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In other words, hs did not like us to be part-time polit:i\cal workers and part-time students.

Thus while Gandhiji sought co-operation and involvement of the youth in his struggle for

freedom he insisted that the students of the National Colleges established by him should ,
carry on their studiss, It was only after we had becoms graduates or Shastris of the

Kashi - Vidyapith that we joined politics as whole timers or even on part-time basis

depending on our economic conditions. .~The, question therefore to be asked today is

whether students while carrying on their studies can also simultaneously indulge in the-
game of politics on a part-time basis. : ‘

" This question is ‘somewhat difficult to answer as the needs of country’s situation
differ from time to time. My Achafya, the late Dr. Bhagwan Das used to say there are
always two sides of a question. We. should never ' be dogmatic ‘and assert that this only
is true. Rather, we- should say this also is true. He emgha(sis;ed\thét‘i‘nﬁorde_,r to_léarn
the'totality of truth we should understand the difference batween the veregniings,fof"'_‘*‘onj y?!
and *“also”. *Only”’ stands for dogmatism and _*also’’ for tolerance, the latter in his
opinion being a correct interpretation of truth or “‘Satya”. We have. t refore to’
1cational

institutions vis-a-vis students and even teachers should be permissib!é. I'am inclined to -

examine to what extanf and’ under. what  conditions politiéali,sat‘oh:in our. ed;

agree with the view ‘which was held by many of us in 1920°s that if stadents wish to
indulge in political setivities they should temporarily give up their studies.. But when-
they rejoin educational institutions they should, as far as possible, - devote themselves to
their studies single-miindedly: R . ' ' : v S
. S i . . . 3 . . S

Probably whiat I am saying may not. bz dcceptable - to many today. It may even be,
sonsidered - out-dated by some. ' But, is it. really necessary that while' being a student one
thould be a part-time student and-also -a part-time politician ?. Real pursuit of one’s.
itudies: demands ‘niaximum: -amount -of -his or her time and attention,ffon the purpose.
Cherefore, I agree with the wizdhyam -marg, the middle path shown by Gandhiji that so
ong as one studies one should devote himself to it with single-mindéd purpose. But if he.
1as. a desire to.take to politics he should give up his education temporarily and then
ejoin: his studies if possible. But:mixing up of the -two things simultaneously on a.
iart-time basis by studznts may lead toirreconcilable and tconradictory positions..

After having expressed my ‘general agreement with what Gandhiji taught usin
920’s when: he called upon the studénts to join his politicallmovement, the question-is-in.
dday’s context ‘what should be the correct attitude to take for ih‘g students:educational:
1stitutions, guardians and the Government. . I have watched with ‘somie dismay and a. ™
:rtain -amount’ of misgiving “thé- attitude. of ‘political par es 1ééardirig involvement of
‘udénts in their political confrontations and it is alleged.that. for their own purposes they:
t¢ allowing them to continue their studies tomewhat half-heartedly. - If one wants to'gat:
16 advantages of real education he has to devote himself whdléhearwdly to " his: studies.
art-time  politics and part-time “studies simultaneously will be like riditig o twe boats,
hich -is 'frau-ght with sérious :c-o-nsequen-c:s.- T do not claim - that whatever I Rave said.
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ab(we is the only correct vrew There must be other srde of the case also. Yet in vrew

As a matter of fact, it may b :
olars pohtrcrans guardrans and te

i edueational system
; th’g ; eco‘hamsic strufgrglé

suon in: regard to whrch
I do not- intend ‘to. deal with
specralrsts in the subject 1 would -
factot. - The question is whether the
place‘ for the last three decades A8
3 nereasing, number of young men swelling . e.very year the ra
1 ‘ployedf Year after year there is‘a growrng back-log of unemployf:d,

of cur eduedtronal mstltutrons and I am f‘ure educatron reformrsts are studyrng ‘that
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ptoblem. . -Yet the fact cannot be. ignored that planning . has net created the expected
quantum. of employment -opportunities. . Surely, one of -the principal objectwes yot‘ the'
development programmes should be to provide increasing opportumne to the !
generation ,for toducttve work In v1ew of the growmg unemployment proble 1 i

'whether in the techmcal vocatlonal or: general educatlon ﬁelds, attent1on should be
focussed- on the question: whether the beneﬁts of our plan expenditure have largely ﬂowed
only to the selected few instead of being evenly spread out. - Some say-that there Has been
concentranon of wealth in a'few hands, others say that the benefits of the plan expendlture
do ‘not reaeh ,‘very large number of people below the poverty line.. Whatever may: be

th .truth it lS des1rable that we. should also have a re~th1nkmg as. to. what can be done 3

; aveitried: to 'pl,aee these
the‘ needs of our: soziet

,mtended more to start a fruitful {dlseusswn on these aspects instead of pu
1 alternative proposal I am' the ex-officio Chancellor: of this: and’.of
vs 1 happen to be Governor. It is therefore incumbent on me to avoxd bemg
controvermes as f.xr possxble. But occusmnally a Gnvernor even should be

( eranon in’ as non- controversxal a manner as poss1ble. i I hope the v1ew
expressed 1ere will be takeri in the spirit they are made. R

: ol w1sh the best of luck to the students afid the alumnii.of this Umversn;y who have
obtamed thelr Doctorates and Degrees and I congratulate them. I wish: the rest better luck
next tlme. : & b g pRGt :

call upon; - our young students and teach ‘sw
of educatton, are’ members of one: unite
"'of -Hopes- and ‘fulfilment in. the edu

i
Before ()
-accordmg to ‘our ancient tra‘d
show the' way for ushermg in a
htstory of our country




