
~e present study is primarily concerned with an 

attempt "'co. 1elineate the socio-economic conditions· of' a p~rticular 

tribe of North Bengal, namely, the Meches. The study gets its ini­

tial inspiration from an examination of the ~e:por"'c on the first :full­

fledged settlement operation carried on by D. Sunder in the Duars 

region of the Jalpei~ri District during the period 1889-95. The 

:report mentioned the creation of a Mech colony in a particular area 

of the Duars. The report also mentioned the creation cf t,-,o othar 

Colonios for two other tl•ibes of North Bengal, narnel.y, a Garo Colony 

a.'nd a ·santhal Golorcy, in some selected areas of the Du::::rs. The crea-

tion of these Cqlonies for certain selected tribes in some selected 
;·i:" 

areas· of north' :Bengal had arous~id interest of the present author for 
..... ·:. 

an enquiry into the socio-economic conditions of the tri1_;es wrw had 

been dealt with by the Eritishers in tbe period iwnediately after the 

Bri t~sh annexation of the Western Duars. But under the usual :physi­

cal constraints to be confronted. with by any individual researcher, 

the present author had no other alternative out to concentrate his 

labour on a single tribe. A study of the subsequent census reports 

and other available documents showed the gradual d.isappearance of the 

two othem- tribes - the Garos and the Santhals - from their respective 

Colonies, whex-eas the Meches continued to live in the areas specially 

created for them by sunder, in addition to their dispersal in o~ber 

areas of' .North Bengal. and Assam. The present author, thei\:fore, had 

. selected the Mech tribals and especially the .Meches of those areas of 

North Bengal where they were initially desired to be settled by 

Sunder aft:er the :Sri tish annexation of the Western Duars. 
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Having selected the tribe to be studieQ., :the author, 

from h:i:.s ~~.J::Utiny _of the "·Records of Right"· :(!repared dt1:ring different 

land se:t.tleraE)nt ·operat:i.ons of the ·W~st~rn Dl.ars in _the ·B:rit,ish,. :regime 

as w~l· as in the P-<?riod ·inmiediate1y .. pefore the imposition of ·.ceilings 

on landho:Ldi·ngs in the. 50 •s of the· :r;n?esent centucy by the Governm-ent of 

West BengaJ.:, had obs<:?r,ired that there ':was -V€1St inequali.ty in cth¢ distri­

bution o'f :Landholding of· the Mecbes .. ·_.This il1equality in dist:t...j_but:i,on · 

was also ffi8'rked in -'the areas where land. W8S exclu·si V'ely settled for the I 

Meches. · ~he fact· of inequality' J.n~pi~ed. :~he present author to in.vesti-1 

gate the socio-eeonom1c condi:ti;ns 'bf the t;ibe in a historical pers­

pective. The author, especially;. tried to lirik up thi::! present socio­

economic· conditions o-f ·the me·cbes vvith tbe past and yester years. To •do 

this I the .au tl:lor ·tri~ed to catego_ri~[~~~·the preser1t members of. the :Mech 
• • ".l-;:• ' -- • • • ' ~ • 

community in resp:ect of the economic· f:lta tus enj oye·d by -them in the past. 

To specify •the past eco~omic_ sta.tus·'ll _ _-the landholding of the present ._, 

households in the period immediately before the imposition of c_eiiing 

on land was takep. under the assumption: that landhoJ;.ding in the· rural 

Mech corrun_unii·ty was. a better ind3-~ of describing one-•s· economi-c status 

and tha·t ine_quality in the dist~·bution of:> l::rndhol(l~ng would have been 

greater -in the_ period when no rest:t>iction. was imposed by· the go:ve:rnmen·t 

on the ho-~ding of a particular land-o.wner. The . choice of the period 

im.mediai£ely before tJ.:le ·imf:l()'Sition Of Oei~ing- \:VaS madt:! on the ground 
·' 

that t.he pr·e:?ent households in most of the -cases cou~d _'Qe categorise~ 

in respect' of pre-pc:dl_i.ng_ ~andholding through a simultaneous,_ compari1:3on: 

of the pre ... ceil.ing. 1Records of Right • with_ the .:lists of landowners as 

shown in the "Asses$men-t listsn of the. 'A:g,ohal :Panchayats-• (V:tllage 

Counci~s) as w~ll as in ~the trBig ·rl'lte;rmediary _·Re,giEJt(1~s". o:f ···th~ Settle-

offices. 



wel.l as: the -'llegisters-' with the 'Records of -Bight_ • prepared in ~ 

~_the~- aettlaent. operations of- tb;·-·western Dlars dliriDg the British 

regime, was not possible dUe to· ·no~availa'bili ty of- <tomparabie 

ciata. 

file author, . b.as explained in his di•~ertation 
'· #,, •• 

the reason for' }lis seleoti~il .of the area of investigation in his . -~ -- . . . . . 

. intrctd\l'CtOrJ chapter. ·He bas described in Chapter 1t the Mecb -
• • ' ' < • • 1' r • •[, ' ' 

comimuiitJ as a whole in~'erder 'to ·point· out SO~Be of the character­

-- ietics ot tbe. tribe un·der -stu.dJ~ In _Chapter 2,- -e bas aDalJSfjd 
. • • • _ · I·· ' . • ·· ' · _ , -,· , . , • . • • ... , . - ·, 4~ •• I"~ · , ·: . ' ·. -

the infiltration of-- the metf!be~e of 'the ot~er communities in tbe 

Dlars regiOII 8S1 well as in 1i)le_ area of his investigation, and the 
:· ' • l 

CODSGqU_eDt effeet· OD the ~stJ;'lbution Of lanabolding ill fttferent 
. . • ,. ' ' - • . , ' . I , ~ -

settieae11t. operations •. Ch._P1.e~ j ie. concernecl with the. ~resent· 

pattern Of the· distrl.buttOJl Of the la.DahOlcling of. t~e- I'Ie9~es with 

.all etteJilpt. to ~4en~1) . the p~sent lan,perators _in respect "of 1;be 

economic statu's enjoyed ··by them .ia the past. Chapter 4 is devoted 

to· cas~etudies of· some of tbe Mech householde'·'~pecially selected 

in ord~r to .tate their .preseat··:e~0onom:tc· position 1~ the light of 
- ' 

the e~onomie status en3oyed by tb,em preViou~lJ (on ·the basie of· . ' - -~ ., 

. - their. p~ceiiiag<·iandbol~ns). ~ Chapter 5 ,xamln.es the oqcupati.onal.l 

mobilitJ Of -tbe preseDt ilEiche; ~d- attemp_ts to examine their mobi~ · 
' ' 

lity ia the background ·.of tbe paet econc,m1e statue .of the ·present· 
' ,· ~ 

'- -

bousehQlas. I~ Obapt•r 6. an attempt has been made to e:xSmine the · 

oonneetien between eeerioini~ condition of the pa~t as well as ·pre-' 
. , . . ~ h·LbQ.\ - . - . 

eent and the at.1i:Ude of tlie t:tAa1 llllder studl towards e4ucatie>n• 
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Chapter 7 describes the agrarian and allied ectiviti'es of the Meohes 

with an emphasis on the adoption behaviour of the Meches in re-spect 

o:f i1u:proved fann techniques. Chapter 8 examines the food habits of 

the Mecbes. ·together with an anSlysis of the poverty of the Mechese 
' -

Moreover, this chapter bas attempted to analyse the distribution of 

income within the Mecb community and has further attempted to measure 

:poYerty. Chapter. 9- describes the n~n-bomogeneot.ls character o:f the 

Mech Co:mnn..u1i ty. 

.A pa:~:•t of the Chapter 6 has been published in 'The 
r-, 

Economic StUdies •, ··a monthly journt=1l published from Calcutta, under 

tbe title -"Parad~x of Free Education" in the issue of December. 1977. 
,,.. .... ,; 

It should be noted. that the author bas retained 
-' the s~ellinge of some words while quoting from the relevant authori-

ties as they have been found to be used in the o:ciginal text. How­

ever, for his own text, he has used the usual spellin~s as used 

generally in the current _publications. 

The present dissertation also carries with'it some 

appendices both at ·the end of some of the chapters as well as at 

the end of the tbesiso The appendices ere concerned with the method 

of computation of certain tables given in different chapters, the 

statistical tables, the descri~tian and meanings of some of the 

words and tErms used, a note on the lan~ laws of the Western Duars ·· 
.J 

a note on ·same of the old customs a·nd :practices of the .n.~eches, : a 

note on the Weste:r:·n D.lars and- the names ·of the landown-er ' with the 
Right." 

amount of ~and held(Statements 1 to 4)as co.llected from ttRecord~ of/ ,_ 
"'"'<'' 
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The meaning as well as the definition or same ot the temts used by 

the author has been given in the toot-notes of each chapter,where­

ever requ1rea.· 

The author has also inserted· three maps at the 

beginning or the present dissertation, showing the area or investi­

gation, the area of the Western Duars and the area of influence. 

In addition, som,e photographs taken in author's 

camera ·have been attached to. the present dissertatien to convey some , 

ideas about the way or living or the Meches. 

The author, a student of Ec<nomics owes his special 

gratitude to Dr. C. a. Senyal, -en anthropologist,-· who has inspired and 
. ' . 

~--
encouraged~., to take up this study. He is very mucll indebted to his 

fesearcb guide, Dr. M. Dasgupta, Head o~ the Department of Economics, 

North ·Bengal University, tor his valuable guidance at 

every stage of the present work. H·e is thanki\1:!;. to ,-the Settlenent 

0 f':ficer of Cooch Behar who has been kind enough to petmi t him to 
- --- - . -. . . ' 

consult the 1 Records of Right' in different settlement offices of 

the Jalpa!guri District. He is grateful to the Deputy aommissioner, 
' -- -

Jalpaiguri, who lias kindly pemitted him to use his 'Record Room' 

for consult1na certain valuable documents in connection with the 

land records. The author gratefully acknowledges some of the .valu­

able sUggestions made by some .of his teachers at the initial stage 

or his research work. He also acknowledges his gratitude to· the 

librarians of the State Archieves, Government of West Bengal, the 
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National Library, the CUltural.· Research Institute, Government of 

West Bengal., the West Bengal Central Secretariat Library, the Divi­

sional Commissioner's Library of Jalpaigttri, the Asiatic s:>ciety 

Library, calcutta, the Library of the Deputy Commissioner's office 

of Jalpaiguri, the District Library of Jalpaigur1, the Central 
·~ . . 

Library of the Calcutta University and "the North Bengal University 
' -

Library, respectively. He is also thankfUl ·to Sri N. c. Chowdhury, 

· a praninent citizen or Jalpaiguri, fOl" allortd.ng him ·to use his perso­

nal library. His thanks a:re due to some of his students who have 

accompanied him dUr:i.ng the time of his i~vest!gation in different 

Mach villages. The author is also very much gratefUl to· the Special 

Officer, SCheduled Castes ~d SChedUled Tribes Welfare Department, 

Jalpaiguri, the . .Anchal. Pm<>dhans or Satali Mondolpara and Paschinr 

Satali, and to all the Government Officials, who have supplied the 

required information pertaining to the present study. The author 

gratefUlly acknowledges the c~operation ot the villag0rs received 

during his investigation. It is needless to say that without their 
' . 

. co-operation and assistance, it ,.,ould not have been possible to com-

plete the present dissertation. · He is, moreover, indebted to the 

University Grants Commission for granting him financial help for 

undertaking his investigation in the Mech villages. 


