ornd hetu's Junn oyhige niteclf, st Sooted
asn, 'Forjetting huasin words', s grave deep
Lece”. |

teBe Yeats, "The ruflodpal TSallexy
fevisited”, stanma, wviil.

“rn ewploring t'w charapter of ynge we axe iniesd
exploring 8 cruglial aspect cencral to the NUDS
0f ¢he Crestive PLoosSse and also OLServin,, not
for the £irst tim, that the .aan of jenius always
romins both to his contesporaries and thHe SUQQESSOXS
scasthing of an eilg.ee".

Robin Jkelton, ' Foreword",

e peile UKNALL ({he Maanillan i ress

itde » i977).

The crubt ive Deing in synge owes Gh 0 -« /8Q0e the .en
. i
o “uxote uBing nis whiole life as hia mt.nn.n; Joha Mdilington

e I e I S

1, ndxew Carpentex (ed. ),

Adfe of J.o .ovndge (O

E 4 APR 1990
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Synge wak boxn in a faally wiloh enjoywd sn Lll'iua_t.:&oul hurineqezﬁ
G7IK38 GaAe LEOM AN SN lowIEish crotestant f£a ally. "'u\.u R m
Lhe deughter of & NoTuvhek: clergysan, sad rmno]’\t\a Sexongly
avangelical seaber of the chuxch of IFeiends .y0e's fathes vas

a berrister aid land owner, aod 8 amaDes uf the VEGLeStank /iglow
Izish olass. He lost his fatner st an Gafly Age. His, sthex
afvarvwards bDeorne thw gusidishn of the ooy ad .xym-'sﬁ *im:ﬂ
yoars were powerfully influsnced by ie tnmt"'3 who stﬂalr
adhered to the tradiclionsl valuss and religlous mnou.\\mmh
11l vary young®, v'w idse of “Hall" untered his .aind th?am
his aother and *took a rearful hold m*“ i se I thes mgot '
hell, came olso the thou s of demth. ibwn wne of ..wnga'sa aunt.s
aled, nls sother suoke to hia abuuk desth. . lictle by atﬁ\s.tx,
did noa reslise “what desth eamk”e BWL “in rocality desth ? Lriiisa
hia with *a sort of awe and wmd.:“so The concwte of “hwil” and
whe 1dea of “desth” had il a0t wWob nis ‘Julet” *peusive’
Tsengitive” sad "asditative” natules B 8 Tesult, & Kind of

saLrange mot Degan Lo oveIpower Nl ££ .0 l8 vely childhnood days.

3 "'rha Jynges ware & vealleikaows laklow faally oo 8d anyvimrce
in tilaklovw he aeationed his naa, synge would have been plaged:,

sWigholas Jrene, g? (The
"hamd llan “’run fﬁi?f. e e
J» Eugene Benson, J. 'sSYnQe, \The Maceillan ; cess :&de, 1962), . 2.

4. Jo'e Synge, “rsoblography” J.° aoynge & Collected woxks, II
od., ‘lan Prioe (Onford Univarsity Press, 1966), P &s =

3e m.. o Te
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48 1llehealth vas also responsibls for his isolstion. Fox he was
alweys sick, and his "anildhood was & long sexies of auughs and
c\:-m*a. is *ill-hmelth®, provented hia £r.:8 going te sghool for
Aix ANLNG a¢ & StIstah. Luring thils time he suffered fron "hesds
aghos”. Naturally worioidicy begen to tell heaviily uwon his body
and odnde. In the faally enviroanwmnt, Synge found nothing which
gould give hina real joy and deliver his £ & the agny of 1li-
nealthe. Tt Zurtherx "stiiled* nis alnd. He could aot be sy pethm ic
to his wther's evangelical tescnings aud was slakliay ke and
Qe ARtO & Lonely tePeEsasnte FOF "evEl aind always” s was "'a
saxi aud lonaly :uu"? and, "eweu in goagany he was esseatislly
clm':a Yoars oelebrates hid as Lhe “solitaxy MBa"e Synge's saxly
1ife inilgacus, how “he passed a cEisis in his developasnt as

wn and mm«’- How synge “sought for a bellef or a cause in
whioh there nght be scue foka of nu-!uu.tlm"w‘ *Dd "pecame
wre interested ia defiaice u.u-n. 7for hia uhag “definite life*

i P ]

Ge IDAGe s Do e

Te "PEeLa0B"y & o:is AKhALL,

9. Carpenter (oda .,

10, kablin Kelton, W (loadon 3 Thetws &
Hwisan, 19717, pe L¥e

1le ynje, " uwtoDiogcaphy®, wQLiegted [ouks, I, ede, :+Xicu, »s 7.
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was swalting "adldet stroage avuiacslin fous and 8W“n. The
uxtornsl world "whats thele was aluays vallety - the altexstion
of day mnd aight, the Ppassing of the Seasuns” DR M for him “a
syaiocl of luspired life and tw houss 88 & Syanol of dull
pthod* 13, synge used to ®xlofe the woads surzounding Rathfarmhan
Castle and aollect bixds® eygs wich Floreace Roas, his oousin. In
his leisure hours, he studied books of natural histoXy and .rnitho-
logye. Lomstines .ynje was sesn sitting &looe oo the oliffs and
watghing the birds and "listaning to the sound of the waves, to
thae ory of tw gulls sd to the chattar of U'w cmunam*“- He
would often “hice in bushes to wstgh wWitn smorous fellowshiy the
AT fove wins of the bm*ls 20l would taia “weky long walks
eaty the “ablin mumﬂ“. He “ialc a strange senss of

mmm e aind Seldighe” 11. wyije had the oxdswstiien te.pexe=
et L qore of nis heakt aud oelieved Liiat “the Deawy of nature

S on WM L2 @D W he s D mAE AN T el TR s m oA s e T R TR R o T R el bl el S b el e Yl e e A

Ade m., Pe 12e
13, caxpenter (ed.), sRepneNe's AiLe Of J: ooyAye, pe 38

i4e Zhide, P 118,

18, ynge, "sutablograshy*, Qallegied Horkm ede. :xioe, pe 7.
1ée IB4Be s o Do

17. iRifes P 12.
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inflvenged hia ke than m“. He becadm 8 *21l13Kim to the

Sunt and axranged his Texcursions o eagh a gartain comer where
thee was & £ine ouwtlook of hill and slq"n.
ﬁ\ilﬂ gAtuEe aegdXed Ria 8o O, Yyage was, on the

othex hand, insyired sotiugelly oy Chersie Asthesci, the dsujhtex
of & leader of the “Plysouth uXetheIn. Chexxie Mescheson wes &
Jixl of his own age and uynge gt heX st CaAst e <elvin. Later on

she bsosas yRge's neighboul. 'iis gousin, Floreane “oss Iowd
hia emorionelly in s adolesounas. How vheh hi was tan, in the
conpany of Cherris “sthesni, .roje’s 'real sprrecgistions and
imgins ton agked t.aqabhu“‘zo- in fage, this frieadanhip with her
was & significam aexperiance »c s foraskive pazxiod of his life.
Unfortunately this lowve did not mature. It lasted cill 1896.
However , the orthadox vxsinlng of syngets dotheX was ok in Kesp-
ing with his teqgurs wnt. e wan aot respaisive o the religious
inst incts. T™his wvas the reason why Jherrie Matheson hed forssken
ide For she "9 .uld not by ng hmcseslf to think of aexgying an
ar.mut‘n. In chis way, «/je's esily love zwasivwed a sexicus

18+ IBAdey d¢ Do
loe 1b4dsy e 12s
20 Ihildee Pe 6a
21. Skelton, Synge and hig woxld, »e 29.
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sutbaak,. (N thelr separstlion, iynge passed shruugh s period of
terrible mantal crisis lealiing to an i1salst lon wiigh Deok.s moxe
and anre Lnceinne.

The Joetic (edpurswmit in syngs swosored *cthis whaypy
love affair, togethel with other less cestainly Knowly ZXelstione
anipe”. HELORvards Lynge turned cthea into print ia ds yicavegaila,

22
whicn wes his £igst atte pt "st & powtioc gpus of any gige” < I8

nis fourtsenth year, soon after thils unhaypy ilove atfalx, Lsnge
read apwin's book on zwelution. This ook “reinforoed his growe
B ] mmuw“ and by it he “1sid & chas ) bekwes:i his yxesent
and” his "past ad betwean™ hiaself, "“and” uls “"kKindred and
criondes Vs DUrin; this period, he took the wow of calibeay, "I
an unhealthy, and 1€ I mexry I will have unhwalihy children. st
T will Dewer gesate beings (o suifer as I am auﬁi&rw”n- S0 T
degided not to anEry. Jnd thils dealsion caused hia “hoirible
Mﬁl’y"“-

b . ot A em R an S B

dds obin Kelton, “"Intfodudtiun™, Jdeiis
ude y RODAR elton {(Onfoxd valver

23. Bens.ny, J(DEQs Pe e

24 Lynge, “Autabiograshy” . Pe 1o
20 Ihifes = 9

26 IDide, Pe 9
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“hen Synge was sistean sverything changed. He £imally
rejected Christisnity and took to the violin. Vs bsgan g0 skudy
“1iterstuse with wild excite mnt” and “lost alsost completely his
interest in natural Sclenos although the beauty of asturs influen-
ced hia more than eﬁ:ﬂ”- He went 0 on his “bioyols among the
loneliest hollows of the hills 14 vain hoges of an ﬂmm-m.

Jradually e wWAB LLuEning to WRiac. ynge had an excra-
srdinary passion £oX mbic. e devored sight of nis bast years
LvEchably Latwesn 1686 20d 18747 to ausia and it played & aajox
FOrt i the deawlosent of nls artistic calence.

defore Synge welt L0 JekdRny . Des o a8 Jrofessiohsl
s icisn and goyposer, he spunt £xus 1888 co 1892 m' Subiin as &
scudent of Triadty College. He studied the Saslic lanjuage in
Trinlty and ook oonsidersble interast "la the xingdons of Xreland.
sse Zwerything Irish becans ssgxed ... and had & ghara that was

feither guite huasen NOL divine, Fathwy pechaps as £ he had fallen

|
in lovwe with @ am-’ .

synge read the Jasllia texts of Ihe hildiun of '.4k,
and of uiagauid and GEadlge uring the yoaArs when he was studying

Al -l 2

27. M. De Pa
8. Ibid., »» 12.
29 ibiges i 13e
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languages at Trinity, he wes alsc enfoliled as & studest ot the
royal Irish rosdeay of usics He also becaas & asabeX of the
Dublin Haturslists® Field Club. 2fterx nis gradustion sros Triniey
College, Syngs weiit to Jermeny acconpanied Dy Maxy ynge, his
Mmocher's gousin and herself s Msialiane Thae wry disjulecuds of
and which was slways with hi, cuildnot gilve hias any definice
PUEOS® Of 1ife. YNGS BPENE 1WAS Chal & year in Geriaty bafore
ne was convinced that he should give up ousig £oxr a literazy
aaresr. His amwpition was boundlass. MHe wished "“to bes at onoe
Shakespuars, scethowsn aml amm-m- wucing his stay in Oeraany,
Jynge beagal Lo write varses and cospose Mslo. It was in the
spring of 1894 that he tXied to sketoh ideas fox plays. uring
thils eriod, aynge “hed ielt the agany of ssllsf and the sgony of

doubt a:xi had sesi how Ieligious gonviction oy lead Lo €A0¢ ionsl

31
deprivation and despair”

Hetore W finally left Geramny, < /Age weht %O Munidch
and serlin: ™ers hwe sudied the works of Heine and the agisrn
Gegnen And rustzian dremas. The yeal turning ol of synge's
life was marked by his decision to go to Paris. synge sgquired

faixly good knowledge of FRANQD duRingl DAS ALe. A& TXiAlKYe. Ho wes
acqueinted sich the French akhoras and DaWEPSPELS. “hei ' aame

0. IBides Pe 120
e Rabin skeldton, s J o g s (London, L971), »e 16,

" . B LI T T e T
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to VYaris, e wished to bec e an lntespretes of Frsigh thoughs
aind literatuge £ & the nglish sseeking wot ld and hegad to be
agusiaced with the wolks ¢f thm SAter WELItEEXS Of LUKOyYsen
iiteratuse. He read Villoa, @G80, (SONlELE, SAES, [OlieRe,
Raai0w Hashss, CEVANtes, Herzigk, susus and treaslated ineo
AMglo=Lish the Frengh pouks villon, HaXok, Lolin Husset. The
HodeEn Frangh writers whoad he althoer Sewviswed oXf mtm in

. his notebooks, inalude Bakdelairs, Mallaxme, Gola, Huysdsen,
Pieroe Lotl, “natole srance snd Meeteriinok. {e knew a grest deal

of Balzac. ‘la ¥as a caastant reader of Flaubart and Mok assant.
He was soeaially fond of e witings of setrarch, villom,
Cervantes, oliere and Fagine. lynge had an unusual Unerest in
tae - limabuthan and Jaccobeai litersute. He wvas pexhqu. the only
Irish writeX who wWwas endowed wigh such 8 refined .urosean gulture.
This wide resasding "equliysed Svynge Wwith a vastness of pe:mptxcuga.
developed his scyle, nouxished his own view of life and, further
enlsxged his vision as an agviste

syngets literary outg.ut wrilten oetween 18593 and 1999
was mrked by a strain of wozbidity. In vise weaphia sod L5908

aehide, the Lirst two “fictionalised and OXDid sutobiogrxaphical

sketchas”, we Jet 8 recosd of his “wwperieonces snd yﬂm.mqo"“-

32« Maurice Bourgecis, Jellpu LEG, Pe 06,

e A4 L3

33, kelton, “Introdukian”, 3 s 43 Is Po xmile
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puring these yuars his interest in Igish gulture and
the Ixrish lsnguage despened. s attended Professor He 4* 2rbols
de Jubainville's legtures oo Celtic alvilizstions xuf. de |
Jubsinville wes the finest hol X of the chaif of celtic languages
and litersture at the College de Fraage, aad he taught Jyoge old

raglishe Later on Hynge reviswed Ihe Irish iyvehelediaal svals

sod Galedg Mrehalogy which his fxiemi, Rels 3088 had traoslated.
Howewver, H/0J8's litezary wolikse duriny this pericd could aot

ushar in any JEoRise Of a Jikeat ST i8t. eils Yoats cams upon
wyikge's life ae a Yessiah. The rare glits awaiting theixy man! fest o
tion, wore enkiniled whan o 1896, ‘isds Yests awk JeoMe oyOye in

s varis Howel. tHe Found Jynge waskt ing his enaxgles, £iddling 1o
an orchuastrs and writing reviess of Freach books for inglish and
French Hbllishers. He pexgelived a8 the same Lige how syoge had
given himself to the artifialalities of ifrenah l1ife and postry.

Me disgoursged Lynge to Fead eitherl Kagine of ADthur Sysons and
HOreover urged synge, "to Jgu to Cha Aran Jalands. 1Aive there a» Lt

yOU wars ons of the pecple themmelves) express a life that has
never found meaian“u- synge faichiully adhored Lo Yesks's

xivice and msde his journey to Axaa in 1898. vihen synge west

k
thare, his “esxr, eys, brain and heart were vividly awake” , mnd,

e LeBle runts,

5. Felie Lugas, he dxe ¢
{Lonidong Casaell, 1968),
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he brougne with hia a Mngulstic equipmcne aad an insight ahsf-
¢

pened by his knowledge of cuatlasntel celticies® « This kool °
of langusge aided by & suwtle sensibility wasbisd Lynye to delwe
degp into the life of thess yrimitive JEBPle. He sm in thelyr '10;
a wondertul ineraingling of 1ife axi desth, iXen sxd decay and
a “gontinved strujgle foxr life and 11welihood s 's He experienced
the joy And the pain, and the profound monotony of the Irish
pessent life and t'w loneliness of the farmastsad in the west and
iloklow Glens.e c0d Lo the Aras Jslands Syoye "fouid his vision
of human neture and hu.san pradln&mat“‘”' How bDegan actually
Synge's carser as a litersry actist. The ,erxiod of appzentigeaniy
was Overs

TO Arain Syhge went £ive tiwd in all, wace i sach year
£xoa 1898 to 1902, He spent & ttal of four and half aontha on
the island. o thw sxan Islands he £ound his dialegt and the
Asterxisld for his plays. iu fect, ia the lifs story of the Aran
inlaniors /hge disgoversd nlaself ~nd “ghose & techiiqus whlch

36 yavid M. Goesss i idwagd Me tephens, uivues M13-1208
¢ T;“idfm"m). Pe - ¢

Pe 37.
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would reveal the outer t8fe -~ sl wltAncously o o7 e o
of the arcvist's laner ll.ﬁ-“”. Bafore the suwamrt of 1902 whigh
naralied the beginaing of Synge's CATeer a8 a draasmtlisg, Lsynge
wrote [Ng 2Ked lalapds wiicn he considersd to be nis firse serious
NoEie "In wRiting oWk bhe LelK of the peuslde aid ShelZ Stories
in this book, snd in & Qerta.ln Guibel of sxticles un the .igklow
Sessantyy waich I haw oot yet collegted, I isamed to wiiwe the
possant dialogus snd dialogue which I wse in ay slays. ITha ARMR
18lands throwe s good deal of light on ay PW‘”‘G‘

SYDge's carest a8 8 drammt ise lasted oaly fox seven
yeaxs. Yt began {u che iuanmex of 1902 and cans to an end in
1909. synge's wther hired a s .all nouss in .icklowy Known as the
ToalZlanis Houses Lurfing the Susme of 1902 he wrote 14 the shadow
25 5he 2ia0, ALJNER S0 She SeA *0d also sede the f£ixst Arste of
the TiNReE's eddigge i thess plays synge hed discoversd his
mptier and Jenius. John Masefield, 2rthuk Lyacis spd Jdeice
Chesterton all praised his works. Yeacs aud Lady Jregory drww
him closer inko thels literely schesal. UKy this viae the
izish Jrawelio Moveswdt was at the height of ics gloxy zesulsing
in cne founustion of Yw Auey Theatxe in l¥06. It was ©he ;buey
which brouht the geolus of wynge beiocts the Jubiic and presented




HAM A a Ky L£IQURe OF Lhe UVE DGs sede Jeats walcomud nin as
4 “Dat lonnl writcs”. For he Naud ex /oussed "his uwn L NSt @ Jobions
< Wuse gurlous ironical clays of nis, where, for all that, by
whe 1lluslon of ad irable art, ewry:we dee.m Co be thiniling and
feelin; as only count gy en cuuld think and !eel“‘l' yngets vlays
t.seum't.o be written at a tiag whwii Lhe Sbey Theatle woded the .o
aost, TN siita of the hostlilities waigh the candid reallsm of
cynge's layk rausced, he becanw a Celsbrity. han aynge oscam so
L isate with the ~wey ™Meatie, a a{.rm:c thing haowsiwd In nis
ilfe in 1¥00. e tell in low «ith Molly ~lljoud, & beaut Iful
ACLTEER, JSOPMIaly Saoss a8 L alre Ofleills e vom Of oelliuacy
daloh e had Laen In hils &lcledcunoe, oW Lot a Jditieent turn
in Lhia lotlisacye.

It wWas & tolly's Zejuclt that /Ao divam of jpubkilishing
suae of his oums. Lnioftnately ris iove acfalr wlo oot get

whe a proval el of oHyngu's Lfadlly or of hig rxienus. ?.:atkt

£an LhOlY LWwo Siiivivil Dack)fiaius, Lh:Le ulained LDetween Lhe
twoe, & differonce In ajes e YEALE X3 L.AJYy régoxy weke much
in osaonitlion Lo Hynga. Sy, £or rolly, Synhge becsiw alionated
trom his faslly., ‘towever Synge’s love Wad somutiving utlgue.s I &
letter to Holly wricten on 10 :iecasmer. 1907, vynge addressed

her as his “child”, "liutle life*, “juod angel” and "yreatest

ble neds Yum8 (0d. ), w. 1933. e 18k,



triead” "all i une® "t Gob'l Lulleve LheXe has wseeh 3 waaan An
e livvud lowd (e way o LOWe you 208 8 thousand yt:at:u"%x*

Loty Towe onrolcdalagly st LNdS hous sl e was
nuffering £ 0 tokiadnte alavase and cuseosed Ywitiy sicAwsn
@ daath ex lalne Lt i olly hwe found “the excliemint of
-er““‘. T hde letier an Mwn o uwjjufty 1306, cynee ke, 1 sa
Aalratd v or osudllik Jut Ry WEILig Lo you uveryday“i‘. Ry WY
laved 0lly “inioscriuably™, ‘oo utrerly”, ‘as che voty Lsremh”
©f Si8 teialt. Wwlly wes ftor o Bs ‘decrest LEcasure” asd 8
“dbiale worla? Lo Rise Jhe wes Just llRke “"the lLiscis shlwey Dew
oy Al thy RlomwmEs gl the u«arth*":,- LPRdEe wanted Lo aargy
Tlly e Wil Gt aner, @0 at £lrst ub jectyud Lo Lhe i‘;&a, sl lasy
Pawddud Lo ke his lusd wi Srgisge gawe o dhjue Lhw joy of
Lividge 6 107 0 wal O aFatud ile ol Wbudul Lo allay wliste
AMRLLE g SN R Wos Al iays OhwaLing et up s D 0ls leltels Nk
VL eRoloioed that e el uiweil, ' teei wondertuily JBye ees

Y OmdEALS are goliry ug and up, md ug_-i'“‘i“. PUt Lo feak whelher

472, akdlowor (eds), 1Qtters o iolly & yoge Lo &
1996=1959, o 275,

dde . addlowyer, "liltodatlont, yikie o Cadte fdeill

1‘ - ) n;d. » g?l 19.
% Qe :bad. il 1o
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he would be »ll right was always with hia and the letteX writoan
on 21st August, 1907 referred ¢o that opuragion, Tha e ghsice
of his beiik “all right" wos a IwI0Le pﬁumuty. had been indie

gated in the nwte emlamim['r,m”,“,]ot the lattexs In

47
uf deathh PErNGAtes LyOQe’s work ewen vhen he 18 plasing with L%,

AJhan SYNge IRt £X.t UK. cGEBOR'S DU0Ft Lhat the
¢ ndition of nis health was “aucn .20re m&.uinwm“‘s. he wiote
L0 Holly addresaing heX a8 nis “dearest lowe”, *“This is » owre
line £foK you, W Poox chlild, iu csse agything Jous weong with =
tomorrod to bid you goodebye aud ask you to be brsve s guod,
and not to forget thw good lines we had and thw besutiful thing
a've sesn twm:u"o bBsfore he dled, .yngs "“resexwved" His
“last streagth for airdre” aud was ".sterx.adned to £inish ic*
bafore his death. But “before the last writing was aocosllshed,
Gynge lasid aside thw pen and resizned hiaself to Aour.h*m. % the
nour of desth, Jynge rejwsted his nusase iss ity Clinah who

stended upah hia all through his 1llness in the hospitsl, Lo

7. John i OcKe, ".yige's eirdre asd Uw sorrows of ortality”,
HeORAALY iR, wde HaXoQ, pe UP.

68, Saddlemyer (ed.), Letcers to Molly, »e 309.

49. m’ Pe 17

30, Yeorge Moore, 314‘199 -s Jeltsoynge 1 Interviews |
ode ie'le “!.tkhail (m e * o e
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kindly take hia O 8 roGR £508 wheFe he c.uld see thw vicklew
fountains, the hills whers he Used L0 go £o0X long solicaxy waiks.
Hug unfortunatsly he could not Ses the aounkaini "7o ses thea it
aumummum‘wmﬁymomamuaMo:suwm
his bed so his lsst wish reminsd wngratified, and hw dled with
tenrs in his eyeas > 8t 5.30 in the mrniag of 24 March, 1909.

et Villon, Herrisk ad Burns had done in using their “life snd
sxperisnoe* in their poetry, synge wished to do ou the sage.

/8 8 Fesult of it "all ls WOk was m:mu-*”. Therefors every

alnor oxr mmior informetion of his life is Laportakt for & full
study of hoth the #an and his works. For, “*litessture ia siwvemys
sarsonal, aluays .de aan‘s vision of the worki, oo MR‘'s exw
verilance, aad it Can be poguler whan O aXe Xealdy o welgoas

33
the visions of othexs® -«

31. Ibid., Pe l0¢.

32. sadraia folun o mwcige of Jona gnge’ e : iateCuisus

53+ Welle Yeoats, Sahain 1803, »= 116




