
PREFACE 

While studying post-graduation at the University of North Bengal in the years 1997-

1998, I became interested in the history of healthcare and medicine of India.fiom the 

1980s) the history of healthcare and medicine in India is a popular area of research. A 

good number of scholars are working in this field. But the medicinal history of North 

Bengal has been avoided by the historians. There is no book-length account of public 

health in North Bengal, and it is that historiographical gap that this study endeavours to 

fill. This study is a narrative account of the medical and healthcare systems of North 

Bengal focussing different aspects. 

In the course of my research many individuals and institutions have contributed. My 

first debt is to my supervisor, Prof. Ananda Gopal Ghosh. He has inspired and helped me 

greatly from the very first day of my research. I have been very much benefited by 

discussing with him the various issues of the medicinal history of North Bengal. I have 

enriched my ideas on the subject by interacting with Prof. Deepak Kumar of J.N.U and 

Prof. Biswamoy Pati of Delhi University. Dr. Nandini Bhattacharya of University of 

Leicester, UK has also provided me invaluable help in writing the thesis. 

I owe a similar debt to my friends and colleagues who have inspired me a lot. I am 

particularly greatful to Dr. Amab Sen, Dr. Dilip Kr. Roy, Dr. Sailen Debnath, Somesh 

Roy, Aditi Chatterjee, Jayanta Chakraborty, Gangotri Ghosh, Mausumi Kumar, Manik 

Seal etc. My friends like Madhupama Guha of Nahata College, Papia Dutta of Shyam 

Sundar College Burdwan and Dalia Bhattacharya of University of North Bengal were 

always great sources of inspiration for me. 

A number of individuals generously shared ideas and materials with me. Prof. Usha 

Kanta Dutta of Cooch Behar, Brajagopal Ghosh of Mogulkata tea estate, Dr.Pradip Kr. 

Roy of Mogulkata tea estate, Late Bhupesh Sharmadhikary of Cooch Behar, Dr. 

Bimalendu Bikash Dutta of Alipurduar Junction, Dr. Dilip Lahiri of Madarihat, Bina Dey 

of Cooch Behar, Dr. Ashutosh Chakraborty of Jalpaiguri have helped me in many ways. 



My former student Deepanwita Dasgupta of Cooch Behar Girls' college has given 

valuable books and articles to enrich my work. 

I am also indebted to the stnff of the following libraries for their kind service: West 

Bengal State Archives, Kolkata (Bhawani Dutta Lane and Writers' Building section), 

Bangiyo Sahitya Parishad Library, National Library, Asiatic Society, North Bengal 

University Library, Cooch Behar State Library, Jalpaiguri District Library, Alipurduar 

Edward Library, Maida District Library, Darjeeling District Library, ITPA(Jalpaiguri), 

DBITA(Binnaguri) etc. 

Lastly and most importantly, I am indebted to my parents, aunt, sister, brothers, 

husband, daughter and mother-in-law for their constant support and encouragement. 
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