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HISTORY OF GREECE 

PART II 

HISTORICAL GREECE 
(Continued) 

CHAPTER XXXV 

IONIC REVOLT 

HITHERTO the history of the Asiatic Greeks has flowed in 
a stream distinct from that of the European Greeks. The 
present chapter will mark the period of confluence between the 
two. 

At the time when Darius quitted Sardis on his return to· 
Susa, carrying with him the Milesian Histireus, he left Arta­
phemes his brother as satrap of Sardis, invested with the 
supreme command of Western Asia Minor. The Grecian 
cities on the coast, comprehended under his satrapy, appear to 
have been chiefly governed by native despots in each; and 
Miletus especially, in the absence of Histireus, was ruled by his 
son-in-law Aristagoras. That city was now in the height of 
power and prosperity-in every respect the leading city of 
Ionia. The return of Darius to Susa may be placed seemingly 
about 5 I z B.c., from which time forward the state of things. 
above described continued, without disturbance, for eight or 
ten years-" a respite from suffering," to use the significant 
phrase of the historiar1.1 

I Herodot. v. 28. MeT¢ a~ ob 1J'Oll.ll.bv xp&vov, il.vews KaKwV ~v-or II.VflTtS 

~a~<wv-if the conjecture of some critics be adopted. Mr. Clinton, with 
Larcher and others (see Fasti Hellen. App. 18, p. 314), construe this. 
passage as if the comma were to be placed after p.eT¢ a€, so that the 
historian would be made to affirm that the period of repose lasted only a 
short time. It appears to me that the comma ought rather to be placed 
1fter xp&vov, and that the "short time" refers to those evils which the 
llistorian had been describing before. There must have been an interval 
of eight years at least, if not of ten years, between the events which the. 

VOL. V. I B 
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It was aoout the year so6 B.C. that the exiled Athenian 

despot Hippias, after having been repelled from Sparta by the 
unanimous refusal of the Lacedcemonian allies to take part in 
his cause, presented himself from Sigeium as a petitioner to 
Artaphernes at Sardis. He now doubtless found the benefit 
of the alliance which he had formed for his daughter with the 
despot JEantides of Lampsakus, whose favour with Darius 
would stand him in good stead. He made pressing represent­
ations to the satrap, with a view of procuring restoration to 
Athens, on condition of holding it under Persian dominion ; 
and Artaphernes was prepared, if an opportunity offered, to 
aid him in this design. So thoroughly had he resolved on 
espousing actively the cause of Hippias, that when the 
Athenians despatched envoys to Sardis, to set forth the case 
of the city against its exiled pretender, he returned to them 
an answer not merely of denial, but of menace-bidding them 
receive Hippias back again, if they looked for safety.1 Such a 
reply was equivalent to a declaration of war, and so it was 
construed at Athens. It leads us to infer that the satrap was 
even then revolving in his mind an expedition against Attica, 
in conjunction with Hippias ; but fortunately for the Athenians, 
other projects and necessities intervened to postpone for several 
years tlie execution of the scheme. 

Of these new projects, the first was that of conquering the 
island of Naxos. Here too, as in the case of Hippias, the 
instigation arose· from Naxian exiles-a rich oligarchy which 
had been expelled by a rising of the people. This island, like 
all the rest of the Cyclades, was as yet independent of the 
Persians. 2 It was wealthy, prosperous, possessing a large 

historian had been describing (the evils inflicted by the attacks of Otanes) 
and the breaking out of the Ionic revolt ; which latter event no one places 
earlier than 504 B.C., though some prefer 502 B.c., others even 500 B.C. 

If indeed we admitted with Wesseling (ad Herodot. vi. 40; and Mr. 
Clinton seems inclined towards the same opinion, seep. 314 ut sup.) that 
the Scythian expedition is to be placed in so8-S07 B.C.' then indeed the 
interval between the campaign of Otanes and the Ionic revolt would be 
contracted into one or two years. But I have already ohserved that I 
cannot think so8 B.C. a correct date for the Scythian expedition: it seems 
to me to belong to about srs B.C. Nor do I know what reason there is 
for determining the date as W esseling does, except this very phrase ov 
1roA.A.Iw xpovov, which is, on every supposition, exceedingly vague, and 
which he appears to me not to have construed in the best way. 

1 Herodot. v. g6. '0 5€ 'Aprarp~pVTJS EICElo .. eu~ urpeas, el /JouA.olaro uom ' 
elvat, Ka:ra0€Kecr8at lnrCcrw T~V fl7r7rl1JI'. 

2 Herodot. v. 31. Plutarch says that Lygdamis, established as despot ' 
at Naxos by Peisistratus (Herodot i. 64), was expelled from this post by 
the Lacedremonians (De Herodot. Malignitat. c. 21, p. 859). I confess 
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population both of freemen and slaves, and defended as well 
by armed ships as by a force of 8ooo heavy-armed infantry. 
The exiles applied for aid to Aristagoras, who saw that he 
could turn them into instruments of dominion for himself in 
the island, provided he could induce Artaphernes to embark in 
the project along with him-his own force not being adequate 
by itself. Accordingly he went to Sardis, and laid his project 
before the satrap, intimating that as soon as the exiles should 
land with a powerful support, Naxos would be reduced with 
little trouble : that the neighbouring islands of Paros, Andros, 
Tenos, and the other Cyclades, could not long hold out after 
the conquest of Naxos, nor even the large and valuable island 
of Eube£a. He himself engaged, if a fleet of roo ships were 
granted to him, to accomplish all these conquests for the 
Great King, and to bear the expenses of the armament besides. 
Artaphernes entertained the proposition with eagerness, loaded 
him with praise, and promised him in the ensuing spring 200 

ships instead of roo. Messengers despatched to Susa having 
brought back the ready consef\t of Darius, a large armament 
was forthwith equipped under the command of the Persian 
Megabates, to be placed at the disposal of Aristagoras-com­
posed both of Persians and of all the tributaries near the 
coast.1 

With this force Aristagoras and the Naxian exiles set sail 
from Miletus, giving out that they were going to the Helles­
pont : on reaching Chios, they waited in its western harbour of 
Kaukasa for a fair wind to carry them straight across to Naxos. 
No suspicion was entertained in that island of its real purpose, 
nor was any preparation made for resistance ; so that the 
success of Aristagoras would have been complete, had it not 
been defeated by an untoward incident ending in dispute. 
~Megabates, with a solicitude which we are surprised to discern 
~n a Persian general, personally made the tour of his fleet, to 
lsee that every ship was under proper watch. He discovered a 
ship from Myndus (an Asiatic Dorian city near Halikamassus) 
left without a single man on board. Incensed at such neglect, 
he called before him Skylax, the commander of the ship, and 
ordered him to be put in chains, with his head projecting out­
wards through one of the apertures for oars in the ship's side. 

hat I do not place much confidence in the statements of that treatise as to 
the many despots expelled by Sparta : we neither know the source from 
whence Plutarch borrowed them, nor any of the circumstances connected 
with them. 

1 Herodot. v. 30, 31. 
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Skylax was a guest and friend of Aristagoras, who on hearin 
of this punishment, interceded with Megabates for his release 
but finding the request refused, took upon him to release th 
prisoner himself. He even went so far as to treat the remov 
strance of Megabates with disdain, reminding him that accord 
ing to the instructions of Artaphernes, he was only second­
himself (Aristagoras) being first. The pride of Mega bates 
could not endure such treatment : as soon as night arrived, he 
sent a private intimation to Naxos of the coming of the fleet, 
warning the islanders to be on their guard. The warning thm 
fortunately received was turned by the Naxians to the best 
account. They carried in their property, laid up stores, and 
made every preparation for a siege, so that when the fleet, 
probably delayed by the dispute between its leaders, at length 
arrived, it was met by a stbut resistance, remained on the 
island for four months in prosecution of an unavailing siege, 
and was obliged to retire without accomplishing anything 
beyond the erection of a fort, as lodgment for the Naxiar 
exiles. After a large cost incurred, not only by the Persians 
but also by Aristagoras himself, the unsuccessful armament wa· 
brought back to the coast of Ionia.l 

The failure of this expedition threatened Aristagoras wit! 
entire ruin. He had incensed Megabates, deceived Artf 
phernes, and incurred an obligation, which he knew not ho· 
to discharge, of indemnifying the latter for the costs of tf 
fleet. He began to revolve in his mind the scheme of revol 
ing from Persia, and it so happened that there arrived near: 
at the same moment a messenger) from his father-in-laV! 
Histireus, who was detained at the court of Susa, secretly 1 
instigating him to this very resolution. Not knowing whom tv 1 
trust with this dangerous message, Histireus had caused th1(. 
head of a faithful slave to be shaved-branded upon it th• 
words necessary-and then despatched him, so soon as hi 
hair had grown, to Miletus, with a verbal intimation t 
Aristagoras that his head was to be again shaved am 
examined.2 Histireus sought to provoke this perilous rising 
simply as a means of procuring his own release from Susa, an c.} 
in the calculation that Darius would send him down to tht 
coast to re-establish order. His message, arriving at sc. 
critical a moment, determined the faltering resolution o: 
Aristagoras, who convened his principal partisans at 1Iiletus 

1 Herodot. v. 34, 35· · 
2 Herodot. v. 35: compare Polyren. i. 24, and Aulus Gellius, N. Ar 

xvii. 9· 
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md laid before them the formidable project of revolt. All of 
hem approved it, with one remarkable exception-the historian 
rlekat:eus of Miletus ; who opposed it as altogether ruinous, 
md contended that the power of Darius was too vast to leave 
hem any prospect of success. When he found direct opposi­
jon fruitless, he next insisted upon the necessity of at once 
seizing the large treasures in the neighbouring temple of Apollo 
at Branchid:e for the purpose of carrying on the revolt. By 
this means alone (he said) could the Milesians, too feeble to 
carry on the contest with their own force alone, hope to become 
masters at sea-while, if they did not take these treasures, the 
victorious enemy assuredly would. Neither of these recom­
mendations, both of them indicating sagacity and foresight in 
the proposer, were listened to. Probably the seizure of the 
treasures-though highly useful for the impending struggle, 
and though in the end they fell into the hands of the enemy, 
as Hekat:eus anticipated-would have been insupportable to 
the pious feelings of the people, and would thus have proved 
more injurious than beneficial : 1 perhaps indeed Hekat:eus 
himself may have urged it with the indirect view of stifling the 
whole project. We may remark that he seems to have argued 
the question as if Miletus were to stand alone in the revolt; 

. not anticipating, as indeed no prudent man could then antici­
?ate, that the Ionic cities generally would follow the example. 

Aristagoras and his friends resolved forthwith to revolt. 
Their first step was to conciliate popular favour throughout 
Asiatic Greece by putting down the despots in all the various 
cities-the instruments not less than the supports of Persian 
ascendency, as Histi:eus had well argued at the bridge of the 
Danube. The opportunity was favourable for striking this 
blow at once on a considerable scale. For the fleet, recently 
employed at N axos, had not yet dispersed, but was still 
assembled at Myus, with many of the despots present at the 
head of their ships. Accordingly Iatragoras was despatched 
from Miletus, at once to seize as many of them as he could, 
and to stir up the soldiers to revolt. This decisive proceeding 
was the first manifesto against Darius. Iatragoras was success­
ful : the fleet went along with him, and many of the despots 
fell into his hands-among them Histi:eus (a second person so 
named) of Termera, Oliatus of Mylasa (both Karians), 2 Koes 
of Mitylene, and Aristagoras (also a second person so named) 

1 Herodot. v. 36. 
2 Compare Herodotus, v. 121 and vii. 98. Oliatus was son of Iban6Iis, 

as was also the Mylasian Herakleides mentioned in v. 121. 
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of Kyme. At the same time the Milesian Aristagoras himself,'; 
while he formally proclaimed revolt against Darius, and invited ; 
the Milesians to follow him, laid down his own authority, and ~ 
affected to place the government in the hands of the people. J, 
Throughout most of the towns of Asiatic Greece, insular and l 
continental, a similar revolution was brought about; the ( 
despots were expelled, and the feelings of the citizens were j 
thus warmly interested in the revolt. Such of these despots as 
fell into the hands of Aristagoras were surrendered into the 
hands of their former subjects, by whom they were for the 
most part quietly dismissed, and we shall find them hereafter 
active auxiliaries to the Persians. To this treatment the only 
exception mentioned is Koes, who was stoned to death by the 
Mitylenreans.l 

By these first successful steps the Ionic revolt was made to 
assume an extensive and formidable character; much more 
so, probably, than the prudent Hekatreus had anticipated as 
practicable. The naval force of the Persians in the .!Egean ( 
was at once taken away from them, and passed to their 
opponents, who were thus completely masters of the sea; and 
would in fact have remained so, if a second naval force had 
not been brought up against them from Phenicia-a proceed- ~ 
ing never before resorted to, and perhaps at that time not ) 
~w~ ~ 

Having exhorted all the revolted towns to name their I 
generals and to put themselves in a state of defence, Aristagoras t 
crossed the .!Egean to obtain assistance from Sparta, then 
under the government of king Kleomenes ; to whom he 
addressed himself, "holding in his hand a brazen tablet, ' 
wherein was engraved the circuit of the entire earth, with the 
whole sea and all the rivers." Probably this was the first map 
or plan which had ever been seen at Sparta, and so profound ~ 
was the impression which it made, that it was remembered 
there even in the time of Herodotus.2 Having emphatically 

1 Herodot. v. 36, 37, vi. 9· 
2 Hcrodot. v. 49· Trp li~ (KA<op.€ver) h li.OJIOVS "7<•, ws AaKEiia<p.Ov<o< 

AE')'OV<H, txwv xci.li.KEOV .,..(vaKa, h To/ -yi)s /mtX(]''I)S 7rEplolios ivETET}L'I)TO, I(O:l 
8J.J...acrucJ. 'TE 1r£iua KCd 1l'OTap.ol 7rcf.VTES. 

The earliest map of which mention is made was prepared by Anaximander 
in Ionia, apparently not long before this period : see Strabo, i. p. 7 ; 
Agathemerus, I, c. I ; Diogen. Laert. ii. I. 

Grosskurd, in his note on the above passage of Strabo, as well as Larcher 
and other critics, appear to think, that though this tablet or chart of Anaxi­
mander. was the earliest which embraced the whole known earth, there 
were among the Greeks others still earlier, which described particular 
countries. There is no proof of this, nor can I think it probable : the 
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entreated the Spartans to step forth in aid of their Ionic 
brethren, now engaged in a desperate struggle for freedom, he 
proceeded to describe the wealth and abundance (gold, silver, 
brass, vestments, cattle and slaves), together with the ineffective 
weapons and warfare, of the Asiatics. Such enemies as the 
latter (he said) could be at once put down, and their wealth 
appropriated, by military training such as that of the Spartans 
-whose long spear, brazen helmet and breastplate, and ample 
shield, enabled them to despise the bow, the short javelin, the 
light wicker target, the turban and trowsers, of a Persian.! He 
then traced out on his brazen plan the road from Ephesus to 
Susa, indicating the intervening nations, all of them affording 
a booty more or less rich. He concluded by magnifying 
eopecially the vast treasures at Susa-" Instead of fighting 
your neighbours (he concluded), Argeians, Arcadians, and 
Messenians, from whom you get hard blows and small reward, 
why do you not make yourself rulers of all Asia,2 a prize not 
less easy than lucrative?" Kleomenes replied to these seductive 
instigations by desiring him to come for an answer on the third 
day. When that day arrived, he put to him the simple 
question, how far it was from Susa to the sea? To which 
Aristagoras answered with more frankness than dexterity, that 
it was a three months' journey ; and he was proceeding to 
enlarge upon the facilities of the road when Kleomenes 
interrupted him-" Quit Sparta before sunset, Milesian 
stranger: you are no friend to the Laced::emonians, if you 
want to carry them a three months' journey from the sea." 
In spite of this peremptory mandate, Aristagoras tried a last 
resource. Taking in his hand the bough of supplication, he 
again went to the house of Kleomenes, who was sitting with 
his daughter Gorgo, a girl of eight years old. He requested 
Kleomenes to send away the child, but this was refused, and 
he was desired to proceed ; upon which he began to offer to 
the Spartan king a bribe for compliance, bidding continually 
pas>age of Apollonius Rhodius (iv. 279) with the Scholia to it, which is 
cited as evidence, appears to me unworthy of attention. 

Among the Roman Agrimensores, it was the ancient practice to engrave 
their plans, of land surveyed, upon tablets of brass, which were deposited 
in the public archives, and of which copies were made for private use, 
though the original was referred to in case of legal dispute (Siculus Flaccus 
ap. l{ei Agrari<e Scriptores, p. 16, ed. Goes: compare Giraud, Recherches 
sur le Droit de Propriete, p. II6, Aix 1838). 

1 Herodot. v. 49· lleu<vl.>s ll~ .,.";;.,." fii.<')'E is ... ~v .,.ijs ')'i1s 1reploiiov, .,.~, 
~<f>lpero ~v Trf 1rlvaK< ~VTETf'7Jf'EV7JV. 

2 Herodot. v. 49· 1r&.pexov lle .,.~s 'Acrl71s 1racr7Js lipx«v e!me'TEws, l(;>.;>.o 
7' a..lp~UEU0E ; 
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higher and higher from ten talents up to fifty. At length the 
little girl suddenly exclaimed, " Father, the stranger will 
corrupt you, if you do not at once go away." The exclamation 
so struck Kleomenes, that he broke up the interview, and 
Aristagoras forthwith quitted Sparta,l 

Doubtless Herodotus heard the account of this interview 
from Lacedremonian informants. Yet we may be permitted 
to doubt whether any such suggestions were really made, or 
any such hopes held out, as those which he places in the mouth 
of Aristagoras-suggestions and hopes which might well be 
conceived in 450-440 B.c., after a generation of victories over 
the Persians, but which have no pertinence in the year 502 B.c. 
Down even to the battle of Marathon, the name of the Medes 
was a terror .to the Greeks, and the Athenians are highly and 
justly extolled as the first who dared to look them in the face.2 

To talk about an easy march up to the treasures of Susa and 
the empire of all Asia, at the time of the Ionic revolt, would 
have been considered as a proof of insanity. Aristagoras may 
very probably have represented that the Spartans were more 
than a match for Persians in the field ; but even thus much 
would have been considered, in 502 B.c., rather as the san­
guine hope of a petitioner than as the estimate of a sober 
looker-on. 

The Milesian chief had made application to Sparta, as the 
presiding power of Hellas-a character which we thus find 
more and more recognised and passing into the habitual 
feeling of the Greeks. Fifty years previously to this, the 
Spartans had been flattered by the circumstance that Crresus 
singled them out from all other Greeks to invite as allies : now, 
they accepted such priority as a matter of course.3 

I Herodot. v. 49, so, sr. Compare Plutarch. Apophthegm. Laconic. 
p. 240. 

We may remark, both in this instance and throughout all the life and 
time of Kleomenes, that the Spartan king has the active management and 
direction of foreign affairs-subject however to trial and punishment by the 
ephors in case of misbehaviour (Herodot. vi. 82). We shall hereafter find 
the ephors gradually taking into their own hands, more and more, the 
actual management. 

2 Herodot. vi. uz. 1rpo,.rol 'I'E &v~crxov'l'o ~cr8i)Tci. 'I'E J\11)8<Khv bphwns, 
""l ll.v8pas 'l'a~-r')v ~crew .. ~vovs· 'l'~ws Be ;jv ..-o'icr< "EI\1\')cr< K«l 'I'O olivop.a TO 
M,)3wv tf>b/3os al{ovcrat. • 

3 Aristagoras says to the Spartans (v. 49)-Ta Ka-r,)Kov-ra -y&p ~ITT< -ravTa· 
'I~vwv 1ra'i~as OoVAovs flvat ltvT' lAt:v9fpwv, ~ves'Oos Ktll ltA")'DS p.f-yzu'rov p.'ev 
abTOllTl np.'iv, r.,., Be Tf.JV 1\0t'li'&V op.'iv, llcrtp 7rpOMTiaTE 'I'~S 'E>.>.&oos (Herodot. 
v. 49). In reference to the earlier incident (Herodot. i. 70)-TovTiwv n 
ifw <1VEKEII o/ ACJ.KEOCI.<p.OIIlOl Thv ITUf.'f.'CJ.X[')V l/ileavTo1 «al /i'f< Jt< 'lri£11TWII crtp€cr.s 
7rpo«pivas 'E>.Afwwv, a/p€ETo cpl>.ous (Crcesus). 
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Rejected at Sparta, Aristagoras proceeded to Athens, now 

decidedly the second power in Greece. Here he found an 
easier task, not only as it was the metropolis (or mother-city) 
of Asiatic Ionia, but also as it had already incurred the pro- · 
nounced hostility of the Persian satrap, and might look to 
be attacked as soon as the project came to suit his con­
venience, under the instigation of Hippias : whereas the 
Spartans had not only no kindred with Ionia, beyond that of 
common Hellenism, but were in no hostile relations with 
Persia, and would have been provoking a new enemy by 
meddling in the Asiatic war. The promises and representa­
tions of Aristagoras were accordingly received with great favour 
by the Athenians; who, over and above the claims of sympathy, 
had a powerful interest in sustaining the Ionic revolt as an 
indirect protection to themselves-and to whom the abstraction 
of the Ionic fleet from the Persians afforded a conspicuous and 
important relief. The Athenians at once resolved to send a 
fleet of twenty ships, under Melanthius, as an aid to the 
revolted Ionians-ships which are designated by Herodotus, 
"the beginning of the mischiefs between Greeks and barbarians" 
-as the ships in which Paris crossed the ..tEgean had before 
been called in the Iliad of Homer. Herodotus further remarks 
that it seems easier to deceive many men together than one­
since Aristagoras, after having failed with Kleomenes, thus 
imposed upon the 3o,ooo citizens of Athens.l But on this 
remark two comments suggest themselves. First, the circum­
stances of Athens and Sparta were not the same in regard to 
the Ionic quarrel,-an observation which Herodotus himself 
had made a little while before : the Athenians had a material 
interest in the quarrel, political as well as sympathetic, while 
the Spartans had none. Secondly, the ultimate result of their 
interference, as it stood in the time of Herodotus, though pur­
chased by severe intermediate hardship, was one eminently 
gainful and glorifying, not less to Athens than to Greece. 2 

When Aristagoras returned, he seems to have found the Per­
sians engaged in the siege of Miletus. The twenty Athenian 

An interval of rather more than forty years separates the two events, 
during which both the feelings of the Spartans, and the feelings of others 
towards them, had undergone a material change. , 

1 Herodot. v. 97. ?roll.ll.obs -yap ol~e• elva.< .~,..rJurepov IJ<a./3dll.ll.ew ~ l!va., 
Ei KA.Eop.~vea. 11Jv Tbv 1\.a~eeOatp.&vtov p.oVvov oinr oT6s TE l'YEvero 6ta{3ai\.fetv1 
rpiis o€ p.vp~r!.oa.s 'A817va.lwv ~,.ol11ue roiiro. 

2 Herodot. v. g8; Homer, Iliad, v. 62. The criticism of Plutarch (De 
::\Ia:ignitat. Herodot. p. 86r) on this passage, is rather more pertinent 
than the criticisms in that ill-tempered composition generally are. 

B 2 
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ships soon crossed the JEgean, and found there five Eretrian 
ships which had also come to the succour. of the Ionians; the 
Eretrians generously taking this opportunity to repay assistance 
formerly rendered to them by the Milesians in their ancient 
war with Chalkis. On the arrival of these allies, Aristagoras 
organised an expedition from Ephesus up to Sardis, under the 
command of his brother Charopinus with others. The ships 
were left at Koressus, 1 a mountain and seaport five miles from 
Ephesus, while the troops marched up under Ephesian guides, 
first along the river Kayster, next across the mountain range of 
TmOlus to Sardis. Artaphernes had not troops enough to do 
more than hold the strong citadel, so that the assailants 
possessed themselves of the town without opposition. But he 
immediately recalled his force near Miletus,2 and summoned 
Persians and Lydians from all the neighbouring districts, thus 
becoming more than a match for Charopinus ; who found him­
self moreover obliged to evacuate Sardis owing to an accidental 
conflagration. Most of the houses in that city were built in 
great part with reeds or straw, and all of them had thatched 
roofs. Hence it happened that a spark touching one of them 
set the whole city in flame. Obliged to abandon their 
dwellings by this accident, the population of the town con­
gregated in the market-place,-and as reinforcements were 
hourly crowding in, the position of the Ionians and Athenians 
became precarious. They evacuated the town, took up a 
position on Mount Tmolus, and when night came, made the 
best of their way to the sea-coast. The troops of Artaphernes 
pursued, overtook them near Ephesus, and defeated them com­
pletely. Eualkides the Eretrian general, a man of eminence 
and a celebrated victor at the solemn games, perished in the 
action, together with a considerable number of troops. After 
this unsuccessful commencement, the Athenians betook them­
seh·es to their vessels and sailed home, in spite of pressing 
instances on the part of Aristagoras to induce t)lem to stay. 
They took no further part in the struggle ; 3 a retirement at 
once so sudden and so complete, that they must probably have 

1 About Koressus, see Diodor. xiv, 99 and Xenophon. Hellen. i. 2, 7· 
2 Chari'ln of Lampsakus, and Lysanias in his history of Eretria, seem to 

have mentioned this first siege of Miletus, and the fact of its being raised 
in consequence of the expedition to Sardis: see Plutarch. de Herodot. 
Malignit. p. 86r-though the citation is given there confusedly, so that we 
cannot make much out of it. 

3 Herodot. v. 102, 103. It is a curious fact that Chari'ln of Lampsakus 
made no mention of this defeat of the united Athenian and Ionian force : 
see Plutarch. de Herodot. Malign. ut sup. 
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experienced some glaring desertion on the part of their Asiatic 
allies, similar to that which brought so much danger upon the 
Spartan general Derkyllidas, in 396 B.C. Unless such was the 
case, they seem open to censure rather for having too soon 
withdrawn their aid, than for having originally lent it.l 

The burning of a place so important as Sardis, however, 
including the temples of the local goddess Kybebe, which 
perished with the remaining buildings, produced a powerful 
effect on both sides-encouraging the revolters, as well as 
incensing the Persians. Aristagoras despatched ships along 
the coast, northward as far as Byzantium, and southward as far 
as Cyprus. The Greek cities near the Hellespont and the 
Propontis were induced, either by force or by inclination, to 
take part with him: the Karians embraced his cause waqnly; 
even the Kaunians who had not declared themselves before, 
joined him as soon as they heard of the capture of Sardis ; 
while the Greeks in Cyprus, with the single exception of the 
town of AmathCs, at once renounced the authority of Darius, 
and prepared for a strenuous contest. Onesilus of Salamis, the 
most considerable city in the island, finding the population 
willing, but his brother, the despot Gorgus, reluctant, shut the 
latter out of the gates, took the command of the united forces 
of Salamis and the other revolting cities, and laid siege to 
Amathus. These towns of Cyprus were then, and seem always 
afterwards to have continued, under the government of 
despots; who however, unlike the despots in Ionia generally, 
took part along with their subjects in the revolt against 
Persia.2 

The rebellion had now assumed a character so serious, that 
the Persians were compelled to put forth their strongest efforts 
to subdue it. From the number of different nations comprised 
in their empire, they were enabled to make use of the anti­
pathies of one against the. other ; and the old adverse feeling 
of Phenicians against Greeks was now found extremely service­
able. After a year spent in getting together forces, 3 the Phe­
nician fleet was employed to transport into Cyprus the Persian 

1 About Derkyllidas, see Xenophon, Hellen. iii. 2, 17-19. 
2 Herodot. v. 103, ro4, ro8. Compare the proceedings in Cyprus 

against Artaxent~s Mn~mon, under the energetic Evagoras of Salamis 
(Diodor. xiv. 98, xv. 2), about 386 B.C. ; most of the petty princes of the 
island became for the time his subjects, but in 351 B.C. there were nine of 
them independent (Diodor. xvi. 42), and seemingly quite as many at the 
time when Alexander besiegea Tyre (Arrian, ii. zo, 8). 

8 Heroclot. v. u6. K6,.pw• p.~v 8h, lvH:tvTiw tl\<08<pot -yevop.<vot, clliTts 
i1< IIE'/IS KaT<ii<iio6l\OJI!To. 
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general Artybius with a Kilikian and Egyptian army ; I while the 
force under Artaphernes at Sardis was so strengthened as to 
enable him to act at once against all the coast of Asia Minor, 
from the Propontis to the Triopian promontory. On the other 
side, the common danger had for the moment brought the 
Ionians into a state of union foreign to their usual habit ; so 
that we hear now, for the first and the last time, of a tolerably 
efficient Pan-Ionic authority.2 

Apprised of the coming of Artybius with the Phenician fleet, 
Onesilus and his Cyprian supporters solicited the aid of the 
Ionic fleet, which arrived shortly after the disembarkation of 
the Persian force in the island. Onesilus offered to the Ionians 
their choice, whether they would fight the Phenicians at sea or 
the Persians on land. Their natural determination was in 
favour of the sea-fight, and they engaged. with a degree of 
courage and unanimity which procured for them a brilliant 
victory; the Samians being especially distinguished.3 But the 
combat on land, carried on at the same time, took a different 
turn. Onesilus and the Salaminians brought into the field, 
after the fashion of Orientals rather than of Greeks, a number 
of scythed chariots, destined to break the enemy's ranks ; while 
on the other hand the Persian general Artybius was mounted 
on a horse, trained to rise on his hind-legs and strike out with 
his fore-legs against an opponent on foot. In the thick of the 
fight, Onesilus and his Karian shield-bearer came into personal 
conflict with this general and his horse. By previous concert, 
when the horse so reared as to get his fore-legs over the shield 
of Onesilus, the Karian with a scythe severed the legs from his 
body, while Onesilus with his own hand slew Artybius. But 
the personal bravery of the Cypriots was· rendered useless by 
treachery in their own ranks. Stesenor, despot of Kurium, 
deserted in the midst of the battle, and even the scythed 
chariots of Salamis followed his example; while the ·brave 
Onesilus, thus weakened, perished in ·the total rout of his army, 
along with Aristokyprus despot of Soli on the north coast of 
the island : this latter was son of that Philokyprus who had 
been immortalised more than sixty years before in the poems 
of Solon. No further hopes now remaining for the revolters, 
the victorious Ionian fleet returned home. Salamis relapsed 
under the sway of its former despot Gargus, while the re-

1 Herodot. vi. 6. KlA<KES Kal Al(V7rr<o<, 
2 Herodot. v. 109. 'Hf.'eas a7rE7rEf.'I/J• ro KOLVOV rwv 'lc6vwv ¢v· 

J\.&.~ovras r~v 8&.1\auuav, &c. : compare vi. 7. 
a Herodot. v. ll2. 
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maining cities in Cyprus were successively besieged and taken; 
not without a resolute defence, however, since Soli alone held 
out five months.1 

Meanwhile the principal force of Darius having been 
assembled at Sardis, Daurises, Hymeas, and other generals 
who had married daughters of the Great King, distributed 
their efforts against different parts of the western coast. Dau­
rises attacked the towns near the Hellespont 2-Abydus, Perk6te, 
Lampsakus, and Pcesus-which made little resistance. He 
was then ordered southward into Karia, while Hymeas, who 
with another division had taken Kios on the Propontis, 
marched down to the Hellespont and completed the conquest 
of the Troad as well as of the .lEo lie Greeks in the region of Ida. 
Artaphernes and Otanes attacked the Ionic and .IEolic towns 
on the coast-the former taking Klazomence,3 the latter Kyme. 

1 Herodot. v. II2-II5. It is" not uninteresting to compare, with this 
reconquest of Cyprus by the Persians, the conquest of the same island by 
the Tnrks in I 570, when they expelled from it the Venetians. See the 
narrative of that conquest (effected in the reign of Selim II. by the Seraskier 
Mustapha-Pasha), in Von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmannischen Reichs, 
book xxxvi. vol. iii. p. 578-589. Of the two principal towns, Nikosia in 
the centre of the island, and Famagusta on the north·eastern coast, the 
first, after a long siege, was taken by storm, and the inhabitants of every 
sex and age either put to death or carried into slavery ; while the second, 
after a most gallant defence, was allowed to capitulate. But the terms of 
the capitulation were violated in the most flagitious manner by the Seraskier, 
who treated the brave Venetian governor, Bragadino, with frightful cruelty, 
cutting off his nose and ears, exposing him to all sorts of insults, and 
ultimately causing him to be flayed alive. The skin of this unfortunate 
general was conveyed to Constantinople as a trophy, but in after times 
found its way to Venice. 

We read of nothing like this treatment of Bragadino in the Persian 
reconquest of Cyprus, though it was a subjugation after revolt; indeed 
nothing like it in all Persian warfare. 

Von Hammer gives a short sketch (not always very accurate as to 
ancient times) of the condition of Cyprus under its successive masters­
Persians, Grreco-Egyptians, Romans, Arabians, the dynasty of Lusignan, 
Venetians, and Turks-the last seems decidedly the worst of all. 

In reference to the above·mentioned piece of cruelty, I may mention 
that the Persian king Kambyses caused one of the royal judges (according 
to Herodotus, v. 25), who had taken a bribe to render an iniquitous judge­
ment, to be flayed alive, and his skin to be stretched upon the seat on 
which his son was placed to succeed him ; as a lesson of justice to the 
latter. A similar story is told respecting the Persian king Artaxerxes 
Mn~mon ; and what is still more remarkable, the same story is also 
recounted in the Turkish history, as an act of Mahomet II. (Von Hammer, 
Geschichte des Osmannisch. Reichs, book xvii. ; vol. ii. p. 209 ; Diodorus, 
xv. 10). Ammianus Marcellinus (xxiii. 6) had good reason to treat the 
reality of the fact as problematical. 

2 Herodot. v. II7. 8 Herodot. v. 122-124. 
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There remained Karia, which, with Miletus in its neighbour­

hood, offered a determined resistance to Daurises. Forewarned \ 
of his approach, the Karians assembled at a spot called the 
White Pillars, near the confluence of the rivers Mreander and 
Marsyas. Pixodarus, one of their chiefs, recommended the 
desperate expedient of fighting with the river at their back, so 
that all chance of flight might be cut off; but most of the 
chiefs decided in favour of a contrary policy 1-to let the 
Persians pass the river, in hopes of driving them back into it 
and thus rendering their defeat total. Victory however, after 
a sharp contest, declared in favour of Daurises, chiefly in 
consequence of his superior numbers. Two thousand Persians, 
and not less than ten thousand Karians, are said to have 
perished in the battle. The Karian fugitives, re-united after C 
the flight in the grove of noble plane-trees consecrated to Zeus 
Stratius near Labranda,2 were deliberating whether they should 
now submit to the Persians or emigrate for ever, when the 
appearance of a Milesian reinforcement restored their courage. 
A second battle was fought, and a second time they were 
defeated, the loss on this occasion falling chiefly on the 
Milesians. 8 The victorious Persians now proceeded to assault 
the Karian cities, but Herakleides of Mylasa laid an ambuscade 
for them with so much skill and good fortune, that their army 
was nearly destroyed, and Daurises with other Persian generals 
perished. This successful effort, following upon two severe 
defeats, does honour to the constancy of the Karians, upon 
whom Greek proverbs generally fasten a mean reputation. It 
saved for the time the Karian towns, which the Persians did 
not succeed in reducing until after the capture of Miletus.4 

On land, the revolters were thus everywhere worsted, though 
1 Herodot. v. n8. On the topography of this spot, as described in 

Herodotus, see a good note in Weissenborn, Beytrage zur genaueren ~ 
Erforschung der alt. Griechischen Gescbichte, p. II6, Jena 1844. 

He thinks, with much reason, that the river Marsyas here mentioned 
cannot be that which flows through Kelsenre, but another of the same name 
which flows into the Mreander from the south-west. 

9 About the village of Labranda and the temple of Zeus Stratius, see 
Strabo, xiv. p. 659. Labranda was a village in the territory of, and seven 
miles distant from, the inland town of Mylasa. It was Karian at the time 
of the Ionic revolt, but partially hellenised before the year 350 B. c. About 

. t_his latter epoch, the three rural tribes of Mylasa-constituting, along with 
,:.::th'e ci'ti:it<nS of the town, the Mylasene community-were, TapKov8apa, 
•· 'O-rwpKovl'ii4'A&.f3pavl'ia-see the Inscription in Boeckh's Collection, No. 2695, 

and in Franz{EpigraphicS Grreca, No. 73, p. 19r. In the Lydian language, 
"~&.t!P.vs _is sai1_ to have signified a hatchet (Plutarch, Qurest. Gr. c. 45, ( 
.p\·'si1t)t . -

3 Herodot .. v. n8, II9· 4 Herodot .. v. 120, 121; vi. 25. 
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at sea the Ionians still remained masters. But the unwarlike 
Aristagoras began to despair of success, and to meditate a mean 
desertion of the companions and countrymen whom he had 
himself betrayed into danger. Assembling his chief advisers, 
he represented to them the unpromising state of affairs, and 
the necessity of securing some place of refuge, in case they 
were expelled from Miletus. He then put the question to 
them, whether the island of Sardinia, or M yrkinus in Thrace 
near the Strymon (which Histi:£us had begun some time before 
to fortify, as I have mentioned in the preceding chapter), ap­
peared to them best adapted to the purpose. Among the persons 
consulted was Hekatreus the historian, who approved neither the 
one nor the other scheme, but suggested the erection of a 
fortified post in the neighbouring island of Leros; a Milesian 
colony, wherein a temporary retirement might be sought, should 
it prove impossible to hold Miletus, but which permitted an 
easy return to that city, so soon as opportunity offered.! Such 
an opinion must doubtless have been founded on the as­
sumption, that they would be able to maintain superiority at 
sea. It is important to note such confident reliance upon this 
superiority in the mind of a sagacious man, not given to 
sanguine hopes, like Hekatreus-even under circumstances 
very unprosperous on land. Emigration to Myrkinus, as pro­
posed by Aristagoras, presented no hope of refuge at all ; since 
the Persians, if they regained their authority in Asia Minor, 
would not fail again to extend it to the Strymon. Nevertheless 
the consultation ended by adopting this scheme, since probably 
no Ionians could endure the immeasurable distance of Sardini< 
as a new home. Aristagoras set sail for Myrkinus, taking with 
him all who chose to bear him company. But he perished not 
long after landing, together with nearly all his company, in the 
siege of a neighbouring Thracian town. 2 Though making pro­
fession to lay down his supreme authority at the commence­
ment of the revolt, he had still contrived to retain it in great 
measure; and on departing for Myrkinus, he devolved it on 
Pythagoras, a citizen in high esteem. It appears however that 
the Milesians, glad to get rid of a leader who had brought them 
nothing but mischief,8 paid little obedience to his successor, 
and made their government from this period popular in reality 

.. ~ Cf IVJqr, 
1 Herodot. v. 125 ; Strabo, xiv. p. 635. C::.'' .f <?. 
2 Herodot. v. 126. ~ ~ 
3 Herodot. vi. 5. 018~ M<A.fi<Tto<, I!<Tp.evo< ?uraA.A.axOlnes l<a~p<<T-ray&pew, c 

ob8ap.ws E'TOt}J.OL fO"aJI I!A.A.ov -rvpavvov OEI<E0"00.L is 'T~JI xd!prw, !§ 'TE l~. ; 

r•vuaJLEJIOL, 2 4 n n 7 ~ 
0 

~ 

1 l l'\t'( lQ~R ~ 
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as well as in profession. The desertion of Aristagoras with the 
citizens whom he carried away, must have seriously damped the 
spirits of those who remained. Nevertheless it seems that the 
cause of the Ionic revolters was quite as well conducted with­
out him. 

Not long after his departure, another despot-Histiceus of 
Miletus, his father-in-law and jointly with him the fomenter 
of the revolt-presented himself at the gates of Miletus for 
admission. The outbreak of the revolt had enabled him, as he 
had calculated, to procure leave of departure from Darius. 
That prince had been thrown into violent indignation by the 
attack and burning of Sardis, and by the general revolt of Ionia, 
headed (so the news reached him) by the Milesian Aristagoras, 
but carried into effect by the active co-operation of the 
Atheniau.s. "The Athenians (exclaimed Darius)-who are 
they?" On receiving the answer, he asked for his bow, placed 
an arrow on the string, and shot as high as he could towards 
the heavens, saying-" Grant me, Zeus, to revenge myself on 
the Athenians." He at the same time desired an attendant to 
remind him thrice every day at dinner-" Master, remember 
the Athenians : " for as to the Ionians, he felt assured that 
their hour of retribution would come speedily and easily 
enough.1 

This Homeric incident deserves notice as illustrating the 
epical handling of Herodotus. His theme is, the invasions of 
Greece by Persia : he has now arrived at the first eruption, in 
the bosom of Darius, of that passion which impelled the 
Persian forces towards Marathon and Salamis-and he marks 
the beginning of the new phase by act and word both alike 
significant. It may be compared to the libation and prayer 
addressed by Achilles in the Iliad to Zeus, at the moment 
when he is sending forth Patroklus and the Myrmidons to the 
rescue of the despairing Greeks. 

At first Darius had been inclined to ascribe the movement 
in Ionia to the secret instigation of Histiceus, whom he called 
into his presence and questioned. But the latter found means 
to satisfy him, and even to mi!ke out that no such mischief 
would have occurred, if he (Histiceus) had been at Miletus 
instead of being detained at Susa. " Send me down to the 
spot (he asseverated), and I engage not merely to quell the 
revolt and put into your hands the traitor who heads it-but 

1 Herodot. v. 105. "'.O. Zev, lwyevlueru p.o1 'A67)vctlovs -rlua<T6ctl. Com­
pare the Thracian practice of communicating with the gods by shooting 
arrows !Ji~h up into the air (Herodot. iv. 94). 
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also not to take off this tunic from my body, before I shall 
have added to your empire the great island of Sardinia." An 
expedition to Sardinia, though never realised, appears to have 
been among the favourite fancies of the Ionic Greeks of that 
day.l By such boasts and assurances he obtained his liberty, 
and went down to Sardis, promising to return as soon as he 
should have accomplished them.2 But on reaching Sardis he 
found the satrap Artaphernes better informed than the Great 
King at Susa. Though Histi<eus, when questioned as to the 
causes which had brought on the outbreak, affected nothing 
but ignorance and astonishment, Artaphernes detected his 
evasions, and said-" I will tell you how the facts stand, Histi<eus : 
it is you that have stitched this shoe, and Aristagoras has put 
it on." 3 Such a declaration promised little security to the 
suspected Milesian who heard it; and accordingly, as soon as 
night arrived, he took to flight, went down to the coast, and 
from thence passed over to Chios. Here he found himself 
seized on the opposite count, as the confidant of Darius and 
the enemy of Ionia. He was released however on proclaiming 
himself not merely a fugitive escaping from Persian custody, but 
also as the prime author of the Ionic revolt : and he further 
added, in order to increase his popularity, that Darius had 
contemplated the translation of the Ionian population to 
Phenicia, as well as that of the Phenician population to 
Ionia-to prevent which translation he (Histi<eus) had insti­
gated the revolt. This allegation, though nothing better than 
a pure fabrication, obtained for him the goodwill of the Chians, 
who carried him back to Miletus : but before he departed, he 
despatched to Sardis some letters, addressed to distinguished 
Persians, framed as if he were already in established intrigue 
with them for revolting against Darius, and intended to invite 
them to actual revolt. His messenger, Hermippus of Atarneus, 
betrayed him, and carried his letters straight to Artaphernes. 
The satrap desired that these letters might be delivered to the 
persons to whom they were addressed, but that the answers 

1 Herodot. v. 107, vi. 2. Compare the advice of Bias of Pri~n~ to the 
Ionians, when the Persian conqueror Cyrus was approaching, to found a 
Pan-Ionic colony in Sardinia (Herodot. i. 170): the idea started by Ari­
stagoras has been alluded to just above (Herodot. v. 124). 

Pausanias (iv. 23, 2) puts into the mouth of Mantiklus, son of Aristo­
menes, a recommendation to the Messenians, when conquered a second 
time by the Spartans, to migrate to Sardinia. 

2 Herodot. v. 1o6, ro7. 
s Herodot. vi. z. Olin> Tot, 'ltTTta<<, tx<~ «aTa TaiiTa Ta 'll'prrrp.aTo.· TouTo 

TO 071'601}p.a lppa>jlas J.'EV uv, 071'EO~O'a.To oe 'Ap<O'Ta.r6p1Js. · 
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sent to Histireus might be handed to himself. Such was the 
tenor of the answers, that Artaphernes was induced to seize 
and put to death several of the l'ersians around him : but 
Histireus was disappointed in his purpose of bringing about a 
revolt in the place.1 

On arriving at Miletus, Histireus found Aristagoras no longer 
present, and the citizens altogether adverse to the return of 
their old despot: nevertheless he tried to force his way by 
night into the town, but was repulsed and even wounded in 
the thigh. He returned to Chios, but the Chians refused him 
the aid of any of their ships : he next passed to Lesbos, from 
the inhabitants of which island he obtained eight triremes, and 
employed them to occupy Byzantium, pillaging and detaining 
the Ionian merchant-ships as they passed into or out of the 
Euxine.2 The few remaining piracies of this worthless traitor, 
n\.ischievous to his countrymen even down to .the day of hi~ 
death, hardly deserve our notice amidst the last struggles and 
sufferings of the subjugated Ionians, to which we are now 
hastening. 

A vast Persian force, both military and naval, was gradually 
concentrating itself near Miletus, against which city Arta­
phernes had determined to direct his principal efforts. Not 
only the whole army of Asia Minor, but also the Kilikian and 
Egyptian troops fresh from the conquest of Cyprus, and even 
the conquered Cypriots themselves, were brought up as reinforce­
ments ; while the entire Phenician fleet, no less than 6oo ships 
strong, co-operated on the coast.3 To meet such a land-force 
in the field was far beyond the strength of the Ionians, and the 
joint Pan-Ionic council resolved that the Milesians should be 
left to defend their own fortifications, while the entire force of 
the confederate cities should be mustered on board the ships. 
At sea they had as yet no reason to despair, having been 
victorious over the Phenicians near Cyprus, and having sus­
tained no defeat. The combined Ionic fleet, including the 
JEolic Lesbians, amounting in all to the number of 353 ships, 
was accordingly mustered at Lade-then a little island near 
Miletus, but now joined on to the coast, by the gradual ac­
cumulation of land in the bay at the mouth of the Mreander. 
Eighty Milesian ships formed the right wing, one hundred 
Chian ships the centre, and sixty Samian ships the left wing, 
while the space between the Milesians and the Chians was 
occupied by twelve ships from Priene, three from Myus, and 
seventeen from Te6s-the space between the Chians and 

1 Herodot, vi. z-s. 2 Herodot. vi. s-z6. 3 Herodot. vi. 6-g. 
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Samians was filled by eight ships from Erythrre, three from 
Ph6krea, and seventy from Lesbos.1 

The total armament thus made up was hardly inferior in 
number to that which, fifteen years afterwards, gained the 
battle of Salamis against a far larger Persian fleet than the 
present. Moreover the courage of the Ionians, on ship-board, 
was equal to that of their contemporaries on the other side of 
the .tEgean ; while in respect of disagreement among the allies, 
we shall hereafter find the circumstances preceding the battle 
of Salamis still more menacing than those before the coming 
battle of Lade. The chances of success therefore were at least 
equal between the two, and indeed the anticipations of the Per­
sians and Phenicians on the present occasion: were full of doubt, 
so that they thought it necessary to set on foot express means for 
disuniting the Ionians-it was fortunate for the Greeks that 
Xerxes at Salamis could not be made to conceive the prudence 
of aiming at the same object. There were now in the Persian 
camp all those various despots whom Aristagoras, at the begin­
ning of the revolt, had driven out of their respective cities. 
At the instigation of Artaphernes, each of these men despatched 
secret communications to their citizens in the allied fleet, 
endeavouring to detach them severally from the general body, 
by promises of gentle treatment in the event of compliance, 
and by threats of extreme infliction from the Persians if they 
persisted in armed efforts. Though these communications 
were sent to each without the knowledge of the rest, yet the 
answer from all was one unanimous negative.2 The con­
federates at Lade seemed more one, in heart and spirit, than 
the Athenians, Spartans and Corinthians will herea~ter prove 
to be at Salamis. 

But there was one grand difference which turned the scale­
the superior energy and ability of the Athenian leaders at 
Salamis, coupled with the fact that they were Athenians-that 
is, in command of the largest and most important contingent 
throughout the fleet. 

At Lade, unfortunately, this was quite otherwise. Each 
separate contingent had its own commander, but we hear of no 
joint commander at all. Nor were the chiefs who came from 
the larger cities-Milesian, Chian, Samian, or Lesbian-men 
like Themistokles, competent and willing to stand forward as 
self-created leaders, and to usurp for the moment, with the 
general consent and for the general benefit, a privilege not 

1 Herodot. vi. 8. 2 Herodot. vi. 9, 10. 
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intended for them. The only man of sufficient energy and for­
wardness to do this, was the Phokrean Dionysius-unfortunately 
the captain of the smallest contingent of the fleet, and there­
fore enjoying the least respect. For Phokrea, once the daring 
explorer of the western waters, had so dwindled down since 
the Persian conquest of Ionia, that she could now furnish no 
more than thr~e ships, and her ancient maritime spirit survived 
only in the bosom of her captain. When Dionysius saw the 
Ionians assembled at Lade, willing, eager, full of talk and 
mutual encouragement, but untrained and taking no thought 
of discipline, or nautical practice, or co-operation in the hour 
of battle-he saw the risk which they ran for want of these 
precautions, and strenuously remonstrated with them : "Our 
fate hangs on the razor's edge, men of Ionia: either to be free­
men or slaves,-and slaves too, caught after running away. 
Set yourself at once to work and duty. You will then have 
trouble indeed at first, with certain victory and freedom after­
wards; but if you persist in this carelessness and disorder, there 
is no hope for you to escape the king's revenge for your revolt. 
Be persuaded and commit yourself to me. I pledge myself, if 
the gods only hold an equal balance, that your enemies either 
will not fight, or will be severely beaten." 1 

The wisdom of this advice was so apparent, that the Ionians, 
quitting their comfortable tents on the shore of Lade, and 
going on board their ships, submitted themselves to the con­
tinuous nautical labours and manceuvres imposed upon them 
by Dionysius. The rowers, and the hoplites on the deck, 
were exercised in their separate functions, and even when they 
were not so employed, the ships were kept at anchor, and the 
crews on· board, instead of on shore; so that the work lasted 
all day long, under a hot summer's sun. Such labour was new 
to the Ionian crews. They endured it for seven succesive days, 
after which they broke out with one accord into resolute mutiny 
and refusal : "Which of the gods have we offended, to bring 
upon ourselves such a retribution as this? madmen as we are, 
to put ourselves into the hands of this Phokrean braggart, who 
has furnished only three ships ! 2 He has now got us and is 

1 Herodot. vi. 11. 'E1rl ~vpov ')'&.p &~<:p:ljs tx•-ra< 7}p!v -r&. wp.frypa-ra, 
livllp•s "loWES, 1) eiva< tii.Eul!€po<rn 'I) ao{/AOLIT<, I<O.l -ro{nO<ITL &s Op'l)1r<iTfJITL' vvv 
l>v iJp.€H, 1)v p.'ev {3o{/Arw8e Tail.a<wwpias hli€KE!T8a<, TO wapaxpf!p.a p.ev 1riJJ1os 
{Jp.!v (IJ"Ta<, ofo{ TE 8~ fiTeiJ"6E1 {nrep{3C!,l\l\Op.EVOL 'TOVS iVC!,VT(ovs, dVC!,L til.e66Epo<, 
&c. 

2 Herodot. vi. I2. Ol'l.,v<s, oTa &11'a8hs UvTes 1r&vwv -rowV'TwP, Tli'rpv­
pJvo• TE Tall.al?rwpiy!Ti 'TE leal i}Ell.(rp, tli.E~aV?rpOs ~WV'TOl>s T<fiJe-TfVC!, OO.<p.GVWJI 
tr(l,pa{3dvns, Tdlie &vo.?r(p.?rll.ap.<v; o'htves ?rapa<f>pov{]IJ"ati'Tes, leal i1<7rli./J!TaV'T<S 
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ruining us without remedy; many of us are already sick, many 
others are sickening. We had better make up our minds to 
Persian slavery, or any other mischiefs, rather than go on with 
these present sufferings. Come, we will not obey this man any 
longer." And they forthwith refused to execute his orders, 
resuming their tents on shore, with the enjoyments of shade, 
rest, and inactive talk, as before. 

I have not chosen to divest this instructive scene of the 
dramatic liveliness with which it is given in Herodotus-the 
more so as it has all the air of reality, and as Hekata':us the 
historiiJ.n was probably present in the island of Lade, and may 
have described what he actually saw and heard. When we see 
the intolerable hardship which these nautical manreuvres and 
labours imposed upon the Ionians, though men not unaccus­
tomed to ordinary ship-work,-and when we witness their 
perfect incapacity to submit themselves to such a discipline, 
even with extreme danger staring them in the face-we shall 
be able to appreciate the severe and unremitting toil whereby 
the Athenian seaman afterwards purchased that perfection of 
nautical discipline which characterised him at the beginning of 
the Peloponnesian war. It will appear, as we proceed with 
this history, that the full development of the Athenian demo­
cracy worked a revolution in Grecian military marine, chiefly 
by enforcing upon the citizen seaman a strict continuous train­
ing, such as was only surpassed by the Laceda':monian drill on 
land-and by thus rendering practicable a species of nautical 
manreuvring, which was unknown even at the time of the battle 
of Salamis. I shall show this more fully hereafter: at present 
I contrast it briefly with the incapacity of the Ionians at Lade, 
in order that it may be understood how painful such training 
really \Vas. The reader of Grecian history is usually taught to 
associate only ideas of turbulence and anarchy with the Athenian 
democracy. But the Athenian navy, the child and champion of 
that democracy, will be found to display an indefatigable labour 
and obedience nowhere else witnessed in Greece-of which even 
the first lessons, as in the case now before us, prove to others 
so irksome as to outweigh the prospect of extreme and immi­
nent peril. The same impatience of steady toil and discipline, 
which the Ionians displayed to their own ruin before the battle 
of Lade, will be found to characterise them fifty years after­
wards as allies of Athens, as I shall have occasion to show 
when I come to describe the Athenian empire. 

~!(; 'l'"DV voou, &.vopl <l>wKa~E &.i1.a(6vt, 7rapexop.~Vrp JIEaS Tpe!s, i1Tt'1"pei/Ja7!'TE$ 
~p.Eo.s aU-robs txop.ev, &c. 
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Ending in this abrupt and mutinous manner, the judicious 

suggestions of the Phokrean leader did more harm than good. 
Perhaps his manner of dealing may have been unadvisedly rude; 
but we are surprised to see that no one among the leaders of 
the larger contingents had the good sense to avail himself of 
the first readiness of the Ionians, and to employ his superior 
influence is securing the continuance of a good practice once 
begun. Not one such superior man did this Ionic revolt throw 
up. From the day on which the Ionians discarded Dionysius, 
their camp became a scene of disunion and mistrust. Some of 
them grew so reckless and unmanageable, that the better portion 
despaired of maintaining any orderly battle; and the Samians in 
particular now repented that they had declined the secret offers 
made to them by their expelled despot 1-JEakes son of Sylos6n. 
They sent privately to renew the negotiation, received a fresh 
promise of the same indulgence, and agreed to desert when 
the occasion arrived. On the day of battle, when the two 
fleets were on the point of coming to action, the sixty Samian 
ships all sailed off, except eleven whose captains disdained 
such treachery. Other Ionians followed their example; yet 
amidst the reciprocal crimination which Herodotus had heard, 
he finds it difficult to determine who was most to blame, 
though he names the Lesbians as among the earliest deserters.2 

The hundred ships from Chios, constituting the centre of the 
fleet-each ship carrying forty chosen soldiers fully armed 
-formed a brilliant exception to the rest. They fought with 
the greatest fidelity and resolution, inflicting upon the enemy, 
and themselves sustaining, heavy loss. Dionysius the Ph6krean 
also behaved in a manner worthy of his previous language, and 
captured with his three ships the like number of Phenicians. 
But such examples of bravery did not compensate the treachery 
or cowardice of the rest. The defeat of the Ionians at Lade 
was complete as well as irrecoverable. To the faithful Chians, 
the loss was terrible both in the battle and after it; for though 
some of their vessels escaped from the defeat safely to Chios, 
others were so damaged as to be obliged to run ashore close at 
hand on the promontory of Mykale, where the crews quitted 
them, with the intention of marching northward through the 
Ephesian territory to the continent opposite their own island. 
We hear with astonishment, that at that critical moment, the 
Ephesian women were engaged in solemnising the Thesmophoria, 
-a festival celebrated at night, in the open air, in some unin­
habited portion of the territory, and without the presence of any 

1 Herodot. vi. 13. 2 Herodot, vi. 14, 15. 
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male person. As the Chian fugitives entered the Ephesian terri­
tory by night, their coming being neither known nor anticipated 
-it was believed that they were thieves or pirates coming to seize 
the women, and under this error they were attacked by the 
Ephesians and slain.1 It would seem from this incident that 
the Ephesians had taken no part in the Ionic revolt, nor 
are they mentioned amidst the various contingents ; nor is 
anything said either of Kolophon, or Lebedus, or Er::e.2 

The Phok::ean Dionysius, perceiving that the defeat of Lade 
was the ruin of the Ionic cause, and that his native city was again 
doomed to Persian subjection, did not think it prudent even to 
return home. Immediately after the battle he set sail, not for 
Phok::ea, but for the Phenician coast, at this moment stripped of 
its protecting cruisers. He seized several Phenician merchant­
men, out of which considerable profit was obtained: then setting 
sail for Sicily, he undertook the occupation of a privateer against 
the Carthaginians and Tyrrhenians, abstaining from injury to­
wards Greeks.3 Such an employment seems then to have been 
considered perfectly admissible. A considerable body of Samians 
also migrated to Sicily, indignant at the treachery of their ad­
mirals in the battle, and yet more indignant at the approaching 
restoration of their despot LEakes. How these Samian emi­
grants became established in the Sicilian town of Zankle,4 I 
shall mention as a part of the course of Sicilian events, which 
will come hereafter. 

The victory of Lade enabled the Persians to attack Miletus 
by sea as well as by land; they prosecuted the siege with the 
utmost vigour, by undermining the walls, and by various en­
gines of attack. Their resources in this respect seem to have 
been enlarged since the days of Harpagus. In no long time 
the city was taken by storm, and miserable was the fate 
reserved to it. The adult male population was cqiefty slain; 
while such of them as were preserved, together with the women 
and children, were sent in a body to Susa to await the orders 
of Darius, who assigned to them a residence at Ampe, not far 
from the mouth of the Tigris. The temple at Branchid::e was 
burnt and pillaged, as Hekat::eus had predicted at the begin­
ning of the revolt. The large treasures therein contained must 
have gone far to defray the costs of the Persian army. The 
Milesian territory is said to have been altogether denuded of 

1 Herodot. vi. 16. 2 Thucyd. viii. 14· 
3 Herodot. vi. 17. 71.7ficr-r~s KctT€CTT~ICEE 'EJ\.J\.~vwv p.~v oMievos, Kapx7Jiiovlwv 

lie Kctl TupCT1Jvwv. 
4 Herodot. vi. 22-25. 
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its former inhabitants-the Persians retaining for themselves 
the city with the plain adjoining to it, and making over the 
mountainous portions to the Karians of Pedasa. Some few of 
the Milesians found a place among the Samian emigrants to 
Sicily.1 It is certain however that new Grecian inhabitants 
must have been subsequently admitted into Miletus; for it 
appears ever afterwards as a Grecian town, though with 
diminished power and importance. 

The capture of Miletus, in the sixth year from the com­
mencement of the revolt, 2 carried with it the rapid submission 

1 Herodot. vi. I 8, I 9, 20, 22. 
MlA1'}TOS" p.fv vvv :MtA1'}trlwv Ep-IJp.w-ro. 

2 Herodot. vi. IS. alp,oucn KaT' li.«p'1/S, ev Tcji eJCT'f' (Tel cbro T~s chrouT&.ITtos 
T~s 'AptuTa')'OpeCA>. This is almost the only distinct chronological statement 
which we find in Herodotus respecting the Ionic revolt. The other 
evidences of time in his chapters are more or less equivocal: nor is there 
sufficient testimony before us to enable us to arrange the events, between 
the commencement of the Ionic revolt and the battle of Marathon, into the 
precise years to which they belong. The battle of Marathon stands fixed for 
September 490 B.C.: the siege of Mil@tus may probably have been finished 
in 496-495 B.c., and the Ionic revolt may have begun in 502-501 B.c. 
Such are the dates which, on the whole, appear to me most probable, 
though I am far from considering them as certain. 

Chronological critics differ considerably in their arrangement of the 
events here alluded to among particular years. See Appendix No. 5, 
p. 244, in Mr. Clinton's Fasti Hellenici ; Professor Schultz, Beytrage zu 
genaueren Zeitbestimmungen von der 63n zur 72n Olympiade, p. 177-183, 
in the Kieler Philologische Studien; and Weissenborn, Beytrage zur 
genaueren Erforschung der alten Griechischen Geschichte, Jena 1844, p. 87 
seqq.: not to mention Reizand Larcher. Mr. Clinton reckons only ten years 
from the beginning of the Ionic revolt to the battle of Marathon ; which 
appears to me too short, though, on the other hand, the fourteen years 
reckoned by Larcher-much more the sixteen years reckoned by Reiz-are 
too long. Mr. Clinton compresses inconveniently the latter portion of the 
interval-that portion which elapsed between the siege of Mil@tus and 
the battle of Marathon : and the very improbable supposition to which he 
is obliged to resort-of a confusion in the language of Herodotus between 
Attic and Olympic years-indicates that he is pressing the text of the 
historian too closely, wh<::n he states "that Herodotus specifies a term of 
three years between the capture of Mill!tus and the expedition of Datis : " 
see F. H. ad ann. 499· He places the capture ofMiletus in 494 B.C.; which 
I am inclined to believe a year later-if not two years later-than the reality. 
Indeed as Mr. Clinton places the expedition of Aristagoras against Naxos 
(which was immediately before the breaking out of the revolt, since Aristagoras 
seized the Ionic despots while that fleet yet remained congregated immediately 
at the close of the expedition) in SCI B.c., and as Herodotus expressly says 
that Mil~tus was taken in the sixth year after the revolt, it would follow 
that this capture ought to belong to 495, and not to 494 B.c. I incline to 
place it either in 496 or in 495; and the Naxian expedition in so2 or SOl, 
leaning towards the earlier of the two dates : Schultz agrees with Larcher 
in placing the Naxian expedition in 504 B.c., yet he assigns the capture of 



Ionic Revolt 
of the neighbouring towns in Karia ; and during the next 
summer-the Phenician fleet having wintered at Miletus-the 
Persian forces by sea and land reconquered all the Asiatic 
Greeks, insular as well as continental.l Chios, Lesbos, and 
Tenedos-the towns in the Chersonese-Selymbria and Per­
inthus in Thrace- Prokonnesus and Artake in the Propontis­
all these towns were taken or sacked by the Persian and 
Phenician fleet. 2 The inhabitants of Byzantium and Chalked6n 
fled for the most part, without even awaiting its arrival, to 
Mesembria; while the Athenian Miltiades only escaped Persian 
captivity by a rapid flight from his abode in the Chersonese to 
Athens. His pursuers were indeed so close upon him, that 
one of his ships, with his son Metiochus on board, fell into 
their hands. As Miltiades had been strenuous in urging the 
destruction of the bridge over the Danube, on the occasion of 
the Scythian expedition, the Phenicians were particularly anxious 
to get possession of his person, as the most acceptable of all 
Greek prisoners to the Persian king; who however, when 
Metiochus the son of Miltiades was brought to Susa, not only 
did him no harm, but treated him with great kindness, and 
gave him a Persian wife with a comfortable maintenance. 3 

Far otherwise did the Persian generals deal with the re­
conquered cities on and near the coast. The threats which had 
been held out before the battle of Lade were realised to the 
full. The most beautiful Greek youths and virgins were picked 
out, to be distributed among the Persian grandees as eunuchs 
Miletus to496 B. c.-whereas Herodotus states that the last of these two events 
was in the sixth year after the revolt, which revolt immediately succeeded on 
the first of the two, within the same summer. Weissenborn places the capture 
of Miletus in 496 B.C., and the expedition to Naxos in 499-suspecting that 
the text in Herodotus-eK'TW hei:-is incorrect, and that it ought to be 
-re-r<lprrp f-ret, the fourth year (p. rz5 : compare the chronological table in his 
work, p. 222). He attempts to show that the particular incidents com­
posing the Ionic revolt, as Herodotus recounts it, cannot be made to occupy 
more than four years; but his reasoning is in my judgement unsatisfactory, 
and the conjecture inadmissible. The distinct affirmation of the historian, 
as to the entire interval between the two events, is of much more evidentiary 
value than our conjectural summing up of the details. 

It is vain, I think, to try to arrange these details according to precise 
years : this can only be done very loosely. 

1 Herodot. vi. 25. 
2 Herodot. vi. 3I-33· It may perhaps be to this burning and sacking 

of the cities in the Propontis and on the Asiatic side of the Hellespont that 
Strabo (xiii. p. 59r) makes allusion; though he ascribes the proceeding to 
a different cause-to the fear of Darius that the Scythians would cross into 
Asia to avenge themselves upon him for attacking them, and that the towns 
on the coast would furnish them with vessels for the passage. 

3 Herodot. vi. 4r. 
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or inmates of the harems. The cities, with their edifices sacred 
as well as profane, were made a prey to the flames ; and in the 
case of the islands, Herodotus even tells us that a line of Per­
sians was formed from shore to shore, which swept each 
territory from north to south, and drove the inhabitants out of 
it.1 That much of this hard treatment is well-founded, there 
can be no doubt. But it must be exaggerated as to extent of 
depopulation and destruction, for these islands and cities appear 
ever afterwards as occupied by a Grecian population, and even 
as in a tolerable, though reduced, condition. Samos was made 
an exception to the rest, and completely spared by the Persians, 
as a reward to its captains for setting the example of desertion 
at the battle of Lade; while JEakes the despot of that island 
was reinstated in his government.2 It appears that several 
other despots were reinstated at the same time in their respec­
tive cities, though we are not told which. 

Amidst the sufferings endured by so many innocent persons, 
of every age and of both sexes, the fate of Histireus excites but 
little sympathy. He was carrying on his piracies at Byzantium 
when he learnt the surrender of Miletus; he then thought it 
expedient to sail with his Lesbian vessels for Chios, where ad­
mittance was refused to him. But the Chians, weakened as 
they had been by the late battle, were in little condition to 
resist, so that he defeated their troops and despoiled the island. 
During the present break-up of the Asiatic Greeks, there were 
doubtless many who (like the PhOkrean Dionysius) did not 
choose to return home to an enslaved city, yet had no fixed 
plan for a new abode. Of these exiles, a considerable number 
put themselves under the temporary command of Histireus, and 
accompanied him to the plunder of Thasos.3 While besieging 
that town, he learnt the news that the Phenician fleet had 
quitted Miletus to attack the remaining Ionic towns. He 
therefore left his designs on Thasos unfinished, in order to go 
and defend Lesbos. But in this latter island the dearth of 
provisions was such, that he was forced to cross over to the 
continent to reap the standing corn, around Atarneus and in 
the fertile plain of Mysia near the river Kai:kus. Here he fell 
in with a considerable Persian force under Harpagus-was 
beaten, compelled to flee, and taken prisoner. On his being 
carried to Sardis, Artaphernes the satrap caused. him to be at 
once crucified : partly no doubt from genuine hatred, but 
partly also under the persuasion that if he were sent up as a 

l Herodot, vi. 31, 32, 33· 2 Herodot. vi. 25. 
a Herodot. vi. 26-zS. !l .. yc.w 'Ic!Jvoov Kctl AloA.ewv auxvo.ls. 
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prisoner to Susa, he might again become dangerous, since 
Darius would even now spare his life, under an indelible sen­
timent of gratitude for the maintenance of the bridge over the 
Danube. The head of Histi::eus was embalmed and sent up 
to Susa, where Darius caused it to be honourably buried, con­
demning this precipitate execution of a man who had once 
been his preserver.1 

We need not wonder that the capture of Miletus excited the 
strongest feeling, of mixed sympathy and consternation, among 
the Athenians. In the succeeding year (so at least we are led 
to think, though the date cannot be positively determined) it 
was selected as the subject of a tragedy-The Capture of 
Miletus-by the dramatic poet Phrynichus; which, when 
performed, so painfully wrung the feelings of the Athenian 
audience, that they burst into tears in the theatre, and the poet 
was condemned to pay a fine of one thousand drachm::e, as 
:"having recalled to them their own misfortunes." 2 The piece 
was forbidden to be afterwards acted, and has not come down 
to us. Some critics have supposed that Herodotus has not 
correctly assigned the real motive which determined the 
Athenians to impose this fine; 3 for it is certain that the sub­
jects usually selected for tragedy were portions of heroic legend, 
and not matters of recent history; so that the Athenians might 
complain of Phrynichus on the double ground-for having 
violated an established canon of propriety, as well as for touch­
ing their sensibilities too deeply. Still I see no reason for 
doubting that the cause assigned by Herodotus is substantially 
the true one. Yet it is very possible that Phrynichus, at an 
age when tragic poetry had not yet reached its full development, 
might touch this very tender subject with a rough and offensive 
hand, before a people who had fair reason to dread the like 
cruel fate for themselves. A<:schylus, in his Pers::e, would 
naturally carry with him the full tide of Athenian sympathy, 
while dwelling on the victories of Salamis and Plat::ea. But to 
interest the audience in Persian success and Grecian suffering, 
was a task in which much greater poets than Phrynichus would 
have failed-and which no judicious poet would have under­
taken. The sack of Magdeburg by Count Tilly, in the Thirty 
Years' war, was not likely to be endured as the subject of 
dramatic representation in any Protestant town of Germany. 

l Herodot. vi. 28, 29, 30. 
2 Herodot. v. 2!. ws U.vap.v~rravora olK~ia Kad: compare vii. 152; also 

Kallisthenes ap. Strabo. xiv. p. 635, and Plutarch, Pn:ecept. Reipubl. 
Gerend. p. 8r4. 3 See Welcker, Griechische Tragodien, vo!. i. p. 25. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 

FROM IONIC REVOLT TO BATTLE OF MARATHON ) 
t, 

IN the preceding chapter, I indicated the point of confluence ·t. 
between the European and Asiatic streams of Grecian history 1, 
-the commencement of a decided Persian intention to conquer 
Attica ; manifested first in the form of a threat by Artaphernes 

1
. 

the satrap, when he enjoined the Athenians to take back Hip­
pias as the only condition of safety, and afterwards converted 
into a passion in the bosom of Darius in consequence of the ' 
burning of Sardis. From this time forward, therefore, the affairs / 
of Greece and Persia come to be in direct relation one with the) 
?ther, and capable of bein~ embodied, much more than before j 
mto one contmuous narrative. ! 

The reconquest of Ionia being thoroughly completed, Arta!l 
phernes proceeded to organise the future government of it, with 
a degree of prudence and forethought not often visible in 
Persian proceedings. Convoking deputies from all the different 
cities, he compelled them to enter into a permanent convention ._ 
for the amicable settlement of disputes, so as to prevent all \ 
employment of force by any one against the others. Moreover ! 

he caused the territory of each city to be measured by para- \ 
sangs (each parasang was equal to thirty stadia, or about three ~ 
miles and a half), and arranged the assessments of tribute 
according to this measurement; without any material departure, 
however, from the sums which had been paid before the re­
volt.1 Unfortunately, Herodotus is unusually brief in his 
allusion to this proceeding, which it would have been highly 
interesting to be able to comprehend perfectly. We may how­
ever assume it as certain, that both the population and the 
territory of many among the Ionic cities, if not of all, were 
materially altered in consequence of the preceding revolt, and 
still more in consequence of the cruelties with which the sup­
pression of the revolt had been accompanied. In regard to/ 
Miletus, Herodotus tells us that the Persians retained fo 
themselves the city with its circumjacent plain, but gave th-l' 
mountain-portion of the l\1ilesian territory to the Karians o' 
Pedasa.2 Such a proceeding would naturally call for fresl 
measurement and assessment of tribute; and there may havt 
been similar transfers of land elsewhere. I have already ob-

1 Herodot. vi. 42. 2 Herodot. vi. 20. 
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served that the statements which we find in Herodotus, of utter 
depopulation and destruction falling upon the cities, cannot be 
credited in their full extent; for these cities are all peopled, 
and all Hellenic, afterwards. Yet there can be no doubt that 
they are partially true, and that the miseries of those days, as 
stated in the work of Hekatreus as well as by contemporary 
informants with whom Herodotus had probably conversed, 
must have been extreme. New inhabitants would probably be 
admitted in many of them, to supply the loss sustained ; and 
such infusion of fresh blood would strengthen the necessity 
for the organisation introduced by Artaphernes, in order to 
determine clearly the obligations due from the cities both to 
the Persian government and towards each other. Herodotus 
considers that the arrangement was extremely beneficial to the 
Ionians, and so it must unquestionably have appeared, coming 
as it did immediately after so much previous suffering. He 
:urther adds that the tribute then fixed remained unaltered 

:until his own day-a statement requiring some comment, which 
I reserve until the time arrives for describing the condition of 
the Asiatic Greeks after the repulse of Xerxes from Greece 
Proper. 

Meanwhile the intentions of Darius for the conquest of 
Greece were now effectively manifested. Mardonius, invested 
with the supreme command, and at the head of a large force, 
was sent down in the ensuing spring for the purpose. Having 
reached Kilikia in the course of the march, he himself got on 
ship-board and went by sea to Ionia, while his army marched 
across Asia Minor to the Hellespont. His proceeding in Ionia 
surprises us, and seems to have appeared surprising as well to 
Herodotus himself as to his readers. Mardonius deposed the 
despots throughout the various Greek cities; 1 leaving the 
people of each to govern themselves, subject to Persian 
dominion and tribute. This was a complete reversal of the 

1 Herodot. vi. 43· In recounting this deposition of the despots by 
Mardonius, Herodotus reasons from it as an analogy for the purpose of 
vindicating the correctness of another of his statements, which (he acquaints 
us) many persons disputed; namely, the discussion which he reports to 
have taken place among the seven conspirators, after the death of the 
:Vlagian Smerdis, whether they should establish a monarchy, an oligarchy, 
or a democracy-lvOaiJ.ra P,E'YUJTOII 6wp.a ~pEw TOt<Jt p.f} d.'ITOOEH:OP,EIIOUJ'I Twll 
'EA.A:f]VooV, ITEpuloov -ro'i<TL ~1rTCt. ,OTCJ.Jtea ryvcfJp.rJV 0.1fo5l~acr8a.,, &s Xpe0v e'f11 
0TJp.OKpa:rEea6cu nEpuas· 'TaUs ,.ap 'Tupcl.vvous -riiw 'IWll(i)V KaTa1Ta0cras 1TcfV'TOS 
b Mapo6v10s, oru.r.o~~:pa-rlas H:a-r[q-ra 's -ras 1r61uas. Such passages as this let 
us into the controversies of the time, and prove that Herodotus found many 
objectors to his story about the discussion on theories of government among 
the seven Persian conspirators (iii. So-82). 
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former policy of Persia, and must be ascribed to a new convic­
tion, doubtless wise and well-founded, which had recently 
grown up among the Persian leaders, that on the whole their 
unpopularity was aggravated more than their strength was in­
creased, by employing these despots as instruments. The 
phrenomena of the late Ionic revolt were well calculated to 
teach such a lesson ; but we shall not often find the Persians 
profiting by experience, throughout the course of this history. 

Mardonius did not remain long in Ionia, but passed on with 
his fleet to the Hellespont, where the land-force had already 
arrived. He transported it across into Europe, and began his 
march through Thrace; all of which had already been reduced 
by Megabazus, and does not seem to have participated in the 
Ionic revolt. The island of Thasus surrendered to the fleet 
without resistance, and the land-force was conveyed across the 
Strymon to the Greek city of Akanthus, on the western coast 
of the Strymonic Gulf. From hence Mardonius marched into 
Macedonia, and subdued a considerable portion of its inhabi­
tants-perhaps some of those not comprised in the dominion 
of Amyntas, since that prince had before submitted to Mega­
bazus. Meanwhile he sent his fleet to double the promontory 
of Mount Athos, and to join the land-force again at the Gulf 
of Therma, with a view of conquering as much of Greece as he 
could, and even of prosecuting the march as far as Athens and 
Eretria; 1 so that the expedition afterwards accomplished by 
Xerxes would have been tried at least by Mardonius, twelve or 
thirteen years earlier, ha~ not a terrible storm completely dis­
abled the fleet. The sea near Athos was then, and is now, 
full of peril to navigators. One of the hurricanes so frequent 
in its neighbourhood overtook the Persian fleet, destroyed three 
hundred ships, and drowned or cast ashore not less than twenty 
thousand men. Of those who reached the shore, many died of 
cold, or were devoured by the wild beasts on that inhospitable 
tongue of land. This disaster checked altogether the further 
progress of Mardonius, who also sustained considerable loss 
with his land-army, and was himself wounded, in a night attack 
made upon him by the tribe of Thracians called Brygi. 
Though strong enough to repel and avenge this attack, and to 
subdue the Brygi, he was yet in no condition to advance 
farther. Both the land-force and the fleet were conveyed back 
to the Hellespont, and from thence across to Asia, with so much 
shame of failure, that Mardonius was never again employed 
by Darius; though we cannot make out that the fault was 

l Herodot. vi. 43, 44· brop<VOV'TO a~ br! 'I'E 'Eperpta.v Ka.l 'AO~a.vs. 
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imputable to him.1 We shall hear of him again under 
Xerxes. 

The ill-success of Mardonius seems to have inspired the 
Thasians, so recently subdued, with the idea of revolting. At 
least their conduct provoked the suspicion of Darius ; for they 
made active preparations for defence, both by building war­
ships, and by strengthening their fortifications. The Thasians 
were at this time in great opulence, chiefly from gold and silver 
mines, both in their island and in their mainland territory 
opposite. The mines at Skapte Hyle in Thrace yielded to 
them an annual income of eighty talents ; their total surplus 
revenue-after defraying all the expenses of government so 
that the inhabitants were entirely untaxed-was two hundred 
talents (£46,ooo, if Attic talents ; more, if either Euboic or 
£gin::ean). With such large means, they were enabled soon 
to make preparations which excited notice among their neigh­
bours ; many of whom were doubtless jealous of their prosperity, 
and perhaps inclined to dispute with them possession of the 
profitable mines of Skapte H yle. As in other cases, so in this : 
the jealousies among subject neighbours often procured revela­
tions to the superior power. The proceedings of the Thasians 
were made known, and they were forced to raze their fortifica­
tiom a"' we\l a"' to smrender all theit ships to the Persians at 
Abdera. 2 

Though dissatisfied with Mardonius, Darius was only the 
more eagerly bent on his project of conquering Greece. Hip­
pias was at his side to keep alive his wrath against the 
Athenians. 3 Orders were despatched to the maritime cities 
)f his empire to equip both ships of war and horse-transports 

' for a renewed attempt. His intentions were probably kno~n 
in Greece itself by this time, from the recent march of his 
army to Macedonia. Nevertheless he now thought it advisable 

1 to send heralds round to most of the Grecian cities, in order 
to require from each the formal token of submission-earth 
and water ; and thus to ascertain what extent of resistance his 
projected expedition was likely to experience. The answers 
received were to a high degree favourable. Many of the con­
tinental Greeks sent their submission, as well as all those 
islanders to whom application was made. · Among the former 

1 Herodot. vi. 44-94. Charon of Lampsakus had noticed the storm near 
Mount Athos, and the destruction of the fleet of Mardonius (Ch:tronis 
Fragment. 3, ed. Didot ; Athenre. ix. p. 394). 

2 Herodot. vi. 46-48. See a similar case of disclosure arising from 
'ealousy between Tenedos and Lesbos (Thucyd. iii. 2). 

a Herodot. vi. 94· 
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we are probably to reckon the Thebans and Thessalians, 
though Herodotus does not particularis<;: them. Among the 
latter Naxos, Eubc:ea, and some of the smaller islands, are not 
included; but JEgina, at that time the first maritime power of 
Greece, is expressly included.1 

Nothing marks so clearly the imminent peril in which the 
liberties of Greece were now placed, and the terror inspired 
by the Persians after their reconquest of Ionia, as this abase­
ment on the part of the J.Eginetans, whose commerce with the 
Asiatic islands and continent doubtless impressed them 
strongly with the melancholy consequences of unsuccessful 
resistance to the Great King. But on the present occasion 
their conduct was dictated as much by antipathy to Athens as 
by fear, so that Greece was thus threatened with the intrusion 
of the Persian· arm as ally and arbiter in her internal contests 
-a contingency which, if it had occurred now in the dispute 
between .iEgina and Athens, would have led to the certain 
enslavement of Greece, though when it did occur nearly a 
century afterwards, towards the close of the Peloponnesian war 
and in consequence of the prolonged struggle between Lace­
d<emon and Athens, Greece had become strong enough in 
her own force to endure it without the loss of substantial 
independence. 

The war between Thebes and .iEgina on one side, and 
Athens on the other-begun several years before, and growing 
out of the connexion between Athens and Platrea-had never 
yet been terminated. The .iEginetans had taken part in that 
war from gratuitous feeling, either of friendship for Thebes or 
of enmity to Athens, without any direct ground of quarrel, 2 ' 

and they had begun the war even without the formality of 
notice. Though a period apparently not less than fourteen 
years (from about 506-492 B.C.) had elapsed, the state of 
hostility still continued ; and we may readily conceive that 
Hippias, the great instigator of Persian attack upon Greece, 
would not fail to enforce upon all the enemies of Athens the 
prudence of seconding, or at least of not opposing, the efforts 
of the Persian to reinstate him in that city. It was partly 
under this feeling, combined with genuine alarm, that both 

1 H erodot. vi. 48, 49, viii. 46. 
2 Herodot. v. 81-89. See vol. iv. chapter xxxi. The legendary story 

there given as the provocation of JEgina to the war is evidently not to be 
treated as a real and historical cause of war : a state of quarrel causes all 
such stories to be raked up, and some probably to be invented. It is like 
the old alleged quarrel between the Athenians and the Pelasgi of Lemnos 
(vi. 137-140). 
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Thebes and .£gina manifested submissive dispositions towards 
the heralds of Darius. 

Among these heralds, some had gone both to Athens and to 
Sparta, for the same purpose of demanding earth and water. 
The reception given to them at both places was angry in the 
extreme. The Athenians cast the herald into the pit called 
the Barathrum,1 into which they sometimes precipitated public 
criminals : the Spartans threw the herald who came to them 
into a well, desiring the unfortunate messenger to take earth 
and water from thence to the king. The inviolability of heralds 
was so ancient and undisputed in Greece, from the Homeric 
times downward, that nothing short of the fiercest excitement 
could have instigated any Grecian community to such an out­
rage. But to the Laced::emonians, now accustomed to regard 
themselves as the first of all Grecian states, and to be addressed 
always in the character of superiors, the demand appeared so 
gross an insult as to banish from their minds for the time all 
recollection of established obligations. They came subse­
quently, however, to repent of the act as highly criminal, and 
to look upon it as the cause of misfortunes which overtook 
them thirty or forty years afterwards. How they tried at that 
time to expiate it, I shall hereafter recount.2 

1 It is to this treatment of the herald that the story in Plutarch's Life of 
Themistokles must allude, if that story indeed be true, for the Persian 
king was not likely to send a second herald, after such treatment of the 
firsf. An interpreter accompanied the herald, speaking Greek as well as 
his own native language. Themistoklt~s proposed and carried a vote that he 
should be put to deatll for having employed the Greek language as medium 
for barbaric dictation. (Plutarch, Themist. c. 6.) We should be glad to 
know from whom Plutarch copied this story. 

Pausanias states that i~ was Miltiades who proposed the putting to death 
of the heralds at Athens (iii. 12, 6) ; and that the divine judgement fell 
upon his family in consequence of it. From whom Pausanias copied this 
statement I do not know : certainly not from Herodotus, who does not 
mention Miltiades in the case, and expressly says that he does not know in 
what manner the divine judgement overtook the Athenians for the crime­
" except (says he) thjl': their city and country was afterwards laid waste by 
Xerxes ; but I do not think that this happened on account of the outrage 
on the heralds" (Herodot. vii. 133). 

The belief that there must have been a divine judgement of some sort or 
other, presented a strong stimulus to invent or twist some historical fact to 
correspond with it. Herodotus has sufficient regard for truth to resist this 
stimulus and to confess his ignorance; a circumstance which goes, along 
w1th others, to strengthen our confidence in his general authority. His 
silence weakens the credibility, but does not refute the allegation, of 
Paus:mias with regard to Miltiades-which is certainly not intrinsically 
improbable .. 

2 Herodot. vii. 133· 
VOL ~ C 
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But if, on the one hand, the wounded dignity of the Spartans 

hurried them into the commission of this wrong, it was on the 
other hand of signal use to the general liberties of Greece, by 
rousing them out of their apathy as to the coming invader, and 
placing them with regard to him in the same state of inexpiable 
hostility as Athens and Eretria. We see at once the bonds 
drawn closer between Athens and Sparta. The Athenians, for 
the first time, prefer a complaint at Sparta against the .h:gine­
tans for having given earth and water to Darius-accusing them 
of having done this with views of enmity to Athens, and in 
order to invade Attica conjointly with the Persian. This they 
represented "as treason to Hellas," calling upon Sparta, as 
head of Greece, to interfere. In consequence of their -appeal, 
Kleomenes king of Sparta went over to ..-£gina, to take measures 
against the authors of the late proceeding, "for the general 
benefit of Hellas." I 

The proceeding now before us is of very great importance 
in the progress of Grecian history. - It is the first direct and 
positive historical manifestation of Hellas a~ an aggregate body, 
with Sparta as its chief, and obligations of a certain sort on the 
part of its members, the neglect or violation of which consti­
tutes a species of treason. I have already pointed out several 
earlier incidents, showing how the Greek political mind, be­
ginning from entire severance of states, became gradually 
prepared for this idea of a permanent league with mutual 
obligations and power of enforcement vested in a permanent 
chief-an idea never fully carried into practice, but now dis­
tinctly manifest and partially operative. First, the great 
acquired power and territory of Sparta, her military training, 
her undisturbed political traditions, create an unconscious 
deference towards her such as was not felt towards any other 
state. Next, she is seen (in the proceedings against Athens 
after the expulsion of Hippias) as summoning and conducting 
to war a cluster of self-obliged Peloponnesian allies, with cer­
tain formalities which give to the alliance an imposing 
permanence and solemnity. Thirdly, her position becomes 

1 Herodot. vi. 49· llot-hO'atrt a~ O'<j>t (Al'YtV.f)Tats) TavTa, l8~ws 'A87JVaLOI 
;,-"tdaro, OOFcEOVTES l,-) trc/J[O", lxonas Tovs Ai'YII--Itras OEOWKEJ-'al ( '1'7i" ical 
~Owp)l Ws lip.a. 'Tcp pEpu~ E7rl G'cpEas rrrpaT,e{H.JJYTU.t. Ked liu~-tEVOl -n:_poq>&?"tos 
E71"El\.a.{3oVTO' <j>OlTEOVTES TE ~S T1)V ::e7rapT'I)V, KaT'I)')'Op<oV TWV At'Yl· 
V'I)T€wv ,-(, 7rE7rot.f)KotEv, 7rpoo&v,-es ,-1)v 'El\.l\.ciaa. Compare viii. 
144, ix. 7· ,-1)v 'El\.l\.alla lletvoJ-' 7I"OlEVf.t<Pot 7rpo/5ovvat-a new and 
very important phrase. 

vi. 61. ToTE lie ,-ov Kl\.<op.~v<a, UvTa ?v ry Al')'lvp, Kal Kotvd. Tfj 
'El\.l\.ao• O.'Ya8Cx. 7rpoO'<p'Ya(&p.uov, &c. 



Ionic Revolt to Battle of Marathon 35 
recognised as first power or president of Greece, both by 
foreigners who invite alliance (Crresus) or by Greeks who seek 
help, such as the Platreans against Thebes or the Ionians 
against Persia. But Sparta has not been hitherto found willing 
to take on herself the performance of this duty of Protector 
general. She refused the Ionians and the Samian Mreandrius, 
as well as the Platreans, in spite of their entreaties founded on 
common Hellenic lineage : the expedition which she undertook 
against Polykrates of Samos was founded upon private motives 
for displeasure, even in the estimation of the Lacedremonians 
themselves : moreover, even if all these requests had been 
granted, she might have seemed to be rather obeying a gener­
ous sympathy than performing a duty incumbent upon her as 
superior. But in the case now before us, of Athens against 
iEgina, the latter consideration stands distinctly prominent. 
Athens is not a member of the cluster of Spartan allies, nor 
does she claim the compassion of Sparta, as defenceless against 
an overpowering Grecian neighbour. She complains of a Pan­
Hellenic obligation as having been contravened by the JEgine­
tans to her detriment and danger, and calls upon Sparta to 
enforce upon the delinquents respect to these obligations. For 
the first time in Grecian history, such a call is made; for the 
first time in Grecian history, it is effectively answered. We 
may well doubt whether it would have been thus answered­
considering the tardy, unimpressible, and home-keeping, char­
acter of the Spartans, with their general insensibility to distant 
dangers 1-if the adventure of the Persian herald had not 
occurred to gall their pride beyond endurance-to drive them 
into unpardonable hostility with the Great King-and to cast 
them into the same hoat with Athens for keeping off an enemy 
who threatened the common liberties of Hellas. 

r From this time, then, we may consider that there exists a 
recognised political union of Greece against the Persian 2-or 
at least something as near to a .political union as Grecian 
temper will permit-with Sparta as its head for the present. 
To such a pre-eminence of Sparta, Grecian history had been 
gradually tending. But the final event which placed it beyond 
dispute, and which humbled for the time her ancient and only 
rival-Argos-is now to he noticed. 

It was about three or four years before the arrival of these 
Persian heralds in Greece, and nearly at the time when Miletus 

1 Thucyd. i. 7o-rr8. li.oJ<vot 1rpos Vf<Cis (i.e. the Spartans) fLEA.Arrr?zs J<al 
' l1.1ro57)f'7)Tal 1rpbs ~vl57)fLOTihous. 

2 Herodot. vii. 145-148. Ol uuvwfL6Ta< 'EM~vwv ~1rl 'TrfJ Il~pup. 
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was besieged by the Persian generals, that a war broke out 
between Sparta and Argos 1-on what grounds Herodotus does 
not inform us. Kleomenes, encouraged by a promise of the 
oracle that he should take Argos, led the Laced::emonian troops 
to the banks of the Erasinus, the border river of the Argeian 
territory. But the sacrifices, without which no river could be 
crossed, were so unfavourable, that he altered his course, ex­
torted some vessels from h:gina and Sikyon,2 and carried his 
troops by sea to Nauplia, the seaport belonging to Argos, and 
to the territory of Tiryns. The Argeians having marched their 
forces down to resist him, the two armies joined battle at 
Sepeia near Tiryns. Kleomenes, by a piece of simplicity on 
the part of his enemies which we find it difficult to credit in 
Herodotus, was enabled to attack them unprepared, and ob­
tained a decisive victory. For the Argeians (the historian 
states) were so afraid of being over-reached by stratagem, in 
the post which their army occupied over against the enemy, 
that they listened for the commands proclaimed aloud by the 
Laced::emonian herald, and performed with their own army the 
same order which they thus heard given. This came to the 
knowledge of Kleomenes, who communicated private notice to 
his soldiers, that when the herald proclaimed orders to go to 
dinner, they should not obey, but immediately stand to their 
arms. We are to presume that the Argeian camp was suffi­
ciently near to that of the Laced::emonians to enable them to 
hear the voice of the herald-yet not within sight, from the 
nature of the ground. Accordingly, so soon as the Argeians 
heard the herald in the enemy's camp proclaim the word to go 
to dinner,3 they went to dinner themselves. In this disorderly 

1 That which marks the siege of Miletus, and the defeat of the Argeian 
by Kleomenes, as contemporaneous, or nearly so, is-the common oracula1 
dictum delivered in reference to both : in the same prophecy of the Pythia 
one half alludes to the sufferings of Miletus, the other half to those of Argo• 
(Herodot. vi. 19-77). 

Xpewpevoun -yd.p 'Ap-yeloun tv aell.cpo!(J'L 7TEpl (J'WT'I1Pi1)s -rijs 7Td}\.LOS -rij 
tnperlprts, oro {l-tv b abroh nbs 'Ap-yelovs </J;pov, T~fll li€ 7rapev1JiiK'f/P lXP'ltT' 
~s Mtll.7)crious. 

I consider this evidence of date to be better than the statement of 
Pausanias. That author places the enterprise against Argos immediately 
(a.v-rlKa-Paus. iii. 4, 1) after the accession of Kleomenes, who, as he was 
king when Mreandrius came from Samos (Herodot. iii. 148), must have 
come to the throne not later than 518 or 51] B.C. This would be thirty­
seven years prior to 480 B. c. ; a date much too early for the war between 
Kleomenes and the Argeians, as we may see by Herodotus (vii. 149). 

2 Herodot. vi. 92. · 
8 Herodot. vi. 78; compare Xenophon, Rep. Laced. xii. 6. Order' 

for evolutions in the field, in the Lacedremonian military service, were n• 
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condition they were attacked and overthrown by the Spartans. 
Many of them perished in the field, while the fugitives took 
refuge in a thick grove consecrated to their eponymous hero 
Argus. Kleomenes, having enclosed them therein, yet think­
ing it safer to employ deceit rather than force, ascertained from 
deserters the names of the chief Argeians thus shut up, and 
then invited them out successively by means of a herald-pre­
tending that he had received their ransom, and that they were 
released. As fast as each man came out, he was put to death; 
the fate of these unhappy sufferers being concealed from their 
comrades within the grove by the thickness of the foliage, until 
some one climbing to the top of a tree detected and proclaimed 
the destruction going on-after about fifty of the victims had 
perished. Unable to entice any more of the Argeians from 
their consecrated refuge, which they still vainly hoped would 
protect them-Kleomenes set fire to the grove and burnt it to 
the ground. The persons within it appear to have been de­
stroyed either by fire or by sword.1 After the conflagration 
had begun, he inquired for the first time to whom the grove 
belonged, and learnt that it belonged to the hero Argus. 
Not less than six thousand citizens, the flower and strength of 
Argos, perished in this disastrous battle and retreat. So com­
pletely was the city prostrated, that Kleomenes might easily 
have taken it, had he chosen to march thither forthwith and 
attack it with vigour. If we are to believe later historians 
whom Pausanias, Poly::enus, and Plutarch had copied, he did 
march thither and attack it, but was repulsed by the valour of 
the Argeian women ; who, in the dearth of warriors occasioned 
by the recent defeat, took arms along with the slaves, headed 
by the poetess Telesilla, and gallantly defended the wal!s.2 
This is probably a mythe, generated by a desire to embody 
in detail the dictum of the oracle a little before, about " the 

proclaimed by the herald, but transmitted through the various gradations 
of officers (Thucyd. v. 66). 

1 Herodot. vi. 79, So. 
2 Pausan. ii. 20, 7 ; Polyren. viii. 33 ; Plutarch, De Virtut. Mulier. p. 

245 ; Suidas, v. Teli.,O'tll.ll.a. 
Plutarch cites the historian Sokrates of Argos for this story about 

Telesilla ; an historian, or perhaps composer of a 7rep<~"'f'YJ"!S 'Apf'ovs, of 
unknown date: compare Diugen. Laert. ii. 5, 47, and Plutarch, Qurestion, 
Romaic. p. 27o-277· According to his representation, Kleomenes and 
Demaratus jointly assaulted the town of Argos, and Demaratus, after 
having penetrated into the town and become master of the Pamphyliakon, 
was driven out again by the women. Now Herodotus informs us that 
r<:Jeomenes and Demaratus were never employed upon the same expedition, 
rter the disagreement in their march to Attica (T. 75. vi. 64). 
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female conquering the male." 1 Without meaning to deny that 
the Argeian women might have been capable of achieving so 
patriotic a deed, if Kleomenes had actually marched to the l 
attack of their city-we are compelled by the distinct statement 
of Herodotus to affirm that he never did attack it. Immediately 
after the burning of the sacred grove of Argos, he dismissed 
the bulk of his army to Sparta, retaining only one thousand J 
choice troops-with whom he marched up to the Her::eum, or ' 
great temple of Here, between Argos and Myken::e, to offer 
sacrifice. The priest in attendance forbade him to enter, 
saying that no stranger was allowed to offer sacrifice in the 1 

temple. But Kleomenes had once already forced his way into { 
the sanctuary of Athene on the Athenian acropolis, in spite of 
the priestess and her interdict-and he now acted still more ; 
brutally towards the Argeian priest, for he directed his helots to ) 
drag him from the altar and scourge him. Having offered · 
sacrifice, Kleomenes returned with his remaining force to ~ 
Sparta.

2 

' But the army whom he had sent home returned with a full 
persuasion that Argos might easily have been taken-that the 
king alone was to blame for having missed the opportunity. } 
As soon as he himself returned, his enemies (perhaps his col- ) 
league Demaratus) brought him to trial before the ephors on a , 
charge of having been bribed, against which he defended him- ~ 
self as follows. He had invaded the hostile territory on the ' 
faith of an assurance from the oracle that he should take Argos; 
but so soon as he had burnt down the sacred grove of the 
hero Argus (without knowing to whom it belonged), he became 
at once sensible that this was all that the god meant by taking 
Argos, and therefore that the divine promise had been fully 
realised. Accordingly, he did not think himself at liberty to 
commence any fresh attack, until he had ascertained whethe 

1 the gods would approve it and would grant him success. I~ 
was with this view that he sacrificed in the Her::eum. There,: 
though his sacrifice was favourable, he observed that the flame1, 

kindled on the altar flashed back from the bosom of the statue) 

1 Herodot. vi. 77· 
'AM• 0-rav .q O~A..eto. Tbv O.pr:n:vo. vtK.l]craua. 
'E~eA&.crn, tw.l ~eVOos Ev 'Apytdotuw O.p7J-ro.r., &c. 

If this prophecy can be said to have any distinct meaning, it probably 
refers to H~re, as protectress of Argos, repulsing the Spartans. 1 

Pausanias (ii. 20, 7) might reasonably doubt whether Herodotus under 
stood this oracle in the same sense as he did : it is plain that Herodotu 
could not have so understood it. 

2 Herodot. vi. 8o, 81 : compare v. 72. ;. 



Ionic Revolt to Battle of Marathon 39 
of Here, and not from her head. If the flame had flashed 
from her head, he would have known at once that the gods 
intended him to take the city by storm; 1 but the flash from 
her bosom plainly indicated that the topmost success was out 
of his reach, and that he had already reaped all the glories 
which they intended for him. We may see that Herodotus, 
though he refrains from criticising this story, suspects it to be 
a fabrication. Not so the Spartan ephors. To them it ap­
peared not less true as a story than triumphant as a defence, 
ensuring to Kleomenes an honourable acquittaJ.2 

Though this Spartan king lost the opportunity of taking 
Argos, his victories already gained had inflicted upon her a 
blow such as she did not recover for a generation, putting her 
for a time out of all condition to dispute the primacy of Greece 
with Lacedremon. I have already mentioned that both in 
legend and in earliest history, Argos stands forth as the first 
power in Greece, with legendary claims to headship, and 
decidedly above Lacedremon; who gradually usurps from her, 
first the reality of superior power, next the recognition of pre­
eminence-and is now, at the period which we have reached, 
taking upon herself both the rights and the duties of a presiding 
state over a body of allies who are bound both to her and to 
each other. Her title to this honour, however, was never 
admitted at Argos, and it is very probable that the war just 

1 Herodot. vi. 82 . .Z p.~v -yap l1< Tf)s ICE<J>a;l.f)s Tou 1.-yri;>..p.aros l~€;>..ap.'f•, 
alpEetv b.v KaT' ifKp71S T1}v 1r6Atv' EK TWv 0€ lTTTJ8Ewv Ad.p.if;av-ros, 1riiv ol 
.,.. • .,.a,f)·uea, 3uov o eeos i]Ge;>..e, 

For the expression a!p<••v /CaT' ll.Kp71s, compare Herodot. vi. zr and 
Damm. Lex. Homer. v. ifKpos. In this expression as generally used, the 
last words KaT' ll.Kp71s have lost their primitive and special sense, and do 
little more than intensify the simple alp€e<v-equivalent to something like 
"de fond en comble :" for Kleomenes is accused by his enemies-<J>rip.evo£ 
)J.LV awpoOoK~Ua.JITa, olnc EAEftP TO" Ap-yos, 7rape0v (dnreTEoos f.UV Ei\.eiv. But in 
the story recounted by Kleomenes, the words /CaT' ll.Kp71s come back to their 
primitive meaning, and serve as the foundation for his religious inference, 
from type to thing typified : if the light had shone from the head or top 
of the statue, this would have intimated that the gods meant him to take 
the city "from top to bottom." 

In regard to this very illustrative story-which there seems no reason for 
mistrusting-the contrast between the point of view of Herodotus and that 
of the Spartan ephors deserves notice. Herodotus, while he affirms dis­
tinctly that it was the real story told by Kleomenes, suspects its truth, and 
utters as much of scepticism as his pious fear will permit him : the ephors 
find it in complete harmony both with their canon of belief and with their 
religious fee]ing-IU<Op.EV'IIS 8E 0"</Jl ~;l.e~E, oii'TE El 'feuOOp.<vos O~TE El a;1.719Ea 
;1.[-ywv, ~XW uarf>'IIVEWS El?rat' (;\.<~€ o' ifJJI. • • • TauTa o~ AE'fWP, 11"lO"'TCl TE Kal 
ol!C&Ta eii61!EE ::ii7Tapn~'Tj10"t AE'fEtJI, Kal &7r€cpu-ye 11"0Mbv roils OlWICOJITU.S. 

2 Compare Pausanias, ii. zo, 8. 
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described grew in some way or other out of the increasing pre­
sidential power which circumstances were tending to throw into 
her hands. Now the complete temporary prostration of Argos 
was one essential condition to the quiet acquisition of this 
power by Sparta. Occurring as it did two or three years before 
the above-recounted adventure of the heralds, it removed the 
only rival at that time both willing and able to compete with 
Sparta--a rival who might well have prevented any effective 
union under another chief, though she could no longer have 
secured any Pan-Hellenic ascendency for herself-a rival who 
would have seconded £gina in her submission to the Persians, 
and would thus have lamed incurably the defensive force of 
Greece. The ships which Kleomenes had obtained from the 
h:ginetans as well as from the Sikyonians, against their own 
will, for landing his troops at Nauplia, brought upon both these 
cities the enmity of Argos, which the Sikyonians compromised 
by paying a sum of money, while the h:ginetans refused to do 
so.l The circumstances of the Kleomenic war had thus the 
effect not only of enfeebling Argos, but of alienating her from 
her natural allies and supporters, and clearing the ground for 
undisputed Spartan primacy. 

Returning now to the complaint preferred by Athens to the 
Spartans against the traitorous submission of £gina to Darius, 
we find that king Kleomenes passed immediately over to that 
island for the purpose of inquiry and punishment. He was 
proceeding to seize and carry away as prisoners several of the 
leading .tEginetans, when Krius and some others among them 
opposed to him a menacing resistance, telling him that he came 
without any regular warrant from Sparta and under the influence 
of Athenian bribes-that in order to carry authority, both the 
Spartan kings ought to come together. It was not of their own 
accord that the h:ginetans ventured to adopt so dangerous a 
course. Demaratus, the colleague of Kleomenes in the junior 
or Prokleid line of kings, had suggested to them the step and 
promised to carry them through it safely.2 Dissension between 
the two co-ordinate kings was no new phrenomenon at Sparta. 
But in the case of Demaratus and Kleomenes, it had broken out 
some years previously on the occasion of the march against 
Attica. Hence Demaratus, hating his colleague more than 
ever, entered into the present intrigue with the h:ginetans with 
the deliberate purpose of frustrating his intervention. He 

1 Herodot. vi. 92. 
2 Herodot. vi. 50. Kp'ios-(M-y• 8~ ravTa ,1~ br1<rroX.7js -r7)s I11JfLap~rov. 

Compare Pausan. iii. 4, 3· 
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succeeded, so that Kleomenes was compelled to return to 
Sparta; not without unequivocal menace against Krius and the 
other JEginetans who had repelled him,1 and not without a 
thorough determination to depose Demaratus. 

It appears that suspicions had always attached to the legit­
imacy of Demaratus's birth. His reputed father Aristo, having 
had no offspring by two successive wives, at last became en­
amoured of the wife of his friend Agetus-a woman of surpass­
ing beauty-and entrapped him into an agreement, whereby each 
solemnly bound himself to surrender anything belonging to him 
which the other might ask for. That which Agetus asked from 
Aristo was at once given. In return, the latter demanded to 
have the wife of Agetus, who was thunderstruck at the request 
and indignantly complained of having been cheated into a sacra­
free of all others the most painful : nevertheless the oath was 
peremptory, and he was forced to comply. The birth of Demar­
atus took place so soon after this change of husbands, that when 
it was first made known to Aristo, as he sat upon a bench along 
with the ephors, he counted on his fingers the number of months 
since his marriage, and exclaimed with an oath-" The child 
cannot be mine." He soon however retracted his opinion, and 
acknowledged the child, who grew up without any question being 
publicly raised as to his birth, and succeeded his father on 
the throne. But the original words of Aristo had never been 
forgotten, and private suspicions were still cherished that 
Demaratus was really the son of his mother's first husband.2 

Of these suspicions Kleomenes now resolved to avail him­
self, exciting Leotychides, the next heir in the Prokleid line of 
kings, to impugn publicly the legitimacy of Demaratus-en­
gaging to second him with all his influence as next in order for the 
crown-and exacting in return a promise that he would support 
the intervention against JEgina. Leotychides was animated 
not merely by ambition, but also by private enmity against De­
maratus, who had disappointed him of his intended bride. He 
warmly entered into the scheme, arraigned Demaratus as no true 
Herakleid, and produced evidence to prove the original doubts 
expressed by Aristo. A serious dispute was thus raised at 
Sparta, wherein Kleomenes, espousing the pretensions of Leoty­
chides, recommended that the question as to the legitimacy of 
Demaratus should be decided by reference to the Delphian 
oracle. Through the influence of Kobon, a powerful native of 

1 Herodot. vi. so-6r, 64. A1)p.&.p•rros-cp66vrp Kal g_")']l xpewp.evos. 
2 Herodot. vi. 6r, 6z, 63. 
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Delphi, he procured from the Pythian priestess an answer pro­
nouncing that Demaratus was not the son of Aristo.1 Leoty­
chides thus became king of the Prokleid line, while Demaratus 
descended into a private station, and was elected at the ensuing 
solemnity of the Gymnopxdia to an official function. The new 
king, unable to repress a burst of triumphant spite, sent an 
attendant to ask him in the public theatre, how he felt as an 
officer having once been a king. Stung with this insult, De­
maratus replied that he himself had tried them both, and that 
Leotychides might in time come to try them both also : the 
question (he added) shall bear its fruit-great evil, or great 
good, to Sparta. So saying he covered his face and retired 
home from the theatre-offered a solemn farewell sacrifice at 
!he altar of Zeus Herkeios, and solemnly adjured his mother to 
declare to him who his real father was-then at once quitted 
Sparta for Elis, under pretence of going to consult the Delphian 
oracle.2 

Demaratus was well known to be a high-spirited and ambitious 
man-noted, among other things, as the only Lacedxmonian 
king down to the time of Herodotus who had ever gained a 
chariot victory at Olympia. Hence Kleomenes and Leoty­
chides became alarmed at the mischief which he might do 
them in exile. By the law of Sparta, no Herakleid was allowed 
to establish his residence out of the country, on pain of death. 
This marks the sentiment of the Laceda>monians, and Dema­
ratus was not the less likely to give trouble because they had 
pronounced him illegitimate.3 Accordingly they sent in pur­
suit of him, and seized him in the island of Zakynthus. But 
the Zakynthians would not consent to surrender him, so that he 
passed unobstructed into Asia, where he presented himself to 

1 Herodot. vi. 65, 66. In an analogous case afterwards, where the 
succession was disputed between Agesilaus the brother, and Leotychid~s 
the reputed son, of the deceased king Agis, the Lacedremonians appear to 
have taken upon themselves to pronounce Leotychides illegitimate ; or 
rather to assume tacitly such illegitimacy by choosing Agesilaus in prefer­
ence, without the aid of the oracle (Xenophon, Hellen. iii. 3, 1-4 ; 
Plutarch, Agesilaus, c. 3). The previous oracle from Delphi, however, 
cpvJI.cf.~a<JiJCt.L T!)V XWA~V {3a<JLAE[av, WaS cited On the OCCasion, and the 
question was, in what manner it should be interpreted. 

2 Herodot. vi. 68, 69. The answer made by the mother to this appeal 
-informing Demaratus that he is the son either of King Aristo, or of the 
hero Astrobakus-is extremely interesting as an evidence of Grecian 
manners and feeling. 

3 Plutarch, Agis, c. II. KC!.T~ B'h TLYa vop.ov 71"<tAaLPV, tJs obi{ i~ Thv 'Hpa· 
l(}l.e{S1}V lK ')'WCt.<Khs 0.JI.JI.o3a71"i)S TEI<VOV<J0at, Thv S' 0.7re]\.I/OYT<I. Tijs "i.7rcl.p-r1}s i71"L 
p.eTOLKLITp.rf 1rp0t ~Tepovs 0.7ro8vfiiTKEIJI KEAeUeL. 
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Darius, and was received with abundant favours and presents.1 

We shall hereafter find him the companion of Xerxes, giving 
to that monarch advice such as, if it had been acted upon, 
would have proved the ruin of Grecian independence ; to which 
however he would have been even more dangerous, if he had 
remained at home as king of Sparta. 

Meanwhile Kleomenes, having obtained a consentient colleague 
in Leotychides, went with him over to JEgina, eager to revenge 
himself for the affront which had been put upon him. To the 
requisition and presence of the two kings jointly, the JEginetans 
did not dare to oppose any resistance. Kleomenes made 
choice of ten citizens eminent for wealth, station, and influence, 
among whom were Krius and another person named Kasambus, 
the two most powerful men in the island. Conveying them 
away to Athens, he deposited them as hostages in the hands of 
the Athenians. 2 

It was in this state that the affairs of Athens and of .Greece 
generally were found by the Persian armament which landed at 
:VIarathon, the progress of which we are now about to follow. 
And the events just recounted were of material importance, 
considered in their interdict bearing upon the success of that 
armament. Sparta had now, on the invitation of Athens, as­
sumed to herself for the first time a formal Pan-Hellenic primacy, 
her ancient rival Argos being too much broken to contest it­
her two kings, at this juncture unanimous, employ their pre­
siding interference in coercing JEgina, and placing JEginetan 
hostages in the hands of Athens. The JEginetans would not 
have been U:Qwilling to purchase victory over a neighbour and 
rival at the cost of submission to Persia, and it was the Spartan 
interference only which restrained them from assailing Athens 
conjointly with the Persian invaders ; thus leaving the hands of 
the Athenians free, and their courage undiminished, for the 
coming trial. 

::vieanwhile a vast Persian force, brought together in conse 
quence of the preparation made during the last two years in 
every part of the empire, had assembled in the Alei:an plain of 
Kilikia near the sea. A fleet of six hundred armed triremes, 
together with many transports both for men and horses, was 
brought hither for their embarkation : the troops were put on 
board and sailed along the coast to Samos in Ionia. The Ionic 
and JEolic Greeks constituted an important part of this arma­
ment, while the Athenian exile Hippias was on board as guide 
and auxiliary in the attack of Attica. The generals were Datis, 

1 He~odot. vi. 70. 2 Herodot. vi. 73· 
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a Median l-and Artaphernes, son of the satrap of Sardis so 
named, and nephew of Darius. We may remark that Datis is 
the first person of Median lineage who is mentioned as ap­
pointed to high command after the accession of Darius, which 
had been preceded and marked, as I have noticed in a former 
chapter, by an outbreak of hostile nationality between the 
Medes and Persians. Their instructions were, generally, to re­
duce to subjection and tribute all such Greeks as had not 
already given earth and water. But Darius directed them most 
particularly to conquer Eretria and Athens, and to bring the 
inhabitants as slaves into his presence. 2 These orders were 
literally meant, and probably neither the generals nor the 
soldiers of this vast armament doubted that they would be 
literally executed ; and that before the end of the year, the 
wives, or rather the widows, of men like Themistokles and 
Aristeides would be seen among a mournful train of Athenian 
prisoners on the road from Sardis to Susa, thus accomplish­
ing the wish expressed by queen Atossa at the instance of 
Demokedes. 

The recent terrific storm near Mount Athos deterred the 
Persians from following the example of Mardonius, and taking 
their course by the Hellespont and Thrace. It was resolved 
to strike straight across the JEgean 3 (the mode of attack which 
intelligent Greeks like Themistokles most feared, even after the 
repulse of Xerxes) from Samos to Eubcea, attacking the inter­
mediate islands in the way. Among those islands was Naxos, 
which ten years before had stood a long siege, and gallantly re­
pelled the Persian Megabates with the Milesian Aristagoras. 
It was one of the main objects of Datis to efface this stain on the 
Persian arms and to take a signal revenge on the Naxians. 4 

Crossing from Samos to Naxos, he landed his army on the 
'island, which he found an easier prize than he had expected. 
The terrified citizens, abandoning their town, fled with their 
families to the highest summits of their mountains ; while the 

1 Herodot. vi. 94· Ll.a-rlv -re, ~6v-ra: Mijoov "(eros, &c. 
Cornelius Nepos (Life of Pausanias, c. r) calls Mardonius a Mede; 

which cannot be true, since he was the son of Gobryas, one of the seven 
Persian conspirators (Herodot. vi. 43). 

2 Herodot. vi. 94· ~VTHA.&.!J-evos o€ li.rrbrewrre, e~a:vllpc:rrooiua:v-ras 'Epe-rpu:w 
Kai 2 A91]vas, ~:yew Eccw-rrfJ ~s ~lfw trC. &vBpcbro8a. 

According to the Menexenus of Plato (c. 17, p. 245), Darius ordered 
Datis to fulfil this order on peril of his own head : no such harshness 
apyears in Herodotus. 

Thucyd. i. 93· 
4 Herodot. vi. 95, 96. ~rrl 'Tct~'T1JV (Naxos) "ft.p llh rrp~-r1Jv €rreixov u-rpa:­

-rebMIJa:t ol nepua:z, W!J-V1Jp.evot 'TOJV rrp6-repov. 
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Persians, seizing as slaves a few who had been dilatory in flight, 
burnt the undefended town with its edifices sacred and profane. 

Immense indeed was the difference in Grecian sentiment 
towards the Persians created by the terror-striking reconquest 
of Ionia, and by the exhibition of a large Phenician fleet in the 
h:gean. The strength of Naxos was the same now as it had 
been before the Ionic revolt, and the successful resistance then 
made might have been supposed likely to nerve the courage of 
its inhabitants. Yet such is the fear now inspired by a Persian 
armament, that the eight thousand Naxian hoplites abandon 
their towns and their gods without striking a blow, 1 and think 
of nothing but personal safety for themselves and their families. 
A sad augury for Athens and Eretria ! 

From Naxos Datis despatched his fleet round the other 
Cyclades islands, requiring from each, hostages for fidelity and 
a contingent to increase his army. With the sacred island of 
Delos, however, he dealt tenderly and respectfully. The 

~lians had fled before his approach to Tenos, but Datis sent 
1erald to invite them back again, promised to preserve their 
rsons and property inviolate, and proclaimed that he had re-

express orders from the Great King to reverence the 
in which Apollo and Artemis were born. His acts corre­
~d with this language; for the fleet was not allowed to 
the island, and he himself, landing with only a few at­
tts, offered a magnificent sacrifice at the altar. As a 
lOrtion of his armament consisted of Ionic Greeks, such 
meed respect to the island of Delos may probably be 
~d to the desire of satisfying their religious feelings ; for 

··~·r days cf early freedom, this island had been the scene 
.heir solemn periodical festivals, as I have already more than 
ce remarked. 
Pursuing his course without resistance along the islands, and 

demanding reinforcements as well as hostages from each, Datis 
at length touched the southernmost portion of Eubcea-the 
town of Karystus and its territory. 2 The Karystians at first re: 
fused either to give hostages or to furnish reinforcements against 
their friends and neighbours. But they were speedily com­
pelled to submission by the aggressive devastation of the in­
vaders. This was the first taste of resistance which Datis had 
yet experienced ; and the facility with which it was overcome 

1 The historians of N axos affirmed that Datis had been repulsed from 
the island. We find this statement in Plutarch, De Malign. Herodot. c. 
36, p. 869, among his violent and unfounded contradictions of Herodotus. 

2 Herodot. vi. 99· 
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gave him a promising omen as to his success against Eretrial 
whither he soon arrived. 

The destination of the armament was flO secret to the in­
habitants of this fated city, among whom consternation, aggra­
vated by intestine differences, was the reigning sentiment. 
They made application to Athens for aid, which was readily 
and conveniently afforded to them by means of those four 
thousand kleruchs or out-citizens whom the Athenians had 
planted sixteen years before in the neighbouring territory of 
Chalkis. Notwithstanding such reinforcement, however, many 
of them despaired of defending the city, and thought only of 
seeking shelter on the unassailable summits of the island, as 
the more numerous and powerful Naxians had already done 
before them; while another party, treacherously seeking their 
own profit out of the public calamity, lay in wait for an oppor­
tunity of betraying the city to the Persians.1 Though a public 
resolution was taken to defend the city, yet so manifest was the 
absence of that stoutness of heart which could alone avail to 
save it, that a leading Eretrian named .cEschines was no 
ashamed to forewarn the four thousand Athenian allies of t 
corning treason, and urge them to save themselves before it ' 
too late. They followed his advice and passed over to A 
by way of Oro pus; while the Persians disembarked their tr 
and even their horses, in expectation that the Eretrians 
come out and fight, at Tamyme and other places in the ter 
As the Eretrians did not come out, they proceeded to lay 
to the city, and for some days met with a brave resistanc ~ 
that the loss on both sides was considerable. At length tw 
the leading citizens, Euphorbus and Philagrus, with others, 
trayed Eretria to the besiegers ; its temples were burnt, and 1 

inhabitants dragged into slavery.2 It is impossible to credit th 
exaggerated statement of Plato, which is applied by him to the 
Persians at Eretria as it had been before applied by Herodotus 

1 Herodot. vi. 100. T&v ~€ 'Ep<rpdwv 0v lfpa oM<v {Jy,h {3ovli.Evp.a, o2 
p.e-rnrl:p:rrovTo p.Ev ,A67]valovs, ~<f>p6veov 8€ 8upacrla.s lB~as· ol p.Ev 70.p ab-r~wv 
~{3ovll.dJOVTO 4Kll.!1reiv 'rfJV 7r0ALV ~. rC. lfKpa 'Ti)S Ev{3ol'l)s, lfMoL OE avTEWV tliLa 
KEpO<a npoiTOEKOfJEVOL 7rapC. 'TOU nt!p<TEW o(<TE<r8ac 7rpo1Jo<Tl'I)V ~iTKEvcf.(ov'TO. 

Allusion to this treason among the Eretrians is to be found in a saying 
of Themistokli!s (Plutafch, Themist. c. II). 

The story told by Htlrakleidtls Ponticus (ap. Athenre. xii. p. 536), of an 
earlier Persian armament which had assailed Eretria and failed, cannot be 
at all understood ; it rather looks like a my the to explain the origin of the· 
great wealth possessed by the family of Kallias at Athens-the ll.a!<d-
7rll.ov'Tos. There is another story, having the same explanatory object, in 
Plutarch, Aristeid~s, c. 5· 

2 Herodot. vi. 101, 102. 
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to the Persians at Chios and Samos-that they swept the 
territory clean of inhabitants by joining hands and forming a 
line across its whole breadth.! Evidently this is an idea, illus­
trating the possible effects of numbers and ruinous conquest, 
which has been woven into the tissue of historical statements, 
like so many other illustrative ideas in the writings of Greek 
authors. That a large proportion of the inhabitants were 
carried away as prisoners, there can be no doubt. But the 
traitors who betrayed the town were spared and rewarded by the 
Persians,2 and we see plainly that either some of the inhabitants 
must have been left, or new settlers introduced, when we 
find the Eretrians reckoned ten years afterwards among the 
opponents of Xerxes. 

Datis had thus accomplished with little or no resistance one 
of the two express objects commanded by Darius, and his army 
were elated with the confident hope of soon completing the 
other. After halting a few days at Eretria, and depositing in 
•'-e neighbouring islet of LEgilia the prisoners recently captured, 

~ re-embarked his army to cross over to Attica, and landed in 
e memorable bay of Marathon on the eastern coast-the spot 
llr.·- -_ted by the despot Hippias, who now landed along with 

~rsians, twenty years after his expulsion from the govern­
Forty-seven years had elapsed since he had made as a 

man this same passage, from Eretria to Marathon, in 
:1ction with his father Peisistratus, on the occasion of the 
j restoration of the latter. On that previous occasion, 
rce accompanying the father had been immeasurably in­
to that which now seconded the son. Yet it had been 
amply sufficient to carry him in triumph to Athens, with 

~ble opposition from citizens alike irresolute and disunited. 
1 Plato, Legg. iii. p. 698, and Menexen. c. w, p. 240; Diogen. Laert. 

iii. 33 ; Herodot. vi. 31 : compare Strabo, x. p. 446, who ascribes to 
Herodotus the statement of Plato about the <Ta.-y1,vEV17« of Eretria. Plato 
says nothing about the betrayal of the city. 

It is to be remarked, that in the passage of the Treatise de Legibus, 
Plato mentions this story (about the Persians having swept the territory of 
Eretria clean of its inhabitants) with some doubt as to its truth, and as if it 
were a rumour intentionally circulated by Datis with a view to frighten 
the Athenians. But in the Menexenus, the story is given as if it were an 
authent:c historical fact. 

2 Plutarch, De Garrnlitate, c. 15, p. 510. The descendants of Gongylus 
the Eretrian, who passed over to the Persians on this occasion, are found 
nearly a century afterwards in possession of a town and district in M ysia 
which the Persian king had bestowed upon their ancestor. Herodotu~ 
does not mention Gongylus (Xenoph. Hellen. iii. I, 6). 

This surrender to the Persians drew upon the Eretrians bitter remarks 
at the time of the battle of Salamis (Plutarch, Themistokli!s, c. rr). 
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And the march of Hippias from Marathon to Athens would 
now have been equally easy, as it was doubtless conceived to 
be by himself, both in his waking hopes and in the dream _ 
which Herodotus mentions-had not the Athenians whom he 
found been men radically different from those whom he had 
left. 

To that great renewal of the Athenian character, under the 
democratical institutions which had subsisted since the dis­
possession of Hippias, I have already pointed attention in 
a former chapter. The modifications introduced by Klei­
sthenes in the constitution had now existed eighteen or nineteen 
years, without any attempt to overthrow them by violence. 
The Ten Tribes, each with its constituent demes, had be­
come a part of the established habits of the country ; the 
citizens had become accustomed to exercise a genuine and 
self-determined decision, in their assemblies political as well as 
judicial ; while even the senate of Areopagus, renovated by the 
nine annual archons successively chosen who passed into it 
after their year of office, had also become identified in feeling 
with the constitution of Kleisthenes. Individual citizens dou 
less remained, partisans in secret, and perhaps corresponde 
of Hippias. But the mass of citizens, in every scale of 
could look upon his return with nothing but terror and aver~ 
With what degree of newly-acquired energy the democr 
Athenians could act in defence of their country and institut 
has already been related in a former chapter. But unfortu 
we possess few particulars of Athenian history, during th 
cade preceding 490 B.c., nor can we follow in detail the wor 
of the government. The new form, however, which Athen 
politics had assumed becomes partially manifest when we o 
serve the three leaders who stand prominent at this importan 
epoch-Miltiades, Themistokles, and Aristeides. 

The first of the three had returned to Athens three or four 
years before the approach of Datis, after six or seven years' 
absence in the Chersonesus of Thrace, whither he had been 
originally sent by Hippias about the year 5 q-5 r 6 B.c., to in­
herit the property as well as the supremacy of his uncle the 
cekist Miltiades. As despot of the Chersonese, and as one of 
the subjects of Persia, he had been among the Ionians who ac­
companied Darius to the Danube in his Scythian expedition. 
He had been the author of that memorable recommendation 
which Histireus and the other despots did not think it their in­
terest to follow-of destroying the bridge and leaving the Persian I, 
king to perish. Subsequently he had been unable to remain 
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permanently in the Chersonese, for reasons which have before 
been noticed ; but he seems to have occupied it during the 
period of the Ionic revolt.1 What part he took in that revolt, 
we do not know. He availed himself, however, of the period 
while the Persian satraps were employed in suppressing it, and 
deprived of the mastery of the sea, to expel, in conjunction with 
forces from Athens, both the Persian garrison and the Pelasgic 
inhabitants from the islands of Lemnos and Imbros. But the 
extinction of the Ionic revolt threatened him with ruin. When 
the Phenician fleet, in the summer following the capture of 
Miletus, made its conquering appearance in the Hellespont, 
he was forced to escape rapidly to Athens with his immediate 
friends and property, and with a small squadron of five ships. 
One of these ships, commanded by his son Metiochus, was 
actually captured between the Chersonese and Imbros ; and 
the Phenicians were most eager to capture Miltiades himself, 2 

inasmuch as he was personally odious to Darius from his 
strenuous recommendation to destroy the bridge over the 
Danube. On arriving at Athens, after his escape from the 
Phenician fleet, he was brought to trial before the judicial popu­
lar assembly for alleged misgovernment in the Chersonese, or 
for what Herodotus calls "his despotism" there exercised. a 
Probably the Athenian citizens settled in that peninsula may 
have had good reason to complain of him,-the more so as he 
had carried out with him the maxims of government prevalent 
at Athens under the Peisistratids, and had in his pay a body 
of Thracian mercenaries. However the people at Athens 
honourably acquitted him, probably in part from the reputation 
which he had obtained as conqueror of Lemnos ; 4 and he was 
one of the ten annually elected generals of the republic, during 
the year ~f this Persian expedition-chosen at the beginning of 
the Attic year, shortly after the summer solstice, at a time when 
Datis and Hippias had actually sailed, and were known to be 
approaching. 

The character of Miltiades is one of great bravery and decision 
-qualities pre-eminently useful to his country on the present 

1 The chapter of Herodotus (vi. 40) relating to the adventures of 
Miltiad@s is extremely perplexing, as I have already remarked in a former 
note: and Wesseling considers that it involves chronological difficulties 
which our present MSS. do not enable us to dear up. Neither Schweig­
hauser, nor the explanation cited in Bahr's note, is satisfactory. 

2 Herodot. vi. 43-104. 3 Herodot. vi. 39-104. 
4 Herodot. vi. 132. Mt;l..·ncl.ons, Kal 'lrplrr•pov •ilooKtp.lwv-i. e. before the 

battle of Marathon. How much his reputation had been heightened by 
the conquest of Lemnos, see Herodot. vi. 136. 
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crisis, and the more useful as he was under the strongest motive 
to put them forth, from the personal hostility of Darius towards 
him. Yet he does not peculiarly belong to the democracy of 
Kleisthenes, like his younger contemporaries Themistokles and 
Aristeides. The two latter are specimens of a class of men new 
at Athens since the expulsion of Hippias, and contrasting 
forcibly with Peisistratus, Lykurgus, and Megakles, the political 
leaders of the preceding generation. Themistokles and Ari­
steides, different as they were in disposition, agree in being 
politicians of the democratical stamp, exercising ascendency by 
and through the people-devoting their time to the discharge 
of public duties, and to the frequent discussions in the politi­
cal and judicial meetings of the people-manifesting those 
combined powers of action, comprehension, and persuasive 
speech, which gradually accustomed the citizens to look to 
them as advisers as well as leaders-but always subject to 
criticism and accusation from unfriendly rivals, and exercising 
such rivalry towards each other with an asperity constantly in­
creasing. Instead of Attica disunited and torn into armed 
factions, as it had been forty years before-the Diakrii under 
one man, and the Parali and Pedieis under others-we have 
now Attica one and indivisible; regimented into a body of 
orderly hearers in the Pnyx, appointing and holding to ac­
countability the magistrates, and open to be addressed by 
Themistokles, Aristeides, or any other citizen who can engage 
their attention. 

Neither Themistokles nor Aristeides could boast a lineage 
of gods and heroes, like the JEakid Miltiades.l Both were of 
middling station and circumstances. Aristeides, son of Lysi­
machus, was on both sides of pure Athenian blood ; but the 
wife of Neokles, father of Themistokles, was a foreign woman 
of Thrace or of Karia : and such an alliance is the less sur­
prising, since Themistokles must have been born during the 
dynasty of the Peisistratids, when the status of an Athenian 
citizen had not yet acquired its political value. There was a 
marked contrast between these two eminent men-those points 
which stood most conspicuous in thf! one being comparatively 
deficient in the other. In the description of Themistokles, 
which we have the advantage of finding briefly sketched by 
Thucydides, the circumstance most emphatically brought out 
is, his immense force of spontaneous invention and apprehen­
sion, without any previous aid either from teaching or gradual 

1 Herodot. vi. 35· 
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practice. The might of unassisted nature 1 was never so 
strikingly exhibited as in him. He conceived the complica­
tions of a present embarrassment, and divined the chances of 
a mysterious future, with equal sagacity and equal quickness. 
The right expedient seemed to flash upon his mind extempore, 
even in the most perplexing contingencies, without the least 
necessity for premeditation. He was not less distinguished for 
daring and resource in action : when engaged on any joint 
affairs, his superior competence marked him out as the leader 
for others to follow, and no business, however foreign to his 
experience, ever took him by surprise, or came wholly amiss to 
him. Such is the remarkable picture which Thucydides draws 
of a countryman whose death nearly coincided in time with 
his own birth. The untutored readiness and universality of 
Themistokles probably formed in his mind a contrast to the 
more elaborate discipline, and careful preliminary study, with 
which the statesmen of his own day-and Perikles especially, 
the greatest of them-approached the consideration and dis­
cussion of public affairs. Themistokles had received no 
teaching from philosophers, sophists and rhetors, who were 
the instructors of well-born youth in the days of Thucydides, 
and whom Aristophanes, the contemporary of the latter, so 
unmercifully derides-treating such instruction as worse than 
nothing, and extolling, in comparison with it, the unlettered 
courage, with mere gymnastic accomplishments, of the victors 
at Marathon.2 There is no evidence in the mind of Thucydides 
of any such undue contempt towards his own age. The same 
terms of contrast are tacitly present to his mind, but he seems 
to treat the great capacity of Themistokles as the more a 
matter of wonder, since it sprung up without that preliminary 
cultivation which had gone to the making of Perikles. 

The general character given by Plutarch, 3 though many of 

1 Thucyd. i. 138. ;jv -y¢.p 0 0ep.tt1TOICATJS fle{latOTaTa oij cp6rrews luxvv 
01JAWrras Kal Ota<J>epOVTWS Tt ES au'tb p.aA.A.ov ETEpwvlf~tOS 8avp.d.uat" oliCda 
j'b.p U'vvEuel. ~eal o~TE wpop.afJ®v ~s aVr~v oUO~v ol1r~ E7rtp.a8~v, 'TW~ 
TE 1Tapaxp'iJp.a ot' eA.axlurns fJovA.'iJs Kpd.-rt<TTOS -yvwp.wv, Kal TO)I/ f'EAAOli'TWll E?rl 
1rA.e'i<TTOV 'TOV 7"'1J<TOfLEliOV lfpt<TTOS elKa<TT~S- Kal & f'fll p.e-r¢. x<ipas lxot, Kal 
E~'ll'~rrarr8at oT&s .,.. · G!v o€ lf1retpos <11), ~<pi vat IKav&s ou1< ih~A.A.awro. To TE 

lip.etl!Oll 'f) x•<pov Ell T<ji &.<J>aliEt (.,., 7rpOEWpa p.ri."AI<TTa. H:al -rb ~Vp.?rall d?rEtll, 
</>P<TEWS fLEv ovl!d.fLEt fLEAET'IS Of !3paXVT?ITI, 1<p&.-rtt1TOS 0~ otl'toS 
aVTouxEOLd(etv T¢ OEov'Ta E-y~vero. 

2 See the contrast of the old and new education, as set forth in Aristo 
phanes, N ubes, 957-1003; also Ranre, 1067. 

About the training of Themistokl~s, compared with that of the contempo­
raries of Perikles, see also Plutarch, Themistokl. c. 2. 

3 Plutarch, Themistokl~s, c. 3, 4, 5; Cornelius Nepos, Themist. c. I, 
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his anecdotes are both trifling and apocryphal, is quite con­
sistent with the brief sketch just cited from Thucydides. 
Themistokles had an unbounded passion-not merely for 
glory, insomuch that the laurels of Miltiades acquired at 
Marathon deprived him of rest-but also for display of every 
kind. He was eager to vie with men richer than himself in 
showy exhibition-one great source, though not the only 
source, of popularity at Athens-nor was he at all scrupulous 
in procuring the means of doing so. Besides being assiduous 
in attendance at the Ekklesia and the Dikastery, he knew most 
of the citizens by name, and was always ready with advice to 
them in their private affairs. Moreover he possessed all the 
tactics of an expert party-man in conciliating political friends 
and in defeating political enemies. And though he was in the 
early part of his life sincerely bent upon the upholding and 
aggrandisement of his country, and was on some most critical 
occasions of unspeakable value to it, yet on the whole his 
morality was as reckless as his intelligence was eminent. He 
will be found grossly corrupt in the exercise of power, and 
employing tortuous means, sometimes indeed for ends in 
themselves honourable and patriotic, but sometimes also 
merely for enriching himself. He ended a glorious life by 
years of. deep disgrace, with the forfeiture of all Hellenic 
esteem and brotherhood-a rich man, an exile, a traitor, and 
a pensioner of the Great King, pledged to undo his own previous 
work of liberation accomplished at the victory of Salamis. 

Of Aristeides we possess unfortunately no description from 
the hand of Thucydides. Yet his character is so simple and 
consistent, that we may safely accept the brief but unqualified 
encomium of Herodotus and Plato, expanded as it is in the 
biography of Plutarch and Cornelius Nepos,1 however little 
the details of the latter can be trusted. Aristeides was inferior 
to Themistokles in resource, quickness, flexibility, and power 
of coping with difficulties ; but incomparably superior to him, 
as well as to other rivals and contemporaries, in integrity public 
as well as private; inaccessible to pecuniary temptations as 
well as to other seductive influences, and deserving as well as 
enjoying the highest measure of personal confidence. He is 
described as the peculiar friend of Kleisthenes, the first founder 
of the democracy 2-as pursuing a straight and single-handed 

1 Herodot. viii. 79 ; Plato, Gorgias, c. 172. li.pur'Tov li.vlipa lv 'A6~vpcn 
Kal ourau5Ta'Tov. 

2 Plutarch (Aristeid~s, c. 1-4; Themistokles, c. 3; An Seni sit gerenda 
respublica, c. 12, p. 790; Prrecepta Reip. Gerend. c. ii. p. 805). 
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course in political life, with no solicitude for party-ties, and 
with little care either to conciliate friends or to offend enemies 
-as unflinching in the exposure of corrupt practices, by 
whomsoever committed or upheld-as earning for himself the 
lofty surname of the Just, not less by his judicial decisions in 
the capacity of archon, than by his equity in private arbitrations 
and even his candour in political dispute-and as manifesting, 
throughout a long public life full of tempting opportunities, an 
uprightness without flaw and beyond all suspicion, recognised 
equally by his bitter contemporary the poet Timokreon 1 and 
by the allies of Athens upon whom he first assessed the tribute. 
Few of the leading men in any part of Greece were without 
some taint on their reputation, deserved or undeserved, in 
regard to pecuniary probity. But whoever became notoriously 
recognised as possessing this vital quality, acquired by means 
of it a firmer hold on the public esteem than even eminent 
talents could confer. Thucydides ranks conspicuous probity 
among the first of the many ascendant qualities possessed by 
Perikles; 2 while Nikias, equal to him in this respect, though 
immeasurably inferior in every other, owed to it a still larger 
proportion of that exaggerated confidence which the Athenian 
people continued so long to repose in him. The abilities of 
Aristeides-though apparently adequate to every occasion on 
which he was engaged, and only inferior when we compare him 
with so remarkable a man as Themistokles-were put in the 
shade by this incorruptible probity; which procured for him, 
however, along with the general esteem, no inconsiderable 
amount of private enmity from jobbers whom he exposed, and 
even some jealousy from persons who heard it proclaimed with 
offensive ostentation. We are told that a rustic and unlettered 
citizen gave his ostracising vote and expressed his dislike 
against Aristeides,3 on the simple ground that he was tired of 
hearing him always called the Just. Now the purity of the 
most honourable man will not bear to be so boastfully talked 
of as if he were the only honourable man in the country. 
The less it is obtruded, the more deeply and cordially will it 
be felt: and the story just alluded to, whether true or false, 
illustrates that natural reaction of feeling produced by absurd 
encomiasts, or perhaps by insidious enemies under the mask of 
encomiasts, who trumpeted forth Aristeides as The Just man 
of Attica, so as to wound the legitimate dignity of every one 
else. Neither indiscreet friends nor artful enemies, however, 

1 Timokreon ap. Plutarch. Themistokles, c. 21. 
2 Thucyd. ii. 65. 3 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 7· 
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could rob him of the lasting esteem of his countrymen; which 
he enjoyed, though with intervals of their displeasure, to the 
end of his life. He was ostracised during a part of the period 
between the battles of Marathon and Salamis, at a time when 
the rivalry between him and Themistokles was so violent that 
both could not remain at Athens without peril; but the dangers 
of Athens during the invasion of Xerxes brought him back 
before the ten years of exile were expired. His fortune, 
originally very moderate, was still further diminished during 
the course of his life, so that he died very poor, and the state 
was obliged to lend aid to his children. 

Such were the characters of Themistokles and Aristeides, 
the two earliest leaders thrown up by the Athenian democracy. 
Half a century before, Themistokles would have been an active 
partisan in the faction of the Parali or the Pedieis, while 
Aristeides would probably have remained an unnoticed citizen. 
At the present period of Athenian history, the characters 
of soldier, magistrate, and orator, were intimately blended 
together in a citizen who stood forward for eminence, though 
they tended more and more to divide themselves during the 
ensuing century and a half. Aristeides and Miltiades were 
both elected among the ten generals, each for his respective 
tribe, in the year of the expedition of Datis across the JEgean, 
and probably even after that expedition was known to be on 
its voyage. Moreover we are led to suspect from a passage in 
Plutarch, that Themistokles also was general of his tribe on the 
same occasion,1 though this is doubtful; but it is certain that 
he fought at Marathon. The ten generals had jointly the 
command of the army, each of them taking his tum to exercise 
it for a day. In addition to the ten, the third archon or 
polemarch was considered as eleventh in the military council. 
The polemarch of this year was Kallimachus of Aphidn;e.2 

Such were the chiefs of the military force, and to a great 
degree the administrators of foreign affairs, at the time when 
the four thousand Athenian kleruchs or settlers planted in 
Eubcea-escaping from Eretria, now invested by the Persians 
-brought word to their countrymen at home that the fall of 
that city was impending. It was obvious that the Persian host 
would proceed from Eretria forthwith against Athens. A few 
days afterwards Hippias disembarked them at Marathon. 

Of the feeling which now prevailed at Athens we have no 
details. But doubtless the alarm was hardly inferior to that 
which had been felt at Eretria. Opinions were not unanimous 

1 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 5· 2 Herodot. vi. 109, I ro. 
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as to the proper steps to be taken, n'or were suspicions of 
treason wanting. Pheidippides the courier was sent to Sparta 
immediately to solicit assistance; and such was his prodigious 
activity, that he performed this journey of 150 miles, on foot, 
in 48 hours. I Revealing to the ephors that Eretria was already 
enslaved, he entreated their assistance to avert the same fate 
from Athens, the most ancient city in Greece. The Spartan 
authorities readily promised their aid, but unfortunately it was 
now the ninth day of the moon. Ancient law or custom for­
bade them to march, in this month at least, during the last 
quarter before the full moon; but after the full, they engaged 
to march without delay. Five days' delay at this critical 
moment might prove the utter ruin of the endangered city ; 
yet the reason assigned seems to have been no pretence on 
the part of the Spartans. It was mere blind tenacity of 
ancient habit, which we shall find to abate, though never to 
disappear, as we advance in their history.2 Indeed their delay 
in marching to rescue Attica from Mardonius, eleven years 
afterwards, at the imminent hazard of alienating Athens and 
ruining the Hellenic cause, marks the same selfish dulness. 
But the reason now given certainly looked very like a pretence, 
so that the Athenians could indulge no certain assurance that 
the Spartan troops would start even when the full moon 
arrived. 

In )his respect the answer brought by Pheidippides was 
mischievous, as it tended to increase that uncertainty and 
indecision which already prevailed among the ten generals, as 
to the proper steps for meeting the invaders. Partly, perhaps, 
in reliance on this expected Spartan help, five out of the ten 
generals were decidedly averse to an immediate engagement 
with the Persians ; while Miltiades with the remaining four 
strenuously urged that not a moment should be lost in bring­
ing the enemy to action, without leaving time to the timid and 
the treacherous to establish correspondence with Hippias and 
to take some active step for paralysing all united action on the 
part of the citizens. This most momentous debate, upon 
which the fate of Athens hung, is represented by Herodotus 
to have occurred at Marathon, after the army had marched 
out and taken post there within sight of the Persians; while 
Cornelius Nepos describes it as having been raised before the 

1 Mr. Kinneir remarks that the Persian Cassids, or foot-messengers, will 
travel for several days successively at the rate of sixty or seventy miles a 
day (Geographical Memoir of Persia, p. 44). 

2 Herodot. ix. 7-10. 
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army quitted the city-upon the question, whether it was 
prudent to meet the enemy at all in the field, or to confine 
the defence to the city and the sacred rock. Inaccurate as 
this latter author generally is, his statement seems more prob­
able here than that of Herodotus. For the t<m generals would 
scarcely march out of Athens to Marathon without having 
previously resolved to fight : moreover, the question between 
fighting in the field or resisting behind the walls, which had 
already been raised at Eretria, seems the natural point on 
which the five mistrustful generals would take their stand. 
And probably indeed Miltiades himself, if debarred from 
immediate action, would have preferred to hold possession of 
Athens, and prevent any treacherous movement from breaking 
out there, rather than to remain inactive on the hills, watching 
the Persians at Marathon, with the chance of a detachment 
from their numerous fleet sailing round to Phalerum, and thus 
distracting by a double attack both the city and the camp. 

However this may be, the equal division of opinion among 
the ten generals, whether manifested at Marathon or at Athens, 
is certain. Miltiades had to await the casting-vote of the 
polemarch Kallimachus. To him he represented emphatically 
the danger of delay, with the chance of some traitorous intrigue 
occurring to excite disunion and aggravate the alarms of the 
citizens. Nothing could prevent such treason from breaking 
out, with all its terrific consequences of enslavement to the 
Persians and to Hippias, except a bold, decisive, and immediate 
attack-the success of which he (Miltiades) was prepared to 
guarantee. Fortunately for Athens, the polemarch embraced 
the opinion of Miltiades ; while the seditious movements which 
were preparing did not show themselves until after the battle 
had been gained. Aristeides and Themistokles are both 
recorded to have seconded Miltiades warmly in this proposal, 
while all the other generals agreed in surrendering to Miltiades 
their days of command, so as to make him as much as they 
could the sole leader of the army. It is said that the latter 
awaited the day of his own regular turn before he fought the 
battle.1 Yet considering the eagerness which he displayed to 
bring on an immediate and decisive action, we cannot suppose 
that he would have admitted any serious postponement upon 
such a punctilio. 

While the army were mustered on the ground sacred to 
Herakles near Marathon, with the Persians and their fleet 
occupying the plain and shore beneath, and in preparation for 

l Herodot. vi. 1 ro. 
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immediate action-they were joined by the whole force of the 
little town of Platrea, consisting of about rooo hoplites, who 
had marched directly from their own city to the spot, along 
the southern range of Kithreron, and passing through Dekeleia. 
We are not told that they had ever been invited. Very 
probably the Athenians had never thought of summoning aid 
from this unimportant neighbour, in whose behalf they had taken 
upon themselves a lasting feud with Thebes and the Bceotian 
league.l Their coming on this important occasion seems to 
have been a spontaneous effort of gratitude, which ought not 
to be the less commended because their interests were really 
wrapped up in those of Athens-since if the latter had been 
conquered, nothing could have saved Platrea from being sub­
dued by the Thebans. Yet many a Grecian town would have 
disregarded both generous impulse and rational calculation, 
in the fear of provoking a new and terrific enemy. If we 
summon up to our imaginations all the circumstances of the 
case-which it requires some effort to do, because our author­
ities come from the subsequent generations, after Greece had 
ceased to fear the Persians-we shall be sensible that this 
volunteer march of the whole Platcean force to Marathon is 
one of the most affecting incidents of all Grecian history. 
Upon Athens generally it produced an indelible impression, 
commemorated ever afterwards in the public prayers of the 
Athenian herald, 2 and repaid by a grant to the Platreans of the 
full civil rights (seemingly without the political rights) of 
Athenian citizens. Upon the Athenians then marshalled at 
Marathon its effect must have been unspeakably powerful and 
encouraging, as a proof that they were not altogether isolated 
from Greece, and as an unexpected countervailing stimulus 
under circumstances so full of hazard. 

Of the two opposing armies at Marathon, we are told that 
the Athenians were ro,ooo hoplites, either including, or besides, 
the rooo who came from Platrea.8 This statement is no way 
improbable, though it does not come from Herodotus, who is 

1 Herodot. vi. 108-112. 2 Thucyd. iii. 55· 
3 Justin states Io,ooo Athenians, besides 1000 Platreans. Cornelius 

Nepos, Pausanias and Plutarch give 10,000 as the sum total of both. Justin, 
ii. 9; Corn. Nep. Miltiad. c. 4; Pausan. iv. 25, 5; x. 20,2: compare also 
~uidas, v. tl1r1rla!;. 

Heeren (De Fontibus Tragi Pompeii, Dissertat. ii. 7) affirms that Tragus 
or Justin follows Herodotus in matters concerning the Persian invasions of 
Greece. He cannot have compared the two very attentively; for Justin 
not only states several matters which are not to be found in Herodotus, 
but is at variance with the latter on some particulars not unimportant. 



History of Greece 
our only really valuable authority on the case, and who 
mentions no numerical totaL Indeed the number named 
may seem smaller than we should have expected, considering 
that no less than 4000 kleruchs or out-settled citizens had just 
come over from Eubcea. A sufficient force of citizens must of 
course have been left behind to defend the city. The numbers 
of the Persians we cannot be said to know at all, nor is there 
anything certain except that they were greatly superior to the 
Greeks. We hear from Herodotus that their armament 
originally consisted of six hundred ships of war, but we are 
not told how many separate transports there were; moreover, 
reinforcements had been procured as they came across the 
JEgean from the islands successively conquered. The aggregate 
crews on board of all their ships must have been between 
15o,ooo and zoo,ooo men. Yet what proportion of these were 
fighting-men, or how many actually did fight at Marathon, we 
have no means of determining,! There were a certain pro­
portion of cavalry, and some transports expressly prepared 
for the conveyance of horses. Moreover, Herodotus tells us 
that Hippias selected the plain of Marathon for a landing­
place, because it was the most convenient spot in Attica for 
cavalry movements-though it is singular, that in the battle 
the cavalry are not mentioned. 

1 Justin (ii. g) says that the total of the Persian army was 6oo,ooo, and 
that 200,000 perished. Plato (Menexen. p. 240) and Lysias (Orat. Funebr. 
c. 7) speak of the Persian total as soo,ooo men. Valerius Maximus (v. 3), 
Pausanias (iv. 25), and Plutarch (Parallel. Grrec. ad init.), give 300,000 
men. Cornelius Nepos {Miltiad~s, c. 5) gives the more moderate total of 
IIO,OOO men. 

See the observations on the battle of Marathon made both by Colonel 
Leake and by Mr. Finlay, who have examined and described the locality: 
Leake on the Demi of Attica, in Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Literature, vol. ii. p. z6o seq. ; and Finlay on the Battle of Marathon, in 
the same Transactions, vol. iii. p. 36o-38o, &c. 

Both have given remarks on the probable numbers of the armies 
assembled; but there are really no materials, even for a probable guess, in 
respect to the Persians. The silence of Herodotus (whom we shall find 
hereafter very circumstantial as to the numbers of the army under Xerx~s) 
seems to show that he had no information which he could trust. His 
account of the battle of Marathon presents him in honourable contrast with 
the loose and boastful assertors who followed him.. For though he does 
not tell us much, and falls lamentably short of what we should like to know, 
yet all that he does say is reasonable and probable as to the proceedings of 
both armies; and the little which he states becomes more trustworthy on 
that very account-because it is so little-showing that he keeps strictly 
within his authorities. 

There is nothing in the account of Herodotus to make us believe that he 
had ever visited the ground of Marathon. 
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Marathon, situated near to a bay on the eastern coast of Attica, 

and in a direction E.N.E. from Athens, is divided by the high 
ridge of Mount Pentelikus from the city, with which it commun­
icated by two roads, one to the north, another to the south of 
that mountain. Of these two roads, the northern, at once the 
shortest and the most difficult, is twenty-two miles in length: 
the southern-longer but more easy, and the only one practic­
able for chariots-is twenty-six miles in length, or about six 
and a half hours of computed march. It passed between 
Mounts Pentelikus and Hymettus, through the ancient demes 
of Gargettus and Pallene, and was the road by which Peisi­
stratus and Hippias, when they landed at Marathon forty-seven 
years before, had marched to Athens. The bay of Marathon, 
sheltered by a projecting cape from the northward, affords both 
deep water and a shore convenient for landing ; while "its plain 
(says a careful modern observer 1) extends in a perfect level 
along this fine bay and is in length about six miles, in breadth 
never less than about one mile and a half. Two marshes 
bound the extremities of the plain : the southern is not very 
large, and is almost dry at the conclusion of the great heats ; 
but the northern, which generally covers considerably more 
than a square mile, offers several parts which are at all seasons 

1 See Mr. Finlay on the Battle of Marathon, Transactions, &c., vol. iii. 
pp. 364, 368, 383, ut supra: compare Hobhouse (Lord Broughton), 
Journey in Albania, i. p. 432. 

Colonel Leake thinks that the ancient town of Marathon was not on the 
exact site of the modern Marathon, but at a place called Vrana, a little to 
the sonth of Marathon (Leake on the Demi of Attica, in the Transactions 
of the Royal Society of Literature, 1829, vol. ii. p. 166). 

"Below these two points,'' he observes, "(the tumuli of Vrana and the 
hill of K0tr6ni) the plain of Marathon expands to the shore of the bay, 
which is near two miles distant from the opening of the valley of Vrana. It 
is moderately well cultivated with corn, and is one of the most fertile spots 
in Attica, though rather inconveniently subject to inundations from the two 
torrents which cross it, particularly that of Marath6na. From Lucian (in 
Icaro·Menippo) it appears that the parts about CEnoi! were noted for their 
fertility, and an Egyptian poet of the fifth century has celebrated the vines 
and olives of Marathon. It is natural to suppose that the vineyards occupied 
the rising grounds ; and it is probable that the olive-trees were chiefly 
situated in the two valleys, where some are still growing : for as to the 
plain itself, the circumstances of the battle incline one to believe that it was 
anciently as destitute of trees as it is at the present day." (Leake, on the 
Demi of Attica, Trans. of Roy. Soc. of Literature, vol. ii. p. 162.) 

Colonel Leake further says, respecting the fitness of the Marathonian 
ground for cavalry movements : "As I rode across the plain of Marathon 
with a peasant of Vrana, he remarked to me that it was a fine place for 
cavalry to fight in. None of the modern Marathonii were above the rank 
of labourers : they have heard that a great battle was once fought there, but 
that is all they know." (Leake, ut sup., ii. p. 175.) 
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impassable. Both however leave a broad, firm, sandy beach 
between them and the sea. The uninterrupted flatness of the 
plain is hardly relieved by a single tree; and an amphitheatre 
of rocky hills and rugged mountains separates it fro- n the rest 
of Attica, over the lower ridges of which some steep and 
difficult paths communicate with the districts of the interior." 

The position occupied by Miltiades before the battle, iden­
tified as it was to all subsequent Athenians by the sacred grove 
of Herakles near Marathon, was probably on some portion of 
the high ground above this plain. Cornelius Nepos tells us 
that he protected it from the attacks of the Persian cavalry by 
felled trees obstructing the approach. The Persians occupied 
a position on the plain; their fleet was ranged along the beach, 
and Hippias himself marshalled them for the battle.1 The 
native Persians and Sakre, the best troops in the whole army, 
were placed in the centre, which they considered as the post of 
honour, 2 and which was occupied by the Persian king himself, 
when present at a battle. The right wing was so regarded by 
the Greeks, and the polemarch Kallimachus had the command 
of it. The hoplites were arranged in the order of their respec­
tive tribes from right to left, and at the extreme left stood the 
Platreans. It was necessary for Miltiades to present a front 
equal or nearly equal to that of the more numerous Persian, 
host, in order to guard himself from being taken in flank. 
With this view he drew up the central tribes, including the 
Leontis and Antiochis, in shallow files and occupying a large 
breadth of ground ; while each of the wings was in stronger and 
deeper order, so as to make his attack efficient on both sides. 
His whole army consisted of hoplites, with some slaves as un­
armed or light-armed attendants, but without either bowmen or 
cavalry. Nor could the Persians have been very strong in this 

1 Herodot. vi. 107. 
2 Plutarch, Symposiac. i. 3, p. 619 ; Xenophon. Anabas. i. 8, 21 ; 

.Arrian, ii. 8, 18; iii. II, 16. 
We may compare, with this established battle-array of the Persian armies, 

that of the Turkish armies, adopted and constantly followed ever since the 
victorious battle of Ikonium in 1386, gained by Amurath I. over the Kara­
manians. The European troops (or those of Rum) occupy the left wing: 
the Asiatic troops {or those of Anatoli) the right wing : the J anissaries are 
in the centre. The Sultan, or the Grand Visir, surrounded by the national 
cavalry or Spahis, is in the central point of all (Von Hammer, Geschichte 
des Osmannischen Reichs, book v. vol. i. p. 199). 

About the honour of occupying the right wing in a Grecian army, see in 
particular the animated dispute between the Athenians and the Tegeates 
before the battle of Platrea (Herodot. ix. 27 ). It is the post assigned to the 
hermc kings of legendary warfare (Eurip. Supplices, 657). 
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latter force, seeing that their horses had to be transported across 
the .!Egean : but the elevated position of Miltiades enabled 
them to take some measure of the numbers under his command, 
and the entire absence of cavalry in his army could not but 
confirm the confidence with which a long career of uninterrupted 
victory had impressed their generals. 

At length the sacrifices in the Greek camp were favourable 
for battle. Miltiades, who had everything to gain by coming 
immediately to close quarters, ordered his army to advance at a 
running step over the interval of one mile which separated the 
two armies. This rapid forward movement, accompanied by 
the war-cry or p:;ean which always animated the charge of the 
Greek soldier, astounded the Persian army. They construed it 
as an act of desperate courage little short of insanity, in a body 
not only small but destitute of cavalry or archers-but they at 
the same time felt their conscious superiority sink within them. 
It seems to have been long remembered also among the Greeks 
as the peculiar characteristic of the battle of Marathon, and 
Herodotus tells us that the Athenians were the first Greeks who 
ever charged at a run.l It doubtless operated beneficially in 
rendering the Persian cavalry and archers comparatively inno­
cuous, but we may reasonably suppose that it also disordered 
the Athenian ranks, and that when they reached the Persian 
front, they were both out of breath and unsteady in that line 
of presented spears and shields which constituted their force. 

1 Herodot. vi. !12. llpwTot p.€v ')'ilp 'EA.A.-i,vwv trrf.vTwv Twv ~p.iis t'op.<v, 
lip&p.cp ~s troA.<p.ious ~xp1,uavTo. 

The running pace of the charge was obviously one of the most remarkable 
events connected with the battle. Colonel Leake and Mr. Finlay seem 
disposed to reduce the run to a quick march ; partly on the ground that the 
troops must have been disordered and out of breath by running a mile. The 
probability is, that they really were so, and that such was the great reason 
of the defeat of the centre. It is very probable that a part of the mile run 
over consisted of declivity. I accept the account of Herodotus literally, 
:hough whether the distance be exactly stated, we cannot certainly say: 
indeed the fact is, that it required some steadiness of discipline to prevent 
:he step of hoplites, when charging, from becoming accelerated into a run. 
See the narrative of the battle of Kunaxa in Xenoph. Anabas. i. 8, 18 ; 
Diodor. xiv. 23 : compare Polyren. ii. 2, 3· The passage of Diodorus here 
:eferred to contrasts the advantages with the disadvantages of the running 
:barge. 

Both Colonel Leake and Mr. Finlay try to point out the exact ground 
>Ccupied by the two armies : they differ in the spot chosen, and I cannot 
hink that there is sufficient evidence to be had in favour of any spot. Leake 
hinks that the Persian commanders were encamped in the plain of 
fricorythos, separated from that of Marathon by the great marsh, and 
:ommunicating with it only by means of a causeway (Leake, Transact. ii. 
), 170). 
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On the two wings, where the files were deep, such disorder · 
produced no mischievous effect: the Persians, after a certain. 
resistance, were overborne and driven,back. But in the centre,_ 
where the files were shallow, and where moreover the native 
Persians and other choice troops of the army were posted, the 
breathless and disordered Athenian hoplites found themselves 
in far greater difficulties. The tribes Leontis and Antiochis, 
with Themistokles and Aristeides among them, were actually 
defeated, broken, driven back, and pursued by the :Persians and 
Sak<e.l Miltiades seems to have foreseen the possibility of 
such a check when he found himself compelled to diminish 
so materially the depth of his centre. For his wings, having 
routed the enemies opposed to them, were stayed from pursuit 
until the centre was extricated, and the Persians and Sak<e put 
to flight along with the rest. The pursuit then became general, 
and the Persians were chased to their ships ranged in line along 
the shore. Some of them became involved in the impassable 
marsh and there perished.2 The Athenians tried to set the 
ships on fire, but the defence here was both vigorous and suc­
cessful-several of the forward warriors of Athens were slain, 
and only seven ships out of the numerous fleet destroyed.3 

This part of the battle terminated to the advantage of the 
Persians. They repulsed the Athenians from the sea-shore, so 
as to secure a safe re-embarkation; leaving few or no prisoners, 
but a rich spoil of tents and equipments which had been 
disembarked and could not be carrkd away. 

Herodotus estimates the number of those who fell on the 
Persian side in this memorable action at 64oo men. The 
number. of Athenian dead is accurately known, since all were 
collected for the last solemn obsequies-they were 192. How 
many were wounded we do not hear. The brave Kallimachus 
the polemarch, and Stesilaus one of the ten generals, were 
among the slain; together with Kynegeirus son of Euphorion, 
who, in laying hold on the poop-staff of one of the vessels, had 
his hand cut off by an axe,4 and died of the wound. He was 

1 Herodot. vi. II 3· Kcm1 'TOu'To ,u€v 5·)], ~YfKwv o1 !3&.p/3apo<, t<al p~~<:J.V'TEs, 
lolwt<ov l• 'T~v ,uerro')'alav. 

Herodotus here tells us the whole truth without disguise: Plutarch 
(Aristeides, c. 3) only says that the Persian centre made a longer resistance, 
and gave the tribes in the Grecian centre more trouble to overthrow . 

. 2 Pausan. i. 32, 6. 
3 Heiodot. vi. II3-IIS. 
4 Herodot. vi. I 14. This is the statement of Herodotus respecting Kyne­

geirus. How creditably does his character as an historian contrast with 
that of the subsequent romancers! Justin tells us that Kynegeirus first 
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brother of the poet .tEschylus, himself present at the fight; to 
'Vhose imagination this battle at the ships must have emphati­
~ally recalled the fifteenth book of the Iliad. Both the slain 
Athenian generals are said to have perished in the assault 
of the ships, apparently the hottest part of the combat. 
The statement of the Persian loss as given by Herodotus 
appears moderate and reasonable,1 but he does not specify 
any distinguished individuals as having fallen. 

But the Persians, though thus defeated and compelled to 
abandon the position of Marathon, were not yet disposed to 
relinquish altogether their chances against Attica. Their fleet 
was observed to take the direction of Cape Sunium-a portion 
being sent to take up the Eretrian prisoners and the stores 
which had been left in the island of .tEgilia. At the same 
time a shield, discernible from its polished surface afar off, was 
seen held aloft upon some high point of Attica 2-perhaps on the 
summit of Mount Pentelikus, as Colonel Leake supposes with 
much plausibility. The Athenians doubtless saw it as well as 
the Persians ; and Miltiades did not fail to put the right inter­
pretation upon it, taken in conjunction with the course of the 
departing fleet. The shield was a signal put up by partisans 
in the country, to invite the Persians round to Athens by 
';ea, while the Marathonian army was absent. Miltiades saw 
through the plot, and lost not a moment in returning to Athens. 
On the very day of the battle, the Athenian army marched 
back with the utmost speed from the precinct of Herakles at 
.Marathon to the precinct of the same god at Kynosarges close 
to Athens, which they.reached before the arrival of the Persian 

' 
seized the ves;el with his right hand : that was cut off, and he held the 
vessel with his left : when he had lost that also, he seized the ship with his 
teeth" like a wild beast" (Justin, ii. 9)-Justin seems to have found this 
statement in many different authors : " Cynegiri rnilitis virtus, multis 
scriptorum laudibus celebrata." 

1 For the exaggerated stories of the numbers of Persians slain, see Xeno­
phon. Anabas. iii. 2, 12; Plutarch, De Malign. Herodot. c. 26, p. 862; 
Justin, ii. 9 ; and Suidas, v. ITaLKill:q. 

In the account of Ktesias, Datis was represented as having been killed in 
the battle, and it was further said that the Athenians refused to give up his 
body for interment ; which was one of the grounds whereupon Xerxes after­
wards invaded Greece. It is evident that in the authorities which Ktesias 

. followed, the alleged death of Datis at Marathon was rather emphatically 
dwelt upon. See Ktesias, Persica, c. 18-2r, with the note of Bahr, who is 

. inclined to defend the statement against Herodotus. 
2 Herodot. vi. 124. 'Ave~lx8'1 p."Ev -y(tp &.<r1rls, Kal TOvTa avK (<TTL tfll.ll."'s 

f El'7re7~· E~~JJE'TD J'&.p· 'bs p.f:v 'TOt 1jv 0 &.vaOE~as oinc lxw rb 7ipouwT~P(I) ei7re7v 
, 'TOV1'EWJI. 
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fieet.1 Datis soon came off the port of Phalerum; but thE 
partisans of Hippias had been so dismayed by the rapid return 
of the Marathonian army, that he did not find those aids and 
facilities which he had anticipated for a fresh disembarkation 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Athens. Though too late 
however, it seems that he was not much too late. The Mara­
thonian army had only just completed their forced return-march. 
A little less quickness on the part of Miltiades in deciphering 
the treasonable signal, and giving the instant order of march-­
a little less energy on the part of the Athenian citizens in 
superadding a fatiguing march to a no less fatiguing combat­
and the Persians with the partisans of Hippias might have been 
found in possession of Athens. As the facts turned out, Datis, 
finding at Phalerum no friendly movement to encourage him, 
but, on the contrary, the unexpected presence of the soldiers 
who had already vanquished him at Marathon-made no 
attempt again to disembark in Attica, but sailed away, after a 
short delay, to the Cyclades. 

Thus was Athens rescued, for this time at least, from a 
danger not less terrible than imminent. Nothing could have 
rescued her except that decisive and instantaneous attack which 
Miltiades so emphatically urged. The running step on the 
field of Marathon might cause some disorder in the ranks o1 
the hoplites; but extreme haste in bringing on the combat was 
the only means of preventing disunion and distraction in the 
minds of the citizens. Imperfect as the account is whicH 
Herodotus gives of this most interesting crisis, we see plainly 
that the partisans of Hippias had actually organised a con­
spiracy, and that it only failed by coming a little too late. The 
bright shield uplifted on Mount Pentelikus, apprising the 
Persians that matters were prepared for them wt Athens, was 
intended to have come to their view before any action had 
taken place at Marathon, and while the Athenian army were 
yet detained there; so that Datis might have sent a portion oJ 
his fleet round to Phalerum, retaining the rest for combat with 
the enemy before him. If it had once become known to thE 
Marathonian army that a Persian detachment had landed a1 

1 Herodot. vi. II6. Ohol p.~v oh 7T£pH!orJI.wov :::So6vwv. 'A6nvaiOL o£, & ~ 
'/I'OOWV Elxov, .,.J.x<tr'Tct l{3o~6eov ls TO lltr'TIJ. Kctl f¢6ntrdv .,.. aortKOp.evot, 
1rplv >1 TOOS {3ap{3<ipous -1\KELV, t<ctl ~lTTpaT07TEilEVO'av-ra a ... 'l'fJ-.1101 e{ 'Hpat<:A')tot 
.,. 0 ;; ~~~ Mapa8wv< es li.JI.lo.o 'Hpa1<lo.~"iov .,.(J ev Kuvotrdp-yel. 

Plutarch (Bellone an Pace clariores fuerint Athenienses, c. 8, p. 350 
represents Miltiad~s as returninll to Athens on the day after the battle 
it must have been on the same afternoon, according to the account o 
Herodotus. 
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Pha!erum 1-where there was a good plain for cavalry to act in, 
!Jrior to the building of the Phaleric wall, as had been seen in 
t::J.e defeat of the Spartan Anchimolius by the Thessalian 
cavalry, in 510 B.c.-that it had been joined by timid or 
treacherous Athenians, and had perhaps even got possession of 
the city-their minds would have been so distracted by the 
double danger, and by fears for their absent wives and children, 
that they would have been disqualified for any unanimous 
execution of military orders. Generals as well as soldiers 
would have become incurably divided in opinion-perhaps 
even mistrustful of each other. The citizen-soldier of Greece 
generally, and especially of Athens, possessed in a high degree 
) ;oth personal bravery and attachment to order and discipline. 
But his bravery was not of that equal, imperturbable, uninquir­
ing character, which belonged to the battalions of Wellington 
or Napoleon. It was fitful, exalted or depressed by casual 
occurrences, and often more sensitive to dangers absent and 
unseen, than to enemies immediately in his front. Hence the 
advantage, so unspeakable in the case before us, and so well 
appreciated by Miltiades, of having one undivided Athenian 
army-with one hostile army, and only one, to meet in the 
field. When we come to the battle of Salamis, ten years later, 
it will be seen that the Greeks of that day enjoyed the same 
advantage. But the wisest advisers of Xerxes impressed upon 
him the prudence of dividing his large force, and of sending 
detachments to assail separate Greek states-which would 
infallibly produce the effect of breaking up the combined 
Grecian host, and leaving no central or co-operating force for 
the defence of Greece generally. Fortunately for the Greeks, 
the childish insolence of Xerxes led him to despise all such 
advice, as implying conscious weakness. Not so Datis and 
Hippias. Sensible of the prudence of distracting the attention 
of the Athenians by a double attack, they laid a scheme, while 
t:1e main army was at Marathon, for rallying the partisans of 
Hippias, with a force to assist them in the neighbourhood of 
Athens, and the signal was upheld by these partisans as soon 
as their measures were taken. But the rapidity of Miltiades so 
precipitated the battle, that this signal came too late, and was 
only given "when the Persians were already in their ships," 2 

after the Marathonian defeat. Even then it might have proved 
dangerous, had not the movements of Miltiades been as rapid 

1 Herodot T. 6z, 63. 
2 Herodot. vi. us. Tol'.n nlpuj/(TL &vo.oe~O.L &cnrloo., lovUL ~il?) lv Tjju• 

V7]VU£. 

VOL. V. D 
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after the victory as before it. If time had been allowed for ~ 
the Persian movement on Athens before the battle of Marathon , 
had been fought, the triumph of the Athenians might well have 
been exchanged for a calamitous servitude. To Miltiades 
belongs the credit of having comprehended the emergency i 

from the beginning, and overruled the irresolution of his I 
colleagues by his own single-hearted energy. The chances 
all turned out in his favour-for the unexpected junction of 
the Plat::eans in the very encampment of Marathon must have 
wrought up the courage of his army to the highest pitch. Not 
only did he thus escape. all the depressing and distracting J 
accidents, but he was fortunate enough to find this extraneous t 
encouragement immediately preceding the battle, from a source ~ 
·on which he could not have calculated. ( 

I have already observed that the phase of Grecian history 
best known to us, and amidst which the great authors from 
whom we draw our information lived, was one of contempt for 
the Persians in the field. It requires some effort of imagination 
to call back previous feelings after the circumstances have been 
altogether reversed. Perhaps even JEschylus the poet, at the 
time when he composed his tragedy of the Pers::e to celebrate 
the disgraceful flight of the invader Xerxes, may have forgotten 
the emotions with which he and his brother Kynegeirus must 
have marched out from Athens fifteen years before, on the eve 
<>f the battle of Marathon. Again, therefore, the fact must be 
brought to view, that down to the time when Datis landed in 
the bay of Marathon, the tide of Persian success had never yet 
been interrupted, and that especially during the ten years 
immediately preceding, the high-handed and cruel extinction of 
the Ionic revolt had aggravated to the highest pitch the alarm 
of the Greeks. To this must be added the successes of Datis 
himself, and the calamities of Eretria, coming with all the fresh- , , 
ness of novelty as an apparent sentence of death to Athens. ! 
The extreme effort of courage required in the Athenians, to· 
encounter such invaders, is attested by the division of opinion' 
among the ten generals. Putting all the circumstances together,. 
it is without a parallel in Grecian history. It surpasses even 
the combat of Thermopylre, as· will appear when I come to . 
.describe that memorable event. And the admirable conduct 
of the five dissentient generals, when outvoted by the decision, 
<>f the polemarch against them, in co-operating heartily for the 
success of a policy which they deprecated-proves how much 
the feelings of a constitutional democracy, and that entire 
acceptance of the pronounced decision of the majority on 
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''~ hich it rests, had worked themselves into the Athenian mind. 
The combat of Marathon was by no means a very decisive 
defeat, but it was a defeat-the first which the Persians had 
ever received from Greeks in the field. If the battle of Salamis, 
ten years afterwards, could be treated by Themistokles as a 
hair-breadth escape for Greece, much more is this true of the 
batt:e of Marathon; 1 which first afforded reasonable proof, even 
to discerning and resolute Greeks, that the Persians might be 
effectually repelled, and the independence of European Greece 
:naintained against them-a conviction of incalculable value in 
c;-erence to the formidable trials destined to follow. 

Upon the Athenians themselves, the first to face in the field 
.uccessfully the terrific look of a Persian army, the effect of the 
:ictory was yet more stirring and profound.2 It supplied them 

. v'.th resolution for the far greater actual-sacrifices which they 
; cheerfully underwent ten years afterwards, at the invasion of 
t ~erxes, without faltering in their Pan-Hellenic fidelity. It 
I· ;trengthened them at home by swelling the tide of common 
sentiment and patriotic fraternity in the bosom of every 

·individual citizen. It was the exploit of Athenians alone, but 
of a~l Athenians, without dissent or exception-the boast of 
Hators, repeate<;l until it almost degenerated into common-place, 
.hou~h the people seem· never to have become weary of 
1.!:usions to their single-handed victory over a host of forty-six 
cations.3 It had been purchased without a drop of intestine 
bloocshed-for even the unknown traitors who raised the signal 
shield on Mount Pentelikus, took care not to betray themselves 
by want of apparent sympathy with the triumph. Lastly, it 
was the final guarantee of their democracy, barring all chance 
of restoration of Hippias for the future. Themistokles 4 is said 

1 Herodot. viii. IO<). nf.<els li~, erip'llf.<" -yap eup{JICaf.<€11 -IJ,u<as '1'€ /Cal 'T~V 
EAA.&Da., vErpos .,.-ouoVTo &v8pdJ-;rwv O..vwcrd.~-tevot. 

" Pausanins, i. 14, 4; Thucyd. i. 73· tpaf.<<v -yap Mapa9wA Te f.<Ovo• 
.rpOICLVOVV€UO"aL Tql /3apf3cfp'f, &c. 

1 (erodot. vi. I 12. 7rpwTo< a< il.vfcuxovTo ~<T8~r&. re M111i'"~" ~pewvTes, ~eal 
<•'l,>as ,ra.o~T'T/V Ju8'1/f.<Evovs' rlcws ll€ ?jv 'I'Ot<T<"£)1_}1_'1/<J"L ICctl TO oliliOf.<ct 'TO M1\1iwv 

. >oilos a~eov<T<u. 
It is not unworthy of remark, that the memorable oath in the"oration of 

f)cmosthenes, de Corona, wherein he adjures the warriors of Marathon, 
copies the phrase of Thucydides-ob p.a robs lv Mapa9wv< 7rpo1C<vllvvev­
rravras rwv 1rpo-y&vwv, &c. (Demosthen. de Corona, c. 6o). 

3 So the computation stands iu the language of Athenian orators (Herodot. 
ix. 27). It would be unfair to examine it critically. 

• Plutarch, Themistokles, c. 3· According to Cicero (Epist. ad Attic. 
ix. ro) and Justin (ii. 9), Hippias was killed at Marathon. Suidas (v. 
'171'7rlas) says that he died afterwards at Lemnos. Neither of these statements 
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to have been robbed of his sleep by the trophies of Miltiades, 
and this is cited in proof of his ambitious temperament. Yet 
without supposing either jealousy or personal love of glory, the 
rapid transit from extreme danger to unparalleled triumph 
might well deprive of rest even the most sober-minded 
Athenian. 

Who it was that raised the treacherous signal shield, to attract 
the Persians to Athens, was never ascertained. Very probably, 
in the full exultation of success, no investigation was made. Of 
course, however, the public belief would not be satisfied without 
singling out some persons as the authors of such a treason. The 
information received by Herodotus (probably about 450-440 
B.c., forty or fifty years after the Marathonian victory) ascribed 
the deed to the Alkmreonids. He does not notice any other 
reported authors, though he rejects the allegation against the'"" 
Alkmreonids upon very sufficient grounds. They were a race/ 
religiously tainted, ever since the Kylonian sacrilege, and wer~ 
therefore convenient persons to brand with the odium of aq' 
anonymous crime; while party feud, if it did not originally~ 
invent, would at least be active in spreading and certifyin~ 
such rumours. At the time when Herodotus knew Athens, l 
the political enmity between Perikl<~s son of Xanthippus, andJ 
Kimon son of Miltiades, was at its height. Perikles belonged/ 
by his mother's side to the Alkmre6nid race, and we know that : 
such lineage was made subservient to political manreuvres 
against him by his enemies.1 Moreover the enmity between 
Kimon and Perikles had been inherited by both from their 
fathers; for we shall find Xanthippus, not long after the battle 
of Marathon, the prominent accuser of Miltiades. Though 
Xanthippus was not an Alkmreonid, his marriage with Agariste 
connected himself indirectly, and his son Perikles directly, withr 
that race. And we may trace in this standing political feud 
probable origin for the false reports as to the treason of th 
Alkmreonids, on that great occasion which founded the glor 
of Miltiades; for that the reports were false, the intrinsic pro] 
babilities of the case, supported by the judgement of Herodotus~ 
afford ample ground for believing. j 

When the Athenian army made its sudden return-march fro~ 
Marathon to Athens, Aristeides with his tribe was left to guar 
the field and the spoil; but the speedy retirement of Dati 

seems probable. Hippias would hardly go to I;emnos, which was 
an Athenian possession ; and had he been slain in the battle, Herodotus 
would have been likely to mention it. 

1 Thucyd. i. rz6. 
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from Attica left the Athenians at full liberty to revisit the scene, 
and discharge the last duties to the dead. A tumulus was 
erected on the field 1 (such distinction was never conferred by 
Athens except in this case only) to the one hundred and ninety­
two Athenian citizens who had been slain. Their names were 
inscribed on ten pillars erected at the spot, one for each tribe : 
there was also a second tumulus for the slain Plat<eans, a third 
for the slaves, and a separate funeral monument to Miltiades 
himself. Six hundred years after the battle, Pausanias saw the 
tumulus, and could still read on the pillars the names of the 
immortalised warriors. 2 Even now a conspicuous tumulus 
exists about half a mile from the sea-shore, which Colonel Leake 
bt"lieves to be the same.3 The inhabitants of the deme of 
Marathon worshipped these slain warriors as heroes, along with 
their own eponymus, and with Herakles. 

So splendid a victory had not been achieved, in the belief of 
the Athenians, without marked supernatural aid. The god 
Pan had met the courier Pheidippides on his hasty route from 
Athens to Sparta, and had told him that he was much hurt 
that the Athenians had as yet neglected to worship him; 4 in 
spite of which neglect, however, he promised them effective aid 
at Marathon. The promise of Pan having been faithfully 
executed, the Athenians repaid it by a temple with annual 
worship and sacrifice. Moreover, the hero Theseus was seen 
strenuously assisting in the battle; while an unknown warrior, 
in rustic garb and armed only with a ploughshare, dealt 
destruction among the Persian ranks : after the battle he could 
not be found, and the Athenians, on asking at Delphi who he 
was, were directed to worship the hero Echetlus. 5 Even in the 
time of Pausanias, this memorable battle-field was heard to 
resound every night with the noise of combatants and the 
snorting of horses. "It is dangerous (observes that pious 
author) to go to the spot with the express purpose of seeing 
what is passing; but if a man finds himself there by accident, 
without having heard anything about the matter, the gods will 
not be angry with him." The gods (it seems) could not pardon 
the inquisitive mortal who deliberately pryed into their secrets. 
Amidst the ornaments with which Athens was decorated during 

1 Thucyd. ii. 34· 
2 Pausan. i. 32, 3· Compare the elegy of Kritias ap. A theme, i. p. 28. 
s The tumulus now existing is about thirty feet high, and two hundred 

yards in circumference. (Leake on the Demi of Attica; Transactions of 
Royal Soc. of Literat. ii. p. I 7 r.) 

' Herodot. vi. 105 ; Pausan. i. 28, 4· 
~ J'btarch, Theseus, c. 24 ; Pausan. i. 32, 4· 
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the free working of her democracy, the glories of Marathon of 
course occupied a conspicuous place. The battle was painted on 
one of the compartments of the portico called Prekile, wherein, 
amidst several figures of gods and heroes-Athene, Herakles, 
Theseus, Echetlus, and the local patron Marathon-were seen 
honoured and prominent the polemarch KaTiimachus· and 
the general Miltiades, while the Plat:'eans were distinguished 
by their Breotian leather casques.l The sixth of the month 
Boedromion, the anniversary of the battle, was commemorated 
by an annual ceremony even down to the time of Plutarch.2 

1 Pansan. i. 15, 4; Demosthen. cont. Nerer. c. 25. 
~ Herodot. vi. 120; Plutarch, Camill. c. 19 ; De Malignit. Herodoti, 

c. 26, p. 862; and De Gloria Atheniensium, c. 7. 
Boedromion was the third month of the Attic year, which year began 

shortly after the summer solstice. The first three Attic months, Heka­
tombreon, Metageitnion, Boedromion, correspond {speaking in a loose 
manner) nearly to our July, August, September. 

From the fact that the courier Pheidippides reached Sparta on the ninth 
day of the moon, and that the zooo Spartans arrived in Attica on the third 
day after the full moon, during which interval the battle took place-we 
see that the sixth day of Boedromion could not be the sixth day of the 
moon. The Attic months, though professedly lunar months, did not at this 

· time therefore accurately correspond with the course of the moon. See 
Mr. Clinton, Fast. Hellen. ad an. 490 B.C. Plutarch {in the Treatise De 
Malign. Herodoti, above referred to) appears to have no conception of this 
discrepancy between the Attic month and the course of the moon. A portion 
of the censure which he casts on Herodotus is grounded on the assumption 
that the two must coincide. 

M. Boeckh, following Fn§ret and Larcher, contest~ the statement of 
Plutarch, that the battle was fought on the sixth of the month Boedromion, 
but upon reasons which appear to me insufficient. His chief argument 
rests upon another statement of Plutarch (derived from some lost verses of 
JEschylus), that the tribe Mantis had the right wing or post of honour at 
the battle; and that the public vote, pursuant to which the army was led 
out of Athens, was passed during the prytany of the tribe JEan tis. He 
assumes, that the reason why this tribe was posted on the right wing, must 
have been, that it had drawn by lot the first prytany in that particular 
year: if this be granted, then the vote for drawing out the army must have 
been passed in the first prytany, or within the first thirty·five or thirty-six 
days of the Attic year, during the space between the first of Hekatombreon 
and the fifth or sixth of Metageitnion. But it is certain that the interval, 
which took place between the army leaving the city and the battle, was 
much less than one month-\~e may even say less than one week. The 
battle therefore {Boeckh contends) must have been fought between the 
sixth and tenth of Metageitnion. (Plutarch, Symposiac. i. ro, 3, and 
Ideler, Handbuch der Chronologie, vol. i. p. 291.) Herodotus (vi. III) 
says that the tribes were arranged in line &s }fp<8f"ioPTo-" as they were 
numbered "-which is contended to mean necessarily the arrangement 
between them, determined by lot for the prytanies of that particular year. 
"In acie instruenda (says Boeckh, Comment. ad Corp. Inscript. p. 299) 
Athenienses non constantem, sed variabilem secundum prytanias, ordinem 
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Two thousand Spartans started from their city immediately 

after the full moon, and reached the frontier of Attica on the 

secutos esse, ita ut tribus ex hoc ordine inde a dextro cornu disponerentur, 
docui in Commentatione de pugna Marathoniit." Proremia Lect. Univ. 
Berolin. restiv. a. 1816. 

The Proremia here referred to I have not been able to consult, and they 
may therefore contain additional reasons to prove the point advanced, viz. 
that the order of the ten tribes in line of battle, beginning from the right 
wing, was conformable to their order in .prytanising, as drawn by lot for 
the year ; but I think the passages of Herodotus and Plutarch now before 
us insufficient to establish this point. From the fact that the tribe .IEantis 
had the right wing at the battle of Marathon, we are by no means warranted 
in inferring that that tribe had drawn by lot the earliest prytany in the 
year. Other reasons, in my judgement equally probable, may be assigned 
in explanation of the circumstance: one reason, I think, decidedly more 
probable. This reason is, that the battle was fought during the prytany of 
the tribe JEan tis, which may be concluded from the statement of Plutarch, 
that the vote for marching out the army from Athens was passed· during 
the prytany of that tribe ; for the interval, between the march of the army 
out of the city and the battle, must have been only very few days. More· 
over, the deme Marathon belonged to the tribe JEantis (see Boeckh, ad 
Inscript. No. 172, p. 309): the battle being fought in their deme, the 
Marathonians may perhaps have claimed on this express ground the post of 
honour for their tribe ; just as we see that at the first battle of Mantineia 
against the Lacedremonians, the Mantineians were allowed to occupy the 
right wing or post of honour, "because the battle was fought in their terri­
tory " (Thucyd. v. 67). Lastly, the deme Aphidnre also belonged to the 
tribe CEantis (see Boeckh, l. c.) : now the polemarch Kallimachus was an 
Apbidnrean (Herodot. vi. 109), and Herodotus expressly tells us, "the 
Jaw or custom then stood among the Athenians, that the polemarch should 
have the right wing "-o -y?t.p v&p.os TOTE eixe oif,.., TDi<n 'A8rwa.io<G'<, Tov 
'lroA.ep.cxpxov i!xew H:Epcxs TO oe~t&v (vi. 1 11). Where the polemarch stood, 
there his tribe would be likely to stand : and the language of Herodotus 
indeed seems directly to imply that he identifies the tribe of the polemarch 
With the poJemarCh himseJf--f}-yeop.~VOU Of '1'Q6'1'0U 0 l{EO~I<OV'1'0 &s &.pt8p.~OV'1'0 
al cpvA.al, ~xop.eva< aA.A.ohA.wv-meaning that the order of tribes began by that 
of the polemarch being in the leading position, and was then " taken up '' 
by the rest "in numerical sequence "-i.e. in the order of their prytanising 
sequence for the year. 

Here are a concurrence of reasons to explain why the tribe .IEantis had 
the right wing at the battle of Marathon, even though it may not have 
been first in the order of prytanising tribes for the year. Boeckh there· 
fore is not warranted in inferring the second of these two facts from the 
first. 

The concurrence of these three reasons, all in favour of the same conclu­
sion, and all independent of the reason supposed by Boeckh, appears to me 
to have great weight; but I regard the first of the three, even singly taken, 
as more probable than his reason. If my view of the case be correct, the 
sixth day of Boedrornion, the day of battle as given by Plutarch, is not to 
be called in question. That day comes in the second prytany of the year, 
which begins about the sixth of Metageitnion, and ends about the twelfth 
of Boedrornion, and which must in this year have fallen to the lot of the 
tribe JEantis. On the first or second day of Boedromion, the vote for 
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third day of their march-a surprising effort, when we consider 
that the total distance from Sparta to Athens was about one 

marching out the army may have passed; on the sixth the battle was fought; 
both during the prytany of this tribe. 

I am not prepared to carry these reasons further than the particular case 
of the battle of Marathon, and the vindication of the day of that battle as 
stated by Plutarch; nor would I apply them to later periods, such as t:le 
Peloponnesian war. It is certain that the army regulations of Athens were 
considerably modified between the battle of Marathon and the Pelopon­
nesian war, as well in other matters as in what regards the polemarch; and 
we have not sufficient information to enable us to determine whether in 
that later period the Athenians followed any known or perpetual rule in 
the battle order of the tribes. Military considerations, connected with the 
state of the particular army serving, must have prevented the constant 
observance of any rule. Thus we can hardly imagine that Nikias, com­
manding the army before Syracuse, could have been tied down to any 
invariable order of battle among the tribes to which his hoplites belonged. 
Moreover, the expedition against Syracuse lasted more than one Attic year: 
can it be believed that Nikias, on receiving information from Athens of the 
sequence in which the prytanies of the tribes had been drawn by lot during 
the second year of his expedition, would be compelled to marshal his army 
in a new battle order conformably to it? As the military operations of the 
Athenians became more extensive, they would find it necessary to leave 
such dispositions more and more to the general serving in every particular 
campaign. It may well be doubted whether during the Peloponnesian war 
any established rule was observed in marshalling the tribes for battle. 

One great motive which induces critics to maintain that the battle was 
fought in the Athenian month Metageitnion, is, that that month coincides 
with the Spartan month Karneius, so that the refusal of the Spartans to 
march before the full moon is construed to apply only to the peculiar 
sanctity of this last-mentioned month, instead of being a constant rule for 
the whole year. I perfectly agree with these critics, that the answer given 
by the Spartans to the courier Pheidippides cannot be held to prove a 
regular, invariable Spartan maxim, applicable throughout the whole year, 
not to begin a march in the second quarter of the moon : very possibly, as 
Boeckh remarks, there may have been some festival impending during the 
particular month in question, upon which the Spartan refusal to march was 
founded. But no inference can be deduced from hence to disprove the 
sixth of Boedromion as the day of the battle of Marathon : for though the 
months of every Grecian city were professedly lunar, yet they never coin­
cided with each other exactly or long together, because the systems of 
intercalation adopted in different cities were different : there was great 
irregularity and confusion (Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 19; Aristoxenus, Hannon. 
ii. p. 30: compare also K. F. Hermann, Ueber die Griechische Monats­
kunde, p. 26, 27, Gi:ittingen, 1844: and Boeckh, ad Corp. Inscript. t. i. 
p. 734)· 

Granting therefore that the answer given by the Spartans to Pheidippid@s 
is to be construed, not as a general rule applicable to the whole year, but as 
referring to the particular month in which it was given-no inference can 
be drawn from hence as to the day of the battle of Marathon, because either 
one of the two following suppositions is possible :-I. The Spartans may 
have had solemnities on the day of the full moon, or on the day before 
it, in other months besides Karneius; 2. or the full moon of the Spartan 



Ionic Revolt to Battle of Marathon 73 
hundred and fifty miles. They did not arrive, however, until 
the battle had been fought and the Persians departed. 
Curiosity led them to the field of Marathon to behold the 
dead bodies of the Persians ; after which they returned home, 
bestowing well-merited praise on the victors. 

Datis and Artaphernes returned across the JEgean with 
their Eretrian prisoners to Asia ; stopping for a short time at 
the island of Mykonos, where discovery was made of a gilt 
image of Apollo carried off as booty in a Phenician ship. 
Datis went himself to restore it to Delos, requesting the 
Delians to carry it back to the Delium or temple of Apollo on 
the eastern coast of Breotia : the Delians however chose to 
keep the statue until it was reclaimed from them twenty years 
afterwards by the Thebans. On reaching Asia, the Persian 
generals conducted their prisoners up to the court of Susa and 
into the presence of Darius. Though he had been vehemently 
incensed against them, yet when he saw them in his power, his 
wrath abated, and he manifested no desire to kill or harm 
them. They were planted at a spot called Arderikka, in the 
Kissian territory, one of the resting-places on the road from 
Sardis to Susa, and about twenty-six miles distant from the 
latter place. Herodotus seems himself to have seen their 
descendants there on his journey between the two capitals, and 
to have had the satisfaction of talking to them in Greek-which 
we may easily conceive to have made some impression upon 
him, at a spot distant by nearly three months' journey from the 
coast of Ionia.l 

Karneius may actually have fallen, in the year 490 B.c., on the fifth or sixth 
of the Attic month Boedromion. 

Dr. Thirlwall appears to adopt the view of Boeckh, but does not add 
anything material to the reasons in its favour (Hist. of Gr. vol. ii. Append. 
II I. p. 488). 

1 1-Ierodot. vi. IIg. Darius-<Trf>oas Tijs K<<T<Ti71s x.cfJp.,s KaTo[.,,<T• lv 
uTa8p.cfJ Ewirroil TtP o1Jvop.a , Ap8EptJCKa-~v8aiiTa. -roils ,Epe-rpdas KaTo[Ktqe 

.o.ape<os, o2 Kal p.oxp< ip.oo elxov 'Tf/V x.cfJp71v Ta6.,..,w, <f>vA.cl<TuovTes 'TflV &px.al71" 
oy>..wu<Tav. The meaning of the word trTa8f<bs is explained by Herudot. v. 
52, <T'TafJf<bs ~wvTofi is the same as <TTafJp.bs {Ja<T<A.~<os: the particulars which 
Herodotus recounts about Arderikka, and its remarkable well or pit of 
bitumen, salt, and oil, give every reason to believe that he had himself 
stopped there. 

Strabo places the captive Eretrians in Gordy~n~, which would be con­
siderably higher up the Tigris; upon whose authority we do not know 
(Strabo, xv. 747). 

The many particulars which are given resoecting the descendants of these· 
Eretrians in Kissia, by Philostratus in his Life of Apollonius of Tyana, as 
they are alleged to hwe stood even in the first century of the Christian rer:1, 
cannot be sately quoted. WiLh all the fiction there contained, some truth 

D 2 
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Happy would it have been for Miltiades if he had shared 

the honourable death of the polemarch Kallimachus-" animam 
exhalasset opimam "-in seeking to fire the ships of the defeated· 
Persians at Marathon. The short sequel of his history will be 
found in melancholy. contrast with the Marathonian heroism. 

His reputation had been great before the battle, and after it 
the admiration and confidence of his countrymen knew no 
bounds. These feelings reached such a pitch, that his head was 
turned, and he lost both his patriotism and his prudence. He 
proposed to his countrymen to incur the cost of equipping an 
armament of seventy ships with an adequate armed force, and 
to place it altogether at his discretion ; giving them no 
intimation whither he intended to go, but merely assuring 
them that if they would follow him, he would conduct them to 
a land where gold was abundant, and thus enrich them. Such 

· a promise, from the lips of the recent victor of Marathon, was 
sufficient. The armament was granted, no man except Miltiades 
knowing what was its destination. He sailed immediately to 
the island of Paros, laid siege to the town, and sent in a herald 
to require from the inhabitants a contribution of one hundred 
talents, on pain of entire destruction. His pretence for this 
attack was, that the Parians had furnished a trireme to Datis 
for the Persian fleet at Marathon; but his real motive (so 
Herodotus assures us 1) was vindictive animosity against a 
Parian citizen named Lysagoras, who had exasperated the 
Persian general Hydarnes against him. The Parians amused 
him at first with evasions, until they had procured a little delay 
to repair the defective portions of their wall, after which they 
set him at defiance. In vain did Miltiades prosecute hostilities 
against them for the space of twenty-six days : he ravaged the 
island, but his attacks made no impression upon the town.2 

Beginning to despair of success in his military operations, he 
entered into some negotiation (such at least was the tale of the 

may perhaps be mingled; but we cannot discriminate it (Philostratus, Vit. 
Apollon. i. c. 24-30). 

1 Herodot. vi. 133· ~1rJI.H i1rl n&pav, wp&cpacnv ~xwv &s ol llapw< 
01r7jp~av 7rp0T<pot ITTpaT<VOp.<VOL 'Tpt'hpei is Mapa9wva IJ.p.a Tqi ill piTy. Tov'To 
,UEV o1} 7rpOITX7Jf'" 'TOV Jl.o-yov ;jv· fLTCJ.p nva Kal ~')IKO'TOV <lX< 'TOlfTL llap[ot!Tt otlt. 
Av<Ta-yop•a Tlw Ttal•w, i&vTa ')IEVOS n&pwv, litaf3aJI.OV'Ta f'IV 7rpbs 'To&pvea Tbv 
nlp.,.71v. 

2 Ephorus (Fragm. 107, ed. Didot; ap. Stephan. Byz. v. n&pos) gave an 
account of this expedition in several points different from Herodotus, which 
latter I here follow. The authority of Herodotus is preferable in every 
s:espect; the more so, since Ephorus gives his narrative as a sort of explana­
tion of the peculiar phrase &va7raptti.(•w. Explanatory n:matives of that 
-sort are usually little worthy of attention. 
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Parians themselves) with a Parian woman named Timo, 
priestess or attendant in the temple of Demeter near the town­
gates. This woman, promising to reveal to him a secret which 
would place Paros in his power, induced him to visit by night 
a temple to which no male person was admissible. Having 
leaped the exterior fence, he approached the sanctuary; but 
on coming near, he was seized with a panic terror and ran 
away, almost out of his senses. On leaping the same fence to 
get back, he strained or bruised his thigh badly, and became 
utterly disabled. In this melancholy state he was placed on 
ship-board ; the siege being raised, and the whole armament 
returning to Athens. 

Vehement was the indignation both of the armament and of 
the remaining Athenians against Miltiades on his return. 1 Of 
this feeling Xanthippus, father of the great Perikles, became 
the spokesman. He impeached Miltiades before the popular 
judicature, as having been guilty of deceiving the people and 
as having deserved the penalty of death. The accused himself, 
disabled by his injured thigh, which even began to show 
symptoms of gangrene, was unable to stand or to say a 
word in his own defence. He lay on his couch before the 
assembled judges, while his friends made the best case they 
could in his behalf. Defence, it appears, there was none ; all 
they could do was to appeal to his previous services : they 
reminded the people largely and emphatically of the inestimable 

I Herodot. vi. 136. 'A6rwalot B~ ~" n&.pou Mt;\'Ttcloea ft7rOVOO"'T1JO"aV'TQ 
luxov ev O"Top.aut, o1 'TE /t;>.;>.o,, J<al p.c!.;>.tu'Ta Ec!.v8t1mos o 'Apl<f>povos· t>s 
6a:.vd:rov Vra')'.Ct'}'~V inrD -r~v O·l]p.ov Mli\TtdOea., JOlwJCE T1]s ,A8nvalwv 0.1J'cf.T'TJS 
<tVE~EV. Mtii.'Ttclo.,s o~, QV'TOS p.ev 7rapewv, o!nc ft'II"EAOf'fE'TO' ;jv ,o.p ltavvaTos, 
Wfrre lT1J7rDp.EPou -roil p:r1poV. UpoKElp.~vou OE aln-oV Jv tcA!vv, fnrEpawoA.o'YEowro 
ol <f>[:lo_ot, Ti)s p.ttX'll• 'TE Tijs ev Mapa8wvt f'EVOp.EV'l/S 1roll.l\.a e'lrtp.e,u.V'l/p.lvot, J<al 
-r1,v A~p.voo a.LpeUlV' Ws EA&w AfJp.v&v -re Kal TtG'tif-'EYos ToVs lltA.au'Yobs~ 
1rapeow1<e 'A6rwaioun. llpouf'EVop.ivou li~ Tov li'hp.ou av'Tfji J<a'Tii Thv i1.11"oll.uuw 
'TOiJ 8aVcf'TOV, (ru.ucf.HJ'aV'TOS 8f ICct,'TQ. T1}J' Q.S,Kf7JV 7r€JIT-f}KOVTCt. Ta.A.cJ.PTCUUl,. 
MtA.'nd07Js p.Ev tJ.erCr. TaV-ra, crcpa;cei\luavT&s 'rf Toil p..7]poV ~eal ua.7rEVTos, 
'TEAEv'Tq· TO. ae 'lf"EV'T~ICOV'Ta -rdlui.V'TCI. E~ETtUEV 0 7rc.h·s at'noil Klp..wv. 

Plato (Gorgias, c. 153, p. 516) says that the Athenians passed a vote to 
cast Miltiades into the barathrum (Ep.[3a.li.Eiv N11<t>fuavTo ), and that he would 
have been actually thrown in, if it had not been for the Prytanis, i. e. the 
president, by tum for that day, of the prytanising senators and of the 
Ekklesia. The Prytanis may perhaps have been among those who spoke 
to the dikastery on behalf of Miltiades, deprecating the proposition made 
by Xanthippus; but that he should have caused a vote once passed to be 
actually rescinded, is incredible. The Scholiast on Aristeides (cited by 
Valckenaer ad Herodot. vi. 136) reduces the exaggeration of Plato to 
;omething more reasonable-"OTe f'ii.p lJ<plveTo M<il.n&a.,s l7rl '~"P n&p'f, 
i,OElo .. 'l/O"UY aho~ ""T"I<P'l/P.V[O"at· ~ o€ 7rpuTaVLS elueAOwv l ~ !7 'T ~ 0" a 'T • 
a.i~.,..&v. 
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exploit of Marathon, coming in addition to his previous con­
quest of Lemnos. The assembled dikasts or jurors showed 
their sense of such powerful appeals by rejecting the proposition 
of his accuser to condemn him to death; but they imposed on 
him the penalty of fifty talents "for his iniquity." Cornelius 
Nepos affirms that these fifty talents represented the expenses 
incurred by the state in fitting out the armament. But we 
may more probably believe, looking to the practice of the 
Athenian dikastery in criminal cases, that fifty talents was the 
minor penalty actually proposed by the defenders of Miltiades 
themselves, as a substitute for the punishment of death. 

In those penal cases at Athens, where the punishment was 
not fixed beforehand by the terms of the law, if the person 
accused was found guilty, it was customary to submit to the 
jurors, subsequently and separately, the question as to amount 
of punishment : first, the accuser named the penalty which he 
thought suitable; next, the accused person was called upon to 
name an amount of penalty for himself, and the jurors were 
constrained to take their choice between these two-no third 
gradation of penalty being admissible for consideration.1 Of 

1 That this was the habitual course of Attic procedure in respect to 
public indictments, wherever a positive amount of penalty was not 
previously determined, appears certain. See Platner, Prozess und Klagen 
bei den Attikern, Abschn. vi. vol. i. p. 201 ; Heffler, Die Atheniiische 
Gerichtsverfassung, p. 334· Meier und Schomann (D'f Attische Prozess, 
b. iv. p. 725) maintain that any one of the dikasts might propose a third 
measure of penalty, distinct from that proposed by the accuser as well as 
the accused. In respect to public indictments, this opinion appears 
decidedly incorrect ; but where the sentence to be pronounced involved 
a compensation for private wrong and an estimate of damages, we cannot 
so clearly determine whether there was not sometimes a greater latitude in 
originating propositions for the dikasts to vote upon. It is to be recollected 
that these dikasts were sev.:-ral hundred, sometimes even more, in number­
that there was no discussion or deliberation among them-and that it was 
absolutely necessary for some distinct proposition to be laid before them to 
take a vote upon. In regard to some offences, the law expressly permitted 
what was called a 7rporrr[f.<1/p.a; that is, after the dikasts had pronounced 
t.!-Je full penalty demanded by the accuser, 2ny other citizen, who thought 
the penalty so imposed insufficient, might call for a certain limited amount 
of additional penalty, and require the dikasts to vote upon it-ay or no. 
The votes of the dikasts were given, by depositing pebbles in two cll!'ks, 
under certain arrangements of detail. 

The &rdw rtp:T/r?Js, ol1<71 np.nros, or trial including this separate ad­
measurement of penalty-as distinguished from the ll[H:1) &rlp.1)ros, or trial 
where the penalty was predetermined, and where there was no -r{p.7)<ns, or 
vote of admeasurement of penalty-is an important line of distinction in 
the subject·matter of Attic procedure ; and the practice of calling on the 
accused party, after having been pronounced guilty, to impose upon himself 
a counter-pmalty or under-penalty (&vrmp.au8at or iJ7roTtp.arr8at) in contrast 
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course, under such circumstances, it was the interest of the 
accused party to name, even in his own case, some real and 
serious penalty-something which the jurors might be likely to 
deem not wholly inadequate to his crime just proved; for if he 
proposed some penalty only trifling, he drove them to prefer 
the heavier sentence recommended by his opponent. Ac­
cordingly, in the case of Miltiades, his friends, desirous of 
inducing the jurors to refuse their assent to the punishment of 
death, proposed a fine of fifty talents as the self-assessed 
penalty of the defendant ; and perhaps they may have stated, 
as an argument in the case, that such a sum would suffice to 
defray the costs of the expedition. The fine was imposed, but 
Miltiades did not live to pay it: his injured limb mortified, 
and he died, leaving the fine to be paid by his son Kimon. 

According to Cornelius Nepos, Diodorus, and Plutarch, he 
was put in prison, after having been fined, and there died.1 

' with that named by the accuser, was a convenient expedient for bringing 
the question to a substantive vote of the dikasts. Sometimes accused 
persons found it convenient to name very large penalties on themselves, in 
order to escape a capital sentence invoked by the accuser (see D~mosthen. 
cont. Timokrat. c. 34, p. 743 R.). Nor was there any fear (as Platner 
imagines) that in the generality of cases the dikasts would be le!t under the 
necessity of choosing between an extravagant penalty and something 
merely nominal ; for the interest of the accused party himself would 
prevent this from happening. Sometimes we see him endeavouring by 
entreaties to prevail upon the accnser voluntarily to abate something of the 
penalty which he had at first named. The accuser might probably do this, 
if he saw that the dikasts were not likely to go along with that first 
proposition. 

In one particular case, of immortal memory, that which Platner con­
templates actually did happen; 11.nd the death of Sokrat~s was the effect of 
it. Sokrat~s, having been found guilty, only by a small majority of votes 
among the dikasts, was called upon to name a penalty upon himself, in 
opposition to that of death urged by Mel~tus. He was in vain entreated 
by his friends to name a fine of some tolerable amount, which they would 
at once have paid in his behalf; but he would hardly be prevailed upon to 
name any penalty at all, affirming that he had deserved honour rather than 
punishment : at last he named a fine so small in amount, as to be really 
tantamount to an acquittal. Indeed, Xenophon states that he would not 
name any counter-penalty at all; and in the speech ascribed to him, he 
contended that he had even merited the signal honour of a public main­
tenance in the Prytaneium (Plato, Apol. Sok. c. 27 ; Xenoph. Apol. Sok. 
23; Diogen. Laert. ii. 4I). Plato and Xenophon do not agree; but 
taking the two together, it would seem that he must have named a very 
small fine. There can be little doubt that this circumstance, together with 
the tenor of his defence, caused the dikasts to vote for the proposition of 
Mel~tus. 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Miltiad~s, c. 7; and Kimon, c. I; Plutarch, Kimon, 
c. 4 ; Diodorus, Fragment. lib. x. All these authors probably drew from the 
same original fountain ; perhaps Ephorus (see Marx ad Ephori Fragmenta, 
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But Herodotus does not mention this imprisonment, nor does 
the fact appear to me probable : he would hardly have omitted 
to notice it, had it come to his knowledge. Immediate 
imprisonment of a person fined by the dikastery, until his fine 
was paid, was not the natural and ordinary course of Athenian 
procedure, though there were particular cases in which such 
aggravation was added. Usually a certain time was allowed 
for payment,1 before absolute execution was resorted to; 
though the person under sentence became disfranchised and 
excluded from all political rights, from the very instant of his 
condemnation as a public debtor, until the fine was paid. 
Now in the instance of Miltiades, the lamentable condition of 
his wounded thigh rendered escape impossible-so that there 
would be no special motive for departing from the usual 
practice, and imprisoning him forthwith: moreover if he was 
not imprisoned forthwith, he would not be imprisoned at all, 
since he cannot have lived many days after his trial. 2 To 
p. 212); but we have no means of determining. Respecting the alleged 
imprisonment of Kimon, however, they must have copied from different 
authorities, for their statements are all different. Diodorus states, that 
Kimon put himself voluntarily into prison after his father had died there, 
because he was not permitted on any vther condition to obtain the body 
of his deceased father for burial. Cornelius Nepos affirms that he was 
imprisoned, as being legally liable to the state for the unpaid fine of his 
father. Lastly, Plutarch does not represent him as having been put into 
prison at all. Many of the Latin writers follow the statement of Diodorus: 
see the citations in Bas's note on the above passage of Cornelius Nepos. 

There can be no hesitation in adopting the account of Plutarch as the 
true one. Kimon neither was, nor could be, in prison, by,the Attic law, 
for an unpaid fine of his father; but· after his father's death, he became 
liable for the fine, in this sense-that he remained disfranchised (1£n,uos) 
and excluded from his rights as a citizen, until the fine was paid : see 
D~mosthen. cont. Timokrat. c. 46, p. 762 R. 

1 See Boeckh, Public Economy of Athens, b. iii. ch. IJ, p. 390 Engl. 
Trans!. (vol. i. p. 420 Germ.); Meier und Schomann, Attisch. Prozess, p. 
744- Dr. Thirlwall takes a different view of this point, with which I 
cannot concur (Hist. Gr. vol. iii. Append. II. p. 488) ; though his ~eneral 
1:emarks on the trial of Miltiades are just and appropriate (ch. xiv. p. 
27J). 

Cornelius Nepos (Miltiades, c. 8; Kimon, c. 3) says that the misconduct 
connected with Paros was only a pretence with the Athenians for punishing 
Miltiades; their real motive (he affirms) was envy and fear, the same 
feelings which dictated the ostracism of Kimon. How little there is to 
justify this fancy, may be seen even from the nature of the punishment 
inflicted. Fear would have prompted them to send away or put to death 
Miltiad~s, not to fine him. The ostracism, which was dictated by fear, was 
a temporary banishment. 

2 The interval between his trial and his decease is expressed in Herodotus 
(vi. I36) by the difference between the present participle <T7J11:op.ivov and the 
past participle tra.11:evros Tov ,U7Jpov. 
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carry away the suffering general in his couch, incapable of 
raising himself even to plead for his own life, from the 
presence of the dikasts to a prison-would not only have been 
a needless severity, but could hardly have failed to imprint 
itself on the sympathies and the memory of all the beholders ; 
so that Herodotus would have been likely to hear and mention 
it, if it had really occurred. I incline to believe therefore that 
Miltiades died at home. All accounts concur in stating that 
he died of the mortal bodily hurt which already disabled him 
even at the moment of his trial, and that his son Kimon paid 
the fifty talents after his death. If he could pay them, probably 
his father could have paid them also. This is an additional 
reason for believing that there was no imprisonment-for 
nothing but non-payment could have sent him to prison; and 
to rescue the suffering Miltiades from being sent thither, would 
have been the first and strongest desire of all sympathising 
friends. 

Thus closed the life of the conqueror of Marathon. The 
last act of it produces an impression so mournful, and even 
shocking-his descent, from the pinnacle of glory, to defeat, 
mean tampering with a temple-servant, mortal bodily hurt, 
undefended ignominy, and death under a sentence of heavy 
fine, is so abrupt and unprepared-that readers, ancient and 
modern, have not been satisfied without finding some one to 
blame for it: we must except Herodotus, our original authority, 
who recounts the transaction without dropping a hint of blame 
against any one. To speak ill of the people, as Machiavel has 
long ago observed,l is a strain in which every one at all times, 
even under a democratical government, indulges with impunity 
and without provoking any opponent to reply. In this instance, 
the hard fate of Miltiades has been imputed to the vices of the 
Athenians and their democracy-it has been cited in proof, 
partly of their fickleness, partly of their ingratitude. But 
however such blame may serve to lighten the mental sadness 
arising from a series of painful facts, it will not be found 
j'1stified if we apply to those facts a reasonable criticism. 

What is called the fickleness of the Athenians on this 
occasion is nothing more than a rapid and decisive change in 
their est.imation of Miltiades ; unbounded admiration passing 
at once mto extreme wrath. To censure them for fickleness is 

1 Machiavel, Discorsi sopra Tito Livio, cap. 58. "L' opinione con1:ro 
ai p.1poli nasce, perche dei popoli ciascun dice male senza paura, e Iibera· 
monte ancora mentre che regnano: dei principi si parla sempre con mille 
timori e mille rispetti.'' 
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here an abuse of terms ; such a change in their opinion was 
the unavoidable result of his conduct. His behaviour in the 
expedition of Paras was as reprehensible as at Marathon it had 
been meritorious, and the one succeeded immediately after the 
other: what else could ensue except an entire revolution in the 
Athenian feelings? He had employed his prodigious as­
<::endency over their minds to induce them to follow him 
without knowing whither, in the confidence of an unknown 
booty : he had exposed their lives and wasted their substance 
in wreaking a private grudge : in addition to the shame or an 
unprincipled project, comes the constructive shame of not 
having succeeded in it. Without doubt, such behaviour, com­
ing from a man whom they admired to excess, must have 
produced a violent and painful revulsion in the feelings of his 
countrymen. The idea of having lavished praise and confid­
ence upon a person who forthwith turns it to an unworthy 
purpose, is one of the greatest torments of the human bosom ; 
and we may easily understand that the intensity of the sub­
sequent displeasure would be aggravated by this reactionary 
sentiment without accusing the Athenians of fickleness. If an 
officer, whose conduct had been such as to merit the highest 
encomiums, comes on a sudden to betray his trust, and 
manifests cowardice or treachery in a new and important 
undertaking confided to him, are we to treat the general in 
command as fickle, because his opinion as well as his conduct 
undergoes an instantaneous revolution-which will be all the 
more vehement in proportion to his previous esteem? The 
question to be determined is, whether there be sufficient ground 
for such a change; and in the case of Miltiades, that question 
must be answered in the affirmative. 

In regard to the charge of ingratitude against the Athenians, 
this last-mentioned point-sufficiency of reason-stands tacitly 
admitted. It is conceded that Miltiades deserved punishment 
for his conduct in reference to the Parian expedition, but it is 
nevertheless maintained that gratitude for his previous sen·ices 
at Marathon ought to have exempted him from punishment. 
But the sentiment, upon which, after all, this exculpation rests, 
will not bear to be drawn out and stated in the form of a 
cogent or justifying reason. For will any one really contend, 
that a man who has rendered great services to the public, is to 
receive in return a licence of unpunished misconduct for the 
future? Is the general, who has earned applause by eminent 
skill and important victories, to be recompensed by being 
allowed the liberty of betraying his trust afterwards, and 
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exposing his country to peril, without censure or penalty? 
This is what no one intends to vindicate deliberately ; yet a 
man must be prepared to vindicate it, when he blames the 
Athenians for ingratitude towards Miltiades. For if all that be 
meant is, that gratitude for previous services ought to pass, 
not as a receipt in full for subsequent crime, but as an extenu­
ating circumstance in the measurement of the penalty, the 
answer is, that it was so reckoned in the Athenian treatment of 
Miltiades.l His friends had nothing whatever to urge, against 
the extreme penalty proposed by his accuser, except these 
previous services-which influenced the dikasts sufficiently to 
induce them to inflict the lighter punishment instead of the 
heavier. Now the whole amount of punishment inflicted 
consisted in a fine which certainly was not beyond his reason­
able means of paying, or of prevailing upon friends to pay for 
him-since his son Kimon actually did pay it. Those who 
blame the Athenians for ingratitude, unless they are prepared 
to maintain the doctrine, that previous services are to pass as 
full acquittal for future crime, have no other ground left except 
to say that the fine was too high ; that instead of being fifty 
talents, it ought to have been no more than forty, thirty, twenty, 
or ten talents. Whether they are right in this, I will not take 

1 Machiavel will not even admit so much as this, in the clear and forcible 
stat-ement which he gives of the question here alluded to: he contends that 
the man who has rendered services ought to be recompensed for them, but 
that he ought to be punished for subsequent crime jnst as if the previous 
services had not been rendered. He lays down this position in discussing 
the conduct of the Romans towards the victorious survivor of the three 
Horatii, after the battle with the Curiatii-" Erano stati i meriti di Orazio 
grandissimi, avendo con !a sua virtu vinti i Curiazi. Era stato il fallo suo 
atroce, avendo morto !a sorella. Nondimeno dispiacque tanto tale omicidio 
ai Romani, che lo condussero a disputare della vita, non ostante che gli 
meriti suoi fussero tanto grandi e si freschi. La qual cosa, a chi snper­
ficialmente !a considerasse, parrebbe uno esempio d'ingratitudine popolare . 
.!\" ondimeno chi lo esaminera meglio, e con migliore considerazione 
ricerchera quali debbono essere gli' ordini delle republiche, biasimera que\ 
popolo piuttosto per averlo assoluto, che per averlo voluto condannare: e 
Ia ragione e questa, che nessuna republica bene ordinata, non mai can­
cello i demeriti con gli meriti dei suoi cittadini : rna avendo ordinati i premi 
ad una buona opera, e Ie pene ad una cattiva, ed avendo premiato uno per 
aver bene operato, se que! medesimo opera dipoi male, lo gastiga senza 
a vere riguardo a leu no aile sue buone opere. E quando questi ordini so no 
be!'le osservati, una c.itta vive Iibera molto tempo : altrimenti sempre 
rovinera presto. Perc hi se, ad U1t cittadt"no che abbi.z .fatto qualche egregia 
opera per !a cittli, si aggiunge oltre alta riputazione, che quella cosa gli 
arreca, u1ta audada e co1zjide1tza di poten stmza temer pena,.far qualche 
opera n01t buona, diventera £n breve tempo tanto insolettle, che s£ risolvera 
ogni civi!ta. ''-Machiavel, Discorsi sop. Tit. Livio, ch 24. 
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upon me to pronounce : if the amount was named on behalf 
of the accused party, the dikastery had no legal power of 
diminishing it ; but it is within such narrow limits that the 
question actually lies, when transferred from the province of 
sentiment to that of reason. It will be recollected that the 
death of Miltiades arose neither from his trial nor his fine, but 
from the hurt in his thigh. 

The charge of ingratitude against the Athenian popular 
juries really amounts to this-that in trying a person accused 
of present crime or fault, they were apt to confine themselves 
too strictly and exclusively to the particular matter of charge, 
either forgetting; or making too little account of, past services 
which he might have rendered. Whoever imagines that such 
was the habit of Athenian dikasts, must have studied the 
orators to very little purpose. Their real defect was the very 
opposite : they were too much disposed to wander from the 
special issue before them, and to be affected by appeals to 
previous services and conduct.l That which an accused 
person at Athens usually strives to produce is, an impression 
in the minds of the dikasts favourable to his general character 
and behaviour: of course he meets the particular allegation of 
his accuser as well as he can, but he never fails also to remind 
them emphatically, how well he has performed his general 
duties of a citizen-how many times he has served in military 
expeditions-how many trierarchies and liturgies he has per­
formed, and performed with splendid efficiency. In fact, the 
claim of an accused person to acquittal is made to rest too 
much on his prior services, and too little upon innocence or 
justifying matter as to the particular indictment. When we 
come down to the time of the orators, I shall be prepared to 
show that such indisposition to confine themselves to a special 
issue was one of the most serious defects of the assembled 
dikasts at Athens. It is one which we should naturally expect 
from a body of private, non-professional citizens assembled for 

1 Machiavel, in the twenty-ninth chapter of his Discorsi sopra T. Livio, 
examines the question, "Which of the two is more open to the charge of 
being ungrateful-a popular government or a king ? " he thinks that the 
latter is more op~n to it. Compa1e chap. 59 of the same work, where he 
ao-a.in supports a simi!a.r opinion, 
~M. Sismondi also observes, in speaking of the long attachment of the 

city of Pisa to the cause of the Emperors and to the Ghibelin party-" Pise 
montra dans plus d'une occasion, par sa constance a supporter Ia cause des 
empereurs au milieu des revers, combien Ja reconnaissance lie un peuple 
libre d'une maniere plus puissante et plus durable qu'elle ne sauroit lier le 
peuple gouverne par un seul homme."-(Histoire des Republ. Italiennes, 
ch. xiii. t. ii. p. 302.) 
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the occasion-and which belongs more or less to the system 
of jury-trial everywhere ; but it is the direct reverse of that 
ingratitude, or habitual insensibility to prior services, for which 
they have been so often denounced. 

The fate of Miltiades, then, so far from illustrating either the 
fickleness or the ingratitude of his countrymen, attests their 
just appreciation of deserts. It also illustrates another moral, 
of no small importance to the right comprehension of Grecian 
affairs ;-it teaches us the painful lesson, how perfectly madden­
ing were the effects of a copious draught of glory on the 
temperament of an enterprising and ambitious Greek. There 
can be no doubt, that the rapid transition, in the course of 
about one week, from Athenian terror before the battle to 
Athenian exultation after it, must have produced demonstrations 
towards Miltiades such as were never paid towards any other 
man in the whole history of the commonwealth. Such un­
measured admiration unseated his rational judgement. His 
mind became abandoned to the reckless impulses of insolence, 
and antipathy, and rapacity ;-that distempered state, for which 
(according to Grecian morality) the retributive Nemesis was 
ever on the watch, and which in his case she visited with a 
judgement startling in its rapidity as well as terrible in its 
amount. Had Miltiades been the same man before the battle 
of Marathon as he became after it, the battle might probably 
have turned out a defeat instead of a victory. Demosthenes 
indeed,! in speaking of the wealth and luxury of political 
leaders in his own time, and the profuse rewards bestowed 
upon them by the people, pointed in contrast to the house of 
:\Iiltiades as being noway more splendid than that of a private 
man. But though Miltiades might continue to live in a modest 
establishment, he received from his countrymen marks of 
admiration and deference such as were never paid to any 
citizen before or after him ; and, after all, admiration and 
deference constitute the precious essence of popular reward. 
~ o man except Miltiades ever dared to raise his voice in the 
Athenian assembly, and say-" Give me a fleet of ships: do 
not ask what I am going to do with them, but only follow me, 
and I will enrich you." Herein we may read the unmeasured 
confidence which the Athenians placed in their victorious 
general, and the utter incapacity of a leading Greek to bear it 
without mental depravation; while we learn from it to draw 
the melancholy inference, that one result of success was to 
make the successful leader one of the most dangerous men in 

1 Demosthenes, Olynth. III. c. 9, p. 35 R. 
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the community. We shall presently be called upon to observe 
the same tendency in the case of the Spartan Pausanias, 
and even in that of the Athenian Themistokles. 

It is indeed fortunate that the reckless aspirations of 
Miltiades did not take a turn more noxious to Athens than the 
comparatively unimportant enterprise against Paros. For had 
he sought to acquire dominion and gratify antipathies against 
enemies at home, instead of directing his blow against a 
Parian enemy, the peace and security of his country might 
have been seriously endangered. Of the despots who gained 
power in Greece, a considerable proportion began by popular 
conduct and by rendering good service to their fellow-citizens : 
having first earned public gratitude, they abused it for purposes 
of their own ambition. There was far greater danger, in a 
Grecian community, of dangerous excess of gratitude towards a 
victorious soldier, than of deficiency in that sentiment. The 
person thus exalted acquired a position such that the community 
found it difficult afterwards to shake him off. Now there is a 
disposition almost universal among writers and readers to side 
with an individual, especially an eminent individual, against 
the multitude. Accordingly those who under such circum­
stances suspect the probable abuse of an exalted position, are 
denounced as if they harboured an unworthy jealousy of 
superior abilities ; but the truth is, that the largest analogies of 
the Grecian character justified that suspicion, and required the 
community to take precautions against the corrupting effects of 
their own enthusiasm. There is no feature which more largely 
pervades the impressible Grecian character, than a liability to 
be intoxicated and demoralised by success : there was no fault 
from which so few eminent Greeks were free : there was hardly 
any danger, against which it was at once so necessary and so 
difficult for the Grecian governments to take security-especially "\ 
the democracies, where the manifestations of enthusiasm were 
always the loudest. Such is the real explanation of those 
charges which have been urged against the Grecian demo­
cracies, that they came to hate and ill-treat previous benefactors. 
The history of Miltiades illustrates it in a manner no less 
pointed than painful. 

I have already remarked that the fickleness, which has been 
so largely imputed to the Athenian democracy in their dealings 
with him, is nothing more than a reasonable change of opinion 
on the best grounds: nor can it be said that fickleness was in 
any case an attribute of the Athenian democracy. It is a 
well-known fact, that feelings, or opinions, or modes of judging, 
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which have once obtained footing among a large number of 
people, are more lasting and unchangeable than those which 
belong only to one or a few; insomuch that the judgements 
and actions of the many admit of being more clearly under­
stood as to the past, and more certainly predicted as to the 
future. If we are to predicate any attribute of the multitude, 
it will rather be that of undue tenacity than undue fickleness. 
There will occur nothing in the course of this history to prove 
that the Athenian people changed their opinions, on insufficient 
grounds, more frequently than an unresponsible one or few 
would have changed. 

But there were two circumstances in the working of the 
Athenian democracy which imparted to it an appearance of 
greater fickleness, without the reality :-First, that the manifest­
ations and changes of opinion were all open, undisguised, and 
noisy : the people gave utterance to their present impression, 
whatever it was, with perfect frankness ; if their opinions were 
really changed, they had no shame or scruple in avowing it : 
Secondly-and this is a point of capital importance in the 
working of democracy generally-the present impression, 
whatever it might be, was not merely undisguised in its mani­
festations, but also had a tendency to be exaggerated in its 
intensity. This arose from their habit of treating public affairs 
in multitudinous assemblages, the well-known effect of which 
is, to inflame sentiment in every man's bosom by mere contact 
with a sympathising circle of neighbours. Whatever the 
sentiment might be, fear, ambition, cupidity, wrath, compassion, 
piety, patriotic devotion, &c. ; 1 and whether well-founded or 
ill-founded-it was constantly influenced more or less by such 
i'1tensifying cause. This is a defect which of course belongs in 

1 This is the general truth, which ancient authors often state, both 
partiaJ:y, and in exaggerated terms as to degree :-" Hrec est natura 
multitudinis (says Livy) ; aut humiliter servit aut super be dominatur." 
Again, Tacitus-" Nihil in vulgo modicum; terrere, ni paveant; ubi 
pcrtimuerfnt, impune contemni." (Annal. i. 29.) Herodotus, iii. Sr. w6<iH 
Of ~a oi),uos) l,u .... rii'PV 'T~ 7rpf!-y,uaTa if.v<u v&ou, X<tp.appcp 7r0Ta,urp tiCEAos. 

It is remarkable that Aristotle, in his Politica, takes little or no notice of 
•his attribute belonging to every nuinetous :1•sembly. He seems rather to 
reason as if the aggregate intelligence of the multitude was represented by 
the sum total of each man's separate intelligence in all the individuals 
composing it (Polit. iii. 6, 4, IO, 12), just as the property of the multitude, 
taken collectively, would be greater than that of the few rich. He takes 
r.o notice of the difference between a number of individuals judging jointly 
and judging separately : I do not indeed observe that such omission leads 
!rim into any positive mistake, but it occurs in some cases calculated to 
surprise us, and where the difference here adverted to is important to 
notice : see Politic. iii. ro, 5, 6. 
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a certain degree to all exercise of power by numerous bodies, 
even though they be representative bodies-especially when 
the character of the people, instead of being comparatively 
sedate and slow to move, like the English, is quick, impressible, 
and fiery, like Greeks or Italians; but it operated far more 
powerfully on the self-acting Demos assembled in the Pnyx. 
It was in fact the constitutional malady of the democracy, of 
which the people were themselves perfectly sensible-as I shall 
show hereafter from the securities which they tried to provide 
against it-but which no securities could ever wholly eradicate. 
Frequency of public assemblies, far from aggravating the evil, 
had a tendency to lighten it. The people thus became 
accustomed to hear and balance many different views as 
a preliminary to ultimate judgement; they contracted personal 
interest and esteem for a numerous class of dissentient speakers; 
and they even acquired· a certain practical consciousness of 
their own liability to error. Moreover the diffusion of habits 
of public speaking, by means of the sophists and the rhetors, 
whom it has been so much the custom to disparage, tended 
in the same direction-to break the unity of sentiment among 
the listening crowd, to multiply separate judgements, and to 
neutralise the contagion of mere sympathising impulse. These 
were important deductions, still further assisted by the superior 
taste and intelligence of the Athenian people: but still the 
inherent malady remained-excessive and misleading intensity 
of present sentiment. It was this which gave such inestimable 
value to the ascendency of Perikles, as depicted by Thucy­
dides : his hold on the people was so firm, that he could 
always speak with effect against excess of the reigning tone of 
feeling. "When Perikles (says the historian) saw the people 
in a state of unseasonable and insolent confidence, he spoke 
so as to cow them into alarm ; when again they were in 
groundless terror, he combated it, and brought them back to 
confidence." 1 We shall find Demosthenes, with far inferior 
ascendency, employed in the same honourable task. The 
Athenian people often stood in need of such correction, but 
unfortunately did not always find statesmen, at once friendly 
and commanding, to administer it. 

These two attributes, then, belonged to the Athenian demo­
cracy ; first, their sentiments of every kind were manifested 
loudly and openly; next, their sentiments tended to a pitch 

1 Thucyd. ii. 65. '01rOTE ')'OVV a1<Tilo<TO .,., av-roos ?l"apit t<a<pov 15/3p€1 
f!ap<Tovv-ras, AE'YWV t<a·drrA.'r)O'<TEP .,.&l\tP ~.,.t 1"0 <J>ofle'irriJru. t<al OEO<OTaS ao 
<I:A.orws clntf(a8[rrr1J 1rd.A.w ~.,.t TO 8aprrel:v. 
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of great present intensity. Of course, therefore, when they 
changed, the change of sentiment stood prominent and forced 
itself upon every one's notice-being a transition from one 
strong sentiment past to another strong sentiment present.1 

And it was because such alterations, when they did take place, 
stood out so palpably to remark, that the Athenian people ha':e 
drawn upon themselves the imputation of fickleness : for it 1s 
not at all true (I repeat) that changes of sentiment were more 
frequently produced in them by frivolous or insufficient causes, 
than changes of sentiment in other governments. 

CHAPTER XXXVII 

IONIC PHILOSOPHERS-PYTHAGORAS-KROTON AND SYBARIS 

THE history of the powerful Grecian cities in Italy and Sicily, 
between the accession of Peisistratus and the battle of 
Marathon, is for the most part unknown to us. Phalaris, 
despot of Agrigentum in Sicily, made for himself an un­
enviable name during this obscure interval. His reign seems 
to coincide in time with the earlier part of the rule of Peisi­
stratus (about 560-540 B.C.), and the few and vague statements, 
which we find respecting it,2 merely show us that it was a 
period of extortion and cruelty, even beyond the ordinary 
licence of Grecian despots. The reality of the hollow bull of 
brass, which Phalaris was accustomed to heat in order to shut 
up his victims in it and burn them, appears to be better 
authenticated than the nature of the story would lead us to 
presume. For it is not only noticed by Pindar, but even the 

1 Such swing of the mind, from one intense feeling to another, is always 
deprecated by the Greek moralists, from the earliest to the latest : even 
Demokritus, in the fifth century B. c., admonishes against it-Ai ~" fwyd.J\wv 
OtaCTTrtf.J.&TwJ' Kwe6p.evat TWv tf!vxi;w olJ-re eVqraOEes eld'"l.v, oiJre EiJ8u~-tot. 
(Democriti Fragmenta, lib. iii. p. 168, ed. Mullach ap. Stobreum, Florileg. 
i. 40.) 

2 The letters of Bentley against Boyle, discussing the pretended Epistles 
of Phalaris-full of acuteness and learning, though beyond measure excur­
sive-are quite sufficient to teach us that little can be safely asserted about 
Phalaris. His date is very imperfectly ascertained. Compare Bentley, 
pp. 82, 83, and Seyfert, Akragas und sein Gebiet, p. 6o : the latter assigns 
the reign of Pha!aris to the years 570-554 B.C. It is surprising to see 
Seyfert citing the letters of the pseudo·Phalaris as an authority, after the 
exposure of Bentley. 
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actual instrument of this torture-the brazen bull itselfl­
which had been taken away from Agrigentum as a trophy by 
the Carthaginians n hen they captured the town, was restored 
by the Romans, on the subjugation of Carthage, to its original 
domicile. Phalaris is said to have acquired the supreme 
command by undertaking the task of building a great temple 2 

to Zeus Polieus on the citadel rock ; a pretence, whereby he 
was enabled to assemble and arm a number of workmen and 
devoted partisans, whom he employed, at the festival of the 
Thesmophoria, to put down the authorities. He afterwards 
disarmed the citizens by a stratagem, and committed cruelties 
which rendered him so abhorred, that a sudden rising of the 
people, headed by Telemachus (ancestor of the subsequent 
despot Theron), overthrew and slew him. A severe revenge 
was taken on his partisans after his fali.B 

During the interval between 540-soo B.c., events of much 
importance occurred among the Italian Greeks-especially at 
Kroton and Sybaris-events, unhappily, very imperfectly 
handed down. Between these two periods fall both the war 
between Sybaris and Kroton, and the career and ascendency of 
Pythagoras. In connexion with this latter name, it will be 
requisite to say a few words respecting the other Grecian 
philosophers of the sixth century B.c. 

I have, in a former chapter, noticed and characterised those 
distinguished persons called the Seven Wise Men of Greece, 
whose celebrity falls in the first half of this century-men not 
so much marked by scientific genius as by practical sagacity 
and foresight in the appreciation of worldly affairs, and enjoying 
a high degree of political respect from their fellow-citizens. 
One of them, however, the Milesian Thales, claims our notice, 
not only on this ground, but also as the earliest known name 
in the long line of Greek scientific investigators. His life, 
nearly contemporary with that of Solon, belongs seemingly to 

1 Pindar. Pyth. I ad .fin. with the Scholia, p. 310, ed. Boeckh; Poly b. 
xii. 25 ; Diodor. xiii. 99; Cicero cont. Verr. iv. 33. The contradiction 
of Timreus is noway sufficient to make us doubt the authenticity of the 
story. Ebert (l<t<<A.iwv, part ii. p. 41--84, Konigsberg, 1829) collects all 
the authorities about the bull of Phalaris. He believes the matter of fact 
substantially. Aristotle (Rhetoric, ii. 20) tells a story of the fable whereby 
Stesichorus the poet dissuaded the inhabitants of Himera from granting 
a guard to Phalaris: Conon (Narrat. 42 ap. Photium) recounts the same 
story with the name of Hiero substituted for that of Phalaris. But it is 
not likely that either the one or the other could ever have been in such 
relations with the citizens of Himera. Compare Polybius, vii.:7, 2. 

2 Polyren. v. I, I ; Cicero, de Officiis, ii. 7. 
8 Plutarch, Philosophand. cum Principibus, c. 3, p. 778. 
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the interval about 64o-sso B.C.: the stories mentioned in 
Herodotus (perhaps borrowed in part from the Milesian 
Hekatreus) are sufficient to show that his reputation, for 
wisdom as well as for science, continued to be very great, even 
a century after his death, among his fellow-citizens. And he 
marks an important epoch in the progress of the Greek mind, 
as having been the first man to depart both in letter and spirit 
from the Hesiodic Theogony, introducing the conception of 
substances with their transformations and sequences, in place 
of that string of persons and quasi-human attributes which had 
animated the old legendary world. He is the father of what is 
called the Ionic philosophy, which is considered as lasting from 
his time down to that of Sokrates. Writers ancient as well as 
modern have professed to trace a succession of philosophers, 
each one the pupil of the preceding, between these two extreme 
epochs. But the appellation is in truth undefined and even 
incorrect, since nothing entitled to the name of a school, or 
sect, or succession (like that of the Pythagoreans, to be noticed 
;)resently) can be made out. There is indeed a certain general 
analogy in the philosophical vein of Thales, Hippo, Anaxi­
menes, and Diogenes of Apollonia, whereby they all stand 
distinguished from Xenophanes of Elea, and his successors the 
Eleatic dialecticians Parmenides and Zeno; but there are also 
material differences between their respective doctrines-no two 
of them holding the same. And if we look to Anaximander 
(the person next in order of time to Thales), as well as to 
Herakleitus, we find them departing in a great degree even 
from that character which all the rest have in common, though 
both the one and the other are usually enrolled in the list of 
Ionic philosophers. 

Of the old legendary and polytheistic conception of nature, 
wi1ich Thales partially discarded, we may remark that it is a 
stace of the human mind in which the problems suggesting 
the'l1selves to be solved, and the machinery for solving them, 
bear a fair proportion one to the other. If the problems be 
vast, indeterminate, confused, and derived rather from the 
hopes, fears, love, hatred, astonishment, &c., of men, than 
from any genuine desire of knowledge-so also does the 
rece:ved be:ief supply invisible agents in unlimited number 
and with every variety of power and inclination. The means of 
explaPation are thus multiplied and diversified as readily as the 
phrenomena to be explained. Though no event or state which 
has not yet occurred can be predicted, there is little difficulty 
in rendering a plausible account of everything which has 



90 History of Greece 
occurred in the past-of any and all things alike. Cosmogony, 
and the prior ages of the world, were conceived as a sort of 
personal history with intermarriages, filiation, quarrels, and 
other adventures, of these invisible agents ; among whom some 
one or more were assumed as unbegotten and self-existent­
the latter assumption being a difficulty common to all systems 
of cosmogony, and from which even this flexible and expansive 
hypothesis is not exempt. Now when Thales disengaged 
Grecian philosophy from the old mode of explanation, he did 
not at the same time disengage it from the old problems and 
matters propounded for inquiry. These he retained, and 
transmitted to his successors, as vague and vast as they were 
at first conceived ; and so they remained, though with some 
transformations and modifications, together with many new 
questions equally insoluble, substantially present to the Greeks 
throughout their whole history, as the legitimate problems for 
philosophical investigation. But these problems, adapted only 
to the old elastic system of polytheistic explanation and omni­
present personal agency, became utterly disproportioned to any 
impersonal hypotheses such as those of ThaH~s and the philo­
sophers after him-whether assumed physical laws, or plausible 
moral and metaphysical dogmas, open to argumentative attack, 
and of course requiring the like defence. To treat the visible 
world as a whole, and inquire when and how it began, as well 
as into all its past changes-tci discuss the first origin of men, 
animals, plants, the sun, the stars, &c.-to assign some compre­
hensive reason why motion or change in general took place in 
the universe-to investigate the destinies of the human race, 
and to lay down some systematic relation between them and 
the gods-all these were topics admitting of being conceived 
in many different ways, and set forth with eloquent plausibility ; 
but not reducible to any solution resting on scientific evidence 
or commanding steady adherence under a free scrutiny.1 

At the time when the power of scientific investigation was 
scanty and helpless, the problems proposed were thus such as 

1 The less these problems are adapted for rational solution, the more 
nobly do they present themselves in the language of a great poet : see 
as a specimen, Euripides, Fragment ror, ed. Dindorf-

•oAfjtor; Ouns rl,s i.crropla.~ 
.,Euxe ,.vit'frrutv, 1.1.:1}n 1rOA.L7Wv 
"Ew~ 11'1]p..OCJ'VVTh IJ.'rjT' ¢[S J..O.{KOtl~ 
nptite:ts Qpp..&w· 
~AAA' c:i.Da.vAnn' ~t.afJopWv 4>V(J'E£1)'i 
K6<Tp..ov t.iy;i"pw, n-lj Te <TVV€(T'T11 

Kcx.l ~1MJ Ka.i, Orrw~. 
To~s 8€ TowV"-rot~ oVStftro'T~ o.lO)(PWv 
.. .Epywv J&eAl'itjfJ.O. 7T'pou£Set. 



Ionic Philosophers 
to lie out of the reach of science in its largest compass. 
Gradually indeed subjects more special and limited, and upon 
which experience or deductions from experience could be 
brought to bear, were added to the list of qua:sila, and 
examined with profit and instruction. But the old problems, 
with new ones alike unfathomable, were never eliminated, and 
always occupied a prominent place in the philosophical world. 
~ow it was this disproportion, between questions to be solved 
and means of solution, which gave rise to that conspicuous 
characteristic of Grecian philosophy-- the antagonist force of 
S'1spensive scepticism, passing in some minds into a broad 
negation of the attainability of general truth-which it 
nourished from its beginning to its end; commencing as early 
as Xenophanes, continuing to manifest itself seven centuries 
afterwards in h:nesidemus and Sextus Empiricus, and including 
in the interval between these two extremes some of the most 
powerful intellects in Greece. The present is not the time for 
considering these Sceptics, who bear an. unpopular name, and 
have not often been fairly appreciated; the more so, as it 
of:en suited the purpose of men themselves more than half 
sc~ptical, like Sokrates and Plato, to denounce professed 
scepticism with indignation. But it is essential to bring them 
into notice at the first spring of Grecian philosophy under 
Thales, because the circumstances were then laid which so soon 
afterwards developed them. 

Though the celebrity of Thales in antiquity was great and 
universal, scarcely any distinct facts were known respecting 
him : it is certain that he left nothing in writing. Extensive 
travels in Egypt and Asia are ascribed to him, and as a general 
fact these travels are doubtless true, since no other means of 
acquiring knowledge were then open. At a time when the 
brother of the Lesbian Alb~us was serving in the Babylonian 
army, we may well conceive that an inquisitive Milesian would 
ms1ce his way to that wonderful city wherein stood the temple­
observatory of the Chald8:!an priesthood. How great his 
reputation was in his lifetime, the admiration expressed by his 
you:-1ger contemporary Xenophanes assures us; and Hera­
kleitas, in the next generation, a severe judge of all other 
phi:osophers, spoke of him with similar esteem. To him were 
traced by the Grecian inquirers of the fourth century B.C., the 
first beginnings of geometry, astronomy, and physiology in its 
large and really appropriate sense, the scientific study of nature : 
for the Greek word denoting nature ( tf>va-t> ), first comes into 
comprehensive use about this time (as I have remarked in an 

-
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earlier chapter 1), with its derivatives physics and physiology, 
as distinguished from the thto!ogy of the old poets. Little 
stress can be laid on those elementary propositions in geometry 
which are specified as discovered, or as first demonstrated, by 
Thales-still less upon the solar eclipse respecting which 
(according to Herodotus) he determined beforehand the year 
of occurrence. 2 But the main doctrine of his physiology 
(using that word in its larger Greek sense) is distinctly attested. 
He stripped Oceanus and Tethys, prima::val parents of the gods 
in the Homeric theogony, of their personality, and laid down 
water, or fluid substance, as the single original element from 
which everything came and into which everything returned.3 

The doctrine of one eternal element, remaining always the 
same in its essence, but indefinitely variable in its manifesta­
tions to sense, was thus first introduced to the discussion of the 
Grecian public. We have no means of knowing the reasons by 
which Thales supported this opinion, nor could even Aristotle 
do more than conjecture what they might have been ; but one 
of the statements urged on behalf of it-that the earth itself 
rested on water 4-we may safely refer to the Milesian himself, 
for it would hardly have been advanced at a later age. More­
over Thales is reported to have held, that everything was living 
and full of gods ; and that the magnet, especially, was a living 
thing. Thus the gods, as far as we can pretend to follow 
opinions so very faintly transmitted, are conceived as active 
powers, and causes of changeful manifestation, attached to the 
primreval substance; 5 the universe being assimilated to an 
organised body or system. 

Respecting Hippo-who reproduced the theory of Thales 
with some degree of generalisation, substituting, in place of 
water, moisture, or something common to air and water 6-we 
do not know whether he belonged to the sixth or the fifth century 
B.c.: but both Ana.ximander, Xenophanes, and Pherekydes 

I Vol. ii. ch. xvi. 
~ Diogen. Laert. i. 23; Herodot. i. 75; Apuleius, Florid. iv. p. 

144, Bip. 
Pmclus, in his Commentary on Euclid, specifies several propositions 

said to have been discovered by Thales (Brandis, Handbuch der Gr. 
Philos. ch. xxviii. p. IIo). 

$ Aristotel. Metaphys. i. 3; Plutarch, Placit. Phi los. i. 3, p. 87 S· f>• l~ 
IJ8o;-ros <f>wrl?rctP-ra Eivat, Kd .Zs ffifwp 1rclv-ro; ctvai\VE<Ttlat. 

4 Aristotel. ut supra, and De Ccelo, ii. I 3. 
6 Atistotel. De Anima, i. 2-5 ; Cicero, De Legg. ii. I I ; Diogen. 

Laert. i. 24. 
6 Aristotel. De Anima, i. 2 ; Alexander Aphrodis, in Aristotel. 

Metaphys. i. 3· 
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belong to the latter half of the sixth century. Anaximander 
the son of Praxiades was a native of Miletus-Xenophanes, a 
native of Kolophon ; the former among the earliest expositors 
of doctrine in prose,l while the latter committed his opinions 
to the old medium of verse. Anaximander seems to have 
taken up the philosophical problem, while he materially altered 
the hypothesis, of his predecessor Thales. Instead of the 
prim::eval fluid of the latter, he supposed a prim::eval principle, 
without any actual determining qualities whatever, but in­
cluding all qualities potentially, and manifesting them in an 
infinite variety from its continually self-changing nature-a 
principle, which was nothing in itself, yet had the capacity of 
producing any and all manifestations, however contrary to each 
other 2-a prim::eval something, whose essence it was to be 
eternally productive of different ph::enomena-a sort of mathe­
matical point, which counts for nothing in itself, but is vigorous 
in generating lines to any extent that may be desired. In 
this manner Anaximander professed to give a comprehensive 
explanation of change in general, or Generation or Destruction 
-how it happened that one sensible thing began and another 
ceased to exist-according to the vague problems which these 
early inquirers were in the habit of setting to themselves.s He 

1 Apollodorus, in the second century B.c., had before him some brief 
expository treatises of Anaximander (Diogen. Laert. ii. z): Ilepl <l>v<rews, 
ri)s IIeplo~ov, Il<pl 'TOJV 'A1rll.avwv !Cal }i.<f>alpav ICctl all.ll.ct 'Ttv&.. Suidas, v. 
• Ava~lp.avlipos. Themistius, Orat. xxv. p. 3 I 7 : ~erlpprwe 'll'pwTos <tv t<rp.ev 
'Eli.A{jvwv 71.6-yov t~eveoy~<eiv 1repl <!>6<rews <rvoyoyeoypap.p.evov. 

2 Iremeus, ii. 19 (14), ap. Brandis, Handbuch der Geschichte der 
Griech. Rom. Philos. ch. xxxv. p. 133: "Anaximander hoc quod im­
mensum est, omnium initium subjecit seminaliter habens in semetipso 
omnium genesin, ex quo immensos mundos constare ait." Aristotel. 
Phy,ic. Auscult. iii. 4, p. 203, Bek. oliro "Y(,P p.¢.T1JV aiJTo oYov 'TE eivat 
(ro tt'll'Etpov), oliTE UAA1}ll {nr&px••v abr,P ~6vap.tv, 'll'A1!v &s apxfJv, Aristotle 
subjects this lhretpov to an elaborate discussion, in which he says very 
little more about Anaximander, who appears to have assumed it without 
anticipating discussion or objections. Whether Anaximander called his 
li.'ll'e~pov divine, or god, as Tennemann (Gesch. Philos. i. 2, p. 67) and 
Panzerbieter affirm (ad Diogenis Apolloniat. Fragment. c. 13, p. 16), 
I think doubtful : this is rather an inference which Aristotle elicits from 
his language. Yet in another passage, which is difficult to reconcile, 
Aristotle ascribes to Anaximander the water-doctrine of Thales (Aristotel. 
de Xenophane, p. 975, Bek.). 

Anaximander seems to have followed speculations analogous to that of 
Thales in explaining the first production of the human race (Plutarch. 
Placit. Philos. v. 19, p. 908), and in other matters (ibid. iii. 16, p. 896). 

9 Aristotel. De Generat. et Destruct. c. 3, p. 317, Bek. t, p.all.tura. 
<f>o/3o6,uevot Btenfll.e<rav ol 'll'pw'Tot lf>tll.o<ro</>{J<ravres, 'TO ~" p.1)oevos "Ylve<r8at 
1rpoihrJ.pxovros : compare Physic. Auscultat. i. 4, p. 187, Bek. 
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avoided that which the first philosophers especially dreaded, 
the affirmation that generation could take place out of Nothing; 
yet the prim<X!val Something which he supposed was only dis­
tinguished from Nothing by possessing this very power of 
generation. In his theory he passed from the province of 
physics into that of metaphysics. He first introduced into 
Grecian philosophy that important word which sigpifies a 
Beginning or a Principle,1 and first opened that metaphysical 
discussion, which was carried on in various ways throughout 
the whole period of Grecian philosophy, as to the One and the 
.Many-the Continuous and the Variable-that which exists 
eternally, as distinguished from that which comes and passes 
away in ever-changing manifestations. His physiology or ex­
planation of nature thus conducted the mind into a different 
route from that suggested by the hypothesis of Thales, which 
was built upon physical considerations, and was therefore 
calculated to suggest and stimulate observations of physical 
phrenomena for the purpose of verifying or confuting it-while 
the hypothesis of Anaximander admitted only of being dis­
cussed dialectically, or by reasonings expressed in general 
language ; reasonings, sometimes indeed referring to experience 
for the purpose of illustration, but seldom resting on it-and 
never looking out for it as a necessary support. The physical 
explanation of nature, however, once introduced by Thales,, 
although deserted by Anaximander, was taken up by Anaxi­
menes and others afterwards, and reproduced with many diver­
gencies of doctrine-yet always more or less entangled and per­
plexed with metaphysical additions, since the two departments 
were never clearly parted throughout all Grecian philosophy. 

Of these subsequent physical philosophers I shall speak 
hereafter: at present I confine myself to the thinkers of the 
sixth century B.c., among whom Anaximander stands promi­
nent, not as the follower of Thales, but as the author of an 
hypothesis both new and tending in a different direction. It 
was not merely as the author of this hypothesis, however, that 
Anaximander enlarged the Greek mind and roused the powers 
of thought: we find him also mentioned as distinguished in 
astronomy and geometry. He is said to have been the first to 
establish a sun-dial in Greece, to construct a sphere, and to 
explain the obliquity of the ecliptic j 2 how far such alleged 

1 Siu;plicius in Aristotel. Physic. fol. 6, 32. 1rpw'tos u.V'tos 'Apxhv 
OvQp.cl.11'«S 70 VrtaKE(p.evov. 

s Diogen. Laert. ii. 81, 2. He agreed with ThaMs in maintaining that 
the earth was stationary (Aristotel. de Cc:elo, ii. 13, p. 295, ed. Bek.). 
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authorship really belongs to him, we cannot be certain-but 
there is one step of immense importance which he is clearly 
affirmed to have made. He was the first to compose a treatise 
on the geography of the land and sea within his cognisance, 
and to construct a chart or map founded thereupon-seemingly 
a tablet of brass. Such a novelty, wondrous even to the rude 
and ignorant, was calculated to stimulate powerfully inquisitive 
minds, and from it may be dated the commencement of 
Grecian rational geography-not the least valuable among the 
contributions of this people to the stock of human knowledge. 

Xenophanes of Kolophon, somewhat younger than Anaxi­
mander and nearly contemporary with Pythagoras (seemingly 
from about 57o-48o B.c.), migrated from Kolophon 1 to Zankle 
and Katana in Sicily and Elea in Italy, soon after the time 
when Ionia became subject to the Persians (540-530 B.c.). 
He was the founder of what is called the Eleatic school of 
philosophers-a real school, since it appears that Parmenides, 
Zeno, and Melissus, pursued and developed, in a great degree, 
the train of speculation which had been begun by Xenophanes 
-doubtless with additions and variations of their own, but 
especially with a dialectic power which belongs to the age of 
Perikles, and is unknown in the sixth century B.c. He was the 
author of more than one poem of consi~erable length, one on 
the foundation of Kolophon and another on that of Elea; 
besides his poem on Nature, wherein his philosophical 
doctrines were set forth.2 His manner appears to have been 
controversial and full of asperity towards antagonists. But 
what is most remarkable is the plain-spoken manner in which 
he declared himself against the popular religion, and in which 
he denounced as abominable the descriptions of the gods 
given by Homer and Hesiod. 3 He is said to have contro­
verted the doctrines both of Thales and Pythagoras : this is 
probable enough; but he seems to have taken his start from 
the philosophy of Anaximander-not however to adopt it, but 
to reverse it-and to set forth an opinion which we may call its 
contrary. Nature, in the conception of Anaximander, con­
sisted of a Something having no other attribute except the 
unlimited power of generating and cancelling ph::enomenal 
changes : in this doctrine the Something or Substratum existed 
only in and for those changes, and could not be said to exist at 
all in any other sense: the Permanent was thus merged and 

1 Diogen. Laert. ix, 18. 
~ Diogen. Laert. ix. 22; Stobreus, Eclog. Phys. i. p. 29+ 
3 Sextus Empiricus, adv. Mathern. ix. 193. 
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lost in the V ariable~the One in the Many. Xenophanes laid 
down the exact opposite : he conceived nature as one un­
changeable and indivisible Whole, spherical, animated, endued 
with reason, and penetrated by or indeed identical with God. 
He denied the objective reality of all change, or generation, or 
destruction, which he seems to have considered as only changes 
or modifications in the percipient, and perhaps different in one 
percipient and another. That which exists (be maintained) 
could not have been generated, nor could it ever be destroyed : 
there was neither real generation nor real destruction of any­
thing; but that which men took for such was the change in 
their own feelings and ideas. He thus recognised the Per­
manent without the Variable 1-·the One without the Many. 
And his treatment of the received religious creed was in 
harmony with such physical or metaphysical hypothesis ; for 
while he held the whole of nature to be God, without parts or 
change, he at the same time pronounced the popular gods to 
be entities of subjective fancy, imagined by men after their own 
model : if oxen or lions were to become religious (he added), 
they would in like manner pwvide for themselves gods after 
their respective shapes and characters.2 This hypothesis, 
which seemed to set aside altogether the study of the sensible 
world as a source of knowledge, was expounded briefly, and, as 
it should seem, obscurely and rudely, by Xenophanes; at least 
we may infer thus much from the slighting epithet applied to 
him by Aristotle. 3 But his successors, Parmenides and Zeno, 
in the succeeding century, expanded it considerably, supported 
it with extraordinary acuteness of dialectics, and even super­
added a second part, in which th~ phaonomena of sense­
though considered only as appearances, not partaking in the 

1 Aristot. Metaphys. i. 5, p. 986, Bek. 'S.<vo<J>&v7JS a< -rrpwTOS Tob-ran 
€vluus, oVBfv Ott:~Jacp·hvtQ"EV, oV5E •r-l}s q>Vaews To-6-rwv (-roil ka.'TO. Tbv h6'}'0JJ 
Evbs ual Toil H.:arrO. 'T1JV V.i\1)v) oVOe-rEpa.s ~OLK:€ 81.-ytLv, U.A.A) Els -rOv Oi\.ov oVpa.,(n 
ci,-oJ3A..!1jia;s .,.b ~v dvd </>1J<!L .,.),v 8eov. 

Plutarch. ap. EusebiuU1 Prreparat. Evangel. i. 8. E<votpci.V7JS a€ (j Kol<.O· 
<fJJ.,vws lO!av p.l:v TWa. 030v 7TE?ropeup.fvos Jeal 7rap1]hAaxvLov 1r&.v'Ta.s ll"Cir~ 
"1TpoEtp1Jp.Evovs, oi>Te -yi:vetrtV oii'Te cp8opO.v 0.1ToAEd1fet, O.AA' elvcu Af"jet 'TO ?Tiil 

ciel OJJ.o<Ou. Compare Timon ap. Sext. Empiric. Pyrrh. Hypotyp. i. 224 
225. J.So-y}J.cf.'Tt(t& OE 0 EEva1Jd.V1JS 1rapd. T?ls TWv itAAwv U.7!8pr./;7rwv 1rpoX-{Jl.fiets 
~v elvat 'fO -rrii>', t<a;l T(w O<bv crvp.<f>v~ 'TOtS ?rautv· <lva< oe crcpatpoet'li'h teo 
a'lraei} l<al fLjJ.€T<ti3/1.7JTOIII<al l<.o-y<t<OII (Aristot. de Xenoph. c. 3· P· 977, Bek.) 
'A3uva;-rov tp7]1TtV ( 6 E•vorpdv7]s) elv1u, d 'Tt iuTlv, -y•viu6a<, &c. 

One may xeasonably doubt whether aU the arguments ascribed to Xeno 
phanes in the short but obscure treatise last quoted really belong to him. 

2 Clemens Alexand. Stromat. v. p. 6or, vii. p. 7II. 
3 Aristot. Metaphysic. i. 5, p. 986, Bek. p.tt<p'ov a-ypott<OT<pos. 
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reality of the One Ens-were yet explained by a new physical 
hypothesis; so that they will be found· to exercise great 
influence over the speculatioBs both of Plato and Aristotle. We 
discover in Xenophanes, moreover, a vein of scepticism, and a 
mournful despair as to the attainability of certain lmowledge,1 

which the nature of his philosophy was well-calculated to 
suggest, and in which the syllograph Timon of the third 
century B. c., who seems to have spoken of Xenophanes better 
than of most of the other philosophers, powerfully sympathised. 

The cosmogony of Pherekydes of Syrus, contemporary of 
Anaximander and among the teachers of Pythagoras, seems, 
according to the fragments preserved, a combination of the 
old legendary fancies with Orphic mysticism,2 and probably 
exercised little influence over the subsequent course of Grecian 
philosophy. By what has been said of Thales, Anaximander, 
and Xenophanes, it will be seen that the sixth century B.c. 
witnessed the opening of several of those roads of intellectual 
speculation which the later philosophers pursued further, or at 
least from which they branched off. Before the year soo B.c. 
many interesting questions were thus brought into discussion, 
which Solon, who died about 558 B.c., had never heard of­
just as he may probably never have seen the map of Anaxi­
mander. But neither of these two distinguished men-Anaxi­
mander or Xenophanes-was anything more than a speculative 
inquirer. The third eminent name of this century, of whom I 
am now about to speak-Pythagoras, combined in his character 
disparate elements which require rather a longer development. 

Pythagoras was founder of a brotherhood, originally brought 
together by a religious influence, and with observances 
approaching to monastic peculiarity-working in a direction 
at once religious, political, and scientific, and exercising for 
some time a real political ascendency,-but afterwards banished 
from government and state affairs into a sectarian privacy with 
scientific pursuits, not without however still producing some 
statesmen individually distinguished. Amidst the multitude of 
false and apocryphal statements which circulated in antiquity 
respecting this celebrated man, we find a few important facts 
reasonably attested and deserving credence. He was a native 
of Samos,3 son of an opulent merchant named Mnesarchus,-

1 Xenophan@s, Fr. xiv. ed. Mullach ; Sextus Empiric. adv. Mathe­
maticos, vii. 49-IIO; and Pyrrhon. Hypotyp. i. 224; Plutarch adv. 
ColOt@n. p. II 14: compare Karsten ad Parmenidis Fragmenta, p. 146. 

2 See Brandis, Handbuch der Griech. Rom. Philosophie, ch. xxii. 
3 Herodot. iv. 95· The place of his nativity is certain from Herodotus, 
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or, according to some of his later and more fervent admirers, 
of Apollo : born, as far as we can make out, about the fiftietr 
Olympiad, or 58o B.C. On the many marvels recounted 
respecting his youth it is unnecessary to dwell. Among therr 
may be numbered his wide-reaching travels, said to have bee1 
prolonged for nearly thirty years, to visit the Arabians, th~ 
Syrians, the Phenicians, the Chaldreans, the Indians, and the 
Gallic Druids. But there is reason to believe that he really 
visited Egypt 1-perhaps also Phenicia and Babylon, then 
Chaldrean and independent. At the time when he saw Egypt, 
between s6o-S40 B.C., about one century earlier than Hero­
dotus, it was under Amasis, the last of its own kings, with its 
peculiar native character yet unimpaired by foreign conquest, 
and only slightly modified by the admission during the preced­
ing century of Grecian mercenary troops and traders. The 
spectacle of Egyptian habits, the conversation of the priests, 
and the initiation into various mysteries or secret rites and 
stories not accessible to the general public, may very naturally 
have impressed the mind of Pythagoras, and given him that 
turn for mystic observance, asceticism, and peculiarity of diet 
and clothing, which manifested itself from the same cause 
among several of his contemporaries, but which was not a 
common phrenomenon in the primitive Greek religion. Besides 
visiting Egypt, Pythagoras is also said to have profited by the 
teaching of Thales, of Anaximander, and of Pherekydes of 
Syros : 2 amidst the towns of Ionia he would moreover have an 
opportunity of conversing with many Greek navigators who had 
visited foreign countries, especially Italy and Sicily. His mind 
seems to have been acted upon and impelled by this combined 
stimulus,-partly towards an imaginative and religious vein of 
but even this fact was differently stated by ather authors, who called him 
a Tyrrhenian of Lemnas or Imbros (Porphyry, Vit. Pythag. c. r-ro), a 
Syrian, a Phliasian, &c. 

Cicero (De Repuu. ii. rs : compare Livy, i. r8) censures the chrono· 
logical blunder of those who made Pythagoras the preceptor of Numa · 
which certainly is a remarkable illustration how much confusion prevaile< { 
among literary men of antiquity about the dates of events even of thtj 
sixth century B. c. Ovid follows this story without hesitation: see• 
Metamorph. xv. 6o, with Burmann's note. · 

1 Cicero de Fin. v. 29; Diogen. Laert. viii. 3; Strabo, xiv. p. 638; 
Alexander Polyhistor ap. Cyrill. cont. Julian. iv. p. 128, ed. Spanh. For' 
the vast reach of his supposed travels, see Porphyry, Vit. Pythag. 11; 
Jamblic. 14, seqq. 

The same extens-ive journeys are ascribed to D@mokritus, Diogen. Laert. 
ix. 35· 

2 The connexion of Pythagoras with Pherekydes is noticed by Aristoxenus, 
ap. Diogen. Laert. i. uS, viii. 2; Cicero de Divinat. i. 13. 
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speculation, with a life of mystic observance,-partly towards 
that active exercise, both of mind and body, which the genius 
of an Hellenic community so naturally tended to suggest. 

Of the personal doctrines or opinions of Pythagoras, whom 
we must distinguish from Philolaus and the subsequent 
Pythagoreans, we have little certain knowledge, though doubt­
less the first germ of their geometry, arithmetic, astronomy, &c. 
must have proceeded from him. But that he believed in the 
metempsychosis or transmigration of the souls of deceased men 
into other men as well as into animals, we know, not only by 
O'.her evidence, but also by the testimony of his contemporary, 
the philosopher Xenophanes of Elea. Pythagoras, seeing a 
dog beaten and hearing him howl, desired the striker to desist, 
s:1ying-" It is the soul of a friend of mine, whom I recognised 
by his voice." This-together with the general testimony of 
Herakleitu5r that Pythagoras ·was a man of extensive research 
and acquired instruction, but artful for mischief and destitute 
of sound judgement-is all that we know about him from 
contemporaries. Herodotus, two generations afterwards, wliile 
he conceives the Pythagoreans as a peculiar religious order, 
:ntimates that both Orpheus and Pythagoras had derived the 
doctrine of the metempsychosis from Egypt, but had pre­
tended to it as their own without acknowledgment.1 Pythagoras 

1 Xenophan@s, Fragm. 7, ed. Schneidewin; Diogen. Laert. viii. 36: 
compare Aulus Gellius, iv, II (we must remark that this or a like doctrine 
is not peculiar to Pythagoreans, but believed by the poet Pindar, Olymp. 
ii. 68, and Fragment, Thren. x., as well as by the philosopher Pherekydes, 
Porphyrius de Antro Nympharum, c. 31). 

Kat TroT€ IJ.tV CTTVc{>EA.L,OJ.Livov Ufn5Au..Kot; ?ra.pu5vTa. 
-t>auLv f:'lTot.~~:Tet'pa.t., Ka.l T65e <PciuOo.t Erros­

llo.iluo.t, p:q6€ p&.7nS'· E1rn1} cf>iAov iiv€po-; E<TT~ 
Wvx1-}, ri)v f-yvwv cpeeygo.fLiVl'lt; lx.twv. 

Consult also Sextus Empiricus, viii. 286, as to the ~o1vwvia between gods, 
men, and animals, believed both by Pythagoras and Empedokl~s. That 
Herodotus (ii. 123) alludes to Orpheus and Pythagoras, though refraining 
designedly from mentioning names, there can hardly be any doubt : 
compare ii. Sr ; also Aristotle, de Anima, i. 3· 23. 

The testimony of Herakleitus is contained in Diogenes Laertius, viii. 6, 
ix. I. 'Hpat6\iiros -roilv b <f>uuiKGS p.ouvovoxl "'"P"'"Y' "a.l </>1J<TI' Uu8ayop1JS 
Mv1J<Tdpxou I<T-rop(1JV -!l<TIC'I)<TEV &.v8pcf11rwv p.&.l\.t<Tora 1r&.vorwv, !Cal (KI\.e~&.p.<vos 
Ttdras -rCt.s <TV"'/'}'patpCt.s, f1f'oc.f)ua-ro EavToiJ aocpl11v, 1roi\vp.cr.8l'Y1v, KCl.ICOw 
'T. xvl1JV. Again, llol\.up.a8i1J voov ov fhO&.<TIC«' 'H<Tlooov yap av eoioa~· /Cal 
flv8cx:y0p')}V, ail8ts OE 'S.evocpdv€d T€ Ked ~EKa-ra'i'ov. 

Dr. Thirlwall conceives Xenophan~s as having intended in the passage 
above cited to treat the doctrine of the metempsychosis " with deserved 
ndicule" (Hist. of Greece, ch. xii. vol. ii. p. r62). Religious opinions 
are so apt to appear ridiculous to those who do not believe them, that such 
a suspicion is not unnatural ; yet I think, if Xenophanes had been so 
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combines the character of a sophist (a man of large observation, 
and clever, ascendant, inventive mind-the original sense of the 
word Sophist, prior to the polemics of the Platonic school, and 
the only sense known to Herodotus), 1 with that of an inspired 
teacher, prophet, and worker of miracles,-approaching to and 
sometimes even confounded with the gods,-and employing all 
these gifts to found a new special order of brethren bound 
together by religious rites and observances peculiar to them­
selves. In his prominent vocation, analogous to that of 
Epimenides, Orpheus, or Melampus, he appears as the revealer 
of a mode of life calculated to raise his disciples above the 
level of mankind, and to recommend them to the favour of the 
gods ; the Pythagorean life, like the Orphic life, 2 being intended 
as the exclusive prerogzttive of the brotherhood-approached 
only by probation and initiatory ceremonies, which were 
adapted to select enthusiasts rather than to an indiscriminate 
crowd-imd exacting entire mental devotion to the master.3 

In these lofty pretensions the Agrigentine Empedokles seems 
to have greatly copied him, though with some varieties, about 

disposed, he would have found more ridiculous examples among the many 
which this doctrine might suggest. Indeed it seems hardly possible to 
present the metempsychosis in a more touching or respectable point of 
view than that which the lines of his poem set forth. The particular 
animal selected is that one between whom and man the sympathy is most 
marked and reciprocal, while the doctrine is made to enforce a practical 
lesson against cruelty. 

1 Herodot. i. :Z9, ii. 49, iv. 95· 'EA.i\1ivwv ou -rql .i.r8eveu'l"tbp O"O<f><<tTj) 
nu8a-y&pv. Hippokrates diotinguishes the <tO</><UT1is from the l7)rp6s, though 
both of 'them had handled the subject of medicine-the special from tile 
general habits of investigation. (Hippokrates, llepl apxa!1}s l1}TptKijs, 
c. 20, val. i. p. 6:zo, Littre.) 

2 See Lobeck's learned and valuable treatise, Aglaophamus, Orphica, 
lib. ii. pp. 247, 698, 900; also Plato, Legg. vi. 782, and Euripid. 
Hippo!. 946. 

3 Plato's conception of Pythagoras (Republ. x. p. 60::1) depicts him as 
something not unlike St. Benedict, or St. Francis, (or St. Elias, as some 
Carmelites have tried to make out: see Kuster ad Tamblich. c. 3)-'All.ll.a 
oh, el p.1j IJ1}p.O<t[if, lo['" TUTIII rry<p.W11 ?ra<~El<zs abThs (wv i\J-yerat "0p.7]pos 
")'EVE<rBa.t, ol l~eewov ii'Yd.1rwJ1 E1rl avvouu{'f Kal 'Tat's iHrr€p01.s J06v 'TtVa. {3[ou 
?rap<~ouav 'Op.1]pU<1iv· lfo<t1T<p lluba-y6pas auTOS 'I'E ow.q,ep6v-rws l71'l TOVTtp 
ina1f-h87J, t<al ol i!crnpot ~,.. t<al PUll nu8a-y&petov rpo1T011 brovop.rl(ovns TOV 
{3(ou otaq,aveis '~~'!l liot<ovutv elvat lv -roi.s li.A.i\ots. 

The description of Melampus given in Herodot. ii. 49, very much fills 
up the idea of Pythagoras, as derived from ii. 81-123, and· iv. 95· Pytha· 
goras, as well as Melampus, was said to have pretended to divination and 
prophecy (Cicero, Divinat. i. 3, 46; Porphyr. Vit. Pyth. c. 29: compare 
Krische, De Societate a Pythagora in urbe Crotoniatarum conJita Com­
mentatio, ch. v. p. 72, Gottingen, 1831). 
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blf a century afterwards.1 While Aristotle tells us that the 
Krotoniates identified Pythagoras with the Hyperborean 
Apollo, the satirical Timon pronounced him to have been "a 
juggler of solemn speech, engaged in fishing for men." 2 This 
is the same character, looked at from the different points of 
view of the believer and the unbeliever. There is however 
no reason for regarding Pythagoras as an impostor, because 
experience seems to show, that while in certain ages it is 
not difficult for a man to persuade others that he is inspired, 
it is still less difficult for him to contract the same belief 
himself. 

Looking at the general type of Pythagoras, as conceived by 
witnesses in and nearest to his own age-Xenophanes, Hera­
kleitus, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Isokrates 3-we find in him 
chiefly the religious missionary and schoolmaster, with little of 
the ?olitician. His efficiency in the latter character, originaliy 
suoordinate, first becomes prominent in those glowing fancies 
which the later Pythagoreans communicated to Aristoxenus 
and Dik.earchus. The primitive Pythagoras is inspired by the 
·~ods to reveal a new mode of life 4-the Pythagorean life-and 
to promise divine favour to a select and docile few as the 
recompense of strict ritual obedience, of austere self-control, 
and of laborious training, bodily as well as mental. To speak 

1 Brandis, Handbuch der Geschichte der Griechisch. Rom. Philosophie, 
put i .• <ect. xlvii. p. I9I. 

2 JElian, V. H. ii. 26; Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 3 r, I40; Porphyry, 
Vit. Pyth. c. 20; Diodorus, Fragm. lib. x. vol. iv. p. 56, Wess. :-Timon 
ap. Diogen. Laert. viii. 36; and Plutarch, Numa, c. 8. 

IIv8ayOp1]v -re y61JTO~ O:rroJC.Atv(]..v-r" E1rl 86~av 
0?}p!J br' &.ll8pW1T'wv, uep.vr,yop{7Jr;; bapta"r,Jv • 

.{ Isokrates, Busiris, p. 402, ed. Au;;er. nveay&pas {, ::e&~tws, a</><1<0/LEPOS 
•Is At-1vr.rov, t<al p.a8"lrhs rfiw iepewv 'Y<VOJJ.<Pos, rfw re di\i\7JV </><i\otrocpiav 
r.pW-r~s tf1s ~oVs r.tEAA~vas ~li&p.:crE~ 1eal TCt. 'Jfe~l rCts Oua(as Kal Tc\s U.-yurTelas 
lv rou «poLS hrt<Paveurepov rwv ai\i\wv ?trr.ovoatre. 

Compare Aristotel. Magn. Moralia, i. I, about Pythagoras as an ethical 
teacher. Demokritus, born about 460 B.c., wrote a treatise (now lo:;t) 
respecting Pythagoras, whom he greatly admired : as far as we can jndge, 
it "ould seem that he too must have considered Pythagoras as an ethical 
teacher (Diogen, Laert. ix. 38; Mullach, Democriti Fragmenta, lib. ii. p. 
II}; Cicero de Orator. iii. IS)· 

Jam\)\ich·Js, Vit. Pyth. c. 64, IIS, I5I, I99: see also the idea ascribed 
to Pythcgoras, of divine inspirations coming on men (~r.ir.vo<a r.apCx. roi) 
oat~to>(ov ). Aristoxenus apud Stobreum, Ec!og. Physic. p. 206 ; Diogen. 
La,!rt.. viii. 32. 

~Idners renders it probable that the stories respecting the miraculous 
powers and properties of Pythagoras got into circulation either during h's 
lifetime, or at least not long after his death \Geschichte der Wissenschaften, 
B. iii. vol. i. pp. 504, 505). 
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with confidence of the details of his training, ethical or 
scientific, and of the doctrines which he promulgated, is 
impossible ; for neither he himself nor any of his disciples 
anterior to Philolaus (who was separated from him by about 
one intervening generation) left any memorials in writing.I 
Numbers and lines, studied partly in their own mutual relations, 
partly under various symbolising fancies, presented themselves 
to him as the primary constituent elements of the universe, 
and as a sort of magical key to phrenomena, physical as well 
as moral. Such mathematical tendencies in his teaching, 
expanded by Pythagoreans his successors, and coinciding 
partly also (as has been before stated) with the studies of 
Anaximander and Thales, acquired more and more develop­
ment, so as to become one of the most glorious and profitable 
manifestations of Grecian intellect. Living as Pythagoras did 
at a time when the stock of experience was scanty, the licence 
of hypothesis unbounded, and the process of deduction without 
rule or verifying test-he was thus fort11nate enough to strike 
into that track of geometry and arithmetic, in which, from data 
of experience few, simple, and obvious, an immense field of 
deductive and verifiable investigation may be travelled over. 
We must at the same time remark, however, that in his mind 
this track, which now seems so straightforward and well-defined, 
was clouded by strange fancies which it is not easy to under­
stand, and from which it was but partially cleared by his 
successors. • 

Of his spiritual training much is said, though not upon very 
good authority : we hear of his memorial discipline, his monastic 
self-scrutiny, his employment of music: to soothe disorderly 
passions,2 his long novitiate of silence, his knowledge of 
physiognomy which enabled him to detect even without trial 
unworthy subjects, his peculiar diet, and his rigid care for • 
sobriety as well as for bodily vigour. He is also said to have 

1 Respecting Philolaus, see the valuable colle<:tion of his fragments, and 
commentary on them, by Boeckh (Philolaus des Pythagoreers Leben, 
Berlin, r819). That Philolatts was the first who composed a work on 
Pythagorean science, and thus made it known beyond the limits of the 
brotherhood-among others to Plato-appears well-established (Boeckh, 
Philolaus, p. 22; Diogen. Laert. viii. 15-55; Jamblichus, c. II9l· 
Simmias and Kebes, fellow-disciples of Plato under Sokrates, had held 
intercourse with Philolaus at Thebes (Plato, Phoedon, p. 6r), perhaps about 
420 B.C. The Pythagorean brotherhood had thE:n been dispersed in various 
parts of Greece, though the attachment of its members to each other seems 
to have continued long afterwards. 

2 Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. p. 384, ad fin. Quintilian. Instit. Oratt. 
ix. 4· 
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inculcated abstinence from animal food; a feeling so naturally 
connected with the doctrine of the metempsychosis, that we 
may well believe him to have entertained it, as Empedokles 
also did after him.l It is certain that there were peculiar 
observances, and probably a certain measure of self-denial, 
embodied in the Pythagorean life. Yet on the other hand, it 
seems equally certain that the members of the order cannot 
have been all subjected to the same diet, or training, or studies; 
for Milo the Krotoniate was among 'them,2 the strongest man 
and the unparalleled wrestler of his age-who cannot possibly 
have dispensed with animal food and ample diet (even setting 
aside the tales about his voracious appetite), and is not likely 
to have bent his attention on speculative study. Probably 
Pythagoras did not enforce the same bodily or mental discipline 
on all, or at least knew when to grant dispensations. The 
order, as it first stood under him, consisted of men different 
both in temperament and aptitude, but bound together by 
common religious observances and hopes, common reverence 
for the master, and mutual attachment as well as pride in each 
other's success. It must thus be distinguished from the 
Pythagoreans of the fourth century B.c., who had no com­
munion with wrestlers, and comprised only ascetic, studious 
men, generally recluse, though in some cases rising to political 
distinction. The succession of these Pythagoreans, never very 
numerous, seems to have continued until about 300 B.c., and 
then nearly died out ; being superseded by other schemes of 
philosophy more suited to cultivated Greeks of the age after 
Sokrates. But during the time of Cicero, two centuries after­
wards, the orientalising tendency-then beginning to spread 
over the Grecian and Roman world, and becoming gradually 

1 Empedokles, ap. Aristot. Rhetoric. i. 14, 2 ; Sextus Empiric. ix. 127 ; 
Plutarch, De Esu Carnium, pp. 993, 996, 997 ; where he puts Pythagoras 
and Empedokles together, as having both held the doctrine of the metem­
psychosis, and both prohibited the eating of animal food. Empedokles 
SU] posed that plants had souls, and that the souls of human beings passed 
afkr death into plants as well as into animals. " I have been myself 
h<:retofore (said he) a boy, a girl, a shrub, a bird, and a fish of the sea." 

i)8l} y&.p troT" €y00 yeJ16fL1JV KoVp6i Tf! ~e6p-q Te, 
BO..p.vo<; T•, oiwv6s -re Ka1 E~ Q..\0!> €11:rrvpos i.x8Vs. 

(Diogen. L. viii. 77; Sturz. ad Empedokl. Frag. p. 466.) Pythagoras is 
said to have affirmed that he had been not only Euphorbus in the Grecian 
army before Troy, but also a tradesman, a courtezan, &c., and various 
ot'ler human characters, before his actual existence ; he did not however 
extend the same intercommunion to plants, in any case. 

The abstinence from animal food was an Orphic precept as well as a 
Pythagorean (Aristophan. Ran. I032). 

2 Strabo, vi. p. 263 ; Diogen. L. viii. 40. 
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stronger and stronger-caused the Pythagorean philosophy to 
be again revived. It was revived, too, with little or none of 
its scientific tendencies, but with more than its primitive 
religious and imaginative fanaticism-Apollonius of Tyana 
constituting himself a living copy of Pythagoras. And thus, 
while the scientific elements developed by the disciples of 
Pythagoras had become disjoined from all peculiarity of sect, 
and passed into the gener;tl studious world-the original vein 
of mystic and ascetic fancy belonging to the master, without 
any of that practical efficiency of body and mind which had 
marked his first followers, was taken up anew into the Pagan 
world, along with the disfigured doctrines of Plato. N eo­
Pythagorism, passing gradually into Nco-Platonism, outlasted 
the other more positive and masculine systems of Pagan 
philosophy, as the contemporary and rival of Christianity. A 
large proportion of the false statements concerning Pythagoras 
come from these Neo-Pythagoreans, who were not deterred by 
the want of memorials from illustrating, with ample latitude of 
fancy, the ideal character of the master. 

That an inquisitive man like Pythagoras, at a time when 
there were hardly any books to study, would visit foreign 
countries, and converse with all the Grecian philosophical 
inquirers within his reach, is a matter which we should presume 
even if no one attested it ; and our witnesses carry us very 
little beyond this general presumption. What doctrines he 
borrowed, or from whom, we are unable to discover. But in 
fact his whole life and proceedings bear the stamp of an 
original mind and not of a borrower-a mind impressed both 
with Hellenic and with non-Hellenic habits and religion, yet 
capable of combining the two in a manner peculiar to himself; 
and above all, endued with those talents for religious and 
personal ascendency over others, which told for much more 
than the intrinsic merit of his ideas. We are informed that 
after extensive travels and inquiries he returned to Samos, at 
the age of about forty. He then found his native island under 
the despotism of Polykrates, which rendered it an unsuitable 
place either for free sentiments or for marked individuals. 
Unable to attract hearers, or found any school or brotherhood, 
in his native island, he determined to expatriate; and we may 
presume that at this period (about 535-530 B.c.) the recent 
subjugation of Ionia by the Persians was not without influence 
on his determination. The trade between the Asiatic and 
the Italian Greeks-and even the intimacy between Miletus 
and Knidus on the one side, and Sybaris and Tarentum on the 
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other-had been great and of long standing, so that there 
was more than one motive to determine him to the coast of 
Italy; in which direction also his contemporary Xenophanes, 
the founder of the Eleatic school of philosophy, emigrated 
seemingly about the same time-from Kolophon to Zankle, 
Katana and Elea.l 

Kroton and Sybaris were at this time in their fullest pros­
perity-among the first and most prosperous cities of the 
Hellenic name. To the former of the two Pythagoras directed 
his course. A Council of One Thousand persons, taken from 
among the heirs and representatives of the principal proprietors 
at its first foundation, was here invested with the supreme 
authority : in what manner the executive offices were filled, we 
have no information. Besides a great extent of power, and a 
numerous population, the large mass of whom had no share in 
the political franchise, Kroton stood at this time distinguished 
for two things-the general excellence of the bodily habit of 
the citizens, attested in part by the number of conquerors 
furnished to the Olympic games-and the superiority of its 
physicians or surgeons.2 These two points were in fact greatly 
connected with each other; for the therapeutics of the day 
consisted not so much of active remedies as of careful diet and 
regimen; while the trainer, who dictated the life of an athlete 
during his long and fatiguing preparation for an Olympic 
contest-and the professional superintendent of the youths 
who frequented the public gymnasia-followed out the same 
general views and acted upon the same basis of knowledge, as 
the physician who prescribed for a state of positive bad health.s 

1 Diogen. Laert. ix. r8. 
2 Herodot. iii. IJI ; Strabo, vi. p. 261 ; Menander de Encomiis, p. 96, 

ed. Heeren. 'A07)vo.(ovs brl &')'all.f'O.T07rod'q; T• J<o.l (w')'pO.</J<«fi, Kal Kporwv<&ras 
~'lil lu:rpurfj, !J.E'Ya. cppovfjuat, &c. 

The Krotoniate Alkmreon, a younger contemporary of Pythagoras 
(Aristotel. Metaph. i. 5), is among the earliest names mentioned as 
philosophising upon physical and medical subjects. See Brandis, Hand­
buch der Geschicht. der Philos. sect. lxxxiii. p. 508, and Aristotel. De 
General. Animal. iii. 2, p. 7 52, Bekker. 

The medical art in Egypt, at the time when Pythagoras visited that 
country, was sufficiently far advanced to excite the attention of an inquisi­
tive traveller-the branches of it minutely subdivided and strict rules laid 
down for practice (Herodot. ii. 84; Aristotel. Politic. iii. ro, 4). 

3 See the analogy of the two strikingly brought out in the treatise of 
Hippokrat~s ll<pl &pxal7)s 17JTp!1c'l)s, c. 3, 4, 7, vol. i. p. 580--584, ed. 
Littre. 

"En ')'OVV J<al vvv o! TWV ')'Vf'Va.fTiwv J<al l<fTJCfifTlWV ~'lr<f'<li.Of'<VO! o.lel r• 7rpOfT• 
€~EvplutcOV(ft, ~ea.l T~V a.lrr€71v OOOv ('IJT~OVTES », 'Tl tOoov Ka.l wlvwv Ewucpa'T~G'H 
7"E a.vriwv J.L&ll.lfTTa., J<a.l lfTxvp&repos O.UTOS ~WVTOV lfTTO.! (p. sSe) ; again, P· 

EZ 
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Of mecical education properly so called, especially of anatomy, 
there was then little or nothing. The physician acquired his 

584 : Tl o1iv rpaivercu hepo'iov ~tavo1)8els J Kall.eop.evos 111TfJOS Kal Jp.oll.o')'OV}Ll­
vws XEI{JOT~XV'f/S, f>s t~EVfJE Tt)V l.p.</Jl TOVs ICap.voVT<X.S /ifatT<%11 Kal TfJO</J{IV, f) 
ICeivos 0 &w' apx~s TOtCfL 'lrU!HV &vepwwol!n 'Tpo.p~v, fi vvv XfJEOp.Eea, i; iiC.iV1]S 
Ti)s l.')'pi11s /Cal 8'1/p<wlieos e&pwv -re ""'l 7rapa.rKEucftTas 'liLalr11s: compare 
another passage not less illustrative in the treatise of Hippokrates ll•pi 
otal-r'fls o~lwv, c. 3, vol. ii. p. 245, ed. Littn~. 

Following the same general idea, that the theory and practice of the 
physician is a further development and variety of that of the gymnastic 
trainer, I transcribe some observations from the excellent Remarques 
Retrospectives of M. Littre, at the end of the fourth volume of his edition 
of Hippokrates (p. 662). 

After having observed (p. 659) that physiology may be considered as 
divided into two parts-one relating to the mechanism of the functions ; 
the other, to the effects produced upon the human body by the different 
influences which act upon it and the media by which it is surrounded; and 
after having observed that on the first of these two branches, the ancients 
could never make progress, from their ignorance of anatomy-he goes on 
to state, that respecting the second branch they acquired a large amount of 
knowledge-

" Sur Ia physiologie des influences exterieures, Ia Grece du temps 
d'Hippocrate et a pres lui fut le theittre d' experiences en grand les plus 
importantes et les plus instructives. Toute la population (la population 
libre, s'entend) etoit soumise a un systeme regulier d'education physique 
(N.B. this is a little too strongly stated): dans quelques cites, a Lacedemone 
par exemple, Jes femmes n'en etoient pas exemptees. Ce systeme se 
composoit d'exercices et d'une alimentation, que combinerent I'empirisme 
d'abord, puis une theorie plus savante : il concernoit (com me dit Hippocrate 
lui-meme, en ne parlant, il est vrai, que de !a partie alimentaire), il concer­
noit et les malades pour leur retablissement, et les gens bien portans pour 
Ia conservation de leur sante, et les personnes livrees aux exercices 
gymnastiques pour l'accroissement de leurs forces. On savoit au jusle ce 
qu'il falloit pour conserver seulement le corps en bon etat ou pour traiter un 
malade-pour former un militaire ou pour faire un athlete-et en particulier, 
un lutteur, un coureur, un sauteur, un pugiliste. Une classe d'hommes, les 
mattres des gymnases, etoient exclusivement adonnes a la culture de cet art, 
auquel les medecins participoient dans les limites de leur profession; et 
Hippocrate, qui dans les Aphorismes, invoque l'exemple des athletes, nons 
parle dans Je Traite des Articulations des personnes maigres, qui n'ayant 
pas ete amaigris par un procede regulier de l'art, ont Ies chairs muqueuses. 
Les anciens medecins savoient, com me on le voit, procurer l'amaigrissement 
conformement a !'art, et reconnoitre a ses effets un amaigrissement irregulier ~ 
toutes choses auxquelles nos medecins sont etrangers, et dont on ne retrouve 
l'analogue que parmi les mtrai1zeurs Anglois. Au reste cet ensemble de 
connoissances empiriques et theoriques doit &tre mis au rang des pertes 
fitcheuses qui ont accompagne Ia longue et turbulente transition du monde 
ancien au monde moderne. Les admirables institutions destinees dans 
l'antiquite a developper et affermir le corps, ont disparu : !'hygiene publique 
est destituee a cet egard de toute direction scientifique et generale, et 
demeure abandonnee completement au hasard." 

See also the remarks of Plato respecting Herodikus, De Republica, iii. 
p. 406; Aristotel. Politic. iii. II, 6; iv. 1, 1 ; viii. 4, I. 
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knowledge from observation of men sick as well as healthy, 
and from a careful notice of the way in which the human body 
was acted upon by surrounding agents and circumstances : and 
this same knowledge was not less necessary for the trainer ; so 
that the'same place which contained the best men in the latter 
class was also likely to be distinguished in the former. It is 
not improbable that such celebrity of Kroton may have been 
one of the reasons which determined Pythagoras to go thither. 
For among the precepts ascribed to him, precise rules as to 
diet and bodily regulation occupy a prominent place. The 
medical or surgical celebrity of Demokedes (son-in-law of the 
Pythagorean Milo), to whom allusion has been made in a 
former chapter, is contemporaneous with the presence of 
Pythagoras at Kroton ; and the medical men of Magna Grrecia 
maintained themselves in credit, as rivals of the schools of the 
Asklepiads at Kos and Knidus, throughout all the fifth and 
fourth centuries B.c. 

The biographers of Pythagoras tell us that his arrival there, 
~is preaching, and his conduct, produced an effect almost 
electric upon the minds of the people, with an extensive reform 
public as well as private. Political discontent was repressed, 
incontinence disappeared, luxury became discredited, and the 
women hastened to exchange their golden ornaments for the 
simplest attire. No less than two thousand persons were con­
verted at his first preaching. So effective were his discourses 
to the youth, that the Supreme Council of One Thousand 
invited him into their assembly, solicited his advice, and even 
offered to constitute him their Prytanis or president, while his 
wife and daughter were placed at the head of the religious 
processions of females.! His influence was not confined to 
Kroton. Other towns in Italy and Sicily-Sybaris, Meta­
pontum, Rhegium, Katana, Himera, &c., all felt the benefit of 
his exhortations, which extricated some of them even from 
slavery. Such are the tales of which the biographers of 
Pythagoras are full : 2 and we see that even the disciples of 
Aristotle, about the year 300 B.C.-Aristoxenus, Dikrearchus, 
Herakleides of Pontus, &c.-are hardly less charged with them 
than the Neo-Pythagoreans of three or four centuries later. 
They doubtless heard these tales from their contemporary 
Pythagoreans, 3 the last members of a declining sect, among 

1 Valerius Maxim. viii. rs, XV, I; Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. 45; Timreus 
Fragm. 78, ed. Didot. ' 

2 Porphyry, Vit. Pythag. c. 21-54; Jamblich. 33-35, 166. 
3 The compilations of Porphyry and Jamblichus on the life.of Pyth~goras, 
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whom the attributes of the primitive founder passed for god­
like, but who had no memorials, no historical judgement, and 
no means of forming a true conception of Kroton as it stood 
in 530 B.c.1 To trace these tales to a true foundation is 
impossible. But we may r~asonably believe that the success of 
Pythagoras, as a person favoured by the gods and patentee of 
copied from a great variety of authors, will doubtless contain some truth 
amidst their confused heap of statements, many incredible, and nearly all 
unauthenticated. But it is very difficult to single out what these portions 
of truth really are. Even Aristoxenus and Dikrearchus, the be>t authors 
from whom these biographers quote, lived near two centuries after the 
death of Pythagoras, and do not appear to have had any early memorials to 
consult, nor any better informants than the contemporary Pythagoreans­
the last of an expiring sect, and probably among the least eminent for 
intellect, since the philosophers of the Sokratic vein in its various branches 
carried off the acute and aspiring young men of that time. 

Meiners, in his Geschichte der Wissenschaften (vol. i. b. iii. p. 191 seq.), 
has given a careful analysis of the various authors from whom the two 
biographers have borrowed, and a comparative estimate of their trust­
wotthiness. It is an excellent piece of historical criticism, though the 
author exaggerates both the merits and the influence of the first Pytha­
goreans: Kiessling in the notes to his edition of Jamblichus has given some 
extracts from it, but by no means enon~::h to dispense with the perusal of 
the original. I think Meiners allows too much credit, on the whole, to 
Aristoxenus (see p. 214) and makes too little deduction for the various 
stories difficult to be believed, of which Aristoxenus is given as the source: 
of course the latter could not furnish .better matter than he heard from his 
own witnesses. 'Where the judgement of Meiners is more severe, it is also 
better borne out, especially respecting Porphyry himself, and his scholar 
Jamblichus. These later Pythagorean philosophers seem to have set up as 
a formal canon of credibility, that which many religious men of antiquity 
acted upon from a mere unconscious sentiment and fear of giving offence to 
the gods-That it was not right to disbelz'eve auy story recounted respecting 
the gods, and wherein the divine agency was introduced: no one could tell 
but what it migllt be true: to deny its truth was to set bounds to the divine 
omnipotence. Accordingly they made no difficulty in believing what was 
recounted about Aristams, Abaris, and other eminent subjects of mythes 
(Jamblichus, Vit. Pyth. c. I38-I48)-1<at '!'ovr& ')'< wd.vns ol llv0a')'6p«os 
3p..ws ~xoutn 1fiiT'rEU'Tli<WS, ofov ,.pl 'Ap!ITTa!ov J<al 'A/3d.p<5os ra p..vOoAO'}OU­
p.EV« Kal llaa ~i\A.a. Tota.U7a l\.l7e-ral . ,. . ,. Tfl.w TOLolrrwv 0~ 'Tiliv Oo~ta6JATOOII 
!l-V8L1diw &1rop.:117]fWve{wvO"HJ, &s oVO~P cir.lQ"TOVVTES STt ltv tds TO 8E'tov 
avd.')'1]'1'C<I. Al~o not less formally laid down in Jamblichus, Adhortatio 
ad Philosophiam, a~ the fourth Symbolum, p. 324, ed. Kiessling. llepl eewv 
p..1]5Ev (}a.vp..au-rhv &w<urel, p.7JOE 7r•pl (}e(wv lio')'p..d.-rwv. Reasoning from their 
principles, this was a consistent corollary to lay down ; but it helps us to 
estimate their value as selectors and discriminators of accounts respecting 
Pythagoras. The extravagant compliments paid by the Emperor Julian ir 
his letters to J amblichus will not suffice to establish the authority of the 
latter as a critic and witness : see the Epistolre 34, 40, 4I, in Heyler's edit. 
of Julian's letters. 

l Aulus Gel!. N.A. iv. II. Apollonius (ap. Jamblich. c. 262) alludes to 
.,.¢ irrrop..vtu-<aTa -rwv KpoTo!Vlrt.TwP : what the date of these may be, we do no: 
know, but there is no reason to believe them anterior to Aristoxenus. 
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divine secrets, was very great-that he procured to himself 
both the reverence of the multitude, and the peculiar attach­
ment and obedience of many devoted adherents, chiefly 
belonging to the wealthy and powerful classes-that a sele:::t 
body of these adherents, three hundred in number, bound 
themselves by a sort of vow both to Pythagoras and to each 
other, adopting a peculiar diet, ritual, and observances, as a 
token of union-though without anything like community of 
property, which some have ascribed to them. Such a band of 
men, standing high in the city for wealth and station, and 
bound together by this intimate tie, came by almost un­
conscious tendency to mingle political ambition with religious 
and scientific pursuits. Political clubs with sworn members, 
under one form or another, were a constant pha:nomenon in 
the Grecian cities.l Now the Pythagorean order at its first 
formation was the most efficient of all clubs; since it presented 
an intimacy of attachment among its members, as well as a 
feeling of haughty exclusiveness against the public without, 
such as no other fraternity could parallel.2 The devoted 
attachment of Pythagoreans towards each other is not less 
emphatically set forth than their contempt for .every one else: 
in fact these two attributes of the order seem the best ascer­
tained as well as the most permanent of all. Moreover, we 
may be sure that the peculiar observances of the order passed 
for exemplary virtues in the eyes of its members, and exalted 
ambition into a dnty, by making them sincerely believe that 
they were the only persons fit to govern. It is no matter 
of surprise, then, to learn that the Pythagoreans gradually 
drew to themselves great ascendency in the government of 
Kroton. And as similar clubs, not less influential, were 

1 Thucyd. viii. 54· -ril.s ~VPO>p.ocrlas, a11rep ~.,.J"Yxavov 1rp6npov oocra1 '" 
TV ..-6AEI i1rl iilKctiS Kctl apxals, ami.cras breA.8~v, &c. 

On this important passage, in which Thucydides notes the political clubs 
of Athens as sworn societies, numerous, notorious, and efficient-! shall 
speak further in a future stage of the history. Dr. Arnold has a good note 
on the passage. 

2 Justin, xx. 4. "Sed trecenti ex juvenibus cum sodalitii juris sacra­
mento quodam nexi, separatam a ceteris civibus vitam exercerent, quasi 
coetum clandestime conjurationis haberent, civitatem in se converterunt." 

Compare Diogen. Laert. viii. 3; Apollonius ap. Jamb!ich. c. 254 ; 
Porphyry, Vit. Pyth. c. 33· 

The story of the devoted attachments of the two Pythagoreans Damon 
o.nd Phintias appears to be very well attested : Aristoxenus heard it from 
the lips of the younger Dionysius the despot, whose sentence had elicited 
such manifestation of friendship (Porphyry, Vit. Pyth. c. 59-62; Cicero, 
De Officiis, iii. 10; and Davis ad Cicero. Tusc. Disp. v. 22). 
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formed at Metapontum and other places, so the Pythagorean 
order spread its net and dictated the course of affairs over 
a large portion of Magna Grrecia. Such ascendency of the 
Pythagoreans must have procured for the master himself some 
real, and still more supposed, influence over the march of 
government at Kroton and elsewhere, of a nature not then 
possessed by any of his contemporaries throughout Greece.1 

Yet his influence was probably exercised in the background, 
through the medium of the brotherhood who reverenced him : 
for it is hardly conformable to Greek manners that a stranger 
of his character should guide personally and avowedly the 
political affairs of any Grecian city. 

Nor are we to believe that Pythagoras came originally to 
Kroton with the express design of creating for himself an 
ascendant political position-still less that he came for the 
purpose of realising a great preconceived political idea, and 
transforming Kroton into a model-city of pure Dorism, as has 
been supposed by some eminent modern authors. Such 
schemes might indeed be ascribed to him by Pythagoreans of 
the Platonic age, when large ideas of political amelioration 
were rife in the minds of speculative men-by men disposed 
to forego the authorship of their own opinions, and preferring 
to accredit them as traditions handed down from a founder 
who had left no memorials. But it requires better evidence 
than theirs to make us believe that any real Greek born in 
s8o B.c. actually conceived such plans. \Ve cannot construe 
the scheme of Pythagoras as going further than the formation 
of a private, select, order of brethren, embracing his religious 
fancies, ethical tone, and germs of scientific idea-and manifest­
ing adhesion by those observances which Herodotus and Plato 
call the Pythagorean orgies and mode of life. And his private 
order became politically powerful, because he was skilful or 
fortunate enough to enlist a sufficient number of wealthy 
Krotoniates, possessing individual influence which they 
strengthened immensely by thus regimenting themselves in 
intimate union. The Pythagorean orgies or religious ceremonies 
were not inconsistent with public activity, bodily as well as 
mental. Probably the rich men of the order may have been 
rendered even more active, by being fortified against the tempta­
tions of a life of indulgence. The character of the order as it first 

1 Plutarch, Philosophand. cum Principib. c. i. p. 777· l<v o' lfpxowros 
avopos 1<al 'lrOAITII<OV Kal 'lrpai<TH<OV !<a8<fl}?]Tat (o </Jt/1.00"0</Jos) /Cal TOVTOV 
aPa'lr/l.t/lf'{1 KQAQKa')'af!ias, 'lrOAAOVs o.' ~VOs W</JEA?j(]"EV, tlJs nu8a-y6pas TO!.$ 
'lrf(JJTEVouql Tilw '1.-aA.t(JJTWV O"U')'')'EVOp.EVOS, 
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stood, different from that to which it was afterwards reduced, 
was indeed religious and exclusive, but also active and 
domineering ; not despising any of those bodily accomplish­
ments which increased the efficiency of the Grecian citizen, 
and which so particularly harmonised with the pre-existing 
tendencies of Kroton.l Niebuhr and 0. Muller have even 

1 I transcribe here the summary given by Krische, at the close of his 
Dissertation on the Pythagorean order, p. IOI. "Societatis scopus fuit 
mere politicus, ut lapsam optimatium potestatem non modo in pristinum 
restitueret, sed firmaret amplificaretque : cum sumrno hoc scopo duo 
conjuncti fuerunt; moralis alter, alter ad literas spectans. Discipulos suos 
bonos pro bosque homines reddere voluit Pythagoras, et ut civitatern rnoder­
antes potestate sua non abuterentur ad plebem opprirnendam; et ut plebs, 
intelligens suis commodis consuli, conditione sua contenta esset. Quoniam 
vero bonum sapiensque moderamen nisi a prudente literisque exculto viro 
exspectari (non) licet, philosophire studium necessarium duxit Samius iis, 
qui ad civitatis clavum tenendum se accingerent." 

This is the general view (coinciding substantially with that of 0. MUller 
-Dorians, iii. 9, 16) given by an author who has gone through the 
evidences with care and learning. It differs on some important points 
from the idea which I conceive of the primitive master and his contemporary 
brethren. It leaves out the religious ascendency, which I imagine to have 
stood first among the means as well as among the premeditated purposes of 
Pythagoras, while it sets forth a reformatory political scheme as directly 
contemplated by him, of which there is no proof. Though the political 
ascendency of the early Pythagoreans is the most prominent feature in their 
early history, it is not to be considered as the manifestation of any peculiar 
or settled political idea-it is rather a result of their position and means of 
union. Ritter observes (in my opinion more justly), "We must not believe 
that the mysteries of the Pythagorean order were of a simply political 
character: the most probable accounts warrant us in considering that its 
central point was a mystic religious teaching" (Geschicht. der Philosophie, 
b. iv. ch. i. val. i. p. 365-368): compare Hoeck. Kreta, vol. iii. p. 223. 

Krische (p. 32) as well as Boeckh (Philolaus, p. 39---42) and 0. MUller 
assimilate the Pythagorean life to the Dorian or Spartan habits, and call 
the Pythagorean philosophy the expression of Grecian Dorism, as opposed 
to the Ionians and the Ionic philosophy. I confess that I perceive no 
analogy between the two, either in action or speculation. The Spartans 
stand completely distinct from other Dorians ; and even the Spartan habits 
of life, though they present some points of resemblance with the bodily 
training of the Pythagoreans, exhibit still more important points of differ­
ence, in respect to religious peculiarity and mysticism, as well as to the 
scientific element embodied with it. The Pythagorean philosophy, and 
the Eleatic philosophy, were both equally oppased to the Ionic; yet 
neither of them is in any way connected with Dorian tendencies. Neither 
Elea nor Kroton were Doric cities ; moreover Xenophan~s as well as 
Pythagoras were both Ionians. 

The general assertions respecting Ionic mobility and inconstancy, 
contrasted with Doric constancy and steadiness, will not be found borne 
out by a study of facts. The Dorism of Pythagoras appears to me a 
complete fancy. 0. MUller even turns Kroton into a Dorian city, contrary 
to all evidence. 
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parts became odious to a large portion of the community. 
Moreover we find the order represented not merely as con­
stituting a devoted and exclusive political party, but also 
as manifesting an ostentatious self-conceit throughout their 
personal demeanour 1-refusing the hand of fellowship to all 
except the brethren, and disgusting especially their own familiar 
friends and kinsmen. So far as we know Grecian philosophy, 
this is the only instance in which it was distinctly abused for 
political and party objects. The early days of the Pythagorean 
order stand distinguished for such perversion, which, fortu­
nately for the progress of philosophy, never presented itself 
afterwards in Greece.2 Even at Athens, however, we shall 
hereafter see that Sokrat€~s, though standing really aloof from 
all party intrigue, incurred much of his unpopularity from 
supposed political conjunction with Kritias and Alkibiades,3 

to which indeed the orator JEschines distinctly ascribes his 
condemnation, speaking about sixty years after the event. 
Had Sokrates been known as the founder of a band holding 
together intimately for ambitious purposes, the result would 
have been eminently pernicious to philosophy, and probably 
much sooner pernicious to himself. 

It was this cause which brought about the complete and 
violent destruction of the Pythagorean order. Their ascend­
ency had provoked such wide-spread discontent, that their 

1 Apollonius ap. Jamblichum, V. P. c. 254, 255, 256, 257· TJ')'EfLOVES oe 
l')'tVOVTO Ti)s llta<j>opas o/ TC1.tS ITU')"'YEV.fatS 1<al TC1.LS oli<EIOT'I)ITIV lrtUTC1.TC1. 

'Caf1EI1'T?'JK6Tes TiiJV ITv(Ja')'opeloov. AfTtOV 0' ;)v, ffTt rtt /-(Ev 1Toi\i\&. alrrobs iA{nrE& 

Tow 1rpar;op.t~"'~' ~c. : c_ompare also t~e lines d:_scriptiv~ of,Pythagor,as, _c~ 
259. Tovs !J.EV eratpovs ?}')'EV 1tTovs fLU.KapetTITI 8eotl1'1. Tovs o ll;\.,\ovs 1j')'H7 

oiir' lv l\O')'rp, oli-r' lv &pt6p.</). 
That this Apollonius, cited both by J amblichus and by Porphyry, is 

Apollonius of Tyana, has been rendered probable by Meiners (Gesch. der 
Wissensch. v. i. p. 239-245): compare Welcker, Prolegomena ad Theognid. 
p. xlv. xlvi. 

When we read the life of Apollonius by Philostratus, we see that the 
former was himself extremely communicative : he might be the rather 
disposed therefore to think that the seclusion and reserve of Pythagoras was 
a defect, and to ascribe to it much of the mischief which afterwards overtook 
the order. 

2 Schleiermacher observes that " Philosophy among the Pythagoreans 
was connected with political objects, and their school with a practical 
brotherly partnership, such as was never on any other occasion seen in 
Greece" (IntroductiOn to his Translation of Plato, p. I2). See also 
Theopompus, Fr. 68, ed. Didot. apud Athenreum, v. p. 2IJ, and 
Euripid~s, M~dea, 294· 

3 Xenophon, Memorab. i. 2, I2 ; JEschines, cont. Timarch. c. 34· fJp.<'is, 
if, 'A81jva'iot, :iw~<pci.T'I) T~V (]'O'f>111'Thv a7rEI<TELVC1.TE, 3n K,qtriav €¢:1.v'l) 1l'E7TU.I-

0EvKWs, Eva TWv 'Tptd.twJI'Ta. 



History of Greece 
enemies became emboldened to employ extreme force against 
them. Kylon and Ninon-the former of whom is said to have 
sought admittance into the order, but to have been rejected on 
account of his bad character-took the lead in pronounced 
opposition to the Pythagoreans; whose unpopularity extended 
itself further to the Senate of One Thousand, through the 
medium of which their ascendency had been exercised. 
Propositions were made for rendering the government more 
democratical, and for constituting a new senate, taken by lot 
from all the people, before which the magistrates should go 
through their trial of accountability after office : an opportunity 
being chosen in which the Senate of One Thousand had given 
signal offence by refusing to divide among the people the 
recently-conquered territory of Sybaris.l In spite of the oppo­
sition of the Pythagoreans, this change of government was 
carried through. Ninon and Kylon, their principal enemies, 
made use of it to exasperate the people still further against the 
order, until they provoked actual popular violence against 
it. The Pythagoreans were attacked when assembled in their 
meeting-house near the temple of Apollo, or, as some said, in 
the house of Milo. The building was set on fire, and many of 
the members perished ; 2 none but the' younger and more 
vigorous escaping. Similar disturbances, and the like violent 
suppression of the order, with destruction of several among the 
leading citizens, are said to have taken place in other cities of 
Magna Grrecia-Tarentum, Metapontum, Kaulonia. And we 
are told that these cities remained for some time in a state 
of great disquietude and commotion, from which they were 
only rescued by the friendly mediation of the Peloponnesian 
Achreans, the original founders of Sybaris and Kroton-assisted 
indeed by mediators from other parts of Greece. The cities 
wete at length pacified, and induced to adopt an amicable 
congress, with common religious festivals, at a temple founded 
expressly for the purpose and dedicated to Zeus Homarius. 3 

\ This is stated in J amblichus, c. 255 ; yet it is difficult to believe; for if 
the fact had been so, the destruction of the Pythagoreans would naturally 
have produced an allotment and permanent occupation of the Sybaritan 
territory-which certainly did not take place, since Sybaris remained 
without resident possessors until the foundation of Thurii. 

2 Jamblichus, c. 255-259; Porphyry, c. 54-57; Diogen. Laert. viii. 39; 
Diodor. x. Fragm. vol. iv. p. 56, Wess. 

3 Polyb. ii. 39; Plutarch, De Genio Socratis, c. 13, p. 583; Aristoxenus, 
ap. Jamblich. c. 250. That the enemies of the order attacked it by setting 
fire to the house in which the members were assembled, is the circumstance 
in which all accounts agree. On all other points there is great discrepancy, 
especially respecting the names and date of the Pythagoreans who escaped : 
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Thus perished the original Pythagorean order. Respecting 
Pythagoras himself, there were conflicting accounts ; some 
representing that he was burnt in the temple with his disciples ; 1 

others, that he had died a short time previously; others again 
affirmed that he was alive at the time, but absent, and that he 
died not long afterwards in exile, after forty days of voluntary 
absence from food. His tomb was still shown at Metapontum 
in the days of Cicero.2 As an active brotherhood, the 
Pythagoreans never revived; but the dispersed members came 
together as a sect, for common religious observances and 
common pursuit of science. They were re-admitted, after 
some interval, into the cities of Magna Grrecia, 8 from which 
they had been originally expelled, but to which the sect is 
always considered as particularly belonging-though individual 
members of it are found besides at Thebes and in other cities 
of Greece. Indeed some of these later Pythagoreans some­
times even acquired great political influence, as we see in the 
case of the Taren tine Archytas, the contemporary of Plato. 

It has already been stated that the period when Pythagoras 
arrived at Kroton may be fixed somewhere between B.c. 540-

Boeckh (Philolaus, p. 9 seq.) and Brandis (Handbuch der Gesch. Philos. 
ch. lxxiii. p. 432) try to reconcile these discrepancies. 

Aristophanes introduces Strepsiad~s, at the close of the Nubes, as setting 
fire to the meeting-house (tppovrtlf'T'hpwv) of Sokrat~s and his disciple: 
possibly the Pythagorean conflagration may have suggested this. 

1 "Pythagoras Samius suspicione dominatils in justa vivus in fano concre­
matus est" (Arnobius adv. Gentes, lib. i. p. 23, ed. Elmenhorst}. 

2 Cicero, De Finib. v. 2 (who seems to have copied from Dikrearchus : 
see Fuhr. ad Dikrearchi Fragment. p. 55) ; Justin, xx. 4 ; Diogen. Laert. 
viii. 40; Jamblichus, V. P. c. 249· 

0. MUller says (Dorians, iii. 9, r6), that "the influence of the Pytha­
gorean league upon the administration of the Italian states was of the most 
beneficial kind, which continued for many generations after the dissolution 
of the league itself." 

T:1e first of these two assertions cannot be made out, and depends only 
on the statements oflater encomiasts, who even supply materials to contra­
dict their own general view. The judgement of Welcker respecting the in­
fluecce of the Pythagoreans, much less favourable, is at the same time more 
probable (Prrefat. ad Theognid. p. xlv.). 

The second of the two assertions appears to me quite incorrect ; the 
influence of the Pythagorean order on the government of Magna Grrecia 
cea>ed altogether, as far as we are able to judge. An individual Pytha­
gorean like Archytas might obtain influence, but this is not the influence of 
the order. Nor ought 0. MUller to talk about the Italian Greeks giving 
up the Doric customs and adopting an Achrean government. There is 
nothing to prove that Kroton ever had Doric customs. 

3 Aristotel. de Crelo, ii. 13. ol 7r<pl r~v '!Tall.lav, Kal\oup.<vot o€ Tiv8a-y6-
pewc. "Italici philosophi quondam nominati" (Cicero, De Senectute 
c. 21). 
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530. His arrival is said to have occurred at a time of great 
depression in the minds of the Krotoniates. They had recently 
been defeated by the united Lokrians and Rhegians, vastly 
inferior to themselves in number, at the river Sagra; which 
humiliation is said to have rendered them docile to the training 
of the Samian missionary.! As the birth of the Pythagorean 
order is thus connected with the defeat of the Krotoniates at 
the Sagra, so its extinction is also connected with their victory 
over the Sybarites at the river Traeis or Trionto, about twenty 
years afterwards. 

Of the history of these two great Achxan cities we un­
fortunately know very little. Though both were powerful, yet 
down to the period of 510 B.c., Sybaris seems to have been 
decidedly the greatest. Of its dominion as well as of its much­
denounced luxury I have spoken in a former chapter. 2 It was 
at that time that the war broke out between them, which ended 
in the destruction of Sybaris. It is certain that the Sybaritans 
were aggressors in the war ; but by what causes it had been 
preceded in their own town, or what provocation they had 
received, we make out very indistinctly. There had been a 
political revolution at Sybaris (we are told) not long before, in 
which a popular leader named Telys had headed a rising 
against the oligarchical government, and induced the people to 
banish five hundred of the leading rich men, as well as to 
confiscate their properties. He had acquired the sovereignty 
and become despot of Sybaris.8 It appears, too, that he, or 
his rule at Sybaris, was much abhorred at Kroton; since the 
Krotoniate Philippus, a man of splendid muscular form and an 

1 Heyne places the date of the battle of Sagra about 560 B. c. ; but this 
is very uncertain. See his Opuscula, vol. ii. Prolus. ii. p. 53, and Prolus. 
x. p. 184. See also Justin. xx. 3, and Strabo, vi. p. 261-263. It will be 
seen that the latter conceives the battle of the Sagra as having happened 
after the destruction of Sybaris by the Krotoniates; for he states twice, 
that the Krotoniates lost so many citizens at the Sagra, that the city did r.ot 
long survive so terrible a blow: he cannot therefore have supposed that the 
complete triumph of the Krotoniates over the great Sybaris was gained 
afterwards. 

2 See vol. iv. chap. xxii. 
3 Diodor. xii. 9· Herodotus calls T~lys in one place /3arnl\.7ia, in 

another -r6pavvov of Sybaris (v. 44) : this is not at variance with the story of 
Diodorus. 

The story given by Athenreus, out of Herakleid~s Ponticus, respecting 
the subversion of the dominion of Telys, cannot be reconciled either wi•h 
Herodotus or Diodorus (Athenreus, xii. p. 522). Dr. Thirlwal! supposes 
the deposition of Telys to have occurred between the defeat at the Traeis 
and the capture of Sybaris ; but this is inconsistent with the statement of 
Herakleides, and not countenanced by any other evidence. 
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Olympic victor, was exiled for having engaged himself to marry 
the daughter of Telys.l According to the narrative given by 
the later Pythagoreans, those exiles, whom Telys had driven 
from Sybaris, took refuge at Kroton, casting themselves as 
suppliants on the altars for protection : it may well be, indeed, 
that they were in part Pythagoreans of Sybaris. A body of 
powerful exiles, harboured in a town so close at hand, inspired 
alarm, and Telys demanded that they should be delivered up, 
threatening war in case of refusal. This demand excited 
consternation at Kroton, since the military strength of Sybaris 
was decidedly superior. The surrender of the exiles was much 
debated, and almost decreed, by the Krotoniates, until at 
length the persuasion of Pythagoras himself is said to have 
determined them to risk any hazard sooner than incur the 
dishonour of betraying suppliants. 

On the demand of the Sybarites being refused, Telys 
marched against Kroton at the head of a force which is 
reckoned at 3oo,ooo men.2 He marched, too, in defiance of 
the strongest religious warnings against the enterprise ; for the 
sacrifices, offered on his behalf by the !amid prophet Kallias of 
Elis, were so decisively unfavourable, that the prophet himself 
fled in terror to Kroton. 3 Near the river Traeis or Trion to, Telys 
was met by the forces of Kroton, consisting (we are informed) 
of Ioo,ooo men, and commanded by the great athlete and 
Pythagorean Milo; who was clothed (we are told) in the 
costume and armed with the club of Herakles. They were 
further reinforced by a valuable ally, the Spartan Dorieus (younger 
brother of king Kleomenes), then coasting along the Gulf of 
Tarentum with a body of colonists, intending to found a settle­
ment in Sicily. A bloody battle was fought, in which the 
Sybarites were totally worsted, with prodigious slaughter; while 
the victors, fiercely provoked and giving no quarter, followed 
up the pursuit so warmly that they took the city, dispersed its 
in:1abitants, and crushed its whole power 4 in the short space of 
seventy days. The Sybarites fled in great part to Laos and 
Skidros," their settlements planted on the Mediterranean coast, 
across the Calabrian peninsula. So eager were the Krotoniates 
to render the site of Sybaris untenable, that they turned the 
course of the river Krathis so as to overwhelm and destroy it: 

1 Herodot. v. 47· 
2 Diodor. xii. 9; Strabo, vi. p. 263; Jarnblichus, Vit. Pythag. c. 260; 

Shmn. Chi. v. 340. 
" Herodot. v. 44· 
4 Diodor. xii. 9, ro; Strabo, vi. p. 263. 
D llerodot. vi. 21 ; Strabo, vi. p. 253· 
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the dry bed in which the river had originally flowed was still 
visible in the time of Herodotus, 1 who was among the settlers 
in the town of Thurii afterwards founded nearly adjoining. It 
appears however that the Krotoniates for a long time kept the 
site of Sybaris deserted, refusing even to allot the territory 
among the body of their own citizens : from which circum­
stances (as has been before noticed) the commotion against the 
Pythagorean order is said to have arisen. They may perhaps 
have been afraid of the name and recollections of the city. No 
large or permanent establishment was ever formed there until 
Thurii was established by Athens about sixty-five years after­
wards. Nevertheless the name of the Sybarites did not perish: 
they maintained themselves at Laos, Skidros, and elsewhere­
and afterwards formed the privileged -Did-citizens among the 
colonists ofThurii; but misbehaved themselves in that capacity 
and were mostly either slain or expelled. Even after that, 
however, the name of Sybaris still remained on a reduced scale 
in some portion of the territory: Herodotus recounts what he 
was told by the Sybarites, and we find subsequent indications 
Q[ them even as late as Theokritus. 

The conquest and destruction of the original Sybaris­
perhaps in 5 ro B.c. the greatest of all Grecian cities-appears 
to have excited a strong sympathy in the Hellenic world. In 
Miletus especially, with which it had maintained intimate union, 
the grief was so vehement, that all the Milesians shaved their 
heads in token of mourning.2 The event, haJ3pening just at 
the time of the expulsion of Hippias from Athens, must have 
made a sensible revolution in the relations of the Greek cities 

1 Herodot. v. 45; Diodor. xii. 9, IO; Strabo, vi. p. 263. Strabo 
mentions expressly the turning of the river for the purpose of overwhelming 
the city-~A.&v'Tes -yap 'TTiv ... &1\w ~ ... 1,-ya"Yov .,./,v 'll"oTa!J.bv ""l Ka't'eKI\vuav. It 
is to this change in the channel of the river that I refer the expression in 
Herodotus-'T€,uev&s 'TE Kal vn/w l&vra 1rapa rl>v ~npl>v Kpi'ilhv. It was 
natural that the old deserted bed of the river should be called "the dry 
Kratkis": whereas, if we suppose that there was only one channel, the ex­
pression has no appropriate meaning. For I do not think that any one can 
be well satisfied with the explanation of Biihr-" Vacatur Crathis hoc loco 
~npbs siccus, ut qui hieme fluit, restatis vera tempore exsiccatus est: quod 
adhuc in multis Italire inferioris fluviis observant." I doubt whether this 
be true, as a matter of fact, respecting the river Krathis (see my preceding 
volume, ch. xxii.); but even if the fact were true, the epithet in Biihr's 
-sense has no special significance for the purpose contemplated by Herodotus, 
who merely wishes to describe the site of the temple erected by Dorieus. 
"Near the Krathis," or "near the dry Krathis," would be equivalent ex­
pressions, if we adopted Bahr's construction ; whereas to say "near the 
deserted channel of the Krathis," would be a good local designation, 

" Herodot. vi. zr. 
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on the Italian coast with the rustic population of the interior. 
The Krotoniates might destroy Sybaris and disperse its inhabit­
ants, but they could not succeed to its wide dominion over 
dependent territory: and the extinction of this great aggregate 
power, stretching across the peninsula from sea to sea, lessened 
the means of resistance against the Oscan movements from the 
inland. From this time forward, the cities of Magna Gr:::ecia, 
as well as those of Ionia, tend to decline in consequence; while 
Athens, on the other hand, becomes both more conspicuous 
and more powerful. At the invasion of Greece by Xerxes 
thirty yea,rs after this conquest of Sybaris, Sparta and Athens 
send to ask for aid both from Sicily and Korkyra, but not from 
~Iagna Gr:::ecia. 

It is much to be regretted that we do not possess fuller 
information respecting such important changes among the 
Greco-Italian cities. Yet we may remark that even Herodotus 
-himself a citizen of Thurii and dwelling on the spot not more 
than eighty years after the capture of Sybaris-evidently foun<i 
no written memorials to consult; and could obtain from verbal, 
conversation nothing better than statements both meagre and, 
contradictory. The material circumstance, for example, of the­
aid rendered by the Spartan Dorieus and his colonists, though, 
positively asserted by the Sybarites, was as positively denied by 
the Krotoniates, who alleged that they had accomplished the· 
conquest by themselves and with their own unaided forces. 
There can be little hesitation in crediting the affirmative asser­
tion of the Sybarites, who showed to Herodotus a temple and 
precinct erected by the Spartan prince in testimony of his share 
in the victory, on the banks of the dry deserted channel out of 
which the Krathis had been turned, and in honour of the 
Krathian Athene.1 This of itself forms a proof, coupled with 
the positive assertion of the Sybarites, sufficient for the case;. 
but they produced another indirect argument to confirm it, 
which deserves notice. Dorieus had attacked Sybaris while he· 
was passing along the coast of Italy to go and found a colony 
in Sicily, under the express mandate and encouragement of the· 
oracle. After tarrying awhile a:t Sybaris, he pursued his journey 
to the south-western portion of Sicily, where he and nearly all 
his companions perished in a battle with the Carthaginians and 
Egest:::eans-though the oracle had promised him that he 
should acquire and occupy permanently the neighbouring terri­
tory near Mount Eryx. Now the Sybarites deduced from this 
fatal disaster of Dorieus and his expedition, combined with the · 

1 Herodot. v. 45· 
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favourable promise of the oracle beforehand, a confident proof 
of the correctness of their own statement that he had fought at 
Sybaris. For if he had gone straight to the territory marked 
out by the oracle (they argued), without turning aside for any 
other object, the prophecy on which his hopes were founded 
would have been unquestionably realised, and he would have 
succeeded. But the ruinous disappointment which; :actually 
overtook him was at once explained, and the truth of prophecy 
vindicated, when it was recollected that he had turned aside to 
help the Krotoniates against Sybaris, and thus set at nought 
the conditions prescribed to him. Upon this argument 
(Herodotus tells us) the Sybarites of his day especially insisted. 1 

And while we note their pious and literal faith in the com­
munications of an inspired prophet, we must at the same time 
observe how perfectly that faith supplied the place of historical 
premises-how scanty their stock was of such legitimate 
evidence-and how little they had yet learnt to appreciate its 
value. 

It is to be remarked, that Herodotus, in his brief mention of 
the fatal war between Sybaris and Kroton, does not make the 
least allusion to Pythagoras or his brotherhood. The least 
which we can infer from such silence is, that the part which 
they played in reference to the war, and their general ascenci­
ency in Magna Grrecia, was in reality less conspicuous and over­
ruling than the Pythagorean historians set forth. Even making 
such allowance, however, the absence of all allusion in Hero­
dotus, to the commotions which accompanied the subversion 
of the Pythagoreans, is a circumstance not easily explicable. 
Nor can I pass over a perplexing statement in Polybius, which 
seems to show that he too must have conceived the history of 
Sybaris in a way different from that which it is commonly 
represented. He tells us, that after much suffering in Magna 
Grrecia from the troubles which followed the expulsion of the 
Pythagoreans, the cities were induced by Achrean mediation to 
come to an accommodation and even to establish something 
like a permanent league with a common temple and sacrifices. 
Now the three cities which he specifies as having been the first 
to do this, are, Kroton, Sybaris, and Kaulonia.2 But according 

1 Herodot. v. 45· Tovro o~, abrov tlwptJos rhv 8&varov p.apr6pwv p.€yunov 
?ToteVvTcu (~u,BapiTat),tSTL 1rapft. Tc% p.ep.avTEup.Eva wotE(J)v ~tecp9dp7]. ElJ'Ctp Oij 
p.~ TrapJwp1J~E p.1JO~v, br' ce 0~ ~ur&i1.1) ~Troiee, efil.e liv T~V 'Epui<iV1)V XWP1JV I<al 
~71./;;v i<&retrxe, ouo' ll.v abr&s TE I<al-IJ trrparl1) Otecp8J.p1J. 

2 Polyb. ii. 39· Heyne thinks that the agreement here mentioned by 
Polybius took place Olymp. So, 3; or indeed after the re-population of the 
Sybaritan territory by the foundation of Thurii (Opuscula, vol. ii. ; Prolus. 



Ionic Philosophers I2I 

to the sequence of events and the fatal war (just described) 
between Kroton and Sybaris, the latter city must have been at 
that time in ruins ; little, if at all, inhabited. I cannot but 
infer from this statement of Polybius, that he followed different 
authorities respecting the early history of Magna Gr::ecia in the 
beginning of the fifth century B.c. 

Indeed the early history of these cities gives us little more 
than a few isolated facts and names. With regard to their 
legislators, Zaleukus and Charondas, nothing is made out ex­
cept their existence-and even that fact some ancient critics 
contested. Of Zaleukus, whom chronologists place in 664 B.c., 
I have already spoken ; the date of Charondas cannot be 
assigned, but we may perhaps presume that it was at some time 
between 6oo-soo B.c. He was a citizen of middling station, 
born in the Chalkidic colony of Katana in Sicily,1 and he 
framed laws not only for his own city, but for the other 
Chalkidic cities in Sicily and Italy-Leontini, Naxos, Zankle, 
and Rhegium. The laws and the solemn preamble ascribed to 
him by Diodorus and Stob::eus, belong to a later day, 2 and we 
are obliged to content ourselves with collecting the brief hints 
of Aristotle, who tells us that the laws of Charondas descended 

·to great minuteness of distinction and specification, especially 
in graduating the fine for offences according to the property of 
the guilty person fined 3-but that there was nothing in his laws 

x. p. 189). But there seems great difficulty in imagining that the state of 
violent commotion-which (according to Polybius) was only appeased by 
this agreement-can possibly have lasted so long as half a century; the 
received date of the overthrow of the Pythagoreans being about 504 B.c. 

1 Aristot. Politic. ii. 9, 6 ; iv. 9, ro. Heyne puts Charondas much 
earlier than the foundation of Thurii, in which I think he is undoubtedly 
rif(ht: but without determining the date more exactly (Opuscul. vol. ii. ; 
Prolus. ix. p. r6o), Charondas must certainly have been earlier than 
Anaxilas of Rhegium and the great Sicilian despots; which will place him 
higher than 500 B.C.: but I do not know that any more precise mark of 
time can be found. 

• Diodorus, xii. 35 ; Stobreus, Serm. xliv. 2o-40; Cicero de Legg. ii. 6. 
See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griech. Staatsalterthtimer, ch. S9 ; 
Heyne, Opuscul. vol. ii. p. 72-164. Brandis (Geschichte der Rom. 
Ph:Josophie, ch. xxvi. p. 102) seems to conceive these prologues as 
genuine. 

The mistakes and confnsion made by ancient writers respecting these law­
givers-even by writers earlier than Aristotle (Politic. ii. 9, S)-are such as 
we ilave no means of clearing up. 

s,:neca (Epist. 90) calls both Zaleukus and Charondas disciples of Pytha· 
goras ; that the former was so, is not to be believed; but it is not wholly 
impossible that the latter may have been so, or at least a contemporary of 
the earliest Pythagoreans. 

a Aristotel. Politic. ii. g, 8. Xetpwvoov o' Zowv p.ev oVOlv ~(/'TI 1r}..~v etl 
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strictly original and peculiar, except that he was the first to in­
troduce the solemn indictment against perjured witnesses before 
justice. The perjured witness in Grecian ideas, was looked 
upon as having committed a crime half religious, half civil. 
The indictment raised against him, known by a peculiar name, 
partook of both characters, approaching in some respects to the 
procedure against a murderer. Such distinct form of indict­
ment against perjured testimony-with its appropriate name,1 

which we shall find maintained at Athens throughout the best 
known days of Attic law-was first enacted by Charondas. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII 

FROM THE BATTLE OF MARATHON TO THE MARCH OF 

XERXES AGAINST GREECE 

I HAVE recounted, in a preceding chapter, the Athenian 
victory at Marathon, the repulse of the Persian general Datis, 
and the return of his armament across the lEgean to the 
Asiatic coast. He had been directed to conquer both Eretria 
and Athens ; an order which he had indeed executed in part 
with success, as the string of Eretrian prisoners brought to 
Susa attested-but which remained still unfulfilled in regard to 
the city principally obnoxious to Darius. Far from satiating his 
revenge upon Athens, the Persian monarch was compelled to 
listen to the tale of an ignominious defeat. His wrath against 
the Athenians rose to a higher pitch than ever, and he com-

<'iiKctl TOW ljievBop.ctp'1"6pwv· 7rpw-ros ")'d.p bro[7]()'• -rhv ~7r[()'I{1)>/JIV" -r!J a· aKp1{3e['f 
7wv v6p.wv ~()''rt ")'ll.ct<f>vp6J.,.epos Kat -rwv vuv vop.o6<-rwv. To the fulness aud 
precision predicated respecting Charondas in the latter part of this passage, 
I refer the other passage in Politic. iv. 10, 6, which is not to be construed 
as if it meant that Charondas had graduated fines on the rich and poor with 
a distinct view to that political trick (of indirectly eliminating the poor from 
public duties) which Aristotle had been just adverting to-but merely means 
that Charondas had been nice and minute in graduating pecuniary penalties 
generally, having reference to the wealth or poverty of the person 
sentenced. 

r ITpw-ros 7d.p ~,.o[7J()'E -rhv ~,.[()'ll1J>/J•v (Aristot. Politic. ii. 9, 8). See 
Harpokration, v. 'E7rE()'Il~ljla'l"o, and Pollux, viii. 33 ; D~mosthen~s cont. 
Stephanum, ii. c. 5 ; cont. Euerg. et Mnesibul. c. I. The word ~,.[()'K7]1ji<S 
carries with it the solemnity of meaning adverted to in the text, and seems 
to have been used specially with reference to an action or indictment against 
perjured witnesses: which indictment was permitted to be brought with a 
less degree of risk or cost to the accuser than most others in the Attic 
dikasteries (Dernosth. cont. Euerg. et .Mn. !. c.). 
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menced vigorous preparations for a renewed attack upon them 
as well as upon Greece generally. Resolved upon assembling the 
entire force of his empire, he directed the various satraps and 
sub-governors throughout all Asia to provide troops, horses, 
and ships both of war and burthen. For no less than three 
years the empire was agitated by this immense levy, which 
Darius determined to conduct in person against Greece.1 Nor 
was his determination abated by a revolt of the Egyptians, 
which broke out about the time when his preparations were 
completed. He was on the point of undertaking simultaneously 
the two enterprises-the conquest of Greece and the reconquest 
of Egypt-when he was surprised by death, after a reign of 
thirty-six years. As a precaution previous to this intended 
march, he had nominated as successor Xerxes, his son by Atossa; 
for the ascendency of that queen ensured to Xerxes the pre­
ference over his elder brother Artabazanes, son of Darius by a 
former wife, and born before the latter became king. The 
choice of the reigning monarch passed unquestioned, and 
Xerxes succeeded without opposition.2 It deserves to be 
remarked, that though we shall meet with several acts of cruelty 
and atrocity perpetrated in the Persian regal family, there is 
nothing like that systematic fratricide which has been considered 
necessary to guarantee succession in Turkey and other Oriental 
empires. 

The intense wrath against Athens, which had become the 
predominant sentiment in the mind of Darius, was yet un-

1 Herodot. vii. 3, 4· 
2 Herodot. vii. 1-4 .. He mentions-simply as a report, and' seemingly 

without believing it himself-that Demaratus the exiled king of Sparta was 
at Susa at the moment when Darius was about to choose a successor among 
his sons (this cannot consist with Kt@sias, Persic, c. 23); and that he 
sug:;ested to Xerxes a convincing argument by which to determine the mind 
of his father, urging the analogy of the law of regal succession at Sparta, 
whereby the son of a king, born after his father became king, was preferred 
to an elder son born before that event. The existence of such a custom at 
Sparta may well be doubted. 

Some other anecdotes, not less difficult of belief than this, and alike 
calculated to bestow a factitious importance on Demaratus, will be noticed 
in the subsequent pages. The latter received from the Persian king the 
grant of Pergamus and Teuthrania, with their land-revenues, which his 
des:endants long afterwards continued to occupy (Xenoph. Hellen. iii. I-
6): and perhaps these descendants may have been among the persons from 
whom Herodotus derived his information respecting the expedition of 
Xerxes. See vii. 239. 

Plutarch (De Fraterno Amore, p. 488) gives an account in many 
respects different concerning the circumstances which determined the 
succession of Xerxes to the throne, in preference to his elder brother. 
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appeased at the time of his death, and it was fortunate for the 
Athenians that his crown now passed to a prince less obstinately 
hostile as well as in every respect inferior. Xerxes, personally 
the handsomest 1 and most stately man amid the immense crowd 
which he led against Greece, was in character timid and faint· 
hearted, over and above those defects of vanity, childish self­
conceit, and blindness of a.ppreciation, which he shared more or 
less with all the Persian kings. Yet we shall see that even 
under his conduct, the invasion of Greece was very near 
proving successful: and it might well have succeeded alto­
gether, had he been either endued with the courageous 
temperament, or inflamed with the fierce animosity, of his 
father. 

On succeeding to the throne, Xerxes found the forces of the 
empire in active preparation, pursuant to the orders of Darius ; 
except Egypt, which was in a state of revolt. His first 
necessity was to reconquer this country; a purpose for which 
the great military power now in readiness was found amply 
sufficient. Egypt was subdued and reduced to a state of much 
harder dependence than before : we may presume that not 
only the tribute was increased, but also the numbers of the 
Persian occupying force, maintained by contributions levied 
on the natives. Ach::emenes, brother of Xerxes, was installed 
there as satrap. 

But Xerxes was not at first equally willing to prosecute the 
schemes of his deceased father against Greece. At least such 
is the statement of Herodotus; who represents Mardonius ac; 
the grand instigator of the invasion, partly through thirst for 
warlike enterprise, partly from a desire to obtain the intended 
conquest as a satrapy for himself. There were not wanting 
Grecian counsellors to enforce his recommendation both by 
the promise of help and by the colour of religion. The great 
family of the Aleuad::e, belonging to Larissa and perhaps to 
other towns in Thessaly, were so eager in the cause, that their 
principal members came to Susa to offer an easy occupation of 
that frontier territory of Hellas; while the exiled Peisistratids 
from Athens still persevered in striving to procure their own 
restoration at the tail of a Persian army. On the present 
occasion, they brought with them to Susa a new instrument, 
the holy mystic Onomakritus-a man who had acquired much 
reputation, not by prophesying himself, but by collecting, 
arranging, interpreting, and delivering out, prophetic verses 

1 Herod. vii. 187. The like personal beauty is ascribed to Darius 
Codomannus, the last of the Persian kings (Plutarch, Alexand. c. 21). 
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passing under the name of the ancient seer or poet Musreus. 
Thirty years before, in the flourishing days of the Peisistratids, 
he had lived at Athens, enjoying the confidence of Hip parch us, 
and consulted by him as the expositor of these venerated 
documents. But having been detected by the poet Lasus of 
Hermione, in the very act of interpolating them with new 
matter of his own, he was indignantly banished by Hipparchus. 
The Peisistratids however, now in banishment themselves, 
forgot or forgave this offence, and carried Onomakritus with 
his prophecies to Susa, announcing him as a person of oracular 
authority, to assist in working on the mind of Xerxes. To this 
purpose his interpolations, or his omissions, were now directed. 
When introduced to the Persian monarch, he recited emphati­
cally various encouraging predictions, wherein the bridging of 
the Hellespont, and the triumphant march of a barbaric host 
into Greece, appeared as predestined ; while he carefully kept 
back all those of a contrary tenor, which portended calamity 
and disgrace. So at least Herodotus,1 strenuous in upholding 
the credit of Bakis, Musreus, and other Grecian prophets 
whose verses were in circulation, expressly assures us. The 
religious encouragements of Onomakritus, and the political 
co-operation proffered by the Aleuadre, enabled Mardonius 
effectually to overcome the reluctance of his master. Indeed 
it was not difficult to show, according to the feelings then 
prevalent, that a new king of Persia was in honour obliged to 
enlarge the boundaries of the empire.2 The conquering 
impulse springing from the first founder was as yet unexhausted ; 
the insults offered by the Athenians remained still unavenged; 
and in addition to this double stimulus to action, Mardonius drew 
a captivating picture of Europe as an acquisition-" it was the 
finest land in the world, produced every variety of fruit-bearing 
trees, and was too good a possession for any mortal man ex­
cept the Persian kings." 3 Fifteen years before, the Milesian 
Aristagoras, 4 when entreating the Spartans to assist the Ionic 

l Herodot. vii. 6 ; viii. 20, 96, 77· 'Ovop.rlKp<-ros-KaTb .. e-ye -row XP7Jap.wv 
--el p.Ev TL Ev~ot ucpcfA!J.a cpJpov -rep nEpup, rWv ,uEv ti\eye oVOEv· 6 OE rcl 
,;,-ruxicr-ra-ra JK"Ae-yop.e"os, ~A<-ye TOV .,.. 'EA.A.{fCT11'QVTOV &s (euxO~vat xpebv et7J 
1J71'' lr.vSphs llepcrew, -r1!v -re ~A.acr•v ~~7}-ye6p.evos, &c. 

An intimation somewhat curious respecting this collection of prophecies ; 
it was of an extremely varied character, and contained promises or threats 
;o meet any emergency which might arise. 

2 A<:schylus, Pers. 761. 
8 Herodot. vii. 5· &s 7) £bpdm7J 7rEptKa"AA.~s XWP7J, t<al ii€viipea 'll'av-roi'a 

pipE! -rlr. ~p.epa, {Jacrt"A.~i' 7'€ p.o6vrp OV7jTii:w a~l11 lK-r~cr0a<-xciip7jv 'ITap.<PopwTep7jv 
.vii. 8). • 

' Haodot. v. 49· 
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revolt, had exaggerated the wealth and productiveness of Asia 
i.n constrast with the poverty of Greece-a contrast less widely 
removed from the truth, at that time, than the picture presented 
by Mardonius. 

Having thus been persuaded to alter his original views, 
Xerxes convoked a meeting of the principal Persian counsellors, 
and announced to them his resolution to invade Greece; set­
ting forth the mingled motives of revenge and .aggrandisement 
which impelled him, and representing the conquest of Greece 
as carrying with it that of all Europe, so that the Persian 
empire would become coextensive with the ~ther of Zeus and 
the limits of the sun's course. 

On the occasion of this invasion, now announced and 
about to take place, we must notice especially the historical 
manner and conception of our capital in(ormant-Herodotus. 
The invasion of Greece by Xerxes, and the final repulse of his 
forces, constitute the entire theme of his three last books, and 
the principal object of his whole history, towards which the 
previous matter is intended to conduct. Amidst those prior 
circumstances, there are doubtless many which have a sub­
stantive importance and interest of their. own, recounted at so 
much length that they appear co-ordinate and principal, so that 
the thread of the history is for a time put out of sight. Yet' we 
shall find, if we bring together the larger divisions of his history, 
omitting the occasional prolixities of detail, that such thread is 
never lost in the historian's own mind: it may be traced by an 
.attenti\·e reader, from his preface and the statement immediacely 
following it-of Crcesus as the first barbaric conqueror of the 
Ionian Greeks-down to the full expansion of his theme, 
"Gr~cia Barbari~ lento collisa duello," in the expedition of 
Xerxes. That expedition, as forming the consummation of 
his historical scheme, is not only related more copiously and: 
continuously than any ·events preceding it, but is also ushered 1 
in with an unusual solemnity of religious and poetical accom- ' 
paniment, so that the seventh Book of Herodotus reminds us 
in many points of the second Book of the Iliad : probably too, if 
the lost Grecian epics had reached us, we should trace many · 
other cases in which the imagination of the historian has un- • 
consciously assimilated itself to them. The Dream sent by I 
the gods to frighten Xerxes, when about to recede from his 
project-as well as the ample catalogue of nations and eminent I 
individuals embodied in the Persian host-have both of them, 
marked parallels in the Iliad : and Herodotus seerps to delight. 
in representing to himself the enterprise against Greece as an 
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antithesis to that of the Atreidre against Troy. He enters into 
the internal feelings of Xerxes with as much familiarity as 
Homer into those of Agamemnon, and introduces "the counsel 
of Zeus " as not less direct, special, and overuling, than it appears 
in the Iliad and Odyssey : 1 though the godhead in Herodotus, 
compared with Homer, tends to become neuter instead of 
masculine or feminine, and retains only the jealous instincts of 
a ruler, apart from the appetites, lusts, and caprices of a man : 
acting moreover chiefly as a centralised, or at least as a 
homogeneous, force, in place of the discordant severalty of 
agents c0nspicuous in the Homeric theology. The religious 
idea, so often presented elsewhere in Herodotus-that the god­
head was jealous and hostile to excessive good fortune or 
immoderate desires in man,-is worked into his history of 
Xerxes as the ever-present moral and as the main cause of its 
disgraceful termination. For we shall discover as we proceed, 
that the historian, with that honourable frankness which Plu­
tarch calls his "malignity," neither ascribes to his countrymen 
credit greater than they deserve for personal valour, nor seeks 
to veil the many chances of defeat which their mismanagement 
laid open.2 

1 Homer, Iliad, i. 3· .6-LOS o' ~Teil.ele-ro {3ouil.~. Herodotus is characterised 
as 'Op.~pou (nil."'-rns-'Op.?)p<JC~Ta-ros-(Dionys. Halic. ad Cn. Pompeium, 
p. 772, Reiske; Longinus De Sublim. p. 86, ed. Pearce). 

2 While Plutarch (if indeed the treatise de Herodoti Malignitate be the 
work of Plutarch) treats Herodotus as uncandid, malicious, corrupt, the 
calumniator of great men and glorious deeds-Dionysius of Ho.likarnassu!> 
on the contrary, with more reason, treats him as a pattern of excellent 
dispositions in an historian, contrasting him in this respect with Thucydid@s, 
to whom he imputes an unfriendly spirit in criticising Athens, arising from 
his long banishment: 'H p./;v 'Hpoo&7ou oLCf.9euu tv iJ.?rautv l?rL<tKhs, Kal -ro!s 
,.,.~, &-ya8ols uvv7]0op.Ev1J, -ro'is Of Ka.KoLS' uvvaA.'}'oilua· 7} Of €Jov~evl>l0ou lSzcfeeuLs 
au9fH:au7Js TLS Kal 'fftKpa, Kal 7p '11"a;Tp[OL Ti)S <fwyijs p.V?)ITLI<aKOVUa' Ta p.~v '}'ap· 
O.p.apT1]p.aTa bre~Epxe-ra.L JCtd p.&Aa. &.Kpt/3Ws, TWv 0€ Ka.TO. voVv tcexwp1]K0rf.Dv 
Ka9cl.7ra~ ob p.€p.V?)Ta< 'I) &rr7rEp i!va'YJCaup.€vos. (Dionys. Hal. ad Cn. Pom­
pdum de Prrecip. Historicis Judie. p. 774, Reiske.) 

Precisely the same fault which Dionysius here imputes to Thucydides 
(though in other places he acquits him, z.,..IJ ?rav-ros tp9&vov Kal .,.cl.cr?)s 
"oAaKeias, p. 824), rlutarch and Dio cast far more harshly upon Herodotus. 
In neither case is the reproach deserved. 

Both the moralists and the rhetoricians of ancient times were very apt to 
treat history, not as a series of true matters of fact, exemplifying the laws 
of human nature and society, and enlarging our knowledge of them for 
purposes of future inference-but as if it were a branch of fiction, so to be 
handled as to please our taste or improve our morality. Diony>ius, blaming 
Thucy<tides for the choice of his subject, goes so far as to say that the 
Peloponnesian war, a period of ruinous discord in Greece, ought to have 
been left in oblivion and never to have passed into history (u•,.,,..il Kal 11.M11 
'lr<tpa5o9els, ii'11"o TWV i?r<'}'<'}'Vop.€v"'v -h'Yvo~u9a<, ibid. p. 768)-and that 
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I have already mentioned that Xerxes is described as having 

originally been averse to the enterprise, and only stimulated 
thereto by the persuasions of Mardonius. This was probably 
the genuine Persian belief, for the blame of so great a disaster 
would naturally be transferred from the monarch to some evil 
counsellor.1 As soon as Xerxes, yielding to persuasion, has 
announced, to the Persian chief men whom he had convoked, 
his resolution to bridge over the Hellespont and march to the 
conquest of Greece and Europe, Mardonius is represented as 
expressing his warm concurrence in the project, extolling the 
immense force 2 of Persia, and depreciating the Ionians in 
Europe (so he denominated them) as so poor and disunited 
that success was not only certain but easy. Against the rash- · 
ness of this general-the evil genius of Xerxes-we find opposed 
the prudence and long experience of Artabanus, brother of the 
deceased Darius, and therefore uncle to the monarch. The , 
age and relationship of this Persian Nestor embolden him to 
undertake the dangerous task of questioning the determination 
which Xerxes, though professing to invite the opinions of others, 
had proclaimed as already settled in his own mind. The 
speech which Herodotus puts into the mouth of Artabanus is j 
that of a thoughtful and religious Greek. It opens with the ' 
Grecian conception of the necessity of hearing and comparing 
opposite views, prior to any final decision-reproves Mardonius 
for falsely depreciating the Greeks and seducing his master into 
personal danger-sets forth the probability that the Greeks, if 
victorious at sea, would come and destroy the bridge by which ' 
Xerxes had crossed the Hellespont-reminds the latter of the 
imminent hazard which Darius and his army had undergone in 
Scythia, from the destruction (averted only by Histia:us and his 
influence) of the bridge over the Danube: such prudential! 
suggestions being further strengthened by adverting to the ' 
jealous aversion of the godhead towards overgrown human 
power.8 

The impatient monarch silences his uncle in a tone of insult 
"and menace : nevertheless, in spite of himself, the dissuasions 
work upon him so powerfully, that before night they gradually 

"especially Thucydid~s ought never to have thrown the blame of it upon his 
own city, since there were many other causes to which it might have been 

-imputed (~·nipcus lxovn• .7ro71.A.a1s a</JOpfJ.tXtS :r~e·atft~· -rd.s al":ias, P· 770). It 
will be found, however, 1f we read Thucydtdes wtth attentton, that he does 
not throw the blame of the Peloponnesian war upon Athens, whatever may 

. be thought of his strictures on her conduct in various particular cases. 
l Herodot. viii. 99· Map8&vwv ~v ahlv n8.ivns: compare c. roo. 
z Herodot. vii. 9· 2 Herodot. vii. IO. 
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alter his resolution, and decide him to renounce the scheme. 
In this latter disposition he falls asleep, when a dream appears : 
a tall stately man stands over him, denounces his change of 
opinion, and peremptorily commands him to persist in the 
enterprise as announced. In spite of this dream, Xerxes. still 
adheres to his altered purpose, assembles his council the next 
morning, and after apologising for his angry language towards 
Artabanus, acquaints them to their great joy that he adopts 
the recommendations of the latter, and abandons his project 
against Greece. But in the following night, no sooner has 
Xerxes fallen asleep, than the same dream and the same figure 
again appear to him, repeating the previous command in 
language of terrific menace. The monarch, in a state of great 
alarm, springs from his bed and sends for Artabanus, whom 
he informs of the twice-repeated vision and divine mandate 
interdicting his change of resolution. " If (says he) it be the 
absolute will of God that this expedition against Greece should 
be executed, the same vision will appear to thee also, provided 
thou puttest on my attire, sittest in my throne, and sleepest 
in my bed." 1 Not without reluctance, Artabanus obeys this 
order (for it was high treason in any Persian to sit upon the 
regal throne 2), but he at length complies, expecting to be able 
to prove to Xerxes that the dream deserved no attention. 
"Many dreams (he says) are not of divine origin, nor anything 
better than mere wandering objects such as we have been 
thinking upon during the day : this dream, of whatever nature 
it may be, will not be foolish enough to mistake me for the 
king, even if I be in the royal attire and bed ; but if it shall 
still continue to appear to thee, I shall myself confess it to be 
divine.'' s Accordingly Artabanus is placed in the regal throne 
and bed, and as soon as he falls asleep, the very same figure 
shows itself to him also, saying, "Art thou he who dissuadest 
Xerxes, on the plea of solicitude for his safety, from marching 
against Greece? Xerxes has already been forewarned of that 

1 Herodot. vii. rs. El if>v Be&s hrn 6 ~'1mrlp.1TWV Kal oi 1T<iVTWS '" 7]5ovfj 
icrT< -revlcr8a< CTTpaT1}1\acrl7JV e1rl T~v 'Ell.ll.doa, i11"<11"Tf,creTa< Kal crol TwuT~ 
..-ovTo 6ve~pov, 6p.olws Kal ip.ol lvnll.ll.op.•vov. EbplcrKw 5e c1ioe &.v -y<v6p.eva 
TCXVTa, El il.a{3ou "T~V lp.~V CTKEU~V 1TaCTaV, Kal iv5vs, fl.ETii "TauT« !Co10 ~. 
TOV £p.~v Bp&vov, Kal l'll"e<Ta lv KOlT!1 Tji lp.ji KaTu'll"vt/;cr<•as. Compare vii. 8. 
6EOS TE ofl"Tw UoyEl, &c. 

2 See Brissonius, De Regno Persamm, lib. i. p. 27. 
3 Herodot. vii. r6. Ov -yil.p 0~ ~. 'TOCTDV'TO 'Y• EV7)8El1}s avf,KEI "TOVTO, g 'TI of, 

I<~Ti f':_TI "TO i1f1cJ>~IVOp.<VOV "TOI ~~ T:! 81rv'!', tJCTTE 00~,., tp.e 6piiJ~ CTE bp~v, Tji 
1Jj1 iCT,81/TI "TEKp.a<pop.EVOV. E< -yap 0~ €71"1'/>0<Ti,IJEIE "YE CTUVEXEWS, cpai7)V &_y 
Kal auTbs 8eiov elva<. 
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which he will suffer if he disobeys, and thou too shalt not 
escape either now or in future, for seeking to avert that which 
must and shall be." With these words the vision assumes 
a threatening attitude, as though preparing to burn out the 
eyes of Artabanus with hot irons, when the sleeper awakens 
in terror, and runs to communicate with Xerxes. "I have 
hitherto, 0 king, recommended to thee to rest contented with 
that vast actual empire on account of which all mankind think 
thee happy; but since the divine impulsion is now apparent, 
and since destruction from on high is prepared for the Greeks, 
I too alter my opinion, and advise thee to command the 
Persians as God directs; so that nothing may be found 
wanting on thy part for that which God puts into thy 
hands." 1 

It is thus that Herodotus represents the great expedition of 
Xerxes to have originated; partly in the rashness of Mardonius, 
who reaps his bitter reward on the field of battle at Plata:a­
but still more in the influence of "mischievous Oneiros," who 
is sent by the gods (as in the second book of the Iliad) to put 
a cheat upon Xerxes, and even to overrule by terror both his 
scruples and those of Artabanus. The gods having deter­
mined (as in the instances of Astyages, Polykrates, and 
others) that the Persian empire shall undergo signal humilia­
tion and repulse at the hands of the Greeks, constrain the 
Persian monarch into a ruinous enterprise against his own 
better judgement. Such religious imagination is not to be 
regarded as peculiar to Herodotus, but as common to him 
with his contemporaries generally, Greeks as well as Persians, 
though peculiarly stimulated among the Greeks by the abund­
ance of their epic or quasi-historical poetry. Modified more or 
less in each individual narrator, it is made to supply connect­
ing links as well as initiating causes for the great events of 
history. As a cause for this expedition, incomparably the 
greatest fact and the most fertile in consequences, throughout 
the political career both of Greeks and Persians, nothing less 
than a special interposition of the gods would have satisfied 
the feelings either of one nation or the other. The story of 

1 Herodot. vii. IS. 'E1rel o€ OU!p.ovl7] TIS ')li-yve-ra! ~Pfl~, kal•EAA7]Vas, ws 
lo<ke, tp8op-h ns kaTal\ap.{3d.v•• 8e{Jll.a-ros, ~')1(, fLEV Kal a!J-r~s -rp&.1rop.a•, Kal T~v 
')IVWfL7]V p.e-ra-ri8<p.aL. • • • • • llolee o€ oii-rw 8t<ws, TOV 8eou 1rapaOL06v-ros, 
.,.a,, u&v ~voe-hueTaL fl1JO,v. 

The expression Tou 8eov 1rapaMi6v-ros in this place denotes what is 
expressed by.,.~ xpebv -yirve<r8aL, c. I7. The dream threatens Artabanus 
and Xerxes for trying to turn aside the current of destiny-or in other 
words, to contravene the predetermined will of the gods. 
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the dream has its rise (as Herodotus tells us 1) in Persian fancy, 
and is in some sort a consolation for the national vanity; but 
it is turned and coloured by the Grecian historian, who 
mentions also a third dream, which appears to Xerxes after his 
resolution to march was finally taken, and which the mistake of 
the Magian interpreters falsely construed 2 into an encourage­
ment, though it really threatened ruin. How much this 
religious conception of the sequence of events belongs t0 the 
age, appears by the fact, that it not only appears in Pindar and 
the Attic tragedians generally, but pervades especially the 
Pers::e of JEschylus, exhibited seven years after the battle of 
Salamis-in which we find the premonitory dreams as well as 
the jealous enmity of the gods towards vast power and over­
weening aspirations in man; 3 though without any of that 
inclination, which Herodotus seems to have derived from 
Persian informants, to exculpate Xerxes by representing him as 
disposed himself to sober counsels, but driven in a contrary 
direction by the irresistible fiat of the gods.4 

1 Herodot. vii. 12. Kal of] ICOU ~~~ Tji VUICTl eloe 6.jiiV TOL/]voe, &s AE'YfTaL 
61rb ll•pcr.!wv. 

Herodotus seems to use llv••pov in the neuter gender, not i5PELpos in the 
m"sculine : for the alteration of Bahr (ad vii. 16) of ~wvTa in place of 
~wPTos, is not at all called for. The masculine gender i5vELpos is commonly 
used in Homer ; but there are cases of the neuter i5vELpov. 

Respecting the influence of dreams in determining the enterprises of the 
early Turkish sultans, see Von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmanischen 
Reichs, book ii. vol. i. p. 49· 

2 Compare the dream of Darius Codomannus. Plutarch, Alexander, c. 
18. Concerning the punishment inflicted by Astyages on the Magians for 
mi,interpreting his dreams, see Herodot. i. 128. 

Philochorus, skilled in divination, affirmed that Nikias put a totally 
wrong interpretation upon that fatal eclipse of the moon which induced him 
to delay his retreat, and proved his ruin (Plutarch, Nikias, c. 23). 

3 JEschylus, Pers. 96, 104, 181, 220, 368, 745, 825: compare Sophocl. 
Ajax, 129, 744, 775, and the end of the CEdipus Tyrannus; Euripid. 
Hecub. 58 ; Pindar, Olymp. viii. 86 ; Isthm. vi. 39 ; Pausanias, ii. 33, 3· 
Compare the sense of the word l'iE<crtl'iall'-wv in Xenophon, Agesilaus, c. II, 
sect. 8-" the man who in the midst of success fears the envious gods"­
opposed to the person who confides in continuance of ~uccess: and Klausen, 
Theologumena A<:schyli, p. 18. 

' The manner in which Herodotus groups together the facts of his history 
in obedience to certain religious and moral sentiments in his own mind, is 
well set forth in Hoffmeister, Sittlich-religiiise Lebensansicht des Herodotos, 
Essen, 1832, especially sects. 21, 22, pp. I 12 seq. Hoffmeister traces the 
veins of sentiment, running through, and often overlaying or transfotming, 
the matters of fact through a considerable portion of the nine books. He 
does not, perhaps, sufficiently advert to the circumstance, that the in­
formants from whom Herodotus collected his facts were for the most part 
imbued with sentiments similar to himself; so that the religious and moral 
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While we take due notice of those religious conceptions 

with which both the poet and the historian surround this vast 

vein pervaded more or less his original materials, and did not need to be 
added by himself. There can be little doubt that the priests, the ministers 
of temples and oracles, the exegetre or interpreting guides around these holy 
places-were among his chief sources for instructing himself: a stranger, 
visiting so many different cities, must have been constantly in a situation to 
have no other person whom he could consult. The temples were interest­
ing both in themselves and in the trophies and offerings which they 
exhibited, while the persons belonging to them were (as a general rule) 
accessible and communicative to strangers, as we may see both from 
Pausanias and Plutarch-both of whom, however, had books before them 
also to consult, which Herodotus hardly had at all. It was not only the 
priests and ministers of temples in Egypt, of H erakles at Tyre, and of B~lus 
at Babylon, that Herodotus questioned (i. 181; ii. 3, 44, 143), but also 
those of Delphi (A•A.<f>wv oioa ~7ih oiiTws i'ucaluras ")l<vhr8a.t, i. 20 : compare 
i. 91, 92, 51); Dild6na (ii. 52}; of the Ismenian Apollo at Thebes (v. 59); 
of Athen~ Alea at Tegea (i. 66); of D~meter at Paros (vi. 134-if not the 
priests, at least persons full of temple inspirations) ; of Halus in Achaia 
Phthi6tis (vii. 197); of the Kabeiri in Thrace (ii. 5!); of persons connected 
with the Herilon of Protesilaus in the Chersonese (ix. I 16, 120). The facts 
which these persons communicated to him were always presented along with 
associations referring to their own functions or religious sentiments, so that 
Herodotus did not introduce anything new when he incorporated them as 
such in his history. The treatise of Plutarch-" Cur Pythia nunc non 
reddat Oracula Carmine "-affords an instructive description of the ample 
and multifarious narratives given by the expositors at Delphi, respecting the 
eminent persons and events of Grecian history, to satisfy visitors who came 
full of curiosity-cpll,oB<a,uoves, <f>tA.oAo")lo< and <f>tAo,ua8€is (Plutarch, ib. p. 
394)-such as Herodotus was in a high degree. Compare pp. 396, 397, 
400, 407, of the same treatise: also Plutarch De Defectu Oraculorum, p. 
417-ol Aeil.cpwv 8eoA.O")Iot, &c. Plut:>.rch remarks that in his time political 
life was extinguished in Greece, and that the questions put to the Pythian 
priestess related altogether to private and individual affairs; whereas, in 
earlier times, almost all political events came somehow or other under her 
cognisance, either by questions to be answered, or by commemorative 
public offerings (p. 407). In the time of Herodotus, the great temples, 
especially those of Delphi and Olympia, were interwoven with the whole 
web of Grecian political history. See the Dissertation of Prel!er, annexed 
to his edition of Polemonis Fragmenta, c. 3, p. 157-162; De Historia 
atque Arte Periegetarum ; also K. F. Hermann, Gottesdienstliche 
Alterthlimer der Griechen, part I. ch. Iz, p. 52. 

The religious interpretation of historical phenomena is thus not peculiar 
to Herodotus, but belongs to him in common with his informants and his 
age generally, as indeed Hoffmeister observes (p. 31-136): though it is 
remarkable to notice the frankness with which he (as well as the contem­
porary poets: see the references in Monk, Euripid. Alcestis, II 54) predi­
cates envy and jealousy of the gods, in cases where the conduct which he 
supposes thein to pursue, is really such as would deserve that name in a 
man,-and such as he himself a>cribes to the despot (iii. So). He does not 
think himself obliged to call the gods just and merciful while he is attribut­
ing to them acts of envy and jealousy in their dealing with mankind. ]3ut 
the religious interpretation does not reign alone throughout the narrative of 
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conflict of Greeks and barbarians, we need look no further than 
ambition and revenge for the real motives of the invasion. 
Considering that it had been a proclaimed project in the mind 
of Darius for three years previous to his death, there was no 
probability that his son and successor would gratuitously 
renounce it. Shortly after the reconquest of Egypt, Xerxes 
began to make his preparations, the magnitude of which 
attested the strength of his resolve as well as the extent of his 
designs. The satraps and subordinate officers, throughout the 
whole range of his empire, received orders to furnish the 
amplest quota of troops and munitions of war-horse and foot, 
ships of war, horse.-transports, provisions, or supplies of various 
kinds, according to the circumstances of the territory; while 
rewards were held out to those who should execute the orders 
most efficiently. For four entire years these preparations were 
carried on, and as we. are told that similar preparations had 
been going forward during the three years preceding the death 
of Darius, though not brought to any ultimate result, we 
cannot doubt that the maximum of force, which the empire 
could possibly be made to furnish, 1 was now brought to execute 
the schemes of Xerxes. 

The Persian empire was at this moment more extensive than 
ever it will appear at any subsequent period ; for it comprised 
maritime Thrace and Macedonia as far as the borders of 
Tl1essaly, and nearly all the islands of the JEgean north of 
Krete and east of Eubcea-including even the Cyclades. 
There existed Persian forts and garrisons at Doriskus, Eion, 
and other places on the coast of Thrace, while Abdera with the 
other Grecian settlements on that coast were numbered among 
the tributaries of Susa. 2 It is necessary to bear in mind these 
Herodotus : it is found side by side with careful sifting of fact and specifi­
cation of positive, definite, appreciable causes: and this latter vein,is what 
really distinguishes the historian from his age,-forming the preparation for 
Thucydides, in whom it appears predominant and almost exclusive. See 
this point illustrated in Creuzer, Historische Kunst der Griechen, Abschnitt 
iii. p. I So- I 59· 

Jager (Disputationes Herodotere, p. 16, Gottingen, 1828) professes to 
detect evidences of old age (senile ingenium) in the moralising colour which 
overspreads the history of Herodotus, but which I believe to have belonged 
to his middle and mature age not less than to his latter years-if indeed he 
lived to be very old, which is no way proved, except upon reasons which 
I have already disputed. See Bahr, Commentatio de Vita et Scriptis 
Herodoti, in the fourth volume of his edition, c. 6, p. 388. 

1 I-Ierodot. vii. 19. xwpov 7rcf.vra lpwvwv Ti)S -h11"dpov. 
2 Herodot. vii. 106. Kar<crracrav -y?tp tTt 1rp&npov ra6r71s Ti)s ~~el\cf.crws 

(i.e. the invasion by Xerxes) iJ1rapxo• ~v rjj ®p71i'Ky Ka! roil 'E71.71.71cr11"0vrov 
1ravraxil- vii. 108. ioeiio671.wro -yap, &s Kal 7rp&np&v fLOt lielif)71.wrat, {I J.dxp• 
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boundaries of the empire, at the time when Xerxes mounted 
the throne, as compared with its reduced limits at the later 
time of the Peloponnesian war-partly that we may understand 
the apparent chances of success to his expedition, as they 
presented themselves both to the Persians and to the medising 
Greeks-partly that we may appreciate the after-circumstances 
connected with the formation of the Athenian maritime 
empire. 

In the autumn of the year 481 B.c., the vast army thus raised 
by Xerxes arrived, from all quarters of the empire, at or near 
to Sardis ; a large portion of it having been directed to assemble 
at Kritala in Kappadokia, on the eastern side of the Halys, 
where it was joined by Xerxes himself on the road from Susa.l 
From thence he crossed the Halys, and marched through 
Phrygia and Lydia, passing through the Phrygian towns of 
Keheme, Anaua and Koloss:;e, and the Lydian town of 
Kallatebus, until he reached Sardis, where winter-quarters were 
prepared for him. But this land force, vast as it was (respect­
ing its numbers, I shall speak further presently), was not all 
that the empire had been required to furnish. Xerxes had 
determined to attack Greece, not by traversing the .!Egean, as 
Datis had passed to Eretria and Marathon, but by a land force 
and fleet at once; the former crossing the Hellespont, and 
marching through Thrace, Macedonia and Thessaly; while the 
latter~_was intended to accompany and co-operate. A fleet of 
1207 ships of war, besides numerous vessels of service and 
burthen, had been assembled on the Hellespont and on the 
coasts of Thrace and Ionia; moreover Xerxes, with a degree of 
forethought much exceeding that of his father Darius in the 
Scythian expedition, had directed the formation of large 
magazines of provisions at suitable maritime stations along the 
line of march, from the Hellespont to the Strymonic Gulf. 
During the four years of military preparation there had been 
time to bring together great quantities of flour and other 
essential articles from Asia and Egypt. 2 

If the whole contemporary world were overawed by the vast 
assemblage of men and muniments of war, which Xerxes thus 
brought together, so much transcending all past, we might even 
say all subsequent, experience-they were no less astounded by 
@E<Ta'aii.{7!S 71"aa'a, Kal ijv 071"0 {3aa'til.fia oaiYp.OtfnJpos, Meya{3a(ov 'f€ KaTaUTpel[ta­
}J-tfVOV J<al fiu-repov Mapooviou ; also vii. 59, and Xenophon, Memorab. iii. 5, 
1 I. Compare JEschylus, Pers. 87r-8g6, and the vision ascribed to Cyrus 
in reference to his successor Darius, covering with his wings both Europe 
and Asia (Herodot. i. 209). 

I Herodot. vii. 26-31. 2 Herodot. vii. 23-25. 
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two enterprises which entered into his scheme-the bridging 
of the Hellespont, and the cutting of a ship-canal through the 
isthmus of Mount Athos. For the first of the two there had 
indeed been a precedent, since Darius about thirty-five years 
before had caused a bridge to be thrown over the Thracian 
Bosphorus, and crossed it in his march to Scythia. Yet this 
bridge of Dinius, though constructed by the Ionians and by a 
Samian Greek, having had reference only to distant regions, 
seems to have been little known or little thought of among the 
Greeks generally, as we may infer from the fact that the poet 
JEschylus 1 speaks as if he had never heard of it; while the 
bridge of Xerxes was ever remembered both by Persians and 
by Greeks as a most imposing display of Asiatic omnipotence. 
The bridge of boats-or rather the two separate bridges not far 
removed from each other,-which Xerxes caused to be thrown 
across the Hellespont, stretched from the neighbourhood of 
Abydos on the Asiatic side to the coast between Sestos and 
Madytus on the European, where the strait is about an English 
mile in breadth. The execution of the work was at firs.t 
entrusted, not to Greeks, but to Phe£nicians and Egyptians, 
who had received orders long beforehand to prepare cables of 
extraordinary strength and size expressly for the purpose ; the 
material used by the Phe£nicians was flax, that employed by 
the Egyptians was the fibre of the papyrus. Already had the 
work been completed and announced to Xerxes as available for 
transit, when a storm arose, so violent as altogether to ruin it. 
The '\Hath of the monarch, when apprised of this catastrophe, 
burst all bounds. It was directed partly against the chief 
engineers, whose heads he caused to be struck off, 2 but partly 
also against the Hellespont itself. He commanded that the 
strait should be sc0urged with 300 lashes, and that a set of 
fetters should be let down into it as a further punishment. 
Moreover Herodotus had heard, but does not believe, that he 
even sent irons for the purpose of branding it. " Thou bitter 
water (exclaimed the scourges while inflicting this punishment), 
this is the penalty which our master inflicts upon thee, because 
thou hast wronged him though he hath never wronged thee. 
King Xerxes will cross thee, whether thou wilt or not ; but 
thou deservest not sacrifice from any man, because thou art a 
treacherous river of (useless) salt water." 3 

1 JEschylus, Pers. 731, 754, 873. 
2 Plutarch (De Tranquillitate Animi, p. 470) speaks of them as having 

had their noses and ears cut off. 
3 Herodot. vii. 34, 35· ~VE'TEAAE'TO ll~ a>v pcnr!(ovTctS, 1\e'feiV /3¢.p/3a.p&. Te 
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Such were the insulting terms heaped by order of Xerxes 

on the rebellious Hellespont. Herodotus calls them "non­
Hellenic and blasphemous terms," which, together with their 
brevity, leads us to believe that he gives them as he heard them, 
and that they are not of his own invention, like so many other 
speeches in his work, where he dram1!-tises, as it were, a given 
position. It has been common however to set aside in this case 
not merely the words, but even the main incident of punishment 
inflicted on the Hellespont,1 as a mere Greek fable rather than a 
real fact; the extreme childishness and absurdity of the proceeding 
giving to it the air of an enemy's calumny. But this reason will 
not appear sufficient, if we transport ourselves back to the time 
and to the party concerned. To transfer to inanimate objects 
the sensitive a~ well as the willing and designing attributes of 
human beings, is among the early and wide-spread instincts of 
mankind, and one of the primitive forms of religion. And 
although the enlargement of reason and experience gradually 
displaces this elementary Fetichism, banishing it from the 
Fegions of reality into those of conventional fiction-yet the 
force of momentary passion will often suffice to supersede the 
acquired habit : and even an intelligent man 2 may be impelled 
in a moment of agonising pain to kick or beat the lifeless 
object from which he has suffered. By the old procedure, 
never formally abolished, though gradually disused, at Athens 
-an inanimate object which had caused the death of a man 
was solemnly tried and cast out of the border. And the 
Arcadian youths, when they returned hungry from an un­
successful day's hunting,3 scourged and pricked the god Pan 

t<<tl o:r&crOall.a, .,.n 'lrtt<p~v f)S.,p, 3ecr'lrOT7]! 1"01 Ui<?JV l7rtTt0€i T~vlie, g.,., p.w 
i]fii~e?]cras, oMi€v 1rp'bs lt<dvov ll.aucov 1raO&v. Kal flacnll.eus p.~v 'S)p~?]S 3ta· 

.f3~rn-ral cr•, ~v .,., cr6 'l'• {3ov71.y, 1jv .,., t<al p.fr crol a£ 1<a-ra li[K?Jv llpa otilids 
av8pd>7ro.!V fJ{m, WS iOVTI ooMprfi 7"€ Kat nA.p.vprfi 7r0Taf.lrfi. 

The assertion-that no one was in the habit of sacrificing to the H elles· 
pont-appears strange, when we look to the subsequent conduct of Xerxes 
himself (vii. 53): compare vii. II3, and vi. 76. The epithet .ra!t, employed 
as a reproach, seems to allude to the undrinkable character of the water. 

I See Stanley and Blomlield ad JEschyl. Pers. 73r, and K. 0. Miiller (in 
his Review of Benjamin Constant's work Sur la Religion), Kleine Schriften, 
vol. ii. p. 59· 

2 See Auguste Comte, Traite de Philosophie Positive, vol. v. le~on 52, 
pp. 40, 46. 

3 See Wachsmuth, Hellenisch. Alterthumer, 2, i. p. 320, and K. F. 
Hermann, Griech. StaatsalterthUmer, sect. 104. 

For the manner in which Cyrus dealt with the river Gynd~s, see Herodot. 
i. 202. The Persian satrap Pharnuch~s was thrown from his horse at 
Sardis, and received an injury of which he afterwards died: he directed his 
attendants to lead the horse to the place where the accident had happened, 



After Battle of Marathon I 37 
or his statue by way of revenge. Much more may we suppose 
a young Persian monarch, corrupted by universal subservience 
around him, to be capable of thus venting an insane wrath. 
The vengeance exercised by Cyrus on the river Gyndes (which 
he caused to be divided into three hundred and sixty streamlets, 
because one of his sacred horses had been drowned in it), 
affords a fair parallel to the scourging of the Hellespont by 
Xerxes. To offer sacrifice to rivers, and to testify in this 
manner gratitude for service rendered by rivers, was a familiar 
rite in the ancient religion. While the grounds for distrusting 
the narrative are thus materially weakened, the positive evidence 
will be found very forcible. The expedition of Xerxes took place 
when Herodotus was about four years old, so that he afterwards 
enjoyed ample opportunity of conversing with persons who had 
witnessed and taken part in it : and the whole of his narrative 
shows that he availed himself largely of such access to informa­
tion. Besides, the building of the bridge across the Hellespont, 
and all the incidents connected with it, were acts necessarily 
known to many witnesses, and therefore the more easily verified. 
The decapitation of the unfortunate engineers was an act fear­
fully impressive, and even the scourging of the Hellespont, 
while essentially public, appears to Herodotus 1 (as well as to 
Arrian afterwards), not childish, but impious. The more 
attentively we balance, in the case before us, the positive 
testimony against the intrinsic negative probabilities, the more 
shall we be disposed to admit without diffidence the statement 
of our original historian. 

New engineers-perhaps Greek along with, or in place of, 
Phrenicians and Egyptians-were immediately directed to 
to cut off all his legs, and leave him to perish there (Herodot. vii. 88). 
The kings of Macedonia offered sacrifice even during the time of Herodotus, 
to the river which had been the means of preserving the life of theit 
ancestor Perdikkas ; after he had crossed it, the stream swelled and 
arrested his pursuers (Herodot. viii. 138) : see an analogous story about the 
inhabitants of Apollonia and the river Aous, Valerius Maxim. i. 5, z. 

After the death of the great boxer, wrestler, &c., Theagenes of Thasus, 
a statue was erected to his honour. A personal enemy, perhaps one of the 
1400 defeated competitors, came every night to gratify his wrath and 
revenge by flogging the statue. One night the statue fell down upon this 
scourger and killed him ; upon which his relatives indicted the statue for 
murder: it was found guilty by the Thasians, and thrown into the sea. 
The gods however were much displeased with the proceeding, and visited 
the Thasians with continued famine, until at length a fisherman by accident 
fished up the statue, and it was restored to its place (Pausan. vi. I r, z). 
Compare the story of the statue of Hermes in Bahrius, Fabul. ug, edition 
of ~Ir. Lewis. 

1 Herodot. vii. 35-54: compare viii. 109. Arrian, Exp. Alex. vii. 14, 9· 
F 2 
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recommence the work, which Herodotus now describes in 
detail, and which was executed with increased care and solidity. 
To form the two bridges, two lines of ships-triremes and 
pentekonters blended together-were moored across the strait 
breastwise, with their sterns towards the Euxine and their heads 
towards the JEgean, the stream flowing always rapidly from 
the former towards the latter. I They were moored by anchd\-s 

1 Herodot. vii. 36. The language in which Herodotus describes the 
position of these ships which formed the two bridges, seems to me to have 
been erroneously or imperfectly apprehended by most of the commentators : 
see the notes of Biihr, Kruse, Wesseling, Rennell, and especially Larcher: 
Schweighiiuser is the most satisfactory.-Toil p.'tv n&v.,.ou bwcapuias, Toil 3e 
'EA.li.1/IT7rOVTou t<aTil. p&ov. The explanation given by Tzetzes of ~'lrtlcapu1as 
by the word 7rll.a-ylas seems to me hardly exact : it means, not oblique, but 
at right angles with. The course of the Bosphorus and Hellespont, flowing 
out of the Euxine sea, is con.ceived by the historian as meeting that sea at 
right angles; and the ships, which were moored near together along the 
current of the strait, taking the line of each from head to stern, were there­
fore also at right angles with the Euxine sea. Moreover Herodotus does 
not mean to distinguish the two bridges hereby, and to say that the ships 
of the one bridge were Tov n&vTou ~7rlt<apuias, and those of the other 
bridge Tov 'EA.A.1j<T7r6vTou ~<aTil. p6ov, as Biihr and other commentators 
suppose : 6oth the predicates apply alike to 6oth the bridges,-as indeed it 
stands to reason that the arrangement of ships best for one bridge must also 
have been best for the other. Respecting the meaning of ~,..,,&.puLos in 
Herodotus, see iv. 101 ; i. 180. In the Odyssey (ix. 70: compare Eustath. 
ad toe.) ~'lnt<apuLal does not mean oblique, but headlong before the wind: 
compare ~,.lt<ap, Iliad, xviii. 392. So in·the position of the ships as described 
by Herodotus, if the wind blew from the Euxine, it would be right abaft of 
them. 

The circumstance stated by Herodotus,-that in the bridge higher '{P the 
stream or nearest to the Euxine, there were in all 36o vessels, while m the 
other bridge there were no more than 314,-has perplexed the commen­
tators and induced them to resort to inconvenient explanations-as that of 
saying, that in the higher bridge the vessels were moored not in a direct 
line across, but in a line slanting, so that the extreme vessel on the 
European side was lower down the stream than the extreme vessel on the t 
Asiatic side. This is one of the false explanations given of bnt<apulas 
(slanting, schrdg) : while the idea of Gronovius and Larcher, that the 
vessels in the higher bridge presented their broadsitk to the current, is still 
more inadmissible. But the difference in the number of ships employed in 
the one bridge compared with the other, seems to admit of an easier 
explanation. We need not suppose, nor does Herodotus say, that the two 
bridges were quite close together : considering the multitude which had to 
cross them, it would be convenient that they should be placed at a certain 
distance from each other. If they were a mile or two apart, we may well 
suppose that the breadth of the strait was not exactly the same in the two 
places chosen, and that it may have been broader at the point of the upper 
bridge-which moreover might require to be made more secure, as having 
to meet the first force of the current. The greater number of vessels in the 
upper bridge will thus be accounted for in a simple and satisfactory 
manner. 



After Battle of Marathon 139 
head and stem, and by very long cables. The number of ships 
placed to carry the bridge nearest to the Euxine was three 

In some of the words used by Herodotus there appears an obscurity: 
they run thus-~(eb')'VUO"GtV 5€ ~Qe· llEV'T1]1COVTfpous Kal rrptflpeas duvOfvres, 
{nro f'~V .-1}v (these words are misprinted in Bahr's edition) 1rpos roil E~~Eivou 
IIPv'!"ou ~~f)H:ov-r& T< Kal rp<7)1COO'las, 01r0 I>~ .-1}v ET~P71" T~O'O'Ep<S Kal OEH:a Kal 
-rpt7]tWG'las (Toll p.€v n6v-rou, brucapcr(as, TOiJ 0€ rEA.A.?]tT1r9VTOU fCa•rfi. {>6ov), fva. 
ciYaKWXE1~IJ T'OV T6vov rWv 87ri\WJI' a-vvOfVTES 0€, 0.}'K{;pas KaT1]KaV 7rEpt}J.'f}JCeas, 
&c. 

There is a difficulty respecting the words Yva &va~<wx•6v -rov .-&vov .-wv 
o1r.\ow-what is the nominative case to this verb? Bahr says in his note, 
sc. li {>6os, and he construes -rwv 81r.\wv to mean the cables whereby the 
anchors were held fast. But if we read further on, we shall see that -ril. 
81r.\a mean, not the anchor·cables, but the cables which were stretched 
across from shore to shore to form the bridge : the very same words .-wv 
81!".\wv -roil .-6vov, applied to these latter cables, occctr a few lines after· 
wards. I think that the nominative case belonging to &va~<wx•6v is 17 
f'o<Jlvpa (not li {>6os), and that the words from roil f<EV n&v.-ov down to p6ov 
are to be read parenthetically, as I have printed them above : the express 
object for which the ships were moored was, " that the bridge might hold 
up, or sustain, the tension of its cables stretched across from shore to shore.'' 
I admit that we should naturally expect &vaKwX<Vwcn, and not &va~<wx•vv, 
since the proposition would be true of both bridges; but though this makes 
an awkward construction, it is not inadmissible, since each bridge had been 
previously described in the singular number. 

Bredow and others accu•e Herodotus of ignorance and incorrectness in 
this description of the bridges, but there seems nothing to bear out this 
charge. 

Herodotus (iv. 85), Strabo (xiii. p. 591), and Pliny (H. N. iv. 12; vi. r: give seven stadia as the breadth of the Hellespont in its narrowest part. 
Dr. Pococke also assigns the same breadth: Tournefort allows about a 
mile (vol. ii. lett. 4). Some modern -French measurements give the 
distance as something considerably greater-II30 or II50 toises (see 
Miot's note on his translation of Herodotus). The Duke of Ragusa states 
it at 700 toises (Voyage en Turquie, vol. ii. p. 164). If we suppose the 
breadth to be one mile or 5280 feet, 360 vessels at an average breadth of 
14} feet would exactly fill the space. Rennell says, "Eleven feet is the 
breadth of a barge : vessels of the size of the smallest coasting craft were 
adequate to the purpose of the bridge." (On the Geography of Herodotus, 
p. 127.) 

The recent measurements or estimates stated by Miot go much beyond 
Herodotus: that of the Duke of Ragusa nearly coincides with him. But 
we need not .suppose that the vessels filled up entirely the whole breadth, 
without leaving any gaps between: we only know, that there were no 
gaps left large enough for a vessel in voyage to sail through, except in 
three specified places. 

I avail myself of a second edition to notice some comments of Professor 
Dunbar upon this note, inserted in the critical remarks appended to the 
third edition of his Greek and English Lexicon, voc. 'E7rtKci.pcrws, 
Herodotus. 

Jllr. Dunbar differs from me, as well as from Liddell and Scott, in the 
meaning of the word ~.,..,,&.pu<os, but I do not perceive that he brings any 
convincing arguments. He says, that this adjective signifies "in a cross 
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hundred and sixty; the number in the other, three hundred 
and fourteen. Over each of the two lines of ships, across from 

direction, and is opposed by Herodotus to l5p8~as, in a straight directi~n, 
and to leElo.s (Herodot. iv. ror; i. r8o)." 

I have made reference in my note to both these fassages, and they 
seem to me to bec.r out my meaning. In the latter o the two, it is not 
exact to say that ~·nxap<Tias is opposed to !8eias: on the contrary, the two 
epithets are applied to the very same streets : "All the streets of Babylon 
(says Herodotus) are cut straight; those streets which run directly down to 
the river, as well as the rest." 

It is true that in iv. 101, Herodotus contrasts, in a certain sense, 
bwd.pr1ws with /Jpews. Speaking of the figure of Scythia, he says that it 
is a parallelogram, of which two sides forming an angle with each other, 
are lines of coast; while the other two sides run straight up lnto the 
interior (6p6ta. ~is T1jv ftE<To')'nutv) to a certain point of junction. To go 
from the coast into the interior is always conceived by a Greek as going 
upward-livw ; to come from inland to the coast, as coming downward, 
Krf.'Tw. Hence Herodotus says that these two sides g0 straight up t'nto the 
inten'or. The other two sides of the parallelogram, which run along the 
coast, Herodot ,s calls ~7rmap<Tias, faWng in a straight line, or directly, 
upon the other two which run 6piha ls ·dw p.<<To-yauzv, It is plain that if 
the two sides, which ran up into the interior and there joined each other, 
were straight, the other two sides of the parallelogram would be straight 
also: so that bruwpr1ias in this passage does not bear any sense inconsistent 
with straightness. 

In construing the passage-'E(EV')'VV<Tav ll€ ail!e flevT'JKOvrlpous Kal 
Tp<-f)peas <Tvv64v'TES, V1TO p.ev 'T~V 1tpos 'TOU ED~Eivov n&v'TOU ~Nrwvni. .,.. Kal 
-rpL'fliWuia.s, inrO BE -ri]V E"t€prJV 7errueperrKtt£0etta. Ka.l '1'"pL1)KOO"La.s (-roiJ }J.~V 
n6vrou, ~1f'mapufas, TOV Of #EAA?']l1?T0wrov, ua:rCt.. p6ov), 1va.. ltvcurwx,=fJ'[J rbv 
T6vov TWII ~1rll.wv, Mr. Dunbar says, " Mr. Grote and the editors of 
Herodotus supply 7€¢upav with 01ra p.ev T1}v, and 01r0 ll< ... ~W h.!p'lf<'. But 
I cannot conceive what rational meaning can be extracted from t{;Evyvv<To.v 
·-b?ro p,<v Tl}v (-y,tpvpav), when the pentekonters and the triremes formed 
the -y€<Pvpu.v. There can (I imagine) be no doubt that -y1/v or. xJ,pav must 
be understood (which they very often are with the Greek writers); the 
/a1ld, namely, on each side of the strait: 01r1l p,€v .,.~, (-yijv), on the Asian 
side; 071"0 oe Tl}V hep1)V, on the European side." 

To deal first with Mr. Dunbar's objection to my meaning, which is the 
same as that of Bahr and others, I cannot admit his assertion, that "the 
pentekonters and the triremes formed the ')'E<Pupar. '' They formed the 
support of the bridge; standing in the same relation to it, as the piles of 
Waterloo Bridge stand to the bridge itself. Speaking largely, or for 
common purposes, indeed, the bridge is understood to mean the whole 
construction, support and all : bat the essential portion of the bridge is, 
the continuous way across from bank to bank, which, in the case of a 
narrow stream, may exist without any supports at alL Now the pente­
konters and triremes did not of themselves form any continuous way 
across; this was formed by the row of tight parallel cables laid over them, 
resting upon them, and stretching across from bank to bank. And 
Herodotus uses the preposition om) which expresses this relation : the 
pentekonters and triremes were put together side by side under the bridge; 
or rather, they were first put, and then the bridge of tightened cables was 
laid over or upon them. 



After Battle of Marathon 
shore to shore, were stretched six vast cables, which discharged 
the double function of holding the ships together, and of 

1\Ir. Dunbar's supposition that the substantive belonging to ,j,.IJ !L~" T~v, 
&c. is -yi)v-meaning the two opposite coasts, Asiatic and European­
seems to me inadmissible. The words Thv 1rpos Tov Eb~Eivou n6vTou, if 
you apply them to one of the two bridges, designate naturally enough the 
one which is highest up in the stream: but they cannot be employed to 
signify the Asiatic coast as distinguished from the European, for they have 
just as much reference to one as to the other. Nor can I think that the 
preposition v1ro can be used to signify what Mr. Dunbar means. Assuming 
even that it could properly be used to mean those ships which were 
moored near or close to the land, we must recollect that what Herodotus 
is here describing, is a series of ships lying near each other across the 
whole breadth of the stream. Of the larger portion of these ships it could 
never be said with any propriety, that they lay iJ,.IJ -rhv -yi)v-either under 
the Asiatic or European coast. Besides, on Mr. Dunbar's construction, 
Herodotus would be only describing one bridge, whereas there were 
undeniably two. • 

Mr. Dunbar's conception of the structure of the bridge differs essentially 
from mine, but I should lengthen this note too much by commenting 
upon it. 

He contests my supposition that the two bridges may have been at some 
distance from each other, on the ground that both of th~m terminated in 
an c1.1cT~ Tpaxla ~s 8aA.auuav Ka-r.f)Kouua, on the European side ; and he 
translates CtKT~ promontory or headland. But CtK-rij, just as often, if not 
oftener-means a line of coast, stretching along for a considerable distance 
(see Herodot. iv. 38). 

Again, he differs from me, and agrees with Bahr, in regard to the 
nominative case which is to be understood to the verb &.va~<wx•6v. He 
thinks that o p6os is understood, not 7, /'<.pupa-observing-

" How the bridge should keep the cables in a state of tension, I cannot 
comprehend. ~Iva must be referred to a cause immediately preceding and 
well·ascertained; and this can only be the term p6os. From the statement 
which the historian givt>s of the different modes of anchoring the two 
divisions, it would appear that it was necessary for the triremes to be 
moored in the direction of the current, in order that it might by its force 
keep the cables taut, and not allow them to swing." I confess that I do 
r_ot feel the difficulty which strikes Mr. Dunbar, in translating the words 
1va &.va~<wx•6v -rov T6vov -rwv (i,.A.wv, in the way that I have proposed in an 
earlier part of this note. And I have already remarked that by the words 
.,./w -r&vov -rwv g,.A.wv, Herodotus does not mean the anchor.cables, but the 
vast cables stretched across: as he himself again uses the phrase a few 
lines farther on -duwp ~7r<Tl8<uav KaTV7r<p8< Twv g,.A.wv -rov -r&vou, where 
Bahr and Schweighauser justly remark that it is equivalent to KaTVrr<p8e 
TWV lhrA.wv ~v-rerafLEVWV. It might be possible to suppose.;, uvv8E(J'<S or .,.iJ. 
uuv-r<8E.v.•va (extracted out of the preceding participle uuvB<ivTEs) the under­
stood nominative case to &.va~<wx<vp, which would get rid of the awkward 
construction of -yl.pupa in the singular number-ll<VT'l)KovT<ipous Kal -rp<.f)p<as 
uvvOE,TfS 1va. &vaJCwxe6p (1, q-/,v8e(]'u -rWv Tpt7JpEwv) T0v T6vov 'TiiJv 01TA.wv, 
Ct')'K6pas KaTi)Kav 7rEp<f1.-h"•as, &c. For cases in which an unexpre5'ed 
nominative case is extracted out of the verb preceding, compare 1\latthiae, 
Gr. Gr. s. 295; and Kuhner, Gr. Gr. s. 414. 

Mr. Dunbar speaks "o.f tke dijfermt modes o.f anchoring the two 
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supporting the bridge-way to be laid upon them. They were 
tightened by means of capstans on each shore : in three 
different places along the line, a gap was left between the ships 
for the purpose of enabling small trading vessels without masts, 
in voyage to or from the Euxine, tG pass and repass beneath 
the cables. 

Out of the six cables assigned to each bridge, two were of 
flax and four of papyrus, combined for the sake of increased 
strength ; for it seems that in the bridges first made, which 
proved too weak to resist the winds, the Phcenicians had 
employed cables of flax for one bridge, the Egyptians those of 
papyrus for the other.1 Over these again were laid planks of 

divisions:" and Bahr holds the same opinion. But as I understand 
Herodotus, he speaks of no such difference : all the ships, in both bridges, 
were anchored both ahead and astern, with their heads down the stream. 
~vv8~VTES 0€ lt')'KVpas Ka-r1]KaV 7reptp:f!Keas, Tcls p.fv ?rp0~ Toil Il&V'TOU Tijs 
ETEp'T]s, TWV avEp.wv ei'VEI\:EV TWv lfJ'6J8ev EK1f"Ve&JI'T{J)JI, Tijs oe ~T€p1]s, Tfis 
.,.pbs Ea"'1rEp7JS n Kal Tau A1-yafov, elipov .,.. Kal v&.,.ov eYveKa. Bahr construes 
.,.ijs hep7]s--rijs o€ hlpTJs-as if they agreed with -yetpvpas, and as if the 
anchors of the ships belonging to one bridge had been let down at the 
extremity towards the Euxine-the anchors of those belonging to the other 
bridge at the extremity towards the .tEgean. Surely this explanation 
cannot be received. If a ship held by only one anchor, that anchor always 
must be at the extremity towards the Euxine ; for the current of the 
Hellespont, which runs from the Euxine, would not permit it to be other­
wise. Even if the anchor were originally let down at the head, when 
pointing to the .tEgean, the force of the current would alter the position of 
the ship until the anchor came to be between the ship and the Euxine. 
Besides, it surely cannot be doubted, that the same mode of anchorage 
which was suitable for the ships of one bridge would also be suitable for 
those of the other. Moreover, the historian tells us that some anchors 
were intended to guard against the winds blowing out of the Euxine­
others, to guard against those blowing out of the .tEgean. Surely, each 
ship of each bridge would need to be made fast against both. Compare 
Pindar, Olymp. vi. 101, /5{,' lf·r~<vpat. 

I construe the words .,.ijs E7"Ep71s--rijs a€ hep71s-differently from Bahr. 
It seems to me that they do not agree with -yetp6pas, bnt with f.!Optoos, 
-reMvTijs, or some word indicating direction, or relative bearing, on the 
one side ; on the other side, equivalent to lvOev ,.,<v, lvOev a<. Sufficient 
vindication may be fonnd of the use of the genitive case hlp7J• in Matthiae, 
Gr. Gr. § 377 ; Kuhner, Gr. Gr. § 523. And in this case it coincides 
with the fundamental conception which these authors give us of a Greek 
Genitive-as designing the whence, or source .from which an action arises. 
The anchors are conceived as pulling from one side and from the other 
side, against the dangerous winds when they blow. 

1 For the long celebrity of these cables, see the epigram of Archim~lus, 
composed two centuries and a half afterwards, in the time of Hiero II. of 
Syracuse, ap. Athenreum, v. 209. 

Herodotus states that in thickness and compact make ('1raXtJ-r1)~ Kal 
Kail.il.ovn) the cables of flax were equal to those of papyrus; but that in 
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woods, sawn to the appropriate width, secured above by a 
second line of cables stretched across to keep them in their 
places. Lastly, upon this foundation the causeway itself was 
formed, out of earth and wood, with a palisade on each side 
high enough to prevent the cattle which passed over from 
seeing the water. 

The other great work which Xerxes caused to be performed, 
for facilitating his march, was, the cutting through of the 
isthmus which connects the stormy promontory of Mount 
Athos with the mainland.1 That isthmus near the point where 
it joins the mainland was about twelve stadia (not quite so 
many furlongs) across, from the Strymonic to the Toronaic 
Gulf; and the canal dug by order of Xerxes was broad and 
deep enough for two triremes to sail abreast. In this work 
too, as well as in the bridge across the Hellespont, the 
Phc:enicians were found the ablest and most efficient among 
all the subjects of the Persian monarch; but the other 
tributaries, especially the Greeks from the neighbouring town 
of Akanthus, and indeed the entire maritime forces of the 
empire,2 were brought together to assist. The head-quarters 
of the fleet were first at K yme and Phokcea, next at Elceus in 
the southern extremity of the Thracian Chersonese, from which 
point it could protect and second at once the two enterprises 
going forward at the Hellespont and at Mount Athos. The 
canal-cutting at the latter was placed under the general 
directions of two noble Persians-Bubares and Artachceus, 
and distributed under their measurement as task-work among 
the contingents of the various nations; an ample supply of 
flour and other provisions being brought for sale in the 
neighbouring plain from various parts of Asia and Egypt. 

Three circumstances in the narrative of Herodotus respecting 
this work deserve special notice. First, the superior intelli­
gence of the Phc:enicians, who, within sight of that lofty island of 

weight the former were superior ; for each cubit in length of the flaxen 
cable weighed a talent : we can hardly reason upon this, because we do 
not know whether he means an Attic, an Euboic, or an LEginrean talent; 
nor, if he means an Attic talent, whether it be an Attic talent of commerce, 
or of the monetary standard. 

T!1e cables contained in the Athenian dockyard are distinguished as 
<TXO<Yia OI<Two&.K-rul\.a, ~;aMKTul\.a-in which expressions, however, M. 
Boeckh cannot certainly determine whether circumference or diameter be 
meant : he thinks probably the former. See his learned hook, Das 
Seewesen der Athener, ch. x. p. 165. 

1 For a specimen of the destructive storms near the promontory of 
Athos, see Ephorus, Fragment. 121, ed. Diodot; Diodor. xiii. 41, 

2 Herodot. vii. 22, 23, 116; Diodor. xi. 2. 
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Thasos which had been occupied three centuries before by 
their free ancestors, were now labouring as instruments to 
the ambition of a foreign conqueror. Amidst all the people 
engaged, they alone took the precaution of beginning the 
excavation at a breadth far greater than the canal was finally 
destined to occupy, so as gradually to narrow it, and leave a 
convenient slope for the sides. The others dug straight down, 
so that the time as well as the toil of their work was deubled 
by the continual falling in of the sides-a remarkable illustra­
tion of the degree of practical intelligence then prevalent, since 
the nations assembled were many and diverse. Secondly, 
Herodotus remarks that Xerxes must have performed this 
laborious work from motives of mere ostentation : "for it 
would have cost no trouble at all" (he observes 1) to drag all 

1 Herodot. vii. 24 : ws p.'.v lp.< t1up.{3ali.M6p.evov Ef>p!t1tmv, p.eya"A.o</>pot16vrrs 
e?ve~ea. a tirO 'i!.tp~'YJS Op{nJ'uew E.'!EA eve, l8EA.wv -re 8VvaJ.LLV Ct:rroBelKvvuBat, Ka! 
fJ.V'I/!J.&t1vva "A.t7re0'8at• 1rapelw -yap, p.1/l'iova 1r&vov "A.afJ6vTas, TDv lff8p.ov 
r?t.s, vEas Ou:,'pVcrat, !p~acretv €1t~A.ev~ StWpvxa Ti] OaA&.ua"r" elipos Ws 0Vo­
-rpt7/p<as 7rll.eetv lip.ov •"A.aO'Tp•vp.evas. 

According to the manner in which Herodotus represents this excavation 
to have been performed,. the earth dug out was handed up by man to man 
from the bottom of the canal to the top-the whole perfc;med by hand. 
without any aid of cranes or barrows. 

The pretended work of turning the course of the river Halys, which 
Grecian report ascribed to Croesus ()n the advice of Thali!s, was a far 
greater work than the cutting at Athas (Herodot. i. 75). 

As this ship-canal across the isthmus of Athos has been treated often as 
a fable both by ancients (Juvenal, Sat. x.) and by moderns (Cousinery, 
Voyage en Macedoine), I transcribe the observations of Colonel Leake. 
That excellent observer points out evident traces of its past existence: but 
in my judgement, even if no such traces now remained, the testimony of 
Herodotus and Thucydidi!s (iv. 109) would alone be sufficient to prove 
that it had existed really. The observations of Colonel Leake illustrate 
at the same time the motives in which the canal originated: "The ca!Jaf 
(he says) seems to have been not more than sixty feet wide. As history 
does not mention that it was ever kept in repair after the time of Xerxes, ~ 
the waters from the heights around have naturally filled it in part with soil 
in the course of ages. It might, however, without much labour, be 
renewed, and there can be no doubt that it would be useful to the naviga-
tion of the JEgean: for such is the fear entertained by the Greek boatmen 
of the strength and uncertain direction of the currents around Mount 
Athas, and of the gales and high seas to which the vicinity of the mountain 
is subject during half the year, and which are rendered more formidable by 
the deficiency of harbours in the Gulf of Orfana, that I could not, as long 
as I was on the peninsula, and though offering a high price, prevail upon 
any boat to carry me from the eastern side of the peninsula to the western, 
Xerxes, therefore, was perfectly justified in cutting this canal, as well from 
the security which it afforded to his fleet, as from the facility of the work 
and the advantages of the ground, which seems made expressly to tempt 
such an undertaking. The experience of the losses which the former 
expedition under Mardonius had suffered suggested the idea. The circum· 
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the ships in the fleet across the isthmus ; so that the canal was 
nowise needed. So familiar a process was it, in the mind of a 
Greek of the fifth century B.c., to transport ships by mechanical 
force across an isthmus ; a special groove or slip being 
seemingly prepared for them : such was the case at the Diolkus 
across the isthmus of Corinth. Thirdly, it is to be noted, that 
the men who excavated the canal at Mount Athos worked 
under the lash ; and these, be it borne in mind, were not 
bought slaves, but freemen, except in so far as they were 
tributaries of the Persian monarch; perhaps the father of 
Herodotus, a native of Halikarnassus and a subject of the brave 
Queen Artemisia, may have been among them. We shall find 
other examples as we proceed, of this indiscriminate use of the­
whip, and full conviction of its indispensable necessity, on the 
part of the Persians 1-even to drive the troops of their subject­
contingents on to the charge in battle. To employ the scourge 
in this way towards freemen, and especially towards freemen 
engaged in military service, was altogether repugnant both to 
Hellenic practice and to Hellenic feeling. The Asiatic and 
insular Greeks were relieved from it, as from various other 
hardships, when they passed out of the Persian dominion to 
become, first allies, afterwards subjects, of Athens : and we 
shall be called upon hereafter to take note of this fact when 
we appreciate the complaints preferred against the hegemony 
of Athens. 

At the same time that the subject-contingents of Xerxes 

navigation of the capes Am pel us and Canastneum was much less dangerous, 
as the gulfs afford some good harbours, and it was the object of Xerxes to 
collect forces from the Greek cities in those gulfs as he passed. If there 
be any difficulty arising from the narrative of Herodotus, it is in compre· 
bending how the operation should have required so long a time as three 
years, when the king of Persia had such multitudes at his disposal, and 
among them Egyptians and Babylonians, accustomed to the making of 
canals." (Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iii. ch. 24, p. 145.) 

These remarks upon the enterprise are more judicious than those of 
:\[ajor Rennell (Geogr. of Herodot. p. II6). I may remark that Herodotus 
docs not affirm that the actual cutting of the canal occupied three years,­
he assigns that time to the cutting with all its preliminary arrangements 
included-7rpoe-rot,u&(e-ro ~" -rp<wv ~-r<wv KOV ,u&l\.t(f-ra l• -rlw "A8wv (vii. 22). 

~ liero~ot. ':ii. 22: -~puuU'o"_ fnrO p.a.,fJ'-ri,'Yw~ -rra.v'T~Oa1r~l 'Tl]s u;p~n1js· 
lltaSoxo< o l<j>ot-rwv.-vn. 56 : ::.ep~7J• o<, E7rE< -re ote/37) er -rhv EvpW7r7JV, 
~871ol-ro -rbv cr-rpa-rbv v1rb p.aO'Ti')'wY ota/3alvov-ra :-compare vii. IOJ, and 
Xenophon, Anabasis, iii. 4-25. 

The essential necessity, and plentiful use, of the whip, towards subject­
tributaries, as conceived by the ancient Persians, finds its parallel in the 
modem Turks. See the Memoires du Baron de Tott, vol. i. p. 256 seqq .• 
and his dialogue on this subject with his Turkish conductor Ali·Aga. 
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excavated this canal, which was fortified against the sea at its 
two extremities by compact earthen walls or embankments, 
they also threw bridges of boats over the river Strymon. 
These two works, together with the renovated double bridge 
across the Hellespont, were both announced to Xerxes as 
completed and ready for passage, on his arrival at Sardis at the 
beginning of winter 481-480 B.c. Whether the whole of his 
vast army arrived at Sardis at the same time as himself, and 
wintered there, may reasonably be doubted; but the whole 
was united at Sardis and ready to march against Greece, at the 
beginning of spring 480 B.C. 

While wintering at Sardis, the Persian monarch despatched 
heralds to all the cities of Greece, except Sparta and Athens, 
to demand the received tokens of submission, earth and water. 
The news of his prodigious armament was well calculated to 
spread terror even among the most resolute of them. And he 
at the same time sent orders to the maritime cities in Thrace 
and Macedonia to prepare "dinner" for himself and his vast 
suite as he passed on his march. That march was commenced 
at the first beginning of spring, and continued in spite of 
several threatening portents during the course of it-one of 
which Xerxes was blind enough not to comprehend, though, 
according to Herodotus, nothing could be more obvious than 
its signification 1-while another was misinterpreted into a 
favourable omen by the compliant answer of the Magian 
priests. 

On quitting Sardis, the vast host was divided into two 
1 Herodot. vii. 57· T~pas IT</>< ~<j>&v71 !'o'Ya, .,.!, 'E!.Ip¢71s ~~~ oMievl A.O-yp 

hrozrwa'To, J(ctf,.ep <biTv!'/3A'f/'TOV ~6JP y,.,.os 7ap ~T<J(< A.a76v. EbiT~!'/3ll.'f/'Tov 
ibv .,.!iii• ~'Yive'To, g"' lp.el.A.e ~-''" ~A.iiv tnpa-rttJV ~,.) Tt/11 'El.A.&oa :Up~'I/S 
li.'YavptiTa'Ta xal P.•'YaAo1Tp<7rE!J''Tct'Ta, lnrltrw o€ 1TEpl1wvrov rp!xwv ~~Elll b TOP 

al!rlw x&pov. 
The prodigy was, that a mare brought forth a hare, which signified that 

Xerxes would set forth on his expedition to Greece with strength and 
,splendour, but that he would come back in timid and disgraceful/light. 

The implicit faith of Herodotus, first in the reality of the fact-next, in 
the certainty of his interpretation-deserves notice, as illustrating his canon 
<>f belief and that of his age. The interpretation is doubtless here the 
,generating cause of the story interpreted : an ingenious man, after the 
:expedition has terminated, imagines an appropriate simile for its proud 
c:ommencement and inglorious termination (Parturiunt montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus), and tbe simile is recounted, either by himself or by some 
hearer who is struck with it, as if it had been a real antecedent fact. The 
aptness of this supposed antecedent fact to foreshadow the great Persian 
invasion (ro riJifvp.f3l.'f/TOV of Herodotus) serves as presumptive evidence to 
bear out the witness asserting it ; while departure from the established 
analogies of nature affords no motive for disbelief to a man who admits 
that the gods occasionally send special signs and warnings. 
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nearly equal columns ; a spacious interval being left between 
the two for the king himself with his guards and select Persians. 
First of all 1 came the baggage, carried by beasts of burden, 
immediately followed by one-half of the entire body of infantry, 
without any distinction of nations. Next, the select troops, 
1000 Persian cavalry with IOoo Persian spearmen, the latter 
being distinguished by carrying their spears with the point 
downwards, as well as by the spear itself, which had a golden 
pomegranate at its other extremity, in place of the ordinary 
spike or point whereby the weapon was planted in the ground 
when the soldier was not on duty. Behind these troops 
walked ten sacred horses, of vast power and splendidly 
caparisoned, bred on the Nis<ean plains in Media : next, the 
sacred chariot of Zeus, drawn by eight white horses-wherein 
no man was ever allowed to mount, not even the charioteer, 
who walked on foot behind with the reins in his hand. Next 
after the sacred chariot came that of Xerxes himself, drawn 
by Nis<ean horses; the charioteer, a noble Persian named 
Patiramphes, being seated in it by the side of the monarch­
who was often accustomed to alight from the chariot and to 
enter a litter. Immediately about his person were a chosen 
body of 1ooo horse-guards, the best troops and of the highest 
breed among the Persians, having golden apples at the reverse 
extremity of their spears, and followed by other detachments 
of 1000 horse, Io,ooo foot, and Io,ooo horse, all native 
Persians. Of these Io,ooo Persian infantry, called the Im­
mortals because their number was always exactly maintained, 
9ooo carried spears with pomegranates of silver at the reverse 
extremity, while the remaining IOoo, distributed in front, rear, 
and on each side of this detachment, were marked by pome­
granates of gold on their spears. With them ended what we 
may call the household troops : after whom, with an interval 
of two furlongs, the remaining host followed pell-mel].2 
Respecting its numbers and constituent portions I shall speak 
presently, on occasion of the great review at Doriskus. 

On each side of the army, as it marched out of Sardis, was 
seen suspended one-half of the body of a slaughtered man, 
placed there expressly for the purpose of impressing a lesson 
on the subjects of Persia. It was the body of the eldest son of 
the wealthy Pythius, a Phrygian old man resident at Kel<en<e, 

1 Compare the description of the processional march of Cyrus, as given 
in the Cyropredia of Xenophon, viii. 2, 1-20. 

2 Herodot. vii. 41. Mera a€ .,.~. 11T'ITOV BlEAEAEl'IT1"0 f(al Iiiio CTTai5lovs, t<al 
bElTa b Aomos 8p.1A.os ~IE i.vapl~. 
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who had entertained Xerxes in the course of his march from 
Kappadokia to Sardis, and who had previously recommended 
himself by rich gifts to the preceding king Darius. So 
abundant was his hospitality to Xerxes, and so pressing his 
offers of pecuniary contribution for the Grecian expedition, 
that the monarch asked him what was the amount of his 
wealth. "I possess (replied Pythius), besides lands and 
slaves, 2000 talents of silver and 3,993,000 0f golden darics, 
wanting only 7ooo of being 4,ooo,0oo. All this gold and 
silver do I present to thee, retaining only my lands and slaves, 
which will be quite enough." Xerxes replied by the strongest 
expressions of praise and gratitude for his liberality; at the 
same time refusing his offer, and even giving to Pythius out of 
his own treasure the sum of 7ooo darics, which was wanting to 
make up the exact sum of 4,ooo,ooo. The latter was so elated 
with this mark of favour, that when the army was about to 
depart from Sardis, he ventured, under the influence of terror 
from the various menacing portents, to prefer a prayer to the 
Persian monarch. His five sons were all about to serve in the 
invading army against Greece : his prayer to Xerxes was, that 
the eldest of them might be left behind, as a stay to his own 
declining years, and that the service of the remaining four with 
the army might be considered as sufficient. But the unhappy 
father knew not what he asked. "Wretch! (replied Xerxes) 
dost thou dare to talk to me about thy son, when I am myself 
on the march against Greece, with my sons, brothers, relatives, 
and friends? thou who art my slave, and whose duty it is to 
follow me with thy wife and thy entire family? Know that the 
sensitive soul of man dwells in his ears : on hearing good 
things, it fills the body with delight, but boils with wrath when 
it hears the contrary. As, when thou didst good deeds and 
madest good offers to me, thou canst not boast of having sur­
passed the king in generosity-so now, when thou hast turned 
round and become impudent, the punishment inflicted on thee 
shall not be the full measure of thy deserts, but something less. 
FCJr thyself and for thy four sons, the hospitality which I 
received from thee shall serve as protection. But for that one 
son whom thou especially wishest to keep in safety, the forfeit 
of his life shall be thy penalty." He forthwith directed that 
the son of Pythius should be put to death, and his body 
severed in twain ; of which one-half was to be fixed on the 
right-hand, the other on the left-hand, of the road along which 
the army was to pass.l 

1 The incident respecting Pythius is in Herodot. vii. 27, 28, 38, 39· 
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}. · -- · milar, yet rather less revolting, has been 

specting Darius, when undertaking his 
:ythia. Both tales illustrate the intense 
th which the Persian kings regarded the 

umven;al personal service, when they were them­
field. They seem to have measured their strength 
er of men .whom they collected around them, with 
reference to quality : and the very mention of 

the idea that a subject and a slave should seek to 
aself from a risk which the monarch was about to 

1cuunter-was an offence not to be pardoned. In this as in 
1e other acts of Oriental kings, whether grateful, munificent 
· ferocious, we trace nothing but the despotic force of 
~rsonal will, translating itself into act without any thought of 
msequences, and treating subjects with less consideration 
tan an ordinary Greek master would have shown towards his 
aves. 
From Sardis, the host of Xerxes directed its march to 

bydos, first across Mysia and the river Kalkus-then through 
tarneus, Karine, and the plain of Thebe. They passed 
dramyttium and Antandrus, and crossed the range of Ida, 
1ost part of which was on their left-hand, not without some 
'ss from stormy weather and thunder. 1 From hence they 
:ached Ilium and the river Skamander, the stream of which 
as drunk up, or probably in part trampled and rendered 
1drinkable, by the vast host of men and animals. In spite 
' the immortal interest which the Skamander derives from 
1e Homeric poems, its magnitude is not such as to make this 
ct surprising. To the poems themselves even Xerxes did not 
isdain to pay tribute. He ascended the holy hill of Ilium,­
:viewed the Pergamus where Priam was said to have lived 
1d reigned,-sacrificed tooo oxen to the patron goddess 
thene,-and caused the Magian priests to make libations in 
mour of the heroes who had fallen on that venerated spot. 
e even condescended to inquire into the local details,2 

mndantly supplied to visitors by the inhabitants of Ilium, of 
1at great real or mythical war to which Grecian chronologers 
td hardly yet learned to assign a precise date. And doubt­
ss when he contemplated the narrow area of that Troy which 
1 the Greeks confederated under Agamemnon had been 

Jlace no confidence in the estimate of the wealth of Pythius; but in other 
;pects, the story seems well entitled to credit. 
1 Herodot. vii. 42. 
2 Herodot. vii. 43· 6E7]<Tcip.evos a~, Kal 7ru66p.Evos J<Elvwv eKCI.IJ"Ta, &c. 
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unable for ten years to overcome, he coul~ _ 
these same Greeks would fall an .easy prey b~ 
able host. Another day's march between R 
neium and Dardanus on the left-hand, and the 
Gergis on the right-hand, brought him to Abydo 
two newly-constructed bridges over the Hellespon 
him. 

On this transit from Asia into Europe Herodotus dw 
peculiar emphasis-and well he might do so, since w 
consider the bridges, the invading number, the unmeas. 
hopes succeeded by no less unmeasured calamity-it w. 
appear not only to have been the most imposing event of hi1 
century, but to rank among the most imposing events of al 
history. He surrounds it with much dramatic circumstance 
not only mentioning the marble throne erected for Xerxes or 
a hill near Abydos, from whence he surveyed both his masse1 
of land-force covering the shore and his ships sailing an( 
racing in the strait (a race in which the Phcenicians of Sidor 
surpassed the Greeks and all the other contingents)-but alsc 
superadding to this real fact a dialogue with Artabanus, 
intended to set forth the internal mind of Xerxes. He furthe1 
quotes certain supposed exclamations of the Abydenes at th~ 
-;ight of his superhuman power. "Why (said one of these 

.rror-stricken spectators 1), why dost thou, oh Zeus, under the 
shape of a Persian man and the name of Xerxes, thus bring 
together the whole human race for the ruin of Greece? l1 
would have been easy for thee to accomplish tlzat without sc 
much ado." Such emphatic ejaculations exhibit the strong 
feeling which Herodotus or his informants throw into the 
scene, though we cannot venture to apply to them the scrutiny 
of historical criticism. 

At the first moment of sunrise, so sacred in the mind of 
Orientals, 2 the passage was ordered to begin. The bridgeE 
were perfumed with frankincense and strewed with myrtle 
boughs, while Xerxes himself made libations into the sea with 
a golden censer, and offered up prayers to Helios, that hE 
might effect without hindrance his design of conquerin.§ 

1 Herodot. vii. 45. 53. s6. ...n Zeu, .. l oh &vopl elli&fLEVO$ nlp<Ty, l<a 
o!Jvof'a &v.-l A<os 'E.<p~ea eEf'evos, &vcf.<T.-a.-ov 'rtJII 'E.\A.cf.~a ~8lil•ts 1TOt~<Ta<, 

Cf."YCAJV 1f'dVTctS lJ.P8pcfnrovs J• ~eal ')IQ.p liVEV TOVTfwv ~~?]V TOL 'trOL~El11 TctiJra. 
'.! Tacitus, Histor. iii. 24. "Undique clamor, et orientem salem, ita ii 

Syria mas est, consalutav~re"-in his striking description of the nigh 
battle near Cremona between the Roman ~oops ofVitellius and Vespasian 
and the rise of the sun while the combat was yet unfinished : C()mpare als< 
Quintus Curtius (iii. 3, 8, p. 41, ed. Mutzel). 
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Europe even to its farthest extremity. Along with his libation 
he cast into the Hellespont the censer itself, with a golden 
bowl and a Persian scimitar-" I do not exactly know 1 (adds 
the historian) whether he threw them in as a gift to Helios, 
or as a mark of repentance and atonement to the Hellespont 
for the stripes which he had inflicted upon it." Of the two 
bridges, that nearest to the Euxine was devoted to the military 
force-the other to the attendants, the baggage, and the beasts 
of burthen. The Io,ooo Persians, called Immortals, all wear­
ing garlands on their heads, were the first to pass over. Xerxes 
himself, with the remaining army, followed next, though in an 
order somewhat different from that which had been observed 
in quitting Sardis : the monarch having reached the European 
shore, saw his troops crossing the bridges after him "under 
the lash." But in spite of the use of this sharp stimulus to 
accelerate progress, so vast were the numbers of his host, that 
they occupied no less than seven days and seven nights, with­
out a moment of intermission, in the business of crossing over 
-a fact to be borne in mind presently, when we come to 
discuss the totals computed by Herodotus.2 

Having thus cleared the strait, Xerxes directed his march 
along the Thracian Chersonese, to the isthmus whereby it is 
joined with Thrace, between the town of Kardia on his left­
hand and the tomb of Helle on his right-the eponymous 
heroine of the strait. After passing this isthmus, he turned 
westward along the coast of the Gulf of Melas and the JEgean 
Sea-crossing the river from which that Gulf derived its name, 
and even drinking its waters up (according to Herodotus) with 
the men and animals of his army. Having passed by the 
JEolic city of .!.Enus and the harbour called Stentoris, he 
reached the sea-coast and plain called Doriskus covering the 
rich delta near the mouth of the Hebrus. A fort had been 
built there and garrisoned by Darius. The spacious plain 
called by this same name reached far along the shore to Cape 
Serreium, and comprised in it the towns of Sale and Zone, 
possessions of the Samothracian Greeks planted on the 
territory once possessed by the Thracian Kikones on the 
mainland. Having been here joined by his fleet, which had 
doubled 3 the southernmost promontory of the Thracian 

1 Herodot. vii. 54· -raii-ra olnc txw i!J.-rpe":"'s ota1Cp7vat, olin d -r<jl 'H;\[cp 
ltvanlifls KaT~ICE es TO 71"~Aa")'OS, olin el p.e-rep.eA1)<TE ol -rov 'E;\;\-i)u71"o~-rov 
p.at1Tt'}'d}(rav·n, «al ltvT~ TOv-rE(J)v T~JV OdAa.uuav €0C~Jpir:To. 

2 Herodot. vii. ss, s6. LltE/31) OE b u-rpa-ros ab-rov EV ~71"-ra qp.epvu• Kal lv 
f1rrtt ebcpp&vpcrt, fAur{uras oVO€va xp6vov . 

.. 3 Herodot. vii. 58-59; Pliny, H. N. iv. II. Seesomevaluableren1arks 
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Chersonese, he thought the situation convenient for a general 
review and enumeration both of his land and his naval force. 

Never probably in the history of mankind has there been 
brought together a body of men from regions so remote and 
so widely diverse, for one purpose and under one command, 
as those which were now assembled in Thrace near the mouth 
of the Hebrus. About the numerical total we cannot pretend 
to form any definite idea; about the variety of contingents 
there is no room for doubt. "What Asiatic nation was there 
(asks Herodotus,1 whose conceptions of this expedition .seem 
.to outstrip his powers of language) that Xerxes did not bring 
against Greece? " Nor was it Asiatic nations alone, comprised 
within the Oxus, the Indus, the Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, the 
Levant, the lEgean and the Euxine : we must add to these 
also the Egyptians, the Ethiopians on the Nile south of Egypt, 
and the Libyans from the desert near Kyrene. Not all the 
expeditions, fabulous or historical, of which Herodotus had 
ever heard, appeared to him comparable to this of Xerxes, 
even for total number; much more in respect of variety of 
component elements. Forty-six different nations, 2 each with 
its distinct national costume, mode of arming, and local 
leaders, formed the vast land-force. Eight other nations 

on the topography of Doriskus and the neighbourhood of the town stil 
called Enos, in Grisebach, Reise durch Rumelien und nach Brussa, ch. 
vi. vol. i. p. IS7-I59 (Giittingen, 184r). He shows reason for believing 
that the indentation of the coast, marked on the map as the Gulf of JEnos, 
did not exist in ancient times, any more than it exists now, 

1 Herodot. vii. 2o-2r. 
2 See the enumeration in Herodotus, vii. 6r-96. In chapter 76, one 

name has dropped out of the text (see the note of Wesseling and Schweig­
hauser), which, in addition to those specified under the head of the land­
force, makes up exactly forty-six. It is from this source that Herodotus 
derives the boast which he puts into the mouth of the Athenians (ix. 27) 
respecting the battle of Marathon, in which they pretend to have vanquished 
forty-six nations-€euc.,Jua.,u•v lfJv•a. ~~ Ka.l 'Tf<T<T•pci.Kwra.: though there is no 
reason for believing that so great a number of contingents were engaged 
with Datis at Marathon. 

Compare the boasts of Antiochus king of Syria (B.C. 192) about his 
immense Asiatic host brought across into Greece, as well as the con­
temptuous comments of the Roman consul Quinctius (Livy, xxxv. 48--49). 
"Varia enim genera armorum, et multa nomina gentium inauditarum, 
Dahas, et Medos, et Cadusios, et Elymreos-Syros omnes esse : haud paulo 
mancipiorum melius, propter servilia ingenia, quam militum genus : " and 
the sharp remark of the Arcadian envoy Antiochus (Xenophon, Hellen. 
vii. r, 33), Quintus Curtius also has some rhetorical turns about the 
number of nations, whose names even were hardly known, tributary to the 
Persian empire (iii. 4, 29; iv. 45, 9) "ignota etiam ipsi Dario gentium 
nomina," &c. ~ 
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furnished the fleet, on board of which Persians, Medes and 
Sak:.e served as armed soldiers or marines. The real leaders, 
both of the entire army and of all its various divisions, were 
native Persians of noble blood, who distributed the various 
native contingents into companies of thousands, hundreds, and 
tens. The forty-six nations composing the land-force were as 
follows :-Persians, Medes, Kissians, Hyrkanians, Assyrians, 
Baktrians, Sak:.e, Indians, Arians, Parthians, Chorasmians, 
Sogdians, Gandarians, Dadikre, Kaspians, Sarang:.e, Paktyes, 
Utii, Myki, Parikanii, Arabians, Ethiopians in Asia and 
Ethiopians south of Egypt, Libyans, Paphlagonians, Ligyes, 
Matieni, Maryandyni, Syrians, Phrygians, Armenians, Lydians, 
Mysians, Thracians, Kabelians, Mares, Kolchians, Alarodians, 
Saspeires, Sagartii. The eight nations who furnished the fleet 
were-Phcenicians (3oo ships of war), Egyptians (2oo), Cypriots 
(rso), Kilikians (roo), Pamphylians (3o), Lykians (so), Karians 
(7o), Ionic Greeks (roo), Doric Greeks (3o), JEolic Greeks 
( 6o ), Hellespontic Greeks (roo), Greeks from the islands in 
the JEgean ( I7) : in all 1207 triremes or ships of war with 
three banks of oars. The descriptions of costumes and arms 
which we find in Herodotus are curious and varied. But it is 
important to mention that no nation except the Lydians, 
Pamphylians, Cypriots and Karians (partially also the Egyptian 
marines on shipboard) bore arms analogous to those of the 
Greeks (i. e. arms fit for steady conflict and sustained charge,! 
-for hand combat in line as well as for defence of the person,­
but inconveniently heavy either in pursuit or in flight). The 
other nations were armed with missile weapons,-light shields 
of wicker or leather, or no shields at all,-turbans or leather 
caps instead of helmets,-swords and scythes. They were not 
properly equipped either for fighting in regular order or for 
resisting the line of spears and shields which the Grecian 
hoplites brought to bear upon them. Their persons too were 
much less protected against wounds than those of the latter; 
some of them indeed, as the Mysians and Libyans, did not 
even carry spears, but only staves with the end hardened in 
the fire. 2 A nomadic tribe of Persians, called Sagartii, to the 
number of 8ooo horsemen, came armed only with a dagger 
and with the rope known in South America as the lasso, which 
tbey cast in the fight to entangle an antagonist. The 
.-Ethiopians from the Upper Nile had their bodies painted 
half red and half white, wore the skins of lions and panthers, 

1 H-:rodot. vii. 89-93. 2 Herodot. vii. 6 I -8 I 
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.and carried, besides the javelin, a long bow with arrows of 
reed, tipped with a point of sharp stone. 

It was at Doriskus that the fighting-men of the entire land- l 
army were first numbered; for Herodotus expressly informs 
us that the various contingents had never been numbered 
separately, and avows his own ignorance of the amount of 
each. The means employed for numeration were remarkable. 
Ten thousand men were counted,1 and packed together as 
closely as possible: a line was drawn, and a wall of enclosure 
built, around the space which they had occupied, into which 
.all the army was directed to enter successively, so that the 
aggregate number of divisions, comprising IO,ooo each, was 
thus ascertained. One hundred and seventy of these divisions 
were affirmed by the informants of Herodotus to have been 't 
thus numbered, constituting a total of r, 7oo,ooo foot, besides 
So,ooo horse, many war-chariots from Libya and camels from 
Arabia, with a presumed total of 2o,ooo additional men.2 
Such was the vast land-force of the Persian monarch : his 
naval equipments were of corresponding magnitude, com­
prising not only the r 207 triremes 3 or war-ships of three banks 
<>f oars, but also 3ooo smaller vessels of war and transports. 
The crew of each trireme comprised 200 rowers, and thirty 
fighting-men, Persians or Sak~; that of each of the ac­
<eompanying vessels included eighty men, according to an 
.average which Herodotus supposes not far from the truth. 
If we sum up these items, the total numbers brought by Xerxes 
from Asia to the plain and to the coast of Doriskus would reach 
the astounding figure of 2,317,ooo men. Nor is this all. In 
the farther march from Doriskus to Thermopyl~, Xerxes 
pressed into his service men and ships from all the people 
whose territory he traversed; deriving from hence a reinforce­
ment of r 20 triremes with aggregate crews of 24,ooo men, and 
<>f 3oo,ooo new land-troops, so that the aggregate of his force t 
when he appeared at Thermopyl~ was 2,64o,ooo men. To 
this we are to add, according to the conjecture of Herodotus, 
.a number not at all inferior, as attendants, slaves, sutlers, crews 
of the provision-craft and ships of burthen, &c., so that the male 

1 The army which Darius had conducted against Scythia is said to have 
been counted by divisions of 10,000 each, but the process is not described 
i.n detail (Herodot. iv. 87). 

2 Herodot. vii. 6o, 87, 184. This same rude mode of enumeration was 
~mployed by Darius Codomannus a century and a half afterwards, before 
he marched his army to the field of Iss us. (Quintus Curtius, iii. 2, 3, 
p. 2,~, Mntzel.) 

a Herodot. vii. 89-97. 



After Battle of Nlarathon I 55 
persons accompanying the Persian king when he reached his 
first point of Grecian resistance amounted to 5,283,220! So 
stands the prodigious estimate of this army, the whole strength 
of the eastern world, in clear and express figures of Herodotus, 1 

who himself evidently supposes the number to have been even 
greater; for he conceives the number of "camp-followers" as 
not only equal to, but considerably larger than, that of fighting­
men. \Ve are to reckon, besides, the eunuchs, concubines, 
and female cooks, at whose number Herodotus does not 
pretend to guess; together with cattle, beasts of burthen, 
and Indian dogs, in indefinite multitude, increasing the 
consumption of the regular army. 

To admit this overwhelming total, or anything near to it, is 
obviously impossible : yet the disparaging remarks which it has 
drawn down upon Herodotus are noway merited. 2 He takes 
pains to distinguish that which informants told him, from that 
which he merely guessed. His description of the review at 
Doriskus is so detailed, that he had evidently conversed with 
persons who were present at it, and had learnt the separate 
totals promulgated by the enumerators-infantry, cavalry, and 
ships of war great and small. As to the number of triremes, 
his statement seems beneath the truth, as we may judge from 
the contemporary authority of JEschylus, who in the 'Persre' 
gives the exact number of 1207 Persian ships as having fought 
at Salamis: but between Doriskus and Salamis, Herodotus 3 

has himself enumerated 647 ships as lost or destroyed, and only 
120 as added. No exaggeration therefore can well be sus­
pected in this statement, which would imply about 276,ooo as 

1 Herodot. vii. 185-186. brci."Ywv ,.-J.v-ra Tov -i}rjiov t17pa-rov ~" -rijs 'At1['f/s. 
(vii. 157.) "Vires Orientis et ultima secum Bactra ferens," to use the 
language of Virgil about Antony at Actium. 

2 Even Dahlmann, who has many good remarks in defence of Herodotus, 
hardly does him justice (Herodot. Aus seinem Buche sein Leben, ch. xxxiv. 
p. 176). 

8 Only 120 ships of war are mentioned by Herodotus (vii. 185) as having 
joined afterwards from the seaports in Thrace. But 400 were destroyed, 
if not more, in the terrible storm on the coast of Magnesia (vii. rgo); and 
the squadron of 200 sail, detached by the Persians round Eubcea, were also 
all lost (viii. 7); besides forty-five taken or destroyed in the various sea­
fights near Artemisium (vii. 194; viii. II). Other losses are also indicated 
(viii. 14-16). 

As the statement of .iEschylus for the number of the Persian triremes at 
Salamis appears well entitled to credit, we must suppose either that the 
number of Doriskus was greater than Herodotus has mentioned, or that a 
number greater than that which he has stated joined afterwards. 

See a good note of Amersfoordt, ad Demosthen. Orat. de Symmoriis, 
p. 88 (Leyden, 1821). 
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the number of the crews, though there is here a confusion or 
omission in the narrative which we cannot clear up. But the 
aggregate of 3ooo smaller ships, and still more that of I, 7oo, ooo 
infantry, are far less trustworthy. There would be little or no 
motive for the enumerators to be exact, and every motive for 
them to exaggerate-an immense nominal total would be no 
less pleasing to the army than to the monarch himself-so 
that the military total of land-force and ships' crews, which 
Herodotus gives as 2,641,ooo on the arrival at Thermopyl~, 
may be dismissed as unwarranted and incredible. And the 
computation whereby he determines the amount of non­
military persons present, as equal or more than equal to the 
military, is founded upon suppositions no way admissible. 
For though in a Grecian well-appointed army it was customary 
to reckon one light-armed soldier or attendant for every hoplite, 
no such estimate can be applied to the Persian host. A few 
grandees and leaders might be richly provided with attendants 
of various kinds, but the great mass of the army would have 
none at all. Indeed, it appears that the only way in which we 
can render the military total, which must at ali events have 
been very great, consistent with the conditions of possible sub­
sistence, is by supposing a comparative absence of attendants, 
and by adverting to the fact of the small consumption, and 
habitual patience as to hardship, of Orientals in all ages. An 
Asiatic soldier will at this day make his campaign upon scanty 
fare, and under privations which would be intolerable to an 
European.I And while we thus diminish the probable con­
sumption, we have to consider that never in any case of 
ancient history had so much previous pains been taken to 
accumulate supplies on the line of march : in addition to 

1 See on this point Volney, Travels in Egypt and Syria, ch. xxiv, 
vol ii. pp. 70,71; ch. xxxii. p. 367; and ch. xxxix. p. 435 (Engl. trans!.). 

Kinneir, Geographical Memoir of the Persian Empire, p. 22-23, 
Bernier, who followed the march of Aurungzebe from Delhi, in 1665, 
says that some estimated the number of persons in the camp at 300,000, 
others at different totals, but that no one knew, nor had they ever been 
counted. He says, "You are no doubt at a loss to conceive how so vast 
a number both of men and animals can be maintained in the field, The 
best solution of the difficulty will : ~ found in the temperance and simple 
diet of the Indians." (Bernier, Trav~!s in the Mogul Empire, translated 
by Brock, vol. ii. App. p. rr8.) 

So also Petit deJa Croix says, about the enormous host of Gengbis-Khan, 
"Les hommes sont si sabres, qu'ils s'accommodent de toutes sortes 
d'alimens. '' 

That author seems to estimate the largest army of Genghis at 700,000 
men. (Histoire de Genghis, liv. ii. ch. vi. p. 193.) 
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1
wh:ch, the cities in Thrace were required to furnish such an 
amount of provisions when the army passed by, as almost 
·brought them to ruin. Herodotus himself expresses his 
surprise how provisions could have been provided for so vast 
a multitude, and were we to admit his estimate literally, the 
difficulty would be magnified into an impossibility. Weighing 
the circumstances of the case well, and considering that this 
army was the result of a maximum of effort throughout the 
vast empire,-that a great numerical total was the thing chiefly 
demanded,-and that prayers for exemption were regarded by 
the Great King as a capital offence-and that provisions had 
been collected for three years before along the line of march­
we may well believe that the numbers of Xerxes were greater 
than were ever assembled in ancient times, or perhaps at any 
known epoch of history. But it would be rash to pretend to 
guess at any positive number, in the entire ab~ence of ascer­
tained data. When we learn from Thucydides that he found 
it impossible to find out the exact numbers ofthe small armies 
of Greeks who fought at Mantineia,1 we shall not be ashamed 
to avow our inability to count the Asiatic multitudes at 
Doriskus. We may remark, however, that, in spite of the 
reinforcements received afterwards in Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Thessaly, it may be doubted whether the aggregate total ever 
afterwards increased. For Herodotus takes no account of 
desertions, which yet must have been very numerous, in a 
!host disorderly, heterogeneous, without any interest in the 

1 Thucyd. v. 68. Xenophon calls the host of Xerxes innumerable­
, avap[Of<'fi'I"OV ITTpancfv (Ana bas. iii. 2, I 3). 

It seems not to be considered necessary for a Turkish minister to know 
the number of an assembled Turkish army. In the war between the 
l'ctssians and Turks in 1770, when the Turkish army was encamped at 
lhbadag near the Balkan, Baron de Tott tell us, " Le Visir me demanda 
un jour fort serieusement si l'armee Ottomane etoit nombreuse. C'est a 
vous que je m'adresserois, lui dis-je, si j'etais curieux de le savoir. Je 
!'ignore, me repondit-il. Si vous l'ignorez, comment pourrois-je en etre 
inotruit? En lisant Ia Gazette de Vzimne, me repliqua-t-il. Je restai 
confondu-" 

The Duke of Ragusa (in his Voyage en Ilongrie, Turquie, &c.), after 
mentioning the prodigiously exaggerated statements current about the 
numbers slain in the suppressed insurrection of the Janissaries at Con­
stantinople in r826, observes, "On a dit et repete, que leur nombre s'etoit 
eleve a huit ou dix mille, et cette opinion s'est accreditee (it was really 
about 500). Mais les Orientaux en general, et les Turcs en particulier, 
n'ont aucune idee des nombres: ils les emploient sans exactitude, et ils 
sont par caractere portes a l'exageration. D'un autre c6te, le gouverne­
ment a du favoriser cette opinion populaire, pour frapper !'imagination et 
inspirer une plus grande terreur." (vo!. ii. p. 37.) 
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I enterprise; and wherein the numbers of each separate con-

tingent were unknown. 
Ktesias gives the total of the host at Soo,ooo men, and rooa; 

triremes, independent of the war-chariots : if he counts the· 
crews of the triremes apart from the 8oo,ooo men (as seems 
probable), the total will then be considerably above a million . 
.IElian. assigns an aggregate of 7oo,ooo men: Diodorus 1 

appears to follow partly Herodotus, partly other authorities. 
None of these witnesses enable us to correct Herodotus, in a 
case where we are obliged to disbelieve him. He is in some 
sort an original witness, having evidently conversed with 
persons actually present at the muster of Doriskus, giving us 
their belief as to the numbers, together with the computation, 
true or false, circulated among them by authority. Moreover, 
the contemporary .IEschylus, while agree~ng with him exactly 
as to the number of triremes, gives no specific figure as to the 
land-force, but conveys to us in his 'Pers::e' a general senti­
ment of vast number, which may seem in keeping with the 
largest statement of Herodotus: the Persian empire is drained 
of men-the women of Susa are left without husbands and 
brothers-the Baktrian territory has not been allowed to retain ! 

even its old men.2 The terror-striking effect of this crowd I 

1 Ktesias, Persica, c. 22, 23 ; lElian, V. H. xiii. 3 ; Diodorus, xi. 2-1 r. i 
Respecting the various numerical statements in this case, see the note of .I 

Bos ad Cornel. Nepot. Themistocl. c. 2, p. 75, 76. i 
The Samian poet Choerilus, a few years younger than Herodotus, and f 

contemporary with Thucydides, composed an epic poem on the expedition.: 
of Xerxes against Greece. Two or three short fragments of it are all that \ 
is preserved : he enumerated all the separate nations who furnished con- , 
tingents to Xerxes, and we find not only the Sakre, but also the Solymi 
{apparently the Jews, and so construed by Josephus) among them. See 
Fragments, iii. and iv. in Nreke's edition of Choerilus, p. 121-134- Josephus 
cont. Apion. p. 454, ed. Havercamp. 

2 .A':schylus, Pers. 14-124, 722-737:. Heeren (in his learned work ox( 
the commerce of the ancient world, Uber den Verkehr der alten Welt, 
part 1, sect. I, pp. r6z, 558, 3rd edition) conceives that Herodotus had 
seen the actual muster-roll, made by Persian authority, of the army at 
Doriskus. I cannot think this at all probable : it is much more reasonable 
to believe that all his information was derived from Greeks who had 
accompanied the expedition. He must have seen and conversed with 
many such. The Persian royal scribes or secretaries accompanied the 
king, and took note of any particular fact or person who might happen to 
strike his attention (Herodot. vii. 100; viii. 90), or to exhibit remarkable 
courage. They seem to have been specially attached to the person of the 
king as ministers to his curiosity and amusement, rather than keepers of 
authentic and continuous records. 

Heeren is disposed to accept the numerical totals, given by Herodotus as , 
to the·army of Xerxes, much too easily, in my judgement; nor is he correct 
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was probably quite as great as if its numbers had really 
corresponded to the ideas of Herodotus. 

After the numeration had taken place, Xerxes passed in his 
~hariot by each of the several contingents, observed their equip­
ment, and put questions to which the royal scribes noted down 
the answers. He then embarked on board a Sidonian trireme 
(which had been already fitted up with a gilt tent), and sailed 
along the prows of his immense fleet, moored in line about 400 

feet from the shore, and every vessel completely manned for 
action. Such a spectacle was well calculated to rouse emotions 
of arrogant confidence. It was in this spirit that he sent forth­
with for Demaratus the exiled king of Sparta, who was among 
his auxiliaries-tiJ ask whether resistance on the part of the 
Greeks, to such a force, was even conceivable. The conversa­
tion between them, dramatically given by Herodotus, is one of 
the most impressive manifestations of sentiment in the Greek 
language.1 Demaratus assures him that the Spartans most 

in supposing that the contingents of the Persian army marched with their 
wives and. families (p. 557-559). 

1 ~en Herodotus specifies his informants (it is much to be regretted 
that he does not specify them oftener) they seem to be frequently Greeks, 
;uch as Dikreus the Athenian exile, Thersander of Orchomenus in Boeotia, 
Archiasof Sparta, &c. (iii. 55; viii. 65; ix. 16). He mentions the Spartan 
dng Demaratus often, and usually under circumstances both of dignity and 
iramatic interest: it is highly probable that he may have conversed with 
hat prince himself, or with his descendants, who remained settled for a 
ong time in Teuthrania, near the JEolic coast of Asia Minor (Xenoph. 
ie!lenica, iii. 1, 6), and he may thus have heard of representations offered 
>y the exil€d Spartan king to Xerxes. Nevertheless the remarks made by 
Ioffmeister, on the speeches ascribed to Demaratus, by Herodotus, are 
:ll-deserving of attention (Sittlich-religiose Lebensansicht des Herodotus, 
118). 
" Herodotus always brings into connexion with insolent kings some man 
other through whom he gives utterance to his own lessons of wisdom. 

l Croesus, at the summit of his glory, comes the wise Solon : Croesus 
mself, reformed by his captivity, performs the same part towards Cyrus 
d Kambyses: Darius, as a prudent and honest man, does not require any 
ch counsellor; but Xerxes in his pride has the sententious Artabanus 
d the sagacious Demaratus attached to him; while Amasis king of 
zypt is employed to transmit judicious counsel to Polykrates, the despot 
Samos. Since all these men speak ·one and the same language, it appears 
rtain that they are introduced by Herodotus merely as spokesmen for his 
m criticisms on the behaviour and character of the various monarchs­
.ticisms which are nothing more than general maxims, moral and religious, 
ought out by Solon, Croesus, or Artabanus, on occasion of particular 
ents. The speeches interwoven by Herodotus have, in the main, not 
e same purpose as those of Tacitus-to make the reader more intimately 
quainted with the existing posture of affairs or with the character of 
e agents-but a different purpose quite foreign to history: they embody 
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certainly, and the Dorians of Peloponnesus probably, will 
resist him to the death, be the difference of numbers what it may. 
Xerxes receives the statement with derision, but exhibits no ' 
feeling of displeasure : an honourable contrast to the treatment 
of Charidemus, a century and a half afterwards, by the last 
monarch of Persia.l 

After the completion of the review, Xerxes with the army 
pursued his march westward, in three divisions and along three 
different lines of road, through the territories of seven distinct 
tribes of Thracians, interspersed with Grecian maritime colonies. 
All was still within his own empire, and he took reinforcements 
from each as he passed : the Thracian Satrre were preserved 
from this levy by their unassailable seats amidst the woods and t 
snows of Rhodope. The islands of Samothrace and Thasus, 
with their subject towns on the mainland-and the Grecian 
colonies Dikrea,2 Maroneia, and Abdera-were successively laid 
under contribution for contingents of ships or men. What was 
still more ruinous-they were constrained to provide a day's 
meal for the immense host as it passed : on the day of his pas­
sage the Great King was their guest. Orders had been trans­
mitted for this purpose long beforehand, and for many months 
the citizens had been assiduously employed in coilecting food 
for the army, as well as delicacies for the monarch-in grinding 
flour of wheat and barley, fattening cattle, keeping up birds and 
fowls; together with a decent display of gold and silver plate 
for the regal dinner. A superb tent was erected for Xerxes and 
his immediate companions, while the army received their 

in the narrative his own personal convictions respecting human life and the 
divine government." 

This last opinion of Hoffmeister is to a great degree true, but is rather 
too absolutely delivered. 

1 Herodot. vii. 101-104. How inferior is the scene between Darius and) 
Charidemus, in Quintus Curtius! (iii. 2, 9-19, p. 20, ed. Mutzel.) J 

Herodotus takes up substantially the same vein of sentiment and the 
same antithesis as that which nms through the Persre of A3:schylus ; but he 
handles it like a social philosopher, with a strong perception of the real\ 
causes of Grecian superiority. , 

It is not improbable that the skeleton of the conversation between Xerxes) 
and Demaratus was a reality, heard by Herodotus from Demaratus himself\ 
or from his sons ; for the extreme specialty with which the Lacedremonian ) 
exile confines his praise to the Spartans and Dorians, not including the 1 
other Greeks, hardly repr~ents the feeling of Herodotus himself. i 

The minuteness of the narrative which Herodotus gives respecting the) 
deposition and family circumstances of Demaratus (vi. 63 seq.), and his\ 
view of the death of Kleomenes as an atonement to that prince for injury · 
done, may seem derived from family informat.ion (vi. 84). 

2 Herodot. vii. 109, III, nS. 
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rations in the open region around : on commencing the march 
pext morning, the tent with all its rich contents was plun­
idered, and nothing restored to those who had furnished it. 
Of course so prodigious a host, which had occupied seven days 
and seven nights in crossing the double Hellespontine br!dge, 
must also have been for many days on its march through the 
territory, and therefore at the charge, of each one among the 
cities, so that the cost brought them to the brink of ruin, and 
even in some cases drove them to abandon house and home. 
The cost incurred by the city of Thasus, on account of their 
possessions of the mainland, for this purpose was no less than 
400 talents 1 ( = £9z,8oo): while at Abdera, the witty Mega­
kreon recommended to his countrymen to go in a body to the 
temples and thank the gods, because Xerxes was pleased to be 
satisfied with one meal in the day. Had the monarch required 
bteakfast as well as dinner, the Abderites must have been 
reduced to the alternative either of exile or of utter destitution. 2 

A stream called Lissus, which seems to have been of no great 
importance, is said to have been drunk up by the army, together 
with a lake of some magnitude near Pistyrus. 3 

Through the territory of the Edonian Thracians and the 
Pierians, between Pangreus and the sea, Xerxes and his army 
reached the river Strymon at the important station called 
Ennea Hodoi or Nine-Roads, afterwards memorable by the foun­
dation of Amphipolis. Bridges had been already thrown over 
the river, to which the Magian priests rendered solemn honours 
by sacrificing white horses and throwing them into the stream. 
:Moreover, the religious feelings of Xerxes were not satisfied 
without the more precious sacrifices often resorted to by the 
Persians. He here buried alive nine native youths and nine 
maidens, in c~mpliment to Nine-Roads, the name of the spot: 4 

1 This sum of / :JO talents was equivalent to the entire annual tribute 
charged in the Persian king's rent-roll, upon the satrapy comprising the 
western and southern coast of Asia Minor, wherein were included all the 
Ionic and JEolic Greeks, besides Lykians, P.amphylians, ·&c. (Herodot. 
iii. 90}. 

2 Herodot. vii. IIS-120. He gives (vii. 187) the computation of the 
quantity of com which would have been required for daily consumption, 
assuming the immense numbers as he conjectures them, and reckoning one 
chcenix of wheat for e-ach man's daily consumption ( = ~th of a medimnus). 
It is unnecessary to examine a computation founded on such inadmissible data. 

" Herodot. vii. 108, 109. 
4 Herodot. vii. I 14. He pronounces this savage practice to be specially 

Persian. The old and cruel Persian queen Amestris, wife of Xerxes, 
sought to prolong her own life by burying alive fourteen victims, children 
of illustrious men, as offerings to the subterranean god. 

VOL. V. G 
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he also left, under the care of the Preonians of Siris, the sacred 
chariot of Zeus, which had been brought from the seat off 
empire, but which doubtless was found inconvenient on th· ~ 
line of march. From the Strymon he marched forward along 
the Strymonic Gulf, passing through the territory of the 
Bisaltre near the Greek colonies of Argilus and Stageirus, unti: 
he came to the Greek town of Akanthus, hard by the isthmus 
of Athas which had been recently cut through. The fierce 
king of the Bisaltre 1 refused submission to Xerxes, fled to 
Rhodope for safety, and forbade his six sons to join the 
Persian host. Unhappily for themselves, they nevertheless 
did so, and when they came back he caused all of them to be 
blinded. 

All the Greek cities which Xerxes had passed by, obeyed 
his orders with sufficient readiness, and probably few doubted 
the ultimate success of so prodigious an armament. But the 
inhabitants of Akanthus had been eminent for their zeal and 
exertions in the cutting of the canal, and had probably made 
considerable profits during the operation : Xerxes now repaid 
their zeal by contracting with them the tie of. hospitality, 
accompanied with praise and presents; though he does not 
seem to have exempted them from the charge of majntaining 
the army while in their territory. He here separated himself 
from his fleet, which was directed to sail through the canal of 
Athos, to double the two south-western capes of the Chalkidic 
peninsula, to enter the Thermaic Gulf, and to await his arrival 
at Therma. The fleet in its course gathered additional troops 
from the Greek towns in the two peninsulas of Sithonia and 
PalH~ne, as well as on the eastern side of the Thermaic Gulf, 
in the region called Krusis or Kross~, on the continental side 
of the isthmus of Pallene. These Greek towns were numerous, 
but of little individual importance. Near Therma (Salonichi) 
in Mygdonia, in the interior of the Gulf and eastward of the 
mouth of the Axius, the fleet awaited the arrival of Xerxes by 
land from Akanthus. He seems to have had a difficult march, 
and to have taken a route considerably inland, through Preonia 
and Krestonia-a wild, woody, and untrodden country, where his 
baggage-camels were set upon by lions, and where there were 
also wild bulls of prodigious size and fierceness. At length he 
rejoined his fleet at Therma, and stretched his army throughout 
M ygdonia, the ancient Pieria, and Bottireis, as far as the mouth 
of the Haliakm6n. 2 

Xerxes had now arrived within sight of Mount Olympus, the . 
l Herodot. viii. II6. 2 Herodot. vii. 122-1<:7. 
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. northern boundary of what was properly called Hellas ; after a 
·march through nothing but subjec_t territory, "Yith magazir:-es 
laid up beforehand for the subsistence of h1s army-w~th 
additional contingents levied in his course-and probably w1th 
Thracian volunteers joining him in the hopes of plunder. 
'The road along which he had marched was still shown with 
solemn reverence by the Thracians, and protected both from 
intruders and from tillage, even in the days of Herodotus.1 

The Macedonian princes, the last of his western tributaries, in 
whose territory he now found himself-together with the Thes­
salian Aleuad<e-undertook to conduct him farther. Nor did 
the task as yet appear difficult : what steps the Greeks were 
taking to oppose him, shall be rel;tted in the coming chapter. 

CHAPTER XXXIX 

PROCEEDINGS IN GREECE FROM THE BATTLE OF MARATHON 

TO THE TIME OF THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLJE 

OuR information respecting the affairs of Greece immediately 
after the repulse of the Persians from Marathon, is very scanty. 

Kleomenes and Leotychides, the two kings of Sparta (the 
former belonging to the elder or Eurysthene!d, the latter to 
the younger or the Proklei:d, race), had conspired for the 
purpose of dethroning the former Prokle!d king Demaratus : 
and Kleomenes had even gone so far as to tamper with the 
Delphian priestess for this purpose. His manceuvre being 
betrayed shortly afterwards, he was so alarmed at the dis­
pleasure of the Spartans, that he retired into Thessaly, and 
from thence into Arcadia, where he employed the powerful 
influence of his regal character and heroic lineage to arm the 
Arcadian people against his country. The Spartans, alarmed 
in their turn, voluntarily invited him back with a promise of 
amnesty. But his renewed lease did not last long. His 
habitual violence of character became aggravated into decided 
insanity, insomuch that he struck with his stick whomsoever 
he met ; and his relatives were forced to confine him in chains 
under a Helot sentinel. By severe menaces, he one day con­
strained this man to give him his sword, with which he 
mangled himself dreadfully and perished. So shocking a death 
was certain to receive a religious interpretation: yet which, 

1 Herodot. vii. II 6. 
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among the misdeeds of his life, had drawn down upon him the 
divine wrath, was a point difficult to determine. Most of the 
Greeks imputed it to the sin of his having corrupted the 
Pythian priestess.1 But the Athenians and Argeians were 
each disposed to an hypothesis of their own-the former 
believed that the gods had thus punished the Spartan king for 
having cut timber in the sacred grove of Eleusis-the latter 
recognised the avenging hand of the hero Argus, whose grove 
Kleomenes had burnt, along with so many suppliant warriors 
who had taken sanctuary in it. Without pronouncing between 
these different suppositions, Herodotus contents himself with 
expressing his opinion that the miserable death of Kleomenes 
was an atonement for his conduct to Demaratus. But what 
surprises us most is, to hear that the Spartans, usually more 
disposed than other Greeks to refer every striking phrenomenon 
to divine agency, recognised on this occasion nothing but a 
vulgar physical cause: Kleomenes had gone mad (they affirmed) 
tb.rough habits of intoxication, learnt from some Scythian 
envoys who had come to Sparta.2 

The death of Kleomenes, and the discredit thrown on his 
character, emboldened the JEginetans to prefer a complaint at 
Sparta respecting their ten hostages, whom Kleomenes and 
Leotychides had taken away from the island, a little before 
the invasion of Attica by the Persians under Datis, and de­
posited at Athens as guarantee to the Athenians against 
aggression from JEgina at that critical moment. Leotychides 
was the surviving auxiliary of Kleomenes in the requisition of 
these hostages, and against him the JEginetans complained. 
Though the proceeding was one unquestionably beneficial to 
the general cause of Greece, 3 yet such was the actual dis­
pleasure of the Lacedremonians against the deceased king and 
his acts, that the survivor Leotychides was brought to a public 
trial, and condemned to be delivered up as prisoner in atone­
ment to the JEginetans. The latter were about to carry away 
their prisoner, when a dignified Spartan named Theasides, 
pointed out to them the danger which they were incurring by 
such an indignity against the regal person. The Spartans (he 
observed) had passed sentence under feelings of temporary 
wrath, which would probably be exchanged for sympathy if 
they saw the sentence executed. . 

Accordingly the JEginetans contented themselves with stipu-

1 Herodot. vi. 74, 75· 2 Herodot. vi. 84. 
8 Herodot. vi. 6r. Ki\<o!dvea, Uvra iv riJ Alrlvu, t<al t<o<vii rp 'Ei\i\dlit l, 

ir«ea 1rpocrepra(&p.•vav, &c. 
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lating that Leotychides should accompany them to Athens 
and redemand their hostages detained there. The Athenians 
refused to give up the hostages, in spite of the emphatic terms 
in which the Spartan king set forth the sacred obligation of 
restoring a deposit.l They justified the refusal in part by 
saying that the deposit had been lodged by the two kings­
jointly, and could not be surrendered to one of them alone. 
But they probably recoHected that the hostages were placed 
with them less as a deposit than as a security against A':ginetan 
hostility-which security they were not disposed to forego. 

Leotychides having been obliged to retire without success,. 
the .!.Eginetans resolved to adopt measures of retaliation for 
themselves. They waited for the period of a solemn festival 
celebrated every fifth year at Sunium; on which occasion a 
ship, peculiarly equipped and carrying some of the leading 
Athenians as Theors or sacred envoys, sailed thither from 
Athens. This ship they found means to capture, and carried 
all on board prisoners to A':gina. Whether an exchange took 
place, or whether the prisoners and hostages on both sides 
were put to death, we do not know. But the consequence of 
their proceeding was an active and decided war between 
Athens and A':gina,2 beginning seemingly about 488 or 487 B.C., 
and lasting until 481 n.c., the year preceding the invasion of 
Xerxes. 

An .!.Eginetan citizen vamed Nikodromus took advantage of 
this war to further a plot against the government of the island. 
Having been before banished (as he thought unjustly), he now 
organised a revolt of the people against the ruling oligarchy, 
concerting with the Athenians a simultaneous invasion in 
support of his plan. Accordingly on the appointed day he 
rose with his partisans ir1 arms and took possession of the Old 
Town-a strong post which had been superseded in course of 

1 Herodot. vi. 85; compate vi. 49--73, and chap. xxxvi. of this History. 
2 Herodot. vi. 87, 88. 
Instead of 1jv 'Yap ah To'irn 'A8rrva.iotl1't 'II'£VT~p1'/S t'll'l ::P.ovp['l' (vi. 87), I 

follow the reading proposed by Schiimann and sanctioned by Boeckh-
11'EVTET7Jpls. It is hardly conceivable that the Athenians at that time 
should have had any ships with five banks of oars ('11'ev-r1ip?ls)': moreover, 
apart from this objection, the word 7rEVT.f}p7Js makes considerable embarrass­
ment in the sentence: see Boeckh, Urkunden tiber das Attische Seewesen, 
chap. vii. pp. 75, 76. 

The elder Dionysius of Syracuse is said to have been the first Greek who­
constructed 'll'evT-I,pets or quinquereme ships {Diodor. xiv. 40, 41). 

There were many distinct pentaeterides, or solemnities celebrated every 
fifth year, included among the religious customs of Athens : see Aristoteles 
-noA.<-r. Fragm. xx\•ii. ed. Neumann; Pollux, viii. 187. ' 
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time by the more modern city on the sea-shore, less protected 
though more convenient.! But no Athenians appeared, and 
without them he was unable to maintain his footing. He was 
obliged to make his escape from the island, after witnessing 
the complete defeat of his partisans ; a large body of whom, 
seven hundred in number, fell into the hands of the govern­
ment, and were led out for execution. One man alone among 
these prisoners burst his chains, fled to the sanctuary of 
Demeter Thesmophorus, and was fortunate enough to seize 
the handle of the door before he was overtaken. In spite of 
every effort to drag him away by force, he clung to it with 
convulsive grasp. His pursuers did not venture to put him to 
death in such a position, but they severed the hands from the 
body and then executed him, leaving the hands still hanging to 
and grasping 2 the door-handle, where they seem to have long 
remained without being taken off. Destruction of the seven 
hundred prisoners does not seem to have drawn down upon 
the LEginetan oligarchy either vengeance from the gods or 
censure from their contemporaries. But the violation of 
sanctuary, in the case of that one unfortunate man whose 
hands were cut off, was a crime which the goddess Demeter 
never forgave. More than fifty years afterwards, in the first 
year of the Peloponnesian war, the ..tEginetans, having been 
previously conquered by Athens, were fina1Iy expelled from 
their island : such expulsion was the divine judgement upon 
them for this ancient impiety, which half a century of continued 
expiatory sacrifice had not been sufficient to wipe out. 3 

1 See Thucyd. i. 8. 
The acropolis at Athens, having been the primitive city inhabited, bore 

the name of The City even in the time ofThucydid&s (ii. 15), at a time when 
Athens and Peirreus covered so large a region around and near it. 

2 Herodot. vi. 91. X<tp<S o~ ~<elva.• ~p.71<tf>v1<vta.t ~11a.v 'ro'iO't ~1rt<r1r<Ut'r'iip11<. 
The word l<<tva.t for ~t<eiva.t, "those hands," appears so little suitable in 
this phrase, that I rather imagine the real reading to have been ICetva.l (the 
Ionic dialect for /cet•al), "the hands with nothing attached to them:'' 
compare a phrase not very unlike, Homer, Iliad, iii. 376, ~<<<Ph ll~ Tpvrp&A.«a 
iJ.p..' ~tJ'1rET01 &c. 

Compare the narrative of the arrest of the Spartan king Pausanias, and 
of the manner in which he was treated when in sanctuary at the temple of 
Athi'ni' Chalkirekos (Thucyd. i. 134). 

3 Herodot. vi. 9r. 'A1ro -rov.,.ov o~ «a.l l!')'os .r¢1 ~')'EV<-ro, -ro ~K86.ra.r8a.< 
cVI! ofol Te foy~vovro ~1T'tp.rrx.avrf:p.~vot, &A.\' ~4>8nt1'av Elt7reu6vTEs 7rp6Tepov €Jt. 
Ti)s v1wov -1)11rj>t fA.ewv ')'eveO'IIrx< -r'l}v 6e&v. 

Compare Thucyd. ii. 27 about the final expulsion from JEgina. The 
Lacedremonians assigned to these expelled .!Eginetans a new abode in the 
territory of Thyrea, on the eastern coast of Peloponnesus, where they were 
attacked, taken prisoners, and put to death by the Athenians, in the eighth 
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The Athenians who were to have assisted Nikodromus 

arrived.1:tt JEgina one day too late. Their proceedings had 
been delayed by the necessity of borrowing twenty triremes 
from the Corinthians, in addition to fifty of their own; with 
these seventy sail they defeated the JEginetans, who met them 
with a fleet of equal number-and then landed on the island. 
The .tEginetans solicited aid from Argos, but that city was 
either too much displeased with them, or too much exhausted 
by the defeat sustained from the Spartan Kleomenes, to grant 
it. Nevertheless, one thousand Argeian volunteers, under a 
distinguished champion of the pentathlon named Eurybates, 
came to their assistance, and a vigorous war was carried on, 
with varying success, against the Athenian armament. 

At sea, the Athenians sustained a defeat, being attacked at 
a moment when their fleet was in disorder, so that they lost 
four ships with their crews : on land they were more successful, 
and few of the Argeian volunteers survived to return home. 
The general of the latter, Eurybates, confiding in his great 
personal strength and skill, challenged the best of the Athenian 
warriors to single combat. He slew three of them in succes­
sion, but the arm of the fourth, Sophanes of Dekeleia, was 
victorious, and proved fatal to him. I At length the invaders 
were obliged to leave the island without any decisive result, 
and the war seems to have been prosecuted by frequent 
descents and privateering on both sides-in which Nikodromus 
and the .tEginetan exiles, planted by Athens on the coast of 
Attica near Sunium, took an active part; 2 the advantage on 
the whole being on the side of Athens. 

The general course of this war, and especially the failure of 
the enterprise concerted with Nikodromus in consequence of 
delay in borrowing ships from Corinth, were well calculated to 

year of the war (Thucyd. iv. 57). Now Herodotus, while he mentions the 
expulsion, does not allude to their subsequent and still more calamitous 
fate. Had he known the fact, he could hardly have failed to notice it, as 
a further consummation of the divine judgement. We may reasonably 
presume ignorance in this case, which would tend to support the opinion 
thrown out in a preceding chapter (c. xxxiii.) respecting the date of 
composition of his history-in the earliest years of the Peloponnesian 
war. 

1 Herodot. ix. 75· 
2 Herodot. vi. 90, 91, 92, 93· Thucyd. i. 41. About SC\phan~s, compare 

ix. 75· 
How much damage was done by such a privateering war, between 

countries so near as .tEgina and Attica, may be seen hy the more detailed 
description of a later war of the same kind in 388 B.C. (Xenophon, 
Hellenic. v. I). 
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impress upon the Athenians the necessity of enlarging their 
naval force. And it is from the present time that we trace 
among them the first growth of that decided tendency towards 
maritime activity, which coincided so bappily with the ex­
pansion of their democracy, and opened a new phase in 
Grecian history, as well as a new career for themselves. 

The exciting effect produced upon them by the repulse of 
the Persians at Marathon has been dwelt upon in a preceding 
chapter. Miltiades, the victor in that field, having been 
removed from the scene under circumstances already described, 
Aristeides and Themistokles became the chief men at Athens : 
and the former was chosen archon during the succeeding year. 
His exemplary uprightness in magisterial functions ensured to 
him lofty esteem from the general public, not without a certain 
proportion of active enemies, some of them sufferers by his 
justice. These enemies naturally became partisans of his rival 
Themistokles, who had all the talents necessary for bringing them 
into co-operation. The rivalry between the two chiefs became 
so bitter and menacing, that even Aristeides himself is reported 
to have said, "If the Athenians were wise they would cast both 
of us into the barathrum." Under, such circumstances it is not 
too much to say that the peace of the country was preserved 
mainly by the institution called Ostracism, the true character 
of which I have already explained. After three or four years 
of continued political rivalry, the two chiefs appealed to a vote 
of ostracism, and Aristeides was banished. 

Of the particular points on which their rivalry turned, we 
are unfortunately little informed. But it is highly probable 
that one of them was, the important change of policy above 
alluded to-the conversion of Athens from a land-power into a 
sea-power,-the development of this new and stirring element 
in the minds of the people. By all authorities, this change of 
policy is ascribed principally and specially to Themistokles.l 
On that account, if for no other reason, Aristeides would 
probably be found opposed to it: but it was moreover a 
change not in harmony with that old-fashioned Hellenism, 
undisturbed uniformity of life, and narrow range of active duty 
and experience-which Aristeides seems to have approved in 
common with the subsequent philosophers. The seaman was 
naturally more of a wanderer and cosmopolite than the heavy­
armed soldier: the modern Greek seaman even at this moment 
is so to a remarkable degree, distinguished for the variety of 

1 Plutarch, Themist. c. 19. 
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his ideas, and the quickness of his intelligence.1 The land­
service was a type of steadiness and inflexible ranks, the sea­
service that of mutability and adventure. Such was the idea 
strongly entertained by Plato and other philosophers: 2 though 
we may remark that they do not render justice to the Athenian 
seaman. His training was far more perfect and laborious, 
and his habits of obedience far more complete, 3 than that 
of the Athenian hoplite or horseman : a training beginning 
with Themistokles, and reaching its full perfection about the 
commencement of the Peloponnesian war. 

In recommending extraordinary efforts to create a navy as 

' See Mr. Galt's interesting account of the Hydriot sailors, Voyages and 
Travels in the Mediterranean, p. 376-378 (London, r8o2). 

"The city of Hydra originated in a small colony of boatmen belonging 
to the Morea, who took refuge in the island from the tyranny of the Turks. 
About forty years ago they had multiplied to a considerable number, their 
liUe village began to assume the appearance of a town, and they had 
cargoes that went as far as Constantinople. In their mercantile transactions, 
th·.! Hydriots acquired the reputation of greater integrity than the other 
Greeks, as well as of being the most intrepid navigators in the Archipelago; 
ard they were of course regularly preferred. Their industry and honesty 
ot.tained its reward. The islands of Spezzia, Paros, Myconi, and Ipsara, 
re;cmble Hydra in their institutions, and possess the same character for 
commercial activity. In paying their sailors, Hydra and its sister islands 
b.ve a peculiar custom. The whole amount of the freight is considered as 
a common stock, from which the charges of victualling the ship are deducted. 
T~e remainder is then divided into two equal parts : one is allotted to the 
crew and equally shared among them without reference to age or rank; 
tre other part is appropriated to the ship and captain. The capital of the 
cago is a trust given to the captain and crew on certain fixed conditions. 
The character and manners of the Hydriot sailors, from the moral effect of 
tJ.ese customs, are much superior in regularity to the ideas that we are apt 
tv entertain of sailors. They are sedate, well-dressed, well-bred, shrewd, 
idormed, and speculative. They seem to form a class, in the orders of 
rrankind, which has no existence among us. By their voyages, they acquire 
a :i~erality of notion which we expect only among gentlemen, while in their 
domestic circumstances their conduct is suitable to their condition. The 
Greeks are all traditionary historians, and possess much of that kind of 
!mowledge to which the term learning is usually applied. This, mingled 
"ith the other information of the Hydriots, gives them that advantageous 
character of mind which I think they possess." 

2 Plato, Legg. iv. pp. 705, 7o6. Plutarch, Themistokl~s, c. I9. 
Isokrat~s, Panathenaic. c. 43· 

Plutarch, Philopcemen, c. q. TIA.tJV 'E-rraf'<~vcfvoav pJv lvw1 A.e"fovrnv 
6uvoilvTa ')'EVO"at TOOV JCaT'a. edA..a.aO'a.:v WrpeA.etiZJI Toi.rs 7rol\lTa.s, g11"(1)S alJ-r,P p.1} 
Ad.Owcnv clV'rl p.ov(p.wv lnrl\.LTWv, «a:rd. llAdTcuva., vaVTat 'Yev6p.evot 1eal Otacpea­
p~vr•s, li:7rpaKrov lK r~s 'Arrlas Kal rwv v1Jrrwv lnre;>,.Oii'v ~Kovrrlws: compare 
\ii. p. 301. 

3 See the remarkable passage in Xenophon (Memorab. iii. 5, 19), 
a-ttesting that the Hoplites and the Hippeis, the persons first in rank in 
the city, were also the most disobedient on military service. 

G2 
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well as to acquire nautical practice, Themistokles displayed all 
that sagacious appreciation of the circumstances and dangers 
of the time, for which Thucydides gives him credit: and there 
can be no doubt that Aristeides, though the honester politician 
of the two, was at this particular crisis the less essential to his 
country. Not only was there the struggle with JEgina, a 
maritime power equal or more than equal, and within sight of 
the Athenian harbour-but there was also in the distance a 
still more formidable contingency to guard against. The 
Persian armament had been driven with disgrace from Attica 
back to Asia ; but the Persian monarch still remained with 
undiminished means of aggression as well as increased thirst 
for revenge ; and Thernistokles knew well that the danger 
from that quarter would recur greater than ever. He believed 
that it would recur again in the same way, by an expedition 
across the .iEgean like that of Datis to Marathon ; 1 against 
which the best defence would be found in a numerous and 
well-trained fleet. Nor could the large preparations of Darius 
for renewing the attack remain unknown to a vigilant observer, 
extending as they did over so many Greeks subject to the 
Persian empire. Such positive warning was more than enough 
to stimulate the active genius of Themistokles, who now 
prevailed upon his countrymen to begin with energy the work 
of maritime preparation, as well against JEgina as against 
Persia.2 Not only were two hundred new ships built, and 
citizens .trained as seamen-but the important work was com­
menced, during the year when Themistokles was either archon 
or general, of forming and fortifying a new harbour for Athens 
at Peirreus, instead of the ancient open bay of Phalerum. The 
latter was indeed somewhat nearer to the city, but Peirreus 
with its three separate natural ports, 3 admitting of being closed 
and fortified, was incomparably superior in safety as well as 
in convenience. It is not too much to say, with Herodotus 
-that the .iEginetan "war was the salvation of Greece, by 
constraining the Athenians to make themselves a maritime 
power." 4 The whole efficiency of the resistance subsequently 
made to Xerxes turned upon. this new movement in the 
organisation of Athens, allowed as it was to attain tolerable 

1 Thucyd. i. 93· lotbv (Themistokl~s) '1"-ijs (3a.<r<l>..€ws <T'Tpomii.s .,.-~,, t<<ml. 
ec£A.a11crav t<t>oOov e\nropoo-r~pa.v 'T1is ~<«'TO; 'Yfsv aVuav. 

2 Thucyd. i. 14. Herod.ot. vii. I# 
3 Thucyd. i. 93· 
4 Herodot. vii. 144· O~'Tos -yi't.p o 'TfO>..Ep.os uv<T'T?.s t<Tw<T• .,.J.,.e TtJV 

'El._l>..aoa, aVa"jlt<d<Tas Oa>..a<TITlovs -yw€1T8at 'A8'1Jvaiovs. 
Thucyd. i. I 8. vav'T<t<ol ~-y€vov'To. 
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completeness through a fortunate concurrence of accidents; 
for tb.e important delay of ten years, between the defeat of 
Marathon and the fresh invasion by which it was to be avenged, 
was in truth the result of accident. First, the revolt of Egypt ; 
next, the death of Darius; thirdly, the indifference of Xerxes 
at his first accession towards Hellenic matters-postponed 
until 48o B.c., an invasion which would naturally have been 
undertaken in 487 or 486 B.c., and which would have found 
Athens at that time without her wooden walls-the great 
engine of her subsequent salvation. 

Another accidental help, without which the new fleet could 
not have been built-a considerable amount of public money­
was also by good fortune now available to the Athenians. It is 
first in an emphatic passage of the poet .!Eschylus, and next from 
Herodotus on the present occasion, that we hear of the silver 
mines of Laurium 1 in Attica, and the valuable produce which 
they rendered to the state. They were situated in the southern 
portion of the territory, not very far from the promontory of 
Sunium, 2 amidst a district of low hills which extended across 
much of the space between the eastern sea at Thorikus, and the 
western at Anaphlystus. At what time they first began to be 
worked, we have no information; but it seems hardly possible 
that they could have been worked with any spirit or profitable 
result, until after the expulsion of Hippias and the establishment 
of the democratical constitution of Kleisthenes. Neither the 
strong local factions, by which different portions of Attica were 
set against each other before the time of Peisistratus-nor the 
rule of that despot succeeded by his two sons-were likely to 
afford confidence and encouragement. But when the democ­
racy of Kleisthenes first brought Attica into one systematic and 
comprehensive whole, with equal rights assigned to each part, 
and with a common centre at Athens-the power of that 
central government over the mineral wealth of the country, and 
its means of binding the whole people to respect agreements 

1 lEschylus, Pers~, 235· 
2 The mountain region of Laurium has been occasionally visited by 

modern travellers, but never carefully surveyed until 1836, when Dr. 
Fiedler examined it mineralogically by order of the present Greek govern­
ment. See his Reisen durch Griechenland, vol. i. pp. 39, 73· The region 
is now little better than a desert, but Fiedler especially notices the great 
natural fertility of the plain near Thorikus, together with the good harbour 
at that place-both circumstances of great value at the time when the mines 
were in work. Many remains are seen of shafts sunk in ancient times­
and sunk in so workmanlike a manner as to satisfy the eye of a miner of the 
present day.-p. 76. 
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concluded with individual undertakers, would give a new stimu­
lus to private speculation in the district of Laurium. It was 
the practice of the Athenian government either to sell, or to let 
for a lm1g term of years, particular districts of this productive 
region to individuals or companies; on consideration partly of 
a sum or fine paid down, partly of a reserved rent equal to one 
twenty-fourth part of the gross produce. 

We are told by Herodotus that there was in the Athenian 
treasury, at the time when Themistokles made his proposition 
to enlarge the naval force, a great sum 1 arising from the Laurian 
mines, out of which a distribution was on the point of being 
made among the citizens-ten drachms to each man. This 
great amount in hand must probably have been the produce of 
the purchase-money or fines received from recent sales, since 
the small annual reserved rent can har>Clly have been accumu­
lated during many successive years. New and enlarged enter­
prises in mines must be supposed to have been recently begun 
by individuals under contract with the government: otherwise 
there could hardly have been at the moment so overflowing an 
exchequer, or adequate means for the special distribution con­
templated. Themistokles availed himself of this precious 
opportunity-set forth the gecessities of the war with .tEgina, 
and the still more formidable menace from the great enemy in 
Asia-and prevailed upon the people to forego the promised 
distribution for the purpose of obtaining an efficient navy.2 

1 Herodot. vii. 144. ~o,.e 'A&rwcdo<O'I 'Y•vop.kvwv XP'1/P.6.'t'wv P.•'Y6.7\wv Jv 
'1'tf f{OIVtf, '1'<\ lll '1'WV p.ETaAAwv 0'</>1 'lrpOO'~AIJE '1'WV a'!rb Aavp<lov, lf.L<AAov 
71.cf.E•0'6at DPX'f/OOV f/Ca<TTOS ohca opax_p.6.s. 

2 All the information-unfortunately it is very scanty-which we possess 
respecting tl,e ancient mines of Laurium, is brought together in the valuable 
Dissertation of M. Boeckh, translated and appended to the English 
translation of his Public Economy of Athens. He discusses the fact stated 
in this chapter of Herodotus, in sect. 8 of that Dissertation : but there are 
many of his remarks in which I cannot concur. 

After multiplying ten drachmre by the assumed number of 20,000 Athenian 
citizens, making a sum total distributed of 33§ talents, he goes on-'' That 
the distribution was made annually might have been presumed from the 
principles of the Athenian administration, without the testimony of 
Cornelius Nepos. We are not therefore to suppose that the savings of 
several years are meant, nor merely a surplus ; but that all the public 
money arising from the mines, as it was not required for any other object, 
was divided among the members of the community" (p. 632). 

We are hardly authorised to conclude from the passage of-Herodotus 
that all the sum received from the mines was about to be distributed. The 
treasury was very rich, and a distribution was about to be made-but it 
does not follow that nothing was to be left in the treasury after the distri­
bution. Accordingly, all calculations of the total produce of the mines, 
based upon this passage of Herodotus, are uncerfuin. Nor is it clear that 
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One cannot doubt that there must have been many speakers 
who would try to make themselves popular by opposing this 
proposition and supporting the distribution; insomuch that the 
power of the people generally to feel the force of a distant 
motive as predominant over a present gain, deserves notice as 
an earnest of their approaching greatness. 

Immense indeed was the recompense reaped for this self­
denial, not merely by Athens but by Greece generally, when the 
preparations of Xerxes came to be matured, and his arma)Jlent 
was understood to be approaching. The orders for equipment 
of ships and laying in of provisions, issued by the Great King 
to his subject Greeks in Asia, the JEgean, and Thrace, would of 
course become known throughout Greece Proper ; especially 
the vast labour bestowed on the canal of Mount Athos, which 
would be the theme of. wondering talk with every Thasian or 
Akanthian citizen who visited the festival games in Pelopon­
nesus. All these premonitory evidences were public enough, 
without any need of that elaborate stratagem whereby the 
exiled Demaratus is alleged to have secretly transmitted, from 
Susa to Sparta, intelligence of the approaching expedition.! 
The formal announcements of Xerxes all designated Athens as 

there was any regular annual distribution, unless we are to take the passage 
of Cornelius Nepos as proving it: but he talks rather about the magistrates 
employing this money for jobbing purposes-not about a regular distribution 
(" Nam cum pecunia publica qure ex metallis redibat, largitione magistra· 
tuum quotannis periret." Corn. Nep. Themist. c. 2). A story is told by 
Polyrenus, from whomsoever he copied it-of a sum of 100 talents in the 
treasury, which Themistokli's persuaded the people to hand over to roo 
rich men, for the purpose of being expended as the latter might direct, with 
an obligation to reimburse the money in case the people were not satisfied 
with the expenditure : these rich men employed each the sum awarded to 
him in building a new ship, much to the satisfaction of the people (Polyren. 
i. 30). This story differs materially from that of Herodotus, and we 
cannot venture either to blend the two together or to rely upon Polyrenus 
separately. 

I imagine that the sum of 33 talents, or 50 talents, necessary for the 
distribution, formed part of a larger sum lying in the treasury, arising from 
the mines. Themistokl~s persuaded the people to employ the whole sum 
in shipbuilding, which of course implied that the distribution was to be: 
renounced. Whether there had been distributions of a similar kind in 
former years, as M. Boeckh affirms, is a matter on which we have no. 
evidence. M. Boeckh seems to me not to have kept in view the fact 
(which he himself states just before) that there were two sources of receipt 
into the treasury-original purchase-money paid down, and reserved annual 
rent. it is from the former source that I imagine the large sum lying in 
the treasury to have been derived : the small reserved rent probably went 
among the annual items of the state-budget. 

1 Herodot. vii. 239· 
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the special object of his wrath and vengeance.! Other Grecian 
cities might thus hope to escape without mischief : so that the 
prospect of the great invasion did not at first provoke among 
them any unanimous dispositions to resist. Accordingly, when 
the first heralds despatched by Xerxes from Sardis in the 
autumn of 481 B.c., a little before his march to the Hellespont, 
addressed themselves to the different cities with demand of 
earth and water, many were disposed to comply. Neither to 
Athens, nor to Sparta, were any heralds sent ; and these two 
cities were thus from the beginning identified in interest and 
in the necessity of defence. Both of them sent, in this trying 
moment, to consult the Delphian oracle ; while both at the 
same time joined to convene a Pan-Hellenic congress at the 
Isthmus of Corinth, for the purpose of organising resistance 
against the expected invader. 

I have in the preceding chapters pointed out the various steps 
whereby the separate states of Greece were gradually brought, 
even against their own natural instincts, into something ap­
proaching more nearly to political union. The present con­
gress, assembled under the influence of common fear from 
Persia, has more of a Pan-Hellenic character than any political 
event which has yet occurred in Grecian history. It extends 
far beyond the range of those Peloponnesian states who con­
stitute the immediate allies of Sparta: it comprehends Athens, 
and is even summoned in part by her strenuous instigation : 
moreover, it seeks to combine every city of Hellenic race and 
language, however distant, which can be induced to take part 
in it-even the Kretans, Korkyr::eans, and Sicilians. It is true 
that all these states do not actually come,-but earnest efforts 
are made to induce them to come. The dispersed brethren of 
the Hellenic family are entreated to marshal themselves in the 
same ranks for a joint political purpose 2-the defence of the 
common hearth and metropolis of the race. This is a new 
fact in Grecian history, opening scenes and ideas unlike to 
anything which has gone before-enlarging prodigiously the 
functions and duties connected with that headship of Greece 
which had hitherto been in the hands of Sparta, but which is 
about to become too comprehensive for her to manage-and 
thus introducing increased habits of co-operation among the 
subordinate states, as well as rival hopes of aggrandisement 

1 Herodot. vii. 8-r38. 
2 Herodot. vii. 145· <f!pov~O'U.IITES e'l 1<ws ~v TE -ylvo<To TO 'E)I.lvqv<Kiw, Kal 

el D'V'Y'"~lfU.JIT<S TWOTb "'P~O'O'OL€JI ..-&.v.,.<s, &s oewwv ~m6vTetJV DJ.LOlO!S 7rii0'1 

"El'.l'.1JUI. 
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among the leaders. The congress at the Isthmus of Corinth 
marks such further advance in the centralising tendencies of 
Greece, and seems at first to promise an onward march in 
the same direction : but the promise will not be found realised. 

Its first step was indeed one of inestimable value. While 
most of the deputies present came prepared, in the name of 
their respective cities, to swear reciprocal fidelity and brother­
hood, they also addressed all their efforts to appease the feuds 
and dissensions which reigned among particular members of 
their own meeting. Of these the most prominent, as well as 
the most dangerous, was the war still subsisting between Athens 
and JEgina. The latter was not exempt, even now, from sus­
Dicions of medisingl (i.e. embracing the cause of the Persians), 
vhich had been raised by her giving earth and water ten years 
)efore to Darius. But her present conduct afforded no coun-
nance to such suspicions : she took earnest part in the con-

ss as well as in the joint measures of defence, and willingly 
sented to accommodate her difference with Athens.2 In 

work of reconciling feuds, so essential to the safety of 
ece, the Athenian Themistokles took a prominent part, as 

ll as Cheileos of Tegea in Arcadia. 3 . The congress proceeded 
send envoys and solicit co-operation from such cities as were 

t either equivocal or indifferent, especially Argos, Korkyra, 
d the Kretan and Sicilian Greeks ; and at the same time to 

tespatch spies across to Sardis, for the purpose of learning the 
tate and prospects of the assembled army. 

These spies presently returned, having been detected, and 
:ondemned to death by the Persian generals, but released by 
:xpress order of Xerxes, who directed that the full strength of his 
.ssembled armament should be shown to them, in order that 
he terror of the Greeks might be thus magnified. The step 
vas well calculated for such a purpose : but the discouragement 
hroughout Greece·was already extreme, at this critical period 
rhen the storm was about to burst upon them. Even to in­
elligent and well-meaning Greeks, much more •to the careless,. 
he timid, or the treacherous-Xerxes with his countless host 
.ppeared irresistible, and iTI9eed something more than human. 4 

)f course such an impression would be encouraged by the large 
mmber of Greeks already his tributarie.s: and we may even, 
race the manifestation of a wish to get rid of the Athenians. 

1 Herodot. viii. 92. 2 Herodot. vii. I45· 
8 Plutarch, Themistokl. c. 10. About Cheileos, Herodot. ix. 9· 
4 Herodot. vii. 203. ou 7itp 8•1w E!vcu TOP bn6vnt e1rl TllV 'EA.A.&.o<:~, li.AA.'· 

v9pw7rov, &c. : compare also vii. s6. 
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altogether, as the chief objects of Persian vengeance and chief 
hindrance to tranquil submission. This despair of the very 
continuance of Hellenic life and autonomy breaks forth even 
from the sanctuary of Hellenic religion, the Delphian temple ; 
when the Athenians, in their distress and uncertainty, sent to 
consult the oracle. Hardly had their two envoys performed 
the customary sacrifices, and sat down in the inner chamber 
near the priestess Aristonike, when she at once exclaimed-
" Wretched men, why sit ye there? Quit your land and city, 
and flee afar ! Head, body, feet, and hands are alike rotten : 
fire and sword, in the train of the Syrian chariot, shall over­
whelm you : nor only your city, but other cities also, as well as 
many even of the temples of the gods-which are now sweating 
and trembling with fear, and foreshadow, by drops of blood on 
their roofs, the hard calamities impending. Get ye away fro 
the sanctuary, with your souls steeped in sorrow." 1 

So terrific a reply had rarely escaped from the lips of 
priestess. The envoys were struck to the earth by it, and d 
not carry it back to Athens. In their sorrow they were 
couraged yet to hope by an influential Delphian citizen na 
Timon (we trace here as elsewhere the underhand working 
these leading Delphians on the priestess), who advised them 
provide themselves with the characteristic marks of suppli 
tion, and to approach the oracle a second time in that implori 
guise: "0 lord, we pray thee (they said), have compassi 
on these boughs of supplication, and deliver to us somethin 
more comfortable concerning our country; else we quit no~ 
thy sanctuary, but remain here, until death." Upon which th 
priestess replied-" Athene with all her prayers and all he 
sagacity cannot propitiate Olympian Zeus.2 But this assurance 
I will give you, firm as adamant. When everything else in the ' 
land of Kekrops shall be taken, Zeus grants to Athene t!J.at the 

1 Herodot. vii. I4D-
'All' i'TOV f' ci.aUToto, ICU.IC:O'Ls a· ETrtK[Bvo.T£ 8vJ.L6V. 

The general sense and scope of the oracle appears to me clear, in this 
case. It is a sentence of nothing but desolation and sadness ; though Bahr 
and Schweighauser with other commen~'J.lOrs try to infuse into it some­
thing of encouragement by construing 8v!-'6JI, .fortitude. The translation of 
Valia and Schultz is nearer to the truth. Bat even when the general sense 
of an oracle is plain (which it hardly ever is), the particular phrases are 
always wild and vague. 

2 Herodot. vii. I4I-

ov OVv«T«t. ITc:tA,\.0.~ At' 'Oi\.VfA.1T'tov e~t.i\.0..CTacr9<U. 
Atuuop.ivq 7roA.Aoittt .\6yot.) Ka.1 ,U.~TtOt 1TVKvfj. 

Compare with this the declaration of Apollo to Crcesus of Lydia (i. 91). 
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wooden wall alone shall remain unconquered, to defend you and 
your children. Stand not to await the assailing horse and foot 
from the continent, but turn your backs and retire : you shall 
yet live to fight another day. 0 divine Salamis, thou too shalt 
destroy the children of women, either at the seed-time or at the 
harvest." 1 

This second answer was a sensible mitigation of the first. It 
left open some hope of escape, though faint, dark and unintel­
ligible : and the envoys wrote it down to carry back to Athens, 
not concealing probably the terrific sentence which had preceded 
it. When read to the people, the obscurity of the meaning 
provoked many different interpretations. What was meant by 
"the wooden wall " ? Some supposed that the acropolis itself, 
which had originally been surrounded with a wooden palisade, 
was the refuge pointed out ; but the greater number, and 
among them most of those who were by profession expositors 
of prophecy, maintained that the wooden wall indicated the 
fleet. But these professional expositors, while declaring that 
the god bade them go on shipboard, deprecated all idea of a 
naval battle, and insisted on the necessity of abandoning Attica 
for ever. The last lines of the oracle, wherein it was said that 
Salamis would destroy the children of women, appeared to them 
to portend nothing but disaster in the event of a naval combat. 

Such was the opinion of those who passed for the best ex­
positors of the divine will. It harmonised completely with the 
despairing temper then prevalent, heightened by the terrible 
sentence pronounced in the first oracle. Emigration to some 
foreign land presented itself as the only hope of safety even 
for their persons. The fate of Athens,-and of Greece gene­
rally, which would have been helpless without Athens,-now 
hung upon a thread, when Themistokles, the great originator 
of the fleet, interposed with equal steadfastness of heart and in­
genuity, to ensure the proper use of it. He contended that if 
the god had intended to designate Salamis as the scene of a 
naval disaster to the Greeks, that island would have been ca1led 
in the oracle by some such epithet as "wretched Salamis :" but 
the fact that it was termed "divine Salamis," indicated that the 
parties, destined to perish there, were the enemies of Greece, not 
the Greeks themselves. He encouraged his countrymen there­
fore to abandon their city and country, and to trust themselves 

1 T~txos- Tpt.Toyeve-i tVA.tvov Bt.Oo'i' f?\JpVo1Ta.. Zdts 
.MoVvov iur6p81}TOV TEA.i6ew, TO ue TiKVO. -r' bln}creL • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
•o 6EiTJ lllAap.L~, «i7ToAe'i'!O 8€ air riKva. yvvo.ucWv, &c.-{Herodot vii. 141.) 
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to the fleet as the wooden wall recommended by the god, 
but with full determination to fight and conquer on board.1 

Great indeed were the consequences which turned upon this 
bold stretch of exegetical conjecture. Unless the Athenian~ had 
been persuaded, by some plausible show of interpretation, that 
the sense of the oracle encouraged instead of forbidding a 
naval combat, they would in their existing depression have 
abandoned all thought of resistance. 

Even with the help of an encouraging interpretation, however, 
nothing less than the most unconquerable resolution and patriot­
ism could have enabled the Athenians to bear up against such 
terrific denunciations from the Delphian god, and persist in re­
sistance in place of seeking safety by emigration. Herodotus 
emphatically impresses this truth upon his readers : 2 nay, he 
even steps out of his way to do so, proclaiming Athens as the 
real saviour of Greece. Writing as he did about the beginning 
of the Peloponnesian war-at a time when Athens, having at­
tained the maximum of her empire, was alike feared, hated, and 
admired, by most of the Grecian states-he knows that the 
opinion which he is giving will be unpopular with his hearers 
generally, and he apologises for it as something wrung from him 
against his will by the force of the evidence. 8 Not only did the 

1 Herodot. vii; 143· Talrrv 9Ef.J.ld?'oJtl\lovs lt'11'o<f>a•vop.,vov, 'A81}va?o• 
'TO.v'T&. d<f>< t-yvwuav a!pe'Tr/,'TEpa elva• p.ii'A.ll.ov 'f) .,.c, .,.;;,., XP1Jup.o71.&-ywv, ot obtc 
~WV VO.VfLO.X(1JV ap'Tleu8a<, a'A.l\a ~KAl71'0V'TO.S XWp1)V 'T~V 'A'T'TlK~V, 1!.71.!1.7)11 'T<Vii. 
olK{(ew. 

There is every reason to accept the statement of Herodotus as true, 
respecting these oracles delivered to the Athenians, and the debated inter­
pretation of them. They must have been discussed publicly in the Athenian 
assembly, and Herodotus may have conversed with persons who had heard 
the discussion. Respecting the other oracle which he states to have been 
delivered to the Spartans-intimating that either Sparta must be conquered 
or a king of Sparta must perish-we may reasonably doubt whether it was 
in existence before the battle of Thermopylre (Herodot. vii. 220). 

The later writers, Justin (ii. 12), Cornelius Nepos (c. 2}, and Polyrenus 
(i. 30}, give an account of the proceeding of Themistokles, inferior to 
Herodotus in vivacity as well as in accuracy. 

2 Herodot. vii. 139. obo~ u</J~a.s XP1Ju'T1,p•a. </Jofjep?t., i71.8&v.,.a ~" 6e71.</Joov, 
Kal ~s lle'ip.a {Ja'A.ov'Ta, ~71'E<uE ~K'A.<71'e'iv .,.~1" 'E71.71.&.oa, &c. 

For the abundance of oracles and prophecies, from many different 
sources, which would be current at such a moment of anxiety, we may 
compare the analogy of the outbreak of the Peloponnesian war, described 
by the contemporary historian (Thucyd. ii. 8). 

3 Herodot. vii. 139· 'EviJav'Ta ava-yKa!p ~~Ep')'OfLO.I -yvWp.1)V &.'11'00E~au8a<, 
i'11'l</Jilovov f'Ev 11'pos 'TWV 71'7l.eovwv avilpW'11'wv: 8p.ws ll~, ry -ye p.o1 
<fJalve'Tal elva• &.il718h, o~tc l71'ltrX1,rTw. El 'Afl1)va.'io<, Jta'Tappw3{}tTav'TES orlw 
(71'lOV'Ta Klvovvov, ~!~ll.mov 'TtJV tT<fJe.,.~p1)v, &c. ••• Nvv ll~, 'A81)va!ovs t!v 'TIS 
71./qwv dW'T~pas -yev~d8a< 'T~S 'E'A.ll.doos, O~K &.v ap.ap'Tci.Vol 'TO a71.1)iJ~s, &c. 
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Atr,enians dare to stay and fight against immense odds : they, 
and they alone, threw into the cause that energy and forward­
ness whereby it was enabled to succeed, 1 as will appear further 
in the sequel. 

Btit there was also a third way, not less deserving of notice, 
in which they contributed to the result. As soon as the con­
gress of deputies met at the Isthmus of Corinth, it became 
essential to recognise some one commanding city. With regard 
to the land-force, no one dreamt of contesting the pre-eminence 
of Sparta. But in respect to the fleet, her pretensions were 
more disputable, since she furnished at most only sixteen ships, 
and little or no nautical skill ; while Athens brought two-thirds 
of the entire naval force, with the best ships and seamen. Upon 
these grounds the idea was at first started, that Athens should 
command at sea and Sparta on land : but the majority of the 
allies manifested a decided repugnance, announcing that they 
would follow no one but a Spartan. To the honour of the 
Athenians, they at once waived their pretensions, as soon as 
they saw that the unity of the confederate force at this moment 
of peril would be compromised.2 To appreciate this generous 
abnegation of a claim in itself so reasonable, we must recollect 
that the love of pre-eminence was among the most prominent 
attributes of the Hellenic character; a prolific source of 
their greatness and excellence, but producing also no small 
amount both of their follies and their crimes. To renounce 
at the call of public obligation a claim to personal honour 
and glory, is perhaps the rarest of all virtues in a son of 
Hellen. 

We find thus the Athenians nerved up to the pitch of re­
sistance-prepared to see their country wasted, and to live as 

The whole chapter deserves peculiar attention, as it brings before us the 
feelings of those contemporaries to whom his history is addressed, and the 
mode of judging with which they looked back on the Persian war. One is 
a~t unconsciously to fancy that an ancient historian writes for men in the 
abstract, and not for men of given sentiments, prejudices, and belief. The 
persons whom Herodotus addressed are those who were so full of admiration 
fur Sparta, as to ascribe to her chiefly the honour of having beaten back 
tbe Persians ; and to maintain, that even without the aid of Athens, the 
Spartans and Peloponnesians both could have defended, and would have 
defended, the Isthmus of Corinth, fortified as it was by a wall built 
expressly. The Peloponnesian allies of that day forgot that they were open 
to attack by sea as well as by land. · 

1 Herodot. vii. 139· ~1\op.evo< 6~ T~V 'EA.l\&.6a. 7rep<e<va.< ~il_euflfp'flv, TOvTo 

TO 'Ei1_/\71VL1cov wiiv TO l\o<7rov, 81fov p.~ ~p.~oure, a.6Tol o'&To< llfa.v o/ ~7rE')'Ei­
pa.vTes, 1<al /Ja.rnMia. IJ.ETrf. ")'E Oeoos &vwrnJ.p.evo<. 

2 Herodot. viii. 2, 3 : compare vii. r6r. 
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well as to fight on shipboard, when the necessity should arrive 
-furnishing two-thirds of the whole fleet, and yet prosecuting 
the building of fresh ships until the last moment 1-sending 
forth the ablest and most forward leader in the common cause, 
while content themselves to serve like other states under the 
leadership of Sparta. During the winter preceding the march 
of Xerxes from Sardis, the congress at the Isthmus was 
trying, with little success, to bring the Grecian cities into united 
action. Among the cities north of .Attica and Peloponnesus, 
the greater number were either inclined to submit, like Thebes 
and the greater part of Breotia, or were at least lukewarm in the 
cause of independence: so rare at this trying moment (to use 
the language of the unfortunate Plat:::eans fifty-three years after­
wards) was the exertion of resolute Hellenic patriotism against 
the invader.2 

Even in the interior of Peloponnesus, the powerful Argos 
maintained an ambiguous neutrality. It was one of the first 
steps of the congress to send special envoys to Argos, setting 
forth the common danger and soliciting co-operation. The 
result is certain, that no co-operation was obtained-the Argeians 
did nothing throughout the struggle; but as to their real 
position, or the grounds of their refusal, contradictory state­
ments had reached the ears of Herodotus. They themselves 
affirmed that they were ready to have joined the Hellenic cause, 
in spite of dissuasion from the Delphian oracle-exacting only 
as conditions that the Spartans should conclude a truce with 
them for thirty years, and should equally divide the honours of 
headship with Argos. To the proposed truce there would 
probably have been no objection, nor was there any as to the 
principle of dividing the headship. But the Spartans added, 
that they had two kings, while the Argeians had only one ; and 
inasmuch as neither of the two Spartan kings could be deprived 
of his vote, the Argeian king could only be admitted to a third 
vote conjointly with them. This proposition appeared to the 
Argeians (who considered that even the undivided headship 
wa~ no more than their ancient right) as nothing better than 
insolent encroachment, and incensed them so much that they 
desired the envoys to quit their territory before sunset ; pre-

1 Herodot. vii. 144. 
2 Thucyd. iii. 56. ~v l<a<po'is oTs cnr&vwv i!>' .,r;,, 'E:>..:>..1waw Twa apeT~Jl' Tjl 

'£!.Jp~OV IJuv&p.eL aY'TLTd~acr9aL, 
This view of the case is much more conformable to history than the 

boasts of later orators respecting wide-spread patriotism in these times. 
See Demosthen. Philipp. iii. 37, p. 120. 
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ferring even a tributary existence under Persia to a formal 
degradation as compared with Sparta.1 

Such was the story told by the Argeians themselves, but 
seemingly not credited either by any other Greeks, or by 
Herodotus himself. The prevalent opinion was, that the 
Argeians had a secret understanding with Xerxes. It was even 
affirmed that they had been the parties who invited him into 
Greece, as a means both of protection and of vengeance to them­
selves against Sparta after their defeat by Kleomenes. And 
Herodotus himself evidently believed that they medz"sed, though 
he is half afraid to say so, and disguises his opinion in a cloud 
of words which betray the angry polemics going on about the 
matter, even fifty years afterwards.2 It is certain that in act the 
Argeians were neutral, and one of their reasons for neutrality 
was, that they did not choose to join any Pan-Hellenic levy ex­
cept in the capacity of chiefs. But probably the more power­
ful reason was, that they shared the impression, then so widely 
diffused throughout Greece, as to the irresistible force of the 
approaching host, and chose to hold themselves prepared for 
the event. They kept up secret negotiations even with Persian 

1 Herodot. vii. 147-rso. 
2 The opinion of Herodotus is delivered in a remarkable way, without 

mentioning the name of the Argeians, and with evident reluctance. After 
enumerating all the Grecian contingents assembled for the defence of the 
isthmus, and the different inhabitants of Peloponnesus, ethnically classified, 
he proceeds to say : Tov·dow ifw oriw ~11"ora ~Ovewv ai ;\ot11"al .. 6Mts, 1rdp•~ orwv 
tca-r€i\.E~a, ~JC Toil p.faou E«aTEa.To" €l 0€ EA.ev8fp(I)S ~~€CTTt elw€7v, ~K 
oroii !J.E(fov l<a.T.f,!J.Evo• J!J.-/,Ii<(ov (viii. 73). This assertion includes the 
Argeians without naming them. 

When he speaks respecting the Argeians by name, he is by no means so 
free and categorical: compare vii. 152-he will give no opinion of his own, 
differing from the allegation of the Argeians themselves-he mentions other 
stories, incompatible with that allegation ; but without guaranteeing their 
accuracy-he delivers a general admonition that those who think they have 
great reason to complain of the conduct of others would generally find, on 
an impartial scrutiny, that others have as much reason to complain of 
them-" And thus the conduct of Argos has not been so much 7vorsc than 
that o.fothers"-oiJT&J llh ov1< 'Ap-y•lot(f< a.Yux<(fora 1H11'oL7JTa<. 

At the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, when the history of Hero­
dotus was probably composed, the Argeians were in a peculiarly favourable 
position. They took part neither with Athens nor Lacedremon, each of 
whom was afraid of offending them. An historian who openly countenanced 
a grave charge of treason against them in the memorable foregone combat 
against Xerxes, was thus likely to incur odium from both parties in 
Greece. 

The comments of Plutarch on Herodotus in respect to this matter are of 
little value (De Herodoti Malignit. c. 28, p. 863), and are indeed unfair, 
since he represents the Argeian version of the facts as being universally be­
lieved (li.11"avns Y(fa.o'<vh which it evidently was not, 
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agents, yet not compromising themselves while matters were 
still pending. Nor is it improbable, in their vexation against 
Sparta, that they would have been better pleased if the 
Persians had succeeded,-all which may reasonably be termed, 
medising. 

The absence of Hellenic fidelity in Argos was borne out by 
the parallel examples of Krete and Korkyra, to which places 
envoys from the Isthmus proceeded at the same time. The 
Kretans declined to take any part, on the ground of prohibitory 
injunctions from the oracle; 1 the Korkyrreans promised without 
performing, and even without any intention to perform. Their 
neutrality was a serious loss to the Greeks, since they could fit 
out a naval force of sixty triremes, second only to that of 
Athens. With this important contingent they engaged to join 
the Grecian fleet, and actually set sail from Korkyra; but they 
took care not to sail round Cape Malea, or to reach the scene 
of action. Their fleet remained on the southern or western 
coast of Peloponnesus, under pretence of being weather-bound, 
until the decisive result of the battle of Salamis was known. 
Their impress}on was that the Persian monarch would be 
victorious, in which case they would have made a merit of not 
having arrived in time; but they were also prepared with the 
plausible excuse of detention from foul winds, when the result 
turned out otherwise, and when they were reproached by the 
Greeks for their absence.2 Such duplicity it not very astonish­
ing, when we recollect that it was the habitual policy of 
Korkyra to isolate herself from Hellenic confederacies. 3 

The envoys who visited Korkyra proceeded onward on their 
mission to Gelon the despot of Syracuse. Of that potentate, re­
garded by Herodotus as more powerful than any state in Greece, 
I shall speak more fully in a subsequent chapter: it is sufficient 
to mention now, that he rendered no aid against Xerxes. Nor 
was it in his power to do so, whatever might have been his 
inclinations ; for the same year which brought the Persian 
monarch against Greece, was also selected by the Carthaginians 
for a formidable invasion of Sicily, which kept the Sicilian 
Greeks to the defence of their own island. It seems even 

1 Herodot. vii. 169. 
2 Herodot. vii. r68. 
8 Thucyd. i. 32-37. It is perhaps singular that the Corinthian envoys 

in Thucydid@s do not make any allusion to the duplicity of the Korkyrreans 
in regard to the Persian invasion, in the strong invective which they deliver 
against Korkyra before the Athenian assembly. (Thucydid. i. 37-42.) 
Tl e conduct of Corinth herself, however, on the same occasion, was not 
altogether without reproach. 
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probable that this simultaneous invasion had been concerted 
between the Persians and Carthaginians.1 

The endeavours of the deputies of Greeks at the Isthmus 
had thus produced no other reinforcement to their cause 
except some fair words from the Korkyr~ans. It was about the 
time when Xerxes was about to pass the Hellespont, in the 
beginning of 480 B.c., that the first actual step for resistance 
was taken, at the instigation of the Thessalians. Though the 
great Thessalian family of the Aleuad~ were among the com­
panions of Xerxes, and the most forward in inviting him into 
Greece, with every promise of ready submission from their 
countrymen-yet it seems that these promises were in reality 
unwarranted. The Aleuad~ were at the head only of a 
minority, and perhaps were even in exile, like the Peisi­
strati~ ; 2 while most of the Thessalians were disposed to resist 
Xerxes-for which purpose they now sent envoys to the 
Isthmus, 3 intimating the necessity of guarding the passes of 
Olympus, the northernmost entrance of Greece. They offered 
their own cordial aid in this defence, adding that they should 
be under the necessity of making their own separate submission, 
if this demand were not complied with. Accordingly a body 
of IO,ooo Grecian heavy-armed infantry, under the command of 
the Spartan Eu~netus and the Athenian Themistokles, were 
despatched by sea to Alus in Ach~a Phthiotis, where they 
disembarked and marched by land across Ach~ and Thessaly.4 

Being joined by the Thessalian horse, they occupied the defile 
of Tempe, through which the river Peneius makes its way to 
the sea, by a cleft between the mountains Olympus and Ossa. 

The long, narrow, and winding defile of Tempe formed then, 
and forms still, the single entrance, open throughout winter 
as well as summer, from Lower or maritime Macedonia into 

• Thessaly. The lofty mountain precipices approach so closely 
as to leave hardly room enough in some places for a road : it is 
thus eminently defensible, and a few resolute men would be 
sufficient to arrest in it the progress of the most numerous host. 5 

But the Greeks soon discovered that the position was such as 

1 Herodot. vii. 158-167. Diodor. xi. 22. 
2 See Schol. ad Aristeid, Panathenaic. p. 138. 
3 Herodot. vii. 172 : compare c. 130. 
4 Herodot. vii. 173. 
~ Herodot. vii. 172. '7'1)v £cr{3oA.1}v T1]v 'Oi\v~1rtH:1/V. See the description 

a.nd plan of Tempe in Dr. Clarke's Travels, vol. iv. ch. ix. p. 280; and 
the Dissertation of Kriegk, in which all the facts about this interesting 
defile are collected and compared (Das Thessalische Tempe. Frankfort, 
1834). 
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they could not hold,-first, because the powerful fleet of Xerxes 
would be able to land troops in their rear ; secondly, because 
there was also a second entrance passable in summer, from 
Upper Macedonia into Thessaly, by the mountain passes over 
the range of Olympus; an entrance which traversed the country 
of the Perrhrebians and came into Thessaly near Gonnus, 
about the spot where the defile of Tempe begins to narrow. 
It was in fact by this second pass, evading the insurmountable 
difficulties of Tempe, that the advancing march of the Persians 
was destined to be made, under the auspices of Alexander king 
of Macedon, tributary to them and active in their service. 
That prince sent a communication of the fact to the Greeks at 
Tempe, admonishing them that they would be trodden under 
foot by the countless host approaching, and urging them to 
renounce their hopeless position.l He passed for a friend, and 
probably believed himself to be acting as such, in dissuading 
the Greeks from unavailing resistance to Persia : but he was in 
reality a very dangerous mediator; and as such the Spartans 
had good reason to dread him, in a second intervention of 
which we shall hear more hereafter.2 On the present occasion, 
the Grecian commanders were quite ignorant of the existence 
of any other entrance into Thessaly, besides Tempe, until their 
arrival in that region. Perhaps it might have been possible to 
defend both entrances at once, and considering the immense 
importance of arresting the march of the Persians at the 
frontiers of Hellas, the attempt would have been worth some 
risk. So great was the alarm, however, produced by the unex­
pected discovery, justifying or seeming to justify the friendly 
advice of Alexander, that they remained only a few days at 
Tempe, then at once retired back to their ships, and returned 
by sea to the Isthmus of Corinth-about the time when Xerxes 
was crossing the Hellespont.3 

The description of Temp& in Livy (xliii. IS; xliv. 6) seems more accurate 
than that of Pliny (H. N. iv. 8). We may remark that both the one and 
the other belong to times subsequent to the formation and organisation of 
the Macedonian empire, when it came to hold Greece in a species of de­
pendence. The Macedonian princes after Alexander the Great, while they 
added to the natural difficulties of Temp@ by fortifications, at the same time 
made the road more convenient as a military communication. In the time 
of Xerxes these natural difficulties had never been approached by the hand 
of art, and were doubtless much greater. 

The present road through the pass is about thirteen feet broad in its 
narrowest part, and between fifteen and twenty feet broad elsewhere-the 
pass is about five English miles in length (Kriegk, p. 21-33). 

1 Herodot. vii. 173. 2 Herodot. viii. 140-143. 
8 Herodot. vii. 173, I74· 
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Thermopylce and Artemisium 185 
This precipitate retreat produced consequences highly disas­

trous and discouraging. It appeared to leave all Hellas north 
of Mount Kitha:ron and of the Megarid territory without 
defence, and it served either as reason or pretext for the 
majority of the Grecian states, north of that boundary, to make 
their submission to Xerxes, which some of them had already 
begun to d0 before.1 When Xerxes in the course of his march 
reached the Thermaic Gulf, within sight of Olympus and Ossa, 
the heralds whom he had sent from Sardis brought him tokens 
of submission from a third portion of the Hellenic name­
the Thessalians, Dolopes, 1Enianes, Perrillebians, Magnetes, 
Lokrians, Dorians, Melians, Phthi6tid Acha:ans, and Bceotians. 
Among the latter is included Thebes, but not Thespire or 
Platrea. The Thessalians, especially, not only submitted, but 
manifested active zeal and rendered much service in the cause 
of Xerxes, under the stimulus of the Aleuadre, whose party now 
became predominant: they were probably indignant at the 
hasty retreat of those who had come to defend them. 2 

Had the Greeks been able to maintain the passes of Olympus 
and Ossa, all this northern faction might probably have been 
induced to partake in the resistance instead of becoming 
auxiliaries to the invader. During the six weeks or two months 
which elapsed between the retreat of the Greeks from Tempe 
and the arrival of Xerxes at Therma, no new plan of defence 
was yet thoroughly organised; for it was not until that arrival 
became known at the Isthmus, that the Greek army and fleet 
made its forward movement to occupy Thermopylre and 
Artemisium. 3 

CHAPTER XL 

BATTLES OF THERMOPYLJE AND ARTEMISIUM 

IT was while the northerly states of Greece were thus succes­
sively falling off from the common cause, that the deputies 
assembled at the Isthmus took among themselves the solemn en­
gagement, in the event of success, to inflict upon these recusant 
brethren condign punishment; to tithe them in property, and 
perhaps to consecrate a tenth of their persons, for the profit of 

1 Diodor. xi. 3· tn 7!'apovcr1/S 'Tlis ev 'TOtS Tlp.r.Errl tJ>vll.aidjs, &c. 
2 Herodot. vii. I3I, 132, I74· 
3 Herodot. vii. 177. 
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the Delphian god. Exception was to be made in favour of those 
states which had been driven to yield by irresistible necessity.1 

Such a vow seemed at that moment little likely to be executed. 
It was the manifestation of a determined feeling binding 
together the states which took the pledge, but it cannot have 
contributed much to intimidate the rest. 

To display their own force, was the only effective way of 
keeping together doubtful allies. The pass of Thermopylre was 
now fixed upon as the most convenient point of defence, next 
to that of Tempe-leaving out indeed, and abandoning to 
the enemy, Thessalians, Perrhrebians, Magnetes, Phthiotid 
Achreans, Dolopes, h:nianes, Malians, &c., who would all have 
been included if the latter line had been adhered to; but com­
prising the largest range consistent with safety. The position 
of Thermopylre presented another advantage which was not to 
be found at Tempe; the mainland was here separated from the 
island of Eubrea only by a narrow strait, about two English 
miles and a half in its smallest breadth, between Mount Knemis 
and Cape Kenreum. On the northern portion of Eubrea, im­
mediately facing Magnesia and Achrea Phthiotis, was situated 
the line of coast called Artemisium ; a name derived from the 
temple. of Artemis, which was its most conspicuous feature, 
belonging to the town of Histirea. It was arranged that the 
Grecian fleet should be mustered there, in order to co-operate 
with the land-force, and to oppose the progress of the Persians 
on both elements at once. To fight in a narrow space 2 was 
supposed favourable to the Greeks on sea not less than on land, 
inasmuch as their ships were both fewer in number, and heavier 
in sailing than those in the Persian service. From the position 
of Artemisium, it was calculated that they might be able to 
prevent the Persian fleet from advancing into the narrow strait 
which severs Eubrea to the north and west from the mainland, 
and which between Chalkis and Breotia becomes not too wide 
for a bridge. It was at this latter point that the Greek seamen 
would have preferred to place their defence : but the occupation 
of the northern part of the Eubrean strait was indispensable to 
prevent the Persian fleet from landing troops in the rear of the 
defenders of Thermopylre. 

Of this Eubrean strait, the western limit is formed by what 

1 Herodot. vii. 132; Diodor. xi. 3· 
2 Herodot. viii. r 5-60. Compare Isokmti"!s, Panegyric, Or. iv. p. 59· 
I shall have occasion presently to remark the revolution which took 

place in Athenian feeling on this point between the Persian and Pelopon-
nesian wars. · 
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was then called the Maliac Gulf, into which the river Spercheius 
poured itself-after a course from west to east between the line 
of Mount Othrys to the north and Mount CEta to the south­
near the town of Antikyra. The lower portion of this spacious 
and fertile valley of the Spercheius was occupied by the various 
tribes of the Malians, bordering to the north and east on Ach::ea 
Phthiotis : the southernmost Malians, with their town of Trachis, 
occupied a plain-in some places considerable, in others very 
narrow-enclosed between Mount CEta and the sea. From 
Trachis the range of CEta stretched eastward, bordering close 
on the southern shore of the Maliac Gulf: between the two 
lay the memorable pass of Thermopylre.1 On the road from 
Trachis to Thermopylce, immediately outside of the latter and 
at the mouth of the little streams called the Phcenix and the 
Asopus, was placed the town of Antbela, celebrated for its 
temples of Amphiktyon and of the Amphiktyonic Demeter, as 
well as for the autumnal assemblies of the Amphiktyonic 
council, for whom seats were provided in the temple. 

Immediately near to Anthela, the northern slope of the 
mighty and prolonged ridge of CEta approached so close to the 
gulf, or at least to an inaccessible morass which formed the 
edge of the gulf, as to leave no more than one single wheel 
track between. This narrow entrance formed the western gate 
of Thermopylce. At some little distance, seemingly about a 
mile, to the eastward, the same close conjunction between the 
mountain and the sea was repeated-thus forming the eastern 
gate of Thermopylce, not far from the first town of the Lokrians, 
called Alpeni. The space between these two gates was wider 
and more open, but it was distinguished, and is still distin­
guished, by its abundant fiow of thermal springs, salt and 
sulphureous. Some cells were here prepared for bathers, 
which procured for the place the appellation of Chytri or the 
Pans: but the copious supply of mineral water spread its mud, 
and deposited its crust over all the adjacent ground; and the 
Phokians, some time before, had designedly endeavoured so to 
conduct the water as to render the pass utterly impracticable, 
at the same time building a wall across it near to the western 
gate. They had done this in order to keep off the attacks of 
the Thessalians, who had been trying to extend their conquests 
southward and eastward. The warm springs, here as in other 

1 The word Pass commonly conveys the idea of a path enclosed between 
mountains. In this instance it is employed to designate a narrow passage, 
having mountains on one side only, and water (or marsh ground) on the 
other. 
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parts of Greece, were consecrated to Herakles, 1 whose legendary 
exploits and sufferings ennobled all the surrounding region­
Mount CEta, Trachis, Cape Kenreum, the Lichades islands, the 
river Dyras. Some fragments of these legends have been trans­
mitted and adorned by the genius of Sophokles, in his drama 
of the Trachinian Maidens. 

Such was the general scene-two narrow openings with an 
intermediate mile of enlarged road and hot springs between 
them-which passed in ancient times by the significant name 
of Thermopylre, the Hot Gates; or sometimes, more briefly, 
Py Ire-The Gates. At a point also near Trachis, between the 
mountains and the sea, about two miles outside or westward of 
Thermopylre, the road was hardly less narrow, but it might be 
turned by marching to the westward, since the adjacent moun­
tains were lower, and presented less difficulty of transit : while 
at Thermopylre itself, the overhanging projection of Mount <:Eta 
was steep, woody, and impracticable, leaving access, from 
Thessaly into Lokris and the territories south-east of CEta, only 
through the straight gate ;·2 save and except an unfrequented as 

1 According to {)ne of the numerous hypotheses for refining religious 
legend into matter of historical and physical fact, fierakles was supposed 
to· have been an engineer or water-tinder in very early times-~ewlls 11'epl 
(1rr1JGW Mcf.rwv Kal <Tvvaywyf,v. See Plutarch, Cum principibus viris philo­
sopho esse disserendum, c. i. p. 776. 

2 About Thermopylre, see Herodot. vii. 175, 176, 199, 200. 

'H ll' ail ota Tp'I/XLPOS· ~(J'Q~OS ~s Tf/1>' 'Ell:\&~a t<TTt, TY <TTE<IIOTCI.TDV, n/-'(11':\E• 
8pov· ob f'EIITOt /((J!I'a TOUTO y' l<TTt TO UTE<POTaTOV T1is xti>p'I/S Tfjs lf:\:\1JS, 
?J.ll:\' fp.11'po<T8o TE li'>Eff'O'lrVAEWII kal li7r<<T8E' /CaT& TE 'All71'1JVOVs, t1Tt<T8e i6v7aS, 
~ov<Ta ap.t:t.~tTOS f.'06P'I/' Kal f,u1Tpo<T8e /la'l'a 4>o(VtKa 7rD'I'af'OV, a,ua~tTOS /!.11.11.'1) 
p.aVVTJ. 

Compare Pausanias, vii. r 5, 2. Th <TTevov To 'Hpa~<llEias .,.. fL•Ta~v «al 
fi'>eppo1rv:\€wv: also Strabo ix. p. 429; and Livy, xxxvi. 12. 

Herodotus says about Thermopylre-<TTetvoT€p'l/ ~ap ~cpafveTo ~ov<Ta T1is 
Es 0e<T<Tail.l1Jv, i.e. than the defile of Temp@. 

If we did not possess the clear topographical indications given by Hero­
dotus, it would be almost impossible to comprehend the memorable event 
here before us ; for the configuration of the coast, the course of the rivers, 
and the general local phrenomena, have now so entirely changed, that 
modern travellers rather mislead than assist. In the interior of the Maliac 
Gulf, three or four miles of new land have been formed by the gradual ac­
cumulation of river deposit, so that the Gulf itself is of much less extent, 
and the mountain bordering the gate of Thermopylre is not now near to the 
sea. The river Spercheius .has materially altered its course: instead of 
flowing into the sea in an easterly direction considerably north of Thermo­
pylre, as it did in the time of Herodotus, it has been diverted southward in 
the low~r part of its course, with many windings, so as to reach the sea 
much south of the pass, while the rivers Dyras, Melas, and As6pus, which 
in the time of Herodotus all reached the sea separately between the mouth 
of Spercheius and Thermopylre, now do not reach the sea at all, but fall 
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well as circuitous mountain path which will be presently noticed. 
The wall originally built across the pass by the Phokians was 
now half-ruined by age and neglect; but the Greeks easily re­
established it, determining to await in this narrow pass, in that 
age narrower even than the defile of Tempe, the approach of 
the invading host. The edge of the sea-line appears to have 
been for the most part marsh, fit neither for walking nor for 
sailing; but there were points at which boats could land, so that 
constant communication could be maintained with the fleet at 
Artemisium, while Alpeni was immediately in their rear to 
supply provisions. 

Though a general resolution of the Greek deputies assembled 
at the Isthmus, to defend conjointly Thermopylre and the 
Eubrean strait, had been taken seemingly not long after the 
retreat from Tempe, their troops and their fleet did not actually 
occupy these positions until Xerxes was known to have reached 
the Thermaic Gulf. Both were then put in motion ; the land­
force under the Spartan king Leonidas, the naval force under 
the Spartan commander Eurybiades, apparently about the 
latter part of the month of June. Leonidas was the younger 
brother, the successor, and the son-in-law, of the former 
Eurystheneid king Kleomenes, whose only daughter Gorgo he 
had married. Another brother of the same family-Dorieus, 
older than Leonidas-had perished, even before the death of 
Kleomenes, in an unsuccessful attempt to plant a colony in 
Sicily ; and room had been thus made for the unexpected 
succession of the youngest brother. Leonidas now conducted 
from the Isthmus to Thermopylre a select band of 300 Spartans 
-all being citizens of mature age, and persons who left at 

into the Spercheius. Moreover the perpetual flow ofthethermalspringshas 
tended to accumulate deposit and to raise the level of the soil generally 
throughout the pass. Herodotus seems to consider the road between the 
two gates of Thermopylre as bearing north and south, whereas it would 

~ar more nearly east and west. He knows nothing of the appellation 
allidromus, applied by Livy and Strabo to an undefined portion of the 
.stern ridge of <Eta. · 
Respecting the past and present features of Thermopylre, see the valuable 
>servations of Colonel Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. ii. ch. x. 
7-40 ; Gell, Itinerary of Greece, p. 239 ; Kruse, Hellas, vol. iii. ch. x. 
129. Dr. Clarke observes, "The hot springs issue principally from two 

ouths at the foot of the limestone precipices of <Eta, upon the left of the 
.useway, which here passes close under the mountain, and on this part of 
scarcely admits two horsemen abreast of each other, the morass on the 
;ht, between the causeway and the sea, being so dangerous, that we were 
'ry near being buried with our horses, by our imprudence in venturing a 
w paces into it from the paved road." (Clarke's Travels, val. iv. ch. viii. 
247·) 
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home sons to supply their places.1 Along with them were 500 

hoplites from Tegea, soo from Mantineia, xzo from the 
Arcadian Orchomenus, Iooo from the rest of Arcadia, 400 

from Corinth, zoo from Phlius, and So from Mykenre. There 
were also doubtless Helots and other light troops, in undefined 
number, and probably a certain number of ~acedremonian 
hoplites, not Spartans. In their march through Bceotia they 
were joined by 7oo hoplites of Thespire, hearty in the cause, 
and by 400 Thebans of more equivocal fidelity under Leon­
tiades. It appears indeed that the leading men of Thebes, at 
that time under a very narrow oligarchy, decidedly medz'sed, or 
espoused the Persian interest, as much as they·dared before the 
Persians were actually in the country : and Leonidas, w:Hen he 
made the requisition for a certain number of their troops to 
assist in the defence of Thermopylre, was doubtful whether 
they would not refuse compliance, and openly declare against 
the Greek cause. The Theban chi~fs thought it prudent to 
comply, though against their real inclinations, and furnished a 
contingent of 400 men,2 chosen from citizens of a sentiment 
opposed to their own. Indeed the Theban people, and the 
Bceotians generally, with the exception of Thespire and Platrea, 
seem to have had little sentiment on either side, and to have 
followed passively the inspirations of their leaders. 

With these troops Leonidas reached Thermopylre, whence 
he sent envoys to invite the junction of the Phokians and th...: 
Lokrians of Opus. The latter had been among those who had 

1 Herodot. vii. 177, 205. brtM~&.p.aos ifvlipas ore -robs t<a-reo-nw-ras -rp•'Y/· 
t<oulous, t<al -ro'i!It l-rv-yx.avov 1ra'iliEs .16vns. 

In selecting men for a dangerous service, the Spartans took by preference 
those who already had families: if such a man was slain, he left behind 
him a son to discharge his duties to the state, and to maintain the continuity 
of the family sacred rites, the extinction of which was considered as a great 
misfortune. In our ideas, the life of the father of a family in mature age 
would be considered as of more value, and his death a greater loss, than 
that of a younger and unmarried man. 

2 Herodot. vii. zos; Thucyd. iii. 62 ; Diodor. xi. 4; Plutarch, Aristeides, 
c. IS. 

The passage of Thucydid~s is very important here, as confirming to a 
great degree the statement of Herodotus, and enabling us to appreciate the 
criticisms of Plutarch, on this particular point very plausible (De Herodoti 
Malign. pp. 865, 866). The latter seems to have copied from a lost Bceotian 
author named Aristophanes, who tried to make out a more honourable c~se· 
for his countrymen in respect to their conduct in the Persian war. 

The statement of Diodorus-El?j.Sa£wv r.,.o Ti)s h'pas p.•p£13os ws TE-rpaKOIIwl 
-is illustrated by a proce~ding of the Korkyrrean government (Thucyd. 
iii. 75) when they enlisted their enemies in order to send them away: also 
that of the Italian Cuma; (Dionys. Hal. vii. 5). · ~ 



Thermopylce and Arteunsmm r9r 
sent earth and water to Xerxes, of which they are said to have 
repented : the step was taken probably only from fear, which 
at this particular moment prescribed acquiescence in the 
summons of Leonidas, justified by the plea of necessity in case 
the Persians should prove ultimately victorious : 1 while the 
Phokians, if originally disposed to medt"se, were now precluded 
from doing so by the fact that their bitter enemies the Thessa­
lians were active in the cause of Xerxes and influential in 
guiding his movements.2 The Greek envoys added strength 
to their summons by all the encouragements in their power. 
"The troops now at Thermopylre (they said) were a mere 
advanced body, preceding the main strength of Greece, which 
was expected to arrive every day : on the side of the sea, a 
sufficient fleet was already on guard. Moreover there was no 
cause for fear, since the invader was after all not a god, but a 
man, exposed to those reverses of fortune which came inevitably 
on all men, and most of all,, upon those in pre-eminent 
condition."3 Such arguments prove but too evidently the 
melancholy state of terror which then pervaded, the Greek 
mind. Whether reassured by them or not, the great body of 
the Opuntian Lokrians, and Iooo Phokians, joined Leonidas at 
Thermopylre. 

That this terror was both genuine and serious, there cannot 
be any doubt : and the question naturally suggests itself, why 
t~1e Greeks did not at once send their full force instead of a 
mere advanced guard? The answer is to be found in another 
::tttribute of the Greek character-it was the time of celebrating 
both the Olympic festival-games on the banks of the Alpheius, 
and the Kameian festival at Sparta and most of the other 
Dorian states.4 Even at a moment when their whole freedom 

1 Diodo1'. xi. 4· 2 Herodot. viii. 30. 
3 Herodot. vii. 203. llf}'OV'TE$ lh' anellwv, ws avTol '""~" ~ICO!EJI orp&opop.oc 

-rwv lfil.il.wv, ai lie /l.omol -rwv crv!lp.&.xwP 1rpocrliOJCtp.o< 1riicrav •lcr< i!!l€prw • ••• 
Kal crcpt .t1/ OE<V~V oboJv· ov -yitp Belw ElVa< 'T~V hn6v-ra J?rl T7JV 'EA.Actoa, ail.ll' 
ltvlipw,.ov· dvu.t OE IJV'f/'TOV ovotiva, ovll€ lcrerriJat, -r<ji KaJCI>V J~ apxfis ";!VOpAvcp 
ob rruv•p.lxll'f/, 'TOl<T! a€ P.•";i<I'TOIIfL u.h€wv, !lti"f<lf'Ta· l>cpeiii.ELV iliv KU.l TDJI 
t'lTella6vona, ws UvTa livn-rav, a?ro 'dis 1!6~?'/S ?rE(]"E€11' ltv. 

4 Herodot. vii. zo6. It was only the Dorian states (Lacedremon, Argos, 
Sikyon, &c.) which were under obligations of abstinence from aggressive 
military operations during the month of the Karneian festival : other state> 
(e"en in Peloponnesus), Elis, Mantineia, &c., and of course Athens, were 
not under similar restraint (Thucyd. v. 54, 75). 

I do not here mean to assert that these two festivals (the Karneia and the 
Olympia) took place so exactly at the same time, that persons could not 
attend both. It would seem that the Karneia came latest of the two. 
But the Grecian festivn lo depended on the lunar months, and varied more 
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and existence were at stake, the Greeks could not bring them­
selves to postpone these venerated solemnities : especially the 
Peloponnesian Greeks, among whom this force of religious 
routine appears to have been the strongest. At a period more 
than a century later, in the time of Demosthenes, when the 
energy of the Athenians had materially declined, we shall find 
them too postponing the military necessities of the state to the 
complete and splendid fulfilment of their religious festival 
obligations-starving all their measures of foreign policy in 
order that the Theoric exhibitions might be imposing to the 
people and satisfactory to the gods. At present, we find little 
disposition in the Athenians to make this sacrifice-certainly 
much less than in the Peloponnesians. The latter, remaining 
at home to celebrate their festivals while an invader of super­
human might was at their gates, remind us of the Jews in the 
latter days of their independence, who suffered the operations 
of the besieging Roman army round their city to be carried 
on without interruption during the Sabbath.l The Spartans 
and their confederates reckoned that Leonidas with his detach­
ment would be strong enough to hold the pass of Thermopylre 
until the Olympic and Karneian festivals should be past, after 
which period they were prepared to march to his aid with their 
whole military force. 2 They engaged to assemble in Bceotia 
for the purpose of defending Attica against attack on the land­
side, while the great ~ass of the Athenian force was serving on 
shipboard. 

At the time when this plan was laid, they believed that the 
narrow pass of Thermopylre was the only means of possible 
access for an invading army. But Leonidas, on reaching the 
spot, discovered for the first time that there was also a mountain 
path starting from the neighbourhood of Trachis, ascending 
the gorge of the river Asopus and the hill called Anoprea, then 
crossing the crest of CEta and descending in the rear of Ther­
mopylre near the Lokrain town of Alpeni. This path-then 
hardly used, though its ascending half now serves as the 
regular track from Zeitun, the ancient Lamia, to Salona on the 
Corinthian Gulf, the ancient Amphissa-was revealed to him 

or less in reference to the solar year. The Karneia were annual ; the 
Olympia quadrennial. 

1 Josephus, Bell. Judaic. i. 7, 3; ii. r6, 4; ibid. Antiqq. Judaic. xiv. 
4, z. If their bodies were attacked on the Sabbath, the Jews defended 
themselves ; but they would not break through the religious obligations of 
the day in order to impede any military operations of the besiegers. See 
Reimar. ad Dion. Cass. lxvi. 7· 

2 Herodot. vii. 206 ; viii. 40. 
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by its first discoverers, the inhabitants of Trachis, who in 
former days had conducted the Thessalians over it to attack 
Phokis, after the Phokians had blocked up the pass of Ther­
mopyl::e. It was therefore not unknown to the Phokians : it 
conducted from Trachis into their country, and they volunteered 
to Leonidas that they would occupy and defend it.l But the 
Greeks thus found themselves at Thermopylae under the same 
necessity of providing a double line of defence, for the mountain 
path as well as for the defile, as that which had induced their 
former army to abandon Tempe: and so insufficient did their 
numbers seem, when the vast host of Xerxes was at length 
understood to be approaching, that a panic terror seized them. 
The Peloponnesian troops especially, anxious only for their 
own separate line of defence at the Isthmus of Corinth, wished 
to retreat thither forthwith. The indignant remonstrances of 
the Phokians and Lokrians, who would thus have been left to 
the mercy of the invader, induced Leonidas to forbid this 
retrograde movement : but he thought it necessary to send 
envoys to the various cities, insisting on the insufficiency of his 
numbers, and requesting immediate reinforcements.2 So pain­
fully were the consequences now felt, of having kept back the 
main force until after the religious festivals in Peloponnesus. 

Nor was the feeling of confidence stronger at this moment in 
their naval armam~nt, though it had mustered in far superior 
numbers at Artemisium on the northern coast of Eubrea, under 
the Spartan Eurybiades. It was composed as follows :-Ioo 
Athenian triremes, manned in part by the citizens of Plat<ea, in 
spite of their total want of practice on shi~board, 40 Corinthian, 
20 Megarian, 20 Athenian, manned by the inhabitants of 
Chalkis.and lent to them by Athens, 18 JEginetan, 12 Sikyo­
nian, ro Laced::emonian, 8 Epidaurian, 7 Eretrian, 5 Trcezenian, 
2 from Styrus in Eubrea, and 2 from the island of Keos. 
There were thus in all 27 I triremes; together with 9 pente­
konters, furnished partly by Keos and partly by the Lokrians 
of Opus. Themistokles was at the head of the Athenian con­
tingent, and Adeimanthus of the Corinthian; of other officers 
we hear nothing. 3 Three cruising vessels, an Athenian, an 
JEginetan, and a Trrezenian, were pushed forward along the 
coast of Thessaly, beyond the island of Skiathos, to watch the 
advancing movements of the Persian fleet from Therma. 

It was here that the first blood was shed in this memorable 
1 Herodot. vii. 212, 216, 218. 2 Herodot. vii. 207. 
3 Herodot. viii. I, 2, 3· Diodorus (xi. 12) makes the Athenian number 

stronger by twenty triremes. 
VOL. V. H 
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contest. Ten of the best ships in the Persian fleet, sent for­
ward in the direction of Skiathos, fell in with these three 
Grecian triremes, who probably supposing them to be the 
precursors of the entire fleet sought safety in flight. The 
Athenian trireme escaped to the mouth of the Peneius, where 
the crew abandoned her, and repaired by land to Athens, 
leaving the vessel to the enemy: the other two ships were 
overtaken and captured afloat-not without a vigorous resist­
ance on the part of the .lEginetan, one of whose hoplites, 
Pythes, fought with desperate bravery and fell covered with 
wounds. So much did the Persian warriors admire him, that 
they took infinite pains to preserve his life, and treated him 
with the most signal manifestations both of kindness and 
respect, while they dealt with his comrades as slaves. 

On board the Trcezenian vessel, which was the first to be 
captured, they found a soldier named Leon, of imposing 
stature : this man was immediately taken to the ship's head 
and slain, as a presaging omen in the approaching contest: 
perhaps (observes the historian) his name may have con­
tributed to determine his fate. 1 The ten Persian ships . 
.advanced no farther than the dangerous rock Myrmex, between 
Skiathos and the mainland, which had been made known to 
them by a Greek navigator of Skyros, and on which they 
erected a pillar to serve as warning for the coming fleet. Still, 
so intense was the alarm which their presence, communicated 
by fire-signals 2 from Skiathos, and strengthened by the capture 
of the three look-out ships, inspired to the fleet at Artemisium, 
that they actually abandoned their station, believing that the 
entire fleet of the eJ.temy was at hand.3 They sailed up the 
Eubcean strait to Chalkis, as the narrowest and most defensible 
passage; leaving scouts on the high lands to watch the enemy~ 
.advance. 

Probably this sudden retreat was forced upon the generals 
by the panic of their troops, similar to that. which King 
Leonidas, more powerful than Eurybiades and Themistokles, 
had found means to arrest at Thermopylre. It ruined for the 
time the whole scheme of defence, by laying open the rear of 

1 Herodot. vii. r8o. -rd.xa; II' /l;v.,.. t<al -roil oiwJp.a;-ros bra.bpot-ro. 
Respecting the influence of a name and its etymology, in this case 

unhappy for the possessor, compare Herodot. ix. 91 ; and Tacit. Hist. 
iv. 53· 

2 For tll.e employment of fire-signals, compare Livy, xxviii. 5 ; and the 
·Opening of the Agamemn6n of JEschy!us and the same play, v. 270, 300; 
.also Thucydid~s, iii. 22-80. 

3 Herodot. vii. r8r, r82, 183. 
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the army at Thermopylre to the operations of the Persian fleet. 
But that which the Greeks did not do for themselves was more 
than compensated by the beneficent intervention of their gods, 
who opposed to the invader the more terrible arms of storm 
and hurricane. He was allowed to bring his overwhelming 
host, land-force as well as naval, to the brink of Thermopylre 
and to the coast of Thessaly, without hindrance or damage ; 
but the time had now arrived when the gods appeared deter­
mined to humble him, and especially to strike a series of blows 
at his fleet which should reduce it to a number not beyond 
what the Greeks could contend with.1 Amidst the general 
terror which pervaded Greece, the Delphians were the first to 
earn the gratitude of their countrymen by announcing that 
divine succour was at hand.2 On entreating advice from their 
own oracle, they were directed to pray to the Winds, who 
would render powerful aid to Greece. Moreover the Athenian 
seamen, in their retreat at Chalkis, recollecting that Boreas was 
the husband of the Attic princess or heroine Oreithyia, daughter 
of their ancient king Erechtheus, addressed fervent prayers to 
their son-in-law for his help in need. Never was help more 
effective, or more opportune, than the destructive storm, 
presently to be recounted, on the coast of Magnesia, for which 
grateful thanks and annual solemnities were still rendered even 
in the time of HeroJotus, at Athens as well as at Delphi. 3 

Xerxes had halted on the Thermaic Gulf for several days, 
employing a large portion of his numerous army in cutting 
down the woods, and clearing the roads, on the pass over 
Olympus from Upper Macedonia into Perrhrebia, which was 
recommended by his Macedonian allies as preferable to the 
defile of Tempe.4 Not intending to march through the latter, 

1 Herodot. vii. 184. p.'xp• p.ev ~n -ro6Tov Tov xC:,pov Kal-row EJepp.o?rvl.iwv, 
l.Tra61}s -re KaKwv l1w o (rrpa-ros, Kal 1rA1j8os lTJV TTJV•Kav-ra ln -r&O'ov, &c.­
viii. 13. ~1rau!e-ro o< 1rav i11ro roil 8eov, 3K«>s tl.v ~~<<Tw8elTJ -r<jl 'EAATJV<K</i -ro 
nep<Tu<lw, p.tJ8€ 7roAAo/ 7rAEOV E1TJ. Compare viii. 109 • and Diodor. xi. 13. 

2 Herodot. vii. I 78. Ll•:>.cpol o£ ~.~&p.•vol -ro p.a.v-ri)iov, 1rp&ra p.€v, 
'Ehhi)vwv -roi<T• {3ovhop.,vot0'1 elva• i:>.ev0€pot0'1 ~g1}ry«hav .,.a XPtJ<TO€~-ra 
ab-rol<fl. Ka£ <f</>1 ~EIIIWS 1Ca7appwoEoV<fl 'TOV f3&,pflapov ~~t:J.')'')'E{haVTES, x&ptv 
&8&.va70V IC«TE8Ev'To. 

3 Herodot. vii. 189. The language of the historian in this chapter is 
remarkable : his incredulous reason rather gets the better of religious 
acquiescence. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, reciting this incident together with some other 
miracles of .lEakus, Aristreus, EmpedoklSs, &c., reproves his Pagan 
opponents for their inconsistency, while believing these, in rejecting the 
miracles of Moses and the prophets (Stromat. vi. pp. 629, 630). 

4 The pass over which Xerxes passed was that by Petra, Pythium, and 
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he is said to have gone by sea to view it; and remarks are 
ascribed to him on the facility of blocking it up so as to convert 
all Thessaly into one vast lake. 1 His march from Therma 
through Macedonia, Perrhrebia, Thessaly, and Achrea Phthi6tis, 
into the territory of the Malians and the neighbourhood of 
Thermopylre, occupied eleven or twelve days : 2 the people 
through whose towns he passed had already made their sub­
mission, and the Thessalians especially were zealous in second­
ing his efforts. His numerous host was still further swelled by 
the presence of these newly-submitted people, and by the 
Macedonian troops under Alexander; so that the river 
Onoch6nus in Thessaly, and even the Apidanus in Achrea 
Phthi6tis, would hardly suffice to supply it, but were drunk up, 
according to the information given to Herodotus. At Alus in 
Achrea, he condescended to listen tQ the gloomy legend con­
nected with the temple of Zeus Laphysteus and the sacred 
grove of the Athamantid family. He respected and protected 
these sacred places : an incident which shows that the sacrilege 
and destruction of temples imputed to him by the Greeks, 
though true in regard to Athens, Abre, Miletus, &c., was by 
no means universally exhibited, and is even found qualified 
by occasional instances of great respect for Grecian religious 
Oloosson-" saltum ad Petram "-" Perrhrebire saltum" (Livy, xlv. 2r; 
xliv. 27.) Petra was near the point where the road passed from Pieria or 
Lower Macedonia into Upper Macedonia (see Livy; xxxix. 26). 

Compare respecting this pass, and the general features of the neighbour­
ing country, Colonel Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, val. iii. ch. xviii. 
p. 337-343, and ch. xxx. p. 430 ; also Bone, La Turquie en Europe, vol. i. 
p. rgS-202. 

The Thracian king Sitalk@s, like Xerxes on this occasion, was obliged to 
cause the forests to be cut, to make a road for his army, in the early part of 
the Peloponnesian war (Thucyd. ii. 98). 

1 Herodot. vii. I30, I31. That Xerxes, struck by the view of Olympus 
and Ossa, went to see the narrow defile between them, is probable enough ; 
hut the remarks put into his mouth are probably the fancy of some ingeni­
ous contemporary Greeks, suggested by the juxtaposition of such a landscape 
and such a monarch. To suppose this narrow defile walled up, was easy 
for the imagination of any spectator : to suppose that he could order it to 
be done, was in character with a monarch who disposed of an indefinite 
amount of manual labour, and who had just finished the cutting of Athos. 
Such dramatic fitness was quite sufficient to convert that which migltt have 
been said into that which was said, and to procure for it a place among the 
historical anecdotes communicated to Herodotus. 

2 The Persian fleet did not leave Therma until eleven days after Xerxes 
and his land-force (Herodot. vii. 183) : it arrived in one day on the Sepias 
Akte or south-eastern coast of Magnesia (ibid.), was then assailed and dis­
tressed for three days by the hurricane (vii. 191), and proceeded immediately 
afterwards to Aphet:re (vii. 193). When it arrived at the latter place, 
Xerxes himself had been three days in the Malian territory (vii. rg6). 
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feeling. 1 Along the shore of the Malian Gulf he at length 
came into the Trachinian territory near Therrnopylre, where he 
encamped, seemingly awaiting the arrival of the fleet, so as to 
combine his further movements in advance,2 now that the 
enemy were immediately in his front. 

But his fleet was not destined to reach the point of com­
munication with the same ease as he had arrived before Ther­
mopylre. After having ascertained by the ten ships already 
mentioned (which captured the three Grecian guardships) that 
the channel between Skiathos and the mainland was safe, the 
Persian admiral Megabates sailed with his whole fleet from 
Therma, or from Pydna, 8 his station in the Thermaic Gulf, 
eleven days after the monarch had begun his land-march; and 
reached in one long day's sail the el!lstern coast of Magnesia, 
not far from its southernmost promontory. The greater part 
of this line of coast, formed by the declivities of Ossa and 
Pelion, is thoroughly rocky and inhospitable; but south of the 
town called Kasthanrea there was a short extent of open beach 
where the fleet rested for the night before coming to the line 
of coast called the Sepias Akte.4 The first line of ships were 
moored to the land, but the larger number of this immense 
fleet swung at anchor in a depth of eight lines. In this con­
dition they were overtaken the next morning by a sudden and 
desperate hurricane-a wind called by the people of the country 
Hellespontias, whi;h blew right upon the shore. The most 
active among the mariners found means to forestall the danger 
by beaching and hauling their vessels ashore ; but a large 
number, unable to take such a precaution, were carried before 
tl"e wind and dashed to pieces near Melibrea, Kasthanrea, and 
other points of this unfriendly region. Four hundred ships of 
war, according to the lowest estimate, together with a countless 
heap of transports and provision craft, were destroyed : and the 
loss of life as well as of property was immense. For three 
entire days did the terrors of the storm l:..st, during which time 
the crews ashore, left almost without defence, and apprehensive 

1 This point is set forth by Hoffmeister, Sittlich-religiose Lebensansicht 
des Herodotus. Essen, 1832, sect. 19, p. 93· 

2 Herodot. vii. 196, 197, 20!. 
3 Diodor. xi. 12. 
4 Diodorus (xi. rz), Plutarch (Themistokl~s, 8) and Mannert {Geogr. der 

Gr. und Romer, vol. vii. p. 596), seem to treat Sepias as a cape, the 
south-eastern corner of Magnesia : this is different from Herodotus, who 
mentions it as a line of some extent (li.?rcta'a ~ &.".-~ ~ })1J?r<as, vii. 191), and 
notices separately .-~v li.~<prw .-i]s Ma-yv1)ulns, vii. 193. 

The geography of Apollonius Rhodius (i. 56o--s8o) seems sadly inaccurate. 
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that the inhabitants of the country might assail or plunder 
them, were forced to break up the ships driven ashore in order 
to make a palisade out of the timbers.! Though the Magian 
priests who accompanied the armament were fervent in prayer 
and sacrifice-not merely to the Winds but also to Thetis and 
the Nereids, the tutelary divinities of Sepias Akte-they could 
obtain no mitigation until the fourth day : 2 thus long did the 
prayers of Delphi and Athens, and the jealousy of the gods 
against superhuman arrogance, protract the terrible visitation. 
At length on the fourth day calm weather returned, when all 
those ships which were in condition to proceed put to sea and 
sailed along the land, round the southern promontory of Mag­
nesia to Aphetre at the entrance of the Gulf of Pagasre. Little 
indeed had Xerxes gained by the laborious cutting through 
Mount Athas, in hopes to escape the unseen atmospheric 
enemies which howl around that formidable promontory : the 
work of destruction to his fleet was only transferred to the 
opposite side of the intervening Thracian sea. 

Had the Persian fleet reached Aphetre without misfortune, 
they would have found the Eubcean strait evacuated by the 
Greek fleet and undefended, so that they would have come 
immediately into communication with the land-army, and 
would have acted upon the rear of Leonidas and his division. 
But the storm completely altered this prospect, and revived the 
spirits of the Greek fleet at Chalkis. It w~s communicated to 
them by their scouts on the high lands of Eubcea, who even 
sent them word that the entire Persian fleet was destroyed : 
upon which, having returned thanks and offered libations to 
Poseidon the Saviour, the Greeks returned back as speedily as 
they could to Artemisium. To their surprise, however, they 
saw the Persian fleet, though reduced in number, still exhibiting 
a formidable total and appearance at the opposite station of 
Aphetre. The last fifteen ships of that fleet having been so 
greatly crippled by the storm as to linger behind the rest, mis­
took the Greek ships for their own comrades, fell into the midst 
of them, and were all captured. Sandokes, sub-satrap of the 
.!Eolic Kyme-Aridolis, despot of Alabanda in Karia-and 
Penthylus, despot of Paphos in Cyprus-the leaders of this 

1 Herodot. vii. 189-191. 
2 Herodot. vii. 191. On this occasion, as in regard to the prayers ad­

dressed by the Athenians to Boreas, Herodotus suffers a faint indication of 
scepticism to escape him: 7]p.~pas ")'i't.p on exelp.a(e -rpeis· -rtA.os o~, (l!'rop.& .... 
?l"otevv-res Kal Ka-raeloov-res ")'01/11'< oro/ &vep.rp ol M&")'ot, 11"pos ore -ro6-rotG't Kal 
®E-rt/CalryG't N1]p1)1G't8Qoii'TES, (1rauG'aV'rETUop'r11TJJ.'EP11'1) lfAA.ws ICWS ab-r~s 
l.8eA.wv eKO'IraG'•. 
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squadron, were sent prisoners to the Isthmus of Corinth, after 
having been questioned respecting the enemy: the latter of 
these three had brought Xerxes a contingent of twelve ships, 
out of which eleven had foundered in the storm, while the last 
was now taken with himself aboard.1 

Meanwhile Xerxes, encamped within sight of Thermopylre, 
suffered four days to pass without making any attack. A 
probable reason may be found in the extreme peril of his fleet, 
reported to have been utterly destroyed by the storm: but 
Herodotus assigns a different cause. Xerxes could not believe 
(according to him) that the Greeks at Thermopylre, few as they 
were in number, had any serious intention to resist. He had 
heard in his march that a handful of Spartans and other Greeks, 
under a Herakleid leader, had taken post there, but he treated 
the news with scorn: and when a horseman-whom he sent 
to reconnoitre them, and who approached near enough to sur­
vey their position, without exciting any attention among them 
by his presence-brought back to him a description of the pass, 
the wall of defence, and the apparent number of the division, 
he was yet more astonished and puzzled. It happened too, 
that at the moment when this horseman rode up, the Spartans 
were in the advanced guard, outside of the wall: some were 
engaged in gymnastic exercises, others in combing their long 
hair, and none of t~em heeded the approach of the hostile spy. 
Xerxes next sent for the Spartan king Demaratus, to ask what 
he was to think of such madness : upon which the latter re­
minded him of their former conversation at Doriskus, again 
assuring him that the Spartans in the pass would resist to the 
death, in spite of the smallness of their number, and adding, 
that it was their custom, in moments of special danger, to comb 
their hair with peculiar care. In spite of this assurance from 
Demaratus, and of the pass not only occupied, but in itself so 
narrow and impracticable, before his eyes-Xerxes still persisted 
in believing that the Greeks did not intend to resist, and that 
they would disperse of their own accord. He delayed the 
attack for four days: on the fifth he became wroth at the im­
pudence and recklessness of the petty garrison before him, 
and sent against them the Median and Kissian divisions, with 
orders to seize them and bring them as prisoners into his 
presence.2 

Though we read thus in Herodotus, it is hardly possible to 
1 Herodot. vii. I94· 
2 Herodot. vii. 208, 210. 1'ff)J-1rEL Js a.OTOVs Mi)oovs J<a.l Kurtriovs 6vp.w6els, 

iv'TEJJ..r5.p.ev&s rnpea.s (w-ypi)tTa.V'TO.S lt-ye•v is t>r•v 'T~W €wvTov. 
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believe that we are reading historical reality. We rather find 
laid out before us a picture of human self-conceit in its most 
exaggerated form, ripe for the stroke of the jealous gods, and 
destined, like the interview between Crcesus and Solon, to point 
and enforce that moral which was ever present to the mind of 
the historian ; whose religious and poetical imagination, even 
unconsciously to himself, surrounds the naked facts of history 
with accompaniments of speech and motive which neither 
Homer nor JEschylus would have deemed unsuitable. The 
whole proceedings of Xerxes, and the immensity of host which 
he summoned, show that he calculated on an energetic resist­
ance; and though the numbers of Leonidas, compared with 
the Persians, were insignificant, they could hardly have looked 
insignificant in the position which they then occupied-an 
entrance little wider than a single carriage-road, with a cross 
wall, a prolonged space somewhat widened, and then another 
equally narrow exit, behind it. We are informed by Diodorus 1 

that the Lokrians, when they first sent earth and water to the 
Persian monarch, engaged at the same time to seize the pass 
of Thermopylre on his behalf, and were only prevented from 
doing so by the unexpected arrival of Leonidas ; nor is it un· 
likely that the Thessalians, now the chief guides of Xerxes,2 

together with Alexander of Macedon, would try the same means 
of frightening away the garrison of Thermo~ylre, as had already 
been so successful in causing the evacuation of Tempe. An 
interval of two or three days might be well bestowed for the 
purpose of leaving to such intrigues a fair chance of success : 
the fleet meanwhile would be arrived at Aphetre after the 
dangers of the storm. We may thus venture to read the con­
duct of Xerxes in a manner somewhat less childish than it is 
depicted by Herodotus. 

The Medes, whom Xerxes first ordered to the attack, ani­
mated as well by the recollection of their ancient Asiatic 
supremacy as by the desire of avenging the defeat of Marathon, 3 

manifested great personal bravery. The position was one in 
which bows and arrows were of little avail: a close combat 
hand to hand was indispensable, and in this the Greeks had 
every advantage of organisation as well as armour. Short 
spears, light wicker shields, and tunics, in the assailants, were 
an imperfect match for the long spears, heavy and spreading 
shields, steady ranks,4 and practised fighting of the defenders. 

1 Diodor. xi. 4· 2 Herodot. vii. 174; viii. 29--32. 3 Diodor. xi. 6. 
4 Herodot. vii. 2II ; ix. 62, 63; Diodor. xi. 7 : compare lEschyl. Pers. 

244· 
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Yet the bravest men of the Persian army pressed on from 
behind, and having nothing but numbers in their favour, 
maintained long this unequal combat, with great slaughter 
to themselves, and little loss to the Greeks. Though con­
stantly repulsed, the attack was as constantly renewed, for two 
successive days: the Greek troops were sufficiently numerous 
to relieve each other when fatigued, since the space was so 
narrow that few could contend at once; and even the Im­
mortals, or ten thousand choice Persian guards, and the other 
choice troops of the army, when sent to the attack on the 
second day, were driven back with the same disgrace and the 
same slaughter as the rest. Xerxes surveyed this humiliating 
repulse from a lofty throne expressly provided for him : "thrice 
(says the historian, with Homeric vivacity), did he spring from 
his throne, in agony for his army." 1 

At the end of two days' fighting no impression had been 
made. The pass appeared impracticable, and the defence not 
less triumphant than courageous-when a Malian named Ephi­
altes revealed to Xerxes the existence of the unfrequented 
mountain-path. This at least was the man singled out by the 
general voice of Greece as the betrayer of the fatal secret . 

• After the final repulse of the Persians, he fled his country for 
a time, and a reward was proclaimed by the Amphiktyonic 
assembly for his head; having returned to his country too 
soon, he was slai~ by a private enemy, whom the Lacedre­
monians honoured as a patriot.2 There were however other 
Greeks who were also affirmed to have earned the favour of 
Xerxes by the same valuable information ; and very probably 
there may have been more than one informant-indeed the 
Thessalians, at that time his guides, can hardly have been 
ignorant ·of it. So little had the path been thought of, how­
ever, that no one in the Persian army knew it to be already 
occupied by the Phokians. At nightfall Hydarnes with a 
detachment of Persians proceeded along the gorge of the river 
As6pus, ascended the path of Anoprea, through the woody 
region between the mountains occupied by the CEtreans and 
those possessed by the Trachinians, and found himself at day­
break near the summit, within sight of the Phokian guard of 

1 Herodot. vii. 212. 'Ev .-.. 6,.vo-• Tfi<T• 'll'poo-&ooun T1)s p.cl.xrJs "''~~"'"~ 
{3au•II.Yia, 0'1)evp,<vov, Tpls l!.vaopap€iv ~K -roil 8p&vou, !Mo-a.vr" 'll'<pl -rfi o--rp«nfi. 
See Homer, Iliad, xx. 62; lEschyl. Pers. 472. • 

2 Herodot. vii. 213, 214; Diodor. xi. 8. 
Kt~sias states that it was two powerful men of Trachis, Kalliades and: 

Timaphernes, who disclosed to Xerxes the mountain path (Persica, c. 24). 
H 2 
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personal honour, together with that of his Spartan companions 
and of Sparta herself, 1 forbade him to think of yielding to the 
enemy the pass which he had been sent to defend. The laws 
of his country· required him to conquer or die in the post 
assigned to him, whatever might be the superiority of number 
on the part of the enemy: 2 moreover we are told that the Del­
phian oracle had declared that either Sparta itself, or a king of 
Sparta, must fall victim to the Persian arms. Had he retired 
he could hardly have escaped that voice of reproach which, in 
Greece especially, always burst upon the general who failed; 
while his voluntary devotion and death would not only silence 
every whisper of calumny, but exalt him to the pinnacle of 
glory both as a man and as a king, and set an example of 
chivalrous patriotism at the moment when the Greek world 
most needed the lesson. 

The three hundred Spartans under Leonidas were found fully 
equal to this act of generous and devoted self-sacrifice. Per­
haps he wovld have wished to inspire the same sentiment to 
the whole detachment : but when he found them indisposed, 
he at once ordered them to retire, thus avoiding all unseemly 
reluctance and dissension.3 The same order was also given to 
the prophet Megistias, who however refused to obey it and 
stayed, though he sent away his only son.4 None of the con­
tingents remained with Leonidas except the Thespian and 
the The ban. The• former, under their general Demophilus, 
volunteered to share the fate of the Spartans, and displayed 
even more than Spartan heroism, since they were not under 
that species of moral constraint which arises from the necessity 

1 Herodot. vii. 219. EvOavTo. ~/3ovll.e~ovTo ol ~Ell.ll.'l)ves, Kal urpe"'v 
icrxl(oVTo al -yvwp.a<. 2 Herodot. vii. 104. 

3 Herodot. vii. 220. TatiTpKal p.<ill.ll.ovTjl -yvd,p.p 1rA.ei'UTOS elp.<, Ae.,vlo'l)v, 
E1rel 'TE 'P118ETO ToVs uvp.p.r:ixovs i&v-ro.s &:rrpo8V}J-ovs, ~ecd olnc ~O~Aov-ro.s 
uvv~hcuavOvvE't$etv, KEi\EiJO'a! crcpeas U:rrai\i\c£uuEu9at• aUTrf ae &7rtlva.t oU KaA.Ws. 
~x··v· p.~VOV'I'I OE avTOV ICA~OS p.e-ya ~li..C1reTo, !Cal -1] :?.mi.pT'I]S EvOa<p.ovl'l) OVIC 
l~'l)ll.dcpeTO• 

Compare a similar act of honourable self-devotion, under less conspicuous 
circumstances, of the Lacedremonian commander Anaxibius, when surprised 
by the Athenians :mder Iphikratl!s in the territory of Abydus (Xenophon, 
Hellenic. iv. 8, 38). He and twelve Laced<emonian harmosts all refused to 
think of safety by flight. He said to his men, when resistance was hopeless, 
"Avo pes, ip.ol p.€v ~eaA.l:w EvO&.fie a.,.oeavei'v· lip.ei's of;, rrplv ~vp.p.i'~a1 Toi's 
'lt"0AEp.£ots1 Cf?fEVOE'I'E els Tf7V U"'T'I]p[av. 

4 Herodot. vii. 22r. According to Plutarch, there were also two per­
sons belonging to the Herakleid lineage, whom Leonidas desired to place 
in safety, and for that reason gave the!n a. despatch to carry home. They 
indignantly refused, and stayed to pensh JU the fight (Plutarch. Herodot. 
Malign. p. 866). 
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of acting up to a pre-established fame and superiority. But 
retreat with them presented no prospect better than the mere 
preservation of life, either in slavery or in exile and misery; 
since Thespire was in Bceotia, sure to be overrun by the in­
vaders ; I while the Peloponnesian contingents had behind 
them the Isthmus of Corinth, which they doubtless hoped still 
to be able to defend. With respect to the Theban contingent, 
we are much perplexed ; for Herodotus tells us that they were 
detained by Leonidas against their will as hostages, that they 
took as little part as possible in the subsequent battle, and 
surrendered themselves prisoners to Xerxes as soon as they 
could. Diodorus says that the Thespians alone remained with 
the Spartans ; and Pausanias, though he mentions the eighty 
Mykenreans as having stayed along with the Thespians (which is 
probably incorrect), says nothing about the Thebans.2 All 
things considered, it seems probable that the Thebans remained, 
but remained by their own offer-being citizens of the anti­
Persian party, as Diodorus represents them to have been, or 
perhaps because it may have been hardly less dangerous for 
them to retire with the Peloponnesians, than to remain, sus­
pected as they were of medism. But when the moment of 
actual crisis arrived, their courage not standing so firm as that 
of the Spartans and Thespians, they endeavoured to save their 
lives by taking credit for medism, and pretending to have been 
forcibly detained by Leonidas. • 

The devoted band thus left with Leonidas at Thermopylre 
1 The subsequent distress of the surviving Thespians is painfully illus­

trated by the fact, that in the battle of Platrea in the following year, they 
had no heavy armour (Herodot. ix. 30). After the final repulse of Xerxes, 
they were forced to recruit their city by the admission of new citizens 
(Herodot. viii. 75). · 

2 Herodot. vii. 222. 011.Ba.'io• ,uev aEJ<ov-res l.uevov, J<«l ob .Boul-..o.uevor., 
Ka-relxe ')lap ucpeas Aewvlli>)s, ~v o.u+,pwv i\O')'cp 'll'Oie.l.uevos. How could these 
Thebans serve as hostages? Against what evil were they intended to 
guard Leonidas, or what advantages could they confer upon him? Un­
willing comrades on such an occasion would be noway desirable. Plutarch 
(De Herodot. Malign. p. 865) severely criticises this statement of Hero­
dotus, and on very plausible grounds : among the many unjust criticisms in 
his treatise, this is one of the few exceptions. 

Compare Diodorus, xi. 9; and Pausan. x. 20, I. 
Of course the The bans, taking part as they afterwards did heartily with 

Xerxes, would have an interest in representing that their contingent had 
done as little as possible against him, and may have circulated the story that 
Leonidas detained them as hostages. The politics of Thebes bifore the 
battle of Thermopylre were essentially double-faced and equivocal ; not 
daring to take any open part against the Greeks before the arrival of Xerxes. 

The eighty Mykenreans, like the other Peloponnesians, had the Isthmus 
of Corinth behind them as a post which presented good chances of defence. 
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consisted of the 300 Spartans, with a certain number of Helots 
attending them, together with 700 Thespians md apparently 
400 Thebans. If there had been before any Laced::emonians 
(not Spartans) present, they must have retired with the other 
Peloponnesians. By previous concert with the guide Ephialtes, 
Xerxes delayed his attack upon them until near noon, when 
the troops under Hydarnes might soon be expected in the rear. 
On this last day, however, Leonidas knowing that all which 
remained was to sell the lives of his detachment dearly, did not 
confine himself to the defensive,1 but advanced into the wider 
space outside of the pass ; becoming the aggressor and driving 
before him the foremost of the Persian host, many of whom 
perished as well by the spears of the Greeks as in the neigh­
bouring sea and morass, and even trodden down by their own 
numbers. It required all the efforts of the Persian officers, 
assisted by threats and the plentiful use of the whip, to force 
their men on to the fight. The Greeks fought with reckless 
bravery and desperation against this superior host, until at 
length their spears were broken, and they had no weapon left 
except their swords. It was at this juncture that Leonidas 
himself was slain, and around his body the battle became 
fiercer than ever : the Persians exhausted all their efforts to 
possess themselves of it, but were repulsed by the Greeks four 
several times, with., the loss of many of their chiefs, especially 
two brothers of Xerxes. Fatigued, exhausted, diminished in 
number, and deprived of their most effective weapons, the 
little band of defenders retired, with the body of their chief, 
into the narrow strait behind the cross wall, where they sat 
altogether on a hillock, exposed to the attack of the main 
Persian army on one side, and of the detachment of Hydarnes, 
which had now completed its march, on the other. They were 
thus surrounded, overwhelmed with missiles, and slain to a 
man ; not losing courage even to the last, but defending them­
selves with their remaining daggers, with their unarmed hands, 
and even with their mouths. 2 

1 The story of Diodorus (xi. 10) that Leonidas made an attack upon the 
Persian camp during the night, and very nearly penetrated to the regal tent, 
from which Xerxes was obliged to flee suddenly, in order to save his life, 
whil~ the Greeks, after having caused immense slaughter in the camp, were 
at length overpowered and slain-is irreconcileable with Herodotus and 
decidedly to be rejected. Justin however (ii. rr), and Plutarch (De 
Herodot. Malign. p. 866) follow it. The rhetoric of Diodorus is not cal­
culated to strengthen the evidence in its favour. Plutarch had written, or 
intended to write, a biography of Leonidas (De Herodot. Mal. ibid.) : but 
it is not preserved. 2 Herodot. vii. 225. 
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Thus perished Leonidas with his heroic comrades-300 

Spartans and 700 Thespians. Amidst such equal heroism, it 
seemed difficult to single out any individual as distinguished : 
nevertheless Herodotus mentions the Spartan Dienekes, 
Alpheus and Maron-and the Thespian Dithyrambus-as 
standing pre-eminent. The reply ascribed to the first became 
renowned.1 "The Persian host (he was informed) is so pro­
digious that their arrows conceal the sun." ''So much the 
better (he answered), we shall then fight them in the shade." 
Herodotus had asked and learnt the name of every individual 
among this memorable three hundred. And even six hundred 
years afterwards, Pausanias coulu still read the names engraved 
on a column at Sparta. 2 One alone among them-Aristo­
demus-returned home, having taken no part in the combat. 
He, together with Eurytus another soldier, had been absent 
from the detachment on leave, and both were lying at 
Alpeni suffering from a severe complaint in the eyes. Eurytus, 
apprised that the fatal hour of the detachment was come, 
determined not to survive it, asked for his armour, and desired 
his attendant Helot to lead him to his place in the ranks ; 
where he fell gallantly fighting, while the Helot departed and· 
survived. Aristodemus did not imitate this devotion of his 
sick comrade : overpowered with physical suffering, he was 
carried to Sparta-but he returned only ~o scorn and infamy 
among his fellow-citizens. 3 He was denounced as" the coward 

1 Herodot. vii. 226. 
2 Herodot. vii. 224. brue&p.f/11 lit Kal &:zrdvTwv .,.;,v -rpt1JI<o<Tlwv. Pausanias, 

iii. 14, 1. Annual festivals, with a panegyrical oration and gymnastic 
matches, were still celebrated eveR in his time in honour of Leonidas, 
jointly with the regent Pausanias, whose subsequent treason tarnished his 
laurels acquired at Platrea. It is remarkable, and not altogether creditable 
to Spartan sentiment, that the two kings should have been made partners in 
the same public honours. 

3 Herodot. vii. 229. 'Apt<T-r6aw.~.ov-i\Wr01f;ux'owra i\«¢07'/vat-&i\-y~<Tav-ra 
&1rovo<T-r1i<Tat ls l1rdp-rnv. The commentators are hard upon Aristod~mus 
when they translate these epithets "animo deficientem, timidum, pusil­
Janimnm," considering that li\e<7ro>f6X1/<Te is predicated by Thucydid@s 
(iv. 12) even respecting the gallant Brasidas. Herodotus scarcely intends 
to imply anything like pusillanimity, but rather the effect of extreme 
physical suffering. It seems, however, that there were different stories 
about the cause which had kept Aristodtlmus out of the battle. 

The story of another soldier named Pantit~s, who having been sent on 
a message by Leonidas into Thessaly, did not return in time for the battle, 
and was so disgraced when he went back to Sparta that he hanged himself 
-given by Herodotus as a report, is very little entitled to credit, It is not 
likely that Leonidas would send an envoy into Thessaly, then occupied by the 
Persians : moreover the disgrace of Aristod~mus ~s particularly explained by 
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Aristodemus ; " no one would speak or communicate with him, 
or even grant him a light for his fire.l After a year of such 
bitter disgrace, he was at length enabled to retrieve his honour 
at the battle of Platcea, where he was slain, after surpassing all 
his comrades in heroic and even reckless valour. 

Amidst the las.t moments of this gallant band, we turn with 
repugnance to the desertion and surrender of the Thebans. 
They are said to have taken part in the final battle, though only 
to save appearances and under the pressure of necessity : but 
when the Spartans and Thespians, exhausted and disarmed, 
retreated to die upon the little hillock within the pass, the 
Thebans then separated themselves, approached the enemy 
with outstretched hands and entreated quarter. They now 
loudly proclaimed that they were friends and subjects of the 
Great King, and had come to Thermopylce against their own 
consent ; all which was confirmed by the Thessalians in the 
Persian army. Though some few were slain before this pro­
ceeding was understood by the Persians, the rest were admitted 
to quarter ; not without the signal disgrace, however, of being 
branded with the regal mark as untrustworthy slaves-an 
indignity to which their commander Leontiades was compelled 
to submit along with the rest. Such is the narrative which 
Herodotus recounts, without any expression of mistrust or even 
of doubt : Plutarcj emphatically contradicts it, and even cites 
a Bc.eotian author, who affirms that Anaxarchus, not Leon­
tiades, was commander of the Thebans at Thermopylce. 
Without calling in question the equivocal , conduct and 

Herodotus by the difference between his conduct and that of his comrade 
Eurytus: whereas Pantit&s stood alone. 

l See the story of the single Athenian citizen, who returned home alone, 
after all his comrades had perished in an unfortunate expedition to the 
island of .IEgina. The widows of the slain warriors crowded round him, 
each asking him what had become of her husband, and finally put him to 
death by pricking with their bodkins (Herodot. v. 87). 

In the terrible battle of St. Jacob on the Birs, near Basle (August 1444), 
where 1500 Swiss crossed the river and attacked 40,000 French and 
Germans under the Dauphin of France, against strong remonstrances from 
their commanders-all of them were slain, after deeds of unrivalled valour 
and great loss to the enemy, except sixteen men who rec~ded from their 
countrymen in crossing the river, thinking the enterprise desperate. These 
sixteen men on their return were treated with intolerable scorn and hardly 
escaped execution (Vogelin, Geschichte der Schweizer Eidgenossenschaft, 
vol. i. ch. 5, p. 393). 

2 Herodot. vii. 233; Plutarch, Herodot. Malign. p. 867. The Bceotian 
history of Aristophan&s, cited by the latter, professed to be founded in part 
upon memorials arranged according to the sequence of magistrates and 
generals-.:'« -rwv«a-rC. llpxov-ras {nrol<P7Jp.J.-rwv 1<T-rop7J<TE. 
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surrender of this Theban detachment, we may reasonably 
dismiss the story of this ignominious branding, as an invention 
of that strong anti-Theban feeling which prevailed in Greece 
after the repulse of Xerxes. 

The wrath of that monarch, as he went over the field after 
the close of the action, vented itself upon the corpse of the 
gallant Leonidas, whose head he directed to be cut off and 
fixed on a cross. But it was not wrath alone which filled his 
mind. He was further impressed with involuntary admiration 
of the little detachment which had here opposed to him a 
resistance so unexpected and so nearly invincible. He now 
learnt to be anxious respecting the further resistance which 
remained behind. "Demaratus (said he to the exiled Spartan 
king at his side), thou art a good man: all thy predictions have 
turned out true : now tell me how many Lacedremonians are 
there remaining, and are they all such warriors as these fallen 
men?" "0 king (replied Demaratus), the total of the 
Lacedremonians and of their towns is great; in Sparta alone 
there are Sooo adult warriors, all equal to those who have here 
fought; and the other Lacedremonians, though inferior to 
them, are yet excellent soldiers." "Tell me (rejoined Xerxes), 
what will be the least difficult way of conquering such men? " 
Upon which Demaratus advised him to send a division of his 
fleet to occupy the island of Kythera, and fr~m thence to make 
war on the southern coast of Laconia, which would distract the 
attention of Sparta, and prevent her from co-operating in any 
combined scheme of defence against his land-force. Unless 
this were done, the entire force of Peloponnesus would be 
assembled to maintain the narrow isthmus of Corinth, where 
the Persian king would have far more terrible battles to fight 
than anything which he had yet witnessed.1 

Happily for the safety of Greece, Achremenes the brother of 
Xerxes interposed to dissuade the monarch from this prudent 
plan of action; not without aspersions on the temper and 
motives of Demaratus, who (he affirmed), like other Greeks, 
hated all power, and envied all good fortune above his own. 
The fleet (added he), after the damage sustained by the recent 
storm, would bear no further diminution of number : and it 
was essential to keep the entire Persian force, on land as well 
as on sea, in one undivided and co-operating mass. 2 

A few such remarks were sufficient to revive in the monarch 
his habitual sentiment of confidence in overpowering number. 
Yet while rejecting the advice of Demaratus, he emphatically 

1 Herodot. vii. 235· · 2 Herodot. vii. 236. 
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repelled the imputations against the good faith and sincere 
attachment of that exiled prince.1 

Meanwhile the days of battle at Thermopylre had been not 
less actively employed by the fleets at Aphetre and Artemisium. 
It has already been mentioned that the Greek ships, having 
abandoned their station at the latter place and retired to 
Chalkis, were induced to return by the news that the Persian fleet 
had been nearly ruined by the recent storm ; and that on return­
ing to Artemisium, the Grecian commanders felt renewed alarm 
on seeing the enemy's fleet, in spite of the damage just sustained, 
still mustering an overwhelming number at the opposite station 
of Aphetre. Such was the effect of this spectacle, and the 
impression of their own inferiority, that they again resolved to 
retire without fighting, leaving the strait open and undefended. 
Great consternation was caused by the news of their determina­
tion among the inhabitants ofEubcea, who entreated Eurybiades 
to maintain his position for a few days, until they could have 
time to remove their families and their property. But even 
such postponement was thought unsafe and was refused. He 
was on the point of giving orders for retreat, when the Eubceans 
sent their envoy Pelagon to Themistokles with the offer of 
thirty talents, on condition that the fleet should keep its station 
and hazard an engagement in defence of the island. Themi­
stokles employed ~e money adroitly and successfully, giving 
five talents to Eurybiades, with large presents besides to the 
other leading chiefs. The most unmanageable among . them 
was the Corinthian Adeimantus,-who at first threatened to· 
depart with his own squadron alone, if the remaining Greeks 
were mad enough to remain. His alarm was silenced, if not 
tranquillised, by a present of three talents.2 

However Plutarch may be scandalised at such inglorious 
revelations preserved to us by Herodotus respecting the under· 
hand agencies of this memorable struggle, there is no reason 
to call in question the bribery here described. But Themistoklt'!s 
doubtless was only tempted to do, and enabled to do, by means 
of the Eubcean money, that which he would have wished, and 
had probably tried, to accomplish, without the money-to bring 
on a naval engagement at Artemisium. It was absolutely essential 

1 Herodot. vii. 237. "The citizen (Xerxes is made to observe} does 
indeed naturally envy another citizen more fortunate than himself, and if 
asked for counsel will keep back what he has best in mind, unless he be a 
man of very rare virtue. But a foreign friend usually sympathises heartily 
with the good fortune of another foreigner, and will give him the best 
advice in his power whenever he is asked." · 

2 Plutarch, ThemistokH!s, c. 7; Herodot. viii. 5;·6. 
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to the maintenance of Thermopyh:e, and to the general plan of 
defence, that the Eubcean strait should be defended against the 
Persian fleet; and the Greeks could not expect any more favour­
able position to fight in. We may reasonably presume that 
Themistokles, distinguished not less by daring than by sagacity, 
and the great originator of maritime energies in his country, con­
curred unwillingly in the projected abandonment of Artemisium. 
But his high mental capacity did not exclude that pecuniary 
corruption which rendered the presents of the Eubceans both 
admissible and welcome-yet still more welcome to him 
perhaps, as they supplied means of bringing over the other 
opposing chiefs and the Spartan admiraJ.l It was finally 
determined therefore to remain, and if necessary, to hazard an 
engagement in the Eubcean strait; but at any rate to procure 
for the inhabitants of the island a short interval to remove their 
families. Had these Eubceans heeded the oracles (says 
Herodotus 2) they would have packed up and removed long 
before ; for a text of Bakis gave them express warning : but 
having neglected the sacred writings as unworthy of credit, they 
were now severely punished for such presumption. 

Among the Persian fleet at Aphetre, on the other hand, the 
feeling prevalent was one of sanguine hope and confidence in 
their superior numbers, forming a strong contrast with the dis­
couragement of the Greeks at Artemisium. Had they attacked 
the latter immediately, when both fleets fi~st saw each other 
from their opposite stations, they would have gained an easy 
victory, for the Greek fleet would have fled, as the admiral was 
on the point of ordering, even without an attack. But this was 
not sufficient for the Persians, who wished to cut off every ship 
among their enemies even from flight and escape. 8 According I y 
they detached zoo ships to circumnavigate the island of Eubcea, 
and to sail up the Eubcean strait from the south, in the rear 

l The expression of Herodotus is somewhat remarkable: Oli-rol n i5h 
1ril.'1f"YEVTES 1Jwpotut (Eurybiades, Adeimantus, &c.) &va ... eoruu,..t!vo• (uav, ~tal 
To'iut Eu/3o€EO't tKEXcf.ptu-ro· al,.,·&s TE tJ ®•p.tO''TOKAE1/S t~t~pBpve, lil.cl.v6av• o£ 
Ta ll.o, ... a txwv. 

2 Herodot. viii. 20. Ol "))ap Ev{Jol•s 1rapaxp1111cf.!'•vot -rov B&ICtlios XP11D'f.LOV 
ws oboev AE"))ov-ra, olin n l~•lto!'lua.v-ro obB<v, olin 1rpo•ucf.~a.v-ro, ws 7ra.p•­
uop.€vov utf>• 1roil.of.Lov· oreptorETEa lie l1rot~uav-ro ucplcn a.b-roiu• -ra 1rp~'Yf.La.Ta. 
B&~ttli< j'iip ~o• tx•• .... pl Tov-rlwv o XP11"'P.&s· 

ot>pa(eo tlo.pf3a.1>61wvov· g~av (vyov e1< aAa fl6.MTI 
BV{Ji\wov, EbfJoz.~ t.in-lxetv troAvp:qK&.Oa, (:uyar. 

To6Totut oe ouoev Toi'u• f'lrEIT< XP110'<1.f.LEVotu< iv TotO'< T6-r• 7rap•ouu[ TE .. ""l 
1rpOO'OOJ<f!'OIO'I J<<LJ<OLI7t, 'lr<tpljv 0'</Jt 17V!L<flopp Xpiiu8a.t 1rp~s 'Ta 1-'l."))tO''T«. . 

3 Herodot. viiL 6. Kctl 'lf.J.EAAOII oi)8•v i1Ctp•6E•u8a.t (ol qEil.il.ljVEs)· to•• DE 
f.L11tle 1rvptp6pov, Trji t!J<elvwv (U•pui<iv) il.&i''l', 1rEpt-yeveu8cu. 
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of the Greeks ; postponing their own attack in front until this 
squadron should be in position to intercept the retreating 
Greeks. But though the manceuvre was concealed by sending 
the squadron round outside of the island of Skiathos, it became 
known immediately among the Greeks, through a deserter 
-Skyllias of Skione. This man, the best swimmer and diver 
of his time, and now engaged like other Thracian Greeks in the 
Persian service, passed over to Artemisium, and communicated 
to the Greek commanders both particulars of the late destructive 
storm, and the despatch of the intercepting squadron. 1 

It appears that his communications, respecting the effects of 
the storm and the condition of the Persian fleet, somewhat 
reassured the Greeks, who resolved during the ensuing night to 
sail from their station at Artemisium for the purpose of surpris­
ing the detached squadron of zoo ships, and who even became 
bold enough, under the inspirations of Themistokles, to go out 
and offer battle to the main fleet near Aphet~.2 Wanting to 
acquire some practical experience, which neither leaders nor 
soldiers as yet possessed, of the manner in which Phcenicians 
and others in the Persian fleet handled and manceuvred their 
ships, they waited till a late hour of the afternoon, when little 
daylight remained. 3 Their boldness in thus advancing out, 
with inferior numbers and even inferior ships, astonished the 
Persian admirals, ~d distressed the Ionians and other subject 
Greeks who were serving them as unwilling auxiliaries. To 
both it seemed that the victory of the Persian fleet, which was 
speedily brought forth to battle, and was numerous enough to 
encompass the Greeks, would be certain as well as complete. 
The Greek ships were at first marshalled in a circle, with their 
sterns in the interior, and presented their prows in front, at all 
points of the circumference. 4 In this position, compressed 
into a narrow space, they seemed to be awaiting the attack of 
the enemy, who formed a larger circle around them : but on a 
second signal given, their ships assumed the aggressive, rowed 
out from the inner circle in direct impact against the hostile 
ships around, and took or disabled no less than thirty of them : 

1 Herodot. viii. 7, 8. Wonderful stories were recounted respecting the 
prowess of Sky !lias, as a diver. 

2 Diodorus, xi. 12. 
3 Herodot. viii. 9· ~elii.1W b1/Jl1w -y<vop.€vrw Ti)s -l?p.epns q>vil.cf.~av'Tes, aOTol 

bravbril.wov brl 'ToUr /3ap/3cl.povs, &.,..61f<Lpav o.l!T€wv 1foL1}tratr0aL {3ovll.&p.evoL 
.,-fis 'TE p.rf.x11s ~eal Toil ~LEIC1f71.6ov. 

4 Compare the description in Thucyd. ii. 84, of the naval battle between 
the Athenian fleet under Phormio and the Lacedremonian fleet, where the 
ships ofthe latter are marshalled in this same array. 
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in one of which Philaon, brother of Gargus despot of Salamis 
in Cyprus, was made prisoner. Such unexpected forwardness 
at first disconcerted the Persians, who however rallied and 
inflicted considerable damage and loss on the Greeks. But the 
near approach of night put an end to the combat, and each 
fleet retired to its former station; the Persians to Aphetre, the 
Greeks to Artemisium.l 

The result of this first day's combat, though indecisive in 
itself, surprised both parties, and did much to exalt the confid­
ence of the Greeks. But the events of the ensuing night did 
yet more. Another tremendous storm was sent by the gods to 
aid them. Though it was the middle of summer-a season 
when rain rarely falls in the climate of Greece-the most violent 
wind, rain, and thunder prevailed during the whole night, 
blowing right on shore against the Persians at Aphetre, and thus 
but little troublesome to the Greeks on the opposite side of the 
strait. The seamen of the Persian fleet, scarcely recovered 
from the former storm at Sepias Akte, were almost driven to 
despair by this repetition of the same peril ; the more so when 
they found the prows of their ships surrounded, and the play of 
their oars impeded, by the dead bodies and the spars from the 
recent battle, which the current drove towards their shore. If 
this storm was injurious to the main fleet at Aphetre, it proved 
the entire ruin of the squadron detached_ to circumnavigate 
Eubcea, who, overtaken by it near the dangerous eastern coast 
of that island (called the Hollows of Eubcea), were driven upon 
the rocks and wrecked. The news of this second conspiracy 
of the elements, or intervention of the gods, against the schemes 
of the invaders, was highly encouraging to the Greeks; and the 
seasonable arrival of fifty-three fresh Athenian ships, who 
reinforced them the next day, raised them to a still higher 
pitch of confidence. In the afternoon of the same day, they 'i: 
sailed out against the Persian fleet at Aphetre, and attacked 
and destroyed some Kilikian ships even at their moorings ; the 
fleet having been too much damaged by the storm of the 
preceding night to come out and fight. 2 

But tlw Persian admirals were not of a temper to endure 
such insults-still less to let their master hear of them. About 
noon on the ensuing day, they sailed with their entire fleet 
near to the Greek station at Artemisium, and formed themselves 
into a half-moon; while the Greeks kept near to the shore, so 
that they could not be surrounded, nor could the Persians bring 

l Herodot. viii. II. 
(oJLEVovs, &c. 

7Tohhlw 7Tapa 8o~av iiywvunf.JLevo•-~-repahKEws iiywv•· 
2 Herodot. viii. rz, 13, 14; Diodor. xi. 12. 
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their entire fleet into action ; the ships running foul of each 
other, and not finding space to attack. The battle raged 
fiercely all day, and with great loss and damage on both sides: 
the Egyptians bore off the palm of valour among the Persians, 
the Athenians among the Greeks. Though the positive loss 
sustained by the· Persians was by far the greater,· and though 
the Greeks being near their own shore, became masters of the 
dead bodies as well as of the disabled ships and floating 
fragments-still they were themselves hurt and crippled in 
greater proportion with reference to their inferior total : and 
the Athenian vessels especially, foremost in the preceding 
combat, found one-half of their number out of condition to 
renew it.1 The Egyptians alone had captured five Grecian 
ships with their entire crews. 

Under these circumstances, the Greek leaders-and Themi­
stokles, as it seems, among them-determined that they could 
no longer venture to hold the position of Artemisium, but must 
withdraw the naval force farther into Greece: 2 though this was 
in fact a surrender of the pass of Thermopylre, and though the 
removal which the Eubceans were hastening was still unfinished. 
These unfortunate men were forced to be satisfied with the 
promise of Themistokles to give them convoy for their boats 
and their persons ; abandoning their sheep and cattle for the 
consumption of the fleet, as better than leaving them to become 
booty for the enerrt'y. While the Greeks were thus employed 
in organising their retreat, they received news which rendered 
retreat doubly necessary. The Athenian Abr6nychus, stationed 
with his ship near Thermopylre, in order to keep up communi­
cation between the army and fleet, brought the disastrous 
intelligence that Xerxes was already master of the pass, and 
that the division of Leonidas was either destroyed or in flight. 
Upon this the fleet abandoned Artemisium forthwith, and 
sailed up the Eubcean strait; the Corinthian ships in the van, 
the Athenians bringing up the rear. Themistokles, conducting 
the latter, stayed long enough at the various watering-stations 
and landing-places to inscribe, on some neighbouring stones, 
invitations to the Ionian contingents serving under Xerxes ; 
whereby the latter were conjured not to serve against their 
fathers, but to desert, if possible-or at least, to fight as little 
and as backwardly as they could. Themistokles hoped by 
this stratagem perhaps to detach some of the Ionians from the 
Persian side, or at any rate, to render them objects of mistrust, 

1 Herodot. viii. 17, r8. 
2 Herodot. viii. r8. ~p1Jrrp.hv ~~ ~flovA.evov lrrw ~s 'T~v 'EA.A.cllla. 
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and thus to diminish their efficiency.1 With no longer delay 
than was requisite for such inscriptions, he followed the remain­
ing fleet, which sailed round the coast of Attica, not stopping 
until it reached the island of Salamis. 

The news of the retreat of the Greek fleet was speedily con­
veyed by a citizen of Histirea to the Persians at Aphetre, who at 
first disbelieved it, and detained the messenger until they had 
sent to ascertain the fact. On the next day, their fleet passed 
across to the north of Eubcea, and became master of Histirea 
and the neighbouring territory; from whence many of them, 
by permission and even invitation of Xerxes, crossed over to 
Thermopylre to survey the field of battle and the dead. 
Respecting the number of the dead, Xerxes is asserted to have 
deliberately imposed upon the spectators : he buried all his 
own dead, except Iooo whose bodies were left out-while the 
total number of Greeks who had perished at Thermopylre, 4000 

in number, were all left exposed, and in one heap, so as to 
create an impression that their loss had been much more severe 
than their own. Moreover the bodies of the slain Helots were 
included in the heap, all of them passing for Spartans or 
Thespians in the estimation of the spectators. We are not 
surprised to hear, however, that this trick, gross and public as 
it must have been, really deceived very few. 2 According to 
the statement of Herodotus, 2o,ooo men were slain on the side 
of the Persians-no unreasonable estimate, Yf we consider that 
they wore little defensive armour, and that they were three 
days fighting. The number of Grecian dead bodies is stated 
by the same historian as 4ooo : if this be correct, it must 
include a considerable proportion of Helots, since there were 
no hoplites present on the last day except the 3oo Spartans, 
the 7oo Thespians, and the 400 Thebans. Some hoplites 
were of course slain in the first two days' battles, though 
apparently not many. The number who originally came to the 
defence of the pass seems to have been about 7ooo: 3 but the 
epigram composed shortly afterwards and inscribed on the spot 
by order of the Amphiktyonic assembly, transmitted to posterity 

1 Herodot. viii. 19, :n, 22; Plutarch, Themistokl~s, c. 9· 
2 Herodot. viii. 24, 25. ov p.~v oW ~ll.cf.vl!ave -rolls llta.Se.B1JK6-ras lUp~1JS 

-rav-ra -rrpiJ~as 11"epl -rolls veKpovs -rolls EOJtrrov· t<ctl')'Q.p lln Kctl')'ell.oi'av 7\P, &c. 
3 About the numbers of the Greeks at Thermopylre, compare Herodot. 

vii. 202; Diodorus, xi. 4; Pausanias, x. 20, I; and Manso's Sparta, 
vol. ii. p. 308; Beylage 24th. 

Isokrat&s talks about 1000 Spartans, with a few allies, Panegyric, Or. iv. 
p. 59· He mentions also only sixty Athenian ships of war at Artemisium ; 
in fact his numerical statements deserve little attention. 
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the formal boast that 4000 warriors "from Peloponnesus had 
here fought with 300 myriads or 3,ooo,ooo of enemies." 1 

Respecting this alleged Persian total, some remarks have 
already been made: the statement of 4000 warriors from 
Peloponnesus, must indicate all those who originally marched 
out of that peninsula under Leonidas. Yet the Amphiktyonic 
assembly, when they furnished words to record this memorable 
exploit, ought not to have immortalised the Peloponnesiahs 
apart from their extra-Peloponnesian comrades, of merit fully 
equal; especially the Thespians, who exhibited the same heroic 
self-devotion as Leonidas and his Spartans, without having been 
prepared for it by the same elaborate and iron discipline. 
While this inscription was intended as a general commemora­
tion of the exploit, there was another near it, alike simple.and 
impressive, destined for the Spartan dead separately: "Stranger, 
tell the Lacedcemonians that we lie here, in obedience to their 
orders." On the hillock within the pass, where this devoted 
band received their death-wounds, a monument was erected, 
with a marble lion in honour of Leonidas ; decorated apparently 
with an epigram by the poet Simonides. That distinguished 
genius composed at least one ode, of which nothing but a 
splendid fragment now remains, to celebrate the glories of 
Thermopylre : besides several epigrams, one of which was 
co:1secrated to the prophet Megistias, "who, though well aware 
of the fate coming•upon him, would not desert the Spartan 
chiefs." 

CHAPTER XLI 

BATTLE OF SALAMIS-RETREAT OF XERXES 

THE sentiment, alike durable and unanimous, with which 
the Greeks of after-times looked back on the battle of Ther­
mopylce, and which they have communicated to all subsequent 
readers, was that of just admiration for the courage and 
patriotism of Leonidas and his band. But among the con­
temporary Greeks that sentiment, though doubtless sincerely 
felt, was by no means predominant. It was overpowered by 
the more pressing emotions of disappointment and terror. So 
confident were the Spartans and Peloponnesians in the defensi­
bility of Thermopylre and Artemisium, that when the news of 

1 Herodot. vii. 228. 
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the disaster reached them, not a single soldier had yet been 
put in motion; the season of the festival-games had passed, 
but no active step had yet been taken.1 Meanwhile the in­
vading force, army and fleet, was in its progress towards Attica 
and Peloponnesus, without the least preparations-and what 
was still worse, without any combined and concerted plan-for 
defending the heart of Greece. The loss sustained by Xerxes 
at Thermopylao, insignificant in proportion to his vast total, 
was more than compensated by the fresh Grecian auxiliaries 
which he now acquired. Not merely the Malians, Lokrians 
and Dorians, but also the great mass of the Ba!otians, with 
their chief town Thebes, all except Thespiao and Plataoa, now 
joined him.2 Demaratus, his Spartan companion, moved 
forward to Thebes to renew an ancient tie of hospitality with 
the Theban oligarchical leader Attagl:nus, while small garrisons 
were sent by Alexander of Macedon to most of the Ba!otian 
towns, s as well to protect them from plunder as to ensure their 
fidelity. The Thespians on the other hand abandoned their 
city and fled into Peloponnesus ; while the Platreans, who had 
been serving aboard the Athenian ships at Artemisium,4 were 
disembarked at Chalkis as the fleet retreated, for the purpose 
of marching by land to their city and removing their families. 
It was not only the land-force of Xerxes which had been thus 
strengthened. His fleet also had received some accessions 
from Karystus in Euba!a, and from severa• of the Cyclades­
so that the losses sustained by the storm at Sepias and the 
fights at Artemisium, if not wholly made up, were at least in 
part repaired, while the fleet remained still prodigiously superior 
in number to that of the Greeks.5 

At the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, near fifty years 
after these events, the Corinthian envoys reminded Sparta that 
she had allowed Xerxes time to arrive from the extremity of 
the earth at the threshold of Peloponnesus, before she took 
any adequate precautions against him : a reproach true almost 
to the letter.6 It was only when roused and terrified by the 

1 Herodot. viii. 40, 7I, 73· 
2 Herodot. viii. 66. Diodorus calls the battle of Thermopylre a 

Kadmeian victory for Xerxes, which is true only in the letter, but not in the 
spirit ; he doubtless lost a greater number of men in the pass than the 
Greeks, but the advantage which he gained was prodigious (Diodor. xi. 12); 
and Diodorus himself sets forth the terror of the Greeks after the event 
(xi.• 13-I5). 

3 Plutarch, De Herodot. Malignit, p. 864; Herodot. viii. 34· 
4 Herodot. viii. 44, 50. 5 Herodot. viii. 66 . 
• Thucyd. i. 6g. TOP 'TE -yap M~OOII ab-rol 111'p.W a1rO 1rEpd-rwv ')'~S 7rpOr<poP 

E;rl IJ~:i\o7r6PP1]tJ'OP fi\O&vra, 7rplv .,.q, 7r&.p) Vp.fiw a~lws 1l'poa'1l"a.V'T-)1UctL. 
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news of the death of Leonidas, that the Lacedremonians and 
the other Peloponnesians began to put forth their full strength. 
But :t was then too late to perform the promise made to 
Ather,s of taking up a position in Bceotia so as to protect 
Attica. To defend the Isthmus of Corinth was all that they 
now thought of, and seemingly all that was now open to them. 
Thither they rushed with all their available population under 
the conduct of Kleombrotus king of Sparta (brother of Leo­
nidas), and began to draw fortifications across it, as well as to 
break up the Skironian road from Megara to Corinth, with 
every mark of anxious energy. The Lacedremonians, Arcadians, 
Eleians, Corinthians, Sikyonians, Epidaurians, Phliasians, Trce­
zenians and Hermionians, were all present here in full numbers; 
many myriads of men (bodies of ro,ooo each) working and 
bringing materials night and day.l As a defence to themselves 
against attack by land, this was an excellent position: they 
considered it as their last chance,2 abandoning all hope of 
successful resistance at sea. But they forgot that a fortified 
isthmus was no protection even to themselves against the navy 
of Xerxes, 3 while it professedly threw out not only Attica, but 
also Megara and JEgina. And thus arose a new peril to Greece 
from the loss of Thermopylre: no other position could be 
found which, like that memorable strait, comprehend~d and 
protected at once all the separate cities. The disunion thus 
produced brought t~em within a hair's breadth of ruin. 

If the causes of alarm were great for the Peloponnesians, 
yet more desperate did the position of the Athenians appear. 
Expecting, according to agreement, that there would be a 
Peloponnesian army in Bceotia ready to sustain Leonidas, or 
at any rate to co-operate in the defence of Attica, they had 
taken no measures to remove their families or property. But 
they saw with indignant disappointment as well as dismay, on 
retreating from Artemisium, that the conqueror was in full 
march from Thermopylre, that the road to Attica was open to 
him, and that the Peloponnesians \\;ere absorbed exclusively in 
the defence of their own isthmus and their own separate 
existence. 4 The fleet from Artemisium had been directed to 

1 Herodot. viii. 71. a'uv6pap.6vns E/C .,.;;,, 71'oll.lwv. 
2 Herodot. viii. 74· 3 Herodot. vii. I39· 
4 Plutarch, Thernistokl~s, c. g. li.p.a p.<v op')'~ Tijs 7rpo6Q(]'fas •ixe Toos 

'A8nvcdovs, l:!p.a 6e 6ua'8up.ia !Cal ICctT~cjma p.•p.ovwp.€vous. 
H<!rodot. viii. 40. lioK€ovns ')'ii.p •vp~a'EIV ITell.o71'ovvna'lovs 11'avlinp.el ~~~ TP 

qQULlTCp {nroKO.'TTJjL€vovs 'T0V 13dpl3apov, TiiJv p.tv e'llpov oVOEv ~Ov, ol a~ bruv8&.­
vOVTO Tbv 'Ia'8p.ov C1.UTOVS TEIXEOVTctS Es T~V IT•ll.o71'6VV1/(]'0V, 7repl 71'll.el(]'TOU lie 
11'01EUp.€vous 11'Eplelva<, t<al -ra{rrnv lxov-ras EV cpull.a!Cp, -r& 'T€ lli\i\a a'II'IEVC1.1. 
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muster at the harbour of Trcezen, there to await such reinforce· 
ments as could be got together : but the Athenians entreated 
Eurybiades to halt at Salamis, so as to allow them a short time 
for consultation in the critical state of their affairs, and :o aid 
them in the transport of their families. While Eurybiades 
was thus staying at Salamis, several new ships which had 
reached Trcezen came over to join him ; and in this way 
Salamis became for a time the naval station of the Greeks, 
without any deliberate intention beforehand.1 

Meanwhile Themistokles and the Athenian seamen landed 
at Phalerum, and made their mournful entry into Athens. 
Gloomy as the prospect appeared, there was little room for 
difference of opinion,2 and still less room for delay. The 
authorities and the public assembly at once issued a proclama­
tion, enjoining every Athenian to remove his family out of the 
country in the best way he could. We may conceive the state 
of tumult and terror which followed on this unexpected pro­
clamation, when we reflect that it had to be circulated and 
acted upon throughout all Attica, from Sunium to Oropus, 
within the narrow space of less than six days; for no longer 
interval elapsed before Xerxes actually arrived at Athens, 
where indeed he might have arrived even sooner.3 The whole 
Grecian fleet was doubtless employed in carrying out the 
helpless exiles ; mostly to Trcezen, where a.kind reception and 
generous support were provided for them (the Trcezenian 
population being seemingly semi-Ionic, and having ancient 
relations of religion as well as of traffic with Athens)-but in 
part also to JEgina : there were however many who could not 
or would not go farther than Salamis. Themistokles impressed 
upon the sufferers that they were only obeying the oracle, 
which had directed them to abandon the city and to take 
refuge behind the wooden walls; and either his policy, or the 

Thucyd. i. 74· 3TE ")'OVV ~,...,, (we Athenians) t·TI rrwo•, ou 7rapeylverr8<i 
(Spartans). 

Both Lysias (Oratio Funebr. c. 8) and Isokrates take pride in the fact 
that the Athenians, in spite of being thus betrayed, never thought of making 
separate terms for themselves with Xerxes (Panegyric, Or. iv. p. 6o). Bat 
there is no reason to believe that Xerxes would have granted them sepamte 
terms : his particular vengeance was directed against them. Isokrates has 
confounded in his mind the conduct of the Athenians when they refused the 
offers of Mardonius in the year following the battle of Salamis, with their 
conduct before the battle of Salamis against Xerxes. 

1 Herodot. viiL 4o--42. 2 Plato, Legg. iii. p. 6gg. · 
3 Herodot. viii. 66, 67. There was therefore but little time for the 

breaking up and carrying away of furniture, alluded to by Thucydides, i. 
I8-3tavo1]8ovTEs ~ll'A11riiv T~V 1r6'Aw «al O.varr!<evarrclpevo•, &c. 
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mental depression of the time, gave circulation to other stories, 
intimating that even the divine inmates of the acropolis were 
for a while deserting it. In the ancient temple of Athene 
Polias on that rock, there dwelt, or was believed to dwell, as 
guardian to the sanctuary and familiar attendant of the goddess, 
a sacred serpent, for whose nourishment a honey-cake was 
placed once in the month. The honey-cake had been hitherto 
regularly consumed ; but at this fatal moment the priestess 
announced that it remained untouched : the sacred guardian 
had thus set the example of quitting the acropolis, and it 
behoved the citizens to follow the example, confiding in the 
goddess herself for future return and restitution. 

The migration of so many ancient men, women, and 
children, was a scene of tears and misery inferior only to that 
which would have ensued on th~ actual capture of the city.1 

Some few individuals, too poor to hope for maintenance, or 
too old to care for life, elsewhere-confiding moreover in their 
own interpretation 2 of the wooden-wall which the Pythian 

1 Herodot. viii. 41 : Plutarch, Themistokl@s, c. x. 
In the years r8zr and r8zz, during the struggle which preceded the 

liberation of Greece, the Athenians were forced to leave their country and 
seek refuge in Salamis three several times. These incidents are sketched 
in a manner alike interesting and instructive by Dr. Waddington, in his 
visit to Greece (London, r825}, Letters vi. vii. x. He states, p. 92, 
"Three times have the Athenians emigrated in a body, and sought refuge 
from the sabre among t1\e houseless rocks of Salamis. Upon these occasions 
I am assured, that many have dwelt in caverns, and many in miserable 
huts, constructed on the mountain side by their own feeble hands. Many 
have perished too from exposure to an intemperate climate ; many from 
diseases contracted through the loathsomeness of their habitations ; many 
from hunger and misery. On the retreat of the Turks, the survivors re­
turned to their country. But to what a country did they return? To a 
land of desolation and famine ; and in fact, on the first re-occupation 
of Athens, after the departure of Orner Brioni, several persons are known 
to have subsisted for some time on grass, till a supply of corn reached the 
Piraeus from Syra and Hydra." 

A century and a half ago, also, in the war between the Turks and 
Venetians, the population of Attica was forced to emigrate to Salamis, 
JEgina, and Corinth. M. Buchon observes, "Les troupes Albanaises, 
envoyees en r688 par les Turcs (in the war against the Venetians) se 
jeterent sur !' Attique, mettant tout a feu et a sang. En 1688, les chroniques 
d' Athenes racontent que ses malheureux habitants furent obliges de se 
refugier a Salamine, a Egine, et a Corinthe, et que ce ne fut qu'apres trois 
ans qu'i!s purent rentrer en partie dans leur ville et dans leurs champs. 
Beau coup de villages de !' Attique sont encore habites par les descendans de 
ces derniers envahisseurs, et avant !a derniere revolution, on n'y par!oit que 
Ia langue albanaise ; mais leur physionomie differe autant que leur langue 
de Ia physionomie de Ia race Grecque." (Buchon, la Gre..:e Continentale 
et Ia Moree. Paris, 1843, ch. ii. p. 82.) 

2 Pausanias seems to consider these poor men somewhat presumptuous 
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priestess had pronounced to be inexpugnable-shut themselves 
up in the acropolis along with the administrators of the temple, 
obstructing the entrance or western front with wooden doors 
and palisades.1 When we read how great were the sufferings 
of the population of Attica near half a century afterwards, 
compressed for refuge within the spacious fortifications of 
Athens at the first outbreak of the Peloponnesian war, 2 we 
may form some faint idea of the incalculably greater misery 
which overwhelmed an emigrant population, hurrying, they 
knew not whither, to escape the long arm of Xerxes. Little 
chance did there seem that they would ever revisit their homes 
except as his slaves. 

In the midst of circumstances thus calamitous and threaten­
ing, neither the warriors nor the leaders of Athens lost their 
energy : arm as well as mind was strung to the loftiest pitch 
of human resolution. Political dissensions were suspended; 
Themistokles proposed to the people a decree, and obtained 
their sanction, inviting home all who were under sentence of 
temporary banishment: moreover he not only included, but 
even specially designated among them, his own great opponent 
Aristeides, now in the third year of ostracism. Xanthippus 
the accuser, and Kimon the son, of Miltiades, were partners 
in the same emigration. The latter, enrolled by his scale of 
fortune among the horsemen of the state6 was seen with his 
companions cheerfully marching through the Kerameikus to 
dedicate their bridles in the acropolis, and to bring away in 
exchange some of the sacred arms there suspended, thus 
setting an example of ready service on shipboard, instead of 
on horseback.3 It was absolutely essential to obtain supplies 
of money, partly for the aid of the poorer exiles, but still more 
for the equipment of the fleet: yet there were no funds in the 
public treasury. But the senate of Areiopagus, then composed 
in large proportion of men from the wealthier classes, put forth 
all its public authority as well as its private contributions and 
example to others,4 and thus succeeded in raising the sum of 
eight drachms for every soldier serving. 

This timely help was indeed partly obtained by the in­
exhaustible resource of Themistokles, who, in the hurry of 
for pretending to understand the oracle better than Themistokl~s­
' A8twa(wv Tolls 1r"A~ov T< ls 'TOV XP1/11'J.LOV 1) ®ep,t!J''TOJC"A.fjs el~€vat vop.((ovTcJS 
(i. r8, 2). · 

1 Herodot. viii. 50. 2 Thucyd. ii. 16, 17. 
B Plutarch, Themistokl€s, c. ro, II ; and Kimon, c. 5· 
4 Whether this be the incident which Aristotle (Politic. v. 3, 5) had in 

his mind, we cannot determine. 





222 History of Greece 
Hardly was the fleet mustered at Salamis, and the Athenian 

population removed, when Xerxes and his host overran the 
deserted country ; his fleet occupying the roadstead of Phal~rum 
with the coast adjoining. His land-force had been put in motion 
under the guidance of the Thessalians, two or three days after 
The total which Herodotus announces is 378; but the items which hj; gives 
amount, when summed up, only to 366. There seems no way of recon­
ciling this discrepancy except by some violent change which we are not 
warranted in making. .. 

Ktf:sias represents that the numbers of the Persian war-ships at Salamis 
were above rooo, those of the Greeks 700 (Persica, c. 26). 

The Athenian orator in Thucydides (i. 74) calls the total of the Grecian 
fleet at Salamis "nearly 400 ships, and the Athenian contingent somewhat 
leSS than fWO parts of this total (va~S fJ-EV ')'E ES •ri'tr T€'TpC<KOIJ'[I!.$ ol\{")''f 
ll\duuovs 'TWII a.!o p.otpwv ). " 

The Scholiast, with Poppo and most of the commentators on this passage, 
treat Tow o6o p.otp&v as meaning unquestionably two pm-ts out o.f three: 
and if this be the case, I should agree with Dr. Arnold in considering the 
assertion as a mere exaggeration of the orator, not at all carrying the 
authority of Thucydid@s himself. But I cannot think that we are here 
driven to such a necessity; for the construction of Didot and Goller'(though 
Dr. Arnold pronounces it "a most undoubted error'') appears to me per­
fectly admissible. They maintain that ai o6o p.olpa• does not of necessity 
mean two parts.out if three.: in Thucyd. i. 10, we find Ked-rot ITEI\o7rwv-hll'ov 
Tow 1fEV'TE oras llVo p.olpas vlp.ovTrM, where the words mean two parts out if 
jive. Now in the passage before us, we have vavs p.~v 1• Es ;Vi-s "TE'Tp«KotFlas 
ol\l-y't' ll\duqovs orwv I>Vo p.otpwv: and Didot and Goller colll6nd, that in the 
word TE-rpa~roll'ias is implied a quaternary division of ~e whole number-four 
hundreds or hundredthpm·ts: so that the whole meaning would be-" To the 
aggregate ftmr hundreds of ships we contributed something less than two." 
The word nTpaKMlos, equivalent to Tf<ruapas ~Ka-rovni.oas, naturally includes 
the general idea of Tluuapa.s p.olpas: and this would bring the passage into 
exact analogy with the one cited above-'Twv 1riv'Te Tas o6o p.olpu.s. With 
every respect to the judgement of Dr. Arnold on an author whom he had so 
long studied, I cannot enter into tH',;: grounds on which he has pronounced 1 
his interpretation of Didot and Goller to be ''an undoubted error." It has ) 
the advantage of bringing the assertion of the orator in Thncydid@s into 
harmony with Herodotus, who states the Athenians to have f•Jrnished 180 
ships at Salamis. 

Wherever such harmony can be secured by an admissible construction of \ 
existing words, it is an unquestionable advantage, and ought to count as a 
reason in the case, if there be a doubt between two different constructions. 
But on the other hand, I protest against altering numerical statements in 
one author, simply in order to bring him into accordance with another, and 
without some substantive ground in the text itself. Thus, for example, in 
this very passage of Thucydides, Bloomfield and Poppo propose to alter 
nTpa~<oulas into Tpta~<oular, in order that Thucydi,les may be in harmony 
with lEschylus and other authors, though not with Herodotus ; while Didot 
and Goller would alter orp<a~<oulwv into norpa.~rou!wv in Demosthenes de 
Coronll (c. 70), in order that Demosthenl's may he in harmony with 
Thucydidf:s. Such emendations appear to me inadmissible in principle ; 
we are not to force different witnesses into harmony by retouching their 
statements. 

I 
j 
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the battle of Thermopylre; and he was assured by some 
Arcadians who came to seek service, that the Peloponnesians 
were, even at that moment, occupied with the celebration of 
the Olympic games. "What prize does the victor receive?" 
he asked. Upon the reply made, that the prize was nothing 
more than a wreath of the wild olive, Tritantrechmes son of the 
monarch's uncle Artabanus is said to have burst forth, notwith­
standing the displeasure both of the monarch himself and of 
the bystanders-" Heavens, Mardonius, what manner of men 
are these against whom thou hast brought us to fight ! men 
who contend not for money, but for honour! " 1 'Whether this 
be a remark really delivered, or a dramatic illustration imagined 
by some contemporary of Herodotus, it is not the less interest­
ing as bringing to view a characteristic of Hellenic life, which 
contrasts not merely with the manners of contemporary Orientals, 
but even with those of the earlier Greeks themselves during the 
Homeric times. 

Among all the various Greeks between Thermopylre and the 
borders of Attica, there were none except the Phokians dis­
posed to refuse submission ; and they refused only because the 
paramount influence of their bitter enemies the Thessalians 
made them despair of obtaining favourable terms.2 Nor would 
they even listen to a proposition of the Thessalians, who, 
boasting that it was in their power to guide as they pleased the 
terrors of the Persia'!'l host, offered to ensure lenient treatment 
to the territory of Phokis, provided a sum of fifty talents were 
paid to them.3 The proposition being indignantly refused, 
they conducted Xerxes through the little territory of Doris, 
which medised and escaped plunder, into the upper valley of 
the Kephisus, among the towns of the inflexible Phokians. 
All of them were found deserted; the inhabitants having 
previously escaped either to the wide-spreading summit of 
Parnassus called Tithorea, or even still farther, across that 
mountain into the territory of the Ozolian Lokrians. Ten or a 
dozen small Phokian towns, the most considerable of which 
were Elateia and Hyampolis, were sacked and destroyed by 
the invaders. Even Abre, with its temple and oracle of Apollo, 
was no better treated than the rest: all the sacred treasures 
were pillaged, and it was then burnt. From Panopeus Xerxes 
detached a body of men to plunder Delphi, marching with his 
main army through Bceotia, in which country he found all the 

1 Herodot. viii. 26. lla1ral Mapo&vte, t<o[ov!l ~"'' li.vlipas 1}-ya-yes P."X7JI10· 
p.EVPVS ~p.Eas, ot ov 7r<pl XP7JP.CJ:r.,v 'TOV aoywva 71"0LEVI"I'Gtl, aA.A.a 7repl &pe'T1js. 

2 Herodot. viii. 30. 3 Herodot. viii. 28, 29. 
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towns submissive and willing, except Thespire and Platrea; 
both of them had been deserted by their citizens, and both 
were now burnt. From hence he conducted his army into the 
abandoned territory of Attica, reaching without resistance the 
foot of the acropolis at Athens.1 

Very different was the fate of that division which he had 
detached from Panopeus against Delphi. Apollo defended his 
temple here more vigorously than at Abre. The cupidity of 
the Persian king was stimulated by accounts of the boundless 
wealth accumulated at Delphi, especially the profuse donations 
of Crcesus. The Delphians, in the extreme of alarm, while 
they sought safety for themselves on the heights of Parnassus 
and for their families by transport across the Gulf into Achaia, 
consulted the oracle whether they should carry away or bury l 
the sacred treasures. Apollo directed them to leave the 
treasures untouched, saying that he was competent himself to 
take care of his o~vn property. Sixty Delphians alone ventured 
to remain, together with Akeratus, the religious superior : but 
evidences of superhuman aid soon appeared to encourage 
them. The sacred arms suspended in the interior cell, which 
no mortal hand was ever permitted to touch, were seen lyin_g 
before the door of the temple; and when the Persians, march­
ing along the road called Schiste up that rugged path under 
the steep cliffs of Pamassus which conducts to Delphi, had 
reached the temple of Athene Pronrea,-~n a sudden, dreadful 
thunder was heard-two vast mountain crags detached them­
selves and rushed down with deafening noise among them, 
crushing many to death-the war-shout was also heard from 
the interior of the temple of Athene. Seized with a panic 
terror, the invaders turned round and fled ; pursued not only 
by the Delphians, but also (as they themselves affirmed) by 
two armed warriors of superhuman stature and destructive C 
arm. The triumphant Delphians confirmed this report, adding 
that the two auxiliaries were the Heroes Phylakus and 
Autonous, whose sacred precincts were close adjoining: and 
Herodotus himself, when he visited Delphi, saw in the sacred 
ground of Athene the identical masses of rock which had 
overwhelmed the Persians.2 Thus did the god repel these 

1 Herodot. viii. 32-34. 
2 Herodot. viii. 38, 39; Diodor. xi. 14; Pausan. x. 8, 4· 
Compare the account given in Pausanias (x. 23) of the subsequent 

repulse of Brennus and the Gauls from Delphi : in his account, the repulse c 
IS not so exclusively the work of the gods as in that of Herodotus; ther~ 
is a larger force of human combatants in defence of the temple, though 
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invaders from his Delphian sanctuary and treasures, which 
remained inviolate until 130 years afterwards, when they were 
rifled by the sacrilegious hands of the Phokian Philomelus. 
On this occasion, as will be seen presently, the real protectors 
of the treasures were the conquerors at Salamis and Platrea. 

Four months had .elapsed, since the departure from Asia, 
w'1en Xerxes reached Athens, the last term of his advance. 
He brought with him the members of the Peisistratid family, 
w'to doubtless thought their restoration already certain-and 
a few Athenian exiles attached to their interest. Though the 
cc untry was altogether deserted, the handful of men coll(:cted 
in the acropolis ventured to defy him ; nor could all the per­
su 1sions of the Peisistratids, eager to preserve the holy place 
fwm pillage, induce them to surrender.l The Athenian 
acopolis-a craggy rock rising abruptly about 150 feet with a 
fl11t summit of about woo feef long.from east to west, by soo 

~
fed broad from north to south-had no practicable access 
except on the western side : 2 moreover in all parts where there 
seemed any possibility of climbing up, it was defended by the 

' ancient fortification called the Pelasgic wall. Obliged to take 
the place by force, the Persian army were posted around the 

' northern and western sides, and commenced their operations 
from the eminence immediately adjoining on the north-west, 

greatly assisted by divil!h intervention : there is also loss on both sides. A 
similar descent of crags from the summit is mentioned. 

See for the description of the road by which the Persians marched, and 
th<; ,extreme term C?f their progress, Ulrichs, Reisen und Forschungen in 
Grtechenland, ch·. IV. p. 46 ; ch. x. p. 146. 

Many great blocks of stone and diff are still to be seen near the spot, 
which have rolled down from the top, and which remind the traveller of 
these passages. 

The attack here described .to have been made by order of Xerxes upon 
the Delphian temple, seems not easy to reconcile with the words of Mar­
donius, Herodot. ix. 42 ; still less can it be reconciled with the statement 
af Plutarch (Numa, c. 9), who says that the Delphian temple was burnt by 
the Medes. 

1 Herodot. viii. 52. 
1 Pausanias, i. 22, 4 : Kruse, Hellas, vol. ir. ch. vi. p. 76. Ernst Cur­

tins (Die Akropolis von Athens, p. 5· Berlin, 1844) says that the plateau 
of the acropolis is rather less than 400 feet higher than the town : Fiedler 
states it to be 178 fathoms or 1068 feet above the level of the sea (Reise 
durch das Konigreich Griechenland, i. p. z); he ·gives the length and 
breadth of the plateau in the same figures as Kruse, whose statement I 
have copied in the text. In Colonel Leake's valuable Topography of 
Athens, I do not find any distinct statement about the height of the acro­
polis. We must understand Kruse's statement (if he and Curtius are both 
correct) to refer only to the precipitous impracticable portion of the whole 
rock. 

VOL. V. 
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called Areopagus : 1 from whence they bombarded (if we may 
venture upon the expression) with hot missiles the wood-work 
before the gates.; that is, they poured upon it multitudes of { 
arrows with burning tow attached to them. The wooden 
palisades and boarding presently took fire and were consumed : , 
but when the Persians tried to mount to the assault by the 1 

western road leading up to the gate, the undaunted little 
garrison still kept them at bay, having provided vast stones, 
which they rolled down upon them in the ascent. For a time, 
the Great King seemed likely to be driven to the slow process ) 
of blockade; but at length some adventurous men among the 
besiegers tried to scale the precipitous rock before them on its \ 
northern side, hard by the temple or chapel of Aglaurus, which ' 
lay nearly in front of the Persian position, but behind the gates 

1 
and the western ascent. Here the rock was naturally so in- I 

accessible, that it was altogether unguarded, and seemingly even J 
unfortified: 2 moreover the attention of the little garrison was 
all concentrated on the host which fronted the gates. Hence· 
the separate escalading party were enabled to accomplish their\ 
object unobserved, and to reach the summit in the rear of the ) 
garrison ; who, deprived of their last hope, either cast the:rn- t 
selves headlong from the walls, or fled for safety to the inner 
temple. The successful escaladers opened the gates to the 
entire Persian host, and the whole acropolis was presently i.n · 
their hands. Its defenders were slain, its rem pies pillaged, and \ 
all its dwellings and buildings, sacred as well as profane; con- I 
signed to the flames. 3 The citadel of Athens fell into the 1 

. \ 

1 Athenian legend represented the Amazons as having taken post on the 
Areopagus and fortified it as a means of attacking the acropolis-&vTE7r6p­
'Y"'ITaV (Mschyl. Eumenid. 688). 

2 Herodot. viii. 52, 53· ... lp.7rpOIT0e Jiv 1rpo· .,-i)s &.Kpo1r&ll.ws, 61rt1TOe oe Twv 
'II'Vl\EWP leal Ti)s &.v6ilov, Tjl oh o!i-re 'TLS ~cp6ll.aiTITE, o!i-r' av j)ll.'ll'tfT€ p:h I<O'TE 'TLS I 
Kc:tT?t. TaiiTa lt.va.fja.{'YI lt.v6pd>7rwv, 'TaVTp &vE/31]udv Tl,Ves Ka:rtt. -rO IpOv Tfjs 
K<!i<p01rOS 8v'}'a"Tpos, 'A')'"Aa6pou, l<al-rot1rfP lt.11"oKp/ip.PO!J ~OPT OS 'TOV xtfJpov. 

That the Aglaurion was on the north side of the acropolis, appears 
clearly made out; see Leake, Topography of Athens, ch. v. p. 261 ; ( 
Kruse, Hellas, vol. ii. ch. vi. p. I 19; Forchhammer, Topographie Athens, ' 
pp. 365, 366; in Kieler Philologischen Studien, 1841. Siebelis (in the plan 
of Athens prefixed to his edition of Pausanias, and in his note on Pausani~s, 
i. I 8, 2) places the Aglaurion erroneously on the eastern side of the acropolis. 

The expre•sions lp.1rpo1T8e 'll'po -ri)s lt.~<po1rG"Atos appear to refer to the posi­
tion of the Persian army, who would naturally occupy the northern and ~ 
western fronts of the acropolis ; since they reached Athens from the north .. 
-and the western side furnished the only regular access. The hill called 
Areopagus would thus be nearly in the centre of their position, Forch­
hammer explains these expressions unsatisfactorily. 

3 Herodot. viii. 52, 53· 
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hands of Xerxes by a surprise, very much the same as that 
which had placed Sardis in those of Cyn1s.l 

Thus was divine prophecy fulfilled : Attica passed entirely 
into the hands of the Persians, and the conflagration of Sardis 
was retaliated upon the home and citadel of its captors, as it 
also was upon their sacred temple of Eleusis. Xerxes im­
mediately despatched to Susa intelligen{;e of the fact, which is 
said to have excited unmeasured demonstrations of joy, con­
futing seemingly the gloomy predictions of his uncle Artabanus.2 

On the next day but one, the Athenian exiles in his suite 
received his orders, or perhaps obtained his permission, to go 
and offer sacrifice amidst the ruins of the acropolis, and atone, 
if possible, for the desecration of the ground. They discovered 
that the sacred olive-tree near the chapel of Erechtheus, the 
especial gift of the goddess Athene, though burnt to the ground 
by the recent flames, had already thrown out a fresh shoot of 
one cubit long: at least the piety of restored Athens afterwards 
oelieved this encouraging portent,3 as well as that which was 
said to have been seen by Dikreus (an Athenian companion of 
the Peisistratids) in the Thriasian plain. It was now the day 
set apart for the celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries ; and 
though in this sorrowful year there was no celebration, nor any 
Athenians in the territory, Dikreus still fancied that he beheld 
the dust and heard the loud multitudinous chant, which was 
wont to accompanlin ordinary times the processional march 
from Athens to Eleusis. He would even have revealed the 
fact to Xerxes himself, had not Demaratus deterred him from 
doing so : but he construed it as an evidence that the goddesses 
themselves were passing over from Eleusis to help the Athenians 
at Salamis. Yet whatever may have been received in after 
times, on that day certainly no man could believe in the 
speedy resurrection of conquered Athens as a free- city; not 
even if he had witnessed the portent of the burnt olive-tree 
suddenly sprouting afresh with preternatural vigour. So hope­
less did the circumstances of the Athenians then appear, not 
less to their confede9-tes assembled at Salamis than to the 
victorious Persians. 

About the time of the capture of the acropolis, the Persian 
fleet also arrived safely in the bay of Phalerum, reinforced by 
ships from Karystus as well as from various islands of the 

l Herodot. i. 84. 
2 Herodot. v. ro2; viii. 53-99; ix. 65. loee 'Y~P KaTO. .,.c, 6eo7rpO>rLov 

1rauav .,.tw 'ATnK~v .,.~, jv .,.il 1!11'elpcp -yev,u6a• l>>ro n.!pupm. 
· 8 Herodot, viii. 55-65. 
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Cyclades, so that Herodotus reckons it to have been as strong 
as before the terrible storm at Sepias Akte ; an estimate 
certainly not admissible.! i. 

Soon after their arrival Xerxes himself descended to the 
shore to inspect the fleet, as well as to take counsel with the 
various naval leaders about the expediency of attacking the 
hostile fleet, now so near him in the narrow strait between 
Salamis and the coasts of Attica. He invited them all to take 
their seats in an assembly, wherein the king of Sidon occupied 
the first place and the king of Tyre the second. The question 
was put to each of them separately by Mardonius, and when 
we learn that all pronounced in favour of immediate fighting, 
we may be satisfied that the decided opinion of Xerxes him­
self must have been well known to them beforehand. One l 
exception alone was found to this unanimity-Artemisia, queen 
of Halikarnassus in Karia; into whose mouth Herodotus puts 
a speech of some length, deprecating all idea of fighting in the 
narrow strait of Salamis-predicting that if the land-force 
were moved forward to attack Peloponnesus, the Pelopon­
nesians in the fleet at Salamis would return for the protection 
of their own homes, and that thus the fleet would disperse, the 
rather as there was little or no food in the island-and inti­
mating, besides, unmeasured contempt for the efficacy of the 
Persian fleet and seamen as compared with the Greek, as well 
as for the subject contingents of Xerx~s generally. That 
Queen Artemisia gave this prudent counsel, there is no reason 
to question; and the historian of Halikarnassus may have had 
means of hearing the grounds on which her opinion rested. 
But I find a difficulty in believing that she can have publicly 
delivered any such estimate of the maritime subjects of Persia; 
an estimate not merely insulting to all who heard it, but at the 
time not just-though it had come to be nearer the truth at the t 
time when Herodotus wrote, 2 and though Artemisia herself may 

1 Herodot. viii. 66. Colonel Leake observes upon this statement 
(Athens and the Derni of Attica, App. vat. ii. p. 250), "About woo .rhips 
is the greatest accuracy we can pretend to, in stating the strength of the 
Persian fleet at Salamis : and from these are to be deducted, in estimating 
the number of ships engaged in the battle, those which were sent to occupy 
the M egaric strait of Salamis, 200 in number." 

The estimate of Colonel Leake appears somewhat lower than the prob­
able reality. Nor do I believe the statement of Diodorus, that ships 
were detached to occupy the Megaric strait : see a note shortly following. 

2 The picture drawn in the Cyropredia of Xenophon represents the 
subjects of Persia as spiritless and untrained to war (&vJ.i\Ktoes Kal 
d<tvv.,-aK.,-o<), and even designedly kept so, forming a contrast to the native 
Persians (Xenophon, Cyropred. viii. I, 45). 
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have lived to entertain the conviction afterwards. Whatever 
may have been her reasons, the historian tells us that friends 
as well as rivals were astonished at her rashness in dissuading 
the monarch from a naval battle, and expected that she would 
be put to death. But Xerxes heard the advice with perfect 
good temper, and even esteemed the Karian queen the more 
highly; though he resolved that the opinion of the majority, 
or his own opinion, should be acted upon. Orders were 
accordingly issued for the fleet to attack the next day,1 and for 
the land-force to move forward towards Peloponnesus. 

Whilst, on the shore of Phalerum, an omnipotent will com­
pelled seeming unanimity and precluded all real deliberation­
great indeed was the contrast presented by the neighbouring 
Greek armament at Salamis ; among the members of which 
unmeasured dissension had been reigning. It has already been 
stated that the Greek fleet had originally got together at that 
island, not with any view of making it a naval station, but 
simply in order to cover and assist the emigration of. the 
Athenians. This object being accomplished, and Xerxes being 
already in Attica, Eurybiades convoked the chiefs to consider 
what position was the fittest for a naval engagement. Most 
of them, especially those from Peloponnesus, were averse to 
remaining at Salamis, and proposed that the fleet should be 
transferred to the Isthmus of Corinth, where it would be in 
immediate commun,cation with the Peloponnesian land-force, 
so that in case of defeat at sea, the ships would find protection 
on shore and the men would join in the land service-while it 
worsted in a naval action near Salamis, they would be enclosed 
in an island from whence there were no hopes of escape.2 In 
the midst of the debate, a messenger arrived with news of the 
capture and conflagration of Athens and her acropolis by the 
Persians. Such was the terror produced by this intelligence, 
that some of the chiefs, without even awaiting the conclusion 
of the debate and the final vote, quitted the council forthwith, 
and began to hoist sail, or prepare their rowers, for departure. 
The majority came to a formal vote for removing to the 
Isthmus; but as night was approaching, actual removal was 
deferred until the next morning.s 

Now was felt the want of a position like that of Thermopylre, 
which had served as a protection to all the Greeks at once, so 
as to check the growth of separate fears and interests. We can 
hardly wonder that the Peloponnesian chiefs-the Corinthians 

1 Herodot. viii. 68, 6 ), 70. 
3 Herodot. viii. 49, so, 56. 

2 Herodot. viii. 70, 
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in particular, who furnished so large a naval contingent, and 
within whose territory the land-battle at the Isthmus seemed 
about to take place-should manifest such an obstinate reluc­
tance to fight at Salamis, and should insist on removing to a 
position where, in case of naval defeat, they could assist, and 
be assisted by, their own soldiers on land. On the other hand, 
Salamis was not only the most favourable position, in conse­
quence of its narrow strait, for the inferior numbers of the 
Greeks, but could not be abandoned without breaking up the 
unity of the allied fleet ; since Megara and £gina would thus 
be left uncovered, and the contingents of each would imme­
diately retire for the defence of their own homes,-while the 
Athenians also, a large portion of whose expatriated families 
were in Salamis and £gina, would be in like manner dis­
tracted from combined maritime efforts at the Isthmus. If 
transferred to the latter place, probably not even the Pelopon­
nesians themselves would have remained in one body; for the 
squadrons of Epidaurus, Trcezen, Hermione, &c., each fearing 
that the Persian fleet might make a descent on one or other 
of these separate ports, would go home to repel such a con­
tingency, in spite of the efforts of Eurybiades to keep them 
together. Hence the order for quitting Salamis and repairing 
to the Isthmus was nothing less than a sentence of extinction 
for all combined maritime defence : and it thus became doubly 
abhorrent to all those who, like the Athenf!tns, h:ginetans, and 
Megarians, were also led by their own separate safety to cling 
to the defence of Salamis. In spite of all such opposition, 
however, and in spite of the protest of Themistokles, the 
obstinate determination of the Peloponnesian leaders carried 
the vote for retreat, and each of them went to his ship to 
prepare for it on the following morning. 

When Themistokles returned to his ship, with the gloom of 
this melancholy resolution full upon his mind, and with the 
necessity of providing for removal of the expatriated Athenian 
families. in the island as well as for that of the squadron­
he found an Athenian friend named Mnesiphilus, who asked 
him what the synod of chiefs had determined. Concerning 
this Mnesiphilus, who is mentioned generally as a sagacious 
practical politician, we unfortunately have no particulars : but 
it must have been no common man whom fame selected, truly 
or falsely, · as the inspiring genius of Themistokles. On 
learning what had been resolved, Mnesiphilus burst out into 
remonstrance on the utter ruin which its execution would 
entail: there would presently be neither any united fleet to 
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fight, nor any aggregate cause and country to fight for.l He 
vehemently urged Themistokles again to open the question, and 
to press by every means in his power for a recall of the vote in 
favour of retreat, as well as for a positive resolution to stay and 
fight at Salamis. Themistokles had already in vain tried to 
enforce the same view : but though he was disheartened by ill­
success, the remonstrances of a respected friend struck him 
so forcibly as to induce him to renew his efforts. He went 
instantly to the ship of Eurybiades, asked permission to speak 
with him, and being invited aboard, reopened with him alone 
the whole subject of the past discussion, enforcing his own 
views as emphatically as he could. In this private communi­
cation, all the arguments bearing upon the case were more 
unsparingly laid open than it had been possible to do in an 
assembly of the chiefs, who would have been insulted if openly 
told that they were likely to desert the fleet when once removed 
from Salamis. Speaking thus freely and confidentially, and 
speaking to Eurybiades alone, Themistokles was enabled to 
bring him partially round, and even prevailed upon him to con­
vene a fresh synod. So soon as this synod had assembled, 
even before Eurybiades had explained the object and formally 
opened the discussion, Themistokles addressed himself to each 
of the chiefs separately, pouring forth at large his fears and 
anxiety as to the abandonment of Salamis : insomuch that the 
Corinthian Adeimattus rebuked him by saying-" Themi­
stokles, those who in the public festival-matches rise up before the 
proper signal, are scourged." "True (rejoined the Athenian), 
but those who lag behind the signal win no crowns." 2 

Eurybiades then explained to the synod that doubts had 
1 Herodot viii. 57· OU'TOI ifpa l7v a?TalpoJITI 'TOS vi)as a7TO ::Sall.ap.<vos, 7rEpl 

ouo•p.<i)s (.,, 7raTploos vaup.axhrr•ts' KaTd. -yap 7rOll.tt ~Karr-ro• -rpeljlona<, &c. 
Compare vii. 139, and Thucyd. i. 73· 

2 Herodot. viii. 58, 59· The account given by Herodotus, of these 
memorable debates which preceded the battle of Salamis, is in the main 
distinct, instructive and consistent. It is more probable than the narrative 
of Diodorus (xi. rs, r6), who states that Themistokli!s succeeded in fully 
convincing both Eurybiad€s and the Peloponnesian chiefs of the pro­
priety of fighting at Salamis, but that, in spite of all their efforts, the arma­
ment would not obey them, and insisted on going to the Isthmus. And it 
deserves our esteem still more, if we contrast it with the loose and careless 
accounts of Plutarch and Cornelius Nepos. As Plutarch (Themist. c. II} 
describes the scene, Eurybiades was the person who desired to restrain 
the forwardness and oratory of Themistokli!s, and with that view, first 
made to him the observation given in my text out of Herodotus, which 
Themistokles followed up by the same answer-next, lifted up his stick to 
strike Themistokles, upon which the latter addressed to him the well-known 
observation-" Strike, but hear me" (ntl-ra~ov /<Elf, llKova"ov 3~). Larcher 
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arisen in his mind, and that he called them together to re­
~onsider the previous resolve: upon which Themistokles began 
the debate. He vehemently enforced the necessity of fighting £ 
in the narrow sea of Salamis and not in the open waters at the 
Isthmus-as well as of preserving Megara and lEgina; con­
tending that a naval victory at Salamis would be not less 
effective for the defence of Peloponnesus than if it took place 
.at the Isthmus; whereas, if the fleet were withdrawn to the 
latter point, they would only draw the Persians after them. 
Moreover, he did not omit to add, that the Athenians had a 
prophecy assuring to them victory in this, their own island. 
But his speech made little impression on the Peloponnesian 
·Chiefs; who were even exasperated at being again summoned, 
to reopen a debate already concluded,-and concluded in a [. 
way which they deemed essential to their safety. In the bosom 
-of the Corinthian Adeimantus, especially, this feeling of anger 
burst all bounds. He sharply denounced the presumption of 
Themistokles, and bade him be silent as a man who had now 
no free Grecian city to represent-Athens being in the power 

expresses his surprise that Herodotus should have suppressed so impressive 
an anecdote as this latter: but we may see plainly from the tenor of his 
narrative that he cannot have heard it. In the narrative of Herodotus, 
Themistokl~s gives no offence to Eurybz"ades, nor is the latter at all dis­
pleased with him: nay, Eurybiades is even brought over by the persuasion 
of Themistokl~s, and disposed to fall in with his vie~s. The persons whom 
Herodotus represents as angry with Themistokl~s are, the Peloponnesian 
.chiefs, especially Adeimantus the Corinthian. They are angry too (let it 
be added), not without plausible reason: a formal vote has just been taken 
by the majority, after full discussion ; and h~re is the chief of the minority 
who persuades Eurybiadlls to reopen the whole debate : not an unreason-
able cause for displeasure. Moreover it is Addmantus, not Eurybt'ad!s, 
who addresses to Themistokles the remark that "persons who rise before 
the proper signal are scourged :" and he makes the remark because The­
mistokles goes on speaking to, and trying to persuade, the various chiefs, t;:: 
IJefore the business of the assembly has been formally opened. Themi­
stokles draws upon himself the censure by sinning against the forms of 
business, and talking before the proper time. But Plutarch puts the remark 
into the mouth of Eurybiad~s, without any previous circumstance to justify 
it, and without any fitness. His narrative represents Eurybiades as the 
person who was anxious both to transfer the ships to the Isthmus, and to 
prevent Themistokl~s from offering any oppo>ition to it; though such an 
.attempt to check. argumentative opposition from the commander of the 
Athenian squadron is noway credible. 

Dr. Blomfi.eld (ad JEschyl. Pers. 728) imagines that the story about 
Eurybiades threatening Themist<;>kles with his stick grew out of the story as 
related in Herodotus, though to Herodotus himself it was unknown. I 
{;annot think that this is correct, since the story will not fit on to the narra· t::1=. 
tive of that historian : it does not consist with his conception of the relations 
between Eurybiades and Themistokl@s. 
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of the enemy. Nay, he went so far as to contend that Eury­
biades had no right to count the vote ofThemistokles until the 
latter could produce some free city as accrediting him to the 
synod. Such an attack, alike ungenerous and insane, upon the 
leader of more than half of the whole fleet, demonstrates the 
ungovernable impatience of the Corinthians to carry away the 
fleet to their Isthmus. It provoked a bitter retort against them 
from Themistokles, who reminded them that while he had 
around him 200 well-manned ships, he could procure for him­
self anywhere both city and territory as good or better than 
Corinth. But he now saw clearly that it was hopeless to think 
of enforcing his policy by argument, and that nothing would 
succeed except the direct language of intimidation. Turning 
to Eurybiades, and addressing him personally, he said-" If 
thou wilt stay here, and fight bravely here, all will turn out 
well; but if thou wilt not stay, thou wilt bring Hellas to ruin.1 

For with us, all our means of war are contained in our ships. 
Be thou yet persuaded by me. If not, we Athenians shall 
migrate with our families on board, just as we are, to Siris in 
Italy, which is ours from of old, and which the prophecies 
announce that we are one day to colonise. You chiefs then, 
when bereft of allies like us, will hereafter reco~_..:ct what I am 
now saying." 

Eurybiades had before been nearly convinced by the im­
pressive pleading c1f Themistokles. But this last downright 
menace clenched his determination, and probably struck dumb 
even the Corinthian and Peloponnesian opponents: for it was 
but too plain, that without the Athenians the fleet was power­
less. He did not however put the question again to vote, but 
took upon himself to rescind the previous resolution, and to 
issue orders for staying at Salamis to fight. In this order all 
acquiesced, willing or unwilling.2 The succeeding dawn saw 
them preparing for fight instead of for retreat, and invoking 
the protection and companionship of the JEakid heroes of 
Salamis-Telamon and Ajax: they even sent a. trireme to 
JEgina to implore JEakus himself and the remaining JEakids. 
It seems to have been on this same day, also, that the 
resolution of fighting at Salamis was taken by Xerxes, whose 
fleet was seen in motion, towards the close of th(i day preparing 
for attack the next morning. 

1 Herodot. viii. 6r, 62. lo •l p.evee1s a~Tov, ""l p.lvwv l<T<at U.v1}p U.-ya86s· 
•l ~~~ p.lq, U.vaTpeljlm T1}v 'Er.r.&/ia. · 

2 Herodot. viii. 64. OliTw p.ev ol 7r<pl lar.ap.lva, l7rE<TI U.~<po{3o;\t<Tdp.ev01 
brei TE E~pv/3td/iyl/ioEe, a~TOV 7r«pE<TICEVJ.CoiiTO &Is 1/0.vp.aX~<TOPTES. 

1 

I 2 
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But the Peloponnesians, though not venturing to disobey 

the orders of the Spartan admiral, still retained unabated their 
former fears and reluctance, which began again after a short 
interval to prevail over the formidable menace of Themistokles, 
and were further strengthened by the ad vices from the Isthmus. 
The messengers from that quarter depicted the trepidation and 
affright of their absent brethren while constructing their cross 
wall at that point, to resist the impending land invasion. Why 
were they not there also, to join hands and to help in the 
defence,-even if worsted at sea,-at least on land, instead of 
wasting their efforts in defence of Attica, already in the hands 
of the enemy? Such were the complaints which passed from 
man to man, with many a bitter exclamation against the 
insanity of Eurybiades : at length the common feeling broke 
out in public and mutinous manifestation, and a fresh synod of 
the chiefs was demanded and convoked.1 Here the same 
angry debate, and the same irreconcileable difference, was 
again renewed ; the Peloponnesian chiefs clamouring for 
immediate departure, while the Athenians, JEginetans, 2 and 
Megarians, were equally urgent in favour of staying to fight. 
It was evident to Themistokles that the majority of votes 
among the chiefs would be against him, in spite of the orders 
of Eurybiades ; and the disastrous crisis, destined to deprive 
Greece of all united maritime defence, appeared imminent­
when he resorted to one last stratagem t<?meet the desperate 
emergency by rendering flight impossible. Contriving a 
pretext for stealing away from the synod, he despatched a 
trusty messenger across the strait with a secret communication 
to the Persian generals. Sikinnus his slave-seemingly an 
Asiatic Greek 3 who understood Persian and had perhaps been 
sold during the late Ionic revolt, but whose superior qualities 
are marked by the fact that he had the care and teaching of 
the children of his master-was instructed to acquaint them 
privately in the name of Themistokles, who was represented as 

1 Herodot: viii. 74· ~ws f"EP IS~ o.~·dwv lw~p &vllpl wo.pla-raro, 8wf"a 
woteup.evo< rrw E~pv{Jui.oew &{3ovA.[1JP' •dA.os ll'E, ~~·#cl.yq ~s 'TO f"E<Tov, 
·uuA.A.o"(6s 'l'e o~ ~"([vera, Kal woA.lu't. ~AE"fE'I'O wepl 'l'wV a~'l'wv, &c. Compare 
Plutarch, Themist. c. 12. 

2 Lyknrgus(cont .. Leokrat. c. 17, p. r85)numbersthe&ginetansamong 
those who were anxious to escape from Salamis during the night, and were 
only prevented from doing so by the stratagem of ThemistokH~s. This is 
a great mistake, as indeed these orators are perpetually misconceiving the 
facts of their past history. The &ginetans had an interest not less strong 
than the Athenians in keeping the fleet together and fighting at Salamis. 

3 Plutarch (Themistokli!s, c. 12) calls Sikinnus a Persicm by birth, which 
cannot be true. 
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wishing success at heart to the Persians, that the Greek fleet 
was not only in the utmost alarm, meditating immediate flight, 
but that the various portions of it were in such violent dis­
sension, that they were more likely to fight against each other 
than against any common enemy. A splendid opportunity (it 
was added) was thus opened to the Persians, if they chose to 
avail themselves of it without delay, first to enclose and 
prevent their flight, and then to attack a disunited body, many 
of whom would, when the combat began, openly espouse the 
Persian cause.1 

Such was the important communication despatched by 
Themistokles across the narrow strait (only a quarter of a mile 
in breadth at the narrowest part) which divides Salamis from 
the neighbouring continent on which the enemy were posted. 
It was delivered with so much address as to produce the exact 
impression which he intended, and the glorious success which 
. followed caused it to pass for a splendid stratagem : had defeat 
ensued, his name would have been covered with infamy. 
What surprises us the most is, that after having reaped signal 
honour from it in the eyes of the Greeks as a stratagem, Themi­
stokles lived to take credit for it, during the exile of his latter 
days, 2 as a capital service rendered to the Persian monarch. 
It is not improbable, when we reflect upon the desperate 
condition of Grecian affairs at the moment, that such facility 
of double interpret1ftion was in part his inducement for sending 
the message. 

It appears to have been delivered to Xerxes shortly after he 
had issued his orders for fighting on the next morning: and he 
entered so greedily into the scheme, as to direct his generals to 
close up the strait of Salamis on both sides during the night, 
to the north as well as to the south of the town of Salamis, at 
the risk of their heads if any opening were left for the Greeks 
to escape.3 The station of the numerous Persian fleet was 

1 Herodot. viii. 75. 
2 Thucyd. i. I37· It is curious to contrast: this with JEschylus, Persre, 

35I seq. See also Herodot. viii. rog, no. 
Isokrat@s might well remark about the ultimate rewards given by the 

fersians to Themistokles-®e,twrTo~el\.ea ll', ts b1r~p Ti)s 'EII.II.ci.llos ai!Toh 
~eaTevavp.&.x"'cr•, Twv p.eylcrTwv llwpewv ~~lwcrav (Panegyric, Or. iv. p. 74)­
though that orator speaks as if he knew nothing about the stratagem by 
which ThemistokUs compelled the Greeks to fight at Salamis against their 
will. See the same Oration, c. 27, p. 6I. 

3 JEschylus, Persre, 370. 
Herodotus does not mention this threat to the generals, nor does he even 

notice the personal interference of Xerxes in any way, so far as regards the 
night-movement of the Persian fleet. He treats the communication of 
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along the coast of Attica-its head-quarters were in the bay of 
Phalerum, but doubtless parts of it would occupy those three 
natura\ harbours, as yet unimproved by art, which belonged to 
the deme of Peineus-and would perhaps extend besides to 
other portions of the western coast southward of Phalerum ; 
while the Greek fleet was in the harbour of the town called 
Salamis, in the portion of the island facing Mount JEgaleos 
in Attica. During the night, 1 a portion of the Persian fleet, 
sailing from Peirreus northward along the western coast of 
Attica, closed round to the north of the town and harbour of 
Salamis, so as to shut up the northern issue from the strait on 
the side of Eleusis ; while another portion blocked up the 
other issue between Peirreus and the south-eastern corner of the 
island, landing a detachment of troops on the desert island of 
Psyttaleia near to that corner.2 These measures were all taken 

Sikinnus as having been made to the Persian generals, and the night­
movement as undertaken by them. The statement of the contemporary 
poet seems the more probable of the two : but he omits, as might be 
expected, all notice of the perilous dissensions in the Greek camp. 

Diodorus (xi. 17) states that the Egyptian squadron in the fleet of 
Xerxes was detached to block up the outlet between Salamis and the 
Megarid; that is, to sail round the ·south-western corner of the island to 
the north-western strait, where the north-western corner of the island is 
separated by a narrow strait from M egara, near the spot where the fort of 
Budorum was afterwards situated, during the Peloponnesian war. 

Herodotus mentions nothing of this movement, :ihd his account evidently 
implies that the Greek fleet was enclosed to the north of the town of 
Salamis, the Persian right wing having got between that town and Eleusis. 
The movement announced by Diodorus appears to me unnecessary and im­
probable. If the Egyptian squadron had been placed there, they would 
have been far indeed removed from the scene of the action, but we may 
see that Herodotus believed them to have taken actual part in the battle 
along with the rest (viii. roo). 

2 Herodot. viii. 76. Toi'«T• o~ &s 'Zri«TTi'< €-yiv<To .,.a i't-y-yeA8ewra, TOvTo 
p.€v, •• T~JV vn«T'ioa T~l" 'VvTTdll.<lav, p.<Ta~il laAap.i'v6s T< K€1p.lvnv t<al Ti)s 
1]1rElpov, 7TOAAoVs -rWv Oepa-Ewv lt.7l'e{3t{3&uavTo· ToVTo 8€, ~?rH8h ~'YfvovTo p.€ua1. 
VVKTes, &.v1i-yov }L~v TO &.1r' ~«T1ropns Kepas KvKll.ovp.<vol 1rphs Ttl" laAap."ivu.· 
i'tviJ'Yov oe ol &.p.rpl "~" Keov n Kal T~v Kvvotfovpav 'T<Ta-yp.evo•, KaTexov .,.. 
fl-EXP' Movvvxins 'ZrdVTa .-hv 1rop8p.bv TP«TI vnv«Ti. 

He had previously stated Phalerum as the main station of the Persian 
fleet; not necessarily meaning that the whole of it was there. The passage 
which I have just transcribed intimates what the Persians did to accomplish 
their purpose of surrounding the Greeks in the harbour of Salamis: and 
the first part of it, wherein he speaks of the western (more properly north­
western) wing, presents no extraordinary difficulty, though we do not know 
how far the western wing extended before the movement was commenced. 
Probably it extended to the harbour of Peineus, and began from thence its 

• night-movement along the Attic coast to get beyond the town of Salamis. 
But the second part of the passage is not easy to comprehend, where he 
states that "those who were stationed about Keos and Kynosura also 

l 

l 

t 
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during the night, to prevent the anticipated flight of the Greeks, 
and then to attack them in the narrow strait close on their own 
harbour, the next morning. 

Meanwhile that angry controversy among the Grecian chiefs, 
in the midst of which Themistokles had sent over his secret 
envoy, continued without abatement and without decision. It 
was the interest of the Athenian general to prolong the debate, 
and to prevent any concluding vote, until the effect of his 
stratagem should have rendered retreat impossible. Such 
prolongation was nowise difficult in a case so critical, where 
the majority of chiefs was on one side, and that of naval force 
on the other-especially as Eurybiades himself was favourable 
to the view of Themistokles. Accordingly the debate was 
still unfinished at nightfall, and either continued all night, or 
was adjourned to an hour before daybreak on the following 
morning-when an incident, interesting as well as important, 
gave to it a new turn. The ostracised Aristeides arrived at 
Salamis from .JEgina. Since the revocation of his sentence-a 
revocation proposed by Themistokles himself-he had had no 

moved, and beset with their ships the whole strait as far as Munychia." 
What places are Keos and Kynosura, and where were they situated? The 
only known places of those names, are, the island of Keos, not far south 
of Cape Sunium in Attica-and the promontory, Kynosura, on the north­
eastern coast of Attica, immediately north of the bay of Marathon. It 
seems hardly possible tt suppose that Herodotus meant this latter promon­
tory, too distant to render the movement which he describes at all 
practicable : even the island of Keos is somewhat open to the same 
objection, though not in so great a degree, of being too distant. Hence 
Barthelemy, Kruse, Bahr, and Dr. Thirlwall, apply the names Keos and 
Kynosura to two promontories (the southernmost and the south-eastern­
most) of the island of Salamis; and Kiepert has realised their idea in his 
newly-published maps. But in the first place, no authority is produced 
for giving these names to two promontories in the island, and the critics 
only do it because they say it is necessary to secure a reasonable meaning to 
this passage of Herodotus. In the next place, if we admit their supposition, 
we must suppose that bifore this night-movemmt commenced, the Persian 
fleet was already stationed in part off the £stand of Salamis; which appears 
to me highly improbable. Whatever station that fleet occupied before the 
night-movement, we may be very sure that it was not upon an island then 
possessed by the enemy : it was somewhere on the coast of Attica : and 
the names Keos and Kynosura must belong to some unknown points in 
Attica, not in Salamis. I cannot therefore adopt the supposition of these 
critics, though on the other hand Larcher is not satisfactory in his attempt 
to remove the objections which apply to the supposition of Keos and Kyno­
sura as commonly understood. It is difficult in this case to reconcile the 
statement of Herodotus with geographical considerations, and I rather 
suspect that on this occasion the historian has been himself misled by too 
great a desire to find the oracle of Bakis truly fulfilled. It is from Bakis 
that he copies the name Kynosura (viii. 77). 
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opportunity of revisiting Athens, and,..he now for the first time 
rejoined his countrymen in their exile at Salamis ; not unin­
formed of the dissensions raging, and of the impatience of the 
Peloponnesians to retire to the Isthmus. He was the first to 
bring the news that such retirement had become impracticable 
from the position of the Persian fleet, which his own vessel in 
coming from lEgina had only eluded under favour of night. 
He caused Themistokles to be invited out from the assembled 
synod of chiefs ; and after a generous exordium, wherein he 
expressed his hope that their rivalry would for the future be 
only a competition in doing good to their common country, 
apprised him that the new movement of the Persians excluded 
all hope of now reaching the Isthmus, and rendered further 
debate useless. Themistokles expressed his joy at the intelli­
gence ; communicating his own secret message whereby he 
had himself brought the movement about, in order that the 
Peloponnesian chiefs might be forced to fight at Salamis even 
against their ewn consent. He moreover desired Aristeides to 
go himself into the synod, and communicate the news ; for if 
it came from the lips of Themistokles, the Peloponnesians 
would treat it as a fabrication. So obstinate indeed was their 
incredulity that they would not accept it as truth even on the 
assertion of Aristeides : nor was it until the arrival of a Tenian 
vessel, deserting from the Persian fleet, that they at last 
brought themselves to credit the actual p8sture of affairs and 
the entire impossibility of retreat. Once satisfied of this fact, 
they prepared themselves at dawn for the impending battle.1 

Having caused his land-force to be drawn up along the 
shore opposite to Salamis, Xerxes had erected for himself a 
lofty seat or throne, upon one of the projecting declivities of 
Mount JEgaleos-near the Herakleion and immediately over­
hanging the sea 2-from whence he could plainly review all the 

l Herodot. viii. 79, So. 
Herodotus states, doubtless correctly, that Aristeid~s, immediately after 

he had made the communication to the synod, went away, not pretending 
to take part in the debate : Plutarch represents him as present and as 
taking part in it (Aristeid~s, c. 9). According to Plutarch, Themistokles 
desires Aristeides to assist him in persuading Eurybiad~s : according to 
Herodotus, Eurybiades was already persuaded : it was the Peloponnesian 
chiefs who stood out. 

The details of Herodotus will be found throughout both more credible 
and more consistent than those of Plutarch and the later writers. 

2 JEschylus, Pers. 473 : Herodot. viii. go. The throne with silver feel, 
upon which Xerxes had sat, was long preserved in the acropolis of Athens 
-having been left at his retreat. Harpokration, 'Ap-yup61rovs 8(<J>pos. 

A writer, to whom Plutarch refers,-Akestod6rus-affirmed that the 
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The Greeks rowed forward from the shore to attack, with 

the usual p::ean or war-shout, which was confidently returned 
by the Persians. Indeed the latter were the most forward of 
the two to begin the fight. The Greek seamen, on gradually 
nearing the enemy, became at first disposed to hesitate-and 
even backed water for a space, so that some of them touched 
ground on their own shore ; until the retrograde movement 
was arrested by a supernatural feminine figure hovering over 
them, who exclaimed with a voice that rang through the whole 
fleet-"Ye worthies, how much farther are ye going to back 
water?" The very circulation of this fable attests the dubious 
courage of the Greeks at the commenceh!ent of the battle.1 

The brave Athenian captains Ameinias and Lykomedes (the 
former, brother of the poet .:Eschylus) were the first to obey 
either the feminine voice or the inspirations of their own 
ardour; though, according to the version current at .:Egina, it 
was the .:Eginetan ship, the carrier of the .:Eakid heroes, which 
first set this honourable example.2 The Naxian Demokritus 
was celebrated by Simonides as the third ship in action. 
Ameinias, darting forth from the line, charged with the beak 
of his ship full against a Phcenician, and the two became 
entangled so that he could not again get clear :. other ships 
came in aid on both sides, and the action thus became 
general. 
, Herodotus, with his usual candour, tell~ us that he could 
procure few details about the action except as to what con­
cerned Artemisia, the queen of his own city : so that we know 
hardly anything beyond the general facts. But it appears that, 
with the exception of the Ionic Greeks, many of whom 
(apparently a greater number than Herodotus likes to acknow-

1 Herodot. viii. 84. <f>ave'itrav o~ lltaKeA.e6tratr8at, /JJtr-re !Cal lhrav &!Covtra< 
-rb 'Twv 'EA.A..fw<o>v trrpa-r& ... eliov, l>vetliitratrav 1fp6'Tepou -r&.oe· *'.n llatp.&vtot, P.~XP' 
~t&trov t-,., 1fp6p.v'l!v &va«povetr8e ; 

JEschylus (Pers. 396-415) describes finely the war-shout of the Greeks 
and the response of the Persians : for very good reasons, he does not notice 
the incipient backwardness of the Greeks, which Herodotus brings before 
us. 

The war-shout here described by A!:schylus, a warrior actually engaged, 
shows us the difference between a naval combat of that day and the improved 
tactics of the Athenians fifty years afterwards, at the beginning of the 
Peloponnesian war. Phormion especially enjoins on his men the necessity 
of silence (Thucyd. ii. 89). 

2 Simonides, Epigram 138, Bergk; Plutarch, De Herodot. Malignitate, 
c. 36. 

According to Plutarch (Themist. rz) and Diodorus (xi. 17), it was the 
Persian admiral's ship which was first charged and captured: if the fact 
had been so, A!:schylus would probahlv h~v~ --- ified it. 
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ledge) were lukewarm, and some even averse 1-the subjects of 
Xerxes conducted themselves generally with great bravery: 
Phrenicians, Cyprians, Kilikians, Egyptians, vied with the 
Persians and Medes serving as soldiers on shipboard, in 
trying to satisfy the exigent monarch . who sat on shore 
watching their behaviour. Their signal defeat was not owing 
to any want of courage-but, first, to the narrow space which 
rendered their superior number a hindrance rather than a 
benefit : next, to their want of orderly line and discipline as 
compared with the Greeks: thirdly, to the fact that when once 
fortune seemed to tum against them, they had no fidelity or 
reciprocal attachment, and each ally was willing to sacrifice or 
even to run down others, in order to effect his own escape. 
Their numbers and absence of concert threw them into con­
fusion and caused them to run foul of. each other. Those in 
the front could not recede, nor could those in the rear 
.advance : 2 the oar-blades were broken by collision-the steers­
men lost control of their ships, and could no longer adjust the 
ship's course so as to strike that direct blow with the beak 
which was essential in ancient warfare. After some time of 
·Combat, t~e whole Persian fleet was driven back and became 
thoroughly unmanageable, so that the issue was no longer 
doubtful, and nothing remained except the efforts of individual 
bravery to protract the struggle. While the Athenian squadron 
on the left, whict: had the greatest resistance to surmount, 
broke up and drove before them the Persian right, the Egine­
tans on the right intercepted the flight of the fugitives to 
Phalerum : 3 Demokritus the Naxian captain was said to have 
captured five ships of the Persians with his own single trireme. 
The chief admiral Ariabignes, brother of Xerxes, attacked at 
once by two Athenian triremes, fell gallantly trying to board 
one of them, and the number of distinguished Persians and 
Medes who shared his fate was very great ; 4 the more so, as 

1 Herodot. viii. 85 ; Diodor. xi. r6. lEschylus in the Persre, though he 
gives a long list of the names of those who fought against Athens, does not 
make any allusion to the Ionic or to any other Greeks as having formed 
part of the catalogue. See Blomfield ad lEschyl. Pers. 42. Such silence 
easily admits of explanation. 

2 Herodot. viii. 86; Diodor. xi. 17. The testimony of the former, both 
to the courage manifested by the Persian fleet, and to their entire want of 
order and sy~tem, is decisive, as well as to the effect of the personal over· 
looking of Xerxes. 

s Simonides, Epigr. 138, Bergk. 
4 'fhe many names of Persian chiefs whom lEschylus reports as having 

been slain, are probably for the most part inventions of his own, to please 
the .ears of his audience. See B!omfield, Prrefat. ad lEschyl. Pers. p. xii. 
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few of them knew how to swim, while among the Greek seamen 
who were cast into the sea, the greater number were swimmers, 
and had the friendly shore of Salamis near at hand. 

It appears that the Phcenician seamen of the fleet threw the 
blame of defeat upon the Ionic Greeks; and some of them, 
driven ashore during the heat of the battle under the immediate 
throne of Xerxes, excused themselves by denouncing the others 
as traitors. The heads of the Ionic leaders might have been 
endangered if the monarch had not seen with his own eyes an 
act of surprising gallantry by one of their number. An Ionic 
trireme from Samothrace charged and disabled an Attic trireme, 
but was herself almost immediately run down by an LEginetan. 
The Samothracian crew, as their vessel lay disabled on the 
water, made such excellent use of their missile weapons, that 
they cleared the decks of the JEginetan, sprung on board, and 
became masters of her. This exploit, passing under the eyes 
of Xerxes himself, induced him to treat the Phcenicians as 
dastardly calumniators, and to direct their heads to be cut off. 
His wrath and vexation (Herodotus tells us) were boundless, 
and he scarcely knew on whom to vent the feelings.! 

In this disastrous battle itself, as in the debate before the 
battle, the conduct of Artemisia of Halikarnassus was such as 
to give him full satisfaction. It appears that this queen 
maintained her full part in the battle until the disorder had 
become irretrievable. She then sought to escape, pursued 
by the Athenian trierarch Ameinias, but found her progress 
obstructed by the number of fugitive or embarrassed comrades 
before her. In this dilemma she preserved herself from pursuit 
by attaching one of her own comrades; she charged the trireme 
of the Karian prince Damasithymus of Kalyndus, ran it down 
and sunk it, so that the prince with all his crew perished. Had 
Ameinias been aware that the vessel which he was following 
was that of Artemisia, nothing would have induced him to 
relax in the pursuit-for the Athenian captains were all in­
dignant at the idea of a female invader assailing their city.fl 
But knowing her ship only as one among the enemy, and 
seeing her thus charge and destroy another enemy's ship, he 
concluded her to be a deserter, turned his pursuit elsewhere, 
and suffered her to escape. At the same time, it so happened 

1 Herodot. viii. 90. 
2 Compare the indignant language of Demosthen~s a century and a 

quarter afterwards, respecting the second Artemisia queen of Karia, as the 
enemy of Athens-vfLel's 6' /)v'Tes 'Atl:rwaro, {Jap{Japov liv6pw1rov, JC«l 'Taiint 
")'VVatJCa, cpo{37J8~u<I1B< (Demosthen~s, De Rhodior. Libertat. c. x. p. 197 ). 
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that the destruction of the ship of Damasithymus happened under 
the eyes of Xerxes and of the persons around him on shore, 
who recognised the ship of Artemisia, but supposed the ship 
destroyed to be a Greek. Accordingly they remarked to him, 
" Master, seest thou not how well Artemisia fights, and how 
she has just sunk an enemy's ship ? " Assured· that it was 
really her deed, Xerxes is said to have replied, "My men have 
become women; my women, men." Thus was Artemisia not 
only preserved, but exalted to a higher place in the esteem of 
Xerxes by the destruction of one of his own ships ; among the 
crew of which not a man survived to tell the true story.1 

Of the total loss of either fleet, Herodotus gives us no 
estimate ; but Diodorus states the number of ships destroyed 
on the Grecian side as forty, on the Persian side as two 
hundred; independent of those which were made prisoners 
with all their crews. To the Persian loss is to be added, the 
destruction of all those troops whom they had landed before 
the battle in the island of Psyttaleia. As soon as the Persian 
fleet was put to flight, Aristeides carried over some Grecian 
hoplites to that island, overpowered the enemy, and put them 
to death to a man. This loss appears to have been much 
deplored, as they were choice troops ; in great proportion, the 
native Persian guards.2 

Great and capital as the victory was, there yet remained after 
it a sufficient portiot of the Persian fleet to maintain even mari­
time war vigorously, not to mention the powerful land-force, 
as yet unshaken. And the Greeks themselves-immediately 

1 Herodot. viii. 87, 88, 93· The story here given by Herodotus respect· 
ing the stratagem whereby Artemisia escaped, seems suffiC:ently probable ; 
and he may have heard it from fellow-citizens of his own who were aboard 
her vessel. Though Plutarch accuses him of extravagant disposition to 
compliment this queen, it is evident that he does not himselflike the story, 
nor consider it to be compliment ; for he himself insinuates a doubt, "I do 
not know whether she ran down the Kalyndian ship intentionally, or came 
accidentally into collision with it." Since the shock was so destructive 
that the Kalyndian ship was completely run down and sunk, so that every 
man of her crew perished, we may be pretty sure that it was intentional ; 
and the historian merely suggests a possible hypothesis to palliate an act 
of great treachery. Though the story of the sinking of the Kalyndian ship 
has the air of truth, however, we cannot say the same about the observation 
of Xerxes, and the notice which he is reported to have taken of the act : 
all this reads like nothing but romance. 

We have to regret (as Plutarch observes, De Malign. Herodot. p. 873) 
that Herodotus tells us so much less about others than about Artemisia; 
but he doubtless heard more about her than about the rest, and perhaps his 
own relatives may have been among her contingent. 

2 Herodot. viii. 95; Plutarch, Aristid. c. 9; JEschyL Pers. 454-470; 
Diodor. xi. 19. 
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after they had collected in their island, as well as could 
be done, the fragments of shipping and the dead bodies­
made ready for a second engagement.1 But they were relieved 
from this necessity by the pusillanimity 2 of the invading 
monarch, in whom the defeat had occasioned a sudden 
revulsion from contemptuous confidence, not only to rage and 
disappointment, but to the extreme of alarm for his own 
personal safety. He was possessed with a feeling of mingled 
wrath and distrust against his naval force, which consisted 
entirely of subject nations-Phcenicians, Egyptians, Kilikians, 
Cyprians, Pamphylians, Ionic Greeks, &c., with a few Persians 
and Medes serving on board, in a capacity probably not well­
suited to them. None of these subjects had any interest in the 
success of the invasion, or any other motive for service except 
fear ; while the sympathies of the Ionic Greeks were even 
decidedly against it. Xerxes now came to suspect the fidelity, 
or undervalue the courage, of all these naval subjects.3 He 
fancied that they could make no resistance to the Greek fleet, 
and dreaded lest the latter should sail forthwith to the Helles­
pont, so as to break down the bridge and intercept his personal 
retreat ; for upon the maintenance of that bridge he conceived 
his own safety to turn, not less than that of his father Darius, 
when retreating from Scythia, upon the preservation of the 
bridge over the Danube.4 Against the Phcenicians, from whom 
he had expected most, his rage broke out in• such fierce threats, 
that they stole away from the fleet in the night, and departed 
homeward.5 Such a capital desertion made future naval 

1 Herodot. viii. 96. 
2 The victories of the Greeks over the Persians were materially aided by 

the personal timidity of Xerxes, and of Darius Codomannus at Issus and 
Arbela (Arrian, ii. II, 6; iii. 14, 3). 

a See this feeling especially in the language of Mardonius to Xerxes 
(Herodot. viii. xoo), as well as in that put into the mouth of Artemisia by 
the historian (viii. 68), which indicates the general conception of the 
historian himself, derived from the various information which reached him. 

4 Herodot. vii. Io. 
5 This important fact is not stated by Herodotus, but it is distinctly 

given in Diodorus, xi. 19. It seems probable enough. 
If the tragedy of Phrynichus, entitled Phomiss<E, had been preserved, we 

should have known more about the position and behaviour of the Phrenician 
contingent in this invasion. It was represented at Athens only three years 
after the battle of Salamis, in B.C. 477 or 476, with Themistokli:s as 
choregus, four years earlier than the Persre of lEschylus, which was 
affirmed by Glaucus to have been ('1Ta.pa.'IT€?rOI~u8a.•) altered from it. The 
Chorus in the Phcenissre consisted of Phcenician women, possibly the 
widows of those Phcenicians whom Xerxes had caused to be beheaded 
after the battle (Herodot, viii. go, as Dr. Blomfield supposes, Prref. ad 
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struggle still more hopeless, and Xerxes, though at first breath­
ing revenge, and talking about a vast mole or bridge to be 
thrown across the strait to Salamis, speedily ended by giving 
orders to the whole fleet to leave Phalerum in the night- · 
not without disembarking, however, the best soldiers who 
served on board.1 They were directed to make straight for 
the Hellespont, and there to guard the bridge against his 
arrival.2 

This resolution was prompted by Mardonius, who saw the 
real terror which beset his master, and read therein sufficient 
evidence of danger to himself. When Xerxes despatched to 
Susa intelligence of his disastrous overthrow, the feeling at 
horne was not simply that of violent grief for the calamity, and 
fear for the personal safety of the monarch : it was further 
embittered by anger against Mardonius, as the instigator of this 
ruinous enterprise. That general knew full well that there was 
no safety for him 3 in returning to Persia with the shame of 
failure on his head. It was better for him to take upon 
himself the chance of subduing Greece, which he had good 
hopes of being yet able to do-and to advise the return of 
Xerxes himself to a safe and easy residence in Asia. Such 
counsel was eminently palatable to the present alarm of the 
monarch, while it opened to Mardonius himself a fresh chance 
not only of safety, but of increased power and glory. Accord­
ingly he began to r'e-assure his master by representing that the 
recent blow was after all not serious-that it had only fallen 
upon the inferior part of his force, and upon worthless foreign 
slaves, like Phrenicians, Egyptians, &c., while the native 
Persian troops yet remained unconquered and unconquerable, 
fully adequate to execute the monarch's revenge upon Hellas­
that Xerxes might now very well retire with t~e bulk of his army, 
.lEsch. Pers. p. ix. ), or only of Phcenicians absent on the expedition. The 
fragments remaining of this tragedy, which gained the prize, are too scanty 
to sustain any conjectures as to its scheme or details (see Welcker, Griech­
ische Tragced. vol. i. p. 26 ; and Droysen, Phrynichos, .lEschylos, und die 
Trilogie, p. 4-6). 

1 Herodot. ix. 32. 
2 Herodot. viii. 97-ro7. Such was the terror of these retreating seamen, 

that they are said to have mistaken the projecting cliffs of Cape Z6stSr 
(about half-way between Pein:eus and Sunium) for ships, and redoubled 
the haste of their flight as if an enemy were after them-a story which we 
can treat as nothing better than silly exaggeration in the Athenian in­
formants of Herodotus. 

Ktl!sias, Pers. c. xxvi. ; Strabo, ix. p. 395; the rwo latter talk about the 
intention to carry a mole across from Attica to Salamis, as if it had been 
conceived before the battle. 

3 Compare Herodot. vii. ro. 
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if he were disposed, and that he (Mardonius) would pledge 
himself to complete the conquest, at the head of 3oo,ooo 
chosen troops. This proposition afforded at the same time 
consolation for the monarch's wounded vanity, and safety for 
his person. His confidential Persians, and Artemisia herself 
on being consulted, approved of the step. The latter had 
acquired his confidence by the dissuasive advice which she had 
given before the recent deplorable engagement, and she had 
every motive now to encourage a proposition indicating solici­
tude for his person, as well as relieving herself from the 
obligation of further service. "If Mardonius desires to remain 
(she remarked contemptuously 1), by all means let him have 
the troops : should he succeed, thou wilt be the gainer; 
should he even perish, the loss of some of thy slaves is trifling, 
so long as thou remainest safe, and thy house in power. 
Thou hast already accomplished the purpose of thy expedition, 
in burning Athens." Xerxes, while adopting this counsel and 
directing the return of his fleet, showed his satisfaction with 
the Halikarnassian queen by entrusting to her some of his 
children, with directions to transport them to Ephesus. 

The Greeks at Salamis learnt with surprise and joy the 
departure of the hostile fleet from the bay of Phalerum, and 
immediately put themselves in pursuit ; following as far as the 
island of Andros without success. Themistokles and the 
Athenians re even said to have been aflxious to push on 
forthwith to the Hellespont, and there break down the bridge 
of boats, in order to prevent the escape of Xerxes-had they 
not been restrained by the caution of Eurybiades and the 
Peloponnesians, who represented that it was dangerous to 
detain the Persian monarch in the heart of Greece. Themi­
stokles readily suffered himself to be persuaded, and contributed 
much to divert his countrymen from the idea; while he at the 
same time sent the faithful Sikinnus a second time to Xerxes, 
with the intimation that he (Themistokles) had restrained the 
impatience of the Greeks to proceed without delay and burn 
the Hellespontine bridge-and that he had thus, from personal 
friendship to the monarch, secured for him a safe retreat.2 

l Herodot. viii. lOl, l02. 

2 Herodot. viii. 109, no; Thucyd. i. 137. The words ~v >fievows 
1rpo<TE1ro<~!J'a-ro may probably be understood in a sense somewhat larger 
than that which they naturally bear in Thucydides. In point of fact-not 
only was it false, that Themistokles was the person who dissuaded the 
Greeks from going to the Hellespont-but it was also false, that the 
Greeks had ever any serious intention of going there. Compare Cornelius 
Nepos, Themistokl. c. 5· 
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Though this is the story related by Herodotus, we can hardly 
believe that with the great Persian land-force in the heart of 
Attica, there could have been any serious idea of so distant an 
operation as that of attacking the bridge at the Hellespont. It 
seems more probable that Themistokles fabricated the inten­
tion, with a view of frightening Xerxes away, as well as of 
establishing a personal claim upon his gratitude in reserve for 
future contingencies. 

Such crafty manceuvres, and long-sighted calculations of 
possibility, seem extraordinary: but the facts are sufficiently 
attested-since Themistokles lived to claim as well as to 
receive fulfilment of the obligation thus conferred. Though 
extraordinary, they will not appear inexplicable, if we reflect, 
first, that the Persian game, even now after the defeat of 
Salamis, was not only not desperate, but might perfectly well 

·have succeeded, if it had been played with reasonable prudence: 
next, that there existed in the mind of this eminent man an 
almost unparalleled combination of splendid patriotism, long­
sighted cunning, and selfish rapacity. Themistokles knew 
better than any one else that the cause of Greece had appeared 
utterly desperate, only a few hours before the late battle : 
moreover, a clever man tainted with such constant guilt might 
naturally calculate on being one day detected and punished, 
even if the Greeks proved successful. · 

He now employed the fleet among the islands of the 
Cyclades, for the purpose of levying fines UJXm them as a punish­
ment for adherence to the ·Persians. He first laid siege to 
Andros, telling the inhabitants that he carne to demand their 
money, bringing with him two great gods-Persuasion and 
Necessity. To which the Andrians replied, that "Athens was 
a great city and blest with excellent gods : but that they were 
miserably poor, and that there were two unkind gods who 
always stayed with them and would never quit the island­
Poverty and Helplessness.1 In these gods the Andrians put their 
trust, refusing to deliver the money required; for the power of 
Athens could never overcome their inability." While the fleet 
was engaged in contending against the Andrians with their sad 
protecting deities, Thernistokles sent round to 'various other cities, 
demanding from them private sums of money on condition of 
securing them from attack. From Karystus, Paras, and other 

1 Herodot. viii. II r. ~ ... el 'Avopious -ye elva• ')'<o>7r<ivas ls ..-a f.d-yur..-a 
lt.v.fucowras, ~tal 6eoVs 8Vo &xp~d-rovs oinc f~eAel-rrEtV lnpE(l)JJ -ri]v vijO'ov, &.AA, alel 
cptll.oXOJPE<w ••• nevi?w n «al 'Ap.11xavinv. · 

Compare Alkreus, Fragm; go, ed. Bergk, and Herodot. vii. 172. 
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places, he thus extorted bribes for himself apart from the other· 
generals,1 but it appears that Andros was found unproductive, 
and after no very long absence the fleet was brought back to 
Salamis.2 

The intimation sent by Themistokles perhaps had the effect 
of hastening the departure of Xerxes, who remained in Attica 
only a few days after the battle of Salamis, and then withdrew 
his army through Bc:eotia into Thessaly, where Mardonius 
made choice of the troops to be retained for his future opera­
tions. He retained all the Persians, Medes, Sakre, Baktrians, 
and Indians, horse as well as foot, together with select detach­
ments of the remaining contingents; making in all, according 
to Herodotus, 3oo,ooo men. But as it was Row the beginning 
of September, and as 6o,ooo out of his forces, under Artabazus, 
were destined to escort Xerxes himself to the Hellespont, 
Mardonius proposed to winter in Thessaly, and to postpone 
further military operations until the ensuing spring.s 

Having left most of these troops under the orders of 
Mardonius in Thessaly, Xerxes marched away with the rest to 
the Hellespont, by the same road as he had taken in his advance 
a few months before. Respecting his retreat a plentiful stock 
of stories were circulated 4-inconsistent with each other, 

1 Herodot. viii. 112 ;·Plutarch, Themistokles, c. 21-who cites a few 
bitter lines from the contemporary poet Timokreon. 

2 Herodot. viii. 112-121. • 
3 Herodot. viii. I 14-126. 
4 The account given by lEschylus of this retiring march appears to me 

exaggerated, and in several points incredible (Persre, 482-513). That 
they suffered greatly during the march from want of provisions, is doubt· 
less true, and that many of them died of hunger. But we must consider 
in deduction-I. That this march took place in the months of October and 
November, therefore not very long after the harvest. 2. That Mardonius 
maintained a large army in Thessaly all the winter and brought them out 
in fighting condition in the spring. 3· That Artabazus also with another 
large division was in military operation in Thrace all the winter, after 
having escorted Xerxes into safety. 

When we consider these facts, it will seem that the statements of 
lEschylus even as to the sufferings by famine must be taken with great 
allowance. But his statement about the passage of the Strymon appears 
to me incredible, and I regret to find myself on this point differing from 
Dr. Thirlwall, who considers it an undoubted fact (Hist. of Greece, ch. xv. 
p. 351, 2nd ed.). "The river had been frozen in the night hard enough 
to bear those who arrived first. But the ice suddenly gave way under the 
morning sun, and numbers perished in the waters"-so Dr. Thirlwall 
states, after lEschylus-adding in a note, "It is a little surprising that 
Herodotus, when he is describing the miseries of the retreat, does not 
notice this disaster, which is so prominent in the narrative of the Persian 
messenger in JEschylus. There can however be no doubt as to the fact: 
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fanciful, and even incredible. Grecian imagination, in the 
contemporary poet JEschylus, as well as in the Latin moralisers 
Seneca or J uvenal, 1 delighted in handling this invasion with 
the maximum of light and shadow ; magnifying the destructive 
misery and humiliation of the retreat so as to form an impres­
sive contrast with the superhuman pride of the advance, and 
illustrating that antithesis with unbounded licence of detail. 
The sufferings from want of provision were doubtless severe, 
and are described as frightful and death-dealing. The maga­
zines stored up for the advancing march had been exhausted, 
so that the retiring army were now forced to seize upon the 
corn of the country through which they passed-an insufficient 
maintenance, eked out by leaves, grass, the bark of trees, and 
other wretched substitutes for food. Plague and dysentery 

and perhaps it may furnish a useful warning, not to Jay too much stress on 
the silence of Herodotus, as a ground for rejecting even important and 
interesting facts which are only mentioned by later writers," &c. 

That a large river such as the Strymon near its mouth (r8o yards broad, 
and in latitude about N. 40• 5o'), at a period which could not have been 
later than the beginning of November, should have been frozen over in one 
night so hardly and firmly as to admit of a portion of the army marching 
over it at daybreak-before the sun became warm-is a statement which 
surely requires a more responsible witness than LEschylus to avouch it. In 
fact, he himself describes it as a "frost out of season" (XE•p.wv' lfwpov) 
brought about by a special interposition of the gods. If he is to be 
believed, none of the ~gitives were saved, except such as were fortunate 
enough to cross the Strymon on the ice during the interval between break 
of day and the sun's heat. One would imagine that there was a pursuing 
enemy on their track, leaving them only a short time for escape; whereas 
in fact, they had no enemy to contend with-nothing but the difficulty of 
finding subsistence. During the advancing march of Xerxes, a bridge of 
boats had been thrown over the Strymon : nor can any reason be given 
why that bridge should not still have been subsisting; Artabazus must 
have recrossed it after he had accompanied the monarch to the Hellespont. 
I will add, that the town and fortress of Eion, which commanded the 
mouth of the Strymon, remained as an important stronghold of the Persians 
some years after this event, and was only captured, after a desperate 
resistance, by the Athenians and their confederates under Kimon. 

The Athenian auditors of the Persre would not criticise nicely the 
historical credibility of that which LEschylus told them about the sufferings 
of their retreating foe, nor his geographical credibility when he placed 
Mount Pangreus on the hither side of the Strymon, to persons marching 
out of Greece (Persre, 494). But I must confess that, to my mind, his 
whole narrative of the retreat bears the stamp of the poet and the religious 
man, not of the historical witness. And my confidence in Herodotus is 
increased when I compare him on this matter with .iEschylus-as well in 
what he says as in what he does not say. 

1 Juvenal, Satir. x. I78-
Ille tamen qualis rediit, Salamine relicta, 
In Caurum atque Eurum solitus srevire fiagellis, &c. 
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aggravated their misery, and occasioned many to be left behind 
among the cities through whose territory the retreat was 
carried ;' strict orders being left by Xerxes that these cities 
should maintain and tend them. After forty-five days' march 
from Attica, he at length found himself at the Hellespont, 
whither his fleet, retreating from Salamis, had arrived long 
before him.1 But the short-lived bridge had already been 
knocked to pieces by a storm, so that the army was trans­
ported on shipboard across to Asia, where it first obtained 
comfort and abundance, and where the change from privation 
to excess engendered new maladies. In the time of Herodotus, 
the citizens of Abdera still showed the gilt scimitar and tiara, 
which Xerxes had presented to them when he halted there in 
his retreat, in token of hospitality and satisfaction. They even 
went the length of affirming that never since his departure 
from Attica had he loosened his girdle until he reached their 
city. So fertile was Grecian fancy in magnifying the terror 
of the repulsed invader ! who re-entered Sardis with a broken 
army and humbled spirit, only eight months after he had left 
it as the presumed conqueror of the western world.2 

Meanwhile the Athenians and Peloponnesians, liberated 
from the immediate presence of the enemy either on land or 
sea, and passing from the extreme of terror to sudden ease and 
security, indulged in the full delight and self-congratulation of 
unexpected victory. On the day before tht! battle, Greece had 
seemed irretrievably lost: she was now saved even against all 
reasonable hope, and the terrific cloud impending over her 
was dispersed.3 At the division of the booty, the lEginetans 
were adjudged to have distinguished themselves most in the 
action, and to be entitled to the choice lot ; while various 
tributes of gratitude were also set apart for the gods. Among 
them were three Phcenician triremes, which were offered in 

1 Herodot. viii. IJO. 
2 See the account of the retreat of Xerxes in Herodotus, viii. II5-120, 

with many stories which he mentions only to reject. The description 
given in the Persre of .l.Eschylus (v. 486, 515, 570) is conceived in the same 
spirit. The strain reaches its loudest pitch in Justin (ii. 13), who tells us 
that Xerxes was obliged to cross the strait in a fishing-boat. "Ipse cum 
paucis Abydon contendit. Ubi cum solutum pontem hibemis tempestatibus 
offendisset, piscatorHt scaphll trepidus trajedt. Erat res spectaculo digna, 
et, restimatione sortis humanre, rerum varietate miranda-in exiguo Ia· 
ten tern videre navigio, quem paulo ante vix requor omne capiebat: carentem 
etiam omni servorum ministerio, cujus exercitus propter multitudinem terris 
graves erant." 

3 Herodot. viii. Iog. t/IJ.flS a<, ·~P"'I!L" -yO.p •vp~Ka!LEV -i}p.las av-robs Kal 
'T~/V 'E.\ll.ci.lla, !L:q /lLWKW/Lfl' /l.v/lpas cJ>fV'}'OV-ras. 
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dedication to Ajax at Salamis, to Athene at Sunium, and to 
Poseidon at the Isthmus of Corinth. Further presents were 
sent to Apollo at Delphi, who, on being asked whether he was 
satisfied, replied that all had done their duty to him except the 
.!Eginetans : from them he required additional munificence on 
account of the prize awarded to them, and they were con­
strained to dedicate in the temple four golden stars upon a 
staff of brass, which Herodotus himself saw there. Next to 
the .!Eginetans, the second place of honour was awarded to 
the Athenians; the .!Eginetan Polykritus, and the Athenians 
Eumenes and Ameinias, being ranked first among the indi­
vidual combatants.1 Respecting the behaviour of Adeimantus 
and the Corinthians in the battle, the Athenians of the time of 
Herodotus drew the most unfavourable picture, representing 
them to have fled at the commencement and to have been 
only brought back by the information that the Greeks were 
gaining the victory. Considering the character of the debates 
which had preceded, and the impatient eagerness manifested 
by the Corinthians to fight at the Isthmus instead of at Salamis, 
some such backwardness on their part, when forced into a 
battle at the latter place, would not be in itself improbable. 
Yet in this case it seems that not only the Corinthians them­
selves, but also the general voice of Greece, contradicted the 
Athenian story, and defended them as having behaved with 
bravery and forwanfness. We must recollect that at the time 
when Herodotus probably collected his information, a bitter 
feeling of hatred prevailed between Athens and Corinth, and 
Aristeus son of Adeimantus was among the most efficient 
enemies of the former. 2 

1 Herodot. viii. 93-122; Diodor. xi. 1.7. 
2 Herodot. viii. 94; Thucyd. i. 42, 103. To cr<f>oopov pi eros from Corinth 

towards Athens. About Aristeus, Thucyd. ii. 67. 
Plutarch (De Herodot. Malignit. p. 870) employs many angry words in 

refuting this Athenian scandal, which the historian himself does not uphold 
as truth. The story advanced by Dio Chrysostom (Or. xxxvii. p. 456), 
that Herodotus asked for a reward from the Corinthians, and on being 
refused, inserted this story into his history for the purpose of being 
revenged upon them, deserves no attention without some reasonable 
evidence : the statement of Diyllus, that he received ten talents from 
the Athenians as a reward for his history, would be much less improbable, 
so far as the fact of pecuniary reward, apart from the magnitude of the 
sum: but this also requires proof. Dio Chrysostom is not satisfied with 
rejecting this tale of the Athenians, but goes the length of affirming that 
the Corinthians carried off the palm of bravery and were the cause of the 
victory. The epigrams of Simonides, which he cites, prove nothing of the 
kind (p. 459). Marcellinus (Vit. Thucyd. p. xvi.) insinuates a charge 
against Herodotus, something like that of Plutarch and Dio. 
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Besides the first and second prizes of valour, the chiefs at 

the Isthmus tried to adjudicate among themselves the first and 
second prizes of skill and wisdom. Each of them deposited 
two names on the altar of Poseidon: and when these votes 
came to be looked at, it was found that each man had voted 
for himself as deserving the first prize, but that Themistokles 
had a large majority of votes for the second.1 The result of 
such voting allowed no man to claim the first prize, nor could 
the chiefs give a second prize without it; so that Themistokles 
was disappointed of his reward, though exalted so much the 
higher, perhaps through that very disappointment, in general 
renown. He went shortly afterwards to Sparta, where he 
received from the Laced~monians honours such as were never 
paid, before nor afterwards, to any foreigner. A crown of 
olive was indeed given to Eurybiades as the first prize, but 
a like crown was at the s~me time conferred on Themistokles 
as a special reward for unparalleled sagacity; together with a 
chariot, the finest which the city afforded. Moreover, on his 
departure, the 300 select youths called Hippeis, who formed 
the active guard and police of the country, all accompanied 
him in a body as escort of honour to the frontiers of Tegea.2 

Such demonstrations were so astonishing, from the haughty 
and immoveable Spartans, that they were ascribed by some 
authors to their fear lest Themistokles should be offended by 
being deprived of the general prize : and ttey are even said to 
have excited the jealousy of the Athenians so much, that he 
was displaced from his place of general, to which Xanthippus 
was nominated.s Neither of these last reports is likely to be 
true, nor is either of them confirmed by Herodotus. The fact 
that Xanthippus became general of the fleet during the ensuing 
year, is in the regular course of Athenian change of officers, 
and implies no peculiar jealousy of Themistokles. 

J Herodot. viii. 123. Plutarch {Themist. c. 17: compare De Herodot. 
Malign. p. 871) states that each, individual chief gave his second vote ta 
Themistokl~s. The more we test Herodotus by comparison with others, 
the more we shall find him free from the exaggerating spirit. 

2 Herodot. viii. 124; Plutarch, Themist. c. 17. 
s Diodor. xi. 27: compare Herodot. viii. 125, and Thucyd. i. 74· 
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CHAPTER XLII 

BATTLES OF PLATJEA AND MYKALE-FINAL REPULSE OF 
THE PERSIANS 

THOUGH the defeat at Salamis deprived the Persians of all 
hope from further maritime attack of Greece, they still antici­
pated success by land from the ensuing campaign of Mar­
donius. Their fleet, after having conveyed the monarch 
himself with his accompanying land-force across the Helles­
pont, retired to winter at Kyme and Samos j in the latter of 
which places large rewards were bestowed upon Theomestor 
and Phylakus, two Samian captains who had distinguished 
themselves in the late engagement. Theomestor was even 
nominated despot of Samos under Persian protection.! Early 
in the spring they were reassembled-to the number of 400 

sail, but without the Phcenicians-at the naval station of 
Samos, intending however only to maintain a watchful guard 
over Ionia, and hardly supposing that the Greek fleet would 
venture to attack them.2 

For a long time, the conduct of that fleet was such as to 
justify such belief in its enemies. Assembled at LEgina in the 
spring, to the num~er of 1 ro ships, under the Spartan king 
Leotychides, it advanced as far as Delos, but not farther east­
ward : nor could all the persuasions of Chian and other Ionian 
envoys, despatched both to the Spartan authorities and to the 
fleet, and promising to revolt from Persia as soon as the 
Grecian fleet should appear, prevail upon Leotychides to 
hazard any aggressive enterprise. Ionia and the eastern 
waters of the LEgean had now been for fifteen years completely 
under the Persians, and so little visited by the Greeks, that a 
voyage thither appeared, especially to the maritime inexperience 
of a Spartan king, like going to the Pillars of Herakles : s not 

1 Herodot. viii. 85. 
2 Herodot. viii. 130; Diodor. xi. 27. 
3 Herodot. viii. IJI, 132: compare Thucyd. iii. 29-32. 
Herodotus says, that the Cbian envoys had great difficulty in inducing 

Leotychides to proceed even as far as Delos-'Tb ")'?.p 1rpa11wTipw 1rav Betvbv 
;)v 'TOLI1t "Ell.l\7J11t, aliT€ 'TWV xwpwv EOVI1L Ep.ozrelpow•, <T'Tpct'Ttlis ... 11'd.VTct 11'Afct 
E8&1<e~ elvat• .,.~v 8e ;;;&p.ov i1rurrtaTo B&~y ~<ctl 'Hpa~<:ll.tas 11T-I,:II.as tt1ov ,a1rtxew. 

Thts last expression of Herodotus has been erroneously interpreted by 
some of the commentators as if it were a measure of the geograJ?.hical 
ignorance, either of Herodotus himself, or of those whom he is descnbing. 
In my judgement, no inferences of this kind ought to be founded upon it: 
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less venturesome than the same voyage appeared, fifty-two 
years afterwards, to the Lacedremonian admiral Alkidas, when 
he first hazarded his fleet amidst the preserved waters of the 
Athenian empire. 

Meanwhile the hurried and disastrous retreat of Xerxes had 
produced less disaffection among his subjects. and allies than 
might have been anticipated. Alexander king of Macedon, 
the Thessalian Aleuadre, 1 and the Breotian leaders, still re­
mained in hearty co-operation with Mardonius: nor were there 
any, except the Phokians, whose fidelity to him appeared 
questionable, among all the Greeks northwest of the boundaries 
of Attica and Megaris. It was only in the Chalkidic peninsula, 
that any actual revolt occurred. Potidcea, situated on the 
Isthmus of Pallene, as well as the neighbouring towns in the 
long tongue of Pallene, declared themselves independent : and 
the neighbouring town of Olynthus, occupied by the semi­
Grecian tribe of Botticeans, was on the point of following their 
example. The Persian general Artabazus, on his return from 
escorting Xerxes to the Hellespont, undertook the reduction of 
these towns, and succeeded perfectly with Olynthus. He took 
the town, slew all the inhabitants, and handed it over to .a 
fresh population, consisting of Chalkidic Greeks under Krito­
bulus of Torone. It was in this manner that Olynthus, after­
wards a city of so much consequence and interest, first became 
Grecian and Chalkidic. But Artabazus• was not equally 
successful in the siege of Potidrea, the defence of which was 
aided by citizens from the other towns in Pallene. A plot 
which he concerted with Timoxenus, commander of the 
Skionrean auxiliaries in the town, became accidentally dis­
closed : a considerable body of his troops perished while 
attempting to pass at low tide under the walls of the city, 
which were built across the entire breadth of the narrow t 
isthmus joining the Pallencean peninsula to the mainland : a,.nd 
after three months of blockade, he was forced to renounce the 
enterprise, withdrawing his troops to rejoin Mardonius in 
Thessaly.2 

Mardonius, before he put himself in motion for the spring 

it marks fear of an enemy's country which they had not been accustomed 
to visit, and where tl1ey could not calculate the risk beforehand-rather 
than any serious comparison between one distance and another. Speaking 
of our forefathers, such of them as were little used to the sea, we might 
say-" A voyage to Bordeaux or Lisbon seemed to them as distant as a 
voyage to the Indies,"-by which we should merely affirm something as to 
their state of feeling, not as to their geographical knowledge. 

l Herodot. ix. I, 2, 67; viii. 136. 2 Herodot. viii. 128, 129. 
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campaign, thought it advisable to consult the Grecian oracles, 
especially those within the limits of Bceotia and Phokis. He 
sent a Karian named Mys, familiar with the Greek as well 
as the Karian language, to consult Trophonius at Lebadeia, 
Amphiaraus and the Ismenian Apollo at Thebes, Apollo at 
Mount Ptoon near Aknephire, and Apollo at the Phokian Abre. 
This step was probably intended as a sort of ostentatious 
respect towards the religious feelings of allies upon whom he 
was now very much dependent. But neither the questions 
put, nor the answers given, were made public. The only 
remarkable fact which Herodotus had heard, was, that the 
priest of the Ptoian Apollo delivered his answer in Karian, or 
at least in a language intelligible to no person present except 
the Karian Mys himself.l It appears however that at this 
period, when Mardonius was seeking to strengthen himself by 
oracles, and laying his plans for establishing a separate peace 
and alliance with Athens against the Peloponnesians, some 
persons in his interest circulated predictions, that the day was 
approaching when the Persians and the Athenians jointly 
would expel the Dorians from Peloponnesus. 2 The way was 
thus paved for him to send an envoy to Athens-Alexander 
ki'ng of Macedon; who was instructed to make the most 
seductive offers-to .promise reparation of all the damage done 
in Attica, as well as the active future friendship of the Great 
King-and to hold ~ut to the Athenians a large acquisition of 
new territory as the price of their consent to form with him 
an equal and independent alliance. 3 The Macedonian prince 
added warm expressions of his own interest in the welfare of 

1 Herodot. viii. IJ4, I 35 ; Pausanias, ix. 24, 3· 
• 2 Herodot. viii. 141. ll.cuc<oacp.6vwc o€, •.• avap.v7]rt8evTES TWV A.o..,lwv, 

C,s rnf>eas xpe&v ~<TT< IL~-ta TOL<TC ltA.A.Ot(J"l AwplEV<TC' ~t<'lrl"lrTElV ~I( Tie:>..o1rovv-i}rrov 
{,,.b \I'IMwv TE t<al 'AII7]valwv, t<dpTa TE l8eutav 1-1h 6p.oA.o"Y-h<fw<fc Tcf Tiep<fp 
'AII7J(ai'oc, &c. 

SJch oracles must have been generated by the hopes of the medising 
party in Greece at this particular moment : there is no other point of time 
to which they could be at all adapted-no other, in which expulsion of all 
the Dorians from Peloponnesus, by united Persians and Athenians, could 
be even dreamt of. The Lacedremonians are indeed said here "to c!lll to 
mind the prophecies,"-as if these latter were old, and not now produced 
for the first time. But we must recollect that a fabricator of prophecies, 
such as Onomakritus, would in all probability at once circulate them as 
old ; that is, as forming part of some old collection like that of Bakis or 
Musreus. And Herodotus doubtless himself believed them to be old, so 
that he would naturally give credit to the Lacedremonians for the same 
knowledge, and suppose them to be alarmed by "calling these prophecies 
to mind." 

3 Herodot. ix. 7· 
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the Athenians, recommending them as a sincere friend to 
embrace propositions so advantageous as well as so honourable: 
especially as the Persian power must in the end prove too 
much for them, and Attica lay exposed to Mardonius and his 
Grecian allies, without being covered by any common defence 
as Peloponnesus was protected by its Isthmus.l 

This offer, despatched in the spring, found the Athenians 
re-established ~\olly or partially in their half-ruined city. A 
simple tender of mercy and tolerable treatment, if despatched 
by Xerxes from Thermopyla! the year before, might perhaps 
have gone far to detach them from the cause of Hellas: and 
even at the present moment, though the pressure of over· 
whelming terror had disappeared, there w.ere many induce­
ments for them to accede to the proposition of Mardonius. 
The alliance of Athens would ensure to the Persian general 
unquestionable predominance in Greece, and to Athens herself 
protection from further ravage as well as the advantage of 
playing a winning game: while his force, his position, and his 
alliances, even as they then stood, threatened a desolating and 
doubtful war, of which Attica would bear the chief brunt. 
Moreover the Athenians were at this time suffering privations 
of the severest character; for not only did their ruined houses 
and temples require to be restored, but they had lost the 
harvest of the past summer together with the seed of the past 
autumn.2 The prudential view of the cail'e being thus favour· 
able to Mardonius rather than otherwise, and especially 
strengthened by the distress which reigned at Athens, the 
Laceda!monians were so much afraid lest Alexander should 
carry his point, that they sent envoys to. dissuade the Athenians 
from listening to him, as well as to tender succour during the 
existing poverty of the city. After having heard both parties, 
the Athenians delivered their reply in terms of solemn and 
dignified resolution, which their descendants delighted in 
repeating. To Alexander they said: "Cast not in ·our teeth 
that the power of the Persian is many times greater than ours : 
we too know that, as well as thou : -but we nevertheless love 
freedom well enough to resist him in the best manner we"can. 

1 Herodot. viii. 142. 
2 Herodot. viii. 142. TI••(•v!L~voun JLJv-rot fJJLZv rrvvax8&JLe8a. (say the 

Spartan envoys to the Athenians), tcal 8n tcap1rwv lrrTepM7Jn o<~wv 1/on, tcal 
g'T, olt<otp86p"l)rr8e xp&vov 1)5"1) 1I"O!I.71.6v. Seeing that this is spoken before the J 
invasion of Mardonius, the loss· of two crops must include the seed of the \ 
preceding autumn : and the advice of Themistokl~s to his countrymen- I 
~ec:d 'TlS olKh}V Tf Uva1rAao-&.uOw, 1ea.l a"rr&pov &.va~eWs ~X~TOJ (viii. 109)-must 
have been found impracticable in most cases to carry into effect. 
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Attempt not the vain task of talking us over into alliance with 
him. Tell Mardonius that as long as the sun shall continue 
in his present path, we will never contract alliance with Xerxes: 
we will encounter him in our own defence, putting our trust in 
the aid of those gods and heroes to whom h.e has shown no 
reverence, and whose houses and statues he has burnt. Come 
thou not to us again with similar propositions, nor persuade us 
even in the spirit of good-will, into unholy proceedings: thou 
art the guest and friend of Athens, and we would not that 
thou shouldst suffer injury at our hands." 1 

To the Spartans, the reply of the Athenians was of a similar 
decisive tenor; protesting their unconquerable devotion to the 
common cause and liberties of Hellas, and promising that no 
conceivable temptations, either of money or territory, should 
induce them to desert the ties of brotherhood, common 
language, and religion. So long as a single Athenian survived, 
no alliance should ever be made with Xerxes. They then 
thanked the Spartans for offering them aid during the present 
privations: but while declining such offers, they reminded 
them that Mardonius, when apprised that his propositions were 
refused, would probably advance immediately, and they there­
fore earnestly desired the presence of a Peloponnesian army in 
Bceotia to assist in the defence of Attica.2 The Spartan 
envoys, promising fulfilment of this request,3 and satisfied to 
have ascertained th~ sentiments of Athens, departed. 

Such unshaken fidelity on the part of the Athenians to the 
general cause of Greece, in spite of present suffering combined 
with seductive offers for the future, was the just admiration of 
their descendants and the frequent theme of applause by their 
orators.4 But among the contemporary Greeks it was hailed 

1 Lykurgus the Athenian orator, in alluding to this incident a century 
and a half afterwards, represents the Athenians as having been "on the 
paint of stoning Alexander"-,wKpou liei'v Ka-rt!ii.Euo-av (Lykurg. cant. 
Leakrat. c. 17, p. r86)-ane among many specimens of the careless 
manner in which these orators deal with past history. 

~ Herodot. viii.·q3, r44; Plutarch, Aristeides, c. ro. According to 
Plutarch, it was Aristeides who proposed and prepared the reply to be 
delivered. But here as elsewhere, the loose, exaggerating style of Plutarch 
contrasts unfavourably with the simplicity and directness of Herodott:s. 

s H erodot. ix. 7· fJ'UIIfJE!J.EVOl Of "~-"'" TOV n<pfJ'7JV ilv-ruf.•<rEfJ'Oal h TlJl' 
BoiW'Tl'fJV, &c. 

Diodorus gives the account of this embassy to Athens substantially in 
the same manner, coupling it however with some erroneous motives 
(xi. 28). 

,4 Her9dot. i~. 7. l';<cr'T&!J.evol ,.. g.,., ~<<pliaii.EC:,,..p&v ~ern O!J.O'A.oyiHv 'Trj) 
ilEpcTTJ fW.)\.i\.ov >/ 7rOii.EJJ.H<V, &c. 
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only as a relief from danger, and repaid by a selfish and un­
generous neglect. The same feeling of indifference towards all 
Greeks outside of their own isthmus, which had so deeply en­
dangered the march of affairs before the battle of Salamis, now 
manifested itself a second time among the Spartans and 
Peloponnesians. The wall across the Isthmus, which they 
had been so busy in constructing and on which they had 
relied for protection against the land-force of Xerxes, had been 
intermitted and left unfinished when he retired : but it was 
resumed as soon as the forward march of Mardonius was 
anticipated. It was however still unfinished at the time of the 
embassy of the Macedonian prince to Athens, and this in­
complete condition of their special defence was one reason of 

. their alarm lest the Athenians should accept the terms pro­
·posed. That danger being for the time averted, they redoubled 
their exertions at the Isthmus, so that the wall was speedily 
brought into an adequate state of defence and the battlements 
along the summit were in course of being constructed. Thus 
safe behind their own bulwark, they thought nothing more of 
their promise to join the Athenians in Breotia and to assist in 
defending Attica against Mardonius. Indeed their king Kleom­
brotus, who commanded the force at the Isthmus, was so 
terrified by an obscuration of the sun at the moment when he 
was sacrificing to ascertain the inclinations of the gods in 
reference to the coming war, that he even ~ought it necessary 
to retreat with the main force to Sparta, where . he soon after 
died.l Besides these two reasons-indifference and unfavour­
able omens-which restrained the Spartans from aiding Attica, 
there was also a third: they were engaged in celebrating the 
festival of the Hyakinthia, and it was their paramount object 
(says the historian) 2 to fulfil "the exigencies of the god." As 
the Olympia and the Karneia in the preceding year, so now 
did the Hyakinthia, prevail over the necessities of defence, 

The orators are not always satisfied with giving to Athens the credit 
which she really deserved : they venture to represent the Athenians as 
having refused these brilliant offers from Xerxes on his first invasion, 
instead of from Mardonius in the ensuing summer. Xerxes never made 
an; offers to them. See Isokrates, Or. iv. Panegyric, c. 27, p. 61. 

Herodot. ix. 10. 
2 Herodot. ix. 7· Ol "YttP Acuc<Oatp.OPtol Zpro.(&v ... 'TOVTOP TIJII xpovov !<al 

O'cf>t ?iv ''l'al<ivO•o.· 'lr<pl 'Jrl\.dO'TOV o' ?hov ,.a, roil 8•oii 'lrOpO'UPfiP' ilp.a /j~ TO 
reix&s O'cf>• TO ~p rrji 'IO'Op.rji hdxeov, !<al 1)37) brdli.~EtS Jll.dp.fJav<. 

Nearly a century after this, we are told that it was always the practice 
for the Amykhean hoplites to go home for the celebration of the Hyakin­
thia, on whatever expedition they might happen to be employed (Xenoph. 
Hellen. iv, 5, II). · 
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putting out of sight both the duties of fidelity towards an 
exposed ally, and the bond of an express promise. 

Meanwhile Mardonius, informed of the unfavourable 
reception which his proposals had received at Athens, put his 
army in motion forthwith from Thessaly, joined by all his 
Grecian auxiliaries, and by fresh troops from Thrace and 
Macedonia. As he marched through Bceotia, the Thebans, 
who heartily espoused his cause, endeavoured to dissuade him 
from further military operations against the united force of his 
enemies-urging him to try the efficacy of bribes, presented to 
the leading men in the different cities, for the purpose of 
disuniting them. But Mardonius, eager to repossess himself 
of Attica, heeded not their advice. About ten months after 
the retreat of Xerxes, he entered the country without resistance, 
and again established the ,Persian head-quarters in Athens 
(May or June-479 B.c.).1 

Before he arrived, the Athenians had again removed to 
Salamis, under feelings of bitter disappointment and indigna­
tion. They had in vain awaited the fulfilment of the Spartan 
promise that a Peloponnesian army should join them in Bceotia 
for the defence of their frontier; at length, being unable to 
make head against the enemy alone, they found themselves 
compelled to transport their families across to Salamis.2 The 
migration was far less terrible than that of the preceding 
summer, since Ma~donius had no fleet to harass them. But 
it was more gratuitous, and might have been obviated had the 
Spartans executed their covenant, which would have brought 
about the battle of Platrea two months earlier than it actually 
was fought. 

Mardonius, though master of Athens, was so anxious to 
conciliate the Athenians, that he at first abstained from 
damaging either the city or the country, and despatched a 
second envoy to Salamis to repeat the offers made through 
Alexander of Macedon. He thought that they might now be 
listened to, since he could offer the exemption of Attica from 
ravage, as an additional temptation. Murychides, a Relies­
pontine Greek, was sent to renew these propositions to the 
Athenian senate at Salamis ; but he experienced a refusal, not 
less resolute than what had been returned to Alexander of 
Macedon, and all but unanimous. One unfortunate senator, 

l Diodor. xi. 28 ; Herodot. ix. 2, 3, r7. ol ,.~, II.A.A.o• .,.J.v-res 1rapeixov 
a,TpaT:tJv Kal 11tJVEI1~/3aA.ov ~. 'Aa1was 811o1 11"Efl ~p.ljll<(OII 'EA.A..f)vwv Tiilll 'I"U.OTp 
o<K'Ijp.<vwv, &c. 

ll Herodot. ix. 4· 
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Lykidas, made an exception to this unanimity, venturing to 
recommend acceptance of the propositions of Murychides. So 
furious was the wrath, or so strong the suspicion of corruption, 
which his single-voiced negative provoked, that senators and 
people both combined to stone him to death ; while the 
Athenian women in Salamis, hearing what had passed, went of 
their own accord to the house of Lykidas, and stoned to death 
his wife and children. In the desperate pitch of resolution to 
which the Athenians were now wound up, an opponent passed 
for a traitor; unanimity, even though extorted by terror, was 
essential to their feelings.! Murychides, though his propositions 
were refused, was dismissed without injury. 

While the Athenians thus gave renewed proofs of their 
stedfast attachment to the cause of Hellas, they at the same 
time sent envoys, conjointly with Megara and Plat<ea, to 
remonstrate with the Spartans on their backwardness and 
breach of faith, and to invoke them even thus late to come 
forth at once and meet Mardonius in Attica; not omitting to 
intimate, that if they were thus deserted, it would become 
imperatively necessary for them, against their will, to make 
terms with the enemy. So careless, however, were the Spartan 
Ephors respecting Attica and the Megarid, that they postponed 
giving an answer to these envoys for ten successive days, while 
in the meantime they pressed with all their efforts the com­
pletion of the Isthmic fortifications. An~ after having thus 
amused the envoys as long as they could, they would have 
dismissed them at last with a negative answer-such was their 
fear of adventuring beyond the Isthmus-had not a Tegean 

1 Herodot. ix. 5· I dare not reject this story about Lykidas (see 
Lykurgus cont. Leokrat. c. 30, p. 222), though other authors recount the 
same incident as having happened to a person named Kyrsilus, during the 
preceding year, when the Athenians quitted Athens; see Demosthen. de 
Corona, p. 296, c. 59; and Cicero de Officiis, iii. II. That two such acts 
were perpetrated by the Athenians is noway probable: and if we are to 
choose between the two, the story of Herodotus is far the more probable. 
In the migration of the preceding year, we know that a certain number of 
Athenians actually did stay behind in the acropolis, and Kyrsilus might 
have been among them, if he had chosen. Moreover Xerxes held out no 
offers, and gave occasion to no deliberation: while the offers of Mardonius 
might really appear to a well-minded citizen deserving of attention. 

Isokrates (Or. iv. Panegyric. s. 184, c. 42) states that the Athenians con­
demned many persons to death for m&dism (in allusion doubtless to The­
mistokles as one), but he adds-" even now they imprecate curses on any 
citizen who enters into amicable negotiation with the Persians "-lv li€ Tols 
(fVAAO"fOlS ~Tt /(Q.l viiv llpi<s 1r0t9VV'Tttt, Et TIS ~7rl/(1JPUf(EVETQ.I n~p(ftttS TOJV 

1roll.tTfiw. This must have been an ancient custom, continued after it had 
peased ~o be pertinent or appropriate. 
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named Chileos, whom they much esteemed and to whom they 
corrmunicated the application, reminded them that no fortifi­
cations at the Isthmus would suffice for the defence of Pelo­
ponnesus, if the Athenians became allied with Mardonius, and 
thus laid the peninsu.la open by sea. 

The strong opinion of this respected Tegean, proved to the 
Ephors that their selfish policy would not be seconded by 
their chief Peloponnesian allies ; and brought to their attention, 
probably for the first time, that danger by sea might again be 
renewed, though the Persian fleet had been beaten in the 
preceding year, and was now at a distance from Greece. It 
changed their resolution, not less completely than suddenly ; 
so that they despatched forthwith in the night sooo Spartan 
citizens to the Isthmus-each man with seven Helots attached 
to him. And when the Athenian envoys, ignorant of this 
sudden change of policy, came on the next day to give per­
emptory notice that Athens would no longer endure such 
treacherous betrayal, but would forthwith take measures for 
her own security and separate pacification-the Ephors affirmed 
on their oath that the troops were already on their march, and 
were probably by this time out of the Spartan territory.! Con­
sidering that this step was an expiation, imperfect, tardy, and 
reluctant, for foregoing desertion and breach of promise-the 
Ephors may probably have thought that the mystery of the 
night march, and tl-.:: sudden communication of it as an actual 
fact to the envoys, in the way of reply, would impress more 
emphatically the minds of the latter; who returned with the 
welcome tidings to Salamis, and prepared their countrymen 
for speedy action. Five thousand Spartan citizens, each with 

1 Herodot. ix. 10, II ; Plutarch, Aristeid~s, c. 10. Plutarch had read a 
decree ascribed to Aristeid~s, in which Kim on, Xanthippus, and MyrBnid~s, 
were named envoys to Sparta. But it is impossible that Xanthippus could 
have taken part in th~ embassy, seeing that he was now in command of the 
fleet. 

Probably the Helots must have followed: one hardly sees how so great 
a number could have been all suddenly collected, and marched off in one 
night, no preparations having been made beforehand. 

Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. ch. xvi. p. 366) suspects the correctness of the 
narrative of Herodotus, on grounds which do not appear to me convincing. 
It >eems to me that, after all, the literal narrative is more probable than 
anything which we can substitute in its place. The Spartan foreign policy 
all dtpended on the five Ephors: there was no public discussion or criti­
cism. Now the conduct of these Ephors is consistent and intelligible­
though selfish, narrow-minded, and insensible to any dangers except 
what are pre~ent and obvious. Nor can I think (with Dr. Thirlwall) that 
tile manner of commuuication ultimately adopted is of the nature of 
a jest, 
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seven light-armed Helots as attendants, were thus on their 
march to the theatre of war. Throughout the whole course of 
Grecian history, we never hear of any number of Spartan 
citizens at all approaching to sooo being put on foreign service 
at the same time. But this was not· all: sooo Laceda!monian 
Periceki, each with one light-armed Helot to attend him, were 
also despatched to the Isthmus, to take part in the same 
struggle. Such unparalleled efforts afford sufficient measure of 
the alarm which, though late yet real, now reigned at Sparta. 
Other Peloponnesian cities followed the example, and a large 
army was thus collected under the Spartan Pausanias. 

It appears that Mardonius was at this moment in secret 
correspondence with the Argeians, who, though professing 
neutrality, are said to have promised him that they would 
arrest the march of the Spartans beyond their own borders.1 

If they ever made such a promise, the suddenness of the march, 
as well as the greatness of the force, prevented them from 
fulfilling it, and may perhaps have been so intended by the 
Ephors, under the apprehension that resistance might possibly 
be offered by the Argeians. At any rate, the latter were 
forced to content themselves with apprising Mardonius 
instantly of the fact, through their swiftest courier. It deter­
mined that general to evacuate Attica, and to carry on the war 
in Bceotia-a country in every way more favourable to him. 
He had for some time refrained from comfllitting devastations 
in or round Athens, hoping that the Athenians might be induced 
to listen to his propositions; but the last days of his stay were 
employed in burning and destroying whatever had been spared 
by the host of Xerxes ·during the preceding summer. After a 
fruitless attempt to surprise a body of Iooo Lacedremonians 
which had been detached for the protection of Megara, 2 he 
withdrew all his army into Breotia, not taking either the straight 
road to Platrea through Eleutherre, or to Thebes through 
Phyle, both which roads were mountainous and inconvenient 
for cavalry, but marching in the north-easterly direction to 
Dekeleia, where he was met by some guides from the adjoin­
ing regions near the river Asopus, and conducted through the 
deme of Sphendaleis to Tanagra. He thus found himself, 
after a route longer but easier, in Bceotia on the plain of the 
Asopus; along which river he next day marched westward to 

1 Herodot. ix. 12. 
' There were stories current at Megara, even in the time of Pausanias, 

respecting some of these Persians, who were said to have been brought to 
destruction by the intervention of Artemis (Pausan. i. 40, 2). 
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Sk6lus, a town in the territory of Thebes seemingly near to 
that of Platcea.1 He then took up a position not far off, in the 
plain on the left bank of the As~pus : his left wing over against 
Erythrce, his centre over against Hysire, and his right in the 
territory of Plat;;ea: and he employed his army in con­
structing forthwith a fortified camp 2 of ten furlongs square, 
defended by wooden walls and towers, cut from trees in the 
Theban territory. 

Mardonius found himself thus with his numerous army, in a 
plain favourable for cavalry; with a camp more or less de­
fensible,-the fortified city of Thebes 3 in his rear,-and a 
considerable stock of provisions as well as a friendly region 
behind him from whence to draw more. Few among his army, 
however, were either hearty in the cause or confident of 
success : ' even the native Persians had been disheartened by 
the flight of the monarch the year before, and were full of 
melancholy auguries. 

A splendid banquet to which the Theban leader Attaginus 
invited Mardonius along with fifty Persian and fifty Theban 
or Bceotian guests, exhibited proofs of this depressed feeling, 
which were afterwards recounted to Herodotus himself by one 
of the guests present-an Orchomenian citizen of note named 
Thersander. The banquet being so arranged that each couch 
was occupied by one Persian and one Theban, this man was 
accosted in Greek i:Jy his Persian neighbour, who inquired to 
what city he belonged; and upon learning that he was an 

1 Herodot. ix. IS. The situation of the ,ot\ttic deme Sphendal~ or Sphen­
daleis seems not certainly known (Ross, Uber die Demen von Attika, p. 
138); but Colonel Leake and Mr. Finlay think that it stood "near Aio 
Merkurio, which now gives name to th<" pass leading from Dekelia through 
the ridges of Parnes into the extremity of the Tanagrian plain, at a place 
called Malakasa." (Leake, Athens and the Demi of Attica, vol. ii. sect. iv. 
P· 123.) 

Mr. Finlay (Oropus and Diakria, p. 38) says that "Malakasa is the only 
place on this road where a considerable body of cavalry could conveniently 
halt." 

It appears that the Bceotians from the neighbourhood of the As6pus were 
necessary as guides for this road. Perhaps even the territory of Orllpus was 
at this time still a part of Bceotia: we do not certainly know at what period 
it was first conquered by the Athenians. 

The combats between Athenians and Bceotians will be found to take 
place most frequently in this south-eastern region of Bceotia,-Tanagra, 
<Enophyta, Delium, &c. 

2 Herodot. ix. I 5· 
s The strong town of Thebes was of much service to him (Thucyd. 

i. 90). 
~ Herodot. ix. 401 45, 67 ; Plutarch, Aristeid~s, c. r8. 
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Orchomenian,1 continued thus: "Since thou hast now par­
taken with me in the same table and cup, I desire to leave 
with thee some memorial of my convictions ; the rather in 
order that thou mayest be thyself forewarned so as to take the 
best counsel for thine own safety. Seest thou these Persians 
here feasting, and the army which we left yonder encamped 
near the river? Yet a little while, and out of all these, thou 
shalt behold but few surviving." Thersander listened to these 
words with astonishment, spoken as they were with strong 
emotion and a flood of tears, and replied-" Surely thou art 
bound to reveal this to Mardonius, and ·to his confidential 
advisers:" but the Persian rejoined-" My friend, man cannot 
avert that which God hath decreed to come: no one will believe 
the revelation, sure though it be. Many of us Persians know 
this well, and are here serving only under the bond of necessity. 
And truly this is the most hateful of all human sufferings-to 
be full of knowledge and at the same time to have no power 
over any result." 2-" This (observes Herodotus) I heard myself 
from the Orchomenian Thersander, who told me further that 
he mentioned the fact to several persons about him, even before 
the battle of Platrea." It is certainly one of the most curious 
revelations in the whole history; not merely as it brings 
forward the historian in his own personality, communicating 
with a personal friend of the The ban leaders, and thus provided 
with good means of information as to the ~neral events of the 
campaign-but also as it discloses to us, on testimony not to 
be suspected, the real temper of the native Persians, and even 
of the chief men among them. If so many of these chiefs 
were not merely apathetic, but despondent, in the cause, much 
more decided would be the same absence of will and hope in 
their followers and the subject allies. To follow the monarch 

1 Herodot. ix. 16. Thersander, though an Orchomenian, passes as a 
Theban-n~pu71v .,.. Kc.l !i'>1){3a.'iov lv Kil.lvy eKcfu,.p-a proof of the intimate 
connexion between Thebes and Orchomenus at this time, which is further 
illustrated by Pindar, Isthm. i. 51 (compare the Scholia ttd Joe. and at the 
beginning of the Ode), respecting the Theban family of Herodotus and 
Asilpodl\rus. The ancient u•ythical feud appears to have gone to sleep, 
but a deadly hatred will be found to grow up in later times between these 
two towns. 

2 Herodot. ix. 16, 17. The last observation here quoted is striking and 
emphatic-ixBluT?) 3~ .louv1) iuTl, Twv lv 6.v6pC:,,.,.,., .. 8T7), weii.A.~ </>pov~ovTa. 
p.1)o~vos Kpct.'Tf€111. It will have to be more carefully considered at a later 
period of this history, when we come to touch upon the scientific life of the 
Greeks, and upon the philosophy of happiness and duty as conceived by 
Aristotle. If carried fully out, this position is the direct negative of what 
Aristotle lays down in his Ethics as to the superior happiness of the fJior 
6<wp1)'1"<t<OS or life of scientific observation and reiiection. 
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in his overwhelming march of the preceding year, was gratify­
ing in many ways to the native Persians: but every man was 
sick of the enterprise as now cut down under Mardonius : and 
Artabazus, the second in command, was not merely slack, but 
jealous of his superior.1 Under such circumstances we shall 
presently not be surprised to find the whole army disappearing 
forthwith, the moment Mardonius is slain. 

Among the Grecian allies of Mardonius, the Thebans and 
Bceotians were active and zealous, most of the remainder luke­
warm, and the Phokians even of doubtful fidelity. Their con­
tingent of rooo hoplites, under Harmokydes, had been tardy 
in joining him, having only come up since he retired from 
Attica into Bceotia : and some of the Phokians even remained 
behind in the neighbourhood of Pamassus, prosecuting mani­
fest hostilities against the Persians. Aware of the feeling 
among this contingent, which the Thessalians took care to 
place before him in an unfavourable point of view, Mardonius 
determined to impress upon them a lesson of intimidation. 
Causing them to form in a separate body on the plain, he 
brought up his numerous cavalry all around them ; while the 
Pheme, or sudden simultaneous impression, ran through the 
Greek allies as well as the Phokians themselves, that he was 
about to shoot them down. 2 The general Harmokydes, 
directing his men to form a square and close their ranks, 
addressed to them ~ort exhortations to sell their lives dearly, 
and to behave like brave Greeks against barbarian assassins­
when the cavalry rode up apparently to the charge, and 
advanced close to the square, with uplifted javelins and arrows 
on the string, some few of which were even actually discharged. 
The Phokians maintained, as enjoined, steady ranks with a 
firm countenance, and the cavalry wheeled about without any 
actual attack or damage. After this mysterious demonstration, 
Mardonius condescended to compliment the Phokians on their 
courage, and to assure them by means of a herald that he had 
been greatly misinformed respecting them. He at the same 
time exhorted them to be faithful and forward in service for 
the future, and promised that all good behaviour should be 
amply recompensed. Herodotus seems uncertain,-difficult 

1 Herodot. ix. 66. 
2 Herodot. ix. !7. a .. ~i)Me rp-f}p:q, ws /fU.'Ta/WV'T!<t urplas. Respecting 

if>~p:q, see a note a little farther on, at the battle of Mykale, in this same 
chapter. 

Compare the case of the Delians at Adramyltium, surrounded and slain 
with missile; by the Persian satrap, though not his enemies-7r<ptrrr~rras 
roils eu.urou KaT7JI«ivrt<re (Thucyd. viii. 108). , 

K 2 
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as the supposition is to entertain,-whether Mardonius did not 
really intend at first to massacre the Phokians in the fteld, and 
desisted from the intention only on seeing how much blood it 
would cost to accomplish. However this may be, the scene 
itself was a remarkable reality, and presented one among 
many other proofs of the lukewarmness and suspicious fidelity 
of the army.l 

Conformably to the suggestion of the Thebans, the liberties 
of Greece were now to be disputed in Bceotia : and not only 
had the position of Mardonius already been taken, but his 
camp also fortified, before the united Grecian army approached 
Kithreron in its forward march from the Isthmus. After the 
full force of the Lacedremonians had reached the Isthmus, 
they had to await the arrival of their Peloponnesian and other 
confederates. The hoplites who joined them were as follows : 
from Tegea, 1500; from Corinth, sooo, besides a small body 
of 300 from the Corinthian colony of Potidrea; from the 
Arcadian Orchomenus, 6oo ; from Sikyon, sooo ; from 
Epidaurus, 8oo; from Trcezen, Iooo; from Lepreon, 200; 

from Mykenre and Tiryns, 400; from Phlius, IOoo; from 
Hermione, 300; from Eretria and Styra, 6oo; from Chalkis, 
400 ; from Ambrakia, soo; from Leukas and Anaktorium, 
8oo; from Pale in Kephallenia, 200; from JEgina, soo. On 
marching from the Isthmus to Megara, they took up 3ooo 
Megarian hop lites ; and as soon as they •reached Eleusis in 
their forward progress, the army was completed by the junction 
of 8ooo Athenian hoplites, and 6oo Platrean, under Aristeides, 
who passed over from Salamis.2 The total force of hoplites or 

1 Olm: txoo &.-rpeK~WS e1?re7v) odre ei .J}i\Oov p.fp a7roAfoJI7ES 7obs rJ>UlJ!Ias, Beq .. 
8~wrwv Twv ®E<T<TaA.wv, &c. (Herodot. ix. 18). 

This confession of uncertainty as to motives and plans, distinguishing 
between them and the visible facts which he is describing, is not without 
imfortance as strengthening our confidence in the historian. 

Compare this list of Herodotus with the enumeration which Pausanias 
read inscribed on the statue of Zeus, erected at Olympia by the Greeks who 
took part in the battle of Platrea (Pausan. v. 23, I). 

Pausanias found inscribed all the names here indicated by Herodotus, 
except the Pal&s of Kephallenia ; and he found in addition the Eleians, 
Reans, Rytlwians, Tenians, Naxians, and Melians. The five last names 
are islanders in the JEgean : their contingents sent to Platrea must at all 
events have been very small, and it is surprising to bear that they sent any 
-especially when we recollect that there was a Greek fleet at this moment 
on service, to which it would be natural that they should join themselves in 
preference to land -service. 

With respect to the name of the Eleians, the suspicion of Brondstedt 
is plausible, that Pausanias may have mistaken the name of the Pales of 
Rephallenia for theirs, and may have fancied that he read UAAEIOI when 
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heavy-armed troops was thus 38, 7oo men. There were no 
cavalry, and but very few bowmen-but if we add those who 
are called light-armed or unarmed generally, some perhaps 
with javelins or swords, but none with any defensive armour­
the grand total was not less than uo,ooo men. Of these 
light-armed or unarmed, there were, as computed by Hero­
dotus, 35,ooo in attendance on the sooo Spartan citizens, and 
34,5oo in attendance on the other hoplites ; together with 
r8oo Thespians who were properly hoplites, yet so badly 
armed as not to be reckoned in the ranks.• 

Such was the number of Greeks present or near at hand 
in the combat against the Persians at Platrea, which took place 
some little time afterwards. But it seemed that the con­
tingents were not at first completely full, and that new 
additions 2 continued to arrive until a few days before the 
battle, along with the convoys of cattle and provisions which 
came for the subsistence of the army. Pausanias marched 
first from the Isthmus to Eleusis, where he was joined by the 
Athenians from Salamis. At Eleusis as well as at the Isthmus, 
the sacrifices were found encouraging, and the united army 
then advanced across the ridge of Kithreron, so as to come 
within sight of the Persians. When Pausanias saw them 
occupying the line of the As opus in the plain beneath, he kept 
his own army on the mountain declivity near Erythrre, without 
choosing to adventtre himself in the level ground. Mardonius, 
finding them not disposed to seek battle in the plain, de­
spatched his numerous and excellent cavalry under Masistius, 
the most distinguished officer in his army, to attack them. 
For the most part, the ground was so uneven as to check their 
approach ; but the Megarian contingent, which happened to 
be more exposed than the rest, were so hard pressed that they 
were forced to send to Pausanias for aid. They appear to 
have had not only no cavalry, but no bowmen or light-armed 
troops of any sort with missile weapons ; while the Persians, 

it was really written IIAAEI:::S, in an inscription at that time about 6oo years 
old. The place in the series wherein Pausanias places the name of the 
Eleians strengthens this suspicion. Unless it be admitted, we shall be 
driven, as the most probable alternative, to suppose a fraud committed by 
the vanity of the Eleians, which may easily have led them to alter a name 
originally belonging to the Pales. The reader will recollect that the Eleians 
were themselves the superintendents and curators at Olympia. 

Plutarch seems to have read the same inscription as Pausanias (De 
Herodoti Malignit. p. 873), 

1 Herodot. ix. 19, 28, 29. 
~ Herodot. ix. 28. ol bmpotTiiwr~s ,.~ Kcil ol &.px1w JJ\.8&vr•s 'Eli.A.~vwv, 
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excellent archers and darters, using very large bows and 
trained in such accomplishments from their earliest childhood, 
charged in successive squadrons and overwhelmed the Greeks 
with darts and arrows-not omitting contemptuous taunts on 
their cowardice for keeping back from the plain.1 So general 
was then the fear of the Persian cavalry, that Pausanias could 
find none of the Greeks, except the Athenians, willing to 
volunteer and go to the rescue of the Megarians. A body 
of Athenians, however, especially 3oo chosen troops under 
Olympiodorus, strengthened with some bowmen, immediately 
marched to the spot and took up the combat with the Persian 
cavalry. For some time the struggle was sharp and doubtful: 
at length the general Masistius,-a man renowned for bravery, 
lofty in stature, clad in conspicuous armour, and mounted on 
a Nisfean horse with golden trappings-charging at the head 
of his troops, had his horse struck by an arrow in the side. 
The animal immediately reared and threw his master on the 
ground, close to the ranks of the Athenians, who, rushing 
forward, seized the horse, and overpowered Masistius before 
he could rise. So impenetrable were the defences of his 
helmet and breastplate 2 however, that they had considerable 
difficulty in killing him, though he was in their power : at 
length a spearman pierced him in the eye. The death of the 
general passed unobserved by the Persian cavalry, but as soon 
as they missed him and became aware of tl!e loss, they charged 
furiously and in one mass, to recover the dead body. At first 
the Athenians, too few in number to resist the onset, were 
compelled for a time to give way, abandoning the body; but 
reinforcements presently arriving at their call, the Persians 
were driven back with loss, and it finally remained in their 
possession. 3 

The death of Masistius, coupled with that final repulse of t 
the cavalry which left his body in possession of the Greeks, 
produced a strong effect on both armies, encouraging the one 
as much as it disheartened the other. Throughout the camp 
of Mardonius, the grief was violent and unbounded, manifested 
by wailing so loud as to echo over all Bceotia ; while the hair 
of men, horses and cattle, was abundantly cut in token of 
mourning. The Greeks, on the other hand, overjoyed at their 

1 About the missile weapons and skill of the Persians, see Herodot. i. 
136; Xenophon, Anabas. iii. 4, 17. 

Cyrus the younger was eminent in the use both of the bow and the 
javelin (Xenoph. Anab. i. 8, 26 ; i. 9, 5 : compare Cyropreil. i. 2, 4). e 

2 See Quintus Curtius, iii. II, 15; and the note of MtiLzel. 
3 Herodot. ix. 21, 22, 23 ; Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 14. 
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success, placed the dead body in a cart and paraded it round 
the army: even the hoplites ran out of their ranks to look at 
it ; not only hailing it as a valuable trophy, but admiring its 
stature and proportions.l 

So much was their confidence increased, that Pausanias now 
ventured to quit the protection of the mountain-ground, incon­
venient from its scanty supply of water, and to take up his 
position in the plain beneath, interspersed only with low 
hillocks. Marching from Erythrre in a westerly direction 
along the declivities of Kithreron, and passing by Hysire, the 
Greeks occupied a line of camp in the Platrean territory along 
the Asopus and on its right bank; with their right wing near 
to the fountain called Gargaphia,2 and their left wing near to 

1 Herodot. ix. 24, 2 5· ol,uwyfl "• xp«l•p.•vo• a1r;>..h'l' · i!1rauav ')'lip TtW 
Bou,,,.{'17" «a,.•<x• 'hxw, &c. 

The exaggerated demonstrations of grief, ascribed to Xerxes and Atossa 
in the Persre of 1Eschylus, have often been blamed by critics : we may see 
from this passage how much they are in the manners of Orientals of 
that day. 

2 Herodot. ix. 25-30; Plutarch, Aristeides, c. II. 'TO 'Toil 'AvBpo«prf.'Tovs 
i}p<iJov l')I')IVS l(;I.O'EI11'UI<VWV t«d O'VO'Kfwv B~vopwv 11'•P«X0f'£VOII• 

The expression of Herodotus respecting this position taken by Pausanias, 
01i'Tot p<v oliv TaxO~vns i'll'l T<ii 'A<T6J7rlf iu'Tpa'To'll'Eihvoi!'To, as well as the 
words which follow in the next chapter (31)-0I f3<ipf3a.po•, 'll'v96p.evoi eiv<u 
'l'OOs "Ell.li.?JVU.S b ll;\.a'TtxipO't, 1ra.pi)uctv 1<al ct~Tol ~11'1 'TOll 'AO'w'll'ov 'TOV 'TO.V'T'!I 
p~ov'Ta-show plainly that the Grecian troops were encamped along the 
As6pus on the Platrea!J side, while the Persians, in their second position 
occupied the ground on the opposite or Theban side of the river. Which­
ever army commenced the attack had to begin by passing the As6pus (c. 
36-59)· 

For the topography of this region, and of the positions occupied by the 
two armies, compare Squire, in Walpole's Turkey, p. 338; Kruse, Hellas, 
vol. ii. ch. vi. p. 9 seq., and ch. viii. p. 592 seq. : and the still more 
copious and accurate information of Colonel Leake, Travels in Northern 
Greece, ch. xvi. vol. ii. p. 324-360. Both of them have given plans of the 
region ; that at the end of this volume is borrowed from Kiepert's maps. I 
cannot but think that the fountain Gargaphia is not yet identified, and that 
both Kruse and Leake place the Grecian position farther from the river 
As6pus than is consistent with the words of Herodotus; which words seem 
to specify points near the two extremities, indicating that the fount~tin of 
Gargapbia was mar the river towards the right of the Grecian position, 
and the chapel of Androkrat~s also near the river towards the left of that 
position, where the Athenians were posted. Nor would such a site for a 
chapel of Androkrates be inconsistent with Thucydides (iii. 24), who 
merely mentions that chapel as being on the right-hand of the first mile of 
road from Platrea to Thebes. 

Considering the length of time which has elapsed since the battle, it 
would not be surprising if the spring of Gargaphia were no longer recog­
nisable. At any rate, neither the fountain pointed out by Colonel Leake 
(p. 332) nor that of Vergutiani which had been supposed by Colonel 
Squire and Dr. Clarke, appear to me suitable for Gargaphia. 
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the chapel, surrounded by a shady grove, of the Platrean hero 
Androkrates. In this position they were marshalled according 
to nations, or separate fractions of the Greek name-the 
Lacedremonians on the right wing, with the Tegeans and 
Corinthians immediately joining them-and the Athenians on 
the left wing; a post, which as second in point of dignity, was 
at first claimed by the Tegeans, chiefly on grounds of mythical 
exploits, to the exclusion of the Athenians, but ultimately 
adjudged by the Spartans, after hearing both sides, to Athens. I 
In the field even Lacedremonians followed those democratical 
forms which pervaded so generally Grecian military operations : 
in this case, it was not the generals, but the Lacedremonian 
troops in a body, who heard the argument and delivered the 
verdict by unanimous acclamation. 

Mardonius, apprised of this change of position, marched 
his army also a little farther to the westward, and posted 
himself opposite to the Greeks, divided from them by the 
river Asopus. At the suggestion of the Thebans, he himself 
witli his Persians and Medes, the picked men of his army, 
took post on the left wing, immediately opposite to the 
Lacedremonians on the Greek right, and even extending so far . 
as to cover the Tegean ranks on the left of the Lacedremo­
nians : Baktrians, Indians, Sakre, with other Asiatics and 
Egyptians, filled the centre ; and the Greeks and Macedonians 
in the service of Persia, the right-over ~ainst the hoplites 
of Athens. The numbers of these last-mentioned Greeks 
Herodotus could not learn, though he estimates tliem con-. 
jecturally at so,ooo : 2 nor can we place any confidence in 
the total of 3oo,ooo which he gives as belonging to the other 
troops of Mardonius, though probably it cannot have been 
much less. 

In this position lay the two armies, separated only by a 
narrow space including the river Asopus, and each expecting 
a battle, whilst the sacrifices on behalf of each were offered 
up. Pausanias, Mardonius, and the Greeks in the Persian 
army, had each a separate prophet to offer sacrifice, and to 
ascertain the dispositions of the gods : the two first had men 
from the most distinguished propheti~ families in Elis-the 

The errors of that plan of the battle of Plataea which accompanies the 
Voyage d'Anacharsis, are now well understood. 

1 Herodot. ilc. 26--29. Judging from the battles of Corinth (B. c. 396) 
and Mantineia (B.c. 418), the Tegeans seem afterwards to have dropped 
this pretension to occupy the left wing, and to have preferred the post in 
the line next to the Lacedamoniam (Xenoph. Helen. iv, :z, 19). 

a Herodot. a, 31, 32, 
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latter invited one from Leukas.1 All ~eceived large pay, and 
the prophet of Pausanias had indeed been honoured with a 
recompense above all pay-the gift of full Spartan citizenship 
for himself as well as for his brother. It happened that the 
prophets on both sides delivered the same report of their 
respective sacrifices: favourable for resistance if attacked­
unfavourable for beginning the battle. At a moment when 
doubt and indecision was the reigning feeling on both sides, 
this was the safest answer for the prophet to give, and the 
most satisfactory for the soldiers to hear. And though the 
answer from Delphi had been sufficiently encouraging, and 
the kindness of the patron-heroes of Platrea 2 had been 
solemnly invoked, yet Pausanias did not venture to cross the 
Asopus and begin the attack, in the face of a pronounced 
declaration from his prophet. Nor did even Hegesistratus, 
the prophet employed by Mardonius, choose on his side to 
urge an aggressiv.e movement, though he had a deadly personal 
hatred against the Lacedremonians, and would have been de­
lighted to see them worsted. There arose commencements of 
conspiracy, perhaps encouraged by promises or bribes from 
the enemy, among the wealthier Athenian hoplites, to establish 
an oligarchy at Athens under Persian supremacy, like that 
which now existed at Thebes,-a conspiracy full of danger at 
such a moment, though fortunately repressed 8 by Aristeides, 
with a hand at on~ gentle and decisive. 

The annoyance inflicted by the Persian cavalry, under the 
guidance of the Thebans, was incessant. Their constant 
assaults, and missile weapons from the other side of the 
Asopus, prevented the Greeks from using the river for supplies 
of water, so that the whole army was forced to water at the 
fountain Garg~fphia, at the extreme right of the position, 4 near 

1 Herodot. ix. :\6, 38. p.Ep.urOwp.evos olnc oJ..l')'OV. 
These prophets, were men of great individual consequence, as may be 

seen by the detailt which Herodotus gives respecting their adventures: 
cor:1pare also the history of Euenius, ix. 93· 

2 Plutarch, Arif!eides, c. xi. ; Thucyd. ii. 74· 
8 Plu~.arch, Arhll:eid@s, c. 13. 
4 Herodot. ix. tO, 49. so. T-hv Tfi Kp1IJ!11V Tf/V ru.nu.cf>lrw, a,.· ~s MpEVETO 

... ;;, TD t1Tfd.Tfvp.a TD 'EM'f/JIIKOv-~pvKDp.•JIOI ~· a?I'D TOV 'Atlw?l'ov, oi:iTw ~~ 
brl T~V KpfJv'f/V ~cpo;nov· a?I'D TOil ?I'OTU.fJ.OV ')'d.p cT</>1 obK ~~~~~ f58wp <f>op~eu0u.t1 
{nrO 'r£ TOJV /?1'1rtWP /cu.) TD~EUf'dTaW. 

Diodorus (xi. 30. affirms that the Greek position was so well defended 
by the nature of tl. ~ ground, and so difficult of attack, that Mardonius was 
prevented from ma~<:ing use of his superior numbers. It is evident from the 
account of Herodc~us that this is quite incorrect. The position seems to 
have had no prote<~ion except what it derived from the river Asllpus, and 
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the Lacedremonian hoplites. Moreover the Theban leade1 
Timegenidas, remarking the convoys which arrived over the 
passes of Kithreron in the rear of the Grecian camp, and the 
constant reinforcements of hoplites which accompanied them, 
prevailed upon Mardonius to employ his cavalry in cutting off 
such communication. The first movement of this sort, under­
taken by night against the pass called the Oak Heads, was 
eminently successful. A train of soo beasts of burden with 
supplies, was attacked descending into the plain with its 
escort, all of whom were either slain or carried prisoners to 
the Persian camp ; so that it became unsafe for any further 
convoys to approach the Greeks.! Eight days had already 
been passed in inaction before Timegenidas suggested, or 
Mardonius executed this manreuvre ; which it is fortunate for 
the Greeks that he did not attempt earlier, :,tnd which afforded 
clear proof how much might be hoped from an efficient em­
ployment of his cavalry, without the ruinous risk of a general 
action. Nevertheless, after waiting two days longer, his im­
patience became uncontrollable, and he determined on a 
general battle forthwith. 2 In vain ~id Artabazus endeavour 
to dissuade him from the step ; taking the same view as the 
Thebans, that in a pitched battle the united Grecian army 
was invincible, and that the only successful policy was that of 
delay and corruption to disunite them. He recommended 
standing on the defensive, by means of Thabes, well fortified 
and amply provisioned : so as to allow time for distributing 
effective bribes among the leading men throughout the various 
Grecian cities. This suggestion, which Herodotus considers 
as wise and likely to succeed, was repudiated by Mardonius 
as cowardly and unworthy of the recognised superiority of the 
Persian arms. s 

But while he overruled, by virtue of superior authority, the 
objections of all around him, Persians as welJ: as Greek, he 
could not but feel daunted by their reluctant ot.edience, which 
he suspected to arise from their having heard oracles or 
prophecies of unfavourable augury. He there.':ore summoned 
the chief officers, Greek as well as Persian,, and put the 
question to them whether they knew any proph ~cy announcing 
that the Persians were doomed to destruction ih Greece. All 
the Greeks were ultimately forced to abandon it by the ipcessant attacks of 
the Persian cavalry. The whole account, at once diffuse;and uninstructive, 
given by Diodorus of this battle (xi. 30-36), forms a st:)ng contrast with 
the clear, impressive, and circumstantial narrative of He'odotus. 

1 Herodot. ix. 38, 39· 2 Herodot. ix. 40, 41. 
B Herodot. ix. 42. 
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were silent: some did not know' the prophecies, but others 
(Berodotus intimates) knew them full' well, though they did 
not dare to speak. Receiving no answer, Mardonius said, 
" Since ye either do not know, or will not tell, I who know 
well will myself speak out. There is an oracle to the effect, 
that Persian invaders of Greece shall plunder the temple of 
Delphi, and shall afterwards all be destroyed. Now we, being 
aware of this, shall neither go against that temple, nor try to 
plunder it: on that ground therefore we shall not be destroyed. 
Rejoice ye therefore, ye who are well-affected to the Persians 
-we shall get the better of the Greeks." With that he gave 
orders to prepare everything for a general attack and battle on 
the motrow.I 

It is not improbable that the Orchomenian Thersander was 
present at this interview, and may have reported it to Herodo­
tus. But the reflection of the historian himself is not the least 
curious part of the whole, as illustrating the manner in which 
these prophecies sunk into men's minds, and detetmined their 
judgements. Herodotus knew (though he does not cite it) the 
particular prophecy to which Mardonius made allusion; and 
he pronounces, in the most affirmative tone, 2 that it had no 
reference to the Persians : it referred to an ancient invasion of 
Greece by the Illyrians and the Encheleis. But both Bakis 
(from whom he quotes four Jines) and Musreus had pro­
phesied, in the plainest manner, the destruction of the Persian 
army on the banks of the Thermodon and Asopus. And 
these are the prophecies which we must suppose the officers 
convoked by Mardonius to have known also, though they did 
not dare to speak out : it was the fault of Mardonius himself 
that he did not take warning. 

The attack of a multitude like that of Mardonius was not 
likely under any circumstances to be made so rapidly as to 
take the Greeks by surprise : but the latter were forewarned 
of it by a secret visit from Alexander king of Macedon; who, 
riding up to the Athenian advanced posts in the middle of the 
night, desired to speak with Aristeides and the other generals. 
Announcing to them alone his name and proclaiming his 
earnest sympathy for the Grecian cause, as well as the hazard 
which he incurred by this nightly visit-he apprised them that 

I Herodot. ix. 42. 
2 Herodot. ix. 43: ToiJ.,.ov 8' ('Y"''Y" 'TDV XP"I/O'!J.OV 'Tov Mapoovws ei1re is 

nlpuas rxetv, ~. 'Ii\i\uptoVS 'Tf KC<l'TIW 'E')'XEAEO!I/ O"'T p".,. 01/ 0 l 0 a 1f'E1r' 0 t "I)/).·­
VO", cii\i\' ouk is n<puas. 'Ai\i\a Ta "''" B&.Ktil< ls Ta6r"l)v .,.ijv fl.&xrw tun 
7r<11'at"l)f.'EPI%, &c. . 
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Mardonius, though eager for a battle long ago, could not by 
any effort obtain favourable sacrifices, but was nevertheless, 
ev!'!n in spite of this obstacle, determined on an attack the 
next morning. " Be ye prepared accordingly ; and if ye 
succeed in this war (said he), remember to liberate me also 
from the Persian yoke ; I too am a Greek by descent, and 
thus risk my head because I cannot endure to see Greece 
enslaved."1 

The communication of this important message, made by 
Aristeides to Pausanias, elicited from him a proposal not a 
little surprising as coming from a Spartan general. He re­
quested the Athenians to change places with the Laceda!­
monians in the line. "We Lacedremonians (said he) now 
stand opposed to the Persians and Medes, against whom we 
have never yet contended, while ye Athenians have fought 
and conquered them at Marathon. March ye then over to 
the right wing and take our places, while we will take yours in 
the left wing against the Bceotians and Thessalians, with whose 
arms and attack we are familiar." The Athenians readily 
acceded, and the reciprocal change of order was accordingly 
directed. It was not yet quite completed, when day broke and 
the Theban allies of Mardonius immediately took notice of 
what had been done. That general commanded a correspond­
ing change in his own line, so as to place the native Persians 
once more over against the Lacedremon«tns ; upon which 
Pausanias, seeing that his manceuvre had failed, led back his 
Lacedremonians to the right wing, while a second movement 
on the part of Mardonius replaced both armies in the order 
originally observed.2 

No incident similar to this will be found throughout the 
whole course of Lacedremonian history. To evade encounter­
ing the best troops in the enemy's line, arrd to depart for this 
purpose from their privileged post on the right wing, was a step 
well-calculated to lower them in the eyes of Greece, and could 
hardly have failed to produce that effect, if the intention had 
been realised. It is at the same time no mean compliment to 
the formidable reputation of the native Persian troops-a 
reputation recognised by Herodotus, and well sustained at 

1 Herodot. ix. 44-45. The language about the sacrifices is remarkable­
"Al-yw li~ a.v 8-n Mapliovlrp -r• Kal -rp u-rpa-rtp oo 1i6va-rat -ra ucpd-ytu. 
Ka-ra86p.ta "f<V~uoa,· .,.cf."Aat 7ap &v ip.rf.x<lf0<, &c. 

Mardonius had tried many unavailing efforts to procure better sacrifices : 
it could not be done. 

2 Herodot. ix. 47 ; Plutarch, Aristeid@s, c. 16. Here, as on many other 
occasions, Plutarch rather spoils than assists the narrative of .Herodotus. 
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least by their personal bravery.l Nor can we wonder that this 
publicly manifested reluctance on the part .of the leading troops 
in the Grecian army contributed much to exalt the rash con­
fidence of Mardonius : a feeling which Herodotus, in Homeric 
style,2 casts into the speech of a Persian herald sent to upbraid 
the Lacedremonians, and challenge them to a "single combat 
with champions of equal numbers, Lacedremonians against 
Persians." This herald, whom no one heard or cared for, and 
who serves but as a mouthpiece for bringing out the feelings 
belonging to the moment, was followed by something very real 
and terrible-a vigorous attack on the Greek line by the 
Persian cavalry ; whose rapid motions, and showers of arrows 
and javelins, annoyed the Greeks on this day more than ever. 
The latter (as has been before stated) had no cavalry whatever; 
nor do their light troops, though sufficiently numerous, appear 
to have rendered any service, with the exception of the 
Athenian bowmen. How great was the advantage gained by 
the Persian cavalry, is shown by the fact that they for a time 
drove away the Lacedremonians from the fountain of Gargaphia, 
so as to choke it up and render it unfit for use. As the army 
had been prevented by the cavalry from resorting to the river 
Asopus, this fountain had been of late the only watering-place; 
and without it the position which they then occupied became 
untenable-while their provisions also were exhausted, inasmuch 
as the convoys, fr'bm fear of the Persian cavalry, could not 
descend from Kithreron to join them. 8 

In this dilemma Pausanias summoned the Grecian chiefs to 
his tent. After an anxious debate, the resolution was taken, in 
case Mardonius should not bring on a general action in the 
course of the day, to change their position during the night, 
when there would be no interruption from the cavalry ; and to 
occupy the ground called the Island, distant about ten furlongs 
in a direction nearly west, and seemingly north of the town of 
Platrea, which was itself about twenty furlongs distant. This 
island, improperly so denominated, included the ground com­
prised between two branches of the river Oeroe ; 4 both of 
which flow from Kithreron, and after flowing for a certain time 
in channels about three furlongs apart, form a junction and 

1 Herodot. ix. 71. 
2 Compare the reproaches of Hektor to DiomMes {Iliad, viii. I6I). 
3 Herodot. ix.. 49, 50. Pausanias mentions that the Platreans restored the 

fountain of Gargaphia after the victory ( ro i!liwp dwea.S<Tavro) ; but he 
hardly seems to speak as if he had himself seen it (ix. 4, z). 

• See a good description of the ground in Colonel Leake, Travels in 
Northern Greece, ch. xvi. vol. ii. p. 358, 
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run in a north-westerly direction towards one of the recesses of 
the Gulf of Corinth-quite distinct from the Asopus, which, 
though also rising near at hand in the lowest declivities under 
Kithreron, takes an easterly direction and discharges itself into 

• the sea opposite Eubcea. When encamped in this so-called 
Island, the army would be secure of water from the stream in 
their rear; nor would they, as now, expose an extended breadth 
of front to a numerous hostile cavalry separated from them only 
by the Asopus.l It was further resolved, that so soon as the 
army should once be in occupation of the Island, half of the 
troops should forthwith march onward to disengage the con­
voys blocked up on Kithreron and conduct them to the camp. 
Such was the plan settled in council among the different 
Grecian chiefs ; the march was to be commenced at the begin­
ning of the second night-watch, when the enemy's cavalry would 
have completely withdrawn. 

In spite of what Mardonius is said to have determined, he 
passed the whole day without any general attack. But his 
cavalry, probably elated by the recent demonstration of the 
Lacedremonians, were on that day more daring and indefati­
gable than ever, and inflicted much loss as well as severe suffer­
ing; 2 insomuch that the centre of the Greek force (Corinthians, 
Megarians, &c., between the Lacedremonians and Tegeans on 
the right, and the Athenians on the left), when the hour 
arrived for retiring to the Island, com~nced their march 
indeed, but forgot or disregarded the preconcerted plan and the 
orders of Pausanias in their impatience to obtain a complete 
shelter against the attacks of the cavalry. Instead of proceed­
ing to the Island, they marched a distance of twenty furlongs 
directly to the town of Platrea, and took up a position in front 
of the Herreum or temple of Here, where they were protected 
partly by the buildings, partly by the comparatively high 
ground on which the town with its temple stood. Be­
tween the position which the Greeks were about to leave 
and that which they had resolved to occupy (i. e., between 
the course of the Asopus and that of the Oeroe), there 
appear to have been a range of low hills. The Lacedremo­
nians, starting from the right wing, had to march directly 

1 Herodot. ix. 5I. 'Es 'TOV'TOV i'i~ 'T~V xwpov ISouA.eorravro f'<T<XCT'Tr/Pa<, 

1va IC<Xl ~Oa'TI tXOJ<T< xpa0'8a< a</>fl6v'f', IC<Xl ~//1T7TE<S 0'</>E<XS f'~ O'<Vo[a'T'o, &U7T<p 
Ka:r' lO~ MvTo;v. 

The last words have reference to the position of the two hostile armies, 
extended front to front along the course of the As6pus. 

2 Herodot. ix. 52. K<lv')v f'Ell 'T~v 1,p.Jp'l/v 1riirrav, 1rporr1C<<f'EV'Y/S rijs 11r'ltou, 
txov 'ltOvov lhpvrov. 
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.ver these hills, while the Athenians, from the left, were to turn 
hem and get into the pla\n on the other side.l Pausanias, 
tpprised that the divisions of the centre had commenced their 
night-march, and concluding of course that they would pro­
ceed to the Island according to orders, allowed a certain 
interval of time in order to prevent confusion, and then directed 
that the Lacedcemonians and Tegeans should also begin their 
movement towards that same position. But here he found 
himself embarrassed by an unexpected obstacle. The move­
ment was retrograde, receding from the enemy, and not con­
sistent with the military honour of a Spartan : nevertheless 
most of the taxiarchs or leaders of companies obeyed without 
murmuring, but Amompharetus, lochage or captain of that 
band which Herodotus calls the lochus of Pitana,2 obstinately 
refused. Not having been present at the meeting in which the 
resolution had been taken, he now heard it for the first time 
with astonishment and disdain, declaring " that he for one 
would never so far disgrace Sparta as to run away from the 
foreigner." 3 Pausanias, with the second in command Euryanax, 
exhausted every effort to overcome his reluctance. But they 
could by no means induce him to retreat; nor did they dare to 
move without him, leaving his entire lochus exposed alone to 
the enemy.4 

Amidst the darkness of night, and in this scene of indecision 
and dispute, an At~enian messenger on horseback reached Pau­
sanias, instructed to ascertain what was passing, and to ask for 
the last directions. For in spite of the resolution taken after 
formal debate, the Athenian generals still mistrusted the Lacedce­
monians, and doubted whether, after all, they would act as they 
had promised. The movement of the central division having 

1 Herodot. ix. s6. UavO'ct.Pi7jS-O''I/J.I.PVct.S a'll'ii')l• s.e. Tfiiv I<OAWPi:>V 'fOVs 
Ao,'TC'aVs ?rdPTas · fl:rrovro BE Kctl T€-yt:f}-rat. 'A8nva7ot B~ -raxeivTES f]tqa.v -rti 
fp.1ra1\1V '/j /l.aUEOO:!J.'OVIOI. 0/ fLEV ')'dp TfiiV 'f€ iix6wv avn£xono 1<a! 'T7is 
6?rwpEl'lJS 'fDV K<Oa•pwvos. 'A87jva'Zot o/;, uchw Tpa<J18iVTES ~. TO .... atov. 

With which we must combine another passage, c. 59, intimating that 
the track of the Athenians led them to turn and get behind the hills, which 
prevented Mardonius from seeing them, though they were marching along 
the plain :-Mapo&v<os-<.,.•<x• lrl AaiC<Iia<p.avlovs t<al T<')I<~'Tas p.ovvovs. 
'A67jva.(ovs ')'dp Tparop€vovs is 'TO 1relilov 01ro TWII ~x8wv ob 1<a-rtfJpa. 

2 There is on this point a difference between Thucydid€s and Herodotus : 
the former affirms that there never was any Spartan loch us so called (Thucyd. 
i. 20). 

We have no means of reconciling the difference, nor can we be certain 
that Thucydidlls is right in his negative comprehending all past time- -~s 
aVO' E'Ylvero 1r~'1i"OTE. 

3 Herodot. ix. 53, 54· 4 Herodot. ix. 52, 53. 
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become known to them, they sent at the last moment before 
they commenced their own marc!;, to assure themselves that 
the Spartans were about to move ilso. A profound, and even 
an exaggerated mistrust, but too well justified by the previous 
behaviour of the Spartans towards Athens, is visible in this 
proceeding ; 1 yet it proved fortunate in its results-for if the 
Athenians, satisfied with executing their part in the precon­
certed plan, had marched at once to the Island, th~ Grecian 
army would have been severed without the possibility of 
reuniting, and the issue of the battle might have proved 
altogether different. The Athenian herald found the Lacedre­
monians still stationary in their position, and the generals in 
hot dispute with Amompharetus, who despised the threat of 
being left alone to make head against the Persians, and when 
reminded that the resolution had been taken by general vote of 
the officers, took up with both hands a vast rock fit for the 
hands of Ajax or Hektor, and cast it at the feet of Pausanias, 
saying-" This is my pebble, wherewith I give my vote not to 
run away from the strangers." Pausanias denounced him as a 
madman-desiring the herald to report the scene of embarrass­
ment which he had just come to witness, and to entreat the 
Athenian generals not to commence their retreat until the 
Lacedremonians should also be in march. In the meantime 
the dispute continued, and was even prolonged by the per­
verseness of Amompharetus until the morn!ng began to dawn; 
when Pausanias, afraid to remain longer, gave the signal for 
retreat-calculating that the refractory captain, when he saw his 
lochus really left alone, would probably make up his mind to 
follow. Having marched about ten furlongs, across the hilly 
ground which divided him from the Island, he commanded a 
halt ; either to await Amompharetus if he chose to follow, or to 
be near enough to render aid and save him, if he were rash 
enough to stand his ground single-handed. Happily the latter, 
seeing that his general had really departed, overcame his 
scruples, and followed him ; overtaking and joining the main 
body in its first halt near the river Moloeis and the temple 
of Eleusinian Demeter.2 The Athenians, commencing their 
movement at the same time with Pausanias, got round the 
hills to the plain on the other side and proceeded on their 
march towards the Island. 

1 Herodot. ix. 54· 1 AOrwa'io•-elxov lt.Tp~p.as dl/>~as abrovs 'Iva ~r&xO.,dall, 
bniJ'-r&.p.<vol -ril. 1\.aKeiic<~p.ovl"'" .ppovi}p.ara, ws li;J\i\a <f>po•·t6v-rwv J<al ltJ\J\(1. 
}..•'{owrwP. 

Herodot. ix. 56, 57. 
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When the day broke, the Persian cavalry were astonished 

to find the Grecian position deserted. They immediately set 
themselves to the pursuit of the Spartans, whose march lay 
along the higher and more conspicuous ground, and whose 
progress had moreover been retarded by the long delay of 
Amompharetus: the Athenians on the contrary, marching 
without halt, and being already behind the hills, were not 
open to view. To Mardonius, this retreat of his enemy 
inspired an extravagant arid contemptuous confidence which 
he vented in full measure to the Thessalian Aleuadre-" These 
are your boasted Spartans, who changed their place just now 
in the line, rather than fight the Persians, and have here shown 
by a barefaced flight what they are really worth l " With that 
he immediately directed his whole army to pursue and attack 
with the utmost expedition. The Persians crossed the Asopus 
and ran after the Greeks at their best speed, pell-mell, without 
any thought of order or preparations for overcoming resistance: 
the army already rang with shouts of victory, in full confidence 
of swallowing up the fugitives as soon as they were overtaken. 

The Asiatic allies all followed the example of this disorderly 
rush forward : 1 but the Thebans and the other Grecian allies 
on the right wing of Mardonius, appear to have maintained 
somewhat better order. 

Pausanias had not been able to retreat farther than the 
neighbourhood of•the Demetriou or temple of Eleusinian 
Demeter, where he had halted to take up Amompharetus. 
Overtaken first by the Persian horse and next by Mardonius 
with the main body, he sent a horseman forthwith to apprise 
the Athenians, and to entreat their aid. The Athenians were 
prompt in complying with his request : but they speedily found 
themselves engaged in conflict against the The ban allies of the 
enemy, and therefore unable to reach him.2 Accordingly the 
Lacedremonians and Tegeates had to encounter the Persians 
single-handed without any assistance from the other Greeks. 

1 1-Ierodot. ix. 59· iolwKov C:.s 1roowv iiKtUT'Tos eixov, oli'Te ddp.q> obllevl 
"otrp:q8enes, oli'TE 'TCtE<. Kal o'li'Tot p.~11 .Soj) 'TE Kal bp.li\q> br~i"drJ.I', &s 
lt.vap7ratrOp.<VOI 'TOVs •E/I.i\7]VaS. 

Herodotus dwells especially on the reckless and disorderly manner in 
which the Persians advanced: Plutarch, on the contrary, says of Mardonius 
-txo"' trvv'TeTa-yp.~V7JV 'T~v 86va.p.<v brecpepe'To Tols AaKeoa•p.ovlots, &c. 
(Plutarch, Aristeid. c. 17). 

Plutarch also says that Pausanias ~re TlJP lZ/I./1.7Jv Mvap.•~ "'p "bs "'as 
U/l.a'To:<cl.s, &c., which is quite contrary to the real narrative of Hero­
dotus. Pausanias intended to march to the Island, not to Platrea : he did 
not reach either the one or the other. 

~ Herodot. ix. 6o, 61. 
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The Persians, on arriving within bowshot of their enemies, 
planted in the ground the spiked extremities of their gerrha 
(or long wicker shields), forming a continuous breastwork, from 
behind which the.y poured upon the Greeks a shower of 
arrows : 1 their bows were of the largest size, and drawn with no 
less power than skill. In spite of the wounds and distress thus 
inflicted, Pausanias persisted in the indispensable duty of offer­
ing the battle-sacrifice, and the victims were for SOlfle time 
unfavourable, so that he did not venture to give orders for 
advance and close combat. Many were here wounded or slain 
in the ranks, 2 among them the brave Kallikrates, the hand­
somest and strongest man in the army : until Pausanias, 
wearied out with this compulsory and painful deiay, at length 
raised his eyes to the conspicuous Herceum of the Platceans, 
and invoked the merciful intervention of Here to remove that 
obstacle which confined him to the spot. Hardly had he 
pronounced the words, when the victims changed and became 
favourable: 3 but the Tegeans, while he was yet praying, 
anticipated the effect and hastened forward against the enemy, 
followed by the Lacedcemonians as soon as Pausanias gave the 
word. The wicker breastwork before the Persians was soon 
overthrown by the Grecian charge : neverthele_ss the Persians, 
though thus deprived of their tutelary hedge and having no 
defensive armour, maintained the fight with individual courage, 
the more remarkable because it was totallf unassisted by dis­
cipline or trained collective movement, against the drilled 
array, the regulated step, the well-defended persons, and the 
long spears, of the Greeks.4 They threw themselves upon the 

1 About the Persian bow, see Xenoph. Anabas. iii. 4, 17. 
2 Herodot. ix. 72. 
3 Herodot. ix. 62. Kal ro'irn Aai<EOatp,ovloun avril<a p,er?t Thv •vxnv 

r1Jv TICIUO"CIVi<w €-yive-ro 6UOfLEVOLI1l r?t. 11</>&.-yta xprwr&.. Plutarch exaggerates 
the long·suffering of Pausanias (Aristot. c. 17, ad finem). 

The lofty and conspicuous site of the Hen-eon, visible t~;> Paus0nias at the 
distance where he was, is plainly marked in Herodotus (ix. 61). 

For incidents illustrating the hardships which a Grecian army endured 
from its reluctance to move without favourable ~acrifices, see Xenophon, 
Anabasis, vi. 4, 1o-25; Hellenic. iii. 2, 17. 

4 Herodot. ix. 62, 63. His words about the courage of the Persians are 
remarkable: ll.~p,an f'EV vuv Kal pd>ft?l oiJ" EO"O"ov<s (,.av ol TiepO"at· ll.vo1rll.ot 
lle E6vr<>, "al1rpos, &.ve7rti1T-I,p,oves l11av, Kal ovJC ~p,o'io< rol<1t ~vavrlotO"t 11o¢lrw 
••• 7rli.Eii1TOV -ycf.p O"cf><as lO'I)l\EE'rO 7, l110~s <p~f<OS louO"a 81rl\wv, 7rp0S -yap 
~1rll.iras ~&vus -yvp,v~res c't-ywva <7ro<evi!To. Compare the striking con· 
versation between Xerxes and Demaratus (Herodot. vii. 104). 

The description given by Herodotus of the gallant rush made by these 
badly-armed Persians, upon the presented line of spears in the Lacedre­
monian ranks, may be compared with Livy (xxxii. 17), a description of the 



Final Repulse of the Persians 281 

Lacedremonians, seizing hold of their spears, and breaking 
them : many of them devoted themselves in small parties of ten 
to force by their bodies a way into the lines, and to get to 
individual close combat with the short spear and the dagger.l 
Mardonius himself, conspicuous upon a white horse, was 
among the foremost warriors, and the· thousand select troops 
who formed his body-guard distinguished themselves beyond 
all the rest. At length he was slain by the hand of a dis­
tinguished Spartan named Aeimnestus; his thousand guards 
mostly perished around him, and the courage of the remaining 
Persians, already worn out by the superior troops against which 
they had been long contending, was at last thoroughly broken 
by the death of their general. They turned their backs and 
fled, not resting until they got into the wooden fortified camp, 
constructed by Mardonius behind the As6pus. The Asiatic 
allies also, as soon as they saw the Persians defeated, took to 
flight without striking a blow.2 

The Athenians on the left, meanwhile, had been engaged in 
a serious conflict with the Bceotians; especially the Theban 
leaders with the hoplites immediately arou'nd them, who fought 
with great bravery, but were at length driven back, after the 
loss of soo of their best troops. The Theban cavalry however 
still maintained a good front, protecting the retreat of the 
infantry and checking the Athenian pursuit, so that the fugitives 
were enabled to rooch Thebes in safety ; a better refuge than 
the Persian fortified camp. 3 With the exception of the The bans 
and Bceotians, none of the other medising Greeks rendered any 
real service. Instead of sustaining or reinforcing the Thebans, 

Romans attacking the Macedonian phalanx,-and with the battle of 
Sempach (June, 1386), in which 1400 half·armed Swiss overcame a large 
body of fully-armed Austrians, with an impen~trable front of projecting 
spears ; which for some time they were unable to break in upon, until at 
length one of their warriors, Arnold von Winkclried, grasped an armful of 
spears, and precipjtated himself upon them, making a way for his country­
men over his dead body. See Vogelin, Geschichte der Schweizerischen 
Eidgenossenschaft, ch. vi. p. 240, or indeed any history of Switzerland, for 
a description of this memorable incident. 

1 For the arms of the Persians, see Herodot. vii. 6r. 
Herodotus states in another place that the Persian troops adopted the 

Egyptian breastplates ( 8~p'1/K<U) : probably this may have been after the 
battle of Plata:a. Even at this battle, the Persian leaders on horseback 
had strong defensive armour, as we may see by the case of Masistius 
above narrated : by the time of the battle of Kunaxa, the habit had become 
more widely diffused (Xenoph. Anabas. i. 8, 6 ; Briison, De Regno 
Persarum, lib. iii. p. 36r), for the cavalry at least. 

I Herodot. ix. 64, 65. 
• EJ:erodot. ix. 67, 68. 



History of Greece 
they never once advanced to the charge, but merely followed in 
the first movement of flight. So that in point of fact the only 
troops in this numerous Perso-Grecian army who really fought, 
were, the native Persians and Sakre on the left, and the 
Bceotians on the right ; the former against the Lacedremonians, 
the latter against the Athenians.l 

Nor did even all the native Persians take part in the combat. 
A body of 4o,ooo men under Artabazus, of whom some must 
doubtless have been native Persians, left the field without 
fighting and without loss. That general, seemingly the ablest 
man in the Persian army, had been from the first disgusted with 
the nomination of Mardonius as commander-in-chief, and had 
further incurred his displeasure by deprecating any general 
action. Apprised that Mardonius was hastening forward to 
attack the retreating Greeks, he marshalled his division and led 
them out towards the scene of action, though despairing of 
success and perhaps not very anxious that his own prophecies 
should be proved false. And such had been the headlong 
impetuosity of Mardonius in his first forward movement,-so 
complete his confidence of overwhelming the Greeks when he 
discovered their retreat,-that he took no pains to ensure the 
concerted action of his .. whole army. Accordingly before 
Artabazus arrived at the scene of action, he saw the Persian 
troops, who had been engaged under the commander-in-chief, 
already defeated and in flight. Without• making the least 
attempt either to save them or to retrieve the .battle, he im­
mediately gave orders to his own division to retreat; not 
repairing, however, either to the fortified camp or to Thebes, 
but abandoning at once the whole campaign, and taking the 
direct road through Phokis to Thessaly, Macedonia, and the 
Hellespont.2 

As the native Persians, the Sakre, and the Bceotians, were 
the only real combatants on the one side, so also were the Lace­
dremonians, Tegeans, and Athenians, on the othe!'. It has already 
been mentioned that the central troops of the Grecian army, dis­
obeying the general order of march, had gone during the night 
to the town of Platrea instead of to the lsla.nd. They were thus 
completely severed from Pausanias, and the first thing which 
they heard about the battle, was, that the Lacedremonians were 
gaining the victory. Elate with this news, and anxious to come 

1 Herodot. ix. 67, 68. Twv 8~ l!;\;\wv 'E;\;\-i)vwv .,..,, p.e'Ta ,8acn;\i)os 
16e;\oKaKe6vTC"" • • • Kal TwJ/ llAAwV (fvp.p.&.xaw lJ 1ras 8p.1l\os oiiTE li•ap.ax•· 
(f&.p.•vos oMevl Di!Te .,., ihrooeEdpevos ltpvrev. 

2 Herodot. ix. 66. 



Final Repulse of the Persians 
in for some share of the honour, they rushed to the scene of 
action, without any heed of military order : the Corinthians 

Jo taking the direct track across the hills, while the Megarians, 
Phliasians and others, marched by the longer route along the 
plain, so as to turn the hills, and arrive at the Athenian position. 
The Theban horse under Asopod6rus, employed in checking 
the pursuit of the victorious Athenian hoplites, seeing these 
fresh troops coming up in thorough disorder, charged them 
vigorously and drove them back, to take refuge in the high 
ground, with the loss of 6oo men.1 But this partial success 
had no effect in mitigating the general defeat. 

Following up their pursuit, the Lacedremonians proceeded 
to attack the wooden redoubt wherein the Persians had taken 

~ refuge. But though they were here aided by all or most of 
the central Grecian divisions, who had taken no part in the 
battle, they were yet so ignorant of the mode of assailing walls, 
that they made no progress, and were completely baffled, until 
the Athenians arrived to their assistance. The redoubt was 
then stormed, not without a gallant and prolonged resistance 
on the part of its defenders. The Tegeans, being the first to 
penetrate into the interior, plundered the rich tent of Mardonius, 
whose manger for his horses, made of brass, remained long 
afterwards exhibited in their temple of Athen~ Alea.,-while 
his silver-footed throne, and scimitar, 2 were preserved in the 
acropolis of Athen~ along with the breastplate of Masistius. 
Once within the wall, effective resistance ceased, and the 
Greeks slaughtered without mercy as well as without limit ; so 
that if we are to credit Herodotus, there survived only 3ooo 
men out of the 3oo,ooo which had composed the army of 
Mardonius-save and except the 4o,ooo men who accompanied 
Artabazus in his ret:eat. 3 

Respecting these numbers, the historian had probably little 
to give except some vague reports, without any pretence of 

• 
1 Herodot. ix. 69. 
• Herodot. ix. 70; Demosthen@s cont. Timokrat. p. 741, c. 33· Pau­

sanias (i. 27, 2) doubts whether this was really the scimitar of Mardonius, 
contending that the Lacedremonians would never have permitted the 
Athenians to take it. 

' Herodot. ix. 70: compare ..£schyl. Pers. 8o5-824- He singles out 
" the Dorian spear " as the great weapon of destruction to the Persians at 
Platrea-very justly. Dr. Blomfield is surprised at this compliment ; but 
it is to be recollected that all the earlier part of the tragedy had been em­
ployed in setting forth the glory of Athens at Salamis, and he might well 
afford to give the Peloponnesians the credit which they deserved at Platrea. 
Pindar distributes the honour between Sparta and Athens in like manner 
(Pyth. i. 76). 
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computation : about the Grecian loss his statement deserves 
more attention, when he tells us that there perished ninety-one 
Spartans, sixteen Tegeans, and fifty-two Athenians. Herein 
however is not included the loss of the Megarians when 
attacked by the Theban cavalry, nor is the number of slain 
Lacedremonians, not Spartans, specified : while even the other 
numbers actually stated are decidedly smaller than the probable 
truth, considering the multitude of Persian arrows and the 
unshielded right side of the Grecian hoplite. On the whole, 
the affirmation of Plutarch, that not less than 1360 Greeks were 
slain in the action appears probable : all doubtless hoplites­
for little account was then made of the light-armed, nor indeed 
are we told that they took any active part in the battle.l 
Whatever may have been the numerical loss of the Persians, 
this defeat proved the total ruin of their army: but we may 
fairly presume that many were spared and sold into slavery,2 
while many of the fugitives probably found means to join 
the retreating division of Artabazus. That general made a 
rapid march across Thessaly and Macedonia, keeping strict 
silence about the recent battle, and pretending to be sent 
on a special enterprise by Mardonius, whom he reported to be 
himself approaching. If Herodotus is correct (though it may 
well be doubted whether the change of sentiment in Thessaly 
and the other medising Grecian states was so rapid as he im­
plies), Artabazus succeeded in traversing thBse countries before 
the news of the battle became generally known, and then 
retreated by the straightest and shortest route through the 
interior of Thrace to Byzantium, from whence he passed into 
Asia. The interior tribes, unconquered and predatory, harassed 
his retreat considerably ; but we shall find long afterwards 
Persian garrisons in possession of many principal places on the 
Thracian coast.3 It will be seen that Artabazus subsequently 
rose higher than ever in the estimation of Xerxes. 

1 Plutarch, Aristeid~s, c. 19. K!eidemus, quoted by Plutarch, stated 
that all the fifty-two Athenians who perished belonged to the tribe JEantis, 
which distinguished itself in the Athenian ranks. But it seems impossible 
to believe that nD citizens belpnging to the other nine tribes were killed. 

2 Diodorus indeed states that Pausanias was so apprehensive of the 
numbers of the Persians, that he forbade his soldiers to give quarter or 
take any prisoners (xi. 32); but this is hardly to be believed, in spite of 
his assertion. His ~tatement that the Greeks lost ro,ooo men is still less 
admissible. 

3 Herodot. ix. 89. The allusions of Demosthen€!s to Perdikkas king of 
Macedonia, who is said to have attacked the Persians on their flight from 
Platrea, and to have rendered their ruin complete, are too loose to deserve 
attention ; more especially as Perdikkas was not then king of Macedonia 
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Ten days did the Greeks employ after their victory, first in 

burying the slain, next in collecting and apportioning the 
booty. The Laced:emonians, the Athenians, the Tegeans, the 
Megarians and the Phliasians each buried their dead apart, 
erecting a separate tomb in commemoration. The Laced:e· 
monians, indeed, distributed their dead into three fractions, in 
three several burial-places : one for those champions who 
enjoyed individual renown at Sparta, and among whom were 
included the most distinguished men slain in the recent battle, 
such as Poseidonius, Amompharetus the refractory captain, 
Philokyon, and Kallikrates-·a second for the other Spartans 
and Laced:emonians l-and a third for the Helots. Besides 
these sepulchral monuments, erected in the neighbourhood of 
Plat:ea by those cities whose citizens had really fought and 
fallen, there were several similar monuments to be seen in the 
days of Herodotus, raised by other cities which falsely pre­
tended to the same honour, with the connivance and aid of 
the Plat:eans.2 The body of Mardonius was discovered among 
the slain, and treated with respect by Pausanias, who is even 
said to have indignantly repudiated advice offered to him by 
an lEginetan, that he should retaliate upon it the ignominious 
treatment inflicted by Xerxes upon the dead Leonidas.8 On 
(Demosthen~s cont. Aristokrat. p. 687, c. 51; and ?r<pl luvnl~ews, p. 
173, c. 9). 

1 Herodot. ix. 84- 1rerodotus indeed assigns this second burial-place 
only to the other .Spartans, apart fron1 the Select. He takes no notice of 
the Lacedremonians not Spartans, either in the battle or in reference to 
burial, though he had informed us that sooo of them were included in the 
army. Some of them must have been slain, and we may fairly presume 
that they were buried along with the Spartan citizens generally. As to the 
word ip,as, or dpevas, or [?r?Teas (the two last being both conjectural 
readings), it seems impossible to arrive at any certainty: we do not know 

1 
by what name these select warriors were called. 

~ Herodot. ix. Ss. T~v ()' a1..l\ow 51TOI ""l cpcdvoV'tO.I iv Ull.aTal~fTI ~6VTES 
Td.tj>o!, 70V'TOV$ 8~, w s l:l'lo 1T u v e &. v 0 ,u. cu, Ena.HJXVVO)J.fVDVS 711 lt"'rEUTO"i T7]s 

p,&X7J>, ~!<&urovs XWP,O.'ra xwuat I<EIVii, '1'WV iTri"}'IVOfl-fVWV <YIIEICEII av8pwtrwv· 
.!?Tel /Cal Al"}'IV7JTEWV ~<TTl abT691 ltali.•Op.evos .,.cfcpos, 'TQV ~yw aJ<o6w l<al Ofi<Q 
iTEITI liunpov p.erii '1'0.V'1'a, li•1)9EV'TWV 'TWV' Al"}'IV7JTlwv, xtilual K1..•&1hw 'I'QV 
AbrooiJ<ov, /£vlipa Ui\a'Talea, ?rpO~•wov lovTa ab'Tw.v. 

This is a curious statement, derived by Herodotus doubtless from personal 
in~uiries made at Plat<ea. 

Herodot. ix. 78, 79· This suggestion, so abhorrent to Grecian feeling, 
is put by the historian into the mouth of the JEginetan Lamp6n. In my 
preceding note I have alluded to another statement made by Herodotus, not 
very creditable to the JEginetans : there is moreover a third (ix. So) in 
which he represents them as having cheated the Helots in their purchas~s of 
the booty. We may presume him to have heard all these anecdotes at 
Platrea : at the time when he probably visited that place, not long before 
the Peloponnesian war, the inhabitants were united in the most intimate 
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the morrow the body was stolen away and buried ; by whom, 
was never certainly known, for there were many different pre­
tenders who obtained reward on this plea from Artyntes the 
son of Mardonius. The funereal monument was yet to be seen 
in the time of Pausanias.l 

The spoil was rich and multifarious-gold and silver in 
Darics as well as in implements and ornaments, carpets, 
splendid arms and clothing, horses, camels, &c., even the 
magnificent tent of Xerxes, left on his retreat with Mardonius, 
was included.2 By order of the general Pausailias, the Helots 
collected all the valuable articles into one spot for division ; 
not without stealing many of the golden ornaments, which, in 
ignorance of the value, they were persuaded by the .IEginetans 
to sell as brass. After reserving a tithe for the Delphian 
Apollo, together with ample offerings for the Olympic Zeus and 
the Isthmian Poseidon, as well as for Pausanias as general­
the remaining booty was distributed among the different con­
tingents of the army in proportion to their respective numbers. 3 

The concubines of the Persian chiefs were among the prizes 
distributed: there were probably however among them many 
of Grecian birth, restored to their families; and one especially, 
overtaken in her chariot amidst the flying Persians, with rich 
jewels and a numerous suite, threw herself at the feet of Pau­
sanias himself, imploring his protection. She proved to be the 
daughter of his personal friend Hegetorid~s of Kos, carried off 
by the Persian Pharandates; and he had the satisfaction of 
restoring her to her father.4 Large as the booty collected was, 
there yet remained many valuable treasures ~uried in the 

manner with Athens, and· doubtless sympathised in the hatred of the 
Athenians against JEgina. It does not from hence follow that the stories 
are all untrue. I disbelieve, indeed, the advice said to have been given by { 
Lamp6n to crucify the body of Mardonius-which has more the air of a 
poetical contrivance for bringing out an honourable sentiment, than of a real 
incident. But there seems no reason to doubt the truth of the other two 
stories. Herodotus does but too rarely specify his informants : it is interesting 
to scent out the track in which his inquiries have been prosecuted. 

After the battle of Kunaxa, and the death of Cyrus the younger, his dead 
body had the head and hands cut off, by order of Artaxerxes, and nailed to 
a cross (Xenoph. Anab. i. 10, I ; iii. I, 17). 

l Herodot. ix. 84 ; Pausanias, ix. 2, 2. 
2 Herodot. ix. 8o, 81 : compare vii. 41-83. 
3 Diodorus (xi. 33) states this proportional distribution. Herodotus onl,y 

says-~A.a./3ov ~!(au-roo .-O,v ~~~·•• tuav (ix. 81). 
' Herodot. ix. 76, So, 8r, 82. The fate of these female companions of 

the Persian grandees, on the taking of the camp by an enemy, forms a ~ 
melancholy picture here as well as at Issus, and even at Kunaxa : see i 
Diodor. xvii. 35 ; Quintus Curtius, iii. xi. 21 ; Xeno:(>h· Anab. i. 10, 2. 
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ground, which the Platrean inhabitants afterwards discovered 
and appropriated. 

The real victors in the battle of Platrea were the Lace­
dremonians, Athenians and Tegeans. The Corinthians and 
others,. forming part of the army opposed to Mardonius, did 
not reach the field until the battle was ended, though they 
doubtless aided both in the assault of the fortified camp and in 

' the subsequent operations against Thebes, and were universally 
; recognised, in inscriptions and panegyrics, among the champions 
~ who had contributed to the liberation of Greece.l It was not 

till after the taking of the Persian camp that the contingents of 
Elis and Mantineia, who may perhaps have been among the 
convoys prevented by the Persian cavalry from descending the 
passes of Kithreron, first reached the scene of action. Mortified 
at having missed their share in the glorious exploit, the new­
comers were at first eag~r to set off in pursuit of Artabazus : 
but the Lacedremonian commander forbade them, and they 

t returned home without any other consolation than that of 
, banishing their generals for not having led them forth more 
· promptly.2 . 

There yet remained the most efficient ally of Mardonius­
the city of Thebes ; which Pausanias summoned on the 
eleventh day after the battle, requiring that the medising leaders 
should be delivered up, especially Timegenidas and Attaginus. 
On receiving a refJsal, he began to batter their walls, and to 

1 Plutar£h animadverts severely (De Malign. Herodot. p. 873 ; compare 
Plut. Aristeid. c. rg) upon Herodotus, because he states that none of the 
Greeks had any share in the battle of Platrea except the Lacedremonians, 
Tegeans, and Athenians : the orator Lysias repeats the same statement 
(Oratio Funebr. c. g). If this were the fact (Plutarch asks) how comes it 
that the inscriptions and poems of the time recognise the exploit as per· 
formed by the whole Grecian army, Corinthians and others included? But 
these inscriptions do not really l:ontradict what is affirmed by Herodotus. 
The actual battle was fought only by a part of the collective Grecian army; 
but this happened in a great measure by accident ; the rest were little more 
than a mile off, and until within a few hours had been occupying part of the 
same continuous line of position : moreover, if the battle had lasted a little 
longer, they would have come up in time to render actual help. They 
would naturally be considered, therefore, as entitled to partake in the glory 
of the entire result. 

When however in after-times a stranger visited Platrea, and saw Lace· 
dremonian, Tegean, and Athenian tombs, but no Corinthian nor JEginetan, 
&c., he would naturally enquire how it happened that none of these latter 
had fallen in the battle, and would then be informed that they were not 
really present at it. Hence the motive for these cities to erect empty 
sepulchral monuments on the spot, as Herodotus informs us that they after· 
wards did or caused to be done by individual Platreans. 

i Herodot. ix. 77· 
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adopt the still more effective measure of laying waste their 
territory; giving notice that the work of destruction would be 
continued until these chiefs were given up. After twenty days 
of endurance, the chiefs at length proposed, if it should prove 
that Pausanias peremptorily required their persons and refused 
to accept a sum of money in commutation, to surrender them­
selves voluntarily as the price of liberation for their country. 
A negotiation was accordingly entered into with Pausanias, 
and the persons demanded were surrendered to him, excepting 
Attag!nus, who found means to escape at the last moment. 
His sons, whom he left behind, were delivered up as substitutes, 
but Pausanias refused to touch them, with the just remark, 
which in those times was even generous, 1 that they were nowise 
implicated in the medzsm of their father. Tim€:genidas and 
the remaining prisoners were carried off to Corinth and 
immediately put to death, without the smallest discussion or 
form of trial: Pausanias was apprehensive that if any delay or 
consultation were granted, their wealth and that of their friends 
would effectu<tllY purchase voices for their acquittal,-indeed 
the prisoners themselves had been induced to give themselves 
up partly in that expectation. 2 It is remarkable that Pausanias 
himself only a few years afterwards, when attainted of treason, 
returned and surrendered himself at Sparta under similar hopes 
of being able to buy himself off by money.3 In this hope 
indeed he found himself deceived, as Tilhegenidas had been 
deceived before : but the fact is not the less to be noted as 
indicating the general impression that the leading men in a 
Grecian city were usually open to bribes in judicial. matters, 
and that individuals superior to this temptation were rare 
exceptions. I shall have occasion to dwell upon this recognised 
untrustworthiness of the leading Greeks when I come to' 
explain the extremely popular cast of the Athenian judicature. 

Whether there was any positive vote taken among the Greeks 
respecting the prize of val?ur at the battle of Plata:a may well 

l See, a little above in this chapter, the treatment of the wife and children 
of the Athenian senator Lykidas {Herodot. ix. 5). Compare also Herodot. 
iii. II6; ix. 120. 

2 Herodot. ix. 87, 88. 
3 Thucyd. i. 13!. l£ctt1ftO"'TfVWV xrrflf'«O"t 8lMVO"HV "T~V 8ta$oA.~v. Com. 

pare Thucyd. Yiii. 45, where he states that the h·ierarchs and generals of 
the Lacedremonian and allied fleet (all escept Hermokrat&s of Syracuse) 
received bribes from Tissaphernes to betray the interests both of their sea· 
men and of their country; also c. 49 of the same book about the Lacedre­
monian general Astyochus. The bribes received by the Spartan kings 
Leotychides and P!eistoanax are recorded (Herodot. vi. 72 ; Thucyd. ii. 21 ). 
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be doubted : and the silence of Herodotus goes far to negative 
an important statement of Plutarch, that the Athenians and 
Lacedremonians were on the point of coming to an open 
rupture, each thinking themselves entitled to the prize-that 
Aristeides appeased the Athenians, and prevailed upon them 
to submit to the general decision of the allies-and that 
Megarian and Corinthian leaders contrived to elude the 
dangerous rock by bestowing the prize on the Platreans, to 
which proposition both Aristeides and Pausanias acceded.1 

But it seems that the general opinion recognised the Lacedre­
monians and Pausanias as bravest among the brave, seeing 
that they had overcome the best troops of the enemy and 
slain the general. In burying their dead warriors, the Lacedre­
monians singled out for peculiar distinction Philokyon, Posei­
donius, and Amompharetus the lochage, whose conduct in the 
fight atoned for his disobedience to orders. There was one 
Spartan however who had surpassed them all-Aristodemus, 
the single survivor of the troop of Leonidas at Thermopylre. 
Having ever since experienced nothing but disgrace and insult 
from his fellow-citizens, this unfortunate man had become 
reckless of life, and at Platrea he stepped forth single-handed 
from his place in the ranks, performing deeds of the most 
heroic valour and determined to regain by his death the esteem 
of his countrymen. But the Spartans refused to assign to him 
the same funereal• honours as were paid to the other dis­
tinguished warriors, who had manifested exemplary forwardness 
and skill, yet without any desperate rashness, and without any 
previous taint such as to render life a burthen to them. Sub­
sequent valour might be held to efface this taint, but could not 
suffice to exalt Aristodemus to a level with the most honoured 
citizens. 2 0 ' 

But though we cannot belieye the statement of Plutarch that 
the Platreans received by general vote the prize of valour, it is 
certain that they were largely honoured and recompensed, as 
the proprietors of that ground on which the liberation of Greece 
had been achieved. The market-place and centre of their 
town was selected as the scene for the solemn sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, offered up by Pausanias after the battle, to Zeus 
Eleutheriu:; in the name and presence of all the assembled 
allies. The local gods and heroes of the Platrean territory, who 
had been invoked in prayer before the battle, and who had 
granted their soil as a propitious field for the Greek arms, were 

1 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 20; De Herodot. Malign. p. 873. 
2 Herodot. ix. 71, 72. 

VOL. V. ' L 
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made partakers of the ceremony, and witnesses as well as 
guarantees of the engagements with which it was accompanied.! 
The Platreans, now re-entering their city, which the Persian 
invasion had compelled them to desert, were invested with the 
honourable duty of celebrating the periodical sacrifice in com­
memoration of this great victory, as well as of -rendering care 
and religious service at the tombs of the fallen warriors. As 
an aid to enable them to discharge this obligation, which 
probably might have pressed hard upon them at a time when 
their city was half-ruined and their fields unsown, they received 
out of the prize-money the large allotment of eighty talents, 
which was partly employed in building and adorning a hand­
some temple of Athene-the symbol probably of renewed con­
nexion with Athens. They undertook to render religious 
honours every year to the tombs of the warriors, and to 
celebrate in every fifth year the grand public solemnity of the 
Eleutheria with gymnastic matches analogous to the other great 
festival games of Greece.2 In consideration of the discharge 
of these duties, together with the sanctity of the ground, 
Pausanias and the whole body of allies bound themselves by 
oath to guarantee the autonomy of Platrea, and the inviolability 
of her territory. This was an emancipation of the town from 
the bond of the Bceotian federation, and from the enforcing 
supremacy of Thebes as its chief. 

But the engagement of the allies appear:t to have had other 
objects also, larger than that of protecting Platrea, or establishing 
commemorative ceremonies. The defensive league against the 
Persians was again sworn to by all of them, and rendered per­
manent. An aggregate force of Io,ooo hoplites, Iooo cavalry, 
and 100 triremes, for the purpose of carrying on the war, was 
agreed to and promised, the contingent of each ally being 
specified. Moreover the town of Platrea was fixed on as the 
annual place of meeting, where deputies from all of them were 
annually to assemble. 3 

1 Thucyd. ii. 71, 72. So the Roman Emperor Vitellius, on visiting the 
field of Bebriacum where his troops had recently been victorious, "instaur­
abat sacrum Diis loci'' (Tacitus, Histor. ii. 70). 

2 Thucyd. ii. 71 ; Plutarch, Aristeid&s, c. 19-21 ; Strabo., ix. p. 412; 
Pansanias, ix. 2, 4· 

The Elentheria were celebrated on the fourth of the Attic month Boedro­
mion, which was the day on which the battle itself was fought ; while the 
annual decoration of the tombs, and ceremonies in honour of the deceased, 
took place on the sixteenth of the Attic month M::emakti!rion. K. F. 
Hermann (Gottesdienstliche Alterthiimer der Griechen, ch. 63, note g) has 
treated these two celebrations as if they were one. · 

8 Plutarch, Aristeidt!s, c. 21. 
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This resolution is said to have been adopted on the proposi­

tion of Aristeides, whose motives it is not difficult to trace. 
Though the Persian army had sustained a signal defeat, no one 
knew how soon it might re-assemble, or be reinforced. Indeed, 
even later, after the battle of Mykale had become known, a 
fresh invasion of the Persians was still regarded as not 

· improbable; 1 nor did any one then anticipate that extra­
ordinary fortune and activity whereby the Athenians afterwards 
organised an alliance such as to throw Persia on the defensive. 
Moreover, the northern half of Greece was still medising, either 
in reality or in appearance, and new efforts on the part of 
Xerxes might probably keep up his ascendency in those parts. 
Now assuming the war to be renewed, Aristeides and the 
Athenians had the strongest interest in providing a line of 
defence which should cover Attica as well as Peloponnesus ; 
and in preventing the Peloponnesians from confining themselves 
to their Isthmus, as they had done before. To take advan~ge 
for this purpose of the new-born reverence and gratitude which 
now bound the Lacedoemonians to Platrea, was an idea eminently 
suitable to the moment ; though the unforeseen subsequent 
start of Athens, combined with other events, prevented both 
the extensive alliance and the inviolability of Platrea, projected 
by Aristeides, from taking effect. a 

On the same day that Pausanias and the Grecian land army 
• 

l Thucyd. i. 90. 
2 It is to this general and solemn meeting, held at Platrea after the vic­

tory, that we might probably refer another vow noticed by the historians 
and orators of the subsequent century, if that vow were not of suspicious 
authenticity. The Greeks, while promising faithful attachment, and con· 
tinued peaceful dealing among themselves, and engaging at the same time 
to amerce in a tithe of their property all who had mediscd-are said to have 
vowed that they would not repair or rebuild the temples which the Persian 
invader had burnt; but would leave them in their half-ruined condition as 
a monument of his sacrilege. Some of the injured t~ nples near Athens 
were seen in their half-burnt state even by the traveller Pausanias (x. 35, 2), 
in his time. Perikl<:s, forty years after the battle, tried to convoke a Pan­
Hellenic assembly at Athens, for the purpose of deliberating what should be 
done with these temples (Plutarch, Perikles, c. 17). Yet Theopompus pro­
nounced this al)eged oath to be a fabrication, though both the orator 
Lykurgus and _DiodOf]lS profess to report it verbatim. We may safely 
assert that the oath, as they give it, is not genuine ; but perhaps the vow of 
tithing those who had voluntarily joined Xerxes, which Herodotus refers 
to an earlier period, when success was doubtful, may now have been 

. renewed in the moment of victory : see Diodor. ix. 29 ; Lykurgus cont. 
Leokrat. c. 19, p. 193 ; Polybius, ix. 33; Isokrat~s, Or. iv. ; Panegyr. 
c. 41, p. 74; Theopompus, Fragm. 167, ed. Didot; Suidas, v. A•Ko:· 
-r•lmv, Cicero de Republic£, iii. 9, and the beginning of the chapter last 
but one preceding, of this History. 
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discovered that the enemy's fleet had already been withdrawn 
from the island ·to the neighbouring continent. For the 
Persian commanders had been so disheartened with the defeat 
of Salamis that they were not disposed to fight again at sea : 
we do not know the numbers of their fleet, but perhaps a con­
siderable proportion of it may have consisted of Ionic Greeks, 
whose fidelity was now very doubtful. Having abandoned 
the idea of a sea-fight, they permitted their Phrenician squadron 
to depart, and sailed with their remaining fleet to the promon­
tory of Mykale near Miletus.l Here they were under the 
protection of a land-force of 6o,ooo men, under the command of 
Tigranes-the main reliance of Xerxes for the defence of Ionia. 
The ships were dragged ashore, and a rampart of stones and 
stakes was erected to protect them, while the defending army 
lined the shore, 'and seemed amply sufficient to repel attack 
from seaward.2 

It was not long before the Greek fleet arrived. Disappointed 
of their intention of fighting, by the flight of the enemy 
from Samos, they had at first proposed either to return home, 
or to turn aside to the Hellespont : but they were at last 
persuaded by the Ionian envoys to pursue the enemy's fleet and 
again offer battle at Mykale. On reaching that point, they 
discovered that the Persians had abandoned the sea, intending 
to fight only on land. So much had the Greeks now become 
emboldened, that t!J.ey ventured to disembark and attack the 
united land-force and sea-force before them. But since much 
of their chance of success depended on the desertion of the 
Ionians, the first proceeding of Leotychides was, to copy the 
previous manreuvre of Themistokles, when retreating from 
Artemisium, at the watering-places of Eubrea. Sailing along 
close to the coast, he addressed, through a herald of loud 
voice1 earnest appeals to the Ionians among the enemy to 
revolt ; calculating, even if they did not listen to him, that he 
should at least render them mistrusted by the Persians. He 

1 Herodotus describes the Persian position by topographical in<fications 
known to his readers, but not open to be determined by us-Greson, Skolo· 
poeis, the chapel of D@m@t~r, built by Philistus one of the primitive colonists 
of Miletus, &c. (ix. 96) : from the language of Herodotus, we may suppose 
that Greson was the name of a town as well as of a river (Ephorus ap. 
Athenre. vi. p. 31 r). 

The eastern promontory (Cape l'oseidion) of Samos was separated only 
by seven stadia from Mykal~ (Strabo, xiv. p. 637), near to the place where 
Glauke was situated (Thucyd. viii. 79)-modern observers make the dis· 
tance rather more than a mile (Poppo. Proleg~. ad Thucyd. vol. ii. 
p. 465)· 

2 Herodot. ix. 96, 97· 
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then disembarked his troops, and marshalled them for the 
purpose of attacking the Persian camp on land : while the 
Persian generals, surprised by this daring manifestation, and 
suspecting, either from his manceuvre, or from previous 
evidences, that the Ionians were in secret collusion with him, 
ordered the Samian contingent to be disarmed, and the 
Milesians to retire to the rear of the army, for the purpose of 
occupying the various mountain roads up to the summit of 
Mykale-with which the latter were familiar as a part of their 
own territory.l 

Serving as these Greeks in the fleet were, at a distance from 
their own homes, and having left a powerful army of Persians 
and Greeks under Mardonius in Bceotia, they were of course 
full of anxiety lest his arms might prove victorious and 
extinguish the freedom of their country. It'was under these 
feelings of solicitude for their absent brethren that they 
disembarked, and were made ready for attack by the afternoon. 
But it was the afternoon of an ever-memorable day-the fourth 
of the month Boedromion (about September) 479 B.C. B) 
a remarkable coincidence, the victory of Plat:£a in Bceoti: 
had been gained by Pausanias that very morning. At th 
moment when the Greeks were advancing to the charge, 
divine Pheme or message flew into the camp. Whilst a 
herald's staff was seen floated to the shore by the western 
wave, the symbol of electric transmission• across the .!Egean 
-the revelation, sudden, simult~neous, irresistible, . struck at 
once upon the minds of all, as if the multitude had one 
common soul and sense, ·acquainting them that on that very 
morning their countrymen in Bmotia had gained a complete 
victory over Mardonius. At once the previous anxiety was 
dissipated, and the whole army, full of joy and confidence, 
charged with redoubled energy. Such is the account giv~n by 
Herodotus, 2 and doubtless universally accepted in his time, 

1 Hemdot. ix. 98, 99, 104. 
2 Herodot. ix. IOO, IOL laudl lie d</JI ("EA..\?)<Tl) </JfJ[.<'IJ TE ~<T41rTO.TO 

~. TO <1Tpo.T61reoov ..-iiv, t<o.l t<r)pvt<{Ji"ov l</J&.vn brl Tijs I<Vf<O.TW"f~S 
K:eip.evov· n li~ </>fJP.'l li<ijii.IJe <rtf>< ;;;a., &s ol "E.\ii.1']VES ·dw Mo.pi'ioviou 
<TTpO.T<JJV PlK:rpEP ~~~ BOIWTOtdl p.o.xJi<EJ/01. AijJI.o. o1! 1ro.\J\.oidt T€/C[.<'!Jpfour.( ~<TTl 
'ttt 6eio. TWJI 1rp?)'"yp.Jm:ov, el t<o.l T.iTE TijS o.vr1)s -l]p.epns dtJP,1rl7rTOUdr)S rov .,.. 
Ell U.\aTo.<j]<T< Kal Toil iv MV!c&..\v f<E.\il.ovros (<TE<T8o.• TpWp.aTos, rpfJp.'IJ ToZrn 
~E.\il.7]<rl TOl<TI TO.U'TJ') e<ra-zr{KET01 {/,u'TE iJapuijua£ TE Tnv <trpar1nv 1ro.\l-.cp 
f<a.\'Aov, l<al e8e'AE£V ?TpoOvp.&'tepov KLVOVJIEUE<II • • • ')'<'yovlvo.• lie vi/11']11 'TWII 
P,E'ttt Uo.tJa'O.V{Ew 'Eil.il.f}vwv iJpllws ""'' 7J <f>{,p.7] crvv./3o.<JIE eil.iloiiua.· TO 
p.~v ')'ttp Ev U.\o.To.<y.r• 1rpwt ln Tiis -ijp.ep71s i')'iveTo· TO lie ev Mv1<&.il.p, ?Tepl 
oe1A7)1/ • • • 'i\v oe lr.ppw8{7] <1</JI ?Tplv 'Tnv <PfJP.71" Ed0.'1Tlld<T8at, oliTl ?Tepl a'tf>.wv 
o.v'Tiwv oiJ.,...,, &s -rwv 'Eii.'A.f,vwv, p.7! 1repl Mapoov!tp ·na!up v 'Eil..\as· &s p.ev'tOI 
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when the combatants of Mykale were alive to tell their own 
story. He moreover mentions another of those coincidences 

~ «ll.y3wv ali'T'II O'<f>t ~O'E'Ir'Trno, p.a;>..l\.Sv "' Kal 'Ta.x-b'T<pov "tw 7rpCO'oliov 
l'll'otEvv'To: compare Plutarch, Paul. Emilius, c. 24, 25, about the battle of 
Pydna.-The <P'hP.'II which circulated through the assembled army of 
Mardonius in Bceotia, respecting his intention to kill the Phokians, turned 
out incorrect (Herodot. ix. I 7). 

Two passages in JEschines (cont. Timarchum, c. 27, p. 57, and De Fals. 
Legat. c. 45, p. 290) are peculiarly valuable as illustrating the ancient idea 
of <i>f,p.'ll-a divine voice or vocal goddess, generally considered as informing 
a crowd of persons at once, or moving them all by one and the same 
unanimous feeling-the Vox Dei passing into the Vox Populi. There was 
an altar to 4>1,1''11 at Athens (Pausan. i. I7, I); compare Hesiod. Opp. Di. 
76I, and the "OO'O'a of Homer, which is essentially the same idea as 4>-hP.'II : 
Iliad, ii. 93· f'E'Til. at 0'</>10'111 "00'11'a Selif,et '0Tp6vov0'' Uva.t, .O.tbs llr'Y•ll.os; 
also Odyssey, i. 282-opposed to the idea of a distinct human speaker or 
informant-1/v T(s 'Tot d'll'y<f• fJpoT&v, f]"O!I'rTav &.~oV!1'f1S 'EK .O.<bs, ~ore p.dli.<!I'Ta 
<f>Ep€1 K.li.Eos &v9pcinrot!1'<; and Odyss. xxiv. 4I2. "0!1'!1'a 1)' &.p' II'Y'Y•"-os J>i<a 
!<a.Til. 'tr'TOl\111 cPXE'To 1rdv-r'11, Mv..,rr-r1,pwv rTTv'Yepbv 8dva-rov Kal ~<fip' evE'II'ovrra. 
The word KJI.yod!v is used in the same meaning by Sophokl&s, Philoktet. 
:t55 : Kll.yo.lv at Smyrna had altars as a goddess, Aristeides, Orat. xl. p. 
507, ed. Dindorf, p. 754 (see Andokides de Mysteriis, c. 22, p. 64): 
Herodotus in the passage now before us considers the two as identical­
compare also Herodot. v. 72. Both words are used also to signify an omen 
conveyed by some undesigned human word or speech, which in that 
particular case is considered as determined by the special intervention of 
the gods, for the information of some person who hears it: see Homer, 
Odyss. xx. IOO: compare also Aristophan. Aves, 7I9; Sophokles, CEdip. 
Tyr. 43-472 ; Xenoph~1, Symposion, c. I4, s. 48. 

The descriptions of Fama by Virgil, JEneid. iv. 176 seq., and Ovid, 
Metamorph. xii. 40 seq., are more diffuse and overcharged, departing from 
the simplicity of the Greek conception. 

We may notice, as partial illustrations of what is here intended, those 
sudden, unaccountable impressions of panic terror which occasionally ran 
through the ancient armies or assembled multitudes, and which were 
supposed to be produced by Pan or by Nymphs-indeed sudden, violent 
and contagious impressions of every kind, not merely of fear. Livy, x. zS. 
"Victorem equitatum velut lymphaticus pavor dissipat." ix., 27. "Milites, 
incertum ob quam causam, lymphatis similes ad arma discurrunt "-in 
Greek IIVJ.L<fJOJI.'II'II''TOt: compare Polyren. iv. 3, 26, and an instructive note of 
Miltzel, ad Quint. Curt. iv. 46, I (iv. I2, I4)-

But I cannot better illustrate that idea which the Greeks invested with 
divinity under the name of IP{,J.L'II than by transcribing a striking passage 
from M. Michelet's Histoire de la Revolution Frant;:oise. The illustration 
is the more instructive, because the religious point of view, which in 
Herodotus is predominant,-and which, to the believing mind, furnishes 
an explanation pre-eminently satisfactory-has passed away in the historian 
of the nineteenth century, and gives place to a graphic description of the 
real phenomenon, of high importance in human affairs ; the common 
susceptibilities, common inspiration, and common spontaneous impulse, of 
a multitude, effacing for the time each man's separate individuality. 

M. Michelet is about to describe that ever-memorable event-the capture 
of the Ba.~tile, on the 14th of July, I789 (ch. vii. vol i. p. ros). 
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which the Greek mind always seized upon with so much 
avidity: there was a chapel of the Eleusinian Demeter close to 
the field of battle at Mykale, as well as at Platrea. Diodorus 
and other later writers,1 who wrote when the impressions of 
the time had vanished, and when divine interventions were 
less easily and literally admitted, treat the whole proceeding 

''Versailles, avec un gouvernement organise, un roi, des ministres, un 
general, une armee, n'etoit qu'hesitation, doute, incertitude, dans Ia plus 
complete anarchie morale. 

"Paris, bouleverse, delaisse de toute autorite legale, dans un desordre 
apparent, atteignit, le 14 Juillet, ce qui moralement est l'ordre le plus 
profond, l'unanimite des esprits. 

"Le 13 Juillet, Paris ne songeait qu'a se defendre. Le 14, il attaqua. 
"Le 13, au soir, il y avoit encore des doutes, i! n'y en eut plus le matin. 

Le soir etoit plein de troubles, de fureur desordonnee. Le matin fut 
lumineux et d'une serenite terrible. 

" Une idle se kt'a sur Paris avec le jour, et lous virent la meme lumiere. 
Une lumiere dans !es esprits, et dam chaque cmur ·une voix: Va, et tu 
prendras !a Bastille ! 

" Cela etoit impossible, insense, etrange a dire ; . . . Et tons le crurent 
neanmoins. Et cela se fit. • 

"La Bastille, pour etre une vieille forteresse, n'en etoit pas moins impre· 
nable, a moins d'y mettre plusieurs jours, et beaucoup d'artillerie. Le 
peuple n'avoit en cette crise ni le temps ni les moyens de faire un siege 
regulier. L'eut-il fait, Ia Bastille n'avoit pas a craindre, ayant assez de 
vivres pour attendre un secours si proche, et d'immenses munitions de 
guerre. Ses murs de dix pieds d' epaisseur au sommet des tours, de trente 
et quarante a !a base, pouvaient rire longtemps des boulets : et ses batteries, 
a elle, dont le feu plongeoit sur Paris, auroient ptf en attendant demolir 
tout le Marais, tout le Faubourg St. Antoine. 

" L'attaque de !a Bastille ne fut un acte nullement raisonnab!e. Ce fut 
l un acte de foi. 

'' Personne ne proj>osa. Maz's tous crurent et tous agirmt. Le long, des 
rues, des quais, des ponts, des boulevards, la foule criait a Ia foule-A la 
Bastille-a Ia Bastiile. Et dans le tocsin qui sonnoit, tous entendoient : A 
la Bastille. 

"Personne, je le n!j>Cte, ne donna /'impulsion. Les parleurs du Palais 
Royal passerent Je temps a dresser nne liste de proscription, a juger a mort 
Ia Reine, la Polignac, Artois, Je prev6t Flesselles, d'autres encore. Les 
noms des vainqueurs de Ia Bastille n'offrent pas un seul des faiseurs de 
motions. Le Palais Royal ne fut pas le point de depart, et ce n'est pas non 
plus au Palais Royal que les vainqueurs ramenerent les depouilleo et les 
prisonniers. 

"Encore moins les electeurs qui siegeaient a !'Hotel de Ville eurent-ils 
!'idee de l'attaque. Loin deJa, pour l'empecher, pour prevenir le carnage 
que Ia Bastille pouvoit faire si aisement, ils allerent jusqu'~ promettre au 
gouverneur,• que s'il retirait ses canons, on ne l'attaqueroit pas. Les 
electenrs ne trahissoient pas comme ils en furent accuses; mais ils n'avoient 
pas Ia foi. 

"Qui I'eut? Celui qui eut aussi le devouement, la force, pour accomplir 
sa foi. Qui? Le peuple, tout le mol) de.'' 

1 Diodor. xi. 35; Poly<en. i. 33· Justin (ii. 14) is astonished in relating 
"tan tam famre velocitatem." 
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as if it were a report designedly circulated by the generals, for 
the purpose of encouraging their army. 

The Laced~monians on the right wing, and the portion of 
the army near them, had a difficult path before them, over hilly 
ground and ravine; while the Athenians, Corinthians, Sikyo­
nians and Trcezenians, and the left half of the army, marching 
only along the beach, came much sooner into conflict with the 
enemy. The Persians, as at Plat~a, employed their gerrha, or 
wicker bucklers planted by spikes in the ground, as a breast­
work, from behind which they discharged their arrows ; and 
they made a strenuous resistance to prevent this defence from 
being overthrown. Ultimately, the Greeks succeeded in 
demolishing it; driving the enemy into the interior of the 
fortification, where they in vain tried to maintain themselves 
against the ardour of their pursuers, who forced their way into 
it almost along with the defenders. Even when this last ram­
part was carried, and when the Persian allies had fled, the 
native Persians still continued to prolong the struggle with 
undiminished bravery. Unpractised in line and drill, and 
acting only in small knots,1 with disadvantages of armour such 
as had been felt severely at Plat~a. they still maintained an 
unequal conflict with the Greek hoplites ; nor was it until the 
Laced~monians with their half of the army arrived to join in 
the attack, that the defence was abandoned as hopeless. The 
revolt of the Ioni:ms in the camp put the finishing stroke to 
this ruinous defeat. First, the disarmed Samians -next, other 
Ionians and JEolians-lastly, the Milesians who had been 
posted to guard the passes in the rear-not only deserted, but 
took an active part in the attack. The Milesians especially, to 
whom the Persians had trusted for guidance up to the summits 
of Mykale, led them by wrong roads, threw them into the 
hands of their pursuers, and at last set upon them with their 
own hands. A large number of the native Persians, together 
with both the generals of the land-force, Tigranes and :Mardontes, 
perished in this disastrous battle : the two Persian admirals, 
Artayntes and Ithamithres, escaped, but the army was irretriev­
ably dispersed, while all the ships which had been dragged up 
on the shore fell into the hands of the assailants, and were 
burnt. But the victory of the Greeks was by no means blood­
less. Among the left wing, upon which the brunt of the action 
had fallen, a considerable number of men were slain, especially 

1 Herodot. ix. 102. O~TOt OE (ntpcrat), KaT' oll.lyovs ytvOp.EVOt, ip.&.xowro 
'ToLut alEl Es TO TE'ixos Eu1r[1r-rouut 1 EAA~vwv. 

L 2 
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Sikyonians, with their 'commander Perilaus.1 The honours of 
the battle were awarded, first to the Athenians, next to the 
Corinthians, Sikyonians, and Trcezenians ; the Lacedremonians 
having done comparatively little. Hermolykus the Athenian, 
a celebrated pankratiast, was the warrior most distinguished for 
individual feats of arms.2 

The dispersed Persian army, so much of it at least as had at 
first found protection on the heights of Mykale, was withdrawn 
from the coast forthwith to Sardis under the command of 
Artayntes, whom Masistes, the brother of Xerxes, bitterly 
reproached on the score of cowardice in the recent defeat. 
The general. was at length so maddened by a repetition of 
these insults, that he drew his scimitar and would have slain 
Masistes, had he not been prevented by a Greek of Halikar­
nassus named Xenagoras, s who was rewarded by Xerxes with 
the government of Kilikia. Xerxes was still at Sardis, where 
he had remained ever since his return, and where he conceived 
a passion for the wife of his brother Masistes. The con­
sequences of his passion entailed upon that unfortunate woman 
sufferings too tragical to be described, by the orders of his own 
queen, the jealous and savage Amestris.4 But he had no 
fresh ao:ny ready to send down to the coast ; so that the Greek 
cities, even on the continent, were for the time practically 
liberated from Persian supremacy, while the insular Greeks 
were in a position of still greater safety. • 

The commanders of the victorious Grecian fleet, having full 
confidence in their power of defending the islands, willingly 
admitted the Chians, Samians, Lesbians, and the other islanders 
hitherto subjects of Persia, to the protection and reciprocal 
engagements of their alliance. We may presume that the 
despots Strattis and Theomestor were expelled from Chios and 
Samos. 6 But the Peloponnesian commanders hesitated in 
guaranteeing the same secure autonomy to the continental 
cities, which could not be upheld against the great inland 

1 Herodot. ix. 104, JOS. Diodorus (xi. 36) seems to follow different 
authorities from Herodotus : his statement varies in many particulars, but 
is less probable. 

Herodotus does not specify the loss on either side, nor Diodorus that of 
the Greeks ; but the latter says that 40,000 Persians and allies were slain. 

2 Herodot. ix. 105. 
8 Herodot. ix. 107. I do not know whether we may suppose Herodotus 

to have heard this from his fellow-citizen Xenagoras. 
' Herodot. ix. 108-I13. He gives the story at considerable length: it 

illustrates forcibly and painfully the interior of the Persian regal palace. 
6 Herodot. viii. 132. 
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power without efforts incessant as well as exhausting. Never­
theless, not enduring to abandon these continental Ionians to 
the mercy of Xerxes, they made the offer to transplant them 
into European Greece, and to made room for them by expelling 
the medising Greeks from their sea-port towns. But this pro­
position was at once repudiated by the Athenians, who would 
not permit that colonies originally planted by themselves should 
be abandoned, thus impairing the metropolitan dignity of 
Athens.1 The Laced1emonians readily acquiesced in this 
objection, and were glad, in all probability, to find honourable 
grounds for renouncing a scheme of wholesale dispossession 
eminently difficult to execute 2-yet at the same time to be 
absolved from onerous obligations towards the Ionians, and to 
throw upon Athens either the burden of defending or the 
shame of abandoning them. The first step was thus taken, 
which we shall quickly see followed by others, for giving to 
Athens a separate ascendency and separate duties in regard to 
the Asiatic Greeks, and for introducing first, the confederacy of 
Delos-next, Athenian maritime empire. 

From the coast of Ionia the Greek fleet sailed northward to 
the Hellespont, chiefly at the instance of the Athenians, and 
for the purpose of breaking down the Xerxeian bridge. For so 
imperfect was their information, that they believed this bridge 
to be still firm and in passable condition in September 479 B.c., 
though it had bee~ broken and useless at the time when Xerxes 
crossed the strait in his retreat, ten months before (about 
November 480 B.c.).8 Having ascertained on their arrival at 
Abydos the destruction of the bridge, Leotychides and the 
Peloponnesians returned home forthwith; out X::mthippus with 
the Athenian squadron resolved to remain and expel the 
Persians from the Thracian Chersonese. This peninsula had 
been in great part -an lttnenian possession, for the space of 
more than forty years, from the first settlement of the elder 

1 Herodot. ix. ro6 ; Diodor. xi. 37· The latter represents the Ionians 
and JEolians as having actually consented to remove into European Greece, 
and indeed the Athenians themselves as having at first consented to it, 
though the latter afterwards repented and opposed the scheme. 

2 Such wholesale transportations of population from one continent to 
another have always been more or less in the habits of Oriental despots, 
the Persians in ancient times and the Turks in more modern times : to a 
conjunction of free states like the Greeks they must have been imprac-
ticable. . 

See Von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmannischen Reichs, vol. i. book vi. 
p. zsr, for the forced migrations of people from Asia into Europe directed 
by the Turkish Sultan Bajazet (A.D. 1390-1400). 

3 Herodot. viii, II 5, II7; ix. ro6, II4. 
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Miltiades1 down to the suppression of the Ionic revolt, although 
during part of that time tributary to Persia. From the flight of 
the second Miltiades to the expulsion of Xerxes from Greece 
(493-480 B.c.), a period during which the Persian monarch was 
irresistible and full of hatred to Athens, no Athenian citizen 
would find it safe to live there. But the Athenian squadron 
from Mykale were now naturally eager both to re-establish the 
ascendency of Athens, and to regain the properties of Athenian 
citizens in the Chersonese. Probably many of the leading men, 
especially Kimon son of Miltiades, had extensive possessions 
there to recover, as Alkibiades had in after days, with private 
forts of his own.2 To this motive for attacking the Chersonese 
may be added another-the importance of its corn-produce, 
as well as of a clear passage through the Hellespont for the 
corn ships out of the Propontis to Athens and JEgina. a Such 
were the reasons which induced Xanthippus and the leading 
Athenians, even without the co-operation of the Peloponnesians, 
to undertake the si~g~ of .§estus-the strongest place in the 
peninsula, the key of the strait, and the centre in which all the 
neighbouring Persian garrisons, from Kardia and elsewhere, had 
got together under CEobazus and Artayktes. 4 

The Grecian inhabitants of the Chersonese readily joined th( 
Athenians in expelling the Persians, who, taken altogether b; 
surprise, had been constrained to throw themselves into Sestw 
without stores of provisions or means of makfhg a long defenc~e. 
But of all the Chersonesites the most forward and exasperated 
were the inhabitants of Eheus-the southernmost town of the 
peninsula, celebrated for its tomb, temple, and sacred grove of 
the hero Protesilaus, who figured in the Trojan legend as the 
foremost w~ior in the host of Agamemnon to leap ashore, and 
as the first victim to the spear of Hektor. The temple of Pro­
tesilaus, conspicuously placed on the sea-shore,s was a scene 
of worship and pilgrimage not merely for the inhabitants of 
El<eus, but also for the neighbouring Greeks generally, insomuch 
that it had been enriched with ample votive offerings and prob· 
ably deposits for security-money, gold and silver saucers, 

1 See the preceding volume of this History, ch. xxx., ch. x'xi''·• 
and ch. xxxv. of this volume. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 17. -ra tav-rov Teixn· 
3 Herodot. vii. 147. Schol. ad Aristophan. Equites, z6z. 
Jn illustration of the value set by Athens upon the command of the 

Hellespont, see Demosthen~s, De Fals. Legat. c. 59· 
4 Herodot. ix. II4, ll5· :S'f/ITT1w-q,po6pwv ~<ttl <j>uA.a~<lw -rov 1ravTos 

'EA.A.'f/<r1tOVTou-Thucyd. viii. 62: compare Xenopllou, Hellenic. iL i, 25,. 
6 Thncyd. viii. 102. 
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brazen implements, robes, and various other presents. · The 
story ran that when Xerxes was on his march across the Helles­
pont into Greece, Artayktes, greedy of all this wealth, and 
aware that the monarch would not knowingly permit the sanc­
tuary to be despoiled, preferred a wily request to him­
" Master, here is the house of a Greek, who in invading thy 
territory, met his just reward and perished: I pray thee give 
his house to me, in order that people may learn for the future 
not to invade thy land "-the whole soil 'of Asia being regarded 
by the Persian monarchs as their rightful possession, and Pro­
tesilaus having been in this sense an aggressor against them. 
Xerxes, interpreting the request literally, and not troubling 
himself to ask who the invader was, consented : upon which, 
Artayktes, while the army were engaged in their forward march 
into Greece, stripped the sacred grove of Protesilaus, carrying 
all the treasures to Sestus. He was not content without still 
further outragmg Grecian sentiment: he turned cattle into the 
grove, ploughed and sowed it, and was even said to have pro­
faned the sanctuary by visiting it with his concubines) Such 
proceedings were more than enough to raise the strongest anti­
pathy against him among the Chersonesite Greeks, who now 
crowded to reinforce the Athenians and blocked him up in 
Sestus. After a certain length of siege, the stock of provisions 
in the town failed, and famine began to make itself felt among 
the garrison ; whiG+! nevertheless still held out, by painful shifts 
and endurance, until a late period in the autumn, when the 
patience even of the Athenian besiegers was well nigh exhausted. 
It was with difficulty that the leaders repressed the clamorous 
desire manifested in their own camp to return to Athens. 

Impatience having been appeased, and the seamen kept 
together, the siege was pressed without relaxation, and presently 
the privations of the garrison became intolerable ; so that 
Artayktes and CEobazus were at last reduced to the necessity 
of escaping by stealth, letting themselves down with a few 
followers from the waU at a point where it was imperfectly 
blockaded. CEobazus found his way into Thrace, where how­
ever he was taken captive by the Absinthian natives and offered 
up as a sacrifice to their god Pleistorus: Artayktes fled north­
ward along the shores of the Hellespont, but was pursued 
by the Greeks, and made prisoner near JEgospotami, after a 
strenuous resistance. He was brought with his son in chains to 

I Herodot. ix. u6: compare i. 4· 'Ap .. aifi<'I''IIS, lz.vt,p nlpO''IIS, aeiVOS a~ J<al 
C.rci0'8aAos· &s Kal/3aO'tll.fia ~ll.auvov'l'a br' 'A8fwas ~~'117rci'I''IIO'f1 'I'C llpwnO'l/l.•w 
'I'OV 'I.pl1CA.ou xpfJp.a'l'a i{ 'EA.aiOVV'I'OS ~cpell.clji.EVOS. Compare Herodot. ii. 64. 
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Sestus, which immediately after his departure had been cheer­
fully surrendered by its inhabitants to the Athenians. It was 
in vain that he offered a sum of 100 talents as compensation to 
the treasury of Protesila,us, and a further sum of :zoo talents to 
the Athenians as personal ransom for himself and his son. So 
deep was the wrath inspired by his insults to the sacred ground, 
that both the Athenian commander Xanthippus, and the citizens 
of Elreus, disdained everything less than a severe and even cruel 
personal atonement for the outraged Protesilaus. Artayktes, 
after having first seen his son stoned to death before his eyes, 
was hung up to a lofty board fixed for the purpose, and left to 
perish, on the spot where the Xerxeian bridge had ceen fixed.l 
There is something in this proceeding more 'Jriei1tal than 
Grecian: it is not in the Grecian character to aggravate death 
by artificial and lingering preliminaries. 

After the capture of Sestus the Athenian fleets returned home 
with their plunder, towards the commencement of winter, not 
omitting to carry with them the vast cables of the Xerxeian 
bridge, which had been taken in the town, as a trophy to adorn 
the acropolis of Athens.2 

l Herodot. ix. 118, r 19, 120. Oi ')'dp 'E?\<UOV<TtoL 'Ttjl npw'T€<Tll\erp 'T!JJ.Wp~OI"TE! 
~o~ov,.& p.w ""'T"XP1l<T8i)vo.•, Ko.l a.uTov Tov <T'TpctT'I)'JIDV 'TO.V'Tp lJ v&os l<t>•P•· 

2 Herodot. ix. tzr. It must be either to the joint Grecian armament of 
this year, or to that of the former year, that Plutarch must attend his cele­
brated story respecting the proposition advanced by-r'hemistokH!s and con· 
demned by Aristeid~s, to apply (Plutarch, Themistokles, c. 2.0; Aristeid~s, 
c. 2.2.). He tells us that the Greek fleet was all assembled to pass the 
winter in the Thessalian harbour of Pagasre, when Themistokles formed the 
project of burning all the other Grecian ships except the Athenian, in order 
that no city except Athens might have a naval force. Themistokl~s (he 
tells us) intimated to the people, that he had a proposition, very advan­
tageous to the state, to communicate ; but that it could not be publicly 
proclaimed and discussed : upon which they desired him to mention it 
privately to Aristeides. Themistokles did so ; and Aristeides told the 
people that the project was at once eminently advantageous and not less 
eminently unjust. Upon which the people renounced it forthwith, without 
asking what it was. 

Considering the great celebrity which this story has obtained, some 
allusion. to it was necessary, though it has long ceased to be received as 
matter of history. It is quite inconsistent with the narrative of Herodotus, 
as well as with all the conditions of the time : Pagasoo was Thessalian, and 
as such, hostile to the Greek fleet rather than otherwise : the fleet seems to 
have never been there : moreover we may add, that taking matters as they 
then stood, when the fear from Persia was not at all terminated, the 
Athenians would have lost more than they gained by burning the ships of 
the other Greeks, so that Themistokli's was not very likely to conceive the 
scheme, nor Aristeid~s to describe it in the language put into his mouth. 

The story is probably the invention of some Greek of the Platonic age, 
who wished to contrast justice with expediency and Aristeides with The-
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Events m Sicily 

CHAPTER XLIII 

EVENTS IN SICILY DOWN TO THE EXPULSION OF THE GELONIAN 
DYNASTY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POPULAR GOVERN­

MENTS THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND 

I HAVE already mentioned, in a preceding volume of this 
History, the foundation of the Greek colonies in Italy and 
Sicily, together with the general fact, that in the sixth century 
before the Christian cera, they were among the most powerful 
and flourishing cities that bore the Hellenic name. Beyond 
this general fact, we obtain little insight into their history. 

Though Syracuse, after it fell into the hands of Gelo, about 
48 5 B.c., became the most powerful city in Sicily, yet in the 
preceding century Gela and Agrigentum, on the south side of 
the island, had been its superiors. The latter, within a few years 
of its foundation, fell under the dom~nion of one of its own 
citizens named Phalaris ; a despot energetic, warlike, and cruel. 
An exile from Astypalrea near Rhodes, but a rich man, and an 
early settler at Agrigentum, he contrived to make himself despot 
seemingly about the year 5 70 B.c. He had been named to one 
ofthe chief posts in the city, and having undertaken at his own 
cost the erection ofla temple to Zeus Polieus in the acropolis (as 
the Athenian Alkmce6nids rebuilt the burnt temple of Delphi), 
he was allowed on this pretence to assemble therein a con­
siderable number of men; whom he armed, and availed himself 
of the opportunity of a festival of Demeter to turn them against 
the people. He is said to have made many conquests over the 
petty Sikan communities in the neighbourhood : but exaction 
and cruelties towards his own subjects are noticed as his most 
prominent characteristic, and his brazen bull passed into im­
perishable memory. This piece of mechanism was hollow, and 
sufficiently capacious to contain one or more victims enclosed 
within it, to perish in tortures when the metal was heated : the 
cries of these suffering prisoners passed for the roarings• of the 
animal. The artist was named Perillus, and is said to have been 
himself the first person burnt in it by order of the despot. In 
spite of the odium thus incurred, Phalaris maintained himself 
as despot for sixteen years ; at the end of which period, a 
general rising of the people, headed by a leading man named 

mistokl~s-as well as to bestow at the same time panegyric upon Athens 
in the days of her glory. 
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Telemachus, terminated both his reign and his life. I Whether 
Telemachus became despot or not, we have no information: 
sixty years afterwards, we shall find his descendant Thero estab­
lished in that position. · 

It "'as about the period of the death of Phalaris that the 
Syracusians reconquered their revolted colony of Kamarina (in 
the south-east of the island between Syracuse and Gela), 
expelled or dispossessed the inhabitants, and resumed the terri­
tory.2 With the exception of this accidental circumstance, we 
are without information about the Sicilian cities until a time 
rather before soo B.c., just when the war between Kroton and 
Sybaris had extinguished the power of the latter, and when the 
despotism of the Peisistratids at Athens had been exchanged 
for the democratical constitution of Kleisthenes. 

The first forms of government among the Sicilian Greeks, as 
among the cities of Greece . Proper in the early historical age, 
appear to have been all oligarchical. We do not know under 
what particular modifications they were kept up, but probably 
all more or less resembled that of Syracuse, where the Gamori 
(or wealthy proprietors descended from the original colonising 
chiefs), possessing large landed properties tilled by a numerous 
Sikel serf population called Kyllyrii, formed the qualified citizens 
-out of whom, as well as by whom, magistrates and generals 
were chosen; while the Demos, or non-privileged freemen, 
comprised, first, the small proprietary cul~ators who main­
tained themselves, by manual labour and without slaves, from 
their own lands or gardens-next, the artisans and tradesmen. 

1 Everything which has ever been silid about Phalaris is noticed and 
discussed in the learned and acute Dissertation of Bentley on the Letters of 
Phalaris : compare also Seyffert, Akragas und sein Gebiet, p. 57-61, who 
however treats the pretended letters of Phalaris with more consideration 
than the readers of Dr. Bentley will generally be disposed to sanction, 

The story of the brazen bull of Phalaris seems to rest on sufficient 
evidence : it is expressly mentioned by Pindar, and the bull itself, after 
having been carried away to Carthage when the Carthaginians took Agri­
gentnrn, was restored to the Agrigentines by Scipio when he took Carthage. 
See Aristor. Polit. v. 8, 4; Pindar, Pyth. i. 185; Poly b. xii. 25; Diodor. 
xiii. 90 ~ Cicero in Verr. iv. 33-

It does not appear that Timreus really called in question the historical 
reality of the bull of Phalaris, though he has been erroneously supposed to 
have done so. Timreus affirmed that the bull which was shown in his own 
time at Agrigentnm was not the identical machine : which was correct, for 
it must have been then at Carthage, from whence it was not restored to 
Agrigenturn until after 146 B.C. See a note of Boeckh on the Scholia ad 
Pindar. Pyth. i. 185. 

2 Thucyd. vi. 5 ; Schol. ad Pindar. Olymp. v. 19: compare Wesseling 
ad Diodor. xi. 76. 



Events in Sicily 
In the course of two or three generations, many individuals of 
the privileged class would have fallen into poverty, and would 
find themselves more nearly on a par with the non-privileged ; 
while such members of the latter as might rise to opulence were 
not for that reason admitted into the privileged body. Here 
were ample materials for discontent. Ambitious leaders, often 
themselves members of the privileged body, put themselves at 
the head of the popular opposition, overthrew the oligarchy, and 
made themselves despots ; democracy being at that time hardly 
known anywhere in Greece. The general fact of this change, 
preceded by occasional violent dissensions among the privileged 
class themselves, 1 is all that we are permitted to know, without 
those modifying circumstances by which it must have been 
accompanied in every separate city. Towards or near the year 
soo B.c., we find Anaxilaus despot at Rhegium, Skythes at 
Zankle, Terillus at Himera, Peithagoras at Selinus, Kleander at 
Gela, and Panretius at Leontini.2 It was about the year 509 
B.c. that the Spartan prince Dorieus conducted a body of emi­
grants to the territories of Eryx and Egesta, near the north-west­
ern corner of the island, in hopes of expelling the non-Hellenic 
inhabitants and founding a new Grecian colony. But the 
Carthaginians, whose Sicilian possessions were close adjoining 
and who had already aided in driving Dorieus from a previous 
establishment at Kinyps in Libya,-now lent such vigorous 
assistance to the E~estrean inhabitants, that the Spartan prince, 
after a short period of prosperity, was defeated and slain with 
most of his companiop.s. Such of them as escaped, under the 
orders of Euryleon, took possession of Minoa, which bore from . 
henceforward the name of Herakleia 3-acolony and dependency 
of the neighbouring town of Selinus, of which Peithagoras was 
then despot. Euryleon joined the malcontents at Selinus, over­
threw Peithagoras, and established himself as despot, until, after 
a short possession of power, he was slain in a popular mutiny.4 

1 At Gela, Herodot. vii. 153; at Syracuse, Aristot. Politic. v. 3, 1. 
2 Aristot. Politic. v. 8, 4; v. 10, 4· Kal els '1'vpavvl8a. p.E'ra./3&.AAEI IE 

0Al'')!C1pxla.s, C,rnrep lv l<t<EAi? uxeobv a.l 11'AetO''I'U.I 'I'WV apxa.lwv· lv Aeov'l'iVOIS 
.Zs 'l'hv nava<'l'lov 'l'vpa.vvloa, t<al lv riA'I els .,.hv KAe&.vopov, t<al llf l!Ma•s 
woAAa'is 1r&i\.ea'w &uo:VTws, 

3 Diodorus ascribes the foundation of Herakleia to Dorieus : this seems 
not consistent with the account of Herodotus, unless we are to assume that 
the town of Herakleia which Dorieus founded was destroyed by the Cartha­
ginians, an9 that the name Herakleia was afterwards given by Euryleon or 
his successors to that which had before been called Minoa (Diodor. iv. 23). 

A funereal monument in honour of Athenreus, one of the settlers who 
perished with Dorieus, was seen by Pausanias at Sparta {Pausanias, iii. 
16, 4). 4 Herodot. v. 43, 46. 



History of Greece 
We are here introduced to the first known instance of that 

series of contests between the Phcenicians and Greeks in Sicily, 
which, like the struggles between the Saracens and the Normans 
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries after the Christian rera, 
were destined to determine whether the island should be a part 
of Africa or a part of Europe-and which were only terminated, 
after the lapse of three centuries, by the absorption of both 
into the vast bosom of Rome. It seems that the Carthaginians 
and Egestreans not only overwhelmed Dorieus, but also made 
some conquests of the neighbouring Grecian possessions, which 
were subsequently recovered by Gelo of Syracuse. I 

Not long after the death of Dorieus, Kleander despot of 
Gela began to raise his city to ascendency over the other 
Sicilian Greeks, who had hitherto been, if not all equal, at least 
all independent. His powerful mercenary force, levied in part 
among the Sikel tribes, 2 did not preserve him from the sword 
of a Geloan citizen named Sabyllus, who slew him after a reign 
of seven years : but it enabled his brother and successor 
Hippokrates to extend his dominion over nearly half of the 
island. In that mercenary force two officers, Gelo and 
.!Enesidemus (the latter a citizen of Agrigentum, of the con­
spicuous family of the Emmenidre, and descended from 
Telemachus the deposer of Phalaris), particularly distinguished 
themselves. Gelo was descended from a native of Telos near 
the Trio pian Cape, one of the original settle~ who accompanied 
the Rhodian Antiphemus to Sicily. His immediate ancestor, 
named Telines, had first raised the family to distinction by 
valuable aid to a defeated political party, who had been worsted 
in a struggle and forced to seek shelter in the neighbouring 
town of Maktorium. Te!ines was possessed of certain peculiar 
sacred rites (or visible and portable holy symbols, with a 
privileged knowledge of the ceremonial acts and formalities of 
divine service under which they were to be shown)for propitiating 
the Subterranean Goddesses, Demeter and Persephone : "from 
whom he obtained them, or how he got at them himself (says 
Herodotus), I cannot say j" but such was the imposing effect 
of his presence and manner of exhibiting them, that he ventured 
to march into Gela at the head of the exiles from Maktorium, 

. and was enabled to reinstate them in po"'er-deterring the 
people from resistance in the same manner as the Athenians 
had been overawed by the spectacle of Phye-Athene in the 

1 Herodot. vii. 158. The extreme brevity of his allusion is perplexing, 
as we have no collateral knowledge to illustrate it. 

2 Polyrenus, v. 6. · 
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chariot along with Peisistratus. The extraordinary boldness 
of this proceeding excites the admiration of Herodotus, 
especially as he had been informed that Telines was of an 
unwarlike temperament. The restored exiles rewarded it by 
granting to him, and to his descendants after him, the hereditary 
dignity of hierophants of the two goddesses 1-a function 
certainly honourable, and probably lucrative, connected with 

l See about T~lin~s and this hereditary priesthood, Herodot. vii. r 53· 
TOIJ'TOVS ibv ~ T17l\lV'>1S l<a-rfrya-y• is rel\1)11, l X., v o~li•p.l'>IV &.vlipwv l!Vvap.•v, aM' 
Ipt\ Tovrlwv Tiiw Beiinr 88ev 0~ aVTtt fAa/3f, :f) aVTOs IKTI]uaro, -roVTo oint 
lxw E11ral' -ro{J'TOUJ'l ~~~ if.v 7rll1VIIOS ~WII, l<aT~"(a-y< ~rr' tp TE o/ a'lrO"'fOIIOl a~TOV 
lporf>&.II'Tal -rii"' O<wv i11ov-ra• : compare a previous passage of this History, 
vol. i. chap. i. 

It appears from Pindar that Hiero exercised this hereditary priesthood 
(Olymp. vi. 160 (95), with the Scholia ad loc. and Scholia ad Pindar. 
Pyth. ii. 27). 

About the story of Phye personifying Athene at Athens, see vol. iv. ch. 
xxx. of this History. 

The ancient religious worship addressed itself more to the eye than to the 
ear ; the words spoken were of less importance than the things exhibited, 
the persons performing, and the actions done. The vague sense of the 
Greek and Latin neuter, l•p&. or sa ra, includes the entire ceremony, and is 
difficult to translate into a modem language : but the verbs connected with 
it, lxew, I<EI<Ti)l10a•, 1<op.l(ew, cpalvHv, l<p&.-i<porpcf.vr'>ls, &c., relate to 
exhibition and action.. This was particularly the case with the mysteries 
(or solemnities not thrown open to the general public, but accessible only 
to those who went through certain preliminary forms, and under certain 
restrictions) in honour of Demeter and Persephone, as well as of other 
deities in different par~ of Greece. The l\•-yop.<va, or things said on these 
occasions, were of less importance than the OEli<VVp.<va and liprf>p.eva, or 
matters shown and things done (see Pausanias, ii. 37, 3). Herodotus says 
about the lake of Sais in Egypt, 'Ev li~ -ri/ l\lp.vp -ravrp -ra lie l1<'>7l\a -rwv 
7ra8~CtJV aUToil (of Osiris) vvKTbs 1I'OteV<Tt, 1"0. KaAEourn p.u(]'T~P'a. Aly67r'rtot: 
he proceeds to state that the Thesmophoria celebrated in honour of Demeter 
in Greece were of the same nature, and gives his opinion that they were 
imported into Greece from Egypt. Homer (Hymn. Cerer. 476): compare 
Pausan. ii. 14, 2-

AE~eev Tpt7rToAlp.fl) ,..e-, dtoKAEi 'Tt!! TrAl)~[rr7rcp 
ap"'jCTIJ.OO'tlv-qv i~pWII' Kal br€4>pa8ev Opyta 71"atCT1 

JIPECT/311T!PTJ~ !<~~Eoto. , , ~ , , , • , 
O/r..{Jto5, 05 Ta.B orrw7rEV £1rtX8ovtwv av8pwrrwv- &c. 

Compare Eurip. Hippolyt. 25; Pindar, Fragm. xcvi. ; Sophokl. Fra~. 
!viii. ed. Brunck; Plutarch, De Profect. in Virtute, c. ro, p. 8r : De Isid. 
et Osir. p. 353, c. 3." &s -yap ol -rel\oVp.•vo• 1<ar' &.pxas ~~~ Oop6!3p ~<a! .Boil 
7rpbs al\l\~l\ovs ?,Oo{,p.evol lTvVlaiTl, lipwp.,vwvli~ !<a! OEli<VV!J.fVWV TWV 
I e p w v, 7rpOITexovl1lV i)li7) p.e-rli rp&,Bov Kal lTlw?rijs : and Isokrat@s, Panegyric, 
c. 6, about Eleusis, -rli lepa 1<a! vvv 1iel1<vvp.ev 1<aO' e1<a11-rov lv•avTov. 
These mysteries consisted thus chiefly of exhibition and action addressed to 
the eyes of the communicants, and Clemens Alexandrinus calls them a 
mystic drama-.O.pw 1<al Kop'>l lipiip.a ~-yeve1T0'>7v p.vlTTll<'lw, 1<al T~JV rrl\cl.v'>lv 1<ctl 
-rhv &p1ra-yhv 1<a! -rb 7rEV6os -17 'El\<v11ls li\'liovx•<. The word 6p-y•a is originally 
nothing more than a consecrated expression for lp-yu.-;-lepa lp-ya. (see 
Pausanias, iv. I, 4. sl. though it comes afterwards to designate the whole 



History of Greece. 
the administration of consecrated property and with the enjoy­
ment of a large portion of its fruits. 

Gelo thus belonged to an ancient and distinguished hiero­
phantic family at Gela, being the eldest of four brothers sons of 
Deinomenes-Gelo, Hiero, Polyzelus and Thrasybulus : and 
he further ennobled himself by such personal exploits, in the 
army of the despot Hippokrates, as to be promoted to the 

ceremony, matters shown as well as matters done-Ta ~P'Y"' t<op.l(wv-op-ylwv 
7raVTolwv uvv91Tns, &c. : compare Plutarch, Alkibiad. 22-34. 

The sacred objects exhibited formed an essential part of the ceremony, 
together with the chest in which such of them as were moveable were 
brought out--r~AfTf;s l-yt<Vf.1ova f.1VITTI8a t<ltTT11" (Nonnus, ix. 127). IEs­
chines, in assisting the religious lustrations performed by his mother, was 
bearer of the chest t<ltTTo</>&pos t<al Jl.•t<vmp&pos (Demosthen. de Coronfl, c. 79, 
p. 313). Clemens Alexandrinus (Cohort. ad Gent. p. 14) describes the 
objects which were contained in these mystic chests of the Eleusinian 
mysteries-cakes of particular shape, pomegranates, salt, ferules, ivy, &c. 
The communicant was permitted, as a part of the ceremony, to take these 
out of the chest and put them into a basket, afterwards putting them back 
again-" Jejuna viet ebibi cyceonem: ex cistfl sum psi et in calathum misi: 
accepi rursus, in cistulam transtuli" (Arnobius ad Gent. v. p. 175, ed. 
Elmenhorst), while the uninitiated were excluded from seeing it, and 
forbidden from looking at it "even from the house-top." 

TOr Jt.&J..<.t8ov ~ean6VTa X~l 8a.(J"£iu6fl fU{3a.Aor. 
M ,a· ti7TO .,.w rfytor;. • 

(Kallimachus, Hymn. in Cererem, 4·) 

Lobeck, in his learned and excellent treatise, Aglaophamus (i. p. 51), 
says, "Sacrorum nomine tam Grreci, quam Romqpi, prrecipue signa et 
imagines Deorum, onmemque sacram supellectilem dignari: solent. Qure 
res animum illuc potius inclinat, ut putem Hierophantas ejusmodi l•pJ. in 
conspectum hominum protulisse, sive deorum simulacra, sive vasa sacra et 
instrumenta aliave priscre religionis monumenta; qualia in sacrario Eleu­
sinio assetvata fuisse, etsi nullo testimonio affirmare possumus, tamen pro­
babilitatis speciem habet testimonio similem. Namque non solum in 
templis fere omnibus cimelia venerandre antiquitatis condita erant, sed in 
mysteriis ipsis talium rerum mentio occurrit, quas initiati summit cum vene· 
ratione aspicerent, non initiatis ne aspicere quidem liceret . . . Ex his 
testimoniis eflicitur (p. 6r) sacra qure Hierophanta ostendit, ilia ipse fuisse 
ll-y•a </>&.tTp.a'l'a sive simulacra Deorum, eorumque aspectum qui prrebeant 
oil~a• Ta lep&. vel 7tap€x•w vel 4>alv••v dici, et ab hoc quasi primario Hiero­
phantae actu tum Eleusiniorum sacerdotum principem nomen accepisse, 
tum totum negotium esse nuncupatum." 

Compare also K.l F. Hermann, Gottesdienstliche Alterthiimer der 
Griechen, part ii. ch. 1i. sect. 32. · 

A passage in Cicero de Haruspicum Responsis (c. II), which is trans­
cribed almost entirely by Arnobius adv. Gentes, iv. p. 148, demonstrates 
the minute precision required at Rome in the performance of the festival of 
the Megalesia : the smallest omission or alteration was supposed to render 
the festival unsatisfactory to the gods. 

The memorable history of the Holy Tunic at Treves in 1845, shows what 
immense and wide·spread effect upon the human mind may be produced, 
even in tbe nineteenth century, by l•pa 8eLt<V"Dp.•va. 



• Events in Sicily 
supreme command of the cavalry. It was greatly to the activity 
of Gelo that the despot owed a succession of victories and 
conquests, in which the Ionic or Chalkidic cities of Kallipolis, 
Naxos, Leontini and Zankle, were successively reduced to 
dependence.1 . 

The fate of Zankli~-seemingly held by its despot Skythes in 
a state of dependent alliance under Hippokrates, and in stand­
ing feud with Anaxilaus of Rhegium on the opposite side of the 
strait of Messina-was remarkable. At the time when the 
Ionic revolt in Asia was suppressed, and Miletus reconquered 
by the Persians (B.c. 494, 493), a natural sympathy was 
manifested by the Ionic Greeks in Sicily towards the sufferers 
of the same race on the east of the JEgean sea. Projects were 
devised for assisting the Asiatic refugees to a new abode; and 
the Zanklceans, especially, invited them to form a new Pan­
Ionic colony upon the territory of the Sikels, called Kale Akte, 
on the north coast of Sicily; a coast presenting fertile and 
attractive situations, and along the whole line of which there 
was only one Grecian colony-Himera. This invitation was 
accepted by the refugees from Samos and Miletus, who 
accordingly put themselves on shipboard for Zankle; steering, 
as was usual, along the coast of Akarnania to Korkyra, from 
thence across to Tarentum, and along the Italian coast to the 
strait of Messina. It happened that when they reached the 
town of Epizephyriln Lokri, Skythes, the despot of Zankle, was 
absent from his city, together with the larger portion of his 
military force, on an expedition against the Sikels-perhaps 
undertaken to facilitate the contemplated colony at Kale Akte. 
IIis enemy the Rhegian prince Anaxilaus, taking advantage 
of this accident,. proposed to the refugees at Lokri that they 
should seize for themselves, and retain, the unguarded city of 
Zankle. They followed his suggestion, and possessed them­
selves of the city, together with the families and property of 
the absent Zanklceans; who speedily returned to repair their 
loss, while their prince Skythes further invoked the powerful 
aid of his ally and superior, Hippokrates. The latter, however, 
provoked at. the loss of one of his dependent cities, seized and 
imprisoned Skythes, whom he considered as the cause of it, 2 

1 IIerodot. vii. r 54· 
2 Herodot. vi. 22. 23. 'lt<V61)v p.£v Tbv p.o6vapxov TfiJv Za'Yt<ll.alow, &s 

a7ro{3all.&v'Ta 'Tt]V 1r&ll.w, 0 'l7r7r01CpcJ.r1)S 1rE8~<ras, !Cal Tbv 6.8ell.cpelw a~'TOV 
Ilu8o'YEVEa, is "IVUI<OV '1!'6li.IV lt.'II'E'II'EfJ.lj!E. 

The words &is &.1ro/3all.ovTu. seem to imply the relation pre-existing between 
Hippokrates and SkytMs, as superior and subject; and punishment inflicted 
by the former upon the latter for having lost an important post. 
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at Inykus, in the interior of the island. But he found it at the 
same time advantageous to accept a proposition made to him 
by the Samians, captors of the city, and to betray the Zanklreans 
whom he had come to aid. By a convention ratified with an 
oath, it was agreed that Hippokrates should receive for himself 
all the extra-mural, and half the intra-mural, property and slaves 
belonging to the Zanklreans, leaving the other half to the 
Samians. Among the property without the walls, not the least 
valuable part consisted in the persons of those Zanklreans whom 
Hippokrates had come to assist, but whom he now carried 
away as :::laves : excepting however from this lot, three hundred 
of the principal citizens, whom he delivered over to the Samians 
to be slaughtered-probably lest they might find friends to J 
procure their ransom, and afterwards disturb the Samian l 
possession of the town. Their lives were however spared by 
the Samians, though we are not told what became of them. 
This transaction, alike perfidious on the part of the Samians 
and of Hippokrates, secured to the former a flourishing city, 
and to the latter an abundant booty. We are glad to learn 
that the imprisoned Skythes found means to escape to Darius, 
king of Persia, from whom he received a generous shelter : 
imperfect compensll.tion for the iniquity of his fellow Greeks.I 
The Samians however did not long retain possession of their 
conquest, but were expelled by the very person who bad 
instigated them to seize it-Anaxilaus of Rl'tegium. He planted 
in it new inhabitants, of Dorian and Messenian race, recolonis-
ing it under the name of Messene-a name which it ever after­
wards bore; 2 and it appears to have been governed either by 
himFelf or by his son Kleophron, until his death about B.c. 476. 

Besides the conquests above mentioned, Hippokrates of Gela 
was on the point of making the still more important acquisition 
of Syracuse, and was only prevented from doing so, after C: 
defeating the Syracusans at the river Hel6rus, and capturing 
many prisoners, by the mediation of the Corinthians and 
Korkyrreans, who prevailed on him to be satisfied with the 
cession of Kamarina and its territory as a ransom. Having 
repeopled this territory, which became thus annexed to Gela, 
he was prosecuting his conquests further among the Sikels, 
when he died or was killed at Hybla. His death caused a 

1 Herodot. vi. 23, 24. Aristotle (Politic. v. 2, II) represents the Sa­
mians as having been first actually received into Zankle, and afterwards 
expelling the prior inhabitants : his brief notice is not to be set against the. ,:. 
perspicuous narrative of Herodotus. 

2 Thucyd. vi. 4; Schol. ad Pindar. Pyth. ii. 84 ; Diodor. xi. 48. 
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mutiny among the Geloans, who refused to acknowledge his 
sons, and strove to relilain their freedom; but Gelo, the general 
of horse in the army, espousing the cause of the sons with 
energy, put down by force the resistance of the people. As 
soon as this was done, he threw off the mask, deposed the sons 
of Hippokrates, and seized the sceptre himself.1 

Thus master of Gela, and succeeding probably to the 
ascendency enjoyed by his predecessor over the Ionic cities, 
Gelo became the most powerful man in the island; but an 
incident which occurred a few years afterwards (B.C. 485), while 
it aggrandised him still further, transferred the seat of his power 
from Gela to Syracuse. The Syracusan Gamori, or oligarchical 
order of proprietary families, probably humbled by their 
ruinous defeat at the Helorus, were dispossessed of the govern­
ment by a combination between their serf-cultivators called the 
Kyllyrii, and the smaller freemen called the Demos; they were 
forced to retire to Kasmenre, where they invoked the aid of 
Gelo to restore them. That ambitious prince undertook the 
task, and accomplished it with facility ; for the Syracusan 
people, probable unable to resist their political opponents when 
backed by such powerful foreign aid, surrendered to him 
without striking a blow.2 But instead of restoring the place 

1 Herodot. vii. 155; Thucyd. vi. 5· The ninth Nemean Ode of Pindar 
(v. 40), addressed to Chromius the friend of Hiero of Syracuse, commemo­
rates, among other ex[ll!oits, his conduct at the battle of the Helilrus. 

2 Herodot. vii. 155· '0 oyil.p ~~p.os b TOW "lvp1J1<0VO'iwv brtOJI'I'I r£J\.wvl 
wapall<ooi Tt}JI w&J1.1v Kal €wvT&v. 

Aristotle (Politic. v. 2, 6) alludes to the Syracusan democracy prior to 
the despotism of Gelo. as a case of democracy ruined by its own lawlessness 
and disorder. But such can hardly have been the fact, if the narrative of 
Herodotus is to be trusted. The expulsion of the Gamori was not an act 
of lawless democracy, but the rising of free subjects and slaves against a 
governing oligarchy. After the Gamori were expelled, there was no time 
for the democracy to constitute itself, or to show in what degree it possessed 
capacity for government, since the narrative of Herodotus indicates that 
the restoration by Gelo followed closely upon the expulsion. And the 
superior force which Gelo brought to the aid of the expelled Gamori, is 
quite sufficient to explain the submission of the Syracusan people, had they 
been ever so well administered. Perhaps Aristotle may have had before 
him reports different from those of Herodotus : unless indeed we might 
venture to suspect that the name of Gelo appears in Aristotle by lapse of 
memory in place of that of Dionysius. It is highly probable that the partial 
disorder into which the Syracusan democracy had fallen immediately before 
the despotism of Dionysius, was one of the main circumstances which 
enabled him to acquire the supreme power; but a similar assertion can 
hardly be made applicable to the early times preceding Gelo, in which 
indeed democracy was only just beginning in Greece. 

The confusion often made by hasty historians between the names of Gelo 
and Dionysius, is severely commented on by Dionysius of Halikamassus 
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to the previous oligarchy, Gelo appropriated it to himself, 
leaving Gela to be governed by his brother Hiero. He greatly 
enlarged the city of Syracuse, and strengthened its fortifications : 
probably it was he who first carried it beyond the islet of 
Ortygia, so as to include a larger space of the adjacent mainland 
(or rather island of Sicily) which bore the name of Achradina. 
To people this enlarged space he brought all the residents in 
Kamarina, which town he dismantled-and more than half of 
those in Gela; which was thus reduced in importance, while 
Syracuse became the first city in Sicily, and even received fresh 
addition of inhabitants from the neighbouring towns of Megara 
and Eubcea. 

Both these towns, Megara and Eubcea, like Syracuse, were 
governed by oligarchies, with serf-cultivators dependent upon 
them, and a Demos or Body of smaller freemen excluded from 
the political franchise : both were involved in war with Gelo, 
probably to resist his encroachments : both were besieged and 
taken. The oligarchy who ruled these cities, and who were the 
authors as well as leaders of the year, anticipated nothing but 
ruin at the hands of the conqueror ; while the Demos, who had 
not been consulted and had taken no part in the war (which 
we must presume to have been carried on by the oligarchy and 
their serfs alone), felt assured that no harm would be done to 
them. His behaviour disappointed the expectations of both. 
After transporting both of them to Syracus~ he established the 
oligarchs in that town as citizens, and sold the Demos as slaves 
under covena.'1t that they should be exported from Sicily. 
"His conduct (says Herodotus 1) was dictated by the convic­
tion, that a Demos was a most troublesome companion to live 
with." It appears that the state of society which he wished to 
establish was that of Patricians and clients, without any Plebs ; 
something like that of Thessaly, ·where there was a proprietary \ 

I 

(Antiq. Roman. vii. r. p. 1314): the latter however, in his own statement 
respecting Gelo, is not altogether free from error, since he describes Hip­
pokrat~s as brother of Gelo. We must accept the supposition of Larcher, 
that Pausanias (vi. 9, 2), while professing to give tLe date of Gelo's 
occupation of Syracuse, has really given the date of Gelo's occupation of 
Ge!a (see Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fast. Hellen. ad ann. 491 B.c.). 

1 Herodot. \ii. 156. Meya.plas 'I"E 'ToUr ~v ~<Ke;\[!1, &s 7ro;\wpKe6p.evo< ls 
Op.oAo')'(1Jv 7rpo<1fXWP,'YJO'«V: ToVs p.~~ airr~(J)JI1rctXEas,,lt.etp~p.'vovs Te;rr6AEp.ov ~.;,Tcp 
t<ctl 1rparrliot<Joi/'T<tS ct1roi\urr8a1 li<a 'T'OvTo, li.-ywv <S Ta.S ::Svp'f/Kovrras walttr(ras 
l?rolnrre- 'I"~V o€ li~p.av 'I"WJI Me-yap€wv, auK l&v'l"ct /).E'I"a.l'I"LOV '1"0~ ?ra;\Jp.av 'I"OO'I"OV, 
OUOE 7rpotroEIC6p.evOV t<ctKilV OUOEV ?re[rr<rr6a<, O.')'ct')'cl>V ka.l 'I"OO'I"OVS ~S '!"aS ~vp7)­
t<OOtrcts, a7rEOO'I"O l1r' ~~a.-yw'Y]i lH: :i.<H:e;\['f/s. Twv'T'~ o€ 'I"OVTO Kctl Eu{Jol:;.s 
'I"OVS lv ~LH:EAi!1 holnrr• OL<tKplvas. 'E7rolee o€ 'l"ctiin• 'I"OOTOVS &.p.<J>o'T'Ipovs, 
vop.lrra.s li~p.ov elva< rrwoiH:'fJiJ." &.xap<'I"W'I"a'l"ov. 
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oligarchy living in the cities, with Penestre or dependent 
cultivators occupying and tilling the land on their account­
but no small self-working proprietors or tradesmen in sufficient 
number to form a recognised class. And since Gelo was 
removing the free population from these conquered towns, 
leaving in or around the towns no one except the serf-cultivators, 
we may presume that the oligarchical proprietors when removed 
might still continue, even as residents at Syracuse, to receive 
the produce raised for them by others : but the small self­
working proprietors, if removed in like manner, would be 
deprived of subsistence, because their land would be too distant 
for personal tillage, and they had no serfs. While therefore we 
fully believe, with Herodotus, that Gelo considered the small 
free proprietors as "troublesome yoke-fellows "-a sentiment 
perfectly natural to a Grecian despot, unless where he found 
them useful aids to his own ambition against a hostile oligarchy 
-we must add that they would become peculiarly troublesome 
in his scheme of concentrating the free population of Syracuse, 
seeing that he would have to give them land in the neighbour­
hood or to provide in some other way for their maintenance. 

So large an accession of size, walls, and population, rendered 
Syracuse the first Greek city in Sicily. And the power of Gelo, 
embracing as it did not merely Syracuse, but so considerable 
a portion of the rest of the island, Greek as well as Sikel, was 
the greatest Hellerfic force then existing. It appears to have 
comprised the Grecian cities on the east and south-east of the 
island from the borders of Agrigentum to those of Zankle or 
Messene, together with no small proportion of the Sikel tribes. 
Messene was under the rule of Anaxilaus of Rhegium, 
Agrigentum under that of Thero son of JEnesidemus, Himera 
under that of Terillus; while .Selinus, close on the borders of 
Egesta and the Carthaginian possessions, had its own govern­
me~t free or despotic, but appears to have been allied with 
or dependent upon Carthage.1 A dominion thus extensive 
doubtless furnished ample tribute, besides which Gelo, having 
conquered and dispossessed many landed proprietors and 
having recolonised Syracuse, could easily provide both lands 
and citizenship to recompense adherents. Hence he was 
enabled to enlarge materially the military force transmitted to 
him by Hipnokrates, and to form a naval force besides. 
}Jhormis 2 the Mrenalian, who took service under him and 

1 Diodor. xi. 2!. 

2 Pllusan. v. 27, I, 2. We find the elder Dionysius, about a century 
afterwards, tran:;ferring the entire free population of conquered towns 
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became citizen of Syracuse, with fortune enough f~ send 
donatives to Olympia-and Agesias the lamid prophet from 
Stymphalus 1-are doubtless not the only examples of emigrants 
joining him from Arcadia. For the Arcadian population were 
poor, brave, and ready for mercenary soldiership; while the 
service of a Greek despot in Sicily must have been more 
attractive to them than that of Xerxes.2 Moreover, during the 
ten years between the battles of Marathon and Salamis, when 
not only so large a portion of the Greek cities had become 
subject to Persia, but the prospect of Persian invasion hung 
like a cloud over Greece Proper-the increased feeling of ih­
security throughout the latter probably rendered emigration to 
Sicily unusually inviting. 

These circumstances in part explain the immense power and 
position which Herodotus represents Gelo to have enjoyed, 
towards the autumn of 481 B.c., when the Greeks from the 
Isthmus of Corinth, confederated to resist Xerxes, sent to 
solicit his aid. He was then imperial leader of Sicily : he could 
offer to the Greeks (so the historian tells us) 2o,ooo hoplites, 
zoo triremes, 2000 cavalry, 2000 archers, zooo slingers, 2ooo 
light-armed horse, besides furnishing provisions for the entire 
Grecian force as long as the war might last. 3 If this numerical 
statement could be at all trusted (which I do not believe), 
Herodotus would be much within the truth in saying, that 
there was no other Hellenic power which wtmld bear the least 
comparison with that of Gelo : 4 and we may well assume such 

(Kaulonia and Hipponium in Italy, &c.) to Syracuse (Diodor. xiv. 106, 
10]). 

l See the sixth Olympic Ode of Pindar, addressed to the Syracusan 
Ag~sias. The Scholiast on v. 5 of that ode-who says that not Agesias 
himself, but some of his progenitors migrated from Stymphftlus to Syracuse 
-is contradicted not only by the Scholiast on v. 167, where Agesias is 
rightly termed both 'ApKas and ::eupaK&O"ws; but also by the better evi~nce 
of Pin dar's own expressions-O"uvotKtO'T{jp .,.. Tav KJ..etviiv ::eupa.Kocraiiv-ofKo8ev 
o1Ka.oe, with reference to StymphiUus and Syracuse-06' 1!.-ytcupa.t (v. 6, 99, 
IOI ""166-174). 

Ergoteles, an exile from Knl\ssus in Krete, must haye migrated some­
where about this time to Himera in Sicily. See the twelfth Olympic Ode 
of Pindar. 2 Herodot. viii. :z6. 

3 Herodot. vii. I57· O"U OE ovv&.p.t6s 'TEl\KEtS p.e-y&.J..r}s, Kal p.o'ipa 'TOt Ti)s 
'El>.J..doos oDK lr..axla"T'Y/ p.<Ta, lfpxoVTl 'I'• ::etKfAfr}s: and even still stronger, 
c. 163. JCJ,v ::etKel>.lr}s .,.6pa.rvos. 

The word lfpxwv corresponds with apx-IJ, such as that ot the Athenians, 
and is less strong than Tvpa.vvos. The numerical statement is contained in 
the speech composed by Herodotus for Gelo (vii. 158). 

4 Herodot. vii. 145· .,.;,. lit rJr..awos 1rpn-yp.aTa. p.E-ydl>.a. ir..J-yE'TO •1va.t• 
ovlla!-'WV 'El>.A1)VIKWV TwV ou 1r0AAI>V /L~(w. 
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general superiority to be substantially true, though the numbers 
above mentioned may be an empty boast rather than a reality. 

Owing to the great power of Gelo, we now for the first time 
trace an incipient tendency in Sicily to combined and central 
operations. It appears that Gelo had formed the plan of 
uniting the Greek forces in Sicily for the purpose of expelling 
the Carthaginians and Egestreans, either wholly or partially, 
from their maritime possessions in the western corner of the 
island, and of avenging the death of the Spartan prince Dorieus 
-that he even attempted, though in vain, to induce the 
Spartans and other central Greeks to co-operate in this plan­
and that upon their refusal, he had in part executed it with the 
Sicilian forces alone. I We have nothing but a brief and vague 
allusion to this exploit, wherein Gelo appears as the chief ·and 
champion of Hellenic against barbaric interests in Sicily-the 
forerunner of Dionysius, Timoleon, and Agathokles. But he 
had already begun to conceive himself, and had already been 
recognised by others, in this commanding position, when the 
envoys of Sparta, Athens, Corinth, &c., reached him from the 
Isthmus of Corinth, in 481 B.c., to entreat his aid for the 
repulse of the vast host of invaders about to cross the Helles­
pont. Gelo, after reminding them that they had refused a 
similar application for aid from him, said that, far from requiting 
them at the hour of need in the like ungenerous spirit, he would 
bring to them an ~verwhelming reinforcement (the numbers as 
given by Herodotus have been already stated), but upon one 

1 Herodot. vii. 158. Gelo says to the envoys from Peloponnesus­
Avop.s uEi\J..'I)v€5, J..67ov lxovns 7rJ..<oviKr'l)v, troJ..p:h<J"ar• l!'~ <J"V!'!'axov brl 

rbv {JdpfJapov trapaKaJ..<ovres lii.O<'iv. Aurol 11~, tp.<v ... p&npov 0<'1]0Evros 
fJapfJap<KOV <J"Tparov <J"VV<trcl.l/Ja<J"Oa<, 8n !'O< 1rpos Kapx'l)oovlovs vfi!COS <J"vv1),-ro, 
br<<J"Kf}7rrovr6s TE Tlw Llwpdos TOV 'Ava!;avliplli<w trpbs 'E')'<<J"Talwv cp&voP 
tl<1rpf}~a<J"8at, iJ1rOTE(VOV'TOS 'TE 'Tdo tp.1r0p1a <J"VIIEAEt18Epovv, c'.'lf' W71 up.'iv p.<('J.J..at 
~<f>EJ..(at 'TE K«l l'lfaUpE<T«S ')'E')'OVa<J"t• oli'l"E lp.eu efvEK<l 1J?-8E'!"E fJO'IJ0-h<T07/'TES, 
olin Tbv Llwpdos rp&vov EK7rp7]~0p.<vo<· -r6 'T"E KaT' {;p.<as, Tci.oe li.1ravTa {;,.b 
fJapfJ&.potCTI vep.erat. 'AJ..J..d. .~ ')'dop "'"''" Kal E7fl Tb lfw<vov KU.TE<J"'T'I)" viiv o€, 
E7rEtli~ 7r<p<~J..-hJ..v0E 6 1r0A<p.os Kal &.1rtK'TU.I ts {;p.Eas, ofhw 0~ r<J..o!VOS p.v1)<J"T<S 
')'E'YOVE. 

It is much to be regretted that we have no further information respecting 
the events which these words glance at. They seem to indicate that the 
Carthaginians and Egestreans had made some encroachments and threatened 
to make more: that Gelo had repelled them by actual and successful war. 
I think it strange however that he should be made to say-" Y~u (the 
Peloponr.esians\ have derived great and signal advantages from these 
sea-ports'' -the profit derived from the latter by the Peloponnesians can 
never have been so great as to be singled out in this puinted manner. I 
should rather have expected-&.,.' a,v .Y,p.lv (and not a ... · &, ~,.<v)-which 
must have been true in point of fact, and will be found to read quite 
consistently with ~e general purport of Gelo's speech. 
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condition only-that he should 'be recognised as generalissimo 
of the entire Grecian force against the Persians. His offer was 
repudiated, with indignant scorn, by the Spartan envoy : and 
Gelo then so far abated in his demand, as to be content with 
the command either of the land-force or the naval-force, which­
ever might be judged preferable. But here the Athenian envoy 
interposed his protest-" We are sent here (said he) to ask for 
an army, and not for a general ; and thou givest us the army, 
only in order to make thyself general. Know, that even if the 
Spartans would allow thee to command at sea, we would not. 
The naval command is ours, if they decline it: we Athenians, 
the oldest nation in Greece-the only Greeks who have never 
migrated from home-whose leader before Troy stands pro­
claimed by Homer as the best of all the Greeks for marshalling 
and keeping order in an army-we, who moreover furnish the 
largest naval contingent in the fleet-we will never submit to 
be commanded by a Syracusan." 

" Athenian stranger (replied Gelo ), ye seem to be provided 
with commanders, but ye are not likely to have so~diers to be 
commanded. Ye may return as soon as you please, and tell 
the Greeks that their year is deprived of its spring." 1 

That envoys were sent from Peloponnesus to solicit assistance 
from Gelo against Xerxes, and that they solicited in vain, is an 
incident not to be disputed : but the reason assigned for refusal 
-conflicting pretensions about the supreifte command-may 
be suspected to have arisen less from historical transmission, 
than from the conceptions of the historian, or of his informants, 
respecting the relations between the parties. In his time, 
Sparta, Athens, and Syracuse were the three great imperial 
.cities of Greece; and his Sicilian witnesses, proud of the great 
past power of Gelo, might well ascribe to him that competition 
for pre-eminence and command which Herodotus has dram­
atised. The immense total of forces which Gelo is made to 
promise becomes the more incredible, when we reflect that he 
had another and a better reason for refusing aid altogether. 
He was attacked at home, and was fully employed in defending 
himself. 

The same spring which brought Xerxes across the Hellespont 
into Greece, also witnessed a formidable Carthaginian invasion 

1 Herodot. vii. 161, 162. Polybius (xii. 26) does not seem to have read 
this embassy as related by Herodotus-or at least he must have preferred 
some other account of it. He gives a different account of the answer which 
they made to Ge!o: an answer (not insolent, but) business-like and evasive 
-TtP"''Yf'"'TL"cfra:rov ;;,. .. &"P'f'"• &c. See Timreus, Frag1p. 87, ed. Didot. 
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of Sicily. Gelo had already been engaged in war against them 
(as has been above stated) and had obtained successes, which 
they would naturally seek the first opportunity of retrieving. 
The vast Persian invasion of Greece, organised for three years 
before, and drawing contingents not only from the whole eastern 
world, but especially from their own metropolitan brethren at 
Tyre and Sidon, was well calculated to encourage thellf : and 
there seems good reason for believing that the simultaneous 
attack on the Greeks both in Peloponnesus and in Sicily, was 
concerted between the Carthaginians and Xerxes 1-probably 
by the Phcenicians on behalf of Xerxes. Nevertheless this 
alliance does not exclude other concurrent circumstances in the 
interior of the island, which supplied the Carthaginians both 
with invitation and with help. Agrigentum, though not under 
the dominion of Gelo, was ruled by his friend and relative 
Thero ; while Rhegium and Messene under the government of 
Anaxilaus,-Himera under that of his father-in-law Terillus­
and Selinus,-seem to have formed an imposing minority 
among the Sicilian Greeks ; at variance with Gelo and Thero, 
but in amity and correspondence with Carthage.2 It was 
seemingly about the year 48r B.c., that Thero, perhaps invited 
by an Himerrean party, expelled from Himera the despot 
Terillus, and became possessed of the town. Terillus applied 
for aid to Carthage; backed by his son-in-law Anaxilaus, who 
t.''P' >used the quar~l so warmly, as even to tender his own 
children as hostages to Hamillmr the Carthaginian Suffes or 
g<:neral, the personal friend or guest of Terillus. The applica­
t m w·a,s favourably entertained, and Hamilkar, arriving at 
l' .mormus in the eventful year 480 B.C., with a fleet of Jooo 
ships of war and a still larger number of store ships, dis 
embarked a land-force of Joo,ooo men: which would even 
have been larger, had not the vessels carrying the cavalry and 
the chariots happened to be dispersed by storrris. 3 These 
numbers we can only repeat as we find them, without trust­
ing them any further than as proof that the armament was on 
the most extensive scale. But the different nations of whom 

1 Ephorus, Fra>:ment III, ed. Didot; Diodor. xi. I, 20. Mitford and 
Dahimann (For,chungen, He1·odotus, &c., sect. 35, p. r86) call in question 
t'ab al.iance or understanding between Xerxes and the Carthaginians; but 
on r>~ ;,ufEcient grounds, in my judgement. 

" Herodot. vii. 165 ; Diodor. xi. 23 : compare also xiii. 55, 59· In like 
m"nDer Rhegium ·and Messene formed the opposing interest to Syracuse, 
undn Divnysius the elder (Diodor. xiv. 44). 

" i-Ierodoms (vii. 165) and Diodorus (xi. 26) both give the number of the 
:and-force : tht: latter alone gives that of the fleet. 
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Herodotus reports the land-force to have consisted are trust­
worthy and curious : it· included Phrenicians, Libyans, Iberians, 
Ligyes, Helisyki, Sardinians, and Corsicans.1 This is the first 
example known to us of those numerous mercenary armies 
which it was the policy of Carthage to compose of nations 
different in race and language,2 in order to obviate conspiracy 
or mutiny against the general. 

Having landed at Panormus, Hamilkar marched to Himera, 
dragged his vessels on shore under the shelter of a rampart, and 
then laid siege to the town ; while the Himerians, reinforced 
by Thero and the army of Agrigentum, determined on an 
obstinate defence, and even bricked up the gates. Pressing 
messages were despatched to solicit aid from Gelo, who 
collected his whole force, said to have amounted to so,ooo foot 
and sooo horse, and marched to Himera. His arrival restored 
the courage of the inhabitants, and after some partial fighting, 
which turned out to the advantage of the Greeks, a general 
battle ensued. It was obstinate and bloody, lasting from sun­
rise until late in the afternoon ; and its success was mainly 
determined by an intercepted letter which fell into the hands of 
Gelo-a communication from the Selinuntines to Hamilkar, 
promising to send a body of horse to his aid, and intimating 
the time at which they would arrive. A party of Gelo's horse, 
instructed to personate this reinforcement from Selinus, were 
received into the camp of Hamilkar, where 'hey spread conster· 
nation and disorder, and are even said to have slain the general 
and set fire to the ships; while the Greek army, brought to 
action at this opportune moment, at length succeeded in 
triumphing over both superior numbers and a determined 
resistance. If we are to believe Diodorus, I so,ooo men were 
slain on the side of the Carthaginians ; the rest fled-partly to 
the Sikanian mountains where they became prisoners of the 
Agrigentines-partly to a hilly ground, where, from want of 
water, they were obliged to surrender at discretion. Twenty 
ships alone escaped with a few fugitives, and . these twenty 
were destroyed by a storm on the passage, so that only one 
small boat arrived at Carthage with the disastrous tidings.3 

1 Herodot. vii. 165. The Ligyes came from the southern junction of 
Italy and France ; the Gulfs of Lyons and Genoa. The lielisyki cannot 
be satisfactorily verified : Niebuhr considers them to have been the Volsci: 
an ingenious conjecture. 

2 Polyb. i. 67. His description f){ the mutiny of ihe Carthaginian 
mercenaries, after the conclusion of the first Punic war, is highly 
instructive. 

3 Diodor. xi. 21-24 
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Dismissing such unreasonable exaggerations, we can only ven­
ture to assert that the battle was strenuously disputed, the victory 
·complete, and the slain as well as the prisoners numerous. 
The body of Hamilkar was never discovered, in spite of careful 
search ordered by Gelo : the Carthaginians affirmed, that as 
soon as. the defeat of his army became irreparable, he had 
cast himself into the great sacrificial fire wherein he had been 
offering entire victims (the usual sacrifice consisting only of a 
small part of the beast 1) to propitiate the gods, and had there 
been consumed. The Carthaginians erected funereal monuments 
to him, graced with periodical sacrifices, both in Carthage and 
in their principal colonies : 2 on the field of battle itself also, 
a monument was raised to him by the Greeks. On that 
monument, seventy years afterwarps, his victorious grandson,_ 
fresh from the plunder of this same city of I-Iimera, offered the 
bloody sacrifice of 3000 Grecian prisoners. 8 

We may presume that Anaxilaus with the forces of Rhegium 
shared in the defeat of the foreign invader whom he had called 
in, and probably other Greeks besides. All of them were now 
compelled to sue for peace from Gelo, and to solicit the 
privilege of being enrolled as his dependent allies, which was 

1 Herodotus, vii. 167. rrrfJp.a.ra. 31\.a. KaTa.')'i(wv. This passage of 
Herodotus receives illustration from the learned comment of Movers on the 
Phcenician inscription recently discovered at Ma.t>'eilles. It was the usual 
custom of the Jews, ~d it bad been in old times the custom with the 
Phcenicians (Porphyr. de Abstin. iv. 15), to burn the victim entire: the 
Phoeniciaos departed from this practice, but the departure seems to have 
been considered as not strictly correct, and in times of great misfortune or 
anxiety the old habit was resumed (Movers, Das Opferwesen der Karthager. 
Breslau, 1847, p. 71-1 r8). -

2 Herodot. vii. r66, 167. Hamilkar was son of a Syracusan mother: a 
curious proof of comtubium between Carthage and Syracuse. At the 
moment when the elder Dionysius declared war against Carthage, in 398 
B.c., there were many Carthaginian merchants dwelling both in Syracuse 
and in other Greco-Sicilian cities, together with ships and other property. 
Dionysius gave licence to the Syracusans, at the first instant when he had 
determined on declaring war, to plunder all this property (Diodor. xiv. 46). 
This speedy multiplication of Carthaginians with merchandise in the 
Grecian cities so soon after a bloody war had been concluded, is a strong 
proof of the spontaneous tendencies of trade. 

a Diodor. xiii. 62. According to Herodotus, the battle of Himera took 
place on the sa.me day as that of Salamis ; according to Diodorus, on the 
same day as that of Thermopylre. If we are forced to choose between the 
two witnesses, there can be no hesitation in preferring the former: but it 
b<:.:r.ns more probable that neither is correct. 

As far as we can judge from the brief allusions of Herodotus, he must 
have conceived the battle of Himera in a manner totally different from 
Diodorus. Under such circumstances, I cannot venture to trust the details 
given by the latter. 
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granted to them without any harder imposition than the tribute 
probably involved in that relation.1 Even the Cartliaginians 
themselves were so intimidated by the defeat, that they sent 
envoys to ask for peace at Syracuse, which they are said to 
have obtained mainly by the solicitation of Damarete wife o'f 
Gelo, on condition of paying 2ooo talents to defray the costs 
of the war, and of erecting two temples in which the terms of 
the treaty were to be permanently recorded.2 If we could 
believe the assertion of Theophrastus, Gelo exacted from the 
Carthaginians a stipulation that they would for the future 
abstain from human sacrifices in their religious worship. 3 But 
such an interference with foreign religious rites would be 
unexampled in that age, and we know moreover that the 
.practice was not permanF!ntly discontinued at Carthage. 4 

1 
Indeed we may reasonably suspect that Diodorus, copying from 
writers like Ephorus and Timceus long after the events, has 
exaggerated considerably the defeat, the humiliation, ar,d the 
amercement of the Carthaginians. For the words of the poet 
Pindar, a very few years after the battle of Himera, represent a 
fresh Carthaginian invasion as matter of present uneasiness 
and alarm : 5 and the Carthaginian fleet is found engaged 
in aggressive warfare on the coast of Italy, requiring to be 
coerced by the brother and successor of Gelo. 

The victory of Jbi.mera procured for the Sicilian cities 
immunity from foreign war,. together with a rich plunder. 
Splendid offerings of thanksgiving to the gods were dedicated 
in the temples of Himera, Syracuse, and Delphi ; while the 
epigram of Simonides, 6 composed for the tripod offered in the 
latter temple, described Gelo with his three brothers Hiero, 
Polyzelus, and Thrasybulus, as the joint liberators of Greece from 
the Barbarian, along with the victors of Salamis and Platcea. 
And the Sicilians alleged that he was on the point of actually ~ 
sending reinforcements to tqe. Greeks against Xerxes, in spite 
of the necessity of submitting to Spartan command, when the 
intelligence of the defeat and retreat of that prince reached 
him. But we find another statement decidedly more probable 

1 I presume this treatment of Anaxilaus by Gelo must be alluded to in 
Diodorus, xi. 66 : at least it is difficult to understand what other "great 
benefit" Gelo had conferred on Anaxilaus. 

2 Diodor. xi. 26. 
3 Schol. ad Pindar. Pyth. ii. 3; Plutarch, De Serii Numinis Vindictii, l 

p. 552, c. 6. 
4 Diodor. xx. 14. 
3 Pindar, Nem. ix. 67 (= 28 B.) with the Scholia. 
' Simonid~s, Epigr. 141, ed. Bergk. 
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-that he sent a confidential envoy named Kadmus to Delphi 
. with orders to watch the tum of the Xerxeian invasion, and in 
case it should prove successful (as he thought that it probably 
would be) to tender presents and submission to the victorious 
invader on behalf of Syracuse.1 When we consider that until 

· the very morning of the battle of Salamis, the cause of Grecian 
independence must have appeared to an impartial spectator 
almost desperate, we cannot wonder that Gelo should take 
precautions for preventing the onward progress of the Persians 
towards Sicily, which was already sufficiently imperilled by its 
formidable enemies in Africa. The defeat of the Persians at 
Salamis and of the Carthaginians at Himera cleared away 
suddenly and unexpectedly the terrific cloud from Greece as 
well as from Sicily, and left a sky comparatively brilliant with 
prosperous hopes. 

To the victorious army of Gelo, there was abundant plunder 
for recompense as well as distribution. Among the most 
valuable part of the plunder were the numerous prisoners taken, 
who were divided among the cities in proportion to the number 
of troops furnished by each. Of course the largest shares must 
have fallen to Syracuse and Agrigentum; while the number 
acquired by the latter was still further increased by the separate 
capture of those prisoners who had dispersed throughout the 
mountains in and near the Agrigentin~ territory. All the 
Sicilian cities allied•with or dependent on Gelo, but especially 
the two last-mentioned, were thus put in possession of a number 
of slaves as public property, who were kept in chains to work, 2 

and were either employed on public undertakings for defence, 
ornament, and religious solemnity-or let out to private masters 
so as to afford a revenue to the state. So great wa:s the total 
of these public slaves at Agrigentum, that though many were 
employed on state-works, which elevated the city to signal 
grandeur during the flourishing period of seventy years which in­
tervened between the recent battle and its subsequent capture by 
the Carthaginians-there nevertheless remained great numbers 
to be let out to private individuals, some of whom had no less 
than five hundred slaves respectively in their employment.3 

1 Herodot. vii. 163-165: compare Diodor. xi. 26; Ephorus, Fragm. 
I II, ed. Didot. 

2 Diodor. xi. 25. al ~· 1r6i\E&s •ls 1reoas KaTEITT7JITav 'I'OVS ~•a•p•BevTas 
alx,u.aAWorovs, Kal Ta, 811p.&au~ Tii;v tnwv OlQ. -ro~Twv ~1rEO'KE0a(ov. 

For analogous instances of captives taken in war being employed in 
public works by the captors, and labouring in chains, see the cases of Tegea 
and Samos in Herodot. L 66 ; iii. 39· 

a Diodor. xi. 25. Respecting slaves belonging; to the public, and let out 
VOL. V. M 
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· The peace which now ensued left Gelo master of Syracuse 
and Gela, with the Chalkidic Greek towns on the east of the 
island ; while Thera governed in Agrigentum, and his son 
Thrasydreus in Himera. In power as well as in reputation, 
Gelo was unquestionably the chief person in the island ; more­
over he was connected by marriage, and lived on terms of 
uninterrupted friendship, with Thera. His conduct, both at 
Syracuse and towards the cities dependent upon him, was mild 
and conciliating. But his subsequent career was very short: 
he died of a dropsical complaint not much more than a year 
after the battle of Himera, while the glories of that day were 
fresh in every one's recollection. As the Syracusan law 
rigorously interdicted expensive funerals, Gelo had commanded 
that his own obsequies should be conducted in strict conformity 
to the law : nevertheless the zeal of his successor as well as the 
attachment of the people disobeyed these commands. The 
great mass of citizens followed his funeral procession from the 
city to the estate of his wife, fifteen miles distant : nine massive 
towers were erected to distinguish the spot; and the solemnities 
of heroic worship were rendered to him. The respectful 
recollections of the conqueror of Himera never afterwards died 
out among the Syracusan people, though his tomb was defaced 
first by the Carthaginians, and afterwards by the despot 
Agathokles.1 And when we recollect the destructive effects 
caused by the subsequent Carthaginian invasions, we shall be 
sensible how great was the debt of gratitud~ owing to Gelo by 
his contemporaries. 

It was not merely as conqueror of Himera, but as a sort of 
second founder of Syracuse, 2 that Gelo was thus solemnly 
worshipped. The size, the strength, and the population, of the 
town were all greatly increased under him. Besides the 
number of the new inhabitants which he brought from Gela, 
the Hybhean Megara, and the Sicilian Eubrea, we are informed 
that he also inscribed on the roll of citizens no less than ro,ooo 
mercenary soldiers. It will moreover appear that these new­
made citizens were in possession of the islet of Ortygia 3-the 
interior stronghold of Syracuse. It has already been stated 
that Ortygia was the original settlement, and that the city did 
not overstep the boundaries of the islet before the enlargements 

for hire to individual employers, com pare the large financial project 
conceived by Xenophon, De Vectigalibus, capp. 3 and 4· 

1 Diodor. xi. 38, 67 : Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 29 ; Aristotle, rell.<fwv 
Uoll.t7·ela; Fragm. p. 106, ed. Neumann. 

2 Diodor. xi. 49· 3 Diodor. xi. 72, 73· 
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of Gelo. We do not know by what arrangements Gelo 
provided new lands for so large a number of new-comers : but 
when we come to notice the antipathy with which these latter 
were regarded by the remaining citizens, we shall be inclined 
to believe that the old citizens had been dispossessed and 
degraded. 

Gelo left a son in tender years, but his power passed, by his 
own direction, to two of his brothers, Polyzelus and Hiero ; the 
former of whom married the widow of the deceased prince, and 
was named, according to his testamentary directions, com­
mander of the military force-while Hiero was intended to 
enjoy the government of the city. Whatever may have been 
the wishes of Gelo, however, the real power fell to Hiero ; a 
man of energy and determination, and munificent as a patron 
of contemporary poets, Pindar, Simonides, Bacchylides, Epi­
charmus, ..:Eschylus, and others ; but the victim of a painful 
internal complaint-jealous in his temper-cruel, and rapacious 
in his government 1-and noted as an organiser of that 
systematic espionage which broke up all freedom of speech 
among his subjects. Especially jealous of his brother Polyzelus, 
who was very popular in the city, he despatched him on a 
military expedition against the Krotoniates, with a view of 
indirectly accomplishing his destruction. But Polyzelus, aware 
of the snare, fled to Agrigentum, and sought protection from 
his brother-in-law• the despot Thero; from whom Hiero 
redemanded him, and on receiving a refusal, prepared to 
enforce the demand by arms. He had already advanced on 
his march as far as the river Gela, but no actual battle 
appears to have taken place. It is interesting to hear that 
Simonides the poet, esteemed and rewarded by both these 
princes, was the mediator of peace between them. 2 

The temporary breach, and sudden reconciliation, between 
these two powerful despots, proved the cause of sorrow and ruin 
at Himera. That city, under the dominion of the Agrigentine 
Thero, was administered by his son Thrasydceus-a youth 
whose oppressive conduct speedily excited the strongest 
antipathy. The Himerceans, knowing that they had little 
chance of redress from Thero against his son, took advantage 
of the quarrel between him and Hiero to make propositions to 

1 Diodor. xi. 67 ; Aristotel. Politic. v. 9, 3· In spite of the compliments 
directly paid by Pin dar to Hiero ( 1rpa.tis &uTo'is, ob cp8ov~wv &-ya.Oo'is, ~e(vo•s 
a~ 8a.UJla.IT'TOS 'lra.T.f,p, Pyth. iii. 7I = rzs), his indirect admonitions and hints 
sufficiently attest the real character (see Dissen ad Pindar. Pyth. i. and ii. 
p. r6r-r8z). 

2 Diodor. xi. 48 ; Schol. Pindar, Olymp. ii. 29. 
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the latter, and to entreat his aid for the expulsion of Thrasydreus, 
tendering themselves as subjects of Syracuse. It appears that 
Kapys and Hippokrates, cousins of Thera, but at variance with 
him, and also candidates for the protection of Hiero, were con­
cerned in this scheme for detaching Himera from the dominion 
of Thera. But so soon as peace had been concluded, Hiero 
betrayed to Thero both the schemes and the malcontents at 
Him era. We seem to make out that Kapys and Hippokrates 
collected some forces to resist Thho, but were defeated by him 
at the river Himera : 1 his victory was followed up by seizing 
and putting to death a large number of Himerrean citizens. 
So great was the number slain, coupled with the loss of others 
who fled for fear of being slain, that the population of the city 
was sensibly and inconveniently diminished. Thero invited 
and enrolled a large addition of new citizens, chiefly of Dorian 
blood.2 

The power of Hiero, now reconciled both with Thero and 
with his brother Po!yzelus, is marked by several circumstances 
as noway inferior to that of Gelo, and probably the greatest, 
not merely in Sicily, but throughout the Grecian world. The 
citizens of the distant city of Cumre, on the coast of Italy, 
harassed by Carthaginian and Tyrrhenian fleets entreated his 
aid, and received from him a squadron which defeated and 
drove off their enemies : 8 he even settled a Syracusan colony 
in the neighbouring island of Pithekusa. A:naxilaus, despot of 
Rhegium and Messene, had attacked, and might probably have 
overpowered, his neighbours the Epizephyrian Lokrians ; but 
the menaces of Hiero, invoked by the Lokrians, and conveyed 
by the envoy Chromius, compelled him to desist.4 Those 
heroic honours, which in Greece belonged to the CEkist of a 
new city, were yet wanting to him. He- procured them by the 

1 Schol. ad Pindar. Olymp. ii. 173. For the few facts which can be 
made out respecting the family and genealogy of Th~ro, see Goller, De Situ 
et Origine Syracusarum, ch. vii. p. 19-22. The Scholiasts of Pindar are 
occasionally useful in explaining the brief historical allusions of the poet ; 
but they seem to have bad very few trustworthy materials before them for 
so doing. 

2 Diodor. xi. 48, 49· 
3 The brazen helmet, discovered near the site of Olympia with the name 

of Hiero and the victory at Cumre inscribed on it, yet remains as an 
interesting relic to commemorate this event: it was among the offerings 
presented by Hiero to the Olympic Zeus: see Boeckh, Corp. Inscriptt. 
Grrec. No. I 6, part i. p. 34· 

I Diodor. xi. 51; Pindar, i. 74 (= 140); ii. 17 (= 35) with the Scholia: 
Epicharmus, Fragment, p. 19, ed. Krusemann; Schol. Pindar. Pyth. i. 98 ; 
Strabo, v. p. 247· 
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foundation of the new city of 1Etna,1 on the site and in the 
place of Katana, the inhabitants of which he expelled, as well as 
those of Naxos. While these Naxians and Katanreans were 
directed to take up their abode at Leontini along with the 
existing inhabitants, Hiero planted ro,ooo new inhabitants in 
his adopted city of lEtna; sooo of them f.rom Syracuse and 
Gela-with an equal number from Peloponnesus. They served 
as an auxiliary force, ready to be called forth in the event 
of discontents at Syracuse, as we shall see by the history of 
his successor: he gave them not only the territory which 
had before belonged to Katana, but also a large addition 
besides, chiefly at the expense of the neighbouring Sikel tribes. 
His son Deinomenes, and his friend and confidant Chromius, 
enrolled as an lEtnrean, became joint administrators of the city, 
whose religious and social customs were assimilated to the 
Dorian model. 2 Pindar dreams of future relations between the 
despot and citizens of lEtna, analogous to those between king 
and citizens at Sparta. Both Hiero and Chromius were 
proclaimed as lEtnreans at the Pythian and N emean games, 
when their chariots gained victories ; on which occasion the 
assembled crowd heard for the first time of the new Hellenic 
city of JEtna. We see, by the compliments of Pindar,3 that 
Hiero was vain of his new title of founder. But we must 
remark that it was procured, not, as in most cases, by planting 
Greeks on a spot epreviously barbarous, but by the disposses­
sion and impoverishment of other Grecian citizens, who seem to 
have given no ground of offence. Both in Gelo and Hiero we 
see the first exhibition of that propensity to violent and 
wholesale transplantation of inhabitants from one seat to 
another, which was not uncommon among Assyrian and 
Persian despots, and which was exhibited on a still larger scale 

1 'llpr.>v ol/Ct!TT~s ci.vTl Tvp&vvov {Jovli.Of.!~Vos ~lva1, KaT&J1?7v 
~~~"-~" A1-rv?Jv f.I~Tr.>JIOf.!a!Te T~v woll.tv, eavrov ol/CI!TT~JI wpouayop•6uas (Schol. 
ad Pindar. Nem. i. I). 

Compare the subsequent case of the foundation of Thurii, among the 
citizens of which violent disputes arose, in determining who should be 
recognised as CEkist of the place. On referring to the oracle, Apollo 
directed them to commemorate himself as CEkist (Diodor. xii. 35). 

B Chromius brhpowos Tf)s Atrv?Js (Schol. Pind. Nem. ix. I). About the 
Dorian institutions of lEma, &c., Pindar, Pyth. i. 60-71. 

Deinomenes survived his father, and commemorated the Olympic 
victories of the latter by costly offerings at Olympia (Pausan. vi. 12, I). 

8 Pindar. Pyth. i. 6o ( = II7); iii. 69 ( = 121). Pindar. ap. Strabo. vi. 
p. 269. Compare Nemea, ix. 1-30, addressed to Chromius. Hiero is 
proclaimed in some odes as a Syracusan : but Syracuse and the 
new[y.founded .iEtna are intimately joined together: see Nemea, i. init, 
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by the successors of Alexander the Great in their numerous 
new-built cities. 

Anaxilaus of Rhegium died shortly after that message of 
Hiero which had compelled him to spare the Lokrians. Such 
was the esteem entertained for his memory, and so efficient the 
government of Mikythus, a manumitted slave whom he con­
stituted regent, that Rhegium and Messene were preserved for 
his children, yet minors.l But a still more important change 
in Sicily was caused by the death of the Agrigentine Thero, 
which took place seemingly about 472 B.c. This prince, a 
partner with Gelo in the great victory over the Carthaginians, 
left a reputation of good government as well as ability among 
the Agrigentines, which we find perpetuated in the laureat strains 
of Pindar: and his memory doubtless became still further 
endeared from comparison with his son and successor. 
Thrasydreus, now master both of Himera and Agrigentum, 
displayed on a larger scale the same oppressive and sanguinary 
dispositions which had before provoked rebellion at the former 
city. Feeling himself detested by his subjects, he enlarged the 
military force which had been left by his father, and engaged 
so many new mercenaries, that he became master of a force 
of zo,ooo men, horse and foot. And in his own territory, 
perhaps, he might long have trodden with impunity in the 
footsteps of Phalaris, had he not imprudently provoked his 
more powerful neighbour Hiero. In an ob~inate and murder­
ous battle between these two princes, 2ooo men were slain 
on the side of the Syracusans, and 4000 on that of the 
Agrigentines : an immense slaughter, considering that it mostly 
fell upon the Greeks in the two armies, and not upon the non­
Hellenic mercenaries. 2 But the defeat of Thrasydreus was 
so complete, that he was compelled to flee not only from 
Agrigentum, but from Sicily : he retired to Megara in Greece 
Proper, where he was condemned to death and perished.3 The 
Agrigentines, thus happily released from their oppressor, sued 
for and obtained peace from Hiero. They are said to have 
established a democratical government, but we learn that Hiero 
sent many citizens into banishment from Agrigentum and 

1 Justin. iv. 2, 
2 So I conceive the words oLDiodorus are to be understood-?ril.eiO''TO< 

'Tow ?rapa'Ta~ai'~"""' 'El\il.~vwv 7rplis"E!I.il.rwas l1reO'ov (Diodor. xi. 53). 
s Diodor. xi. 53· ~H:EL 8avcf'Tou Ka'Ta')!Vwu8els ~'Teil.e~T'1JUEV. This is a 

remarkable specimen of the feeling in a foreign city towards an oppressive 
· TVpavvos. The 1\Iegarians of Greece Proper were m~ch connected with 

Sicily, through the Hyblrean Megara, as well as Selwus. 
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Him era, as well as from Gela, 1 nor can we doubt that all the 
three were numbered among his subject cities. The moment 
of freedom only commenced for them when the Gelonian 
dynasty shared the fate of the Theronian. 

The victory over Thrasydreus rendered Hiero more com­
pletely master of Sicily than his brother Gelo had been before 
him. The last act which we hear of him, is, his interference 
on behalf of his brothers-in-law,2 the sons of Anaxilaus of 
Rhegium, who were now of age to govern. He encouraged 
them to prefer, and probably showed himself ready to enforce 
their claim against Mikythus, who had administered Rhegium 
since the death of Anaxilaus, for the property as well as the 
sceptre. Mikythus complied readily with the demand, render­
ing an account so exact and faithful, that the sons of Anaxilaus 
themselves entreated him to remain and govern-or more 
probably to lend his aid to their government. This request he 
was wise enough to refuse : he removed his own property and 
retired to Tegea in Arcadia. Hiero died shortly afterwards, of 
the complaint under which he had so long suffered, after a 
reign of ten years. s 

On the death of Hiero, the succession was disputed between 
his brother Thrasybulus, and his nephew the youthful son of 
Gelo, so that the partisans of the family became thus divided. 
Thrasybulus, surrounding his nephew with temptations to 
luxurious pleasure~ contrived to put him indirectly aside, and 
thus to seize the government for himself.4 This family division 
-a curse often resting upon the blood-relations of Grecian 
despots, and leading to the greatest atrocities 5-coupled with 

1 Diodor. xi. 76. 01 1<a'Tct. T~v 'Ilpwvos avva<TTeiav ll<1rE1r'TWI<O'TES E/C 'ToJV 
ioiwv 7r6AEWV-'TOIJ'TWV a' i;<TaV reA.4'ot 1<al 'AICpa-yav'TtVOt 1<al 'ip.EpatOt, 

2 Hiero had married the daughter of Anaxilaus, but he seems also to 
have had two other wives-the sister or cousin of Th~ro, and the dau"hter 
of a Syracusan named Nikokles: this last was the mother of hi; son 
Deinomen~s (Schol. Pindar. Pyth. i. II2). 

We rea~ o~ Kleophron son o~ Anaxilaus, governing Mess~ne during his 
father's hfe-ume: probably this young man must have died, otherwi"e 
Mikythus would not have succeeded (Schoh Pindar. Pyth. ii. 34). 

a Diodor. xi. 66. 
4 Aristotel. Politic. v. 8, rg. Diod.orus does not mention the son of 

Gelo . 
. Mr. Fynes Clinton. (Fast.i Hellenici, App .. chap. 10, p. 264 seq.) h~ 

discussed all the mam pomts connected With Syracusan and Sicilian 
chronology. 
, 5, Xen?phon, ,Hiero, iii. 8. El Tol~uv E8EJ\.e~s ~ea;avo~:';', ellp.furels p.~v ToVs 
LOLW'Tas V1rD 'TOV'TWV p.rf.A.t<T'Ta </JtA.ovp.evovs, 'TOVS a. 'TVpavvovs 1l"OAA.o1Js p.EV 
wat'Bas fau-ri;w O:trEKTOV71K&-ra.s, wol\l\oVs 0' {nrO wal8wv a.bTol,s &1roA"'A.67as 
'lrOAAOOS a< UOE~</>OOs tv Tvpavvi<Ttv 0.A.A.'1]71.otp6vovs -ye-yevwdvovs, 11'0~A.oos a~ 
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the conduct of Thrasybulus himself, caused the downfall of the 
mighty Gelonian dynasty. The bad qualities of Hiero were 
now seen greatly exaggerated, but without his accompanying 
energy, in Thrasybulus ; who put to death many citizens, and 
banished still more, for the purpose of seizing their property, 
until at length he provoked among the Syracusans intense and 
universal hatred, shared even by many of the old Gelonian 
partisans. Though he tried to strengthen himself by increasing 
his mercenary force, he could not prevent a general revolt from 
breaking out among the Syracusan population. By summoning 
those cities which Hiero had planted in his new city of JEtna, 
as well as various troops from his dependent allies, he found 
himself at the head of I5,ooo men, and master of the inner 
city ; that is, the islet of Ortygia, which was the primitive 
settlement of Syracuse, and was not only distinct and defensible 
in itself, but also contained the docks, the shipping, and 
command of the harbour. The revolte<;l people on their side 
were masters of the outer city, better known under its later 
name of Achradina, which lay on the adjacent mainland of 
Sicily, was surrounded by a separate wall of its own, and was 
divided from Ortygia by an intervening space of low ground 
used for burials.! Though superior in number, yet being no 

K<tl ,\,.-~ ')'VV<t<Kwv TwV ~cwTwv Tupd.vvous iJ.ecpUap,_.lvovs, Kal {;,.b ~-ralpwv ')'E 

Twv ,_.d.ll.<u-ra tioKo6v'TwV f/>l"A"'v elva1: compare IsokraU!s, De Pace, ·Orat. 
viii. p. 182, § I 38. 

So also Tacitus (Hist. v. 9) respecting the native kings of J udrea, after 
the expulsion of the Syrian dynasty-" Sibi ipsi reges imposuere: qui, 
mobilitate vulgi expulsi, resumpt~ per arma dominatione, fugas civium, 
urbium eversiones,-fratrum, conjugum, parmtum, neces-aliaque solita 
regibus ausi," &c. 

1 Respecting the topography of Syracuse at the time of these disturbances, 
immediately preceding and following the fall of the Gelonian dynasty-my 
statements in the present edition will be found somewhat modified as 
compared with the first. In describing the siege of the city by the 
Athenian army under Nikias, I found it necessary to study the local details 
of Thucydides with great minuteness, besides consulting fuller modem 
authorities. The conclusions which I have formed will be found stated,­
partly in the early part of chapter lix.-but chiefly in a separate dissertation 
annexed as an Appendix at the end of vol. vii., and illustrated by two plans. 
To the latter Dissertation with its Plans, I request the reader to refer. 

Diodoms here states (xi. 67, 68), that Thrasybulus was master both of 
the Island (Ortygia) and Achradina, while the revolted Syracusans held 
the rest of the city, of which !tyke or Tych@ was a part. He evidently 
conceives Syracuse as having comprised, in 463 B.c., substantially the same 
great space and the same number of four quarters or portions, as it after· 
wards came to contain from the time of the despot Dionysius down to the 
Roman empire, and as it is set forth in the description of Cicero (Orat. in 
Verr. iv. 53, IIS-120) enumerating the four quarters Ortygia, Achradina, 
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match in military efficiency for the forces of Thrasybulus, they 
were obliged to invoke aid from the other cities in Sicily, as 
well as from the Sikel tribes-proclaiming the Gelonian dynasty 
as the common enemy of freedom in the island, and holding 
out universal independence as the reward of victory. It was 
fortunate for them that there was no brother-despot like the 
powerful Thero to espouse the cause of Thrasybulus. Gela, 
Agrigentum, Selinus, Himera, and even the Sikel tribes, all 
responded to the call with alacrity, so that a large force, both 
military and naval, came, to reinforce the Syracusans ; and 
Thrasybulus, being totally defeated, first in a naval action, next 
on land, was obliged to shut himself up in Ortygia, where he 
soon found his situation hopeless. He accordingly opened a 
negotiation with his opponents, which ended in his abdication 
and retirement to Lokri, while the mercenary troops whom he 
had brought together were also permitted to depart unmolested.1 

The expelled Thrasybulus afterwards lived and died as a private 
citizen at Lokri-a very different fate from that which had 
befallen Thrasyda:us (son of Thero) at Megara, though both 
seem to have given the same provocation. 

Thus fell the powerful Gelonian dynasty at Syracuse, after a 
continuance of eighteen years.2 Its fall was nothing less than 
an extensive revolution throughout Sicily. Among the various 
cities of the island there had grown up many petty despots, 
each with his separate mercenary force ; acting as the instru­
Jnents, and relying on the protection, of the great despot at 
Tych~, and Neapolis. I believe this to be a mistake. I take the general 
conception of the topography of Syracuse given by Thucydides in 415 B.c., 
as representing in the main what it had been fifty years before. Thucy· 
dides (vi. 3) mentions only the Inner City, which was in the Islet of 
Ortygia (~ ... &ll.ts ~ ~v-r&s)-and the Outer City(~ .,.&ll.ts 1! ~~w). This latter 
w:~.s afterwards known by the name of Achradina, though that name does 
not occur in Thucydides. Diodorus expressly mentions that both Ortygia 
and Achradina had each separate fortifications (xi. 73). 

In these disputes connected with the fall of the Gelonian dynasty, I 
conceive Thrasybulus to have held possession of Ortygia, which was at all 
times the inner stronghold and the most valuable portion of Syracuse ; 
insomuch that under the Roman dominion, Marcellus prohibited any 
native Syracusan from dwelling in it. (Cicero cont. Verr. v. 32-84, 38, 
g8). The enemies of Thrasybulus, on the contrary, I conceive to have 
occupied Achradina. 

There is no doubt that this bisection of Syracuse into two separate 
fortifications must have afforded great additional facility for civil dispute, if 
there were any causes abroad tending to foment it; conformably to a 
remark of Aristotle (Polit, v. 2, 12), which the philosopher illustrates by 
reference to Koloph6n and Notium, as well as to the insular and continental 
portions of Klazomenre. 

1 Diodor. ix. 67, 68. 2 Aristotel. Politic. v. 8, 23. 
M 2 
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Syracuse. All these were now expelled, and governments more 
or less democratical were established everywhere.l The sons 
of Anaxilaus maintained themselves a little longer at Rhegium 
and Messene, but the citizens of these two towns at length 
followed the general example, compelled them to retire, 2 and 
began their rera of freedom. 

But though the Sicilian despots had thus been expelled, the 
free governments established in their place were exposed at 
first to much difficulty and collision. It has been already 
mentioned that Gelo, Hiero, Thero, Thrasydreus, Thrasybulus, 
&c., had all condemned many citizens to exile with confiscation 
of property; and had planted on the soil new citizens and 
mercenaries, in numbers no less considerable. To what race 
these mercenaries belonged, we are not told : it is probable 
that they were only in part Greeks. Such violent mutations, 
both of persons and property, could not occur without raising 
bitter conflicts, of interest as well as of feeling, between the old, 
the new, and the dispossessed proprietors, as soon as the iron 
hand of compression was removed. This source of angry 
dissension was common to all the Sicilian cities, but in none 
did it flow more profusely than in Syracuse. In that city, the 
new mercenaries last introduced by Thrasybulus, had retired at 
the same time with him, many of them to the Hieronian city 
of JEtna, from whence they had been brought. But there yet 
remained the more numerous body introdJtCed principally by 
Gelo, partly also by Hiero ; the former alone having enrolled 
xo,ooo, of whom more than 7ooo yet remained. What part 
these Gelonian citizens had taken in the late revolution, we do 
not find distinctly stated : they seem not to have supported 
Thrasybulus as a body, and probably many of them took part 
against him. 

After the revolution had been accomplished, a public 
assembly of the Syracusans was convened, in which the first 
resolution was, to provide for the religious commemoration of 
the event, by erecting a colossal statue of Zeus Eleutherius, and 
by celebrating an annual festival to be called the Eleutheria, 
with solemn matches and sacrifices. They next proceeded to 
determine the political constitution, and such was the predomi­
nant reaction, doubtless aggravated by the returned exiles, of 
hatred and fear against the expelled dynasty-that the whole 
body of new citizens, who had been domiciliated under Gelo 
and Hiero, were declared ineligible to magistracy or honour. 
This harsh and sweeping disqualification, falling at once upon 

1 Diodor. xi. 68. 2 Diodor. xi. 76. 
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a numerous minority, naturally provoked renewed irritation and 
civil war. The Gelonian citizens, the most warlike individuals 
in the state, and occupying, as favoured partisans of the 
previous dynasty, the inner section of Syracuse 1-0rtygia­
placed themselves in open revolt ; while the general mass of 
citizens, masters of the outer city, were not strong enough to 
assail with success this defensible position. 2 But they contrived 
to block it up nearly altogether, and to intercept both its 
supplies and its communication with the country, by means of 
a· new fortification carried out from the outer city towards the 
Great Harbour, and stretching between Ortygia and Epipolre. 
The garrison within could thus only obtain supplies at the cost 
of perpetual conflicts. This disastrous internal war continued 
for some months, with many partial engagements both by land 
and sea: whereby the general body of citizens became accus­
tomed to arms, while a chosen regiment of 6oo ·trained volun­
teers acquired especial efficiency. Unable to maintain them­
selves longer, the Gelonians were forced to hazard a general 
battle, which, after an obstinate struggle, terminated in their 
complete defeat. The chosen band of 6oo, who had eminently 

1 Aristotle {Politic. v. 2, I I) mentions, as one of his illustrations of the 
mischief of receiving new citizens, that the Syracusans, after the Gelonian 
dynasty, admitted the foreign mercenaries to citizenship, and from hence 
came to sedition and armed conflict. But the incident cannot fairly be 
quoted in illustration •f that principle which he brings it to support. The 
mercenaries, so long as the dynasty lasted, had been the first citizens in 
the community: after its overthrow, they became the inferior, and were 
rendered inadmissible to honours. It is hard! y matter of surprise that so 
great a change of position excited them to rebel : but this is not a case 
properly adducible to prove the difficulty of adjusting matters with 
new-coming citizens. 

Mter the expulsion of Agathokles from Syracuse, nearly two centuries 
after these events, the same quarrel and sedition was renewed, by the 
exclusion of his mercenaries from magistracy and posts of honour (Diodor. 
xxi. Fragm. p. 282). 

2 Diodor. xi. 73· Ol lie :Ivpa.~<oli<Ttot 1rci.Juv ~J.L'IrE<TiwTEs els -ra.pa.x~v, ..-o 
ll.onrov -rijs 1r6ll.ews J<ci.TE<TXOV, Ka.l oro 1rpos ..-Ct.s 'E7rt7roll.<'ts "TE"Tp«flp.evov a.V...71s 
~trETelxurav, ~eal woAA1JV lt.o-cpdA.eta.v ~avTo'is K«TEtTKe!Jg.ucnr eb8V j'O.p -r17s ~1rl 
T~V xtf>pa.V ~~6oov "TOVS a'f>t!T"T1jl<6-ra.s euxepfi>s elp-yov 1<a.l "TU.XV "TWV ~1fi"T1j1ie£wv 
~?rol71<Ta.v l1.1ropeiv. 

Diodorus here repeats the same misconceptioiJ as I have noticed in a 
previous note. He supposes that the Gelonians were in possession both of 
Ortygia and of Achradina, whereas they were only in possession of the 
former, as Thrasybnlus had been in the former contest. 

The opposing party were in possession of the outer city or Achradina : 
and it would be easy for them, by throwing out a fortification between 
Epipolre and the Great Harbour, to straiten the communication of Ortygia 
with the country around ; as may be seen by referring to the Plans of 
Syracuse at the end of vol. vii. 
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contributed to this victory, received from their fellow-citizens a 
crown of honour, and a reward of one mina per head.1 

The meagre annals, wherein these interesting events are 
indicated rather than described, tell us scarcely anything of the 
political arrangements which resulted from so important a 
victory. Probably many of the Gelonians were expelled: but 
we may assume as certain, that they were deprived of the 
dangerous privilege of a separate residence in the inner 
stronghold or islet Ortygia. 2 

Meanwhile the rest of Sicily had experienced disorders 
analogous in character to those of Syracuse. At Gela, at 
Agrigentum, at Himera, the reaction against the Gelonian 
dynasty had brought back in crowds the dispossessed exiles ; 
who, claiming restitution of their properties and influence, 
found their demands sustained by the population generally. 
The Katanreans, whom Hiero had driven from their own city 
to Leontini, in order that he might convert Katana into his 
own settlement JEtna, assembled in arms and allied themselves 
with the Sikel prince Duketius, to reconquer their former home 
and to restore to the Sikels that which Hiero had taken from 
them for enlargement of the JEtnrean territory. They were 
aided by the Syracusans, to whom the neighbourhood of these 
Hieronian partisans was dangerous : but they did not accom­
plish their object until after a long contest and several battles 
with the JEtnreans. A convention was at leflgth concluded, by 
which the latter evacuated Katana and were allowed to occupy 
the town and territory (seemingly Sikel) of Ennesia or Inessa, 
upon which they bestowed the name of JEtna, 3 with monuments 
commemorating Hiero as the founder-while the tomb of the 
latter at Katana was demolished by the restored inhabitants. 

These conflicts, disturbing the peace of all Sicily, came to be 
so intolerable, that a general congress was held between the 
various cities to adjust them. It was determined by joint 
resolution to re-admit the exiles and to extrude the Gelonian 
settlers everywhere : but an establishment was provided for 
these latter in the territory of Messene. It appears that the 
exiles received back their property, or at least an assignment of 
other lands in compensation for it. The inhabitants of Gela 
were enabled to provide for their own exiles by re-establishing 

1 Diodor. xi. 72, 73, 76. 
2 Diodorus, xiv. 7· 
8 Diodorus, xi. 76; Strabo, vi. 268. Compare, as an analogous event, 

the destruction of the edifices erected in the market-place of Amphipolis, 
in honour of the Athenian Agnon the CEkist, after the revolt of that city 
from Athens (Thucyd. v. II). 
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the city of Kamarina, 1 which had been conquered from 
Syracuse by Hippokrates despot of Gelo, but which Gelo, 
on transferring his abode to Syracuse, had made a portion of 
the Syracusan territory, conveying its inhabitants to the city of 
Syracuse. The Syracusans now renounced the possession of it 
-a cession to be explained probably by the fact, that among 
the new-comers transferred by Gelo to Syracuse, there were 
included not only the previous Kamarinreans, but also many 
who had before been citizens of Gela.2 For these men, now 
obliged to quit Syracuse, it would be convenient to provide an 
abode at Kamarina, as well as for the other restored Geloan 
exiles ; and we may further presume that this new city served 
as a receptacle for other homeless citizens from all parts of the 
island. It was consecrated by the Geloans as an independent 
city, with Dorian rites and customs : its lands were distributed 
anew, and among its settlers were men rich enough to send 
prize chariots to Peloponnesus, as well as to pay for odes of 
Pindar. The Olympic victories of the Kamarinrean Psaumis 
secured for his new city an Hellenic celebrity, at a moment 
when it had hardly yet emerged from the hardships of an 
initiatory settlement.s 

Such was the great reactionary movement in Sicily against 
the high-handed -violences of the previous despots. We are 
only enabled to follow it generally, but we see that all their 
transplantations ar!d expulsions of inhabitants were reversed, and 
all their arrangements overthrown. In the correction of the 
past injustice, we cannot doubt that new injustice was in many 
cases committed, nor are we surprised to hear that at Syracuse 
many new enrolments of citizens took place without any rightful 
claim, 4 probably accompanied by grants of land. The reigning 
feeling at Syracuse would now be quite opposite to that of the 
days of Gelo, when the Demos or aggregate of small self-work­
ing proprietors was considered as "a troublesome yoke-fellow," 
fit only to be sold into slavery for exportation. It is highly 
probable that the new table of citizens now prepared included 

1 Diodor. xi. 76. p.e-ra a€ 'TGIV'TGI Kap.cl.p!vav }lEV r • .>.<jiol KGITOltd<Tavns ·~ 
apxiJs KGinKA7)pOVX7J<TGIV. 

See the note of Wesseling upon this passage. There can be little doubt 
that in Thucydides (vi. 5) the correction of KaTrpK[<T87J ihro re>.<fwv (in place 
of tnro r<>.wvos) is correct. 

2 Herodot. vii. ISS· 
3 See the fourth and fifth Olympic odes of Pindar, referred to Olympiad 

82, or 452 B.c., about nine years after the Geloans had re-established 
Kamarina. Tav v<o•Kuv i!opav (Oiymp. v. 9), &or' &p.axav[as if'}'wv es <Pci.os 
.,.&vo• 8iip.ov arn·wv (Olymp. v. 14). 

4 Diodor. xi. 86. oro>.>.wv elKii Kal &>s t.-vxe oreoro>.L'TO'}'P«</'71!':,wv. 
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that class of men in larger number than ever, on principles 
analogous to the liberal enrolments of Kleisthenes at Athens. 
In spite of all the confusion however with which this period of 
popular government opens, lasting for more than fifty years 
until the despotism of the elder Dionysius, we shall find it far 
the best and most prosperous portion of Sicilian history. We 
shall arrive at it in a subsequent chapter. 

Respecting the Grecian cities along the coast of Italy, during 
the period of the Gelonian dynasty, a few words will exhaust 
the whole of our knowledge. Rhegium, with its despots 
Anaxilaus and Mikythus, figures chiefly as a Sicilian city, and 
has been noticed as such in the stream of Sicilian politics. 
But it is also involved in the only event which has been 
preserved to us respecting this portion of the history of the 
Italian Greeks. It was about the year B.c. 473, that the 
Tarentines undertook an expedition against their non-Hellenic 
neighbours the Iapygians, in hopes of conquering Hyria and 
the other towns belonging to them. Mikythus, despot of 
Rhegium, against the will of his citizens, despatched 3ooo of 
them by constraint as auxiliaries to the Tarentines. But the 
expedition proved signally disastrous to both. The Iapygians, 
to the number of 2o,ooo men, encountered the united Grecian 
forces in the field, and completely defeated them. The battle 
having taken place in a hostile country, it seems that the larger 
portion both of Rhegians and Tarentines I9erished, insomuch 
that Herodotus pronounces it to have been the greatest Hellenic 
slaughter within his knowledge.1 Of the Tarentines slain a 
great proportion were opulent and substantial citizens, the loss 
of whom sensibly affected the government of the city; 
strengthening the Demos, and rendering the constitution more 
democratical. In what particulars the change consisted we do 
not know: the expression of Aristotle gives reason to suppose 
that even before this event the constitution had been popular.2 

1 Herodot. vii. 170; Diodor. xi. 52. The latter asserts that the Iapygian 
victors divided their forces, part of them pursuing the Rhegian fugitives, 
the rest pursuing the Tarentines. Those who followed the fornier were so 
rapid in their movements, that they entered (he says) along with the 
fugitives into the town of Rhegium, and even became masters of it. 

To say nothing of the fact, that Rhegium continues afterwards, as before, 
under the rule of Mikythus-we may remark that Diodorus must have 
formed to himself a strange idea of the geography of southern Italy, to talk 
of rursuit and llightfi·om Iapygia tu Rhegium. . 

Aristotel. Polit. v. 2, 8. Aristotle has another passage (vi. 3, 5) in 
which he comments on the government of Tarentum: and 0. Miiller 
applies this second passage to illustrate the particular constitutional 
changes which were made after the Iapygian disaster. I think this 
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CHAPTER XLIV 

FROM THE BATTLES OF PLAT.tEA AND MYKALE DOWN TO THE 

DEATHS OF THEMISTOKLES AND ARISTEIDES 

AFTER having in the last chapter followed the repulse of the 
Carthaginians by the Sicilian Greeks, we now return to the 
central Greeks and the Persians-a case in which the triumph 
was yet more interesting to the cause of human improvement -) 
generally. t.J:. , 

The disproportion between the immense host assembled byr ... P 
Xerxes, and the little which he accomplished, naturally pro-Y,c.."'\·~, 
vokes both a contempt for Persian force and an admiration for'a'~~ 
the comparative handful of men by whom they were so igno-'"l1~ miniously beaten. Both these sentiments are just, but both i ,,. . 
are often exaggerated beyond the point which attentive con-Y'' • t/ 
templation of the facts will justify. The Persian mode of,\o-¥' 
mal5i_gg_'Y.!J.r (which we may liken to that oftlie-modernTurks,l~A.'' 
now that the period of their energetic fanaticism has passed\>':~ ... • 
away) was in a high degree disorderly and inefficient. The 
men indeed, individually taken, especially the native Persians, 1_1.. {.\.~' 
were not deficien! in the qualities of soldiers, but their arm~~~ ·~ 
and their organisation were wretched-and their leaders yet V ·1' 

worse. On the other hand, the Greeks, equal, if not superior, ··,-., 
in individual bravery, were incomparably superior in soldier-like~ 
order as well as in arms : but here too the leadership was 
defective, and the disunion a constant source of peril. Those 
who, like Plutarch (or rather the Pseudo-Plutarch) in his 
treatise on the Malignity of Herodotus, insist on acknow­
ledging nothing but niagnanimity and heroism in the proceed-
ings of the Greeks throughout these critical years, are forced to 
deal harshly with the inestimable witness on whom our know-
ledge of the facts depends. That witness intimates plainly 
that, in spite of the devoted courage displayed, not less by the 
vanquished at Thermopyl~, than by the victors at Salamis, 
Greece owed her salvation chiefly to the imbecility, cowardice, 

juxtaposition of the two passages unauthorised : there is nothing at all to 
connect them together. See History of the Dorians, iii. 9, 14. 

1 Mr. ·waddington's Letters from Greece, describing the Greek revolu­
tion of r8zr, will convey a good idea of the stupidity of Turkish warfare: 
compare also the second vo:nme of the Memoirs of Baron de Tott, part iii. 
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and credulous rashness, of Xerxes.1 Had he indeed possessed 

...r either the personal energy of Cyrus, or the judgement of 
Artemisia, it may be doubted whether any excellence of 
management, or any intimacy of union, could have preserved 
the Greeks against so great a superiority of force. But it is 
certain that all their courage as soldiers in line would have been 
unavailing for that purpose, without a higher degree of general­
ship, and a more hearty spirit of co-operation, than that which 
they actually manifested. 

· -... ·One hundred and fifty years after this eventful period, we 
shall see the tables turned, and the united forces of Greece 

:J under Alexander of Macedon becoming invaders of Persia. 
We shall find that in Persia no improvement has taken place 
during this long interval-that the scheme of defence under 
Darius Codomannus labours under the same defects as that of 
·attack under Xerxes-that there is the same blind and exclusive 
:confidence in pitched battles with superior numbers 2-that the 
advice of Mentor the Rhodian, and of Charidemus, is despised 
like that of Demaratus and Artemisia-that Darius Codo­
mannus, essentially of the same stamp as Xerxes, is hurried 

. into the battle of Issus by the same ruinous temerity as that 
'which threw away the Persian fleet at Salamis-and that the 
Persian native infantry (not the cavalry) even appear to have 
lost that individual gallantry which they displayed so con­
spicuously at Plat::ea. But on the Grecian ~ide, the improve­
ment in every way is very great: the orderly courage of the 
soldier has been sustained and even augmented, while the 
generalship and power of military combination has reached a 
point unexampled in the previous history of mankind. Military 
science may be esteemed a sort of creation during this interval, 
and will be found to go through various stages-Demosthenes 
and Brasidas-the Cyreian army and Xenophon-Ages"iiaus­
IphikratTs-Epaminondas-Philip of Macedon-Alexander: 3 

for the Macedonian princes are borrowers of Greek tactics, 
though extending and applying them with a personal energy 
peculiar to themselves, and with advantages of position such as 
no Athenian or Spartan ever enjoyed. In this comparison 
between the invasion of Xerxes and that of Alexander, we con­
trast the prog!essive spirit of Greece, serving as herald and 

1 Thucyd. i. 69. brur-r&.p.<vo• ""l -rbv /3&.p/3apov ab-rbv 7r<pl afJ-r4i -ra 1Tll..!..,. 
crtpall.~v-ra, &c. : compare Thucyd. vi. 33· 

2 Thucyd. i. 142. 1rll.-f)e€1 '1"~11' &.p.aOlav Opacr6voii'T<s, &c. 
3 See a remarkable passage in the third Philippic of Demosthen~s, c. ro, 

P· 123. 
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stimulus to the like spirit in Europe-with the stationary mind 
of Asia, occasionally roused by some splendid individual, but 
never appropriating to itself new social ideas or powers, either 
for war or for peace. 

It is out of the invasion of Xerxes that those new powers of 
combination, political as well as military, which lighten up 
Grecian history during the next century and more, take their'l.r-

• rise. They are brought into agency through the altered position 
1 

and character of the Athenj~ns-improvers, to a certain extent,·- . 
of military operations on land, but the great creators of marine • ~' 
tactics and manceuvring in Greece-and the earliest of all " 
Greeks who showed themselves capable of. organising and .' 
directing the joint action of numerous allies and dependents : 
thus uniting the two distinctive qualities of the Homeric·· 
Agamemnon 1-ability in command, with vigour in execution. 

In the general Hellenic confederacy, which had acted against . 
Persia under the presidency of Sparta, Athens could hardly be 
said to occupy anf ostensible rank above that of an ordinary · 
member. The post of second dignity in the line at Platrea had 
indeed been adjudged to her, yet only after a contending claim;\ 
from Tegea. But without any difference in ostensible rank, 
she was in the eye and feeling of Greece no longer the same 
power as before. She had suffered more, and at sea had cer­
tainly done more, than all the other allies put together. Even 
on land at Platrea,•her hoplites had manifested a combination 
of bravery, discipline, and efficiency against the formidable V 
Persian cavalry, superior even to the Spartans. No Athenian 
officer had committed so perilous an act of disobedience as the 
Spartan Amompharetus. After the victory of Mykale, when 
the Peloponnesians all hastened home to enjoy their triumph, 
the Athenian forces did not shrink from prolonged service for 
the important object of clearing the Hellespont, thus standing 
forth as the willing and forward champi_ons of_ _the Asiatic I 
Greeks against Persia. Besides tllese exploits of Athens -
collectively, the only tw~ .individuals, gifted with any talents for 1-
command, whom th1s momentouscontest had thrown up, were • 
both of them Athenians : first, Themistokles ; next, Aristeides. 
From the beginning to the end of the struggle, Athens had dis­
played an unreserved Pan-Hellenic patriotism which had been 
most ungen-erously requited by the Peloponnesians; who had 
kept within their Isthmian walls, and betrayed Attica twice to 
hostile ravage; the first time, perhaps, unavoidably-but the 

1 • Ap.~Onpov, fJo.cnAEVs ·r' O.ya.60s ~epa.Tt:pOs T" ai.xp.'ri'M}s. 

Homer, Iliad, ·iii. 179-
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second time by a culpable neglect in postponing their outward 
march against Mardonius. And the Peloponnesians could not 
but feel, that while they had left Attica unprotected, they owed 
their own salvation at Salamis altogether to the dexterity of 
Themistokles and to the imposing Athenian naval force. 
' Considering that the Peloponnesians hadSustained little or 

no mischief by the invasion, while the Athenians had lost for 
the time even their city and country, with a large proportion 
of their moveable property irrecoverably destroyed-we might 
naturally expect to find the former, if not lending their grateful 
and active aid to repair the damage in Attica, at least cordially 
welcoming the restoration of the ruined city by its former in­
habitants. Instead of this, we find the same selfishness again 
prevalent among them. Ill-will and mistrust for the future, 

.· aggravated by an admiration which they could not help feeling, 
overlays all their gratitude and sympathy. . 

The Athenians, on returning from Salamis after the battle 
of Plata:a, found a desolate home to harbour them. Their 
country was laid waste,-their city burnt or destroyed, so that 
there remained but a few houses standing, wherein the Persian 
officers had taken up their quarters-and their fortifications for 
the most part razed or overthrown. It was their first task to 
bring home their families and effects from the temporary places 
of shelter at Trc:ezen, LEgina, and Salamis. After providing 
what was indispensably necessary for immediate wants, they 
began to rebuild their city and its fortifications on a scale of 

......- enlarged size in every direction.1 But as soon as they were 
seen to be employed on this indispensable work, without which 
neither political existence nor personal safety was practicable; 
the allies took the alarm, preferred complaints to Sparta, and 
urged her to arrest the work. In the front of these com­
plainants probably stood the LEginetans, as the old enemies of 
Athens, and as having most to apprehend from her might at 
sea. The Spartans, perfectly sympathising with the jealousy 
and uneasiness of their allies, were even disposed, from old as­
sociation, to carry their dislike of fortifications still further, so 
that they would have been pleased to see all the other Grecian 
cities systematically defenceless like Sparta itself.2 But while 
sending an embassy to Athens, to offer a friendly remonstrance 

l Thucyd. i. 8g. 
2 Thucyd. i. go. Ta p.~v 1<al a~Tol l]owv t.v bpwv'TES p.{JT' l1<fivovs p.{JT' 

li71.71.ov p.'1}1ieva ni'xos lxovTa, TO li~ 1rJ\.eov TwP ~vp.p.&.xwv ~~OTpvvdvTwv 1<al 
<f>o{3ovp.EPWP 'TOU 'TE P<W'TII<OU ab'TwP 'TO 1r71.~9os, f> 1rplv obx ~1r~pX<, «al ThV ~S 
.,-lw M'1}5,f<lw 7ro71.ep.ov 'TOJ\.p.av ')'EVOU.EV'f}V. 
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against the project of re-fortifying the city, they could not 
openly and peremptorily forbid the exercise of a right common 
to every autonomous community. Nor did they even venture, 
at a moment when the events of the past months were fresh in 
every one's remembrance, to divulge their real jealousies as to 
the future. They affected to offer prudential reasons against 
the scheme, founded on the chance of a future Persian invasion ; 
in which case it would be a dangerous advantage for the 
invader to find any fortified city outside of Peloponnesus 
to further his operations, as Thebes had recently seconded 
Mardonius. They proposed to the Athenians therefore, not 
merely to desist from their own fortifications, but also to assist 
them in demolishing all fortifications of other cities beyond the 
limits of Peloponnesus-promising shelter within the Isthmus, 
in case of need, to all exposed parties. 

A statesman like Themistokles was not likely to be imposed 
upon by this diplomacy: but he saw that the Spartans had the 
power of preventing the work if they chose, and that it could 
only be executed by the help of successful deceit. By his 
advice the Athenians dismissed the Spartan envoys, saying that 
they would themselves send to Sparta and explain their views. 
Accordingly Themistokles himself was presently despatched 
thither, as one among three envoys instructed to enter into 
explanations with the Spartan authorities. But his two col­
leagues, Aristeide~ and Abronichus, by previous concert, were 
tardy in arriving-and he remained inactive at Sparta, making 
use of their absence as an excuse for not even demanding an 
audience, yet affecting surprise that their coming was so long 
delayed. But while Aristeides and Abronichus, the other two 
envoys, were thus studiously kept back, the whole population 
of Athens laboured unremittingly at the walls. Men, women 
and children, all tasked their strength to the utmost during this 
precious interval. Neither private houses, nor sacred edifices, 
were spared to furnish materials ; and such was their ardour in 
the enterprise, that before the three envoys were united at 
Sparta, the wall had already attained a height sufficient at least 
to attempt defence. Yet the interval had been long enough to 
provoke suspicion, even in the slow mind of the Spartans ; 
while the more watchful lEginetans sent them positive intelli­
gence that the wall was rapidly advancing. 

Themistokles, on hearing this allegation, peremptorily denied 
the truth of it ; and the personal esteem entertained towards 
him was at that time so great, that his assurance 1 obtained for 

I Thucyd. i. 91. .,.q; p.~v ®•p.t<T'TOI<li.Ei breilloV'To 6u~ <f>tll.(av aln-ov. 
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some time unqualified credit, until fresh messengers again 
raised- suspicions in the minds of the Spartans. In reply to 
these, Themistokles urged the Ephors to send envoys of their 
own to Athens, and thus convince themselves of the state of 
the facts. They unsuspectingly acted upon his recommenda­
tion, while he at the same time transmitted a private communi­
cation to Athens, desiring that the envoys might not be suffered 
to depart until the safe return of himself and his colleagues, 
which he feared might be denied them when his trick came to 
be divulged. Aristeides and Abronichus had now arrived­
the wall was announced to be of a height at least above con­
tempt-and Themistokles at once threw off the mask. He 
avowed the stratagem practised-told the Spartans that Athens 
was already fortified sufficiently to ensure the safety and free 
will of its inhabitants-and warned them that the hour of con­
straint was now past, the Athenians being in a condition to 
define and vindicate for themselves their own rights and duties 
in reference to Sparta and the allies. He reminded them that 
the Athenians had always been found competent to judge for 
themselves, whether in joint consultation, or in any separate 
affair such as the momentous crisis of abandoning their city and 
taking to their ships. They had now, in the exercise of this 
self-judgement, resolved on fortifying their city, as a step indis­
pensable to themselves and advantageous even to the allies 
generally. No equal or fair interchange of ">pinion could sub­
sist, unless all the allies had equal means of defence : either all 
must be unfortified, or Athens must be fortified as well as the 
rest.1 

. Mortified as the Spartans were by a revelation which showed 
,.,·.-~.·that they had not only been detected in a dishonest purpose, 
. :} · but completely outwitted-they were at the same time overawed 
1 ' .·• by the decisive tone of Themistokles, whom they never after-

~· _ ·wards forgave. To arrest beforehand erection of the walls, 
· . ·--• would have been practicable, though not perhaps without 

' difficulty ; to deal by force with the fact accomplished, was 
/ perilous in a high degree. Moreover the inestimable services 

just rendered by Athens became again predominant in their 
- ' : minds, so that sentiment and prudence for the time coincided. 

· ··-'They affected therefore to accept the communication without 
'• manifesting any offence, nor had they indeed put forward any 

pretence which required to be formally retracted. The envoys 

1 Thucyd. i. 91. Ob ')'?t.p o'f&v -r' Eival ,..~ &,..b aVTI'Jrci)l.ov 1rapa<1'1<€Vijs 
Ofio'i&v '!"I 'I; Ycrov ~s 'I"O l<owbv flov)l.•o•crila.•. •H 1rci.v'l"a.s oiiv &n•xicr-rous trp11 
xpijva• ~vp.p.axeiJf, 'I; l<al -rrl.oe vop.l(•w opilws tx••v. 
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on both sides returned home, and the Athenians completed 
their fortifications, without obstfuctionT-yet not without 
murmurs on the part of the allies, who bitterly reproached 
Sparta afterwards for having let slip this golden opportunity of 
arresting the growth of the giant. 2 

If the allies were apprehensive of Athens before, the mixture 
of audacity, invention, and deceit, whereby she had just eluded 
the hindrance opposed to her fortifications, was well calculated 
to aggravate their uneasiness. On the other hand, to the 
Athenians, the mere hint of intervention to debar them from 
that common right of self-defence which was exercised by every 
autonomous city except Sparta, must have appeared outrageous 
injustice-aggravated by the fact that it was brought upon 
them by their peculiar sufferings in the common cause, and by 
the very allies who without their devoted forwardness would 
now have been slaves of the Great King. And the intention 
of the allies to obstruct the fortifications must have been known 
to every soul in Athens, from the universal press of hands , • 
required to hurry the work and escape interference ; just as it .. \. 
was proclaimed to after-generations by the shapeless fragments __ 
and irregular structure of the wall, in which even sepulchral'· -
stones and inscribed columns were seen imbedded.3 Assuredly, .. 
the sentiment connected with this work-performed as it was 
alike by rich and poor, strong and weak-men, women, and \. \ -
children-must h~e been intense as well as equalising. All ~·- ' 
had endured the common miseries of exile, all had contributed --- 1;1' 
to the victory, all were now sharing the same fatigue for the "\ -
defence of their recovered city, in order to counterwork the 
ungenerous hindrance of their Peloponnesian allies. We must 
take notice of these stirring circumstances, peculiar to the 
Athenians and acting upon a generation which had now been 

1 We are fortunate enough to possess this narrative, respecting the re­
building of the walls of Athens, as recounted by Thucydid&s. It is the 
first incident which he relates, in that general sketch of events between the 
Persian and Peloponnesian war, which precedes his professed history 
(i. 89-92). Diodorus (xi. 39, 40), Plutarch (Themistokl~s, c. 19), and 
Cornelius Nepos (Themist. c. 6, 7) seem all to have followed Thucydid&s, 
though Plutarch also notices a statement of Theopompus, to the effect that 
Themistokl&s accomplished his object by bribing the Ephors. This would 
not be improbable in itself-nor is it inconsistent with the narrative of 
Thucydides ; but the latter either had not heard or ~id not believe it. 

2 Thucyd. i. 69. Kal -rwv~• {;J-Leis a1-rtot (says the Corinthian envoy ad· 
dressing the Lacedremonians), -r& TE 11'pw-rov iduavns a~-roh (the Athenians) 
-rijv 'II'Oll.tv J-LE-rO. TO. M?JBtKO. Kpa-rvvat, «al ffu-repov -rei J-La«pO. u-ri)uat -re£x11, &c. 

3 Thucyd. i. 93· Cornelius Nepos (Themist. c. 7) exaggerates this into 
a foolish conceit. 
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nursed in democracy for a quarter of a century and had achieved 
unaided the victory of Marathon-if we would understand that 
still stronger burst of aggressive activity, persevering self-con­
fidence, and aptitude as well as thirst for command-together 
with that still wider spread of democratical organisation­
which marks their character during the age immediately 
following. 

The plan of the new fortification was projected on a scale 
not unworthy of the future grandeur of the city. Its circuit 
was sixty stadia or about seven miles, with the acropolis nearly 

; in the centre : but the circuit of the previous walls is unknown, 
/ so that we are unable to measure the extent of that enlarge­

·ment which Thucydides testifies to have been carried out on 
every side. It included within the town the three hills of the 
Areopagus, Pnyx, and the Museum ; while on the south of the 

, town it was carried for a space even on tlre southern bank of 
the Ilissus, thus also comprising the fountain Kallirhoe_I In 
spite of the excessive hurry in which it was raised, the structure 
was thoroughly solid and sufficient against every external 
enemy : but there is reason to believe that its very large inner 
area was never filled with buildings. Empty spaces, for the 
temporary shelter of inhabitants driven in from the country with 
their property, were eminently useful to a Grecian city-com­
munity; to none more useful than to the Athenians, whose 
principal strength lay in their fleet, and whoso citizens habitually 
resided in large proportion in their separate demes throughout 
Attica. 

The first indispensable step in the renovation of Athens after 
her temporary extinction, was now happily accomplished: the 
city was made secure against external enemies. But Themi­
stokles, to whom the Athenians owed the late successful 
stratagem, and whose influence must have been much strength­
ened by its success, had conceived plans of a wider and more 
ambitious range. He had been the original adviser of the great 
maritime start taken by his countrymen, as well as of the 

\ powerful naval force which they had created during the last 
few years, and which had so recently proved their salvation. 
He saw in that force both the only chance of salvation for the 
future, in case the Persians should renew their attack by sea­

"' 1 For the dimensions and direction of the Tbemistoklean walls of Athens, 
see especially the excellent Treatise of Forchhammer-Topographie von 
Athen-published in the Kieler Philologische Studien. Kiel, 1841. 

The plan of Athens, prepared by Kiepert after his own researches and 
puhlished among his recent maps, adopts fqr the most part the ideas of 
Forchhammer as to the course of the walls. 
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a contingency at that time seemingly probable-and boundless 
prospects of future ascendency over the Grecian coasts and 
islands. It was the great engine of defence, of offence, and of 
ambition. To continue this movement required much less 
foresight and genius than to begin it. Theinistokles, the 
moment that the walls of the city had been finished, brought 
back the attention of his countrymen to those wooden walls 
which had served them as a refuge against the Persian monarch. 
He prevailed upon them to provide harbour-room at once safe -
and adequate, by the enlargement and fortification of the _ 
Peineus. This again was only the prosecution of an enterprise 
previously begun; for he had already, while in office two or 
three years before, 1 made his countrymen sensible that the open 
roadsted of Phalerum was thoroughly insecure, and had pre­
vailed upon them to improve- and -employ in part the more 
spacious harbours ·of Peirreus and Muny:chia-three natural 
basins, all capable of beingclosed and defended. Something 
had then been done towards the enlargement of this port, though it 
had probably been subsequently ruined by the Persian invaders. 
But Themistokles now resumed the scheme on a scale far 
grander than he could then have ventured to propose-a scale 

1 Thucyd. i. 93· r71"E!(f€ ll~ Kal 'TOU ITE!paLCdS .. a A0t71"4 <I ®ep.tcf1'01C.\'ijs 
olt<olio}.te'iv (u1r1jp1<'TO o' avTOV 7rpO-repov ~11"L -r'ijs ~KEfvov ltpx1)s, ~SKaT' EVlav-rhv 
'A91)valo~S ;jp~e). 

Upon which words the Scholiast observes (KaT' ~vtaVT~v)-Ka-rJ. Twa 
El'tav-rov -I,"Y•fi.Wl' l-ylve'TO' ?rp~ ll~ 'TWV M1)0L/CWV ;jp~· eep.<<T'TOICA'ijs lv<aV'Tbv 
gva. 

It seems hardly possible, having no fuller evidence to proceed upon, to 
determine to which of the vreceding years Thucydides means to refer this 
l.pxf, of Themistokles. Mr. Fynes Clinton, after discussing the opinions of 
Dod well and Corsini (see Fasti Hellenici, ad ann. 48I B.C. and Preface, p. 
xv. ), inserts Themistokles as Archon Eponymus in 481 B.C., the year before 
the invasion of Xerxes, and supposes the Peirreus to have been commenced 
in that year. This is not in itself improbable: but he cites the Scholiast 
as having asserted the same thing before him (1rp0 Twv M1)0<t<aW ;jp~• 
®<}.t<<T'TOK?..'ij< lv<avTOV ~va), in which I apprehend that he is not borne out 
by the analogy of the language : lvtaV'T~v g,a in the accusative case denotes 
only the duration of the apxl,, not the position of the year (compare 
Thucyd. iii. 68). 

I do not feel certain that Thucydides meant to designate Themistokles 
as having been Archon Eponymus, or even as having been one of the nine 
Archons. He may have meant " during the year when Themistokles was 
Strategus (or general)," and the explanation of the Scholiast, who employs 
the word fJ-y<}.tWV, rather implies that he so understood it. The Strategi 
were annual as well as the Archons. Now we know that Themistokles was 
one of the generals in 48o B. c., and that he commanded in Thessaly, at 
Artemisium, and at Salamis. The Peirreus may have been begun in the 
early part of 480 B.C., when Xerxes was already on his march, or at least 
at Sardis. 
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which demonstrates the vast auguries present to his mind 
respecting the destinies of Athens. 

Peirreus and Munychia, in his new plan, constituted a 
fortified space as large as the enlarged Athens, and with a wall 
far more elaborate and unassailable. The wall which sur­
rounded th~m, sixty stadia in circuit, 1 was intended by him to 
be so stupendous, both in height and thickness, as to render 
assault hopeless, and to enable the whole military population 
to act on shipboard, leaving only old men and boys as a 
garrison.2 We may judge how vast his project was, when we 
learn that the wall, though in practice always found sufficient, 
was only carried up to half the height which he had contem­
plated.3 In respect to thickness however his ideas were exactly 
followed: two carts meeting one another brought stones which 
were laid together right and left on the outer side of each, and 
thus formed two primary parallel walls, between which the 
interior space (of course at least as broad as the joint breadth 
of the two carts) was filled up, "not with rubble, in the usual 
manner of the Greeks, but constructed, throughout the whole 
thickness, of squared stones, cramped together with metal." 4 

The result was a solid wall, probably not less than fourteen or 
fifteen feet thick, since it was intended to carry so very unusual 
a height. In the exhortations whereby he animated the people 
to this fatiguing and costly work, he laboured to impress upon 
them that Peirreus was of more value toothem than Athens 
itself, and that it afforded a shelter into which, if their territory 
should be again overwhelmed by a superior land-force, they 
might securely retire, with full liberty of that maritime action 
in which they were a match for all the world.5 We may even 
suspect that if Themistokles could have followed his own 
feelings, he would have altered the site of the city from Athens 
to Peirreus : the attachment of the people to their ancient and 
holy rock doubtless prevented any such proposition. Nor did 
he at that time, probably, contemplate the possibility of those 

1 Thucyd. ii. IJ. 2 Thucyd. i. 93· 
3 Thucyd. i. 93· Tb a~ ~ljtos 'i}p.IO'V p.cl.li.IO'Ta ~TEli.E<T8'1) .~ a.evoeiTO' ~/3o{,li.ETO 

")'ap T.jj JJ.E")'E8EI r<al T<jj 'lrci.XEI l!.<j>IO'Tci.Val 'I'OoS 'I'WV 1roA.ep.£wv i7f</3ovll.¢s, U.v8pw· 
'lrWV a~ lv&p.•C•v oll.l")'wV r<al TWV «xpewTci.TwV U.pKEO'EIV ..-1jv <j>ull.ar<hv, 'I'OVS a' 
~ll.ll.ous ls .,.a.s vaiis i<T/31/0'•<TBa•. 

4 Thucyd. i. 93. The expressions are those of Colonel Leake, derived 
from inspection of the scanty remnant of these famous walls still to be seen 
-Topography of Athens, ch. ix. p. 4li: see edit. p. 293, Germ. trans!. 
Compare Aristophan. Aves, 1127, about the breadth of the wall of Nephe· 
lokokkygia. 

6 Thucyd. i. 93 (compare Cornel. Nepos, Themistok. c. 6). ..-ai's vau<Tl 
1rpbs 11.1fav-ras U.v8l<TTa<T0a<. 
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long walls which in a few years afterwards consolidated the two 
cities into one. 

Forty-five years afterwards, at the beginning of the Pelopon­
nesian war, we shall hear from Perikles, who espoused and 
carried out the large ideas of Themistokles, this same language 
about the capacity of Athens to sustain a great power exclu­
sively or chiefly upon maritime action. But the Athenian .Y. 
empire was then an established reality, whereas in the time of 
Themistokles it was- yet a dream, and his bold predictions, -
surpassed as they were by the future reality, mark that extra- ifw 

ordinary power of practical divination which Thucydides so 
emphatically extols in him. And it proves the exuberant hope · ' 
which had now passed into the temper of the Athenian people, ' 
when we find them, on the faith of these predictions, under­
taking a new enterprise of so much toil and expense; and that 
too when just returned from exile into a desolated country, at 
a moment of private distress and public impoverishment. 

However, Peirreus served other purposes besides its direct 
use as a dockyard for military marine. Its secure fortifications " 
and the protection of the Athenian navy, were well-calculated 
to call back those metics or residen"tforeigners, who had been 
driven away by the invasion of Xerxes, and who might feel 
themselves insecure in returning unless· some new and con­
spicuous means of protection were exhibited. To invite them 
back, and to attr~t new residents of a similar description, 
Themistokles proposed to exempt them from the Metoikion or 
non-freeman's annual tax: 1 but this exemption can only have 
lasted for a time, and the great temptation for them to return 
must have consisted in the new securities and facilities for 
tra.de, which Athens, with her fortified ports and navy, now 
afforded. The presence of numerous metics was profitable to 
the Athenians, both privately and publicly. Much of the 
trading, professional, and handicraft business was in their 
hands : and the Athenian legislation, while it excluded them 
from the political franchise, was in other respects equitable· 
and protective to them. In regard to trading pursuits, the 
metics had this advantage over the. citizens-that they were 
less frequently carried away for foreign military service. ·The 
great increase of their numbers, from this period forward, while 
it tended materially to increase the value of property all 
throughout Attica, but especially in Peirreus and Athens 
where they mostly resided, helps us to explain the extraordinary 
prosperity, together with the excellent cultivation, prevalent 

i Diodor. xi. 43· 
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throughout the country before the Peloponnesian war. The 
barley, vegetables, figs, and oil, produced in most parts of the 
territory-the charcoal prepared in the flourishing deme of 
Acharme 1-and the fish obtained in abundance near the coast 
-all found opulent buyers and a constant demand from the 
augmenting town population. 

We are further told that Themistokles 2 prevailed on the 
Athenians to build every year twenty new ships of the line-

., so we may designate the trireme. Whether this number was 
always strictly adhered to, it is impossible to say: but to repair 
the ships, as well as to keep up their numbers, was always 
regarded among the most indispensable obligations of the 
executive government. 

It does not appear that the Spartans offered any opposition 
to the fortification of the Peirreus, though it was an enterprise 

. greater, more novel, and more menacing, than that of Athens. 
But Diodorus tells us, probably enough, that Themistokles 
thought it necessary to send an embassy to Sparta,3 intimating 
that his scheme was to provide a safe harbour for the collective 
navy of Greece, in the event of future Persian attack. 

Works on so vast a scale must have taken a considerable 
time, and absorbed much of the Athenian force: yet they did 
not prevent Athens from lending active aid towards the ex­
pedition which, in the year after the battle of Platrea (B.C. 4 7 8), 
set sail for Asia under the Spartan Pausafiias. Twenty ships 
from the various cities of Peloponnesus 4 were under his com­
mand: the Athenians alone furnished thirty, under the orders 

1 See the lively picture of the Acharnian demots in the comedy of 
Aristophanes so entitled. 

Respecting the advantages derived from the residence of metics and from 
foreign visitors, compare the observations of Isokrates, more than a century 
after this period, Orat. iv. De Pace, p. 163, and Xenophon, De Vectiga· 
libus, c. iv. 2 Diodor. xi. 43· 

3 Diodor. xi. 4r, 42, 43· I mean, that the fact of such an embassy being 
sent to Sparta is probable enough-separating that fact from the prelimin­
ary discussions which Diodorus describes ItS having preceded it in the 
assembly of Athens, and which seem unmeaning as well as incredible. His 
story-that Themistokles told the assembly that he had conceived a scheme 
of great moment to the state, but that it did not admit of being made 
public beforehand, upon which the assembly named Aristeides and Xan­
thippus to hear it confidentially and judge of it-seems to indicate that 
Diodorus had read the well-known tale of the project of Themistokles to 
burn the Grecian fleet in the harbour of Pagasre, and that he jumbled it in 
his memory with this other project for enlarging and fortifying the Peirreus. 

4 Thucyd. i. 94; Plutarch, Aristeid&s, c. 23. Diodorus (xi. 44) says that 
the Peloponnesian ships were fifty in number: his statement is not to be 
accepted, in oppmdtion to Thucydides. 
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of Aristeides and Kimon : other triremes also came from the 
Ionian and insular allies. They first sailed to Cyprus, in 
which island they liberated most of the Grecian cities from 
the Persian government. Next they turned to the Bosphorus f 
of Thrace, and undertook the siege of Byzantium, which, like , 
Sestus in the Chersonese, was a post of great moment as well 
as of great strength-occupied by a considerable Persian force, 
with several leading Persians and even kinsmen of the monarch. 
The place was captured,1 seemingly after a prolonged siege: 
it might probably hold out even longer than Sestus, as being 
taken less unprepared. The line of communication between 
the Euxine sea and Greece was thus cleared of obstruction. 

The capture of Byzantium proved the signal for a capital 
and unexpected change in the relations of the various Grecian 
cities; a change, of which the proximate cause lay in the 
misconduct of Pausanias, but towards which other causes, 
deep-seated as well as various, also tended. In recounting 
the history of Miltiades,2 I noticed the deplorable liability of 
the Grecian leading men to be spoiled by success. This 
distemper worked with singular rapidity on Pausanias. As 
conqueror of Plat<ea, he had acquired a renown unparalleled 
in Grecian experience, together with a prodigious share of the 
plunder. The concubines, horses,3 camels, and gold plate, 
which had thus passed into his possession, were well calculated 
to make the sobri~ty and discipline of Spartan life irksome, 
while his power also, though great on foreign command, 
became subordinate to that of the Ephors when he returned 
home. His newly-acquired insolence was manifested immedi­
ately after the battle, in the commemorative tripod dedicated 
by his order at Delphi, which proclaimed himself by name and 
singly, as commander of the Greeks and destroyer of the 
Persians : an unseemly boast, of which the Laced<emonians 
themselves were the first to mark their disapprobation, by 
causing the inscription to be erased, and the names of the 
cities who had taken part in the combat to be all enumerated 
on the tripod.4 Nevertheless he was still sent on the command 

1 Thucyd. i. 94· 
3 Herodot. ix. Sr. 

2 See ch. xxxvi. of this History. 

4 In the Athenian inscriptions on the votive offerings dedicated after the 
capture of Eion, as well as after the great victories near the river Euryme· 
don, the name of Kimon the commander is not even mentioned (Plutarch, 
Kimon, c. 7; Diodor. xi. 62). 

A strong protest, apparently familiar to Grecian feeling, against singling 
)Ut the general particularly, to receive the honours of victory, appears 
1n Euripid. Andromach. 694;- striking verses, which are said (truly or 
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against Cyprus and Byzantium, and it was on the capture of 
this latter place that his ambition and discontent first ripened 
into distinct treason. He entered into correspondence with 
Gongylus the Eretrian exile (now a subject of Persia, and 
invested with the property and government of a district in 
Mysia), to whom he entrusted his new acquisition of Byzantium, 
and the care of the valuable prisoners taken in it. 

These prisoners were presently suffered to escape, or rather 
sent away underhand to Xerxes ; together with a letter from 
the hand of Pausanias himself, to the following effect :-
" Pausanias the Spartan commander having taken these cap­
tives, sends them back in his anxiety to oblige thee. I am 
minded, if it so please thee, to marry thy daughter, and to 
bring under thy dominion both Sparta and the rest of Greece : 1 
with thy aid I think myself competent to achieve this. If my 
proposition be acceptable, send some confidential person down 
to the seaboard, through whom we may hereafter correspond." 
Xerxes, highly pleased with the opening thus held out, im­
mediately sent down Artabazus (the same who had been 
second in command in Bceotia) to supersede Megabates in 
the satrapy of Daskylium. The new satrap, furnished with a 
letter of reply bearing the regal seal, was instructed to promote 
actively the projects of Pausanias. The letter was to this 
purport :-"Thus saith King Xerxes to Pausanias. Thy name 
stands for ever recorded in my house as a well-doer, on account 
of the men whom thou hast saved for me beyond sea at 
Byzantium; and thy propositions now received are acceptable 
to me. Relax not either night or day in accomplishing that 
which thou promisest, nor let thyself be held back by cost, 
either gold or silver, or numbers of men, if thou standest in 
need of them ; but transact in confidence thy business and 
mine jointly with Artabazus, the good man whom I have now 
sent, in such manner as may be best for both of us." 1 

Throughout the whole of this expedition, Pausanias had 

falsely) to have been indign3lntly repeate~ by Kleitus, during ~be intox~ca· 
tion of the banquet wherem he was slam by Alexander (Qumt. Curtms, 
viii. 4, 29 (viii. 4); Plutarch, Alexand. c. 51), 

l These letters are given by Thucydides verbatim (i. 128, 129): he had 
seen them or obtained copies { &.s licT'repov &vwp€81))-they were doubtless 
communicated along with the final revelations of the confidential Argilian 
slave. As they are autographs, I have translated them literally, retaining 
that abrupt transition from the third person to the first, which is one of 
their peculiarities. Cornelius Nepos, who translates the letter of Pausanias, 
has effaced this peculiarity. He carries the third person from the beginning ' 
to the end (Cornel. Nep. Pausan. c. 2). 
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been insolent and domineering; degrading the allies at quarters 
and watering-places in the most offensive manner as compared 
with the Spartans, and treating the whole armament in a 
manner which Greek warriors could not tolerate, even in a 
'~partan Herakleid and a victorious general. But when he 

eived the letter from Xerxes, and found himself in immediate 
mmunication with Artabazus, as well as supplied with funds 

for corruption,l his insane hopes kt1ew no bounds, and he 
already fancied himself son-in-law of the Great King as well as 
despot of Hellas. Fortunately for Greece, his treasonable 
plans were neither deliberately laid, nor veiled until ripe for 
execution, but manifested with childish impatience. He 
clothed himself in Persian attire (a proceeding which the 
Macedonian army, a century and a half afterwards, could not 
tolerate 2 even in Alexander the Great)-he traversed Thrace 
with a body of Median and Egyptian guards-he copied the 
Persian chiefs both in the luxury of his table imd in his 
conduct towards the free women of Byzantium. Kleonike, a 
Byzantine maiden of conspicuous family, having been ravished 
from her parents by his order, was brought to his chamber 
at night : he happened to be asleep, and being suddenly 
awakened, knew not at first who was the person approaching 
his bed, but seized his sword and slew her.3 Moreover his 
haughty reserve, with uncontrolled bursts of wrath, rendered 
him unapproachabl,j); and the allies at length came to regard 
him as a despot rather than a general. The news of such 
outrageous behaviour, and the manifest evidences of his alliance ' 
with the Persians, were soon transmitted to the Spartans, who 
recalled him to answer for his conduct, and seemingly the , 
Spartan vessels along with him.4 

1 
In spite of the flagrant condu<;:t of Pausanias, the Lace- :.:._ 

dremonians acquitted him on the allegations of positive and oyY 
individual wrong; yet mistrusting his conduct in reference to · . 
collusion with the enemy, they sent out Dorkis to supersede • < 
him as commander. But a revolution, oriii1ri1ense importance\. 
for Greece, had taken place in the minds of the allies. The 

1 Diodor. xi. 44· 
2 Arrian. Exp. Alex. iv. 7, 7; vii. 8, 4; Quint. Curt. vi. 6, 10 (vi. 21, 

II). . 
3 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 6; also Plutarch, De Ser. Numin. Vind. c. Io p. 

555· Pausanias, iii. 17, 8. It is remarkable that the latter heard the story 
of the death of Kleonike from the lips of a Byzantine citizen of his own day 
and seems to think that it had never found place in any written work. ' 

4 Thucyd. i. 95-131 : compare Duris and Nymphis apud Athenreum, xii. 
P· 535· 
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headship, or hegemony, was in the hands of Athens, and Dorkis 
the Spartan found the allies not disposed to recognise his 
authority. 

Even before the battle of Salamis, the question had been 
raised, 1 whether Athens was not entitled to the command 'J 

"sea, in consequence of the preponderance of her naval cont I 
gent. The repugnance of the allies to any command exc• '""• 
that of Sparta, either on land or water, had induced the Atheni lS 

,to waive their pretensions at that critical moment But the 
subsequent victories had materially exalted the latter in the eyes 
of Greece; while the armament now serving, differently com­
posed from that which had fought at Salamis, contained a large 
proportion of the newly-enfranchised Ionic Greeks, who not 

• only had no preference for Spartan command, but were attached 
to the Athenians on every ground-as well from kindred race, 
as from the <Certainty that Athens with her superior fleet was the 
only protector upon whom they could rely against the Persians. 
Moreover, it happened that the Athenian generals on this 

_.. expedition, Aristeides and Kimon, were personally just and 
conciliating, fonriing a striking contrast with Pausanias, Hence 
the Ionic Greeks in the fleet, when they found that the be­
haviour of the latter was not only oppressive towards themselves 
but also revolting to Grecian sentiment generally-addressed 
themselves to the Athenian commanders for protection and 
redress, on the plausible ground of kindred •tace ; 2 entreating to 
be allowed to serve. under Athens, as leader instead of Sparta. 

Plutarch tells us that Aristeides not only tried to remonstrate 
with Pausanias, who repelled him with arrogance-which is 
exceedingly probable-but that he also required, as a condition 
of his compliance with the request of the Ionic allies, that they 
should personally insult Pausanias, so as to make reconciliation 
impracticable : upon which a Samian and a Chian captain 
deliberately attacked and damaged the Spartan admiral-ship 
in the harbour of Byzantium.s The historians from whom 
Plutarch copied this latter statement must have presumed in 
the Athenians a disposition to provoke that quarrel with Sparta 
which afterwards sprung up as it were spontaneously : but the 
Athenians had no interest in doing so, nor can we credit the 
story-which is moreover unnoticed by 'I_'hucydides. To give 

t Herodot. viii. 2, 3· Compare the language of the Athenian envoy, as 
it ~lands in Herodotus (vii. ISS), addressed to Gelo. 

2 Thucyd. i. 95· t,~lovv ab'Tol!s ~'Yef'6vas cT<pwv -yeve<rOo.• Ka'Ta 'TO ~v-y-yev<s 
KCd fiavuav(q; !J.f, €1rLTp€7rELV, 1fv 'n'OU /3tcf.(7J'TCX.t. 

3 Plutarch, Aristeides, c. 23. 
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the Spartans a just ground of indignation, would have been 
glaring imprudence on the part of Aristeides. Yet having every 

~ 1potive to entertain the request of the allies, he began to take 
his measures for acting as their protector and chief. And his 
'Proceedings were much facilitated by the circumstance that the 

"Jartan government about this time recalled Pausanias to 
~~- dergo an examination, in consequence of the universal com­
. •.ints against him which had reached them. He seems to have 
lL!· no Spartan authority behind him-even the small Spartan 
squadron accompanied him home : so that the Athenian 
generals had the best opportunity for ensuring to themselves and 
exercising that command which the allies besought them to 
undertake. { So effectually did they improve the moment, that 
when Dorkis arrived to replace Pausanias, they were already in 

' full supremacy ; while Dorkis, having only a small force and 
being in no condition to employ constraint, found himself 
obliged to return home.l) 

This iricid.ent, though not a declaration of war against Sparta, l 
was ffie first open renunciation of her authority as presiding .. 1.. 
state among the Greeks; the first avowed manifestation of a 
competitor 'fOr t'hat dignity,) with numerous and willing fol-
• ·ll'ers ; the first separation of Greece (considered in herself 

)ne and apart from foreign solicitations such as the Persian 
vasion) into two distinct organised camps, each with collective 
tterests and projects of its own. (In spite of mortified pride, ( 
parta was constra~ed, and even in some points of view not in­
,isposed, to patient acquiescence.) She had no means afforcing · 
he dispositions of the Ionic allies, while the war with Persia{ 
tltogether-having now become no longer strictly defensive, and 
being withal maritime as well as distant from her own territory 
-had ceased to be in harmony with her home-routine and· 
strict discipline. Her grave senators, ~specially an ancient 
Herakleid named Hetcemarida!l, 'reproved the impatience of 
the younger citizens, and discountenanced the idea of perma­
nent maritime command as a dangerous innovation. They 
even treated it as an advantage, that Athens should take the 
lead in carrying on the Persian war, since it could not be 
altogether dropped ; nor had the Athenians as yet manifested 
any sentiments positively hostile, to excite their alarm.z Nay, 
the Spartans actually took credit in the eyes of Athens, 

1 Thuycd. i. 95; Diodorus, xi. 44-47. 
2 Thucyd. i. 95- Following Thucydides in his conception of these events, 

• I have embodied iu the narrative as much as seems consistent with it in 
Diodorus (xi. 50), who evidently did not here copy Thucydides, but probably 
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were well calculated to make 'the Laced::emonians distrust the 
conduct of their Herakleid leaders when on foreign service, and 
this feeling weighed much in inducing them to abandon the 
Asiatic headship in favour of Athens. It appears that their 
Peloponnesian allies retired from this contest at the same time 
as they did, so that the prosecution of the war was thus left to 
Athens as chief of the newly-emancipated Greeks. I) 
. lt' was from these considerations that the Spartans were in: 

<;lu'ced to submit to thafloss of command which the misconduct 
··of Pausanias had brought upon them. Their acquiescence 
facilitated the immense change abou~~l_{e_pla,s:e in Grecian 
politics. ) - - - - ....--

According to the tendencies in progress prior to the Persian 
invasion, Sparta had become gradually more and more the pre­
sident of something like a Pan-Hellenic union, comprising the 
greater part of the Grecian states. Such at least was the point 
towards which things seemed to be tending ; and if many 
separate states stood aloof from this union, none of them at 
least sought to form any counter-union, if we except the obsolete 
and impotent pretensions of Argos. 
l The preceding volumes of this history have shown that Sparta 

had risen to such ascendency, not from her superior competence 
in the management of collective interests, nor even, in the main, 
from ambitious efforts on her own part to acquire it-but from r 
the converging teooencies of Grecian feeling,.which required ~ " 
some such presiding state-and from the commanding military / 
power, rigid discipline, an_d ancient unmstilroe_d,_ Constitution( 
which attracted that feeling towards Sparta. The necessities 
of common defence against Persia greatly strengthened these 
tendencies; and the success of the defence, whereby so many 
Gret;ks were emancipated.,vho- required protection against their 
former 

1
master, seemed destined to have the like effect still 

more. ·For an instant, after the battles of Plat::ea and Mykale 
-when the town oCPlabi!a ~as--:_seC aparf:.as.aconsecrated 
of Leotychides from the difference between the date of his banishment and 
that of his death. King Pleistoanax afterwards, having been banished for 
the same offence as that committed by Leotychides, and having lived many 
years in banishment, was afterwards restored : and the years which he had 
passed in banishment were counted as a part of his reign (Fast. Hellen. 
I. c. p. ZII). The date of Archidamus may perhaps have been reckoned in 
one account from the banishment of Leotychides-in another from his death; 
the rather, as Archidamus must have been very young, since he reigned 
forty-two years even after 469 B.C. And the date which Diodorus has 
given as that of the death of Leotychid~s, may really be only the date of his 
banishment, in which he lived until 469 B.C. 

1 Thucyd. i. r8. 
VOL. V. N 
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national schism, and called into action by it, appears the in­
ternal political schism in each separate city between oligarchy , 
and democracy. Of course the germ of these parties had . , 
already~ previ~usly existed in the separate states. But- thf/ 
energettc democracy of Athens, and the pronounced tendency / 
of Sparta to rest upon the .flative oligarchies in eacli separate 
city as her chief support, now began to bestow, on the con­
flict of internal political parties, an Hellenic importance, 
and an aggravated bitterness, which had never before 
belonged t6 it:.j 

·J.ne departure of the Spartan Dorkis left the Athenian '/ 
generals at 1iberty ; and their situation imposed upon them -­
the duty of organising the new confederacy which they had 
been chosen to conduct. The Ionic allies were at this time 
not merely willing and unanimous, but acted as the forward 

and her allies on the other, during the Peloponnesian war, were each of 
them greater than the entire force which had been employed by both toge­
ther in the most powerful juncture of their confeC.eracy against the Persian 
i.nvaders-Kal J-yeV€TO av-ro'is Js TOVO€ -rlw 1rOA<p.ov.;, lola 1r<tpa(TJcEv)J 
JiEl(wv f) WS ""' Kpchwr& '1r0TE ja-r?. cupallpvovs -r;js ~vp.p.u.x!as 
1jv87)0'av (i. rg). 

I notice this last passage especially (construing it as the Scholiast seems 
to do), not less because it conveys an interesting comparison, than because 
it has been understood by Dr. Arnold, Goller, and other commentators in a 
sense which seems to me erroneous. They interpret thus-av-rols to mean 
the Athenians only, allll not the Lacedremonians-1} Mia 1rapaO'Kev.f, to de­
note the forces equipped by At)lens herself, apart from her allies-and 
l.Kpatq>vovs ~vp.p.ax(as to refer " to the Athenian alliance only, at a period 
a little before the conclusion of the thirty years' treaty, when the Athenians 
were masters not only of the islands, and the Asiatic Greek colonies, but 
had also united to their confederacy Breotia and Achaia on the continent of 
Greece itself" (Dr. Arnold's note). Now so far as the words go, the 
meaning assigned by Dr. Arnold might be admissible ; but if we trace the 
thread of ideas in Thueydides, we shall see that the comparison, as these 

, commentators conceive it, between Athens alone and Athens aided by her 
allies-between the Athenian empire as it stood during the Peloponnesian 
war, and the same empire as it had stood before the thirty years' truce-is 
quite foreign to his thought. Nor had Thucydides said one word to inform 
the reader, that the Athenian empire at the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
war had diminished in magnitude, and thus was no longer l.Kpa"fwfts; 
without which previous notification, the comparison supposed by Dr. 
Arnold could not be clearly understood. I conceive that there are two 
periods, and two sets of circumstances, which throughout all t~is passage 
Thucydides means to contrast : first, confederate Greece at the Ume of the 
Persian war; next, bisected Greece in a state of war, under the double 
headship of Sparta and Athens.-Av-ro'is refers as much to Sparta as to 
Athens-&Kpa«pvovs 'Ti/s ~vp.p.axlas means what had been before expressed 
by dp.a<xf.'la-and 'trOT• set against 'TOvlie -rbv 1r0l>.ep.ov, is equivalent to the 
expression wh:ch had before been used-&1r~ -row M7)1i<Kwv is 'TOvli• &el Tlw 
1TOl>.€f.'OV. 
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Respecting this first assessment we scarcely know more than 

.1e single fact-the aggregate in money was 460 talents 
=about £ro6,ooo sterling). Of the items composing such 
ggregate-of the individua~ cities which paid it-of the distri­

)ution of obligations to funish ships and to furnish money­
we are entirely ignorant. The little information which we 
possess on these points rdates to a period considerably later, . 
shortly before the Peloponnesian war, under the uncontrolled \ \ 
empire then exercised by Athens. Thucydides in his brief l'l · 
sketch makes us clearly understand the-· difference between 
presiding Athens with her autonomous and regularly assembled 1 allies in 476 B.c., and i1i1peria! Athens with her subject allies 
in 432 B.c; The Greek \vord equivalent to a![y left either of 
thes·e epithets to be ur.derstood, by an ambiguity exceedingly 
convenient to the powe:ful states. From the same author, too, 
we learn the general causes of the chiuige: but he gives us few 
parti<:ulars as to the modifying circumstances, and none at all 
as to the first start. He tells us only that the Athenians C; 
appointed a peculiar board of officers called tile 'Hdlenotamire, ,.­
to receive and admir.ister the common fund-that Delos was 
constituted the gene:al treasury, where the monejr'was to be 
kept-and that the payment thus levied was called the phorus;l 
a name which appears then to have been first put in~cuta:~ 
tion, though afterwr.rds usual-and to have conveyed at first 
no degrading imrft;rt, though it afterwards became so odious 
as to be exchanged for a more innocent synonym. Ll,. 

Endeavouring a; well as we can to conceive the Athenian ~ , 
alliance in its infancy, we are first struck with the magnitude : 
of the total sum contributed ; which will appear the more · 
remarkable when we reflect that many of the contributing cities' 1 
furnished ships besides. We may be certain that all which, 

to undertake such duties as devolved upon Athens, without any necessity of 
1pposing that he v•as specially asked for to perform it. 

Plutarch further states that a cerrain contribution had been levied from 
.he Greeks towards the war, even during the headship of Sparta. This 
statement also is r ighly improbable. The headship of Sparta covers only 
one single campt.ign, in which Paumnias had the command: the Ionic 
Greeks sent thei: ships to the fleet, which would be held sufficient, and 
there was no tim'J for measuring commutations into money. 

Pausanias stat JS, but I think quite erroneously, that the name of Aristei­
d.Ss was robbed :>fits due honour because he was the first person who lTcde 
tp&,JOII$ 'l'ois"E;v.71a'< (Pausan. viii. 52, 2). Neither the assessment nor the 
name of Aristeidi':s was otherwise than popular. 

Aristotle err ploys the name of Ariste1des as a symbol of unrivalled probity 
(Rhetoric. ii. :4, 2). 

1 Thucyd. i 95, 96. 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 
j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 





Themistokles a:1d Aristeides 359 
fragments of this disunited rae e, and overlaid for a time 
that exclusive bent towards petty and isolated autonomy which . 
ultimately made slaves of 'then all. It was a proceeding " 
equitable and prudent, in prin:iple as :well .. as, in_ detail ; 
promising at the time the most heneficent consequences-not 
merely protection against the Persians, but a standing police 
of the iEgean sea, regulated by a common superintending 
authority. And if such promise was not realised, we shall find 
that the inherent defects of the allies, indisposing them to the 
hearty appreciation and steady performance of their duties 
as equal confederates, are at least as much chargeable with the 
failure as the ambition of Athens. We may add, that in select­
ing Delos as a centre, the Ionic allies were conciliated by 
a renovation of the solemnities which their fathers, ·in the 
days of former freedom, had crowded to witness in that sacred 

..... , nd. 
1: · the time when this alliance •vas formed, the Persians still , 

tot only the important posts of Eion on the Strymon and · 

I
-us in Thrilc:e, but also several other posts in that,...... 
y 1 which are not specified to us. We may thus under­
vhy the Greek cities on and near the Chalkidic peninsula 
Ius, Stageirus, Akanthus, ~)kolus, Olynthus, Spartolus, 
~-hich we know to have joim d under the first assessment 
isteides, were not less anxious 2 to seek protection in the 
1 of the ne~ confederacy, than the Dorian islands of 
es and Kos, the Ionic islands of Samos and Chios, the 
: Lesbos and Tenedos, or continental towns such as 
1s and Byzantium : by all of whom adhesion to this 

mce must have been contemplated, in 477 or 476 n.c., as 
sole condition of emancipation from Persia. Nothing more 
required, for the success of a foreign enemy against Greece 

erally, than complete autonomy of every Grecian city, small 
; well as great-such as the Persi1n monarch prescribed and ~ 
ied to enforce ninety years aftef'vards, through the Lacedre­
tonian Antalkidas, in the pacification which bears· the name 
f the latter. Some sort of union, organised and obligatory 

upon each city, was iridispensaole t:) tne- safety of all. Indeed 
even with that aid, at the HmewneJlthe confederacy of Delos 

1 Herodot. vii. ro6. IJ1rapxo• lv .-fi ®p'l/t"?l ""l Toil 'Ell.ll.'l)<T?rOVTov 1rav"Ta xi!. 
Ohot J>v ,. &. v.- • s, of n l1< ®p'l/fi<'I/S 1<al .-oil 'Ell.li.'I/<T?rOVTov, 1rll.fw Tail l• 
Ll.opi<TI<rp, ~1rb 'Ell.ll.~vwv llcr.-epov Ta.VT'I/S Ti)s CT"Tpa"T'I/ll.a<rl'I/S l~?Jpl8'l)crav, &c. 

2 Thllcyd. v. r8. Tas oe 1roll.ets, .pepo{,oa.s "TOv .p6pov ;,-l.v ~""' 'Aptcr"TEfoov, 
a1Yrov6p.cvs <ivat •• , • El<Tl ~~ 'Ap-yt?..os. :i'TCt'Yftpos, ~ A1<av8os, ::5Twll.os, 
"Ol\.uv8os, l7r&.pT~l\O$, 
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was first formed, it was by no means certain the Asiatic enemy 
would be effectually kept out; especially as the Persians were 
strong not merely from their own force, but also from the aid 
o( i~terna~E_tie~ _ _i~l_ma~y _of the Grecian states--traitors 
Wlthm, as ':_~1~- ~s ~~1le_s ~~h~ut.. ) 

Among-·tnese tra1tors, tfie first 1n rank as well as the most 
formidable, was the Spartan Pausanias. Summoned home 
from Byzantium to Sparta, in order that the loud complaints 
against him might be examined, he had been acquitted 1 of the 
charges of wrong and oppression against individuals. Yet the 
presumptions of medism (or treacherous correspondence with 
the Persians) appeared so strong, that, though not found 
guilty, he was still not reappointed to the command. Such 
treatment seems to have only emboldened him in the prosecu­
tion of his designs against Greece; for which purpose he camP • 
out to Byzantium in a trireme belonging to Hermione, un 
pretence of aiding as a volunteer without any formal auth 
in the war. He there resumed his negotiations with Arta 
His great station and celebrity still gave him so strong • 
on men's opinions, that he appears to have established 
of mastery in Byzantium, from whence the Athenian~, 
recognised heads of the confederacy, were constrained t 
him by force. 2 And we may be sure that the terror exc 
his presence, as well as by his known designs, tended rna 
to accelerate the organisation of the confed<tracy under • 
He then retired to Kolonre in the Troad, where he cont 
for some time in the further prosecution of his schemes, 
to form a Persian party, despatching emissaries to distr 
Persian gold among various cities of Greece, and prob 
employing the name of Sparta to impede the formation of 
new confederacy : 3 until at length the Spartan authorith 

1 Cornelius Nepos states that he was fined (Pausanias, c. z), which i 
neither noticed by Thucydides, nor at all probable, looking at the subse 
quent circumstances connected with him. 

2 Thucyd. i. 130, 131. Kal lK 'Toil Bv(av.,-iov flier {nr' 'ABrwaiwv lK'IrG 

7uopJ<'1)6e(s, &c. : these words seem to impfy that he had acquired a stron1 
position in the town. 

3 It is to this time that I refer the mission of Arthmius of Zeleia (a1 
Asiatic town, between Mount Ida and the southern coast of the Propontis 
to gain over such Greeks as he could by means of Persian gold. In th 
course of his visit to Greece, Arthmius went to Athens: his purpose wa 
discovered, and he was compelled to flee ; while the Athenians, at th 
instance of Themistokles, passed an indignant decree, declaring hirn an• 
his race enemies of Athens, and of all the allies of Alhent-and proclaim 
ing that whoever should slay him would be guiltless ; because he ha• 
brought in Persian gold to bribe the Greeks. This decree was engraven 01 
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apprised of his proceedings, sent a herald out to him with 
peremptory orders that he should come home immediately 
along with the herald: if he disobeyed, "the Spartans 
would declare war against him," or constitute him a public 
enemy. 

As the execution of this threat would have frustrated all the 
ulterior schemes of Pausanias, he thought it prudent to obey; 
the rather, as he felt entire confidence of escaping all the 
charges against him at Sparta by the employment of bribes, 1 

the means for which were doubtless abundantly furnished to 
him through Artabazus. He accordingly returned along with 
the herald, and was, in the first moments of indignation, 
imprisoned by order of the Ephors-who, it seems, were 
legally competent to imprison him, even had he been king 
instead of regent. But he was soon let out, on his own requi­
sition and under a private arrangement with friends and 
partisans, to take his trial against all accusers.2 Even to stand 
forth as accuser against so powerful a man was a serious peril : 

a brazen column, and placed on record in the acropolis, where it stood near 
the great statue of Athene Promachos, even in the time of Demosthenes 
and his contemporary orators. See Demosthen. Philippic. iii, c. 9, p. 122, 
and De Fals. Legat. c. 76, p. 428; JEschyn. cont. Ktesiphont. ad fin . 

.. Harpokrat. v. "ATt~or-Deinarchus cont. Aristogeiton. sect. 25, 26. 
Plutarch (Themistokles, c. 6, and Aristeides, t. ii. p. 218) tells us that 

Themistokles proposeo this decree against Arthmi11s and caused it to be 
passed. But Plutarch refers it to the time when Xerxes was on the point 
of invading Greece. Now it appears to me that the incident cannot well 
belong to that point of time. Xerxes did not rely upon bribes, but upon 
other and different means, for conquering Greece : besides, the very tenor 
of the decree shows that it must have been passed after the formation of the 
confederacy of Delos-for it pronounces Arthmius to be an enemy of Athens 
and of all the allies of Athens. To a native of Zeleia it might be a serious 
penalty to be excluded and proscribed from all the cities in alliance with 
Athens ; many of them being on the coast of Asia. I know no point of 
time to which the mission of Arthmius can be so conveniently referred as 
this-when Pausanias and Artabazus were engaged in this very part of Asia, 
in contriving plots to get up a party in Greece. Pausanias was thus 
enraged for some years-before the banishment of Themistokles. 

Thucyd. i. IJI. '0 li€ /3ou?..o~<vos &s ~tctO''Ta li11'071''TOS <!vat Kal11'tlfT<Owv 
xpf)p.a.O't lita?..Oif<tll 'T~V Ota{3o?..~v U.v•xrf.p .. TO odJ'T<pOV is l71'cf.p'T1/V, . 

2 Thucyd. i. IJI. Kal ~r ~·v -r~v eipKT~V tO".,.{,.,. .. 'TO wpwTov 011'0 'TWV 
i¢&pwv- l'll'<t'Ta Ota11'pa~cf.p.<VDS 1!0'-r<pov i~i)?..9•, tcaltcaO!O''T1/IfiV eai!'TOV ls KpiO'tV 
'l'ols {3ou?..op.EVO<S 'lr<pl a.OTo>V l?..l'YX<W. 

The word 1ita7rpa.l;J.~<vos indicates first, that Pausllnias himself originated 
thr! efforts to get free,-next that he came to an underhand arrangement : 
very probably by a bribe, though the wont does not necessarily imply it. 
Tne Scholiast says so distinctly-xpfJ~aO't Kal ?..o-yots ota'lrpa~cf.p.<vos 1i71?..ov&Tt 
lit:~.tcpouO"cf.p.<vos -r~v KO.'T1J'Yoplav. Dr. Arnold .translates lita"Jrpa~cf.p.evos 
"having settled the business.'' 

N 2 
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to undertake the proof of specific matter of treason against him 
was yet more serious : nor does it appear that any Spartan 
ventured to do either. It was known that nothing short of the 
most manifest and invincible proof would be held to justify his 
condemnation, and amidst a long chain of acts carrying con­
viction when taken in the aggregate, there was no single 
treason sufficiently demonstrable for the purpose. Accordingly 
Pausanias remained not only at large but unaccused, still 
audaciously persisting both in his intrigues at home and his 
correspondence abroad with Artabazus. He ventured to assail 
the unshielded side of Sparta by opening n-egotiations with the 
Helots, and instigating them to revolt ; promising them both 
liberation and admission to political privilege; 1 with a view, 
first to destroy the board of Ephors and render himself despot 
in his own country-next, to acquire through Persian help the 
supremacy of Greece. Some of those Helots to whom he i 
addressed himself revealed the plot to the Ephors, who never- ' 
theless, in spite of such grave peril, did not choose to take 
measures against Pausanias upon no better information-so 
imposing was still his name and position. But though some 
few Helots might inform, probably many others both gladly 
heard the proposition and faithfully kept the secret: we shall 
find, by what happened a few years afterwards, that there were 
a large number of them who had their spears in readiness for 
revolt. Suspected as Pausanias was, yet b:f the fears of some 
and the connivance of others, he was allowed to bring his 
plans to the very brink of consummation; and his last letters 
to Artabazus,2 intimating that he was ready for action, and 
bespeaking immediate performance of the engagements con· 
certed between them, were actually in the hands of the 
messenger. Sparta was saved from an outbreak of the most 
formidable kind, not by the prudence of her authorities, but by 
a mere accident-or rather by the fact that Pausanias was not 
only a traitor to his country, but also base and cruel in his 
private relations. 

The messenger to whom these last letters were entrusted 
was a native of Argilus in Thrace, a favourite and faithful 
siave of Pausanias; once connected with him by that intimate 

1 Aristotel. Politic. iv. 13, 13; v. I, 5; v. 6, 2; Her6dot. v. 32. 
Aristotle calls Pausanias king, though he_ was only regent: the truth is, that 
he had all the power of a Spartan king, and seemingly more, if we compare 
his treatment with that of the Prokleid king Leotychid~s. 

z Thucyd. i. 132. b p.€>o.>o.wv -rO.s.T.•X•.v-ralas {3acn>o.ii ~?riCTTo>o.as 1rpos 
'Ap-r&./3a(ov Kop.••'iv, 4vhp ':Ap-yl>o.ws, &c. - · 
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1 relation which Grecian manners tolerated-and admitted even 

to the full confidence of his treasonable projects. It was by 
no means the intention of this Argilian to betray his master. 
But on receiving the letter to carry, he recollected with some 
uneasines> that none of the previous messengers had ever 
come back. Accordingly he broke the seal and read it, with 
the full view of carrying it forward to its destination if he found 
nothing inconsistent with his own personal safety: he had 
further taken the precaution to counterfeit his master's seal, so 
that he :ould easily re-close the letter. On reading it, he 
found hi> suspicions confirmed by an express injunction that 
the bearer was to be ·put to death-a discovery which left 
him no alternative except to deliver it to--the Ephors. But 
those magistrates, who had before disbelieved the Helot 
informen, still refused to believe even the confidential .slave 
with his master's autograph and seal, and with the full account 
besides, which doubtless he would communicate at the same 
time, of all that had previously passed in the Persian corre­
spondence, not omitting copies of those letters between 
Pausanias and Xerxes which I have already cited from 
Thucydides-for in no other way can they have become 
public. Partly from the suspicion which in antiquity always 
attached to the testimony of slaves, except when it was obtained 
under the pretended guarantee of torture-partly from the 
peril of dealing wirb so exalted a criminal-the Ephors would 
not be satisfied with any evidence less than his own speech 
and their own ears. They directed the Argilian slave to plant 
himself as a suppliant in the sacred precinct of Poseidon, near 
Cape Trenarus, under the shelter of a double tent or hut, 
behind which two of them concealed themselves. Apprised of 
this unexpected mark of alarm, Pausanias hastened to the 
temple, and demanded the reason : upon which the slave 
disclosed his knowledge of the contents of the letter, and 
complained bitterly that after long and faithful service-with a 
secrecy never once betrayed, throughout this dangerous corre­
spondence,-he was at length rewarded with nothing better 
than the same miserable fate which had befallen the previous 
messengers. Pausanias, admitting all these facts, tried to ap­
pease the slave's disquietude, and gave him a solemn assurance of 
safety if he would quit the sanctuary; urging him at the same 
time to proceed on the journey forthwith, in order that the 
schemes in progress might not be retarded. 

All this passed within the hearing of the concealed Ephors ; 
who at length, thoroughly satisfied, determined to arrest 
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Pausanias immediately on his return to Sparta. They me. 
him in the public street, not far from the temple of Athene 
Chalkirekus (or of the Brazen House). But as they camE 
near, either their menacing looks, or a significant nod from 
one of them, revealed to this guilty man their purpose. He 
fled for refuge to the temple, which was so near that he reached 
it before they could overtake him. He planted himself as a 
suppliant, far more hopeless than the Argilian slave whom he 
had so recently talked over at T::enarus, in a narrow roofed 
chamber belonging to the sacred building; where the Ephors, 
not warranted in touching him, took off the roof, built up the 
doors, and kept watch until he was on the point of death by 
starvation. According to a current story 1-not recognised by 
Thucydides, yet consistent with Spartan manners-his own 
mother was the person who placed the first stone to build u~ 
the door, in deep abhorrence of his treason. His last moment~ 
being carefully observed, he was brought away just in time tc 
expire without, and thus to avoid the desecration of the temple. 
The first impulse of the Ephors was to cast his body into thE 
ravine or hollow called the K::eadas, the usual place of punish· 
ment for criminals : probably his powerful friends averted thi~ 
disgrace, and he was buried not far off, until some time after· 
wards, under the mandate of the Delphian oracle, his body 
was exhumed and transported to the exact spot where he had 
died. However, the oracle, not satisfied ~ven with this re· 
interment, pronounced the whole proceeding to be a profanation 
of the sanctity of Athene, enjoining that two bodies should be 
presented to her as an atonement for the one carried away. 
In the very early days of Greece-or among the Carthaginians, 
even at this period-such an injunction would probably havE 
produced the slaughter of two human victims : on the presen1 
occasion, Athene, or Hikesius the tutelary god of suppliants, 
was supposed to be satisfied by two brazen statues ; not how­
ever without some attempts to make out that the expiatior 
was inadequate.2 

Thus perished a Greek who reached the pinnacle of renowr 
simply from the accidents of his lofty descent and of his bein~ 
general at Plat::ea, where it does not appear that he displayec 
any superior qualities. His treasonable projects implicatec 
and brought to disgrace a man far greater than himself-th( 
Athenian Themistokles. 

The chronology of this important period is not so full} 
1 Diodor. xi. 45; Cornel. Nepos, Pausan. c. 5; Poly:;en, viii. 51. 
2 Thucyd. i. 133, 134; Pausanias, iii. 17, 9· 
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known as to ~nable us to make out the precise dates of particular 
events. Bu·: we are obliged (in consequence of the subsequent 
incidents connected with Themistokles, whose flight to Persia 
is tolerably well marked as to date) to admit an interval of 
about nine years between the retirement of Pausanias from his 
command at Byzantium, and his death. To suppose so long 
an interval wgaged in treasonable correspondence, is perplex­
ing; and we can only explain it to ourselves very imperfectly 
by considering that the Spartans were habitually slow in their 
movements, and that the suspected regent may perhaps have 
communicated with partisans, real or expected, in many parts 
of Greece. Among those whom he sought to enlist as accom­
plice was Themistokles, still in great power-though, as it 
would seerr", in declining power-at Athens. The charge of 
collusion w:.th the Persians connects itself with the previous 
movement of political parties in that city. 

The rivalry of Themistokles and Aristeides had been greatly 
appeased by the invasion of Xerxes, which had· imposed upon 
both the peremptory necessity of co-operation against a common 
enemy. And apparently it was not resumed during the times 
which immediately succeeded the return of the Athenians to 
their country : at least we hear of both, in effective service 
and in prominent posts. Themistokles stands forward as the 
contriver of the city walls and architect of Peir:eus : Aristeides 
is· commander of tfle fleet, and first organiser ot the confederacy 
of Delos. Moreover we seem to detect a change in the 
character of the latter. He had ceased to be the champion of 
Athenian o:d-fashioned landed interest, against Themistokles as 
the originator of the maritime innovations. Those innovations 
had now, since the battle of Salamis, become an established 
fact; a fac: of overwhelming influence on the destinies and 
character, public as well as private, of the Athenians. During 
the expatri.:ttion at Salamis, every man, rich or poor, landed 
proprietor or artisan, had been for the time a seaman : and the 
anecdote of Kimon, who dedicated the bridle of his horse in 
the acropo1is as a token that he was about to pass from the 
cavalry to service on shipboard,! is a type of that change of 
feeling which must have been impressed more or less upon 
every rich man in Athens. From henceforward the fleet is 
endeared to every man as th~grnrrd-force;-offensive and· 
defensive, of the state, in which character all the political 
leaders agree in accepting It. We ought to add, at the same 
time, that this change was attended with no detriment either to 

! PluiarC"h, 'Kim~;,-~--S. 
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the hind-force or to the landed cultivation of Attica, both of whict. 
will be found to acquire extraordinary development during the 

/ interval between the Persian and Peloponnesian wars. Still 
the triremes, and the men who manned them taken collectively, 
were now the determining element in the state. Moreover the 
men who manned them had just returned from Salamis, fresh 
from a scene of trial and danger, and from a harvest of victory, 
which had equalised for the .moment all Athenians as sufferers, 
as combatants, and as patriots. r Such predominance of the 
maritime impulse, having ·become pronouncedlmmediately 
after the return ffom -salamis,- was further great! y strengthened 
by the constructio.n and fortification ·of the Peirreus-a new 
maritime Athens as 1arge as the old inland city-as well as by 
the unexpected formation of the confederacy at Delos, with all 
its untried prospects and stimtilat1ng duties.,--

The political change arising from hence,in Athens was not 
less important than the military. · "The . maritime· multitude, 
authors _of th.e victory of Salamis," 1 ,and instruments of the 
new vocation of Athens as head of the Delian confederacy, 
appear now' ascendant in the political constitution also ; not in 
any way as a separate or privileged class, but as leavening the 
\vhole mass, strengthening the democratical sentiment, and 
protesting against all recognised political inequalities. In fact 
during the. struggle at Salamis, the. whole city of Athens had 
been . nothing else than "a maritime ll!ultitude," among 
which the proprietors and chief men had been col')founded,. 
until, by the efforts of all, the common country had been 
reconquered. Nor was it likely that· this multitude, after a 
trying period of forced equality, during which political privilege 
had been effaced, would patiently acquiesce in the full restora-. 
tion of suchprivilege at home.· We see by the active political 
sentiment of the German people, after the great struggles of 
1813 and 1814, how much an energetic and successful military 

' efforf of the people ai: large, blended with endurance of serious 
hardship, tends to stimulate: the sense of political dignity and 
the demand for developed citizenship : · and if this be the 
tendency even among a people habitually passive on such 
subjects, much more was it to be expected in the Athenian 
population, who had· gone through a previous training of near 
thirty years under the democracy of Kleisthenes. At the time, 

1 Aristi>tel. Politic. v, 3, 5· Kal '71'al\w o vavTIIcos lixl\os, -yev&p.evos 
a1·nos 'TilS 'II"Epl ::!.al\ap.iva JI!K"l}S, Kal otlt TaV'T"l}S 'Tils TJ"Y<p.ov[as Kal lltlt 'T~JI/Ca'Til. 
8&7\atrcrav ll{wap.w, TtJI' O"IJf.'OICpar[av luxvporlpav bro["l}O"<v. 

'0 vali'TI/Cos lixll.os (Thucyd. viii. 72 andprssim). 
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when that constitution was first established,1 it was perhaps the 
most democratical in Greece. It had worked extremely well, 
and had diffused among the people a sentiment favourable to 
equal citizenship and unfriendly to avowed privilege : so that 
the impressions made by the struggle at Salamis found the 
popular mind prepared to receive them. 

Early after the return to Attica, the Kleisthenean constitu­
tion was enlarged as respects eligibility to the magistracy. 
According to that constitution, the fourth or last c!;:t~s on the 
Solonian census, including the considerable majority of the 
freemen were not admissible to offices of state, though they 
possessed votes in common with the rest : no person was 
eligible to be a magistrate unless he belonged to one of the 

~ three higher classes. This restriction was now annulled, and _, 
l_ eligibility extended to all the citizens. We may appreciate the 

' s~rength of feeling with which such reform was demanded, 
wh~ we find that it was proposed by Aristeides ; a man the 
reve se of what is called a demagogue, and a strenuous friend 
of ~ e Kleisthenean constitution. No political system would 
wm{k, after the Persian war, which formally excluded " the 
mabtime multitude" from holding magistracy. I rather 
im:h.gine (as has been stated in a preceding chapter) that 
ele'Ction of magistrates was still retained, and not exchanged 
for drawing lots until a certain time, though not a long time 
afterwards. Tha~which the public sentiment first demanded 
was the recognition of the equal and open principle; 'after 
a certain length of experience it was found that poor men, 
though legally qualified to be chosen, were in point of fact 
rarely chosen : then came the lot, 'to give them an equal 
chance with the rich. The principle of sortition or choice by 
lot, was never applied (as I have before remarked) to all offices 
at Athens-never for example to the Strategi or Generals~ 
whose functions were more grave and responsible than those 
of any other person in the service of the state, and who always 
continued to be elected by show of hands. 

In the new position into which Athens was now thrown; 
with so great an extension of w):lat may be termed her foreign 
relations, and with a confederacy which , imposed the necessity 
of distant military service, the functions of the Strategi 
naturally tended to become both more absorbing and com­
plicated; while the_ civi~ ad~in~s!rati9r;.. bec~e- q1o_r.e t:ouble~ l 
some if not more d1fficun;-rrom tne enlargement of the c1ty and -
the still greater enlargement of Peirreus-,:leadirtg to an increase 

I For the constitution ofKleisthenes, see ch. xxxi. of this History. 
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of town population, and especially to an increase of the metic~ 
or resident non-freemen. And it was probably about thi~ 
period, during the years immediately succeeding the battle ol 
Salamis-when the force of old habit and tradition had been 
partially enfeebled by so many stirring novelties,-that the 

·-Archons were withdrawn altogether from political and military 
duties, and confined to civil or judicial administration. At the 
battle of :Marathon, the Polemarch is a military commander, 
president of the ten Strategi: 1 we know him afterwards only 
as a civil magistrate, administering justice to the metics 01 

non-freemen, while the Strategi perform military duties without 
him : a change not unlike that which took place at Rome, 
when the Pr~tor was C!e_ate.d ,to .. undertake the judicial branch 
of the large originiilouties of the Consul. I conceive that this 
alteration, mC!icatlh~(as"il: does-a-d:iange in the character of the 
Archons generally, must have taken place at the time whicl­
we have now reached 2-a time when the Athenian establish 
ments on all sides required a more elaborate distributiqn o 
functionaries. The distribution of so many Athenian __ b_a~frd~ 
of functionaries, part to do duty in the city, anctpart in \th( 
Peii<CliS,canhbt have commenced until after this period, wl!jler. 
Peineus had been raised by Themistokles to the dignity\ o 
town, fortress, and state-harbour. Such boards were ~h( 
Astynomi and Agoranomi, who maintained the police of street~ 
and markets-the Metron_omi, who watched. over weights and 
measures-the Sitophylakes, who carried into effect variom 
state regulations-respecting the custody and sale of corn-with 
various others who acted not Jess in Peirreus than in the city.~ 
We may presume that each of these boards was originally 
created as the exigency appeared to call for it, at a period latex 
than that which we have now reached ; most of these duties of 
detail having been at first discharged by the Archons, and 
afterwards (when these latter became too full of occupation) 
confided to separate administrators. The special and important 
change which characterised the period immediately succeeding 

i the battle of Salamis, was, the more accurate line drawn 
· between the Archons and the Strategi ; assigning the foreign 
and military department entirely to the Strategi, and renderin§ 
the Archons purely civil magist_rates,-administrative as well a! 

l Herodot. vi. 109. 
2 Aristotel. IToX<rELwv Fragm. xlvii. ed. Neumann, Harpokration, v. 

noxlp.apxos; Pollux, viii. 91: compare Meier und Schomann, Der Attischf 
Prozess, ch. ii. p. 50 seqq. 

3 See Aristotel. IToX<rELwv Fragm. ii. v. xxiii. xxxviii. !. ed. Neumann; 
Schomann, Antiqq. Jur. Pub!. Grrec. c. xli. xlii. xliii. 

J 
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judicial: while the first creation of the separate boards above 
named was probably an ulterior enlargement, arising out of 
increase of population, power, and trade, between the Persian 
and Peloponnesian wars. It was by some such steps that 
the Athenian administration gradually attained that complete 
development which it exhibits in practice during the century 
from the Peloponnesian war downward, to which nearly all our 
positive and direct information relates. 

With this expansion both of democratical feeling and of 
military activity at Athens, Aristeides appears to have sympa­
thised. And the popularity thus ensured to him, probably 
heightened by some regret for his previous ostracism, was 
calculated to acquire permanence from his straightforward and 
incorruptible character, now brought into strong relief by his 
function as assessor to the new Delian confederacy. 

On the other hand, the ascendency of Themistokles, though 
so often exalted by his unrivalled political genius and daring, 
as well as by the signal value of his public recommendations, 
was as often overthrown by his duplicity of means and un­
principled thirst for money. New political opponents sprung 
up against him, men sympathising with Aristeides and far more 
violent in their antipathy than Aristeides himself. Of these 
the chief were Kimon (son of Miltiades) and Alkmreon: 
moreover it seems-tnal-ihe Lacedremonians, though full of 
esteem for Theltlistokles immediately after the battle of 
Salamis, had now become extremely hostile to him-a change 
which may be sufficiently explained from his stratagem respect­
ing the fortifications of Athens, and his subsequent ambitious 
projects in reference to the Peirreus. The Lacedcemonian 
influence, then not inconsiderable in Athens, was employed to 
second the political combinations against him.l He is said to 
have given offence by manifestations of personal vanity-by 
continual boasting of his great services to the state, and by the 
erection of a private chapel, close to his own house, in honour 
of Artemis Aristob1,Ile, or Artemis of admirable counsel ; just 
as Pausanias had irritated the Lacedremonians by inscribing 
his own single name on the Delphian tripod, and as the 
friends of Aristeides had displeased the Athenians by endless 
encomiums upon his justice.2 

But the main cause of his discredit was, the prostitution of 
his great influence for.ar?itrary and corrupt purposes. In the 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 16; Scholion 2, ad Aristophan. Equit. 84. 
2 Plutarch (Themistokles, c. 22 ; Kimon, c. 5-8 ; Aristeides, c. 25) ; 

Diodorus, xi. 54· 
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unsettled condition of so many different Grecian communities, 
recently emancipated from Persia, when there was past misrule 
to avenge, wrong-doers to be deposed and perhaps punished, 
exiles to be restored, and all the disturbance and suspicions 
accompanying so great a change of political condition as well 
as of foreign policy-the influence of the leading men at 
Athens must have been great in determining the treatment of 
particular individuals. Themistokles, placed at the head of an 
Athenian squadron and sailing among the islands, partly for 
the purposes of war against Persia, partly for organising the 
new confederacy-is affirmed to have accepted bribes without 
scruple, for executing sentences just and unjust-restoring 
some citizens, expelling others, and even putting some to 
death. We learn this from a friend and guest of Themistokles 
-the poet Timokreon of Ialysus in Rhodes, who had expected 
his own restoration from the Athenian commander, but found 
that it was thwarted by a bribe of three talents from his 
opponents ; so that he was still kept in exile on the charge of 
medism. The assertions of Timokreon, personally incensed on 
this ground against Themistokles, are doubtless to be con­
sidered as passionate and exaggerated : nevertheless they are 
a valuable memorial of the feelings of the time, and are far too 
much in harmony with the general character of this eminent 
man to allow of our disbelieving them entirely. Timokreon is 
as emphatic in his admiration of Aristeid& as in his censure 
of Themistokles, whom he denounces as "a lying and unjust 
traitor." 1 

Such conduct as that described by this new Archilochus, 
even making every allowance for exaggeration, must have 
caused Themistokles to be both hated and feared among the 
insular allies, whose opinion was now of considerable import-

. ance to the Athenians. A similar sentiment grew up partially 
against him in Athens itself, and appears to have been con­
nected with suspicions ·of treasonable inclinations towards the 
Persians. As the Persians could offer the highest bribes, a 
man open to corruption might naturally be suspected of inclin­
ations towards their cause ; and if Themistokles had rendered 
pre-eminent service against them, so !tlso had Pausanias, whose 
conduct had undergone so fatal a change for the worse. It was 
the treason of Pausanias-suspected and believed against him 
by the Athenians even when he was in. command at Byzantium, 
though not proved against him at Sparta until long afterwards­
,which first seems to have raised the presumption of medism 

1 Plutarch, Themist. c. 21. 
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against Themistokles also, when combined with the corrupt 
proceedings which stained his public conduct. We must 
recollect also, that Themistokles had given some colour to 
these presumptions even by the stratagems in reference to 
Xerxes, which wore a double-faced aspect, capable of being 
construed either in a Persian or in a Grecian sense. The 
Lacedcemonians, hostile to Themistokles since the time when 
he had outwitted them respecting the walls of Athens,-and 
fearing him also as a supposed accomplice of the suspected 
Pausanias-procured the charge of medimi to be preferred 
against him at Athens ; by secret instigations, and as it is said, 
by bribes to. his political opponents.! But no satisfactory 
proof could be furnished of the accusation, which Themistokles 
himself strenuously d~nied, not without emphatic appeals to his 
illustrious services. In spite of violent invectives against him 
from Alkmceon and Kimon, tempered indeed by a generous 
moderation on the part of Aristeides,2 his defence was success~ 
ful. He carried the people with him and was acquitted of the 
charge. Nor was he merely acquitted, but as might naturally 
be expected, a reactiontook place in his favour. His splendid 
qualities and exploits were brought impressively before the 
public mind, and he seemed for the time to acquire greater 
ascendency than ever.3 

1 This accusation of treason brought against Themistokles at Athens, 
prior to his ostracisna, and at the instigation of the Lacedremonians-is 
mentioned by Diodorus (xi. 54). Thucydides and Plutarch take notice 
only of the second accusation, after his ostra~ism. But Diodorus has made 
his narrative confused, by supposing the first accusation preferred at Athens 
to have come after the full detection of Pausanias and exposure of his 
correspondence ; whereas these latter events, coming after the first ac~usa. 
tion, supplied new proofs before unknown, and thus brought on the second, 
after Themistokles had been ostracised. But Diodorus has preserved to us 
the importa,nt notice of this first accusation at Athens, followed by trial, 
acquittal, and temporary glorification of Themistokles-and preceding his 
ostracism. 

The indictment stated by Plutarch to have been preferred against 
Themistokles by Le6botas son of Alkmreon, at the instance of the Spartans, 
probably relates to the first accusation at which Themistokles was acquitted .. 
For when Themi,;tokles was arraigned after the discovery of Pausanias, he 
did not choose to stay, nor was there any actual trial: it is not therefore 
jikely that the name of the accuser would be preserved-'0 lie l'Pal/Jdwvos 
a~TI>V 1rpolloulas A<w/3&T1/S ijv 'Alucp.alwvos, &,ua uvv<'lra<nwp.Evwv TOW 
~7rapT<aTwv {Plutarch, Themist. c. 23). 

Compare the secondScholion on Aristophan. Eqnit. 84, and Aristeid~s, 
Ora!. xlvi. ''i'1r£p TWJI T<TTrtpwv (vol. ii. p. 318, ed. Dindorf, p. 243, Jebb) .. 

2 Plutarch, Aristeid~s, c. 25. 
3 Diodor. xi. 54· TOT< p.h ibrltpv"}'• -r~v T'ls 1rpolloulas Kplu<v· o<b Kal 

-rq p.ev 1rpf.dTov p.eTa T~v a1rol\vo-.v p.E"}'as ijv 1rapa To'is 'A87)valow -iJ1'&.1rwv "}'ap 
a.ilrOv OtCX.</>Ep&v'TWS ol woi\'i'T~t· JJ.E 'T a a~ :ra v 'T a, ol p.~v, 1>o/3-qfUJJ"rEs aU-roil. 
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Such a charge, and such a failure, must have exasperated to 

the utmost the animosity between him and his chief opponents 
-Aristeides, Kimon, Alkmceon, and others; and we can 
hardly wonder that they were anxious to get rid of him by 
ostracism. In explaining this peculiar process, I have already 
stated, that it could never be raised against any one individual 
separately and ostensibly; and that it could never be brought 
into operation at all, unless its necessity were made clear, not 
merely to violent party men, but also to the assembled senate 
and people, including of course a considerable proportion of 
the more moderate citizens. We may reasonably conceive 
that the conjuncture was deemed by many dispassionate 

, Athenians well-suited for the tutelary intervention of ostracism, 
· the express benefit of which consisted in its separating political 

opponents when the antipathy between them threatened to 
push one or the other into extra-constitutional proceedings­
especially when one of those parties was Themistokles, a man 
alike vast in his abilities and unscrupulous in his morality. 
Probably also there were not a few who wished to revenge the 
previous ostracism of Aristeides : and lastly, the friends of 
Themistokles himself, elate with his acquittal and his seeming 
augmented popularity, might indulge hopes that the vote of 
ostracism would turn out in his favour, and remove one or 
other of his chief political opponents. From all these circum­
stances we learn without astonishment, that !1. vote of ostracism 
was soon after resorted to. It ended in the temporary 
banishment of Themistokles. 

He retired into exile, and was residing at Argos, whither he 
carried a considerable property, yet occasionally visiting other 
parts of Peloponnesus 1-when the exposure and death of 
·r1w 01r<p/3oil.~v, o[ oe, cpOovfJrrawres 'Tj) 1io~p. 'TWV p.ev Efl<p")'E<TtWV. E'lreil.rf.Oov'To, 
'T~V oe lrrxlw 1<al 'TO cJ>pOV'T/p.a 'Ta'lrE<Vouv lrr1revoov. 

1 Thucyd. i. 137. ij.\Oe ")'4p aime firr.,..pov l" 'TE 'A011vwv 1rapa. .,.&;v <f>lil.wv, 
!Cal E~"Ap")'OVS a V'lrE~f/CEt'TO, &c. 

I follow Mr. Fynes Clinton in considering the year 471 B.c. to be the 
date of the ostracism of Themistokles. It may probably be so; there is 
no evidence positively to contradict it : but I think Mr. Clinton states it 
too confidently, as he admits that Diodorus includes, in the chapters which 
he devotes to one archon, events which must have happened in several 
different years (see Fast. Hellen. B.C. 471). 

After the expedition under the command of Pausanias in 478 B.C., we 
have no one date at once certain and accurate, until we come to the death 
of Xerxes, where Diodorus is confirmed by the Canon of the Persian kings, 
B.C. 465. This last event determines by close approximation and inference, 
the flight of Themistokles, the siege of N axos, and the death of Pausanias: 
for the other events of this period, we are reduced to a more vague 
approximation, and can ascertain little beyond their order of succession. 
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Pausanias, together with the discovery of his correspondence, 
took place at Sparta. Among this correspondence were found 
proofs, which Thucydides seems to have considered as real and 
sufficient, of the privity of Themistokles. By Ephorus and 
others, he is admitted to have been solicited by Pausanias, 
and to have known his plans-but to have kept them secret 
while refusing to co-operate in them.l Probably after his exile 
he took a more decided share in them than before ; being 
well-phced for that purpose at Argos, a city not only un­
friendly to Sparta, but strongly believed to have been in 
collusion with Xerxes at his invasion of Greece. On this 
occasion the Lacedaomonians sent to Athens publicly to prefer 
a formal charge of treason against him, and to urge the 
necessity of trying him as a Pan-Hellenic criminal before the 
synod of the allies assembled at Sparta.2 

Whether this latter request would have been granted or 
whether Themistokles would have been tried at Athens, we 
cannot tell : for no sooner was he apprised that joint envoys 
from Sparta and Athens had been despatched to arrest him, 
than he fled forthwith from Argos to Korkyra. The in­
habitants of that island, though owing gratitude to him and 
favourably disposed, could not venture to protect him against 
the two most powerful states in Greece, but sent him to the 
neighbouring continent. Here however, being still tracked 
and followed by tlte envoys, he was obliged to seek protection 
from a man whom he had formerly thwarted in a demand at 
Athens, and who had become his personal enemy-Admetus 
king of the Molossians. Fortunately for him, at the moment 
when he arrived, Admetus was not at home; and Themistokles, 
becoming a suppliant to his wife, conciliated her sympathy so 
entirely, that she placed her child in his arms and planted 
him at the hearth in the full solemnity of supplication to soften 
her husband. As soon as Admetus returned, Themistokles 
revealed his name, his pursuers, and his danger-entreating 
protection as a helpless suppliant in the last extremity. He 
appealed to the generosity of the Epirotic prince not to take 
revenge on a man now defenceless, for offence given under 
such very different circumstances ; and for an offence too, 
after all, not of capital moment, while the protection now 
entreated was to the suppliant a matter of life or death. 
Admetus raised him up from the hearth with the child in his 

1 Thucyd. i. 135; Ephorus ap. Plutarch. de Malign. Herodoti, c. 5, 
p. 855; Diodor. xi 54; Plutarch, Themist. c. 23. 

2 Diodor. xi. 55· 
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arms-an evidence that he accepted the appeal and engaged 
to protect him; refusing to give him up to the envoys, and at 
last only sending him away on the expression of his own wish 
to visit the King of Persia. Two Macedonian guides conducted 
him across the mountains to Pydna in the Thermaic gulf, 
where he found a merchant-ship about to set sail for the coast of 
Asia Minor, and took a passage on board; neither the master 
nor the crew knowing his name. An untoward storm drove 
the vessel to the island of Naxos, at that moment besieged by 
an Athenian armament. Had he been forced to land there, 
he would of course have been recognised and seized, but his 
wonted subtlety did not desert him. Having communicated 
both his name and the peril which awaited him, he conjured 
the master of the ship to assist in saving him, and not to 
suffer any one of the crew to land ; menacing that if by any 
accident )le were discovered, he would bring the master to 
ruin along with himself, by representing him as an accomplice 
induced by money to facilitate the escape of Themistokles : 
on the other hand, in case of safety, he promised a large 
reward. Such promises and threats weighed with the master, 
who controlled his crew, and forced them to beat about during 
a day and a night off the coast without seeking to land. After 
that dangerous interval, the storm abated and the ship reached 
Ephesus in safety.1 

Thus did Themistokles, after a series of ~erils, find himself 
safe on the Persian side of the .!Egean. At Athens he was 
proclaimed a traitor, and his property confiscated : nevertheless 
(as it frequently happened in cases of confiscation), his friends 
secreted a considerable sum, and sent it over to him in Asia, 
together with the money which he had left at Argos ; so that 
he was thus enabled liberally to reward the ship-captain who 
had preserved him. With all this deduction, the property 
which he possessed of a character not susceptible of conceal­
ment, and which was therefore actually seized, was found to 
amount to eighty talents, according to Theophrastus-to roo 
talents, according to Theopompus. In contrast with this large 
sum, it is melancholy to learn that he had begun his political 

1 Thucyd, i. 137. Cornelius Nepos (Themist. c. 8) for the most part 
follows Thucydides, and professes to do so ; yet he is not very accurate, 
especially about the relations between Themistokles and Admetus. 
Diodorus (xi. 56) seerns to follow chiefly other guides, as Plutarch does 
also to a great extent (Themist. c. 24-26). There were evidently 
different accounts of his voyage, which represented him as reaching, net 
Ephesus, but the .IEolic Kyme. Diodotus does not notice his voyage by 
sea, , 
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career with a property not greater than three talents. I The 
poverty of Aristeides at the end of his life presents an 
impressive contrast to the enrichment of his rival. 

The escape of Themistokles, and his adventures in Persia, 
appear to have formed a favourite theme for the fancy and 
exaggeration of authors a century afterwards. \Ve have thus 
many anecdotes which contradict either directly or by implica­
tion the simple narrative of Thucydides. Thus we are told 
that at the moment when he was running away from the 
Greeks, the Persian king also had proclaimed a reward of 2 oo 
talents for his head, and that some Greeks on the coast of Asia 
were watching to take him for this reward : that he was forced 
to conceal himself strictly near the coast, until'means were 
found to send him up to Susa, in a closed litter, under pre­
tence that it was a woman for the king's harem : that Man­
dane, sister of Xerxes, insisted upon having him delivered up· 
to her as an expiation for the loss of her son at the battle 
of Salamis : that he learnt Persian so well, and discoursed in it 
so eloquently, as to procure for himself an acquittal from the. 
Persian judges, when put upon his trial through the impor­
tunity of Mandane : that the officers of the king's household 
at Susa, and the satraps in his way back, threatened him with 
still further perils : that he was admitted to see the king in­
person, after having received a lecture from the chamberlain 
on the indispens~le duty of falling down before him to do, 
homage, &c., with several other uncertified details, 2 which. 
make us value more highly the narrative of Thucydides. 
Indeed Ephorus, Deino, Kleitarchus, and Herakleides, from 
whom these anecdotes appear mostly to be derived, even 
affirmed that ThemistokJes had found Xerxes himself alive 
and seen him ; whereas Thucydides and Charon, the two 
contemporary authors (for the former is nearly contemporary), 
asserted that he had found Xerxes recently dead, and his son 
Artaxerxes on the throne. 

According to Thucydides, the eminent exile does not seem 
to have been exposed to the least danger in Persia. He pre­
sented himself as a deserter from Greece, and was accepted as 
such : moreover-what is more strange, though it seems true 
-he was received as an actual benefactor of the Persian king, 
and a sufferer from the Greeks on account of such dispositions 
-in consequence of his communications made to Xerxes 

1 Plutarch, Themis.t. c. 25; also Kritias ap. 1Elian. V. H. x. 17 ; com-
pare Herodot.. viii. 12. . · _ 

2 Diodor. XI. s6 ; Plutarch, Themtst. c. 24-30. 
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respecting the intended retreat of the Greeks from Salamis, 
and respecting the contemplated destruction of the Hellespon­
tine bridge. He was conducted by some Persians on the coast 
up to Susa, where he addressed a letter to the king couched in 
the following terms, such as probably no modern European 
king would tolerate except from a quaker:-" I Themistokles, 
am come to thee, having done to thy house more mischief 
than any other Greek, as long as I was compelled in my own 
defence to resist the attack of thy father-but having also done 
him yet greater good, when I could do so with safety to myself, 
and when his retreat was endangered. Reward is yet owing to 
me for my pa~t service : moreover, I am now here, chased away 
by the Greeks in consequence of my attachment to thee, 1 but 
able still to serve thee with great effect. I wish to wait a year, 
and then to come before thee in person to explain my views." 

Whether the Persian interpreters, who read this letter to 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, exactly rendered its brief and direct 
expression, we cannot say. But it made a strong impression 
upon him, combined with the previous reputation of the writer 
-and he willingly granted the prayer for delay : though we 
shall n·ot reaaify believe that he was so transported as to show 
his joy by immediate sacrifice to the gods, by an unusual 
measure of convivial indulgence, and by crying out thrice in 
his sleep, "I have got Themistokles the Athenian "-as some 
Qf Plutarch's authors informed him. 2 In tthe course of the 
year granted, Themistokles had learned so much of the 
Persian language and customs as to be able to communicate 
personally with the king, and acquire his confidence. No 
Greek (says Thucydides) had ever before attained such a 
<:ommanding influence and position at the Persian court. 
His ingenuity was now displayed in laying out schemes for the 
subjugation of Greece to Persia, which were evidently captivat­
ing to the monarch, who rewarded him with a Persian wife and 
large presents, sending him down to Magnesia on the Mreander 
not far from the coast of Ionia. The revenues of the district 
round that town, amounting to the large sum of fifty talents 
yearly, were assigned to him for bread : those of the neigh­
bouring sea-port of Myus, for articles of condiment to his 

1 '' Proditionem ultro £mputabant (says Tacitus, Hist. ii. 6o, respecting 
1'aullinus and Proculus, the generals of the army of Otho, when they 
-surrendered to Vitellius after the defeat at Bebriacum), spatium longi ante 
pra>lium itineris, fatigationem Othonianorum, permixtum vehiculis agmen, 
.ac pleraque (ortu£ta fraud£ sua: assignantes.-Et Vitellius credidit de 
perfidiil, et fraudem absolvit." 

2 Plutarch, Themist. c. 28, 
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bread, which was always accounted the main nourishment : 
those of Lampsakus on the Hellespont, for wine.1 Not 
knowing the amount of these two latter items, we cannot 
determine how much revenue Themistokles received alto­
gether; but there can be no doubt, judging from the revenues 
of Magnesia alone, that he was a great pecuniary gainer by his 
change of country. After having visited various parts of Asia,2 

he lived for a certain time at Magnesia, in which place his 
family joined him from Athens. 

How long his residence at Magnesia lasted, we do not know, 
but seemingly long enough to acquire local estimation and 
leave mementos behind him. He at length died of sickness, 
when sixty-five years old, without having taken any step 
towards the accomplishment of those victorious campaigns 
which he had promised to Artaxerxes. That sickness was the 
real cause of his death, we may believe on the distinct state­
ment of Thucydides ; s who at the same time notices a rumour 

1 Thucyd. i. 138; Diodor. xi. 57· Besides the three above-named 
places, NeantMs and Phanias describe the grant as being still fuller and 
more specific : they state that Perki\te was granted to Themistokles for 
bedding, and Palreskepsis for clothing (Plutarch, Themist. c. 29; Athenreus, 
i. P· 29). 

This seems to have been a frequent form of grants from the Persian and 
Egyptian kings, to their queens, relatives, or friends-a grant nominally to 
supply some particular want or taste : see Dr. Arnold's note on the p9.ssage 
of Thucydides. I doubt his statement however about the land·tax or rent; 
I do not think that it was a tenth or a fifth of the produce of the soil in 
these districts which was granted to Themistokles, but the portion of regal 
revenue or tribute levied in them. The Persian kings did not take the 
trouble to assess and collect the tribute: they probably left that to the 
inhabitants themselves, provided the sum total were duly paid. 

2 Plutarch, Themistokles, c. 3!. 7rl\avw!J.evos 1r•pl .. ~, 'A<riav: this 
statement seems probable enough, though Plutarch rejects it. 

3 Thucyd. i. 138. No<r~rras o£ Tell.wTij 'TOJI {Jiov· ll.l-yov<Tt liE T<VES Kal 
EKoiN:nov cpapp..cl.~trp &:rro8a.ve7v a.VTOv, &.3bvaTo.v vop.ltia.v'Ta elva' E1nTE'AI(fa.l 
{Ja<rtll.ei &. f11rE<T')(ETO. 

This current story, as old as Aristophan~s (Equit. 83, compare the 
Scholia), alleged that Themistokles had poisoned himself by drinking hull's 
blood (see Diodor. xi. 58). Diodorus assigns to this act of taking poison 
a still more sublime and patriotic character, by connecting it with a design 
on the part of Themistokles to restrain the Persian king from warring 
against Greece. 

Plutarch (Themist. c. 31, and Kimon, c. 18) and Diodorus both state as 
an unquestionable fact, that Themistokl€s died by poisoning himself; 
omitting even to notice the statement of Thucydides that he died of 
disease. Cornelius Nepos (Themist. c. 10) follows Thucydides. Cicero 
(Brutus, c. II) refers the story of the suicide by poison to Clitarchus and 
Stratokles, recognising it as contrary to Thucydid€s. He put; into the 
mouth of his fellow dialogist Atticus a just rebuke of the facility with 
which historical truth was sacrificed to rhetorical purpose. 
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partially current in his own time, of poison voluntarily taken, 
from painful consciousness on the part of Themistokles him­
self that the promises made could never be performed-a 
further proof of the general tendency to surround the last years 
of this distinguished man with impressive adventures, and to 
dignify his last moments with a revived feeling not unworthy of 
his earlier patriotism. The report} may possibly have been 
designedly circulated by his friends and relatives, in order to 
conciliate some tenderness towards his memory ; since his sons 
still continued citizens at Athens, and his daughters were 
married l:here. These friends further stated that they had 
brought back his bones to Attica at his own express command, 
and buried them privately without the knowledge of the 
Athenians ; no condemned traitor being permitted to be buried 
in Attic soil. If however we even suppose that this statement 
was true, no one could point out with certainty the spot wherein 
such interment had taken place. Nor does it seem, when we 
mark the cautious expressions of Thucydides,1 that he him­
self was satisfied of the fact. Moreover we may affirm with 
confidence that the inhabitants of Magnesia, when they showed 
the splendid sepulchral monument erected in honour of 
Themistokles in their own market-place, were persuaded that 
his bones were really enclosed within it. 

Aristeides died about three or .four years after the ostracism 
of Themistokles ; 2 but respecting the plac~ and manner of his 
death, there were several contradictions among the authors 
whom Plutarch had before him. Some affirmed that he 
perished on foreign service in the Euxine sea ; others, that he 
died at home, amidst the universal esteem and grief of his 
fellow-citizens. A third story, confined to the single statement 

1 Thucyd. i. 138. -rd. 0~ o<T-ra cpa.<TI 1<0p.I<T81;va.l a.v-rov ol 1rpo<T{]­
f<OV"l"ES otH:a.oe H:e}..ev<ra.v-ros ~H:elvov, 1<a.l -re8~va.1 ~<pvcpa. 'A871va.lwv 
EV -rjj 'A-r-r<1<jj· ov ')lttp ~~Y;v 8cl1r-rew, &s brl 1rpooo<rl<t cpev-yov-ros. 

Cornelius Nepos, who here copies Thucydides, gives this statement by 
mistake, as if Thucydides had himself affirmed it: "Idem (sc. Thucydides) 
{)SSa ejus dam in Attic!t ab amicis sepulta, quoniam legibus non concedere­
tur, quod proditionis esset damnatus, memorire prodidit." This shows the 
haste or inaccuracy with which these secondary authors so often cite : 
"Thucydides is certainly not a witness for the fact : if anything, he may be 
said to count somewhat against it. 

Plutarch (Themist. c. 32) shows that the burial-place of Themistokles, 
,;upposed to be in Attica, was yet never verified before his time: the guides 
of Pausanias, however, in the succeeding century, had become more con­
fident (Pausanias, i. I, 3). 

2 Respecting the probity of Aristeides, see an interesting fragment of 
Eupolis the comic writer (Af;p.o•, Fragm. iv. p. 457, ed. Meineke), 
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of Kraterus, and strenuously rejected by Plutarch, represents 
Aristeides as having been falsely accused before the Athenian 
judicature and condemned to a fine of fifty mime, on the 
allegation of having taken bribes during the assessment of 
the tribute upon the allies-which fine he was unable to pay, 
and was therefore obliged to retire to Ionia, where he died. 
Dismissing this last story, we find nothing certain about his 
death except one fact-but that fact at the same time the most 
honourable of all-that he died very poor. It is even asserted 
that he did not leave enough to pay funeral expenses-that a 
sepulchre was provided for him at Phalerum at the public cost, 
besides a handsome donation to his son Lysimachus and a 
dowry to each of his two daughters. In the two or three 
ensuing generations, however, his descendants still continued 
poor, and even at that remote day some of them received aid 
out of the public purse, from the recollection of their incor­
ruptible ances~or. Near a century and a half afterwards, a poor 
man named Lysimachus, descendant of the Just Aristeides, 
was to be seen at Athens near the chapel of Iacchus, carrying 
a mysterious tablet, and obtaining his scanty fee of two oboli 
for interpreting the dreams of the passers-by: Demetrius the 
Phalerean procured from the people, for the mother and aunt 
of this poor man, a small daily allowance.1 On all these points 
the contrast is marked when we compare Aristeides with 
Themistokles. Tba! latter, having distinguished himself by 
ostentatious cost at Olympia, and by a choregic victory at 
Athens, with little scruple as to the means of acquisition­
ended his life at Magnesia in dishonourable affluence greater 
than ever, and left an enriched posterity both at that place and 
at Athens. More than five centuries afterwards, his descendant 
the Athenian Themistokles attended the lectures of the philo-, 
sopher Ammonius at Athens, as the comrade and friend of 
Plutarch himself.2 

1 Plutarch, Arist. c. 26, 27; Cornelius Nepos, Arist. c. 3: compare 
Aristophan. Vesp. 53· 

2 Plutarch, Thernist. c. 5-32. 
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CHAPTER XLV 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFEDERACY UNDER ATHENS AS 

HEAD-FIRST FORMATION AND RAPID EXPANSION OF THE 
ATHENIAN E~!PIRE 

I 

I HAVE already recounted, in the preceding chapter, how th'El 
lm.siatic Greeks, breaking loose from the Spartan Pausanias, 

~ entreated Athens to organise a new confederacy, and to act as 
r./ presiding city (V orort )--;-and how this confederacy, framed not 
~only for common and pressing o5Ject5;"out alSo on principles of 

1\ equal rights and constant control on the part of the members, 
, . attracted soon the spontaneous adhesion of a large proportion 
,j' of ~reeks, .~nsular ?r mll:ri~ime, near the JEgean sea. I also 
.J'llOttced- thts event as gtvmg commencement to a new a!ra 

,II' ,in Grecian politics. For whereas there had been before a 
'v~ tendency, not very powerful, yet on the whole steady and 

)f."i'ncreasing, towards something like one Pan-Hellenic league 
• Y;nder Sparta as president-from henceforward that tendency 
(' ~isappears, and a bifurcation begins: -Athens and Sparta divide 

the Grecian wor1d 'Detweei:i-them, and bring a much larger 
number of its members into co-operation, eith1r with one or the 
other, than had ever been so arranged befoPe. / 

Thucydides marks precisely, as far as general words can go, 
the character of the new confederacy during the first years 
after its commencement. But unhappily he gives us scarcely 

, any particular facts ; and in the absence of such controlling 
~ol"evidence, a habit has grown up of describing loosely the entire 
,_.,period between 477 B.C. and 405 B.C. (the latter date is that 

~
.P.>of the battle of JEgospotami) as constituting " the Athenian 

lmpire." This word denotes correctly enough the last part, 
~ erhaps the last forty years, of the seventy-two years indicated; 

ut it is misleading when applied to the first part: nor indeed 
an any single word be found which faithfully characterises as 

Ill' well the one part as the other. 1A great and serious change had 
'Cr" _.taken place, and we disguise the fact of that change if we talk 
;."of the Athenian hegemony or headship as a portion of the 
" Athenian empire. Thucydides carefully __ distinguishes the two, 

.-\}l'sP,eaking of the Spartans as having lost, and of the Athenians 
·1l'as having acquired, not empire, but headship or hegemony.f' 

~ 1 Thucyd~ i: 94· i~nroA.•6piC'I/cTa.v (Bv(&vTwv} ~~~ Tji8e 'TV n•te/avlf!, 
i. e. under the Spartan hegemony, before the Athenians were invited to 
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The transition frol!l the Athen§_~hegemopy ~o tlle Athenian~­

empire 'vas- doubtless gr_adual,_ sQthat_~<?_l!~uld determine/ 
assume the hegemony: compare 1ry71<Td}lfVOI, i. 77, and H~ viii. 2, 3· 
Next we have (i. 95) rf>o!'TWV'TES n (the Ionians, &c.) 1rp~s 'TOVs 'A871valous ~ 
1}~iouv ab'Tovs f}-yep.&vas urpwv -yevluBa• Ka'Ta "~ ~unevls. Again, when~ 
the Spartans send out Dorkis in place of Pausanias, the allies "'"""' 
trpieuav "~" -i)-yep.ovlav. Then, as to the ensuing proceedings of the 
Athenians (·i. 96)-1rapall.a,8&vns 8f oi'AB71va'io• "~" -i)-yep.ovlav 'Tovnp 'TtP 
'Tp&rr'l' ~"'&"""'" ,c;,, ~vp.p.dX"'" lila "~ IIauuaviou p.'iuos, &c.: compare i. 75 
-f}p.'iv Of 7rpoue71.8ov'Twv 'TWv ~upp.J.x.,v Kal au'Twv lie710fv'ToW f}-yep&vas 
Ka'Tau.,-i)va•, and vi. 76. 

Then the transition from the f}-yep.ovia to the apxfi (i. 97)->j-yovp.evo• o~ 
ab'TOPOfLOJJI 'TO 7rpW'TOV -rwv ~vp.p.cf.XOJV Kal arro KOIVWV {uvoowv ,8ovll.eu6Y'TOJV, 
-roucf.li• t1rijll.8ov 7roll.€p.'f' -re Kal li•ax••pluEI frpa-yp.J..,-.,v p.era~v Tovoe 'Tov I' 
7r0AffJ.OV Kal 'TOV M7101Kov. 

Thucydides then goes on to say that he shall notice these "many strides/) 
in advance "-which Athens made, starting from her original hegemony, so , •• -
as to show in what manner the Athenian empire or apx~ was originally 
formed-/1p.a Of Kal -ri)s apx1ls UrrOOEl~IV lx·· -ri)s TWV 'A871PO:lwv, tv o1'1' 
-rp07r'f' KO:Tf<T'T'TI· The same transition from the ,j-yep.ovla to the apx-h is 
described in the oration of the Athenian envoy at Sparta,_shortly before 
the Peloponnesian war (i. 75): butasit was· rather ihe interest of the 
Athenian orator to confound the difference between f}-yep.ovia and apxfJ, so 
after he has clearly stated what the relation of Athens to her allies had 
been at first, and how it afterwards became totally changed, Thucydides 
makes him slur over the distinction, and say-ov'TOJS ouo' f}p.e'is 8avp.au-r~v 
OVOEJI 7rETrOtfJKO:f<EII •••• ; apx-flv 'TE litliop.EII71V llle~dp.eBa l<al 'TO:V'T'TIV' 
p.~ avelp.ev, &c. ; and he then proceeds to defend the title of Athens to 
command on the ground of superior force and worth : which last plea is 
advanced a few years ~terwards still more nakedly and offensively by the 
Athenian speakers. Read also the language of the Athenian Euphemus at 
Kamarina (vi. 82), where a similar confusion appears, as being suitable to 
the argument. 

It is to be recollected that the word hegemony or headship is extremely 
general, denoting any case of following a leader, and of obedience, how­
ever temporary, qualified, or indeed little more than honorary. Thus it is 
used by the Thebans to express their relation towards the Bceotian con­
federated towns (fJ-yep.o~eveu8at iJ.p' f}p.wv, Thucyd. iii. 61, where Dr. Arnold 
draws attention to the distinction between 'that verb and lfpxftv, and holds 
language respecting the Athenian apx-h, more precise than his language in 
the note ad Thucyd. i. 94), and by the Corinthians to express their claims 
as metropolis of Korkyra, which were really little more than honorary-trrl 
-r<fi TJ')'EJl-OVES 'TE dva• Kal -ril ell«i-ra 8avp.cf.(fu8at (Thucyd. i. 38): compare 
vii. 55· Indeed it sometimes means simply a guide (iii. 98; vii. 50). 

But the words apx-h, lipx••v, lfpxeu8a•, voc. paso,, are more specific in 
their application, and imply both superior dignity and coercive authority 
to a greater or less extent: compare Thucyd. v. 69; ii. 8, &c. The rr&ll.ts 
lt.pxrw txoutra is analogous to O.v~p -rvpavvos (vi. 85). 

Herodotus is less careful in distinguishing the meanings of these words 
than Thucydides : see the discussion of the Lacedremonian and Athenian 
envoys with Gelo (vii. 155-162). But it is to be observed that he makes 
Gelo ask for the TJ')'EJl-ovla and not for the apxfi-putting the claim in the 
least offensive form: compare also the claim of the Argeians for 1}-yfp.ovia. 
(vii. 148). 
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. • precisely where the former ends and the latter begins : but it 

had 'been consummated before the thirty years' truce, which 
,1-'\ was concluded fourteen years before the Peloponnesian war-

Jand it was in fact the substantial cause of that war. Empire 
..t J:hen came to be held by Athens-partly as a fact established, 
•'(resting on acquiescence rather than attacnment or consent on 
~the minds of the subjects-partly as a corollary from necessity 
~ "Qf. union combined with her superiorfillce_:_ while this latter 

IJI)bint, superiority of force as a legitimate title, stood more and 
~ more forward both in the language of her speakers and in the . 
1\ ~onceptions of her citizens. Nay, the Athenian. orators of the 
~iddle of the Peloponnesian war venture -to affirm that their 
~ empire had been of this same character ever siBce the repulse 

of the Persians : an inaccuracy so manifest, that if we could ' 
suppose the speech made by the Atheni~n Euphemus at 

'\ Kamarina in 415 B:C· to have been heard byThemistokles or 1 

\ Aristeides fifty years before, it would have been alike offensive 
to the prudence of the one and to the justice of the other. 

The imperial condition of Athens, that which she held at the 
,bt;ginning of the Peloponnesian war, when her allies (except 

hios and Lesbos) were tributary subjects, and when the 
;Jtgean sea was an Athenian lake, -was of course the period of 
her greatest splendour and greatest action upon the Grecian 

(.r'world. It was also the period most impressive to historians, 
,1'\ ~rators, and philosophers-suggesting the -idea of some one 
· ~te exercising dominion over the JEgean, as the natural 
, condition of Greece, sq that if Athens lost such dominion, it 
~would be _transferred to Sparta-holding out the dispersed 

~ maritime Greeks as a tempting prize for the aggressive schemes 
"" of some new conqueror-and even bringing up by association 
;"'? i);to men's fancies the mythical Minos of Krete, and others, 
"Vas having been rulers of the JEgean in times anterior to 
;;._.,Athens. 

Even those who lived under the full-grown Athenian empire 
had before them no good accounts of the incidents between 
jl-79-450 B.C. For we may gather from the intimation of 
lfhucydides, as well as from his barrenness of facts, that while 
there were chroniclers both for the Persian invasion and for · 
the times before it, no one cared for the times immediately 
succeeding.1 Hence, the little light which has fallen upon this 

1 Thucyd. i. 97. ..-ois 1rpb lpov ll.?raO'!V tKA!1rEs 'rOV'TO i)v 'Tb xwplov, Kal 1) 
.,.o_ 1rpo .,.c;,v M,.,a,Kwv ~vv • .,.co.uav 1) au.,.d. .,.t,. M,.,a,K&· .,.otJ.,.wv a€ ~u"•P Ka l 
~ 1/1 a; 'T 0 lv 'T~ , AT'T!Kp l;vyypa<J>fi 'El\.7\.rtVli<OS, /3paxfws 'TE Kal 'To is xp6vo!S 
ouK aKp•f3ws t17r.,.v~uo1j. 
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blank has all been borrowed (if we except the careful Thu­
cydides) from a subsequent age; and the Athenian hegemony 
has been treated as a mere commencement of the Athenian 
empire. Credit has been given to Athens for a long-sighted 
ambition, aiming from the Persian war downwards at results, 
which perhaps Themistokles 1 may have partially divined, but 
which only time and successive accidents opened even to 
distant view. But such systematic anticipation of subsequent 
results is fatal to any correct understanding, either of the real 
agents or of the real period ; both of which are to be explained 
from the circumstances prec~g and actually present, with 
some help, though cautious and sparing, from our acquaintance ~ 
with that which was then an unknown future. When Aris-~ 
teides and Kim on dismissed the Laced~monian admiral Dorkis, .. . J 
and drove Pausanias away from Byzantium on his second 'V? 
arrival, they had to deal with the problem immediately before tJ~"' 
them. They had to complete the defeat of the Persian power,·~ 
still formidable-and to create and organise a confederacy as. 
yet only inchoate. This was quite enough to occupy their 
attention, without ascribing to them distant views of Athenian 
maritime empire. 

In t~at brief sketch of incidents preceding the Peloponnesian 
war, which Thucydides introduces as " the digression from his 
narrative," 2 he neither gives, nor professes to give, a complete 
enumeration of ~I which actually occurred. During the 
interval between the first desertion of the Asiatic allies from 
Pausanias to Athens, in 477 B.C.-and the revolt of Naxos in 
466 B.c.-he recites three incidents only : first, the siege and 
capture of Eion on the Strymon with its Persian garrison-

Hellanikus therefore had done no more than touclz upon the events of. 
this period : and he found so little good information within his reach, as to 
fall into chronological blunders. 

1 Thucyd. i. 93· .,-1js -yii.p 8~ 8a.71.&uu1JS 1rpwTos ~T071.p.1Juev el1reiv cl>s 
l.v8EI<TECJ. /uTJ, Ka.l 'T~V llpX~V ev80s ~li'")IKCJ.TEITI<EVa(e. 

Dr. Arnold says in his note "eb86s signifies probably immediately after 
the retreat of the Persians." I think it refers to an earlier period-that 
point of time when Themistokles first counselled the building of the fleet, 
or at least when he counselled them to abandon their city and repose all 
their hopes in their fleet. It is only by this supposition that we get a 
reasonable meaning for the words ~T07I.f'7JITE el1reiv, "he was the first who 
dared to say "-which implies a counsel of extraordinary boldness. "For 
he was the first who dared to advise them to grasp at the sea, and from 
that moment forward he helped to establish their empire." The word 
{uoyKa.TEUKeila.(; seems to denote a collateral consequence, not directly 
contemplated, though perhaps divined, by Themistokl@s. 

2 Thncyd. i. 97· loypatjla. ~~ a.b.,-ii. Ka.l .,.~, ~K/3o71.~v .,-oil ll.ooyou bro<1J· 
u&f'1/" 8tii. .,-J~e, &c. 
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next, the capture of Skyros, and appropriation of the island to 
Athenian kleruchs or out-citizens,-thirdly, the war with Kary­
stus in Eubcea, and reduction of the place by capitulation. It 
has been too much the practice to reason as if these three 
events were the full history of ten or eleven years. Con­
sidering what Thucydides states respecting the darkness of this 
period, we might perhaps suspect that they were all which he 
could learn about it on good authority: and they are all, in 
truth, events having a near and special bearing on the sub­
sequent history of Athens herself-for Eion was the first 
stepping-stone to the important settlement of Amphipolis, and 

·~Skyros in the time of Thucydides was the property of outlying 
Athenian citizens or kleruchs. Still, we are left in almost 
entire ignorance of the proceedings of Athens, a.s conducting 
the newly-established confederate force : for it is certain that 

1 ·-the first ten years of the Athenian hegemony must have been 
/'years· of most active warfare against the Persians. One posi­

tive testimony to this effect has been accidentally preserved to 
us by Herodotus, who mentions that "before the invasion of 
Xerxes, there were Persian commanders and garrisons every­
where in Thrace and the Hellespont,1 all of whom were 
conquered by the Greeks after that invasion, with the single 
exception of Maskames governor of Doriskus, who could never 
be taken, though many different Grecian attempts were made 
upon the fortress.!' • 

Of those who were captured by the Greeks, not one made 
any defence sufficient to attract the admiration of Xerxes, 
except Boges governor of Eion. Boges, after bravely de­
fending himself, and refusing offers of capitulation, found his 
provisions exhausted, and further resistance impracticable. He 
then kindled a vast funeral pile-slew his wives, children, con­
cubines, and family, and cast them into it-threw his precious 
effects over the wall into the Strymon-and lastly, precipitated 

1 Herodot. vii. 106, 107. Ka:re<TTa.<ra.v -y?x.p lTI 7rp&npov Ta.6T1)s Tf)s 
.!ll.&.u,os ;;.,.a.pxo• ~~~ -rjj ®p11tt<p «a.l Toil 'E71.71.1)<T7r&v-rov 'lra.VTa.xf). Oli"To• ~v 
.,.J.vTes, ol 'TE .!1< E>p11tl<'ls 1<a.l Tov 'E71.71.1)<T7rOVTov, 7<Mfll Tov lv AopluKrp, 07<0 
'EI\71.-fivwv iJ<TT<pov Ta.6T1)S Tf)s <TTpa.T1)71.a.ul1)s ~~ppc!811ua.v· 'TOV lie ~~~ Aopl<T«'f' 
Ma.u«ci.p.1)11 ovlia.p.c£ 1<0! llivvJ.u81)<Ta.v l~ell.eiv, 7ro71.71.wv 7<E1p1j<Ta.p.evwv. 

The loose chronology of Plutarch is little to be trusted ; but he, too, 
acknowledges the continuance of Persian occupations in Thrace, by aid of 
the natives, until a period later than the battle of the Eurymedon (Plutarch, 
Kimon, c. 14). 

It is a mistake to suppose, with Dr. Arnold in his note on Thucyd. viii. 
62, "that Sestus was almost the last place held by the Persians in Europe." 

Weissenborn (Hellen, oder Beitrage zur genaueren Erforschung der atl­
griechischen Geschichte, Jena, 1844, p. 144, note 31) has taken notice of 
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himself into the fiames.1 His brave despair was the theme 
of warm encomium among the Persians, and his relatives in 
Persia were liberally rewarded by Xerxes. This capture of 
Eion, effected by Kimon, has been mentioned (as already 
stated) by Thucydides; but Herodotus here gives us to under­
stand that it was only one of a string of enterprises, all un­
noticed by Thucydides, against the Persians. Nay, it would 
seem from his language that Maskames maintained himself in 
Doriskus during the whole reign of Xerxes, and perhaps longer, 
repelling successive Grecian assaults. 

The valuable indication here cited from Herodotus would be '/.."IJ 
of itself a sufficient proof that the first years of the Athenian ~ v 
hegemony were full of busy and successful hostility against the ~ ·1 
Persians. And in truth this is what we should expect. The ~ 
battles of Salamis, Platrea, and Mykale, drove the Persians out?\ 
of Greece and overpowered their main armaments, but did not t~ 
remove them at once from all the various posts which they ~ 
occupied throughout the JEgean and Thrace. Without doubt v 
the Athenians had to clear the coasts and the islands of a to. t\ 
great number of different Persian detachments; an operation -~ 
neither short nor easy, with the then imperfect means of siege, •• j 
as we may see by the cases of Sestus and Eion ; nor indeed l"'""' 
always practicable, as the case of Doriskus teaches us. The ~ 
fear of these Persians, yet remaining in the neighbourhood, 2 ~ 
and even the chan~e of a renewed Persian invading armament, ~ 
formed one pressing motive for Grecian cities to join the new. : 
confederacy ; while the expulsion of the enemy added to it ~ ' 
those places which he had occupied. It was by these years ,;.J 
of active operations at sea against the common enemy, that iv'll 
the Athenians first established 3 that constant, systematic, and f' • 
this important passage of Herodotus, as well as of that in Plutarch ; but ~j 
he does not see how much it embarrasses all attempts to frame a certain G 
chronolo;::y for those two or three events which Thucydides gives us between 1\r. 
476-466 B.C. \ 

1 Kutzen (De Atheniensium Imperio Cimonis atque Periclis tempore · 
constituto. Grimre, 1837. Commentatio, i. p. 8) has good reason to call 
in question the .stratagem ascribed to Kim on by Pausanias (viii. 8, 2) for. 
the capture of E1on. 

2 To these "remaining operations against the Persians" the Athenian _I 
envoy at Lacedremon alludes, in his speech prior to the Peloponnesian war 
- up.wv ,.,.,, (you Spartans) Ot!IC ~eO .. 'l)O'all'rwv 1rapap.eiva• .,. p 0 s ra U'lr 0 A ol7ra 
roil /3ap/3c!.pov, f}p.iv lle 1rpoueAe&vrwv rwv ~vp.p.ci.xwv ~eal ab-rwv lle'l)O<IITwv 
7!1'•1-'ovas ~ea-rau-r;jva<, &c. (Thucyd. i. 7 5) : and again, iii. IO. 'I' a u1ro.\o<1ra 
Twll lp('wV. 

Compare also Plato, Menexen. c. 12. alrros lle fJn<AAe'l'o /3autA.e!Js 
l'havoeiu8a• C:.s bnxe•p~uwv 'lra.\<v ~1rl 'l'oVs "EAA'l)vas, &c. 

' The Athenian nautical training begins directly after the repulse of the 
VOL. V, 0 
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laborious training, among their own ships' crews, which trans­
mitted itself with continual improvements down to the Pelo­
ponnesian war. It was by these, combined with present fear, 
that they were enabled to organise the largest and most 
efficient confederacy ever known among Greeks-to bring to­
gether deliberative deputies-to plant their own ascendency as 
enforcers of the collective resolutions-and to raise a pro­
digious tax from universal contribution. Lastly, it was by the 
same operations, prosecuted so successfully as to remove 
present alarm, that they at length fatigued the more lukewarm 

.. , and passive members of the confederacy, and created in them 
a wish either to commute personal service for pecuniary con-

, tribution, or to escape from the obligation of service in any 
way. The Athenian nautical training would never have been 
acquired-the confederacy would never have become a. working 
reality-the fatigue and discontents among its members would 
never have arisen-unless there had been a real fear of the 
Persians, and a pressing necessity for vigorous and organised 
operations against them, during the ten years between 4 77 and 
466 B.C • 

.; As to these ten years, then, we are by no means to assume 
that the particular incidents mentioned by Thucydides about 
Eion, Skyros, Karystus, and Naxos, cqnstitute the sum total of 
events. To contradict this assumption, I have suggested proof 
sufficient, though indirect, that they are on~y part of the stock 
of a very busy period-the remaining details of which, in­
dicated in outline by the large general language of Thucydides, 
we are condemned not to know. Nor are we admitted to be 
present at the synod of Delos, which during all this time con-

f"tinued its periodical meetings : though it would have been 
~ highly interesting to trace the steps whereby an institution 

, which at first promised to protect not less the separate rights 
'iJ, of the members than the security of the whole, so lamentably 
' " failed in its object. We must recollect that this confederacy, 
~ formed for objects common to all, limited to a certain extent 

• the autonomy of each member; both conferring definite rights, 
~J and imposing definite obligations. Solemnly sworn to by all, 
l':l'} iind by Aristeides on behalf of Athens, it was intended to bind 
'/'..,'()he members in perpetuity-marked even in the form of the 
,'IJoath, which was performed by casting 'heavy lumps of iron into 

I 

I 
Persians. To 8} 'l"ijs /Jali.J.<T<TTfS br~<Trhflovas -yEv£<T8at (says Perikles respect­
ing the Peloponnesians, just at the commencement of the Peloponnesian 
war) ob pq.Ol"'s a.UTo'is wpoCT")'EV.f]UETa.L· oUOE '}O.p Vp.eis, p.eAeTWVTES a.VTO 
•v/Jl!s &,,.o ,.i»v M71a"'"'"• ~~·ip')'aii'/J€ ""' (Thucyd. i. 142). 
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the sea never again to be seen.1 As this confederacy was thus, j' 
both perpetual and peremptory, binding each member to the~ .' 
rest and not allowing either retirement .or evasion, so it was j<" 
essential that it should be sustained by some determining · • 
authority and enforcing sanction. The determining authority..; 11' 

was provided by the synod at Delos : the enforcing sanction · 
was exercised by Athens as president. And there is every \1/ 
reason to presume that Athens, for a long time, performed this""~' 
duty in a, legitimate and honourable manner, acting in exe-C('~ 
cution of the resolves of the synod, or at least in full harmony ,-IY"~ 
with its general purposes. She exacted from every member theo/ • 
regulated quota of men or money, employing coercion against \~ 
recusants, and visiting neglect of military duty with penalties. ~"' ' 
In all these requirements she only discharged her appropriate ~·If 
functions as chosen leader of the confederacy. There can be 'lo 

no reasonable doubt that the general -~ynod_went _cordially "\ 
along with her 2 in strictness of dealing towards those de­
faulters who obtained protection without bearing their share of 
the burthen.) 7:·1 ) -. .I· 1 !. 

1 ~"" ·' ::, .. ·. :,• -,/i . ~ 
But after a few years, several of the confederates, becommg V 

weary of personal military service, prevailetl upon the 
Athenians to provide ships and men in their place, and ~.,. t) 
imposed upon themselves in exchange a money-payment of ""#i~ 
suitable amount. This commutation, at first probably intra- _ ~,) 
duced to meet SOilJe special case of inconvenience, was found W"' 
so suitable to the taste of all parties, that it gradually spread AI Y 
through the larger portion of the confederacy. To unwarlike ~ 
allies, hating labour and privation, it was a welcome relief : 1./' 
while to the Athenians, full of ardour, and patient of labour as~ •.a. 
well as discipline for the aggrandisement of their country, it Y, "~' 
afforded constant pay for a fleet more numerous than they J..~ 
could otherwise have kept afloat. It is plain from the state-'\_V 
ment of Thucydides that this altered practice was introduced ~ 
from the petition of the confederates themselves, not from any 1...., 
pressure or stratagem on the part of Athens.s But though ~r·, 

1 Plutarch, Aristeid&s, c. 24. • • ~ \ 
2 Such concurrence of the general synod is in fact implied in the speech tr" 

put by Thucydid&s into the mouth of the Mitylemean envoys at Olympia, ~ 
in the third year of the Peloponnesian war: a speech pronounced by parties 
altogether hostile to Athens (Thucyd. iii. II)-Ii.p.a p.€v -y&.p p.ap-rvpl'f' 
ixpwv-ro (the Athenians) p.~ t.v -ro6s -ye liTolji~<Povs li.Kov-ras, el p.~ n 
fllilKovv oTs br?fecrav, ~v<TTpa-re6ELv. 

3 Thucyd. i. 97-<)9.-Al-rla& o' li.M.aL ~IJ'av TOW Ct11'0<TTCI.IJ'e"'"• Kal f''"f'<TTa&, 
a1 TWV </>6p.,v Kal VEWV ~KOE&a&, Kal. ll.e&11'0<TTpct'TlOV, d 'T'f' ~"fEVE'TO' o1 -yttp 
'AOrwa'io& a1Cp&/3Ws t11'pacruov, Kal AV11'1Jpol ~uav, obi( ~i.,OOIJ'tJI obo€ f3ovll.op.evo&S 
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such was its real source, it did not the less fatally degrade the 
allies in reference to Athens, and extinguish the original feeling 
of equal rights and partnership in the confederacy, with com-

'J"munion of danger as well as of glory, which had once bound 
~,1Pem together. The Athenians came to consider themselves 
Jt' as military chiefs and soldiers, with a body of tribute-payin~ 
l'·!f"!iubjects, whom they were entitled to hold in dominion, and 
~ ;restrict, both as to foreign policy and internal government, to 
-~uch extent as they thought expedient-but whom they were 

;1 ..... \a,lso bound to protect against foreign enemies. The military 
7 llforce of these subject-states was thus in a great degree trans­
\).- ferred to Athens by their own act, just as that of so many of 

the native princes in India has been made over to the English. 
But the military efficiency of the confederacy against the 
Persians was much increased, in proportion as the vigorou~ 

I resolves of Athens 1 were less and less paralysed by the con· 
tentions and irregularity of a synod : so that the war wal 
prosecuted with greater success than ever, while those motive~ 
of alarm, which had served as the first pressing stimulus to the 
formation of the confederacy, became every year further and 
further removed. 

,.., .. Under such circumstances, several of the confederate states 
·grew tired even of paying their tribute--and averse to con­
tinuance as members. They made successive attempts to 
secede: but Athens, acting seemingly in conjunction with the 
synod, repressed their attempts one after the other-conquer-

, ing, fining, and disarming the revolters ; which was the more 
easily done, since in most cases their naval force had been in 
great part handed over to her. As these events ~ook place, 
not all at once, but successively in different years-the number 
of mere tribute-paying allies as well as of subdued revolters 
continually increasing- so there was never any one moment of 
conspicuous change in the character of the confederacy. The 
allies slid unconsciously into subjects, while Athens, without 
any predetermined plan, passed from a chief into a despot. 

'TaA.at7rwpi!v 7rpou&-yovns TC'J.s &.v&oyt<as. 7 Huav a< 7rws t<al &A.A.ws a/ 'A87JYC1,lOL 
oincln o!loiws ~v -i)oovjllfpxov'Tes, t<a.l otl'l"e ~vveu1"prt1"evuv &.1ro 'Tov 1uov, {>4Btor 
TE 7rpof1'cl.'Yecr6at -nv a.UTots -roVs O.cptcrTa!J.Evous· Cf,v a. VT o l a.r.,.' o' ~ ~ E v o v-ro 
o/ ~61'-1'-a,Xot• ota -yap .,.:qy a7r0t<V1JO'LV 1"a61"1JV 'TWV U'Tpa.1"E<WV o/ 'II"AEiovs 
airrWv, tva p.n lt71"1 o't~rov &.len, xp.frp.ara. i-r&.~avTo &.v·rl TCiw ve&:w TO 1KvoVp.evov 
avaAW!la. cf>EpE<v, t<a.l 'I"OlS 1'-fll 'A871va.iotS 1Jii~E1"0 'TO va.v'Tti<OV a'II"O Tijs oa.m£v1JS 
~" i«ElliOL ~V!lcf>EpOLEV, a.b'l"ol Of O'II"O'I"E a'II"OIT1"C1,lEll, a'11"apc!UKEVOL ""l a'11"E<p0t ts 
'TOll '11"0AE!lOV 1Ca.8[oora.voro. 

I See the contemptuous remarks of Perikles upon the debates of the 1 
Lacedremonian allies at Sparta (Thucyd. i. 141 ). 
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By strictly enforcing the obligations of the pact upon unwilling 
members, and by employing coercion against revolters, she had 
become unpopular in the same proportion as she acquired new 
power-and that too without any guilt of her own. In this 
position, even if she had been inclined to relax her hold upon 
;the tributary subjects, considerations of her own safety would 
have deterred her from doing so; for there was reason to ap- I' 
prebend that they might place their strength at the disposal of~~ 
her enemies. It is very certain that she never was so inclined. ~ 
It would have requi;ed a more self-den~ing publ!c morality than ~ 
has ever been practised by any state, either ancient or modem, t..~ 
even to conceive the idea of relinquishing voluntarily an im-:..},! 
mense ascendency as well as a lucrative revenue: least of all , 
was such an idea likely to be conceived by Athenian citizens, ,.(> 
whose ambition increased with their power, and among whom 
the love of Athenian ascendency was both passion and vf' 
patriotism. But though the Athenians were both disposed, 
and qualified, to push all the advantages offered and even to 
look out for new-we must not forget that the foundations of 
their empire were laid in the most honourable causes : volun­
tary invitation-efforts both unwearied and successful against a 
common enemy-unpopularity incurred in discharge of an 
imperative ,duty-and inability to break up the confederacy, 
without endangering themselves as well as laying_ open the 
h:gean sea to the !'ersians.l -·-_ ( !_ - j :~-· · 

There were two other causes; besides thi!.J; which has been 
just adverted to, for -fhe -unpopularity of imperial Athens. 
First, the existence of the confederacy, imposing permanent • 
obligations, was in conflict with the general instinct of the 

1 The speech of the Athenian envoy at Sparta, a little before the 
I"Peloponnesian war, sets forth the growth of the Athenian empire, in 

the main, with perfect justice (Thucyd. i. 75, 76). He admits and even 
exaggerates its unpopularity, but shows that such unpopularity was, to a 
great extent and certainly as to its first origin, unavoidable as well as 
undeserved. He of course, as might be supposed, omits those other 
proceedings by which Athens had herself aggravated it. 

Kal -yt.p ahlw .. ~vlie (T~v ltpx~v) ill.&./3oJLEV ob /31a<Trl.JL•vo< ••• i£ abTov lie 
TOV lp-yov I<U.T7Wct'Y!C&.<T971}L•v TO 7rpwTov 7rpoa-ya-y•iv abT~v ls TOll<, }Lrl./\.<UTU. }L€v 
fnro lloovs, l'TI'E<Tct llo tca\ TI}L?jS, ii<Tnpov tc.al wrpe71.£as. Kal obi< a<Ttpall.es lTt 
lllotc•i e1vat, Tois 'TI'o/1./\.o'Ls lt7r'11X6'11JLJvovs, tcal T<vwv tcal 1!li11 lt11'ourrl.vTwV 
I<EX«PWJLfVWV, V}LWV ... nJL'Lv oiltcoT< O}Lolws rplll.cov lt/\.71.' V'TI'O'TI'TWV tcal 1itarp&pwv 
~VTo>V, O.vJVTU.S tc<VliVVEVftV' tcal -yltp av a/ lt7rOUTrl.UE<S 7rpos V}LC.S l-yl-yvaVTO' 
'TI'C.<Tt a~ ltvE11'lrp8ovov .. a ~V}LtpJpoVTU. TWV JL•'Yi<TTWY 'TI'Epl tc<Ylivvwv .~ -rl6Eu9at. 

The whole speech well merits attentive study: compare also the speech 
of Perik!es at Athens, in the second year of the Peloponnesian war (Thucyd. 
ii. 63). 
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Greek mind, tending towards separate political autonomy of 
each city-as well as with the particular turn of the Ionic mind, 
incapable of that steady personal effort which was requisite for 
maintaining the synod of Delos on its first large and equal 
basis. Next-and this is the great cause of all-Athens, 
having defeated the Persians and thrust them to a distance, 
began to employ the force and the tribute of her subject-allies 

, in warfare against Greeks, wherein these allies had nothing to 
} gain from success-everything to apprehend from defeat-and 

a banner to fight for, offensive to Hellenic sympathies. On 
this head the subject-allies had great reason to complain, 
throughout the prolonged wars of Greek against Greek for the 
purpose of sustaining Athenian predominance. But on the 
point of practical grievances or oppressions, they had little 
ground for discontent, and little feeling of actual discontent, as 
I shall show more fully hereafter. Among the general body 
of citizens in the subject-allied cities, the feeling towards 
Athens was rather indifference than hatred. The movement 
of revolt against her proceeded from small parties of leading 
men, acting apart from the citizens, and generally with collateral 
views of ambition for themselves. The positive hatred towards 

~. her was felt chiefly by those who were not her subjects. ) 
\\ , .Jt is probable that the same indisposition to personal effort, 
;~ ~ich prompted the confederates of Delos to tender money­
.,.rpayment as a substitute for military service, •also induced them 

1'b to neglect attendance at the synod. But we do not know the 
~ steps where';y this. assembly, at first an .effective real~ty, 
,)'..gradually dwmdled .. mto a mere form, and vamshed. Nothmg 
;,_ however can more forcibly illustrate the difference of character 
f" -between the maritime allies of Athens and the Peloponnesian 
{rallies of Sparta, than the fact-that while the former shrank 

from personal service and thought it an advantage to tax them­
l.selves in place of it-the latter were "ready enough with their 

~ .... bodies," but uncomplying and impracticable as to contri­
oi'butions.I The contempt felt by these Dorian landsmen for 

he military efficiency of the Ionians recurs frequently, and 
ljppears even to exceed what the reality justified. But when 

~,.We turn to the conduct of the latter twenty years earlier, at the 
){ battle of Lade, in the very crisis of the Ionic revolt from 
(r':• Persia 2-we detect the same want of energy, the same in­
;(';apacity of personal effort and labour, as that which brokQ up 

•. '}.; 1 Thucyd. i. 141. <Twp.arn ~· £-ro<p.O-rEpo< ol al!-roup-yol -r&v &v1Jpw1ro;v 1} 
f' )xp-fJp.a.<T• 1rolo.<p.<iv, &c. 

2 See Herodot. vi. 12, and chap. xxxv. of this History. 
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the Confederacy of Delos with all its beneficial promise. To 
appreciate fully the indefatigable activity and daring, together 
with the patient endurance of laborious maritime training, 
which characterised the Athenians of that day-we have only 
to contrast them with these confederates, so remarkably 
destitute of both. Amidst such glaring inequalities of merit, 
capacity, and· power, to maintain a confederacy of equal 
members was impossible. It was in the nature of things that 
the confederacy should either break up, or be transmuted into 
an Athenian empire. j 

I have already mentioned that the first aggregate assessment ·~ 
of tribute, proposed by Aristeides and adopted by the synod at~ 
Delos, was four hundred and sixty talents in money. At that~ '! 
time many of the confederates paid their quota, not in money, ~ 
but in ships. But this practice gradually diminished, as the""· 
commutations above alluded to, of money in place of ships, ~ 
were multiplied, while the aggregate tribute of course became o:"~ 
larger. It was no more than six hundred talents 1 at the com-r..· ~ 
mencement of the Peloponnesian war, forty-six years after the ~Y 
first formation of the confederacy; from whence we may infer 
that it was never at all increased upon individual members 
during the interval. For the difference between four hund;ed 
and sixty talents and six hundred, admits of being fully ex­
plained by the numerous commutations of service for money as 
well as by the ac~uisitions of new members, which doubtless 
Athens had more or less the opportunity of making. It is not 
to be imagined that the confederacy had attained its maxi­
mum number at the date of the first assessment of tribute : 
there must have been various cities, like Sinope and ..tEgina, 
subsequently added. 2 

With_out some such preliminary statements as those just given, 
respectmg the new state of Greece between the Persian and 
Peloponnesian wars, beginning with the Athenian hegemony or 
headship, and ending with the Athenian empire-the reader 
would hardly understand the bearing of those particular events' 
which our authorities enable us to recount ; events unhappily 
few in number, though the period must have been full of action 
-and not well-authenticated as to dates. The first known 
enterprise of the Athenians in their new capacity (whether the ~f 
first absolutely or not we cannot determine) between 4 76 B.C.\<~''' 
and 466 B.c., was the conquest of the important post of Eionu·· 
on the Strymon, where the-1'ersian governor Boges, starved · 

-- ---- - ··- ·- l\ 
1 Thucyd. ii. 13. 

•11 Thucyd. i. 108; Plutarch, Perikles, c. 20. 
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out after a desperate resistance, destroyed himself rather than 

, capitulate, together with his family and precious effects-as has 
r already been stated. The next events named are their enter­
~ prises against the Do lopes and Pelasgi in the island of Skyros 

(seemingly·about 470 B.c.) and the Dryopes in the town and 
district of Karystus in Eubrea. To the latter, who were of a 
different kindred from the inhabitants of Chalkis and Eretria, 
and received no aid from them, they granted a capitulation: 
the former were more rigorously dealt with and expelled from 
their island. Skyros was barren, and had little to recommend it 
.except a good maritime position and an excellent harbour; 
while its inhabitants, seemingly akin to the Pelasgian residents 
in Lemnos prior to the Athenian occupation of that spot, were 
alike piratical and cruel. Some Thessalian traders, recently 
plundered and imprisoned by them, had raised a complaint 
against them before the Amphiktyonic synod, which condemned 
the island to make restitution. The mass of the islanders 
threw the burden upon those who had committed the crime : 
and these men, in order to evade payment, invoked Kimon 
with the Athenian armament. He conquered the island, 

elled the inhabitants, and peopled it with Athenian settlers . 
.,. uch clearance was a beneficial act, suitable to the new 

, racter of Athens as guardian of the LEgean sea against 
~_piracy : but it seems also connected with Athenian plans. The 
.~sland lay very convenient for the communication with Lemnos 
r" (which the Athenians had doubtless reoccupied after the 
fl' expulsion of the Persians 1 ), and became, as well as Lemnos, a 

recognised adjunct or outlying portion of Attica. Moreover 
,.t there were old legends which connected the Athenians with it, 
II" as the tomb of their hero Theseus; whose name, as the mythical 

champion of democracy, was in peculiar favour at the period 
immediately following the return from Salamis. It was in the 
year 476 B.c., that the oracle had directed them to bring home 
the bones of Theseus from Skyros, and to prepare for that hero 
a splendid entombment and edifice in their new city. They had 
tried to effect this, but the unsocial manners of the Dolopians 
had prevented a search, and it was only after Kimon had taken 
the island that he found, or pretended to find, the body. It 
was brought to Athens in the year 469 B.c.,2 and after being 

1 Xenophon, Hellenic. v. I, 3I. 
2 Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fasti Hellenic. ad ann. 476 B.c.) places the 

conquest of Skyros by Kimon in the year 476 B.C. He says, after citing 
a passage from Thucyd. i. 98, and from Plutarch, Theseus, c. 36, as well 
as a proposed correction of Bentley, which he justly rejects-"The island 
was actually conquered in the year of the archon Phredon, B.C. 476. This 
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welcomed by the people in solemn and joyous procession, as if 
the hero himself had come back, was deposited in the interior 

we know from Thucyd. i. 98, and Diodor. xi. 41-48 combined. Plutarch 
named the archon Phredon with reference to the conquest of the island : 
then, by a negligence not unusual with him, connected the oracle with 
that fact, as a contemporary transaction : although in truth the oracle was 
not procured till six or seven years afterwards.'' 

Plutarch has many sins to answer for against chronological exactness ; 
but the charge here made against him is undeserved. He states that the 
oracle was given in (476 B.C.) the year of the archon Phredon; and that 
the body of Theseus was brought back to Athens in (469 B. c.) the year of 
the archon Aphepsion. There is nothing to contradict either statement ; 
nor do the passages of Thucydides and Diodorus, which Mr. Clinton 
adduces, prove that which he asserts. The two passages of Diodorus have 
indeed no bearing upon the event: and in so far as Diodorus is in this case 
an authority at all, he goes against Mr. Clinton, for he states Skyros to 
have been conquered in 470 B.C. (Diodor. xi. 6o). Thucydides only tells 
us that the operations against Eion, Skyros, and Karystus, took place in 
the order here indicated, and at some periods between 476 and 466 B.c.: 
but he does not enable us to determine positively the date of either. Upon 
what authority Mr. Clinton states that "the oracle was not procured till 
six or seven years afterwards" (i.e. after the conquest), I do not know : 
the acconnt of Plutarch goes rather to show that it was procured six or 
seven years before the conquest : and this may stand good until some better 
testimony is produced to contradict it. As our information now stands, 
we have no testimony as to the year of the conquest except that of Diodorus, 
who assigns it to 470 B.C., but as he assigns both the conquest of Eion, and 
the expeditions of Kimon against Karia and Pamphylia with the victories 
of Eurymedon, all toethe same year, we cannot much trust his authority. 
Nevertheless I incline to believe him as to the date of the conquest of 
Skyros : because it seems to me very probable that this conquest took 
place in the year immediately before that in which the body of Theseus 
was brought to Athens, which latter event may be referred with great 
confidence to 469 B.C., in consequence of the interesting anecdote related 
by Plutarch about the first prize gained by the poet Sophokles. 

Mr. Clinton has given in his Appendix (No. vi.-viii. p. 248-253) two 
Dissertations respecting the chronology of the period from the Persian war 
down to the close of the Peloponnesian war. He has rendered much 
service by correcting the mistake of Dodwell, Wesseling and Mitford 
(founded upon an inaccurate construction of a passage in Isokrates) in 
supposing, after the Persian invasion of Greece, a Spartan hegemony, 
lasting ten years, prior to the commencement of the Athenian hegemony. 
He has shown that the latter must be reckoned as commencing in 477, or 
476 B.c., immediately after the mutiny of the allies against Pausanias­
whose command, however, need not be peremptorily restricted to one 
year, as Mr. Clinton (p. 252) and Dodwell maintain: for the words of 
Thucydides, ~v Tpae TV fryep.ovlg, imply nothing as to annual duration, and 
designate merely" the hegemony which preceded that of Athens." 

But the refutation of this mistake does not enable us to establish any 
good positive chronology for the period between 477 and 466 B.c. It will 
not do to construe npwTov p.lv (Thucyd. i. 98) in reference to the Athenian 
conquest of Eion, as if it must necessarily mean "the year after" 477 B.C. 
If we could imagine that Thucydides had told us all the military operations 

0 2 
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of the city. On the spot was built the monument called the 
Theseium with its sacred precinct, invested with the privilege 
of a sanctuary for men of poor condition who might feel ground 
for dreading the oppressions of the powerful, as well as for slaves 
in case of cruel usage.1 Such were the protective functions of 
the mythical hero of democracy, whose installation is interest­
ing as markin_g the growing intensity of democratical feeling in 
AtheiiSSince the Persian war. J. It was about two years or more after this incident that the first 

~· i;J;>reach of union in the Confederacy of Delos took place. The 
/)important island of Naxos, the largest of the Cyclades-an 
\II island which thirty years before had boasted a large marine 
"_,.A>rce and 8ooo hoplites-revolted ; on what special ground we 
./!"..do not know: but probably the greater islands fancied them­
~l .. selves better able to dispense with the protection of the con­
,t!, federacy than the smaller-at the same time that they were 
lfi more jealous of Athens. After a siege of unknown duration, 
:"' J:>y Athens and the confederate force, it was forced to surrender, 
tif' between 477-466 B.c., we should be compelled to admit plenty of that 

"interval of inaction" against which Mr. Clinton so strongly protests 
(p. 252). Unhappily Thucydides has told us but a small portion of the 
events which really happened. 

Mr. Clinton compares the various periods of duration assigned by ancient 
authors to that which is improperly called the Athenian "empire"­
between 477-405 B.C. (pp. 248, 249). I confess that I rather agree with 
Dr. Gillies, who admits the discrepancy between the~ authors broadly and 
undisguisedly, than with Mr. Clinton, who seeks to bring them into com­
parative agreement. His explanation is only successful in regard to one of 
them-Demosthenes; whose two statements (forty-five years in one place 
and seventy-three years in another) are shown to be consistent with each 
other as well as chronologically just. But surely it is not reasonable to 
correct the text of the orator Lykurgus from ~v•v~KOV'J'Il to ~/3ool-'~"ovTil, 
and then to say that "Lykurgus may be added to the number of those who 
describe the period as seventy years" (p. 250). Neither are we to bring 
Andokides into harmony with others, by supposing that "his calculation 
ascends to the battle of Marathon, from the date of which (B.C. 490) to the 
battle of .t'Egospotami, are just eighty-five years" (ibid.). Nor ought we 
to justifY a computation by Demosthenes of sixty-five years, by saying 
"that it terminates at the Athenian defeat in Sicily'' (p. 249). 

The truth is, that there is more or less chronological inaccuracy in all 
these passages, except those of Demosthenes-and historical inaccuracy in 
all of them, not even excepting those. It is not true that the Athenians 
;)p~av 'J'~S 8all.cfcr<T71S-;)p~av -rwv 'Ell.ll.~vwv-?rpO<T-rctTilt ;)<TilV Twv 'Ell.ll.~vwv­
for seventy-three years. The historical language of Demosrhenes, Plato, 
Lysias, Isokrates, Andokides, Lykurgus, requires to be carefully examined 
before we rely upon it. 

1 Plutarch (Kim on, c. 8; Theseus, c. 36). ~.,..,.} Bf, rp6~toP ol!ll'l'lltS lllll 

'II'CiO"t 'To'is 'Ta7rEtvo-r~pots Kal OeOuScn ~epelTTova.s, Ws ICa.lToiJ 81}CJ'~ws 'll'pocrraTtJcoV 
'J'tVO$ Kill, /3o'I8'1;<KOV '"(€VO/-'EVOV Kill ?rpOO'OE/(0/-'ft'OlJ <f>tl\llV8prfnrws Tas 'J'Wl' 
'TQ.1rEU!OTfpooV lJE:'r/O"ELS, 
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and reduced to the condition of a tributary subject; 1 its armed 
ships being doubtiess taken away, and its fortifications razed. 
Whether any fine or ulterior penalty was levied, we have no 
information. 

We cannot doubt that the reduction of this powerful island, 
however untoward in its effects upon the equal and self­
maintained character of the confederacy, strengthened its military 
force by placing the whole Naxian fleet with new pecuniary 
contributions in the hands of the chief. Nor is it surprising to 
hear that Athens sought both to employ this new force, and to 
obliterate the late act of severity, by increased exertions against 
the common enemy. Though we know no particulars respect-N 
ing operations against Persia, since the attack on Eion, such~ 
operations must have been going on ; but the expedition under ,y 
Kimon, undertaken not long after the Naxian revolt, was 
attended with memorable results. That commander, having ~ 
under him 200 triremes from Athens, and 100 from the various '.1 
confederates, was despatched to attack the Persians on the ~~ 
south-western and southern coast of Asia Minor. He attacked91'l 
and drove out several of their garrisons from various Grecian 'V 
settlements, both in Karia and Lykia : among others, the~ 
important trading city of Phaselis, though at first resisting and r} 
even standing a siege, was prevailed upon by the friendly sug- .f.'" 
gestions of the Chians in Kim on's armament to pay a contribution~,... 
of ten talents an~join in the expedition. From the length of 
time occupied in these various undertakings, the Persian satraps 
had been enabled to assemble a powerful force, both fleet and 
army, near the mouth of the river Eurymedor1 in Pamphylia, 
under the command of 'fithraustes and Pherendates, both of 
the regal blood. The fleet, chiefly Phcenician, seems to have 
consisted of zoo ships, but a further reinforcement of eighty 
Phcenician ships was expected, and was actually near at hand, 
so that the commanders were unwilling to hazard a battle before 
its arrival. Kimon, anxious for the same reason to hasten 
on the combat, attacked them vigorously. Partly from their 
inferiority of numbers, partly from discouragement at the absence 
of the reinforcement, they seem to have made no strenuous 
resistanc~. They were put to flight and driven ashore ; so 
speedily, and with so little loss to the Greeks, that Kimon was 
enabled to disembark his men forthwith, and attack the land­
force which was drawn up on shore to protect them. The 

1 Thucyd. i. 98. It has already been state(! in the preceding chapter, 
that Themistokles, as a. fugitive, passed close to Naxos while it was under 
siege, a.nd incurred great danger of being taken. 
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battle on land was long and gallantly contested, but Kimon at 
length gained a complete victory, dispersed the army with the 
capture of many prisoners, and either took or destroyed the 
entire fleet. As soon as his victory and his prisoners were 
secured, he sailed to Cyprus for the purpose of intercepting the 
reinforcement of eighty Phcenician ships in their way, and was 
fortunate enough to attack them while yet they were ignorant 
of the victories of the Eurymedon. These ships too were all 
destroyed, though most of the crews appear to have escaped 
ashore on the island. Two great victories, one at sea and the 
other on land, gained on the same day by the same armament, 
counted with reason among the most glorious of all Grecian 

1 exploits, and were extolled as such in the inscription on the 
commemorative offering to Apollo, set up out of the tithe of 
the spoils.l The number of prisoners, as well as the booty 
taken by the victors, was immense. 

1 For the battles of the Eurymedon, see Thucyd. i. 100; D<odor. xi. 
6o-62; Plutarch, Kimon, 12, 13. 

The accounts of the two latter appear chiefly derived from Ephorus and 
Kallisthenes, authors of the following century;. and from Phanodemus, an 
author later still. I borrow sparingly from them, and only so far as consists 
with the brief statement of Thucydides. The narrative of Diodorus is 
exceedingly confused, indeed hardly intelligible. 

Phanodemus stated the number of the Persian fleet at six hundred ships ; 
Ephorus, at three hundred and fifty. Diodorus (following the latter) gives 
three hundred and forty. Plutarch mentions the exp!cted reinforcement of 
eighty Phcenician ships; which appears to me a very credible circumstance, 
explaining the easy nautical victory of Kimon at the Enrymedon. From 
Thucydides we know that the vanquished fleet at the Eurymedon consisted 
of no more than two hundred ships. For so I venture to construe the 
words of Thucydides, in spite of the authority of Dr. Arnold-Ked eT;>.ov 
('A8'1)vai'oc) Tpt~p<ts <l>ocvl~<wv 1<al 1iui.p8etpav .-il.s ... &.eras is (.-il.s) 1itcxKocrlas. 
Upon which Dr. Arnold observes,-" Amounting in all to two hundred; 
that is, that the whole number of ships taken or destroyed was two 
hundred-not that the whole fleet consisted of no more.'' Admitting the 
correctness of this construction (which may be defended by viii. 21), we 
may remark that the defeated Phcenician fleet, according to the universal 
practice of antiquity, ran ashore to seek protection from its accompanying 
land.force. When therefore this land-force was itself defeated and dis­
persed, the ships would all naturally .fall into the power of the victors; or 
if any escaped, it would be merely by accident. Moreover, the smaller 
number is in this case more likely to be the truth, as we must suppose an 
easy naval victory, in order to leave strength for a strenuous land battle on 
the same day. 

It is remarka.ble that the inscription on the commemorative offering only 
specifies "one hundred Phcenician ships with their crews" as having been 
captured (Diodor. xi. 62). The other hundred ships were probably de­
stroyed. Diodorus represents Kimon as having captured three hundred 
and forty ships, though he himself cites the inscription which mentions 
only one hundred. 
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A victory thus remarkable, which thrust back the Persians to 

the region eastward of Phaselis, doubtless fortified materially 
the position of the Athenian confederacy against them. But it 
tended not less to exalt the reputation of Athens, and even to 
popularise her with the confederates generally, from the large 
amount of plunder divisible among them. Probably this in­
creased power and popularity stood her in stead throughout 
her approaching contest with Thasos, at the same time that it 
explains the increasing fear and dislike of the Peloponnesians. 

Thasos _ was a member of the confederacy of Delos ; but her Jc.' 
quarrel with Athens seems to have arisen out of causes quite Ai' 
distinct from confederate relations. It has been already stated~~ 
that the Athenians had within the last few years expelled thep 
Persians from the important post of Eion on the Strymon, the ./\ ~ 
most convenient post for the neighbouring region of Thrace, '0., 
which was not less distinguished for its fertility than for its~ 
mining wealth. In the occupation of this post, the Athenians ~ 
had had time to become acquainted with the productive ~w 
character of the adjoining region, chiefly occupied by the~ 
Edonian Thracians; and it is extremely probable that many 14~ 
private settlers arrived from Athens, with the view of procuring .)lol 
grants, or making their fortunes by partnership with powerful "1V 
Thracians in working the gold-mines round Mount Pangreus. 
In so doing, theJ' speedily found themselves in collision with 
the Greeks of the opposite island of Mount Thasos, who pos­
sessed a considerable strip of land with various dependent 
towns on the continent of Thrace, and derived a large revenue 
from the mines of Skapte H yle, as well as from others in the 
neighbourhood.1 The condition of Thasos at this time (about 
46 5 B.c.) indicates to us the progress which the Grecian states 
in the LEgean had made since their liberation from Persia. It 
had been deprived both of its fortifications and of its maritime 
force, by order of Darius, about 491 B.C., and must have 
remained in this condition until after the repulse of Xerxes ; 
but we now find it well fortified and possessing a powerful 
maritime force. 

In what precise manner the quarrel b~tween the Thasians 
1 About Thasos, see Herodot. vi. 46-48; vii. n8. The position of 

Ragusa in the Adriatic, in reference to the despots of Servia and Bosnia in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, was very similar to that of Athens and 
Thasos in regard to the Thracian princes of the interior .. In Engel's 
History of Ragusa we find an account of the large gains made in that city 
by its contracts to work the gold and silver mines belonging to these 
princes (Engel, Geschichte des Freystaates Ragusa, sect. 36, p. 163. 
Wien, 18o7). 
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and the Athenians of Eion manifested itself, respecting the 
trade and the mines in Thrace, we are not informed. But it 
reached such a height that the Athenians were induced to send .(t..a powerful armament against the island, under the command of 

-¥ Kimon.l Having vanquished the Thasian force at sea, they 
~disembarked, gained various battles, and blocked up the city 
r. by land as well as by sea. And at the same time they under­
t\.r'ltook-what seems to have been part and parcel of the same 
;~\>ifcheme-the establishment of a larger and more powerful 
W• colony on Thracian ground not far from Eion. On the 
~ Strymon, about three miles higher up than Eion, near the spot 

here the river narrows itself again out of a broad expanse of 
e nature of a lake, was situated the Edonian town or settle­
ent called Ennea Hodoi (Nine Ways), a little above the 

~(.w"bridge, which here served as an important communication for 
V!;ll the people of the interior. Both Histireus and Aristagoras, 
- the two Milesian despots, had been tempted by the advantages 

of this place to commence a settlement there : both of them 
had failed, and a third failure on a still grander scale was now 
about to be added. The Athenians sent thither a large body 
of colonists, ten thousand in number, partly from their own 
citizens, partly collected from their allies; the temptations of 
the site probably rendering volunteers numerous. As far as 
Ennea Hodoi was concerned, they were successful in conquer­
ing it and drivi.ng away the Edonian po~essors. But on 
trying to extend themselves farther to the eastward, to a spot 
called Drabeskus convenient for the mining region, they 
encountered a more formidable resistance from a powerful 
alliance of Thracian tribes, who had come to aid the Edonians 
in decisive hostility against the new colony-probably not 
without instigation from the inhabitants of Thasos. All or 
most of the ten thousand colonists were slain in this warfare, 
and the new colony was for the time completely abandoned. 
We shall find it resumed hereafter.2 

Disappointed as the Athenians were in this enterprise, tbey 
did not abandon the blockade of Thasos, which held out m'Ore .-.--- -

1,. Thucyd. i. 100, IOI ; Plutarch, Kimon, c. 14 ; Diodor. xi. 70. 
2 ,Thucyd. i. JOI, Philip of Macedon, in his dispute more than a century 

after this period with the Athenians respecting the possession of Amphipolis, 
pretended that his ancestor Alexander had been the first to acquire possession 
of the spot after the expulsion of the Persians from Thrace (see Philippi 
Epistola ap. Demosthen. p. 164, R.). If this pretence had been true, 
Ennea Hodoi would have been in possession of the Macedonians at this 
time, when the first Athenian attempt was made npon it: but the statement 
of Thucydides shows that it was then an Edonian township. 
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than two years, and only surrendered in the third year. Its 
fortifications were razed ; its ships of war, thirty-three in f.•;r 
number, were taken away: 1 its possessions and mining~.y 
establishments on the opposite continent were relinquished. 1<'\(.rA 
Moreover an immediate contribution in money was demanded, 1•

1 
from the inhabitants, over and above the annual payment \1":'' 
assessed upon them for the future. The subjugation of this ,, ~ 
powerful island was another step in the growing dominion of.'~" 
Athens over her confederates. f"! 

The year before the Thasians surrendered, however, they•~ 
had taken a step which deserves particular notice, as indicating 'J.; 
the newly-gathering clouds in the Grecian political horizon. 
They had made secret application to the Lacedremonians for 
aid, entreating them to draw off the attention of Athens by 
invading Attica; and the Lacedremonians, without the know-~ 
ledge of Athens, having actually engaged to comply with this ~ 
request, were only prevented from performing their promise by~ 4'11 
a grave and terrible misfortune at home.2 Tlillugh accidentally\0..:1 
unperformed, this hostile promise is a most significant event.-¥& 
It marks the growing fear and hatred on the part of Sparta~ 
and the Peloponnesia~s towards Athens, merely ~n general tttl 
grounds of the magmtude of her power, and Wlthout any .,/iii 
special provocation. Nay, not only had Athens given no ~J!;• 
provocation, but she was still actually included as a member of• ~ 
the Lacedremoni\n alliance, and we shall find her presently 1 , 
both appealed to and acting as such. We shall hear so much"'~' 
of Athens, and that too with truth, as pushing and aggressive-"\""' 
and of Sparta as home-keeping and defensive-that the incident.J..l' 
just mentioned becomes important to remark. The first*' 
intent of unprovoked and even treacherous hostility-the germ 
of the future Peloponnesian war-is conceived and reduced to 
an engagement by Sparta. 

We are told by Plutarch, that the Athenians, after the 
surrender of Thasos and the liberation of the armament, had 
expected from Kimon some further conquests in Macedonia­
and even that he had actually entered upon that project with 
such promise of success, that its further consummation was 
certain as well as easy. Having under these circumstances 
relinquished it and returned to Athens, he was accused by 
Perikles and others of having been bought off by bribes from 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 14. Gal~psus and CEsyml! were among the Thasian 
settlements on the mainland of Thrace (Thucyd. iv. I08). 

2 Thucyd. i. IOI. ol ~~ {nrJuxoVTO p.~v ttp6rp« -rwv 'A671v«lc.>v, ttallp.elo..lo..ov1 

OtEttc.>lo..6871<TC1oV IJ~ V'/1"0 TOV 'YEVOf'OJIOV <TEt11'f'OV. 
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~ •tfthe Macedon ian king Alexander; but was acquitted after a 
.• .P'public trial.l 
r During the period which had elapsed between the first 

formation of the confederacy of Delos and the capture of 
Thasos (about thirteen or fourteen years, B.C. 477-463), the 

~ Athenians seem to have been occupied almost entirely in 
~ their maritime operations, chiefly against the Persians-having 
;_.,J'been free from embarrassments immediately round Attica. 
; But this freedom was not destined to last much longer. 
~YDuring the ensuing ten years, their foreign relations near home 
,,111 become both active and complicated; while their strength 

expands so wonderfully, that they are found competent at once 
to obligations on both sides of the lEgean sea, the distant as 
well as the near. 

_J, Of the incidents which had taken place in Central Greece 
·/··'lluring the twelve or fifteen years immediat~ly succ~eding the 
· )battle of Plat~a, we have scarcely any mformat10n. The 
II;· feelings of the time, between those Greeks who had supported 
~:-.\and those who had resisted the Persian invader, must have 
.,., '~'remained unfriendly even after the war was at an end ; while 
,t: the mere occupation of the Persian numerous host must have 
; ,.Jnflicted severe damage both upon Thessaly and Bceotia. At 
,.,~,_the meeting of the Amphiktyonic synod which succeeded the 
~:OA'expulsion of the invaders, a reward was proclaimed for the life 
tl' ·.J>f the Melian Ephialtes, who had betrayM to Xerxes the 
~,} q1ountain-path over <Eta, and thus caused the ruin of Leonidas 
)l'at Thermopyl~. Moreover, if we may trust Plutarch, it was 

.. even proposed by Laced~mon that all the medising Greeks 
\should be expelled from the synod 2-a proposition which the 

·~ more long-sighted views of Themistokles successfully resisted. 
Even the stronger measure of razing the fortifications of all the 
extra-Peloponnesian cities, from fear that they might be used 
to aid some future invasion, had suggested itself to the Lace­
d~monians-as we see from their language on the occasion 
of rebuilding the walls of Athens. In regard to Boeotia, it 
appears that the headship of Thebes as well as the coherence 
of the federation was for the time almost suspended. The 
destroyed towns of Plat~a and Thespi~ were restored, and 
the latter in part repeopled, 8 under Athenian influence. The 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 14. 2 Plutarch, Themistokl. c. 20. 

• See the case of Sikinnus, the person through whom Themistokl@s com­
municated with Xerxes before the battle of Salamis, and for whom he after­
wards procured admission among the batch of newly-introduced citizens at/ 
Thespille (Herodot. viii. 75). 
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general sentiment of Peloponnesus as well as of Athens would · 
have sustained these towns against Thebes, if the latter had 
tried at that time to enforce her supremacy over them in the 
name of "ancient Bceotian right and usage." 1 The The ban 
government was then in discredit for its previous medz'sm- . 
even in the eyes of The bans themselves; 2 while the party · 
opposed to Thebes in the other towns was so powerful, that 
many of them would probably have been severed from the 
federation to become allies of Athens like Plat;:ea, if the inter­
ference of Lacedremon had not arrested such a tendency. 
Lacedremon was in every other part of Greece an enemy to 
organised aggregation of cities, either equal or unequal, and 
was constantly bent on keeping the little autonomous com­
munities separate : 3 whence she sometimes became by accident 
the protector of the weaker cities against compulsory alliance 
imposed upon them by the stronger. Tl:le interest of her own 
ascendency was in this respect arralogous to that of the Persians 
when they dictated the peace of Antalkidas-of the Romans in 
administering their extensive conquests-and of the kings of 
Medireval Europe in breaking the authority of the barons over 
their vassals. But though such was the policy of Sparta else­
where, her fear of Athens, which grew up during the ensuing11 , 
twenty years, made her act differently in regard to Bceotia.'J\' t 
She had no other means of maintaining that country as her'("'" 
own ally and as t~e enemy of Athens, except by organising th~ 
federation effectively, and strengthening the authority of Thebes.~' 
It is to this revolution in Spartan politics that Thebes owed V 
the recovery of her ascendency 4-a revolution so conspicuously~~ 
marked, that the Spartans even aided in enlarging her circuit;;,. 
and improving her fortifications. It was not without difficulty {( 
that she maintained this position even when recovered, against 
the dangerous neighbourhood of Athens-a circumstance 
which made her not only a vehement partisan of Sparta, but 
even more furiously anti-Athenian than Sparta, down to the 
close of the Peloponnesian war. 

The revolution, just noticed, in Spartan politics towards 
Bceotia, did not manifest itself until about twenty years after 
the commencement of the Athenian maritime confederacy. 
During the course of those twenty years, we know that Sparta 

1 Til. rwv Bo<wrwv 1rci.rp<a-r/i l<o<V/i rwv 1rci.vrwv Bo<wrwv 1rcf.rp<a (ThUC}'d, 
iii. 6r-65). 2 Thucyd. iii. 62. 

3 See among many other evidences, the remarkable case of the Olynthian 
confederacy (Xenophon, Hellen. v. 2, r6). 

' Diodor. xi. 8 I ; Justin, iii. 6. 
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had had more than one battle to sustain in Arcadia, against 

, the towns and villages of that country, in which she came ;;V, forth victorious : but we have no particulars respecting these 
1~ incidents. We also know that a few years after the Persian 
.,t(._ invasion, the inhabitants of Elis concentrated themselves from 
~~~~~any dispersed townships into t~e one. mai~ city of Elis : 1 and 
~ 1t seems probable that Lepreum m Tnphyha, and one or two 

of the towns of Achaia, were either formed or enlarged by a 
similar process near about the same time.2 Such aggregation 
of towns out of pre-existing separate villages was not conform­
able to the views, nor favourable to the ascendency of Lace­
doemon. But there can be little doubt that her foreign policy 
after the Persian invasion was both embarrassed and discredited 
by the misconduct of her two contemporary kings, Pausanias 
(who though only regent was practically equivalent to a king) 
and Leotychides-not to mention the rapid development of 
Athens and Pdr<:eus. · 

'Moreover, in the year B.c. 464 (the year preceding the 
surrender of Thasos to the Athenian armament), a misfortune 
o[ yet more terrific moment befell Sparta. A violent earth­

ljj}uake took place in the immediate neighbourhood of Sparta 
, jtself, destroying a large portion of the town, and a vast 
t number of lives, many of them Spartan citizens. It was the 
~~·"'judgement of the earth-shaking god Poseido~ (according to the 
. ll.~iew of the Lacedoemonians themselves) for a recent violation 
1~., of his sanctuary at Trenarus, from whence certain suppliant 
r ~ • Helots had been dragged away not long before for punish­
V ment: 3-not improbably some of those Helots whom Pausanias 

had instigated to revolt. The sentiment of the Helots, at all 
times one of enmity towards their masters, appears at this 
moment to have been unusually inflammable : so that an 
earthquake at Sparta, especially an earthquake construed as 
divine vengeance for Helot blood recently spilt, was sufficient 
to rouse many of them at once into revolt, together with some 
even of the Periceki. The insurgents took arms and marched 
directly upon Sparta, which they were on the point of master­
ing during the first moments of consternation, had not the 
bravery and presence of mind of the young king Archidamus 
reanimated the surviving citizens and repelled the attack. But 
though repelled, the insurgents were not subdued. They 
maintained the field against the Spartan force, sometimes with 

1 Diodor. xi. 54; Strabo, viii. p. 337· 
2 Strabo, viii. pp. 337, 348, 356. 
3 Thucyd. i. IOI-128; Diodor. xi. 62. 
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considerable advantage, since Aeimnestus (the warrior by 
whose hand Mardonius had fallen at Plat~a) was defeated and 
slain with 300 followers in the plain of Stenyklerus, over­
powered by superior numbers.! When at length defeated, 
they occupied and fortified the memorable hill of !thorne, the 
ancient citadel of their Messenian forefathers. Here they made 
a long and obstinate defence, supporting themselves doubtless 
by incursions throughout Laconia. Defence indeed was not..._,. 
difficult, seeing that the Laced~monians were at that time con-? 
fessedly incapable of assailing even the most imperfect species~ 
of fortification. After the siege had lasted some two or three,..~; 
years, without any prospect of success, the Laced~monians, ,.-o/1 
beginning to despair of their own sufficiency for the under- Y 1,( 
taking, invoked the aid of their various allies, among whom we~· 
find specified the £ginetans, the Athenians, and the Plat~ans. 2 V, 
The Athenian troops are .said to have con~isted.of.4ooo me?•t1' 
unde.r the command o~ Kim~m; Athens bemg strll mcluded m l'-~v­
the hst of Laced~moman alhes. .. · ~,..,. 

So imperfect were the means of attacking walls at that day, 
even for the most intelligent Greeks, that this increased force 
made no immediate impression on the fortified hill of !thOrne. 
And when the Laced~monians saw that their Athenian allies 
were not more successful than they had been themselves, they 
soon passed from surprise into doubt, mistrust, and apprehension. 
The troops had given no ground for such a feeling, while 
Kimon their general was notorious for his attachment to Sparta. , 
Yet the Laced~monians could not help suspecting the ever- .'N 
wake:"ul energy and ambition of these Ionic strangers whom¥-~ 
they had introduced into the interior of Laconia. Calling to )i~ 
mind their own promise-though doubtless a secret promise-!;). 
to invade Attica not long before, for the benefit of the Thasians.....-,.v 
-they even began to fear that the Athenians might turn II" :,. 
against them, and listen to solicitations for espousing the~1 

cause of the besieged. Under the influence of such appre­
hensions, they dismissed the Athenian contingent forthwith, on 
pretence of having no further occasion for them; while all the 
other allies were retained, and the siege or blockade went on 
as before.s 

t Herodot. ix. 64-. 
' Thucyd. i. 102; iii. 54 ; iv. 57· 
3 Thucyd. i. 102. Ti)V !-'~" {nrDlyia:v o·', ~'IAOVV'TES, •l ... &v'TES ~~ lin ovli€v 

1rpocrBfov-ra' a.VTiiJY t·n. 
Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. Hellen. ann. 464-461 B.C.) following Plutarch, 

recognises two Lacedremonian requests to Athens, and two Athenian expe­
ditions to the aid of the Spartans, both under Kim on ; the first in 4-64 B. c., 
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_/ This dismissal, ungracious in the extreme, and probably 

.,t1~endered even more offensive by the habitual roughness of 
·~ 'Spartan dealing, excited the S!I.:£.ngest e~~speration both among 
,.,• the Athenian soldiers andthe Athenian people-an exaspera­
; • tion heightened by circumstances immediately preceding. For 

..1' the resolution to send auxiliaries ·into Laconia, when the 

<:-immediately on the happening of the earthquake and consequent revolt 
,•-the second in 461 B.C., after the war had lasted some time. 
~ In my judgement, there is no ground for supposing more than one appli­

cation made to Athens, and one expedition. The duplication has arisen 
from Plutarch, who has construed too much as historical reality the comic 

1 exaggeration of Aristophanes (Aristoph. Lysistrat. II38; Plutarch, Kimon, 
r6). The heroine of the latter, Lysistrata, wishing to make peace between 
the Lacedremonians and Athenians, and reminding each of the services 
which they had received from the other, might permit herself to say to 
the Lacedremonians-" Your envoy Perikleidas came to Athens, pale with 
terror, and put himself as a suppliant at the altar to entreat our help as a 
matter of life and death, while Poseidon was still shaking the earth and 
the l\Iessenians were pressing you hard : then Kimon with 4000 hoplites 
went and achieved your complete salvation." This is all very telling and 
forcible, as a portion of the Aristophanic play, but there is no historical 
truth in it except the fact of an application made and an expedition sent in 
consequence. 

We know that the earthquake took place at tlJe time when the siege of 
Thasos was yet going on, because it was the reason which prevented the 
Lacedremonians from aiding the besieged by an invasion of Attica. But 
Kimon commanded at the siege of Thasos (Plutarch, Kimon, c. 14), accord­
ingly he could not have gone as commander to Laco!Jia at the time when 
this first expedition is alleged to have been undertaken. 

Next, Thucydides acknowledges no more than one expedition; nor 
indeed does Diodorus (xi. 64), though this is of minor consequence. Now 
mere silence on the part of Thucydides, in reference to the events of a 
period which he only professes to survey briefly, is not always a very forcible 
negative argument. But in this case, his account of the expedition of 461 
B.c., with its very important consequences, is such as to exclude the sup­
position that he knew of any prior expedition, two or three years earlier. 
Had he known of any such, he could not have written the account which 
now stands in his text. He dwells especialiy on the prolongation of the 
war, and on the incapacity of the Lacedremonians for attacking walls, as 
the reasons why they invoked the Athenians as well as their other allies : 
he implies that the presence of the latter in Laconia was a new and threaten­
ing incident : moreover, when he tells us how much the Athenians were 
incensed by their abrupt and mistrustful dismissal, he could not have omitted 
to notice as an aggravation of this feeling, that only two or three years 
before, they had rescued Lacedremon from the brink of ruin. Let us add, 
that the supposition of Sparta, the first military power in Greece, and 
distinguished for her unintermitting discipline, being reduced all at once 
to a condition of such utter helplessness as to owe her safety to foreign 
intervention-is highly improbable in itself; inadmissible except on very 
good evidence. 

For the reasons here stated, I reject the first expedition into Laconia 
mentioned in Plutarch. 
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Lacedremonians first applied for them, had not been taken 
without considerable debate at Athens. The party of Perikles 
and Ephialtes, habitually in opposition to Kimon, and partisans 
of the forward democratical movement, had strongly dis­
countenanced it, and conjured their countrymen not to assist 
in renovating and strengthening their most formidable rival. 
Perhaps the previous engagement of the Lacedremonians to 
invade Attica on behalf of the Thasians may have become 
known to them, though not so formally as to exclude denial. 
And even supposing this engagement to have remained 
unknown at that time to every one, there were not wantiqg 
other grounds to render the policy of refusal plausible. But • 
Kimon-with an earnestness which even the philo-Laconian 
Kritias afterwards characterised as a sacrifice of the grandeur • 
of Athens to the advantage of Lacedremon 1-employed all his 
credit and influence in seconding the application. The main­
tenance of alliance with Sparta on equal footing-peace among 
the great powers of Greece and common war against Persia­
together with the prevent:on of all further democratical changes 
in At1lens-were "fh_li ~~g_points oCliis-poiiticai creed. 
As yet~ -botn-liis -personal and politicallisceridency were 
predominant over his opponents. As yet, there was no mani­
fest conflict, which had only just begun to show itself in the 
case of Thasos, between the maritime power of Athens and the 
union of land-foree under Sparta : and Kimon could still treat 
both of these ph::enomena as coexisting necessities of Hellenic 
well-being. Though noway distinguished as a speaker, he 
carried with him the Athenian assembly by appealing to a 
large and generous patriotism, which forbade them to permit 
the humiliation of Sparta. "Consent not to see Bellas lamed 
of one leg and Athens drawing without her yoke-fellow;" 2-

such was his language, as we learn from his friend and com­
panion the Chian poet Ion : and in the lips of Kimon it 
proved effective. It is a speech of almost melancholy interest, 
since ninety years passed over before such an appeal was ever 
again addressed to an Athenian assembly.3 The despatch of 
the auxiliaries was thus dictated by a generous sentiment, to 
the disregard of what might seem political prudence. And we 
may imagine the violent reaction which took place in Athenian 

1 Plutarch, Kimon. c. 16. 
~ Plutarch, Kimon, c. 16. '0 a· "Ic.w &:rrop.V'flp.Ov<6ft rail rov li.O')IOV, ;; 

p.J.li.<O''Ta 'TOVs 'A9'f/Va{ovs iK[V'f/0'<, 7rapaKall.wv p.'qT< T~JV 'Ell.ll.cfoa XWll.~v, p.~r< 
'T~V 'II'OAIV hepo(v')la, 7r<p«1Jiiv ')IE')IEV'f/P,,V'f/V. 

3 See Xenophon, Hellenic. vi. 3-about 372 B.c.-a little before the 
battle of Leuktra. 
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feeling, when the Lacedremonians repaid them by singling out 
their troops from all the other allies as objects of insulting 
suspicion. We may imagine the triumph of Perikles and 
Ephialtes, who had opposed the mission-and the vast loss of 
influence to Kimon, who had brought it about-when Athens 
received again into her public assembly the hoplites sent back 
from IthOme. 
\ I Both in the internal constitution, indeed (of which more 
pJ"esently );-am:t"ibt1ie exten1afpQ1ic;y, o.( Athens, the dismissal 

. of these soldiei'Swas pregnant with results. The Athenians 
immediately passed a formal resolution to renounce the alliance. 

~etween themselves and Lacedremon against the Persians. They /' 
~.gb:i more : they looked out for land-enemies of Lacedremon/ 
~with whom to ally themselves.) 
')'" Of these by far the first, both in Hellenic rank and in real 
' power, was Argos. That city, neutral during the Persian 
)~invasion, had now recovered the effects of the destructive 
/,defeat suffered about thirty years before from the Spartan king 

Kleomenes. The sons of the ancient citizens had grown to 
, manhood, and the temporary predominance of the Peric:eki, 

1 acquired in consequence of the ruinous loss of citizens in that 
,. defeat, had been again put down. In the neighbourhood of 

~
gos, and dependent upon it, were situated Mykenre, Tiryns, 
d Midea-small in power and importance, but rich in 

~ythical renown. Disdaining the inglorious-example of Argos 
at the period of danger, these towns had furnished contingents 

,A ·both to Thermopylre and Platrea, which their powerful neigh­
bour had been unable either to prevent at the time or to 
avenge afterwards, from fear of the intervention of Lacedremon. 
But so soon as the latter was seen to be endangered and 
occupied at home, with a formidable Messenian revolt, 
the Argeians availed themselves of the opportunity to attack 
not only Mykenre and Tiryns, but also Ornere, Midea, and 
other semi-dependent towns around them. Several of these 
were reduced; and the inhabitants, robbed of their autonomy, 
were incorporated with the domain of Argos: but the Myke­
nreans, partly from the superior gallantry of their resistance, 
partly from jealousy of their mythical renown, were either sold 
as slaves or driven into banishment.1 Through these victories 
Argos was now more powerful than ever, and the propositions 

1 Diodor. xi. 65 ; Strabo, viii. p. 372; Pausan. ii. I6, I7, 25. Diodorus 
places this incident in 468 B. c. : but as it undoubtedly comes after the earth­
quake at Sparta, we must suppose it to have happened about 463 B.C. See 
Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fasti Hellenici, Appendix, 8. 
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of alliance made to her by Athens, while strengthening both 
the two against Laced3:!mon, opened to her a new chance 
of recovering her lost headship in Peloponnesus. The Thes­
salians became members of this new alliance, which was a 
defensive alliance against Laced3:!mon : and hopes were doubt- . 
less entertained of drawing in some of the habitual allies of the. ', 
latter. I. 

The new character which Athens had thus assumed, as a 
competitor for landed alliances not less than for maritime y{ 
ascendency, came opportunely for the protection of the neigh- tJII"'J 
bouring town of Megara. It appears that Corinth, perhaps uJ\Y, 
inst:gated like Argos by the helplessness of the Lacedremonians, ~· 
had been making border encroachments on the one side upon • 
Kleonre-on the other side upon Megara: 1 on which ground ., 
the latter, probably despairing of protection from Laced3:!mon, '-~ 
renounced the Lacedremonian connexion, and obtained per- """J 
mission to enrol herself as an ally of Athens.2 This was an ~ 
acquisition of signal value to the Athenians, since it both ~~ 
opened to them the whole range of territory across the outer1-""

1
1 

Isthmus of Corinth to the interior of the Krissrean Gulf, on ~""J 
which the Megarian port of Peg3:! was situated-and placed ~ 
them in possession of the passes of Mount Geraneia, so that~ 
they could arrest the march of a Peloponnesian army over the~ 
Isthmus, and protect Attica from invasion. It was moreover ~~' 
of great importanee in its effects on Grecian politics : for it was 
counted as a wrong by Laced3:!mon, gave deadly offence to the 
Corinthians, and lighted up the flames of war between them 
and Athens; their allies the Epidaurians and JEginetans taking 
their part. Though Athens had not yet been guilty of unjust 
encroachment against any Peloponnesian state, her ambition 
and energy had inspired universal awe; while the maritime 
states in the neighbourhood, such as Corintn,Epidaurus, and 
JEgina, saw these terror-striking qualities threatening them at 
their own doors, through her alliance with Argos and Megara. 
Moreover, it is prooable that the ancient feud between the 
Athenians and JEginetans, though dormant since a little before 
the Persian invasion, had never been appeased or forgotten : 
so that the JEginetans, dwelling within sight of Peir3:!us, were 
at once best able to appreciate, and most likely to dread, the 
enormous maritime power now possessed by Athens. Perikles 
was wont to call JEgina the eyesore of Peir3:!us : 3 but we may 
be sure that Peirreus, grown into a vast fortified port within the 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 17. 
2 Thucyd. i. 103. 8 Plutarch, Perikl@s, c. 8. 
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existing generation, was in a much stronger degree the eyesore 
of JEgina. 

The Athenians were at this time actively engaged in pro­
secuting the war against Persia, having a fleet of no less than 

Vtwo hundred sail, equipped by or from the confederacy 
~\f.,.sllectively, now serving in Cyprus and on the Phrenician 
P" ~~ast. Moreover the revolt of the Egyptians under Inaros 
~ (about 46o B.c.) opened to them new means of action against 
~he Great King. Their fleet, by invitation of the revolters, 
0ailed up the Nile to Memphis, where there seemed at first a 
~ .~ood prospect of throwing off the Persian dominion. Yet in 
,_p. spite of so great an abstraction from their disposable force, their 
'f military operations near home were conducted with unabated 
.t':vigour: and the inscription which remains-a commemoration 
• ~Jof their citizens of the Erechtheid tribe who were slain in one 
t"tand the same year in Cyprus, Egypt, Phrenicia, the Halieis, 
;;-r ' gina, and Megara-brings forcibly before us that energy 

· ch astonished and even alarmed their contemporaries. 
, ~heir first proceedings at Megara were of a nature altogether 
~~o~el, in the existing condition of Greece. It was necessary 

for the Athenians to protect their new ally against the supe­
riority of Peloponnesian land-force, and to ensure a constant 
communication with it by sea. But the city (like most of the 
ancient Hellenic towns) was situated on a hill at some distance 
from the sea, separated from its port Nisrea bJJ a space of nearly 
one mile. One of the earliest proceedings of the Athenians 
was to build two lines of wall, near and parallel to each other, 
connecting the city with Nisrea; so that the two thus formed 
one continuous fortress, wherein a standing Athenian garrison 
was maintained, with the constant means of succour from 
Athens in case of need. These "Long Walls," though after­
wards copied in other places and on a larger scale, were at that 
juncture an ingenious invention, for the purpose of extending 
the maritime arm of Athens to an inland city. 

The first operations of Corinth however were not directed 
against Megara. The Athenians, having undertaken a landing 
in the territory of the Halieis (the population of the southern 

\ Argolic peninsula, bordering on Trrezen and Hermione), were 
A" defeated on land by the Corinthian and Epidaurian forces : 
.,'i possibly it may have been in this expedition that they acquired 
~· possession of Trrezen, which we find afterwards in their de­
_,. .pendence, without knowing when it became so. But in a sea­
s~ fight which took place off the island of Kekryphaleia (between 

.Mgina and the Argolic peninsula) the Athenians gained the 



Proceedings of the Confederacy 409 
victory. After this victory and defeat,-neither of them 
apparently very decisive,-the iEginetans began to take a more 
energetic part in the war, and brought out their full naval force 
together with that of their allies-Corinthians, Epidaurians, and 
other Peloponnesians : while Athens equipped a fleet of corre­
sponding magnitude, summoning her allies also ; though we do ~ 
not know the actual numbers on either side. In the great'\~ 
naval battle which ensued off the island of iEgina, the supe- ~"\ 
riority of the new nautical tactics acquired by twenty years' ~ 
practice of the Athenians since the Persian war-over the old I)J 
Hellenic ships and seamen, as shown in those states where at "' ~ 
the time of the battle of Marathon the maritime strength of 
Greece had resided-was demonstrated by a victory most com­
plete and decisive. The Peloponnesian and Dorian seamen 
had as yet had no experience of the improved seacraft of 
Athens, and when we find how much they were disconcerted with 
it even twenty-eight years afterwards at the beginning of the 
Peloponnesian war, we shall not wonder at its destructive effect 
upon them in this early battle. The maritime power of iEgina 
was irrecoverably ruined. The Athenians captured seventy ships , 
of war, landed a large force upon the island, and commenced t'4 
the siege of the city by land as well as by sea.1 1'-~ 

If the Lacedremonians had not been occupied at home by the ~ ~ 
blockade of IthOme, they would have been probably inducedfOl 
to invade Attica a~ a diversion to the iEginetans; especially as~-­
the Persian Megabazus came to Sparta at this time on the part~.,L 
of Artaxerxes to prevail upon them to do so, in order that the~~ 
Athenians might be constrained to retire from Egypt. This ~ 
Persian brought with him a large sum of money, but was U,..~ 
nevertheless obliged to return without effecting his mission. 2 ~" 
The Corinthians and Epidaurians however, while they carried~ 
to iEgina a reinforcement of 300 hoplites, did their best to aid n' 
her further by an attack upon Megara ; which place, it was <: 
supposed, the Athenians could not possibly relieve without 
withdrawing their forces from !Egina, inasmuch as so many of 
their men were at the same time serving in Egypt. But the 
Athenians showed themselves equal to all these three exigencies 
at one and the same time-to the great disappointment of their 
enemies. Myronides marched from Athens to ~1:egara at the 
head of the citizens in the two extremes of military age, old and 
young; these being the only troops at home. He fought the 
Corinthians near the town, gaining a slight, but debateable, 

1 Thucyd. i. ros; Lysias, Orat. Funebr. c. ro ; Diodor. xi. 78. 
a Thucyd. i. 109. 
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advantage, which he commemorated by a trophy, as soon as 
the Corinthians had returned home. But the latter, when they 
arrived at home, were so much reproached by their own old 
citizens, for not having vanquished the refuse of the Athenian 
military force, 1 that they returned back at the end of twelve 
days and erected a trophy on their side, laying claim to a 
victory in the past battle. The Athenians, marching out of 
Megara, attacked them a seconu--time; and gained on this 
occa.Sion a decisive victory. The defeated Corinthians were 
still more unfortunate 1n their retreat ; for a body of them, 
missing their road, became entangled in a space of private 
ground enclosed on every side by a deep ditch, and having 
only one narrow entrance. Myr6nides, detecting this fatal 
mistake, planted his hoplites at the entrance to prevent their 
escape, and then surrounded the enclosure with his light­
armed troops, who with their missile weapons slew all the 
Corinthian hoplites, without possibility either of flight or resist­
ance. The bulk of the Corinthian army effected their retreat, 
but the destruction of this detachment was a sad blow to the 
city.2 • 

Splendid as the success of the Athenians had been during 
•'this year, both on land and at sea, it was easy for them to 
foresee that the power of their enemies would presently be 
augmented by the Lacedremonians taking the field. Partly on 
this account-partly also from the more ~nergetic phase of 
democracy, and the long-sighted views of Perikles, which were 

..h now becoming ascendant in the city-the Athenians began the 
"v stupendous undertaking of connecting Athens with the sea by 
~ means of long walls. The idea of this measure had doubtless 
/\.been first suggested by the recent erection of long walls, though 

~ rf' for so much smaller a distance, between Megara and Nisrea: 
I"J~ for without such an intermediate stepping-stone, the project 

"''f,a wall forty stadia (=about d Engl. miles) to join Athens 
'If~ with Peirreus, and another wall of thirty-five stadia (=nearly 

~.,. J. "\ Engl. miles) to join it with Phalerum, would have appeared 
~ extravagant even to the sanguine temper of Athenians-as it 
~~certainly would have seemed a few years earlier to Themistokles 

-:;"">. l Lysias, Orat. Funebr. c. ro. ~vlKwl' p.aXOiJ-El'OL Cl:zra<TaV 'T~V a&vaiJ-LV ... ~., 
I ff lKe{vwv Tois 1j51J a:zretp1JKO<TL JCaJ .,-ois olf1rw 5uvap.eVOLS, &c. 
I"' The incident mentioned by Thucydid~s about the Corinthians, that the 

old men of their own city were so indignant against them on their return, 
is highly characteristic of Grecian manners-JCaKt(&,uevo< {nro .,.r;,., ~v .,-ij 
7rOll.e< 7rpeu/3vrlpwv, &c. ' 

2 Thucyd. i. ro6. ...&.8os p.€ra 'TOVTo Kopw8lots ~"fEVETo. Compare Diodor. 
xi. 78, 79-whose chronology however is very misleading. 
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himself. Coming as an immediate sequel of great recent 
victories, and while LEgina, the great Dorian naval power, was 
prostrate and under blockade, it excited the utmost alarm~JI!~ 
among the Peloponnesians-being regarded as the second . ~ 
great stride,1 at once conspicuous and of lasting effect, intJ>¥1 Athenian ambition, next to the fortification of Peirreus. ,f 

But besides this feeling in the bosom of enemies, the measure -Jr. 
was also interwoven with th~Qrmi,dabJe content~on of political 1 ~ 
partie.:_ the~&oing_ on_ at _At~ens. K,imQ_n had been rec~nt:y 1 
osfracrseG; ana ffie democratrca1 movement pressed by Penklesr.rj 
and Ephialtes (of which more presently) was in its full tide of 
success; yet not without a violent and unprincipled opposition 
on the part of those who supported the existing constitution. 
Now the long walls formed a part of the foreign policy of 
Perikles, continuing on a gigantic scale the plans of Themi­
stokles, when he first schemed the Peirreus. They were framed 
to render Athens capable of carrying on war against any 
superiority of landed attack, and of bidding defiance to the 
united force of Peloponnesus. But though thus calculated 
for contingencies which a long-sighted man might see gathering 
in the distance, the new walls were, almost on the same 
grounds, obnoxious to .a considerable number of Athenians: 
to the party recently headed by Kimon, who were attached to 
the Lacedremonian connexion, and desired above all things 
to maintain peace• at home, reserving the energies of the state 
for anti-Persian enterprise: to many landed proprietors in 
Attica, whom they seemed to threaten with approaching in­
vasion and destruction of their territorial possessions : to the 
rich men and aristocrats of Athens, averse to a still closer con­
tact and amalgamation with the maritime multitude in Peirreus : 
lastly, perhaps, to a certain vein of old Attic feeling, which 
might look upon the junction of Athens with the separate demes 
of Peira:us and Phalerum as effacing the special associations 
connected with the holy rock of Athene. When to all these 
grounds of opposition, we add, the expense and trouble of the 
undertaking itself, the interference with private property, the 
peculiar violence of party which happened then to be raging, 
and the absence of a large proportion of military· citizens in 
Egypt-we shall hardly be surprised to find that the projected 
long walls brought on a risk of the most serious character both 

1 Kal T6Jv0e Vp.e'is a1Ttot, "T& 'TE 'Trpid-rov l&lTaV'res ab'Tobs T1JV 1r&Atv p.eTd. Tel 

M711luca Kpo.Tvvo.<, Ko.l iiunpov Ttt p.o.Kpa <TT~O"o.< TElx11-is the language ad­
dressed by the Corinthians to the Spartans, in reference to Athens, a little 
before the Peloponnesian war (Thucyd. i. 6g). 
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for Athens and her democracy. If any further proof were 
wanting of the vast importance of these long walls, in the eyes 

l both of friends and of enemies, we might find it in the fact that 
their destruction was the prominent mark of Athenian humilia­
tion after the battle of JEgospotami, and their restoration the 
immediate boon of Pharnabazus and Konon after the victory 
of Knidus. 

Under the influence of the alarm now spread by the pro­
ceedings of Athens, the Laceda:monians were prevailed upon 
to undertake an expedition out of Peloponnesus, although the 
Helots in ItMme were not yet reduced· to surrender. Their 
force consisted of rsoo troops of their own, and ro,ooo of their 

.~:,Various allies, under the regent Nikomedes. The ostensible 
,? motive, or the pretence, fgr tlJ.is march, was . the~ protection of 
,. the little territory of R.9ris . .2g~igst .t~~ J'hokians, who had 
~·recently invaded it and taken one of its three towns. The 
%~ere approach of so large a force immediately compelled the 
9f'"Phokians to relinquish their conquest, but it was soon seen 

Vthat this was only a small part of the objects of Sparta, and 
;.f.. ~t her main _p~o~~-un<;ler_instigation_s>f_the Corinthians,· 
1~ was, to arreSt the aggrandisement of Athens. It could not 
Jv" escape the penetration of Corinth,- thaCtlie. Athenians might 

presently either enlist or constrain the towns of Bceotia inro 
their alliance, as they had recently acquired Megara, in addition 
to their previous ally Plata:a : for the BceotiatJ. federation was at 
this time much disorganised, and Thebes, its chief, had never 
recovered her ascendency since the discredit of her support 
lent to the Persian invasion. \To strengthen Thebes and to 
render her ascendency effective over the Bceotian cities, was 
the best way of providing a neighbour at once powerful and 
hostile to the Ath~nians, so as to prevent their further aggrand­
isement by land: it was th~~~~ ~cy_ a~. _Epaminondas 

~ 'p_ursued eighty years afterwards, in organising Arcadia and 
· '/Messeneagaii1stSj5arta:- -Accordingly the Peloponnesian force 
/ was now employed partly in enlarging and strengthening the 

fortifications of Thebes herself, partly in constraining the other 
Bceotian cities into effective obedience to her supremacy; prob­
ably by placing their governments in the hands of citizens of 
known oligarchical politics, 1 and perhaps banishing suspected 
opponents. To this scheme the Thebans lent themselves with 
earnestness; promising to keep down for the future their border 

1 Diodor. xii. Sr; Justin, iii. 6. T~s ,u<v -row 01)/3alwv 1rOl\ews ,uel(ova 
,-b• wepl/3oll.ov KC<TE<TKEuauav, T<h 3' iv Bo<wTl<f ?rOli.EIS -i!v&.')IK«rrav {nroT&.TT<rr9a• 
Yo'is ®71/:1alo:r. 
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neighbours, so as to spare the necessity of armies coming from 
Sparta.1 •• • 

But there was also a further desi~n,_~!llore im2ortant~'\1 ' 
in co!ltemE_latiOnoy the -~ill._<j.ns ari C0ri!illi1ans. The o1i~ 

/garch1cal opposition~af _AJ.hen. s wer~ so bitte-rly.· hos.tile'to the~<f 
Long· Wa1fs, to-penffis, and to the democrat1cal movement, J 
that several of them opened a secret n~o_!_iatiQ_n __ with the 
Pelopo~an Jea.der~; _mvidng them iii to Attica, and entreat-~ 
ing their aid in an internal rising for the purpose not only of: ~I 
putting a stop to the Long Walls, but also of subverting the '\Jf" 
democracy.} The Peloponnesian army, while prosecuting its f.t~ 
operationsAn Bceotia, waited in hopes of seeing the Athenian~ 
malcontents in arms, and encamped at Tanagra on the very . 
borders of Attica for the purpose of immediate co-operation~ 
with them. The juncture was undoubtedly one of much"· 
hazard for Athens, especially as the ostracised Kim on and his~ 
remaining friends in the city were suspected of being implicated ~ 
in the conspiracy. But the Athenian leaders, aware of the ~~ 
Lacedremonian operations in Bceotia, knew also what wastp V: 
meant by the presence of the army on their immediate borders v.' 
-and took decisive measures to avert the danger. Having 
obtained a reinforcement of rooo Argeians and some Thessalian 
horse, they marched out to Tanagra, with the full Athenian 
force then at home; which must of course have consisted 
chiefly of the oldt and the young, the same who had fought 
under Myronides at Megara; for the blockade of JEgina was 
still going on. Nor was it possible for the Lacedremonian 
army to return into Peloponnesus without fighting; for the 
Athenians, masters of the Megarid, were in possession of the 
difficult high lands of Geraneia, the road of march along the 
isthmus; while the Athenian fleet, by means of the harbour of ~ 
Pegre, was prepared to intercept them if they tried to come by tJ 
sea across the Krissrean Gulf, by which way it would appear ~~ 
that they had come out. Near Tanagra a bloody battle took~ l" 
place between the two annTes, wherein the Lacedremonians ~~ 
were victorious, chiefly from the desertion of the Thessalian" , 
horse who passed over to them in the very heat of the engage- ~ 
ment.2 But though the advantage was on their side, it was '\­
not sufficiently decisive to favour the contemplated rising in 
Attica. Nor did the Peloponnesians gain anything by it except 

1 Diodor. l. c. It must probably be to the internal affairs of Bceotia, 
somewhere about this time, full as they were of internal dissension, that the 
dictum and simile of Periklesallude-which Aristotle notices in his Rhetoric. 
iii. .f, .l. 2 Thucyd. i. 107. 
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an undisturbed retreat over the high lands of Geraneia, after 
having partially ravaged the Megarid. 

\'.. Though the battle of Tanagra was a defeat, yet there were 
:.." circumstances connected with it which rendered its effects 
f · highly beneficial to Athens. The ostracised Kim on presented 

}himself on the field, as soon as the army had passed over the 
·~.,1 boundaries of Attica, requesting to be allowed to occupy his 
~ .. ..;tation as a hoplite and fight in the ranks of his tribe-the 
~:~neis. But such was the belief, entertained by the members 
/'of the senate and by his political enemies present, that he 
• .(-'was an accomplice in the conspiracy known to be on foot, that 
~ L permission was refused and he was forced to retire. In de­
.r parting he conjured his personal friends, Euthippus (of the 
.,rdeme Anaphlystus) and others, to behave in such a manner 

!I as might wipe away the stain resting upon his fidelity, and in 
part also upon theirs. His friends retained his panoply and 
assigned to it the station in the ranks which he would himself 
have occupied: they then entered the engagement with des­
perate resolution, and one hundred of them fell side by side 
in their ranks. Perikles, on his part, who was present among 
the hoplites of his own tribe the Akamantis, aware of this 
application and repulse of Kimon, thought it incumbent upon 
him to display not merely his ordinary personal courage, but an 
unusual recklessness of life and safety, though it happened that 
he escaped unwounded. All these incidenti brought about a 
generous sympathy and spirit of compromise among the con­
tending parties at Athens ; while the unshaken patriotism of 
Kimon and his friends discountenanced and disarmed those 
conspirators who had entered into correspondence with the 
enemy, at the same time that it roused a r~pentant admiration 
towards the ostracised leader himself. Such was the happy 
working of this new sentiment that a decree was shortly pro­
posed and carried-proposed too by-Perikles himself-to 
abridge the ten years of Kimon's ostracism, and permit his 
immediate return.1 We may recollect that under circum­
stances partly analogous, Themistokles had himself proposed the 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 14 ; Perikl~s, c. ro. Plutarch represents the 
Athenians as having recalled Kimon from fear of the Lacedremonians who 
had just beaten them at Tanagra, and for the purpose of procuring peace. 
He adds that Kimon obtained peace for them forthwith. Both these asser­
tions are incorrect. The extraordinary successes in Bceotia, which followed 
so quickly after the defeat at Tanagra, show that the Athenians were under 
no impressions of fear at that juncture, and that the recall of Kimon pro­
ceeded from quite different feelings. Moreover the peace with Sparta was 
not made till some years afterwards. . 
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restoration of his rival Aristeides from ostracism, a little before. Jf 
the battle of Salamis :I and in both cases, the suspension ofv , 
enmity between the two leaders was partly the sign, partly also ",A 
the auxiliary cause, of reconciliation and renewed fraternity~':. 
among the general body of citizens. It was a moment ana-~ 
logous to that salutary impulse of compromise, and harmony of .;.'A 
parties, which fo~lowed the extinction of the Oli~archy of ~o~r ;;,.. 
Hundred, forty-six years afterwards, and on which Thucydides ..,\ · 
dwells emphatically as the salvation of Athens in her distress-
a moment rare in free communities generally, not less than among 
the jealous competitors forpolitical ascendency at Athens.2 

. So powerful was this burst of fresh patriotism and unanimity 
1 Plutnrch, Themistokles, c. 10. 
2 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 17; Perikles, c. 10 ; Thucyd. viii. 97· Plutarch 

observes, respecting this reconciliation of parties after the battle of Tanagra, 
after having mentioned that Perikles himself proposed the restoration of 
Kimon-

OiJT"' TOTe 'lrOALT<Ka.l p.~v i)cra.v a.i liLa.cJ>opa.l, p.ITpLoL 3~ ol 8up.ol tca.l 'lrpbs Tb 
KowOv el1a.v&.KA1JTO' <ruJ.lcpEpov, 7} 3E <PLl\.OTLp.la 1rt!vTwv E1rLKpa:roiJaa; -r~v 1ra.8~v 
Tois 'Tijs 'lra.Tpllios t,,,.Xcr,P., Ka.Lpois. 

Which remarks are very analogous to those of Thucydid~s in recounting 
the memorable proceedings of the year 411 B.c., after the deposition of the 
oligarchy of Four Hundred (Thucyd. viii. 97). 

Kal obx ~I<L<TTa lit) Tbv 'lrPWTOV xp6vov ~ ... ( -ye ip.ov 'A8'l)VaioL cpalvovTaL EO 
'lrOALTevcravTes· p.eTpla -yap ~ Te is '!"ovs lJ;~,l')'ous Kal Tovs 'lrOAAOVs ~V')'tcpacr•s 
~')'Eve-ro, ""1 €JC 1rDIITJpfi)JI 'Ti;JJJ wpa"'(p.&-rCIJJI ')'Evop.Evwv 'TDV'To wpW-rov &.v~VE')'I!E T~JV 
'lrOALV. Dr. Arnold s~s in his note-" It appears that the constitution as 
now fixed was at first, in the opinion of Thucydid~s, the best that Athens 
had ever enjoyed within his memory; that is, the best since the complete 
ascendency of the democracy effected under Perikl~s. But how long a period 
is meant to be included by the words Tbv wpwTov xp&vov, and when and how 
did the implied change take place? Tbv 'lrfWTov xp&vov can hardly apply to 
the whole remaining term of the war, as if this improved constitution had 
been first subverted by the triumph of the oligarchy under the Thirty, and 
then superseded by the restoration of the old democracy after their over­
throw. Yet Xenophon mentions no intermediate change in the government 
between the beginning of his history and the end of the war," &c. 

I think that die words •il 'lrOALTevuavns are understood by Dr. Arnold in 
a sense too special and limited-as denoting merely the new constitution, or 
positive organic enactments, which the Athenians now introduced, It 
appears to me that the words are of wider import; meaning the general 
temper of political parties both reciprocally towards each other and towards 
the commonwealth ; their inclination to relinquish antipathies, to accom­
modate points of difference, and to co-operate with each other heartily against 
the enemy, suspending those l/ilas cJ>LAOTLp.las, liHas tiLai'Jo;l.il.s 'lr<pl Tijs Tov 
o~p.ov 'lrpOcr'Tu.crlas (ii. 6 5) noticed as having been so mischievous before. 
Of course any constitutional arrangements introduced at such a period would 
partake of the moderate and harmonious spirit then prevalent, and would 
therefore form a part of what is commended by Thucydid~s: but his com­
mendation is not confined to them specially. Compare the phrase ii. 37· 
fii.Ev8epws lie Td. 'TE 'lrpbs Tb KOLPbv 'lrOALTfVOp.EV1 &c. 
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after the battle of Tanagra, which produced the recall of Kimon 

,and appears to have overlaid the pre-existing conspiracy, that 
the Athenians were quickly in a condition to wipe off the stain 

f their defeat. It was on the sixty-second day after the battle 
hat they undertook an aggressive march under Myronides into 

\ :§feotia: the extreme precision of this date-being the single case 
~roughout the summary of events between the Persian and 
~ }'eloponnesian wars wherein Thucydides is thus precise-marks 
·.,r.~ow strong an impression it made upon the memory of the 
·~?~thenians. At the battle of CEnophyta, engaged against the 
.t aggregate Theban and Bceotian forces-or, if Diodorus is to 
I' be trusted, in two battles, of which that of CEnophyta was the 
r;. • last-M yronides \yas_ <;:g!.l.!J?letely -:ictorious. The Athenians 
~ became n1asters of Thebes as well as of the remaining Bceotian 
(tJ' towns; reversing all the arrangements recently made by Sparta 
~:n ~establishing democratical governments-and forcing the 
I' aristocratical leaders, favourable to Theban ascendency and 

Laced::emonian connexion, to become exiles. Nor was it only 
Bceotia which the Athenians thus acquired : Phokis and Lokris 
were both successively added to the list of their dependent 
allies-the former being in the main friendly to Athens and 
not disinclined to the change, while the latter were so decidedly 
hostile that one hundred of their chiefs were detained and sent 
to Athens as hostages. The Athenians thus extended their 
influence-maintained through internal 1>arty-management, 
backed by the dread of interference from without in case of 
need-from the borders of the Corinthian territory, including 
both Megara and Peg::e, to the strait of Thermopyl::e.l 

• These important acquisitions were soon crowned by the 
(completion of the Long Walls and the conquest of .iEgina. 
1 ~That island, doubtless starved out by its protracted blockade, 
"!' "was forced to capitulate on condition of destroying its fortifica- \ 

1 tions, surrendering all its ships of war, and submitting to annual 
~~ tribute as a dependent ally of Athens. The reduction of this 
~once powerful maritime city marked Athens as mistress of the 
;.r. sea on the Peloponnesian coast not less than on the .iEgean. 
~ .J J--Ier admiral Tolmides displayed her strength by sailing round 
r jfeloponnesus, and even by the insult of burning the Laced::e­
~onian ports of l\.fethone and of Gythium. He took Chalkis, 
f a possession of the Corinthians, and N~upaktus belonging to 

1e Ozolian Lokrians, near the mouth of the Corinthian Gulf­
isembarked troops near Sikyon, with some advantage in a 
attle against opponents from that town-and either gained 

1 Thucyd. i. roS; Diodor. xi. Sr, 82. 
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or forced into the Athenian alliance not only Zakynthus and~.{ 
Kephallenia, but also some of the towns of Achaia; for we after-'f\. J 
wards find these latter attached to Athens without knowing~· 
when the connexion began.1 During the ensuing year the -./ 
Athenians renewed their attack upon Sikyon, with a force of t 

IOOo hoplites under Perikles himself, sailing from the Megarian • f~' 
harbo~,;r of .Pega! in the Krissa!an Gulf. This et?i?ent man, :'~~ 
however, gamed no greater advantage than Tolm1des-defeat- ~,.,. 
ing the Sikyonian forces in the field and driving them within J.. w 
their walls. He afterwards made an expedition into Akarnania, '\ 
taking the Acha!an allies in addition to his own forces, but mis- ··-; 
carried in his attack on illniadre and accomplished nothing. 
;s-or were the Athenians more successful in a march undertaken 
this same year against Thessaly, for the purpose of restoring 
Orestes, one of the exiled princes or nobles of Pharsalus. , -
Though they took with them an imposing force, including their·. 
Bceotian and Phokian allies, the powerful Thessalian cavalry ·" 
forced them to keep in a compact body and confined them to 
the ground actually occupied by their hoplites: while all their 
attempts against the city failed, and their hopes of internal 
rising were disappointed.~ 

Had the Athenians succeeded in Thessaly, they would have 
acquired to their alliance nearly the whole of extra-Pelopon­
nesian Greece. But even without Thessaly their power was 
prodigious, and lfttd now attained a maximum height from 
which it never varied except to decline. As a counterbalancing 
loss against so many successes, we have to reckon their ruinous 
defeat in Egypt, after a war of six years against the Persians 
(B.c. 460-455). At first they had gained brilliant advantages, 
in conjunction with the insurgent prince Inar6s ; expelling the 
Persians from all Memphis except the strongest part called the 
White Fortress. And such was the alarm of the Persian king 
Artaxerxes at the presence of the Athenians in Egypt, that he 
sent Megabazus with a large sum of money to Sparta, in order 
to induce the Laceda!monians to invade Attica. This envoy 
however failed, and an augmented Persian force, being sent to 
Egypt under Megabyzus, son of Zopyrus, 3 drove the Athenians 
and their allies, after an obstinate struggle, out of Memphis into 
the island of the Nile called Prosop!tis. Here they were blocked 
up for eighteen months, until at length Megabyzus turned the 
arm of the river, laid the channel dry, and stormed the island 
by land. A very few Athenians escaped by land to Kyrene : 

l Thucyd. i. ro8-rrs; Diodor. xi. 84. 
2 Thucyd. i. III; Diodor. xi. 85. 3 Herodot. iii. 160. 
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'the rest were either slain or made captive, and Inar6s himself 
was crucified. And the calamity of Athens was further aggra-

i 
vated by the arrival of fifty fresh Athenian ships, which, coming 
after the defeat, but without being aware of it, sailed into the 

~ . .}/ Mendesian branch of the Nile, and thus fell unawares into the 
~"'."power of the Persians and Phcenicians; very few either of the 

Y'\ ~ships or men escaping. The whole of Egypt became again 
· subject to the Persians, except Amyrt::eus, who contrived by 

·.~ · retiring into the inaccessible fens still to maintain his indeper "" 
rf ence. One of the largest armaments ever sent forth by Athe 
) and her confederacy was thus utterly ruined.l 
~ It was about the time of the destruction of the Athenian ar-

1}~"' in Egypt, and of the circumnavigation of Peloponnesus by Tol­
\ ~ mides, that the internal war, carried on by the Laced::emonians 
.f;lj against the Helots or Messenians at Ith6me, ended. These 
tVJ'besieged men, no longer able to stand out against a protracted 
-1. .; blockade, were forced to abandon this last fortress of ancient 
~ "-"u.;rv.tessenian independence, stipulating for a safe retreat from 
[(" Peloponnesus with their wives and families ; with the proviso 

that if any one of them ever returned to Peloponnesus, he 
should become the slave of the first person who seized him. 
They were established by Tolmides at Naupaktus (recently 
taken by the Athenians from the Ozolian Lokrians),2 where 
they will be found rendering good service to Athens in the 
following wars. ., 

After the victory of Tanagra, the Laced::emonians made no 
further expeditions out of Peloponnesus for several succeeding 
years, not even to prevent Bceotia and Phokis from being 
absorbed into the Athenian alliance. The reason of this 
remissness lay, partly, in their general character; partly, in the 
continuance of the siege of !thorne, which occupied them at 
home; but still more, perhaps, in the fact that the Athenians, 
masters of the Megarid, were in occupation of the road over the 
high lands of Geraneia, and could therefore obstruct the march 
of any army out from Peloponnesus. Even after the surrender 

,Y of! thorne, the Laced::emonians remained inactive for three years, 
f' after which time a formal truce was concluded with Athens by 
~ (f'~ Peloponnesians generally, for five years longer.3 This truce 

~ ~~~ 1 Thucyd. i. 104, 109, I zo; Diodor. xi. 77; xii. 3· The story of Dio-
,) orus in the first of these two passages-that most of the Athenian forces 
r were allowed to come back under a favourable capitulation granted by the 

I Persian generals-is contradicted by the total ruin which he himself states 
to have befallen them in the latter passages, as well as by Thucydides. 

2 Thucyd. i. 103 ; Diodor. xi. 84. 
s Thucyd. i. 112. 
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was concluded in a great gegree through the influence of~ 
Kimon,1 who was eager to resume effective operations against{\~.,. 
the Persians ; while it was not less suitable to the political inter- \11'. ~ 
est of Perikles that his most distinguished rival should be absent < 
on foreign service, 2 so as not to interfere with his influence at V. 
home. Accordingly Kimon, having equipped a fleet of 200 6-
triremes from Athens aoo her confederates, set sail for Cyprus, v' ~· 
from wrence he despatched sixty ships to Egypt, at the request~\:. 
of the insurgent prince Amyrt::eus, who was still maintainin~i,l"~ 
himself against the Persians amidst the fens-while with the-\\1-~. 
remaining armament he laid siege to Kitium. In the prosecu- ..{'. 
tion of this siege, he dioo-eii:ner of disease or of a wound.,,.,'¥ 
The armament, unaer ·nis successor Anaxikrates, became so 1 ' 

'embarrassed for want of provisions, that they abandoned tr," 
:the undertaking altogether, and went to fight the Phcenician if<'~ 
and Kilikian fleet near Salamis in Cyprus. They were here V)l' 
victorious, first on sea and afterwards on land, though probably~~ 
not on the same day, as at the Eurymedon; after which theyv.- '' 
returned home, followed by the sixty ships which had gone to %h) 
Egypt for the purpose of aiding Amyrt::eus.3 ;J-' 

\.' 
1 Theopompus, Fragm. 9i, ed. Didot; Plutarch, Kimon, c. IS; Diodor. 

xi. 86. 
It is to be presumed that this is the peace which 1Eschin~s (De Fals. 

Legat. c. 54, p. 300) and Andokid~s (De Pace. c. I) state to have been 
made by \filtiades so~of Kimon, proxenus of the Lacedremonians; assum­
ing that Miltiades son of Kimon is put by them, through lapse of memory, 
for Kimon son of Miltiades. But the passages of these orators involve so 
much both of historical and chronological inaccuracy, that it is unsafe to 
cite them, and impossible to amend them except by conjecture. Mr. Fynes 
Clinton (Fasti Hellen. Appendix, 8, p. 257) has pointed out some of these 
inaccuracies; and there are others besides, not less grave, especially in the 
oration ascribed to Andokides. It is remarkable that both of them seem 
to recognise only two long walls, the northern and the southern wall ; 
whereas in the time of Thucydides there were three long walls: the two 
near and parallel, connecting Athens with Peirreus, and a third connecting 
it with Phalerum. This last was never renewed, after all of them had 
been partially destroyed at the disastrous close of the Peloponnesian war: 
and it appears to have passed out of the recollection of 1Eschines, who 
speaks of the two walls as they existed in his time. 

2 Plutarch, Perikles, c. IO, and Reipublic. Gerend. Prrecep. p. 8I2, 
An understanding to this effect between the two rivals is so natural that 

we need not resort to the supposition of a secret agreement concluded 
between them through the mediation of Elpinike sister of Kimon, which 
Plutarch had read in some authors. The charms as well as the intrigues of 
E:pinike appear to have figured conspicuously in the memoirs of Athenian 
biographers : they were employed by one party as a means of calumniating 
Kimon, by the other for discrediting Perikles. 

s Thucyd. i. 1!2; Diodorus, xii. IJ. Diodorus mentions the name of 
the general Anaxikrates. He affirms further that Kimon lived not only to 
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From this time forward no further operations were undertaken 

by Athens and her confederacy against the Persians. And 
;} it appears that a convention was concluded between them, 
~ ~f whereby the Great King on his part promised two things : To 
•J/Ifeave free, undisturbed, and untaxed, the Asiatic maritime 
~ Greeks, not sending troops within a given distance of the coast : 
,'J •To refrain from sending any ships of war either westward 
;r !/'.of Phaselis (others place the boundary at the Chelidonean 
t' !!islands, rather more to the westward) or within the Kyanean 
~6 ,!?Cks at the confluence of the Thracian Bosphorus with the 
}1f-.t;uxine. On their side the Athenians agreed to leave him in 

~.! undisturbed possession of Cyprus and Egypt. Kallias, an 
~ Athenian of distinguished family, with some others of his 

countrymen, went up to Susa to negotiate this convention: 
and certain envoys from Argos, then in alliance with Athens, 
took the opportunity of going thither at the same time, to renew 
the friendly understanding which their city had established with 
Xerxes at the period of his invasion of Greece. I 

" As is generally the case with treaties after hostility-this 
~ convention did little more than recognise the existing state of 
~·rl things, without introducing any new advantage or disadvantage 

""t.":l: on either side, or calling for any measures to be taken in conse­
r'.:.t quence of it. We may hence assign a reasonable ground for the 

silence of Thucydides, who does not even notice the convention 
\. as having been made : we are to recollectoalways that in the 
~ interval between the Persian and Peloponnesian wars, he does 

Ptake Kitium and Mallus, but also to gain these two victories. But the 
authority of Thucydid@s, superior on every ground to Diodorus, is more 
particularly superior as to the death of Kim on, with whom he was connected 
by relationship. 

1 Herodot. vii. 151 ; Diodor. xii. 3, 4· Demosthen@s (De Falsa Legat. 
c. 77, p. 428 R: compare De Rhodior. Libert. c. 13, p. 199) speaks of 
this peace as T1]v v1ro mi.v-rwv 6pv71.ovp.~vrw elp1JV71"· Compare Lykurgus 
cont. Leokrat. c. 17, p. 187; Isokrat@s (Panegyr. c. 33, 34, p. 244; Areo­
pagitic. c. 37, pp. 150, 229; Panathenaic. c. 20, p. 360). 

The loose language of these orators makes it impossible to determine 
what was the precise limit in respect of vicinity to the coast. Isokrat@s is 
careless enough to talk of the river Halys as the boundary ; Demosthenes 
states it as "a day's course for a horse." 

The two boundaries marked by sea, on the other hand, are both clear 
and natural, in reference to the Athenian empire-the Kyanean rocks at 
one end-Phas~lis or the Chelidonean islands (there is no material distance 
between these two last-mentioned places) on the other. 

Dahlmann, at the end of his Dissertation on the reality of this Kimonian 
peace, collects the various passages of authors wherein it is mentioned: 
among them are several out of the rhetor Aristeid~s (Forschungen, p. 
I4Q-I48). 
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not profess to do more than glance briefly at the main events. ~ ~ 
But the boastful and inaccurate authors of the ensuing century, to',~ 
orators, rhetors, and historians, indulged in so much exaggeration \or';:. 
and untruth respecting this convention, both as to date and as~ Ill' 
to details-and extolled as something so glorious the fact of~~ 
having imposed such hard conditions on the Great King-that 1)1"\} 
they have raised a suspicion against themselves. Especially, ·, :!.' 
they have occasioned critics to ask the very natural question,w:Y ~ 
how this splendid achievement of Athens came to be left~ 
unnoticed by Thucydides? Now the answer to such question '1-V'. ~ 
is, that the treaty itself was really of no great moment: it is 
the state of facts and relations implied in the treaty, and 
existing substantially before it was concluded, which constitutes 
the real glory of Athens. But to the later writers, the treaty 
stood forth as the legible evidence of facts which in their time 
were past and gone: while Thucydides and his contempor­
aries, living in the actual fulness of the Athenian empire, would 
certainly not appeal to the treaty as an evidence, and might 
well pass it over even as an event, when studying to condense 
the narrative. Though Thucydides has not mentioned the 
treaty, he says nothing which disproves its reality, and much 
which is in full harmony with it. For we may show even from 
him,-x. That all open and direct hostilities between Athens 
and Persia ceased, after the last-mentioned victories of the 
Athenians near Cyprus : that this island is renounced by Athens, 
not being included by Thucydides in his catalogue of Athenian 
allies prior to the Peloponnesian war; 1 and that no further aid 
is given by Athens to the revolted Amyrt:oeus in Egypt. 
z. That down to the time when the Athenian power was pros­
trated by the ruinous failure at Syracuse, no tribute was 
collected by the Persian satraps in Asia Minor from the Greek 
cities on the coast, nor were Persian ships of war allowed to 
appear in the waters of the 1Egean,2 nor was the Persian king 

1 Thucyd. ii. 14. 
1 Thucyd. viii. 5, 6, 56, As this is a point on which very erroneous 

representations have been made by some learned critics, especially by 
Dahlmann and Manso (see the treatises cited in the subsequent note, p. 424), 
I transcribe the passage of Thucydides. He is speaking of the winter of 
B.C. 412, immediately succeeding the ruin of the Athenian army at Syra­
cuse, and after redoubled exertions had been making (even some months 
before that ruin actually took place) to excite active hostile proceedings 
against Athens from every quarter (Thucyd. vii. 25): it being seen that 
there was a promising opportunity for striking a heavy blow at the Athenian 
power. The satrap Tissaphernes encouraged the Chians and Erythrreans 
to revolt, sending an envoy along with them to Sparta with persuasions 
~nd promises of aid-E,.~')'ETO Kal b Ttuua<J>Jpv1/s ToOs ITell.o~rovV1/tTiovs 1eal 

p 2 
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admitted to be sovereign of the country down to the coast 

1Granting, therefore, that we were even bound, from the silenct 
. ~'lr<O'xv•i'To Tpo<j)ijv 7rape~«v. ''l'1rh {Ja.O"<A.ews ')'iip v • .,.,..,.} iT{, -y X a v • 
'lrf'lrpa-yp.evos 'TOVr El< 'T~S ~aVTOV apx~s <f>Opovs, obs ~.· 'A81]va.lovs 41th TWV 
'EAA:qvlOwv 1r&Aewv oV Ovvcf.f.LEVOS 7Tpduuea8at fTr~cf>E(l\7JUE. ToVs TE oiJJ' 
¢&povs p.aA.J..ov iv&p.<(• I<Of.'tfi0'8a.<, KaKWO"as Toos 'A81)valovs, Kal lip.a {JarnMi 
~up.p.cl.xous AaKe5atp.ovlovs Trot.f,O"ew, &c. In the next chapter, Thucydides L 
tells us that the satrap Pharnabazus wanted to obtain La,cedremonian aid in 
the same manner as Tissaphernes for his satrapy also, in order that h< 
might detach the Greek cities from Athens and be able to levy the tribut< 
upon them. Two Greeks go to Sparta, sent by Pharnabazus, 81rws va.iis 
Kop.l0'€<av is Thv 'E>-.>-..f,O"TrovTov, Kal abThs, .Z Mva<To ll:n-•p b T<O"O'a<j)epv1]s 
wpob8up.€i'To, Tci.s '7"€ iv TV ~a.VTOV apxp 7r0A€LS a7rOO'T1,0'fiE TWV 'A61]valwv a,;;, 
'7"00$ <j)Op ovs, 1<al af ~O.VTOV {JaO't"A.€i Tijv ~vp.p.a.x£a.v 'TWV Aa.K€5a.tp.ov[wv 
WOt.f,UEtE. 

These passages (strange to say) are considered by Manso and Dahlmann ~ 
as showing that the Grecian cities on the Asiatic coast, though subject to 
the Athenian empire, continued nevertheless to pay their tribute regularly 
to Susa. To me the passages appear to disprm·e this very supposition; 
they show that it was essential for the satrap to detach these cities from 
the Athenian empire, as a means of procuring tribute from them to Persia : 
that the Athenian empire, while it lasted, prevented him from getting any 
tribute from the cities subject to it. Manso and Dahl mann have overlooked 
the important meaning of the adverb of time v•wrrTi-" lately." By that 
word Thucydides expressly intimates that the court of Susa had only recently 
demanded from Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus, tribute from the maritime 
Greeks within their satrapies: and he implies that until recently no such 
demand had been made upon them. The court of Susa, apprised doubtless 
by Grecian exiles and agents of the embarrassments into which Athens had 
fallen, conceived this a suitable moment for exact!hlg tributes, to which 
doubtless it always considered itself entitled, though the power of Atheus 
had compelled it to forego them. Accordingly the demand was now for 
the first time sent down to Tissaphernes, and he ''became a debtor for them" 
to the court (brw¢•[71.1Jrre), until he could collect them: which he could not 
at first do, even then, embarrassed as Athens was-and which, a fortiori, 
be could not have done before, when Athens was in full power. 

Vve learn from these passages two valuable facts. r. That the maritime 
Asiatic cities belonging to the Athenian empire paid no tribute to Susa, f' 
from the date of the full organisation of the Athenian confederacy down to I. 
a period after the Athenian defeat in Sicily. 2. That nevertheless these 
cities always continued, throughout this period, to stand rated in the Persian 
king's books each for its appropriate tribute; the court of Susa waiting for 
a convenient moment to occur, when it shoulcl be able to enforce its demands, 
from misfortunes accruing to Athens. 

This state of relations, between the Asiatic Greeks and the Persian cou· 
under the Athenian empire, authenticated by Thucydides, enables us t 
explain a passage of Herodotus, on which also both Manso and Dah!mam 
have dwelt (p. 94) with rather more apparent plausibility, as proving their 
view of the case. Herodotus, after describing the re-arrangement and re­
measurement of the territories of the Ionic cities by the satrap Artaphernes 
(about 493 B.c. after the suppression of the Ionic revolt), proceeds to state 
that he assessed the tribute of each with reference to this new measurement, 
and that the assessment remained unchanged until his own (Herodotus's) 
time-Kal Tas xwpa.s rr<j)lwv f.'€Tp.f,rra.s KaTa 7ra.parrcf.-yJ'O.S , • • • <j>OpbVS ( T a~ € 
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of Thucydides, to infer that no treaty was concluded, we 
should still be obliged also to infer, from his positive averments, 
that a state of historical fact, such as the treaty acknowledged 
and prescribed, became actually realised. But when we reflect 
further, that Herodotus 1 certifies the visit of Kallias and other 
Athenian envoys to the court of Susa, we can assign no other 
explanation of such visit so probable as the reality of this treaty. 
Certainly no envoys would have gone thither during a state of 
recognised war; and though it may be advanced as possible 
that they may have gone with the view to conclude a treaty, 
and yet not have succeeded-this would be straining the limits 
of possibility beyond what is reasonable. 2 

~tcc!<TTOUTI, o1 f(O.Tit xwprw OLO.TEA,OV(I'L txovTES ~/( TOOTOV TOV xpovov alel tn 
KO.l ~S ip.e, cl>s lTJ.x87)<TO.V ~~ 'ApTa</JEpVeos· iTJ.X811<TO.V lie <TXEOOV KO.Tit Tit 
a.bTit Tit Kal 1rp&npov elxov (vi. 42). Now Dahlmann and Manso contend 
that Herodotus here affirms the tribute of the Ionic cities to Persia to have 
been continuously and regularly paid down to his own time. But in my 
judgement this is a mistake; Herodotus speaks not about the payment, but 
about the assessment: and these were two very different things, as Thucydides 
clearly intimates in the passage which I have cited above. The assessment 
of all the Ionic cities in the Persian king's books remained unaltered all 
through the Athenian empire ; but the payment was not enforced until 
immediately before 412 B.c., when the Athenians were supposed to be too 
weak to hinder it. It is evident by the account of the general Persian 
revenues, throughout all the satrapies, which we find in the third book of 
Herodotus, that he had access to official accounts of the Persian finances, 
or at least to Greek 1ecretaries who knew those accounts. He would be 
told that these assessments remained unchanged from the time of Arta­
phernes downward: whether they were realised or not was another question, 
which the "books" would probably not answer, and which he might or 
might not know. 

The passages above cited from Thucydid~s appear to me to afford positive 
proof that the Greek cities on the Asiatic coast paid no tribute to Persia 
during the continuance of the Athenian empire. But if there were no such 
positive proof, I should still maintain the same opinion. For if these 
Greeks went on paying tribute, what is meant by the phrases, of their 
having" revolted from Persia," of their" having been liberated from the 
king" (o/ a?ro<TTJ.VTES {3a<TLAEO>S dEAA17VES-o/ a1ro 'Iwvias ~eal 'E?>.A7)<T7r0VTOV 
fl07) a</JE<TT1)1COTES a?rO {3a<TLAEWS-8<ToL Q.,.IJ {3a<TLAEws VEw<TTl i,:>..ev8<pwvTO. 
Thncyd. i. r8, 89, 95)? 

So much respecting the payment of tribute. As to the other point-that 
'c>etween 477 and 412 B.c., no Persian ships were tolerated along the coast 
,f Ionia, which coast, though claimed· by the Persian king, was not recog• 

.1ised by the Greeks as belonging to him-proof will be found in Thucyd. 
viii. 56: compare Diodor. iv. 26. 

1 Herodot. viii. 151. Diodorns also states that this peace was concluded 
by Kallias the Athenian (xii. 4). 

2 I conclude, on the whole, in favour of this treaty as an historical fact­
though sensible that some of the arguments urged against it are not without 
force. Mr. Mitford and Dr. Thirlwall (ch. xvii. p. 474), as well as Manso 
and Dahlmann, not to mention others, have impugned the reality of the 



History of Greece 
We may therefore believe in the reality of this treaty between 

Athens and Persia, improperly called the Kimonian treaty: 
improperly, since not only was it concluded after the death of 

treaty : and the last-mentioned author particularly has examined the case 
at length and set forth all the grounds of objection ; urging, among some 
which are really serious, others which appear to me weak and untenable 
(Manso, Sparta, vol. iii. Beylage, x. p. 471; Dahlmann, Forschungen auf 
dem Gebiete der Geschichte, vol. i. Ueber den Kimonischen Frieden, p. 
1-148). Boeckh admits the treaty as an historical fact. 

If we deny altogether the historical reality of the treaty, we must adopt 
some such hypothesis as that of Dahl mann (p. 40) :-"The distinct mention 
and averment of such a peace as ·having been formally concluded, appears 
to have first arisen among the schools of the rhetors at Athens, shortly after 
the peace of Antalkidas, and as an oratorical antithesis to oppose to that 
peace." 

To which we must add the supposition, that some persons must have 
taken the trouble to cause this fabricated peace to be engraved on a pillar, 
and placed either in the Metrilon or somewhere else in Athens among the 
records of Athenian glories. For that it was so engraved on a column is 
certain (Theopompus ap. Harpokration. 'A'T'T&Kols -ypci./Lp.atr<). The sus­
picion starteaoyTlieopompus (and founded on the fact that the peace was 
engraved, not in ancient Attic, but in Ionic letters-the latter sort having 
been only legalised in Athens after the archonship of Eukleides), that this 
treaty was a subsequent invention and not an historical reality, does not 
weigh with me very much. Assuming the peace to be real, it would 
naturally be drawn up and engraved in the character habitually used among 
the Ionic cities of Asia Minor, since they were the parties most specially 
interested in it : or it might even have been re-engraved, seeing that nearly 
a century must have elapsed between the conclusiono:>f the treaty and the 
time when Theopompus saw the pillar. I confess that the hypothesis of 
Dahlmann appears to me more improbable than the historical reality of the 
treaty. I think it more likely that there was a treaty, and that the orators 
talked exaggerated and false matters respecting it-rather than that they 
fabricated the treaty from the beginning with a deliberate purpose, and 
with the false name of an envoy conjoined. 

Dahlmann exposes justly and forcibly (an easy task indeed) the loose, 
inconsistent, and vain-glorious statements of the orators respecting this 
treaty. The chronological error by which it was asserted to have been ·' 
made shortly after the victories of the Eurymedon (and was thus connected 
with the name of Kimon), is one of the circumstances which have most 
tended to discredit the attesting witnesses : but we must not forget that 
Ephorus (assuming that Diodorus in this case copies Ephorus, which is 
highly probable-xii. 3, 4) did not fall into this mistake, but placed the 
treaty in its right chronological place, after the Athenian expedition under 
Kimon against Cyprus and Egypt in 45o--449 B.C. Kimon died before the 
great results of this expedition were consummated, as we know from Thu­
cydides: on this point Diodorus speaks equivocally, but rather giving it to 
be understood that Kirnon lived to complete the whole, and then died of 
sickness. 

The absurd exaggeration of Iso}g~tl!s, that the treaty bound the Persian 
kings not to come westward of ffieriver Halys, has also been very properly 
censured. He makes this statement in two different orations (Areopagitic. 
p. 150; Panathenaic. p. 462). 
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Kimon, but the Athenian victories by which it was immediately 
brought on, were gained after his death. Nay more-the 
probability is, that if Kimon had lived, it would not have been 
concluded at all. For his interest as well as his glory led him 
to prosecute the war against Persia, since he was no match for 
his rival Perikles either as a statesman or as an orator, and 
could only maintain his popularity by the same means whereby 
he had earned it-victories and plunder at the cost of the 
Persians. His death ensured more complete ascendency to 

1
.1 

Perikles, whose policy and character were of a cast altogether?; , 
opposite : 1 while even Thucydides, son of Melesias, who sue-T",~ 
ceeded Kimon his relation as leader of the anti-Periklean party,? 
was also a man of the senate and public assembly rather than' t­
of·campaigns and conquests. Averse to distant enterprises and ~..lol 
precarious acquisitions, Perikles was only anxious to maintain bl". 
unimpaired the Hellenic ascendency of Athens, now at its very f"" 
maximum. He was well aware that the undivided force and 
vigilance of Athens would not be too much for this object-nor 
did they in fact prove sufficient, as we shall presently see. 
With such dispositions he was naturally glad to conclude a 
peace, which excluded the Persians from all the coasts of Asia 
Minor westward of the Chelidoneans, as well as from all the 
waters of the JEgean, under the simple condition of renouncing 
on the part of Athens further aggressions agai11st Cyprus, 
Phamicia, Kilikia,• and Egypt. The Great King on his side 
had had sufficient experience of Athenian energy to fear the 
consequences of such aggressions, if prosecuted. He did not 
lose much by relinquishing formally a tribute which at the time 
he could have little hope of realising, and which of course he 
intended to resume on the first favourable opportunity. Weigh-
ing all these circumstances, we shall find that the peace, im­
properly called Kimonian, results naturally from the position 
and feelings of the contractiriz parties. 

· Ath"ens was now at peace both abroad and at home, under 
the administration of Perikles, with a great empire, a great fleet, . 
and a great accumulated treasure. The common fund collected 
from the contributions of the confederates, and originally de-. 
posited at Delos, had before this time been transferred to the 
acropolis at Athens. At what precise time such transfer took 
place, we cannot state. Nor ar~-W:~ enabled. to assign the suc­
cessive stages whereby the confederacy, chiefly with the freewill 
of its own members, became transformed from a body of armed 
and active warriors under the guidance of Athens, into disarmed 

1 Plutarch, Perikles, c. 21-28. 
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nd passiv~ _trLb!Jte-payers defended by the military force of 
thens : from allies free, meeting at Delos, and self-determining 

-into subjects isolated, sending their annual tribute, and 
).~~""awaiting Athenian orders. But it would appear that the change 
'-' had been made before this time. Some of the more resolute 

; of the allies had tried to secede, but Athens had coerced them 
~ kY force, and reduced them to the condition of tribute-payers 
& .Af~vithout ships or defence. Chios, Lesbos, and Samos were 
~'IP.ow the only allies free and armed on the original footing. 
~)···!!:very successive change of an armed ally into a tributary­
"' ~very subjugation of a seceder-tended of course to cut down 
~.the numbers, and enfeeble the authority, of the Delian synod. 
("~ And what was still worse, it altered the reciprocal relation and 

feelings both of Athens and her allies-exalting the former into 
something like ' despot, and degrading the latter into mere 

_., passive subjects. 
'"' Of course the palpable manifestation of the change must have 
. 1 been the transfer of the co~federate fund from l_)elos ~o Athens. 

~
he onty··ctrcumstance wh1ch we know respectmg th1s transfer 

is, that it was proposed by the Samians 1-the second power in 
the confederacy, inferior only to Athens, and least of all likely 

\~to favour any job or sinister purpose of the Athenians. It is 
1 further said that when the Samians proposed it, Aristeides 
~-~aracterised it as a motion unjust, but useful : we may reason­
f'- ~.~ly doubt, however, whether it was made ~uring his lifetime. 

When the synod at Delos ceased to be so fully attended as to 
command respect-when war was lighted up not only with 
Persia, but with JEgina and Peloponnesus-the Samians might 
not unnaturally feel that the large accumulated fund, with its 
constant annual accessions, would be safer at Athens than at 
Delos, which latter island would require a permanent garrison 
and squadron to ensure it against attack. But whatever muy 
have been the grounds on which the Samians proceeded, when 
we find them coming forward to propose the transfer, we may 
fairly infer that it was not displeasing, and did not appear 
unjust, to the larger members of the confederacy; and that it 

~ was no high-handed and arbitrary exercise of power, as it is 
~~often called, on the part of Athens. 
'.JI@:.;,.~ After the conclusion of the war with JEgina, and the conse­
/1 • \lencero fhe bltttleof CEnophyta, the position-of Athens 
, , ecamealteredmoreand·more. She acquired a large catalogue 
,~.Prof ,new allies.!..p~rtly tributary, like JEgina---;-partl~ in the same 
~re!ahon as Chios, Lesbos, and Samos; that 1s, obhged only to a 
p • l Plutarch, AristeidSs, c. 25. 
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conformity of foreign policy and to military service. In this 
last category were Megara, the Bceotian cities, the Phokians, 
Lokrians, &c. All these, though allies of Athens, were 
strangers to Delos and the confederacy against Persia; and 
accordingly that confederacy passed insensibly_ into a matter of 
history, giving place to the new conception of imperial Athens 
with her extensive list of allies, partly free, partly subject. 
Such transition, arising spontaneously out of the character and 
circumstances of the confederates themselves, was thus materi­
ally forwarded by the acquisitions of Athens extraneous to the 
confederacy. She was now:: not_ II!erely_the first maritime state 
in Greece, but perhaps equal to Spai-ta even in land-power­
possessing in her alliance Megara, Bceotia, Phokis, Lokris, 
together with Achrea and Trcezen in Peloponnesus._· Large as 
this aggregate already was, both at sea and on land, yet the 
magnitude of the annual tribute, and still more the character 
of the Athenians themse!'ves, superior to all Greeks in that 
combination of energy and discipline which is the grand cause 
of progress, threatened still further increase. Occupying the

1 
Megarian harbour of Pegre, the Athenians had full means or 
naval action on both sides of the Corinthian Isthmus : but 
what wa.s of still greater importance to them, by their possession 
of the Megarid and of the high lands of Geraneia, they could 
restrain anyiand-force from marching out of Peloponnesus, and 
were thus (considt!'ing besides their mastery at sea) completely • 
unassailable in Attica., 

Ever since the repulse of Xerxes, Athens had been advancing 
in an uninterrupted course of power and prosperity at home, 
as well as of victory and ascendency abroad-to which there 
was no exception except the ruinous enterprise in Egypt. 
Looking.at _th~_JJO~iti_~n o_! 9:r~ece therefore about 448 B.c.,- -
after --the conclusion of the five years' truce between the · 
Peloponnesians and Athens, and of the so-called Kimonian 
peace between Persia and Athens,-a discerning Greek might 
well calculate upon further aggrandisement of this imperial state 
as the ten de~ of theage. - And accustomed as every Greek was 
to the conception of separate town-autonomy as essential to a · • 
freeman and a citizen, such prospect could not but inspire terror 
and aversion. The sympathy of the Peloponnesians for the 
islanders and ultra-maritime states, who constituted the original 
confederacy of Athens, was not considerable. But when the 
Dorian island of LEgina was subjugated also, and passed into 
the col1dit10ri0f a defenceless tributary;they felt the blow sorely 
on every ground. The ancient celebrity, and eminent service 
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rendered at the battle of Salamis, of this memorable island, 
had not been able to protect it ; while those great lEginetan 
families, whose victories at the sacred festival-games Pindar 
celebrates in a large proportion of his odes, would spread 
the language of complaint and indignation throughout their 
numerous "guests" in every Hellenic city. Of course, the 
same antJ-Athenian feeling would pervade those Peloponnesian 

" stateswho had been engaged in actual hostility with Athens­
Corinth, Sikyon, Epidaurus, &c., as well as Sparta, the once­
recognised head of Hellas, but now tacitly deg'raaed from her 
pre-eminence, baffled in her projects respecting Breotia, and 
exposed to the burning of her port at Gythium without being 
"able even to retaliate upon Attica. Putting all those circum­
stances together, we may comprehend the powerful feeling of 
dislike and apprehension now diffused so widely over Greece 
against the upstart despot-city; whose ascendency, newly ac­
quired, maintained by superior force, and not recognised as 
legitimate-threatened nevertheless still further increase. Six-

A
en years hence, this same sentiment will be found exploding 
to the Peloponnesian war. But it became rooted in the 
reek. mind during the period which we have now reached, 

..14 when Athens was much more formidable than she had come 
1.' to be at the commencement of that war. We can hardly 
:1. explain or appreciate the ideas of that later period, unless we 
f. ~take them as handed down from the earliea date of the five 
~years' truce (about 451-446 B.c.). r • Formidable a~_ the Athenian empire both really was and 
I' appeai'eirto be, however, this wide-spread feeling of antipathy 

proved still stronger, so that instead of the threatened increase, 
the empire underwent a most material diminution. This did 
not arise from the attack of open enemies; for during the five 
years' truce, Sparta undertook only one movement, and that 
not against Attica : she sent troops to Delphi, in an expedition 
dignified with the name of the Sacred War-expelled the 
Phokians, who had assumed to themselves the management of 
the temple-and restored it to the native Delphians. To this 
the Athenians made no direct opposition : but as soon as the 
Lacedremonians were gone, they themselves marched thither 
and placed the temple again in the hands of the Phokians, who 
were then their allies. 1 The Delphians were members of the 
Phokian league, and there was a dispute of old standing as to 
the administration of the temple-whether it belonged to them 
separately or to the Phokians collectively. The favour of those 

1 Thucyd. i. 112 : compare Philochor. Fra~m. 88, ed. Didot. 
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who administered it counted as an element of considerable 
moment in Grecian politics; the sympathies of the leading 
Delphians led them to embrace the side of Sparta, but the 
Athenians now hoped to counteract this tendency by means 
of their preponderance in Phokis. We are,not told that the 
Lacedremonians took any ulterior step in consequence of their 
views being frustrated by Athens-a significant evidence of the 
politics of that day. 

The blow which brought down the Athenian empire from 
this its greatest exaltation was struck by the subjects themselves. 
The Athenian ascendency over Bceotia, Phokis, Lokris, and 
Eubcea, was maintained, not by means of garrisons, but through 
domestic parties favourable to Athens, and a suitable form of 
government-just in the same way as Sparta maintained her 
influence over her Peloponnesian allies.1 After the victory of 
<Enophyta, the Athenians had broken up the governments in 
the Bceotian cities established by Sparta before the battle of 
Tanagra, and converted them into democracies at Thebes and 
elsewhere. Many of the previous leading men had thus been 
sent into exile : and as the same process had taken place i~ 
Phokis and Lokris, there was at this time a considerable aggregate b'\ 
body of exiles, Bceotian, Phokian, Lokrian, Eubcean, .£ginetan, ~ 
&c., all bitterly hostile to Athens, and ready to join in any 
attack upon her power. We learn further that the democracy 2 

established at Th~bes after the battle of <Enophyta was ill-con­
ducted and disorderly: which circumstance laid open Bceotia 
still further to the schemes of assailants on the watch for every 
weak point. 

These various exiles, all joining their forces and concerting 
measures with their partisans in the interior, succeeded in 
mastering Orchomenus, Chreroneia, and some other less im­
portant places in Bceotia. The Athenian general Tolmides 
marched to expel them, with rooo Athenian hoplites and an 
auxiliary body of allies. It appears that this march was under­
taken in haste and rashness. The hoplites of Tolmides, 
principally youthful volunteers and belonging to the best 
families of Athens, disdained the enemy too much to await a 
larger and more commanding force: nor would the people listen 
even to Perikles, when he admonished them that the march 

1 Thucyd. i. 19. Aa~<e~atp.&vtot, o~x {nron;>..e'is lxov-ru tp&pov .-oh ~v,u.,u.d· 
xovs ~-youv.-o, l(aT' o;>..t-yapxlav OE tr<PltriV ciYro'is p.&vov brtT711iel .... s ll7r(A)$ 
'II'OAt'1'<6trovtrt 8•pa,.•~ovru-the same also i. 76-144. 

2 Aristotel. Politic. v. 2, 6. Kal ~" ®~$ats p.erb. r:tw lv ol,o.pl. .. ••s ,u.dx71v, 
"'"""" 1roXtnvop.Jvo.v, ~ 071f'OI<pa'1'la Olf</>8&.p71. 
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would be full of hazard, and adjured them not to attempt it 
without greater numbers as well as greater caution.1 Fatally 
indeed were his predictions justified. Though Tolmides was 

' successful in his first enterprise-the recapture of Ch::eroneia, 
wherein he placed a garrison-yet in his march, probably in­

:t.:autious and disorderly, when departing from that place, he 
,was surprised and attacked unawares, near Kor6neia, by the 

r" united body of exiles and their partisans. No defeat in Grecian 
"'history was ever more complete or ruinous. Tolmides ·himself 
1V"was slain, together with many of the Athenian hoplites, while 

a large number of them were taken prisoners. In order to 
~ recover these prisoners, who belonged to the best families in 
•'" the city, the Athenians submitted to a convention whereby they 

agreed to evacuate Breotia altogether. In all the cities of that 
country the exiles were restored, the democratical government 
overthrown, and Breotia was transformed from an ally of Athens 
into her bitter enemy." Long indeed did the fatal issue of this 
action dwell in the memory of the Athenians, 3 and inspire them 
with an apprehension of Breotian superiority in heavy armour 
·on land. But if the hoplites under Tolmides had been all slain 
'on the field, their death would probably have been avenged 
and Breotia would not have been lost-whereas in the case of 
living citizens, the Athenians deemed no sacrifice too great 
to redeem them. We shall discover hereafter in the Lace­
dremonians a feeling very similar, respectii9g their brethren 
captured at Sphakteria. 

The calamitous consequences of this defeat came upon 
Athens in thick and rapid succession. The united exiles, 

: ,having carried their point in Breotia, proceeded to expel the 
il'philo-Athenian government both from Phokis and Lokris, and 
, to carry the flame of revolt into Eubrea. To this important 
;island Perikles himself proceeded forthwith, at the head of a 

powerful fore~; but before he had time to complete the recon­
lf' quest, he was summoned home by news of a still more formid­

able character. The Megarians had revolted from Athens. 

1 Plutarch, Perikl~s, c. 18; also his comparison between Perikl~s and 
Fabius Maximus, c. 3· 

Kleinias, father of the celebrated Alkibiad~s, was slain in t})is battle : he 
had served thirty-three years before at the sea-fight of Artemisium : he 
cannot therefore be numbered among the youthful warriors, though a person 
of the first rank (Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. I). 

2 Thucyd. i. II3; Diodor. xii. 6. Platrea appears to have been con­
sidered as quite dissevered from Breotia : it remained in connexion with 
Athens as intimately as before. 

8 Xenophon. Memorabil. iii. 5, 4-
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By a conspiracy previously planned, a division of hoplites from 
Corinth, Sikyon, and Epidaurus, was already admitted as 
garrison into their city : the Athenian soldiers who kept watch~· 
over the long wall~ had been overpowered and slain, except a ~ 
few who escaped into the fortified port of Nisrea. As if ta;,\ ~; 
make the Athenians at once sensible how seriously this disaster~ 
affected them, by throwing open the road over Geraneia-~ 
Pleistoanax king of Sparta was announced as already on his ~~ 
march for an invasion of Attica. He did in truth conduct an 
army, ofrmxed' Iacedremonians and Peloponnesian allies, into 
Attica, as far as the neighbourhood of Eleusis and the Thriasian 
plain. He was a very young man, so that a Spartan of mature 
years, Kleandrides, had been attached to him by the Ephors as 
adjutant and counsellor. Perikles (it is said) persuaded both 
the one and the other, by means of large bribes, to evacuate 
Attica without advancing to Athens. We may fairly doubt 
whether they had force enough to adventure so far into the 
interior, and we shall hereafter observe the great precautions 
with which Archidamus thought it necessary to conduct his 
invasion, during the first year of the Peloponnesian war, though 
at the head of a more commanding force. Nevertheless, on 
their return, the Lacedremonians, believing that they might 
have achieved it, found both of them guilty of corruption. 
Both were banished : Kleandrides never came back, and 
Pleistoanax him~lf lived for a long time in sanctuary near 
the temple of Athene at Tegea, until at length he procured his 
restoration by tampering with the Pythian priestess, and by 
bringing her bought admonitions to act upon the authorities at 
Sparta. 1 .J 

So soon as the Lacedremonians had retired from Attica,~ 
Perikles returned with his forces to Eubcea, and reconquered'\\~ 
the ~'!Qd.spmp]~eJy. With that caution which always dis- ") 
tingiushed him as a military man, so opposite to the fatal rash­
ness of Tolmides, he took with him an overwhelming force of 
fifty triremes and sooo hoplites. He admitted most of the 
Eubcean towns to surrender, altering the government of Chalkis 
by the expulsion of the wealthy oligarchy called the Hippobotre. 
But the inhabitants of Histirea at the north of the island, who 
had taken an Athenian merchantman and massacred all the 
crew, were more severely dealt with-the free population being 
all or in great part expelled, and the land distributed among 
Athenian kler~chs or out-settled citizens.2 

1 Thucyd. i. I 14 ; v. 16 ; Plutarch, Perikles, c. 22. 
2 Thucyd. i. II4; Plutarch, Perikles, c. 23; Diodor. xii. 7. 
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Yet the reconquest of EubC£a was far from restoring Athens 

to the position which she had occupied before the fatal engage­
'.tment of Kor6neia. Her land-empire was irretrievably gone, 
y ,together with her recently-acquired influence over the Delphian 
J oracle ; and she reverted to her former condition of an ex­
rl" elusively maritime potentate. For though she still continued 
~to hold Nisrea and Pegre, yet her communication w.ith the lat~er 
\)larbour was now cut off by the loss of Megara and 1ts appertam­
f ing territory, so that she thus lost her means of acting in the 

Corinthian Gulf, and of protecting as well as of constraining 
her allies in Achaia. Nor was the port of Nisrea of much value 
to her, disconnected from the city to which it belonged, except 
as a post for annoying that city. 

Moreover, the precarious hold which she possessed over 
unwilling allies had been demonstrated in a manner likely to 
encourage similar attempts among her maritime subjects j 
attempts which would now be seconded by Peloponnesian 
armies invading Attica. The fear of such a combination of 
embarrassments, and especially of an irresistible enemy carrying 
ruin over the flourishing territory round Eleusis and Athens, 
was at this moment predominant in the Athenian mind. We 
shall find Perikles, at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war 
fourteen years afterwards, exhausting all his persuasive force, 
and not succeeding without great difficulty, in prevailing upon 
his countrymen to endure the hardship of irovasion-even in 
defence of their maritime empire, and when events had been 
gradually so ripening as to render the prospect of war familiar, 
if not inevitable. But the late series of misfortunes had burst 
~pon them so rapidly and unexpectedly, as to discourage even 

r'Athenian confidence, and to render the prospect of continued 
., war full of gloom and danger. The prudence of Perikles would 
, doubtless counsel the surrender of their remaining landed 
) possessions or alliances, which had now become unprofitable, 

1 
' in order to purchase peace. But we may be sure that nothing \. 
('~ort of extreme temporary despondency could have induced / 
nhe f\.the~ian assembly ~0 listen tos~h advice, and ~0 accept/ 
, the mglonous peace wh1ch followed. ·A truce for th1rty years 
. was concluded with Sparta and her allies, in the beginning of 
/145 B.c., whereby Athens surrendered Nisrea, Pegre, Achaia, fl!!d .Trg;zen-thus abandoning Peloponnesus altogether,1 and 

\ 1 Thucyd. i. 114, 115; ii. 21 ; Diodor. xii. 5· I do not at all doubt 
.that the word Achaia here used means the country in the north part of 
Peloponnesus, usually known by that name. The su>picions of Goller and 
others, that it means, not this territory, but some unknown town, appear 
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leaving the Megarians (with their full territory and their two 
ports) to beiilcluaedamong the Peloponnesian allies of Sparta., 

It was to the Megarians, especially, that-the altered position 
of Athens after this truce was owing : it was their secession 
from Attica and junction with the Peloponnesians, which laid 
open Attica to invasion. Hence arose the deadly hatred on 
the part of the Athenians towards Megara, manifested during

4
,1, 

the ensuing years-a sentiment the more natural, as Megara ~~ 
had spontaneously sought the alliance of Athens a few years\f·. 
before as a protection against the Corinthians, and had then?t 
afterwards, without any known ill-usage on the part of Athens,l. .r 
broken off from the alliance and become her enemy, with the 
fatal consequence of rendering her vulnerable on the land-side. 
Under such circumstances we shall not be surprised to find 
the antipathy of the Athenians against Megara strongly pro­
nounced, insomuch that the system of exclusion which they 
adopted against her was among the most prominent causes of 
the Peloponnesian war. 

Having traced what we may call the foreigll relations of 
Athens down to this thirty years' truse;we must notice the 
important internal and constitutional changes which she had 
experienced during the same interval./ 
to me quite unfounded. Thucydides had n~ver noticed the exact time 
when the Athenians acquired Achaia as a dependent ally, though he notices 
the Acha:ans (i. III) in that capacity. This is one argument, among 
many, to show that we must be cautious in reasoning from the silence of 
Thucydides against the reality of an event-in reference to this period 
between the Persian and Peloponnesian wars, where his whole summary is 
so brief. 

In regard to the chronology of these events, Mr. Fynes Clinton remarks, 
"The disasters in Bceotia produced the revolt of Eubcea and Megara about 
eighteen months after, in Anthesterion 445 B.c. ; and the Peloponnesian 
invasion of Attica, on the expiration of the five years' truce" (ad ann. 
447 B.c.). . 

Mr. Clinton seems to me to allow a longer interval than is probable : I 
incline to think that the revolt of Eubcea and Megara followed more closely 
uv<>n the disasters in Bceotia, in spite of the statement of archons given by 
Diodorus : ob 1roll.ll.<iJ i!O"npov, the expression of Thucydides, means prob­
ably no more than three or four months ; and the whole series of events 
were evidently the product of one impulse. The truce having been con­
cluded in the beginning of 445 B.C., it seems reasonable to place the revolt 
of Eubcea and Megara, as well as the invasion of Attica by Pleistoanax, in 
446 B. c.-and the disasters in Bceotia either iu the beginning of 446Ji.C.-
or the close of 447 B.C. "\'\ IJt WJfil 

It is hardly safe to assume, moreover (as Mr. Clinton does ad'dtnn. 450, ' 
as well as Dr. Thirlwall, Hist. Gr. ch. xvii. p. 478), that th~ve years' 
truce must have been actually expired before Pleistoanax and~e Laced<-e­
mon:an' invaded Attica: the thirty years' truce, afterwards c~clu~UIRY. 
nut run out its full Liu,e. 
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