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ﬁhevpresent study is primarily concerned with an
attenpt (o delineste the socio-economic conditions of a particular
tribe of North Bengal, namely; the Meches. The study gets ite ind-
tiel inspiration from an exanination of the repor% ou the first full-
fledged settlement operation carried on by D. Sunder in the mars
region of the Jalpaiguri District during the period 1889-95. The
report mentioned the creation‘of a Hech colony im a particular area
of the Puars. The r2port slso mentioned the qreation‘of two other
Colonics for two other tribes of North Bengal, namely, a Garo Colony
and a2 Santhal Colony, in some selected areas of the Diars, yThe Creg-
tion of thése Colonies for certain seleetad tribes in some selected
areas‘ofiﬂofth\ﬁengal hag aroug%@ interest of the present suthor for
an enguiry into the socio-economice conditions of the triﬁes who had
been deal® with by the Britishers in the period immediately after the
British_annexation of fhe Wegtern Duars. But undexr the u§ual Physi-
éal constraints to be Cbnfroﬁted with by any individual researcher;
the present suthor had no other alternative but tq concentrate his
labour on a single tribe. 4 study of the subgequent censusg reports
and cther avallabls documents showed the gradual disappearance of the
two other tribes - the Garos and the Santhals - from their respective
Gcionies, whereas the Meches continued to live in the areas specially
created for them by Sundeyr, in addition +to their dispersal in o%her
areés of North Bengal and Agsame. The present author, therdore, had
gelectcd the ﬁech tribals and especially the Meches of thome areassof
North Bengal where they were iniiially degired to be settléd by

Sunder after the British annexation of the Western Duarse
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Having seleoted the %rlbe t0 be studled, the author,
from his snfutlny of the "Records of Right“ prepare& durlng different
land settlement operatlons of the Weqtern Duars 1n the Brltlsh reblme
as well as in ﬁhe p@rlod~immeaiaielyAbeforekthe_imposlt;qn Qf_peilings
on landholdingé in the.so'é of tﬁé;presgnt_¢entufy by the Government of.
West Bengal) héd ObSQTVQditﬁat thergfwas-vasﬁ inequality inrﬁhé~éistri-‘
- bution of-landbolding oﬁ-tﬁé Meehes.;”h+g~inequality iﬁ distriﬁﬁtion'
was also marked 1n the Prea% wbere laud was exclu51ve1y settled for the
Meches. mhe Leot of 1nequallty 1nqp1red the preqent author +0 1nvest1-‘
gate the q001o-nocnomlc COndltLOHS of the trz%e in a hlstorloal perg=-
pective. Thevauthqr; especmally;‘trzed to link up the pr»sent socloo
econ@mic‘con&itioné'of %he M@Qheslﬁ;th the pggt and yester years. To ‘do |
this, ﬁheaautﬁér_tried td'categafiﬁéﬁthe present members dfifhe Mech |
community in respegf of'the ecénomig'étatgs éﬁjbye& bj'them in the past,
To specify-ﬁfhé East'ecoﬁomiq sﬁﬁtus‘gwthe 1an§hoiding.of the present -
‘households in the peripd immeaiately'befare the impqsition of ceiling
on land was taken under the7aésuhpti0n'ﬁhat'lahdholding in the rural
‘Meeh'cbmmunity wae & betﬁer indsx of describing.one‘é‘economie'status
and that inééuality_in the distribution of lgndholding'would:ha#e been
greater in the period whgn no restricti0n1wasAimposed.biitﬁe government
on the holding of a paﬁtieu}ar land;ewner. The_cﬁoice of the ?eriod
immediately before theAim@psitid£ 0f-oei1ing~Was made on the groungd
that the present Eousebblég in most of the cages could be categorised
in reqpect of pre—celllnﬁ landhololn@ through a oimultaneous ccmpexlson}
of the pve—celllng 'Recordq of ?1;ht' with. hhe ll%ts of laru0wnerq as

ghown in the "Assesament 1igts" of the. 'Anchal Vanchayats'(V111age

Councils) as we;l as in the wBigz Intermeularywﬁgglspersﬂ of “the Settlen'
officeg. The comparison- 0f the sald Iists as WEKEXATREREX R KHE
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| well as tbe 'Rogiaters’ with the 'Boeords of Bight' preporod in’

| othor aettlemont operations of the Western Duars during the British
regzmo, wes not posaiblo one to nonravailability of oomyarable
ld&tlo : " -

| ' The author, has explained i his dissertation
the roason,for'his oélootionlof the oroafof”invootigaoion in his
‘iotrodnotory ohaptot.,'ne‘hos doacribed in”ehéptor'1;_tgo_mech'i |
conmunity ae o»wholo iniordo:'to-point'outlgone"of'oho character-
_dietics of'fhe‘tfibo ﬁnﬂof Stddy; ’In”bﬁoptersé; ke has onalyoed |
_'tho infiltration of" the menbers of the ‘other communities in the
:Duars region as well as in the area of his 1nvoat1gation,and the
. conoeqnent effect on the distribution of landholding 1u different
settlement operations. chapter 3 1s eonoerned with the present
pettern of the‘distribut;on of the 1andholding of thosuoohoa with
an ettempt to ;Qontify-tbo’prooeat’lonqpperatoro‘inArogbaot‘of the
oconomicAs%otuo'onjoyed‘by them>in the past; Chapter 4 is devoted
to casesetudies of some of the Mech households speclally soleoted
'1n ordor to state their preeent economic position 1n the light of
” their prewceiling 1andholdlng). Ghaptor 5 oxamines the occupation£1
mohzlity of tho prosent Hochee and attempts to examine thoiz'nob1-~
'lity in the baokground of the paat economie status of the preoent
householdse In chaptor 6, an attempt has been made to examine the -
| oonneotien betweon oeonomic condition of tho past ao e11 as prew

. \?‘\'qu\ o
eont and the. attitado ot tho t::tai under stuay touarda eaucation.
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Chapter 7 describes the agrarian and allied ectivities of the Meches
with an emphasis on the adoption behaviour of the Méches in respect
of improved farm techniques. Chapter 8 exemines the food habits of
the Meches together with an anﬁlysis of the poverty of the llecheg.
Moreover, this chapter has attempfed to analyse the distridbution of
income within thevMech community and has further attempted to measure
poverty. Gha?te%fé-describes the'nénuhamogenecus character of the
Mech Community. | | o
A part of the Chapter 6 has been published in 'The
BEconomic Studies', 'a monthly jou*naT'Dublished from Calcutta, under
the title "Paradox of Free Education" in the issue of December; 1977.
) It should be noted that the author has retained
the spellingé of some worde while quoting from the relevant authori~
ties aé_théy havelbeen found to be used in fhe-origiﬁal text. How=
ever, for his own text, he has used the usual spellings as used
generally in the current publications. | |
The present dissertation also carries with 1t sone:
appendices toth at the end of some of the chapters as well as at
the end of the theSiEQ The appendices are concerned with the method
of computation of certain tables given in different chepters, the
statistical tables, the description and mesnings of some of the
wo rds and terms used, a note on the land laws of the Western Dﬁars)“
a note on some of the old customs and practices of thé Meches, &
note on the Western Duars and'thé’names of the landowner 'with the

Right."
amount of land hqld(Statements 1 to 4)as colleeted from "Records of/ .
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- The megning as well as the defin:i.ti’onv of semé of the tems used by
~the author has been given in the foot-nates of each chapter,where-

ever requ:l reds

The author has also inserted three maps at the
beginning of the present dissertation, showing the area of :lnvesti-

gaticn, the area of the Western Duars and the area of influence.

o In additlon, some photographs tsken in authorfs
camers ‘have been ai:tached to the present dissertation to 'convey'_ some

1deas about the way of living of the Me'ehes.'

The author, a student of Eccnomics owes his special
gratitude to Dre C.C.Sanyal, an anthropologist, who has Insplred and
encouragedkto“take up this study, He is very much i_.ndebted to his
fesearch guide, Dr. ¥, basgupta, Head of the Department of Economics,
North Bengal 'Ui'}ersity,w for FENEENNP his veluable ‘guidance at
every stage of ‘the present work. He is thankful to .the 4S'ettlement )
Officer of Cooch Behar who has been kind enough to permit him to |
congult the 'Records of Right' :I.n different settlenent offlces of
the Jalpaiguri District. He 1s grateful to the Deputy csmnissioner,
Jalpaiguri, who has kinély pemitted him to use his 'Record Room!
for consulting certain valuable documents in connection with the
land records. The author gratefully acknowledges some of the valu=
able suggestions made by some of his teachers at the initial stagé_
of his research work, He also acknowledges hig gratitude to the
1ibrarlans of tl%xe State Archieves, Government of West B'@ugai, the
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National Library, the Cultural Research Ingtltute, Government of
West Bengél, ﬁe West Benga; Centrsl Secretariat Library, the Divi- W
sioﬁal Commlgssionert s Library of Jalpalgurl, the Aslatle Sociei:y
Library, Calcutta, the Library of the_Depﬁty Commissionerts office
of Jelpalguri, the District Library of Jalpsiguri, the Central
Library of the Celcﬁfﬁta Univéx‘sify and the North Bengel University ,
Library, reSpectiw}ely.' He 1s also thankful to Sri Ne Ce Chowdhury ,
- a prominent citlzen of Jalpalguri, for allowing him to use his perso~
nal library. His thenks are due to some of his students who have

accompanied hiin during the time of his investigation in different

Mech villages. The agtﬁor is aZLso very much grateful to the Special |
Offleer, Scheduled Castés_ end Scheduled Tribes Welfare Department, |
Jalpaiguri, the nchal Peodhans ©Of Satall Moridolpeara and paschim

satali, and to ell the Government Officisls, who have supplied the
requlred Infomation pertaining to the présent study, The author
gratefully acknowledgés the co—éperatidn of the ﬁillagers recelved
during his-’investigation. It 1s needless» to say that without their
.co-operation and asslstance, 1t would not have been possible to com~
plete the present diséertation. - He ‘is, mo.feover, indebted to the
Universlty Grants Oommission fow g_ran’tin‘g him financiéi help for
undertaidng his inveéfigation in the Meeh villages.



