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Preface.

This research work was initially started in Caloulla and Lhen
tontinued in Goa with a U.G.C. Junior Research Fellowship granted
Through tThe History Depariment of the Calculla Universily. Later,
the Institulte de Culiura & Lingua Portuguesa, Lisbon, funded my
one year sltay in lLisbon. The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundatltion,
Lisbon also sanclioned a conlingent granit for lThe purchase of
books and microfilms. I would like to express my indebiedness to
all these institulions.

The work was carried on under The supervision of Sri Gautlam
Bhadra, Reader, Departmenl of History, Caloulta Universily. I am
grateful Lo him  Far Lhe interesl he Look in my work and for his
suggestions whioh improved The work considerably.

FPortuguess g2 language  wilh which few peopls are
acquarnied in This parit  of  India. I ohad much diffroally in
gaining &  working  knowlsdoe  of  this language. Incidenially, 1
frappensd  to o meel  S5rvi Fraltap Chandra Roy of Caloalta High Oouri,
who gave me  IThe slemeniary lessons. Laler, 1 carried 11 on wilh
Mrs., Elmira Menezes of Panjiim, Goa. I express my Lhanks to both of
Lhem.

I also thank The staff of Lhe archives and The libraries
whaere I have worked, particularly Those of The Nalional Library,
Calculta, the Historical Archives and the Xavier Centre of
Historical Researches in (Goa, Fiblioleca Nacional and Lhe Arguivo

Historico Ullramarino in Lisbon.
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Frofessor Ashin Das Gupla had initiated me to the study ;;
mar it ime trade in his classes in Yisva Bharati, Santiniketan, and
later gave wvaluable suggestions. During my stay in Lisbon I alsn
benefitted from discussions with Professor Dauril Alden and
Dr. M.D.D. Newitt. I am gratcful to all of them.

Dr. D.FP.Bootl of Centre for Himalayan Studies, Norih Bengal
niversily prepared the maps and Sri Shyam Miftra amnd Achintya
Ganguly did the iTyping. I also LThank them all.

Finally, my parents Dr. Bhabalosh Dalla and Dr. Gargi Dallta
and my husband Sri Parimal Sarkar have been the constant source of
inspiration and encouragement. Without Lhem the thesis could nol

have been completed.
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