronti<'l'l!. Three 
of Bengal, who mu t bE' asc·r·ibed to tlus p riod on palreogr 
ground-,;, ar known, viz. Dhal'Jnftditya, Gopachandra, anrl 
chiirtL. 'l'h y are all styled .Mahiit•ii.jadhlrii.;as in their F£ 
pltltPs (Indian Antiqlully, 9l0, p. :! l(), nod Ep. Ind., Vol. 
p. i ~ ff.). E.·copt for two ~oins of Samiichii.ra from tlu 
nl',ghl ourhood, thes ' K ings arc only known tl'll'ough 1! 
cov• ry o( their Copperplate gnmts. 

(9) (a) Van}!l/irirm1lakalpa, G3rd Pa~allivi8tcmr (Ne\1 r·cference s1 
l>y Prof. Radhagobinda Ba~ak in hi~ papor on ' Sa~tinka, 1\ 
Ht·rlg.11'; T.H.Q., Vol. YII, pp. 1 ff.). 

tb In the> C;1ml"'ll!n, Hari}a. b ~aid to h • re ched the t• 
l' ·u_~, [r,~ wiH'r<' ht· caused gr<>at ho,·or, but ft·o ~ the way m 
llw tlnthor of tht• "1Iatiju.8r'ind:llakalpa SUttiS np the resul t.~ 
Wtll' (Tbid., V· !-+).they do not liClltn to httvc bl'cn very sati>;J 
fol' H lll'~n. Eviclc>utly only a temporary ictory was ol> 
The Unnjam Plates of M:ahiisilrnantR Mii.dha' ll\'Urman (Ep 
Vol. Y I, p . 143), mentioning Sa~i\nk11. HR his ·uzPra ln 
()l!J A.D., ~upports tltis sugg stion. 

(c) The Nirlhunpur (Sylhet) plate of Bhilskarrwarmun (1\rit 
8ti. czniivoli b. Ml.\1. Pailinana.th Bhattttcharyya, pp. 1- 43) . 

(10) ln his time Pun-na fa-trrn-na (Pur:-dr·M >1 rdhonli, i.e., rTonh T 
whinh wns mor than 4000 li (c. 00 mile!,!) 111 c·ircu it and its 
mort• than 30 li m circumfer nee, had fl fl llt'IShing pop 
md wns well provided with tnnkt!, hosp icilf!, and flo ,very 
Js k-fruits were available in plonl · HesiJ<' the H1 
foil wing the Great and Little Vflhicle>~, lUltl th(' Bral•• 
there liH•cl in orth Bengal mauy DigamvRm i'<irgraatha (l 
Belief 111 c>racl R was current. (\\'attflr8 on Yuan.chwang. 
p. l8!.) 
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(ll) 

I 
Dates. 

c. u50-7iiU A.D. 

(12) 
c. 700 A.D. 

( 1:3) 
c. 7:l0 A.D. 

(14) 
c. 740 A.D. 

( l;)) 

c. 750 A.D. 

(Hi) 
c. 7.JO ~LD. 

( 17) 
c. 7(j:) .LV. 

'LINE 0~' TIME' FOR NOHTH BENGAL 

TO THE MuHAMMADAN coNQUEST 

l[ 

Historieal Fads. 

Bengal under local kings who ~truck coin,, 
modelled on those of the Guptas and of 
Sasiiilka. Beginning of the period of 
confuHion : lmt continuance of the rrevival 
of HinduiHm. 

The King of Pm.H.lra, who is described oven 
by his enemies as skilful in ch,stroying his 
enemies, was killed by a chief of the Saila 
family who usurped the kingdom and 
established his family there. 

Gam.la, which, in all probability, was under 
Kings of the Saila family and not under 
Jivitagupta II as is generally held, was 
invaded by Y asovarmman of Kanauj. 

Lalitaditya :\Iuktapit_la, King of Kashmir, 
defeats anc1 kills Y asovarmman and in 
his triumphal progress towards the Eastern 
ocean most prolml.Jiy conquered Gauda. 
He invited the King of Gauda to Kashmir 
where he was murdered. The followers 
of the Gau<,la King travelled to KaHhmir 
to aycngn the n1urder. 

Gaur.la oceupiecl by Har~adeva of Kamarupa. 

The Kashmir King, Jayapi<,la, Yisits Pm}<.\ra­
Yardhana, marries Kalyal).aclevi the 
daughter of .Jayanta, the King of Gau~la. 
and, after ddeating Jive othPr ehiefs of 
Gau<,la, made his father-in -law supreme 
in Bengal. 

C:opiila, elected King of Bengal by Hw 
people themselveH to end the prevalont 
anarchy. The <lynasty he <:>stablishc<l, 
which was known as the Pala dynasty, 
continued to rule Bengal, though with 
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FROl\1 'l'Hll ACCESSION OF CHANDRAOUJ'TA. MAURYYA, 

Oli' BENOAL (i.e., c. :{00 F..C. TO 1200 A.D.). 

III 
Archmologic>t l Material d iscovel'Ocl in No rthem Bengal and elsewhere 

which has a bearing on th e history of Northertl Bengal 
(with Bibliography). 

( ll) (a) ·Att ribu t ion of imitat ion Gupta coins ' (N. K. Bhattasali, 
J .P.A.8.8 .. 19:2,5. P. ~. l ff. ). 

(b) Pnharpur reli efs of th is pe riod show m.any Hindu gods in which 
scenes from t h o life of Kri shr~a ( including a relief of Gopi: and 
Kr ishna) p rpclominHte. 

(c) Yishnu image in t ho R.ajshahi IYILlScum ascribed by Dr. Kram.t'isch 
to 7t.h -Stb contur.v A.D. (F ip;. 2, Pl. Il, PiUa >tncl Sena Sculpture, 
Rupalil, No. 40). 

( U) Tho Ht1p;holi (ConLra I Prov inces) p lates of Jayavarcldhana ( lEp. 
I nd., Vo l. lX, pp . .> L ff. \. 

(13) (a) ClcwrJcwaho of Vakpatit'ftja, Eel. by S. P. Pandit (Bombay 

A. Smith (J.R.A.S., 1908, 
Sanskrit SeriC's, No. :34). 

(b) · Kanauj aml Yaso,·arrmnan ', V. 
pp. 765ft.). 

(14) Kalhana's Rlijatarangini (Ste in's translation, Vol. 
152-3)·. 

I, pp. 132-3 a"d ~ 

(1'5) Pa8npati Inscription of Jayadova, King of Nepal, dated 153 H.E. 
(759 A.D., i ncL. Ant., Vol. IX, p . 178). Jayadeva married 
Rajyamati, daughter of Har;:;adeva · of the Bhagaclatta dynasty 
of Kamarupa, who is ~tyled in the inscription as Lord of Gauqa, 
O<;lra, Kalinga, and Kosala. 

(IU) Kalhar:m's Rajatamngini (Stein's translation, Vol. I, pp. 160-3). 

~7) 
J 

(a) IncL. Ant., Vol. IV, pp. 365-366. 
(b) Copperplate Inscription of the 32nd year of Dharmapiila found 
at Khalimpur alia~> Kholi Alampur, 6 miles east of Gaur, verse 4 
(Ep. Ind ., Vol. IY, p. 243). 1 

I 
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FRO)t THE .>ccE,;:>JOC\ OF CllAXDRAGt:PT.\ :.\L; u RY'<A, 
OF J31>XGAL (i .e ., c. :lOU J3.C. "1'·1 U Oil .\.D. ). 

111 
Archroological Maucri<l i rliseO\·en•d in :.l o rlhc m Bengal ancl Pi.sewhero 

IYhich ha~ a l>eac-ing on the hi~tor_v of X orthern Bengal 
(11·i1 h l~ibliogr<~phy). 

(18) (o) The ;thovc-nwntioned Khalintpur 1n~c ripti on of Dharmapii.ln. 
is~ued from Piilaliputra but gnuuing villages in Pw_Hirantrclhan a 
blwl.-ti. 

( 1()) 

(:?(! ) 

(21 ) 

(b) SP:Ii nf t ht' communit~- oi monks at the monastery of Somapum 
found<·d lJ_,. DhamMpiib, disco,·l·red ai J>aharpur in 1 !l:?!L~I 
(: I.S.l .. . -1.71 .. pp. 1-HJ aml UJ!J). 

(c) 13arocla gmnt of .Kcu·kariija (I nd. Ant .. \ 'ol. XU. p. loO ). 
(d) \\'ani g rant - (lnrl . . .J.nl .. \ 'ol. XL , p. l-i7 ). 
(r) (~\\·a lior I nscription of Bho_ja (.·LS.l .. . l.R., lOO:J-0-!, pp. :?SO-Ill ). 
(f) "Gnpul,Ji~lwd Copperplate of Amorrha\·ar,;a by D. H. Bhandarkar 

(f'..'p . l 11d .. \ ·o l. LX. p. :!!i, not(' +: J.J3.R .. .J..8. Vol. XXli , 
p . l 18) . 

(g) R. C. :.\la_junHI,H·. ' Piib Cht·onoloi!~- ' (.J .P .. I. 8. B. 1021, pp. 1 ff.) . 

Consid r ratinn of the ::\iilandtt Copp!·rpiHt<' of ])p, ·apiila d cn1. ~·ea r 
:39 ( J' irle ::\. (;. :.\l ajmndm·. l'.R.S . JlowlfJI'fljlhS ::\ o. L) necessitate~ 
thP pu><hin!-( back of Dr. R. C. :.\lajumd,u-'s c-hronology by a furilwr 
n\'t' ~-ca ril . 

(o) Had,, I (Diniijpur ) Pillar Jn sc·ription of Bh,l\(a <.:maYa :.\lisrD. the 
:llini.·u•r of l\iiri't,\·ut;:tpiiln p_. E:. :.\lnitra, C:aw_lulel.-hallullii , pp. 70- 1\.j). 

(b) The Pt~ha rpur (Hajsh,thi) PiJJ,n Inscripti on of the yl'ar :; of 
:YlahP!HIJ•a p<da (c . 900 .-\ . D.; .-1.8.1 --~ .R ., LO:?.i-:20, p. l ·U ). 

(c) :.\[iniatllr(' inscr ibed im,tgc of .Jantblwla fro111 1-':tharptll' (now in 
t lw l ndi,tn :.\Iusculll ), lllth r-pntury .\ .D. 

The Dinajpur Pillar Inscription (J .. l .S.JJ., \' o l. \ -11, p. 61 0), records 
the e rect ion of,, tL·mple at J)p,·iknt by ,, King of K iimboja extrac­
tion. :.\Jr. H. P . Chanda takes the ,,·ord · Kuiijaragha(ii,·ar9a · of tho 
inscription as the d;tte 1-ii:IS f-:iika. Dr. R. C. :.\Iajumdar is inc lined 
to tak e it as an Ppithet (uil'lulu) of this C:atH:Iapati of Kamboja 
extract ion , nnd Buggcsts that he 111<1.\' be id('n tifi ed 11·ith Siihilladcva, 
King of Chnmh<l, ll'ho acquirPd the epithet 'l{ari,·ar~a · b.v destro~·­
ing h e rds of elephants of th(' enemy at Km·ukh9etm. ( T'anyan'illi 
of Clwitru, L::l:30 B.S .. pp. :!+9- ::;2.) 

(2:!) (a) The Bangarh ( Dinnjpur) Copperp late g rnnt of :.\1a hipala, year !J. 
(A. E .. ~laitr('ya, Uauqa/e/.:ha;"{i/cl , pp. 01-100.) 

(b) )lahfpii.la dighi. 18 miles to the S.-\\' . of Diniijpur. 
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I 
Dates. 

--~-------

(;!:)) 
c. l (l~(j- 1 070 A.D. 

(:2+) 
c . l07 0 ,\.D . 

(~ :i ) 

c. 111/7 A.D. 

(:20 ) 
c. 11:20 A.D . 

( :?7 ) 
c. 11:2.) .l. D. 

(:?8 ) 
c. 11:10 A.D . 

(:!0) 
c. li -Hl A.D. 

(30) 
c . llG:!-l\78 A .D. 

(:31) 
c. I 178-1208 A.D. 

'LI~E OF TDa:' FOH :\ownt Bc:'\GAL 

TO THE :\I ULDDLI D A~ CO~Q t; EST 

[J 
H i.-;toric-al Fac-1 .-. 

I~ui,·artta r e\Tllt 1 an1l t ht> tPll1p<~r.-t.r~ - ec lip,r· 
of the Piiln pO\n·r in :\urth l),·ngill. 

Hii111apii ln, youngp;o( Lwthc·r of ""hipi'ila I I, 
clefe,lls and killil Bhimu . the KainH·tt; l 
ICinrr ancl reco,·prs ='\1n·tlt Bell~<-11. FouncL:l ­
tion .. nf H:unii\·ati. th" IICII ' J>iila r·,tpitill. 
on the pre.c.:ent . ...:ite of Utt!u· . _-\. .s.srJnl 
con<tW'n'd (or itwndcd) ~>.,- " f<·11da tor_, . .. r 
H. iimapiila. 

SIJCces.sion of Ku rnilrapiiln. ,,-h u l't'C"illl(Illf-'l\_'11 

A:--~Si.\111, 

C:opiibHI, son of Kurniirapiila. 

.JladannpD.la , y(lunge~t ~r111 uf Hi'intHp<il ot 
oucc0ed~ C:op:tht l IJ. 

Xorth Bengal passed into tl1e hunrlo of tlw 
Senas under ''ija ,,·asr-tHl~ who had nlread~­
\\Testecl H.a<;lha and :IIitbilii fmm thr· 
P3 fas, and "-ho no\';- drnYe c-nnl\. t!H' Kit-u:!· 
of Cauda (e,· idently :1Ltdm1aJ."Ilu). Th.c 
latter too k sheller in :ILt!!urllw \\here h •' 
reigned for a fc\\· yenr . ...; n1on'. 



1932] A ' Line of Time 'fm Northern Bengal 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF CHA:s-DRAGUPTA l\fAURYYA, 
OF BENGAL {i.e., c. 300 B.C. TO 1200 A.D.). 

III 

143 
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Archreological Material discovered in )[orthern Bengal and elsewhere 
which has a bearing on the history of Northern Bengal 

{with Bibliography). 

(23) The Amgachi (Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of Yigrahapala III 
(A. K. :Vlaitreya, Claurfalekhamiilii, pp. 121-26), granting land in his 
13th year in the village Brahmani, situated in the Kotivar~a 
visaya of the Pui.J.<!-ravardhana bhukti. 

(24) The Dhivardighi pillar near Devikot (Dinajpur), though uninscribed, 
is connected by local tradition with the successful Kaivartta revolt 
under Bhlma in Varendra, which forms the subject matter of 
Sandhyakara Nandi's Riimacharitam (A. K. Maitreya, 'The Stones 
of Varendra ', reprinted from the ~71,;lodern Review, 1912, 
September, p. 6). 

(25) (a) Riimacharitam of Sanclhyakara ::'lfandi, Edited by M:H. Hara­
prasad Sastri (M.A.S.B., Vol. III). 

(b) The extensive embankment in the Bogra district, known as 
Bhimer jiingiil, most probably represents the defensive work set 
np by Bhima against the army of restoration under Ramapiila. 

(26) The Kamauli Plates of Vaiclyacleva (A. K. Maitreya, Claurjalekhamiilii, 
pp. 127-146), Vaidyadeva was the Minister of Kumarapala, and 
afterwards became King of Kamarupa. 

(27) The Rajshahi (:\Iancla) Stone Inscription (now in the Indian Museum) 
of Gopiila III (R. D. Banerji, M.A.S.B., Vol. V, p. 102). 

(28) The l\fanahali (near Deviko~., Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of 
Madanapala, year 8, granting the village Ka~~hagiri situated in 
Ko~ivar~a vi~aya in Pnl).dravardhana bhukti (A. K. Maitreya, 
Gaurjalekhamala, pp. 147-58). 

(29) The Rajshahi (Deopara) Inscription of Vijayasena (N. G. Majumdar, 
'Inscr~ptions of Bengal', Vol. III, pp. 42-56). 

(30) Valliil-biiri, the northern part of Gaur, probably was the twin palace 
and fortress of V alliilasena. 

(31) (a) The Tarpa!fadighi (Dinajpur) Copperplate grant of Lak~mal).a­
sena, year 3 (N. G. Majumdar, op. cit., III, pp. 92-105), granting 
the village Belahishti in Varendri within the Pu!f<!-ravardhana 
bhukti. 

• 
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TU 'l'Jil:.: ~JL 1-L-\::'1!:'11.\ll_\:.'\ LO::\l~(_-I·:~T 

II 
1-li,tnrical 1·\lct >. 

Lll\·;lsioJl of Jkhti,·ii •·tl<ldin :\!JtltmnmMI b ill 
!),Jiiliti.vii t· . ~h~ nc<·JJpicd '\'~rth B0n.~nl 
up tu a line sonJe\\-ht>n' nPrth of ])c;,··ik~f~. 

J I<' tlllSllC'('C'Ssfldh· in\-;H\('d _-\~i-!<llll in l:.?Oh 
.'\.J). '""'died ,;J~ortl~· <lill·t·\\·,,rd,;. 


