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Preface 

This research work was initially s t a r t e d i. n C a 1 c u t t .:::•. ~':i. C1 d t 1·, '.7! r, 

continued in Goa with a U.G.C. Junior Research Fellowship granted 

through the History Department of the Calcutta University. Later, 

the Institute de Cultura e Lingua Portuguesa, Lisbon, funded my 

one stay in Lisbon. "!'he Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, 

Lis bon also sanctioned contingent grant for the purchase of 

books and microfilms. I would like to express my indebtedness to 

all these institutions. 

The work was carried on under the supervision of Sri Gautam 

Bhadr--a, Reader·, Department of History, Calcutta University. I am 
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and my husband Sri Parimal Sarkar have been the constant source of 

inspir·ation and encouragement. Without them the thesis could not 
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