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Preface 

The present study has grown out of my M.PhiL. dissertation in Polit ical Scicno: 

vv1hich I submitted to the university of North Bengal in 1995, a decade after the historic 

Assam Accord. At that point I became aware of the deep connections between the Assam 

Movement and such political developments like the emergence of ULFA, NDFB, BLT , 

the growing ferment among the religious and linguistic minorities of this region and so on . 

Yet I felt the need to make a systematic study of these developments as this felt 

connect ion seemed inadequate to explain this noticeable change in the rhythm of politic s 

of this region. Hence this study . 

Politics in the Brahmaputra Valley is a complex subject with many issues and 

dimensions involved in it. Any attempt to deal with it, however objective one might try to 

be cannot be above controversy. Yet we have made an attempt to be as objectiv e as 

possible in our effort to answer the questions that we have considered important, not 

objectivel y we suppose, but only by their relative lack of consideration in the existing 

I iterature. Again , we do not claim any credit for being comprehensive, for we are only too 

aware of the limits of our data collection efforts in the field, offices and establishmen ts in 

all too palpable atmosphere of tension, anxiety and suspicion that now haunts any 

researcher in this part of the country . We would be happy nevertheless if our study leads 

to an animated discussion and review by those who have the ability and will to do 

somethin g better for this region . 
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