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ENLIGHTEMENT TO PERFECTION













 









  



 

  

























   
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Culture is that complex

whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, customs and any

other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.






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  



 













          

    



 





  










 i-iii

 


 


 


 


 


 




 
 
 
 

 

 

  
  

 

 









    

     









          

        















  







(i)



 





























         

 

















(ii)























   











 



(iii)





      



     



 







   

Society 

Society ... is a system of usages and procedures of authority and mutual

aid, of many groupings and divisions, of controls of human behaviour

and of liberties. The everchanging, complex system we call society. 



         

 

       

(agricultural

society)  

 (Diffusion)  

 





(Unilinear evolutionism)

 (Multilinear evolutionism)  

(Universal evolutionism) 





(animism) (polytheism)

(monotheism) 







  







 man and his work

  

culture 

kalture

        

'Culture is that complex whole which

includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, customs and any other capabilities

and habits acquired by man as a member of society.'





















        











    

     

 







     





       

 

 











        







       







‘The History, Antiquity, Topography and Statistics of Eastern India’ 

(Account of the District of Rangpore, 1810)







          









  







        

 






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















  

  





       





   











  









  









      



     (Cultural

assimilation)













 



 











      

















   















 

           



 



   

















 (Animism)

(Fertility Culture)

 







(water culture) 





 










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



















  



    







   



      

  





   













 



(Parallel Cousin)(Cross Cousin) 













(unilinial descent) 

(patrilinial)



 (social startification)

(social inequality)





(status),(social domination) 

  



       











 







     












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











       



The Rajbanshis of North Bengal



The  study of  folk  life  and  culture of  these

people has become important when attitudes

are changing has due  to  impact of western

civilization  and  more  so  after  partition  of

bengal when a large immigration of people

from lower North and East Bengal is taking

place in this area and within a very short time

a profound culture mixing is sure to take place

and  some  of  the  age  long  customs  may

disappear altogether.

      



 

   







         





 









  





  

      

         







     







 









        



















       



(Indigenious knowledge) 















         


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













     

(assimilation) 











   











  

 













      









     

 

    

   

   

 



   









(observation and participatory

observation)      (social

classification)















      

(assimilation),

(acculturation)(Imitation) 



      



 

 




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















 







        



  











The Koch, Rajbanshi and Paliya are of the most part one

the same tribes





The semi-Hinduised aborigins of the Census

report, who are considerably more consist

of cognate tribes of Koch Pali and Rajbanshi

whose home is in the adjoing state of Kuch

Behar.

Assam District Gazetteer



Essay on the Koch, Bodo and Dhimal

Tribes 

Linguistic

Survey of India1927

        





      



  

          





        











         



        The

Coochbehar State and its Land Revenue Settlement





    

 









      







The Koches do not belong to the Dravidian

stock, but are distinctly Mongoloid though

some what heterogenous.

   

         












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Rajbanshis  are  the  indigenous  people  of

Northern Bengal and the third largest Hindu

Caste in the Province. In 1901, many Koches

in North Bengal were returned as Rajbanshis

and many of the Rajbanshis have taken sacred

thread  and  were  prepared  to  use  force  in

support  of  their  claim  to  be  returned  as

Kshatriya.
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













   




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

          

         

















 





... The Koches and the Rajbanshis were not

the  same caste and were different  in many

ways.  The  food  habits,  behaviour  and  the

upper caste Hindu, including the Rajbanshis

did not maintain social relations with them.





''Koches adopted Hinduism during the reign

of Maharaja Viswa Singha of Cooch Behar

(in the early of 16th Century). Whereas the

Rajbanshis were Hindus before the reign of
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Viswa Singha and were recognized as Bhanga

Kshatriya.''



   



   Mythic historical  claim  of

KshatriyasKirata Jana

Krti

The masses of North Bengal  areas are very

Bodo-origin or mixed Austric-Dravidian-Mon-

goloid, where groups of peoples from lower

Bengal (Bhati desh) and Bihar have penetrated

among  them. They  are mainly  as koch  i.e.

Hindu or semi Hindu Bodo who have aban-

doned their original Tibeto Burman speech and

have adopted the northern dialect of Bengali

(which has a close affinity with Assamese) and

when they are a little to concious of their Hindu

religion and culture and retained at the same

time some vogue memory of the glories of their

people particularly during the time of Viswa

Singha and Naranarayan,  they are proud  to

themselves Rajbanshis and to claim to be called

Kshatriyas. 
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

















         

















 











 









(History of Bengal Vol - I) 




















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When  we  cross  the  river  (Brahmaputra)

coming from Dacca, we met a well marked

form of speech in Rangpur and the districts

to its North and east. It is called Rajbanshi,

and while undoubtedly belonging to eastern

branch has still points of difference which lead

us to class it as a separate dialect.
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     









  





   



           



      



































   

       



(assimilation) 







 





(Assimilation)(Acculturation), (Borrowal)

(Imitation)









      

          











 













         















    











 

  



       

        



























   

(animism) 


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      

 





 







    







 









          



    

        

       

(animism) 

    

   



   

















  







 The

three kings namely Pratapdhawaj, Durlab Narayan and Tamradhawaj well

before Nildhawaj patronized for the Hinduisation of the subject people of

Kamrup. In continuation of the process ahead of him. Nildhawaj and his

descidants Chakradwaj  and Nilambar did  their  best  for  Brahmanical

Hinduization of Kamtapur. Hamilton Bukanon- An Account of the

District or Zila of Rangpur   ‘‘The new

Raja  seems  to have been  much guided by his  minister,  the  Brahman

assumed a hindu title, Niladhawaj and placed himself under the tuition of

the secret order. For this purpose a colony of Brahmanas were introduced

from Maithila and  from  thence we may perhaps  infer  the country of

minister.’’



   

The link between the formation of a royalty among the Koches and the

replacement of the tribal belief system with that at Hindu Practices is

clearly shown in the stories surrounding the origin of the now famous

Kamakshya temple near Gouhati. Biswasingha is with having built this

temple over a mound where the inhabitants of the nearby Nilachal hill

used to sacrifice pigs, fowls and other animal and birds, and with having





imported numerous Brahmans from Kanowj and Benaras and other centres

of learning to run it.

 

It is claimed that during the reign of Pran Narayan (1632-1665) sanskrit

was the Language of the Court and that all the royal officials conversed in

that language.





       

In the present context, however,

it can be said that along with other places of Eastern India Kamtapur also

became a seat of Buddhisam and Buddhist learning, and no wonder, for

that reason the Buddhist teachers Nalanda visited often the kingdom of

Kamtapur.   









 



 








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



       











        















    













    





















  


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         
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



















 


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











        







































































 



  







 





























 

     

        














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 Hunter, W W;  A Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol X 1974. Page - 341
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   











    

      



 











‘‘That the Rajah

will acknowledge subjection to the English East India Company upon his

country being cleared of his enemies and will  allow  the Coochbehar

Country to be annexed to the province of Bengal.



 



      







  





   





 


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

      

    



    



          





 











   





         











       







    



        





District Magistrate CollectorDistrict

Magistrate and the Collector 

 

Division 

      



















     









      









non-regulatory 



non-regulated 

  

non-regulatory 

      



















 
















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


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


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            
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
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

















non-regulatory 







           













‘‘Owing to the trouble and expense involved in realising rents, the loss





suffered owing to cultivators deserting their holdings, the large area over

which the tands included in a estate are sometimes scatered and other

causes, it frequently happens that a zaminder keeps only a small portion

of his estate in his own management, and lets out the rest either in parces

on lease or in farm sometimes the whole estate is so let out.’’



    







 

       





 ‘Transformation on the Bengal Frontier, Jalpaiguri’



   









‘‘In the recently acquired Doors the

population is 67 to the squire mile.’’ 



     













 



......... in the Western Doors portion of the

District the area under rice cultivation was very considerably extended,

owing  to  the  influx  of  new  settlers  from  CoochBehar  and  Ranpur

District.’’



  

    





      

   















     



Settlers town
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   
   
   
   
 

 
Sunder's Report; Gruning, Jalpaiguri District Gazetteers; Census Statistics, 1881

and 1891.





  

  













   

 

















     



   













The cencus of 1872, which is the

earliest, recorded 19 primary schools having 283 students and 22 teachers.

The first High English School of the District namely the Jalpaiguri Zilla

School was established in 1876. In 1875-76 there were 153 schools with

3263 students on the rolls. The everage number of square miles to each

school was 18,992 and  the percentage of  school  to population was



The college named Ananda

Chandra College started functioning from 1942 with a roll strength of 91

which figures of 211 next year and 582 in 1947. B.A. classes were opened

in 1948.



          



F. A. Strong In 1860-61 only 10

schools in the Dinajpur District were in receipt of aid from the state.

Between that year and 1870-71, the number to 247, of which one was a

Government English school, 8 were Government Vernecular Schools, 18

were aided girls schools and one an aided training school.





          

  



G. E. Lambourn In 1836-57 there were two Government
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aided vernacular school with 117 scholar and in 1860 one of these schools

was converted into a middle English school, the total number of scholars

being 169. In 1870 there were four English schools and 14 vernacular

schools either maintained or aided by Government. In 1872 when sir

George compbell's scheme for Education was introduced, 179 schools

were brought under Government supervision with 4207 pupils.



      



 







  



         









 








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


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      

















 





     

   

         





 



















''A Rajbanshi women is happy with 'Phota'. This is coloured

cloth of five cubits long and 2½ cubits wide. This she ties just above the

breast and it hang down up to the knees. The two ends of the 'Phota' are

not seen together. It is an open cloth. Withen the last ten years 'phota' is

going out of the market.''





 


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














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









   































        







         

        

 




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administration, a backward caste could not improve its social position.
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





        

   



























 

      









  (Social

mobility) 













  

 

 



          

(Sanskritisation)  

        

(Sanskritisation)







      



 



  







  

Superior Caste 

       



      The  Rajbanshis  were

Kshatriya and lived in the land called 'Poundra Desh' between the river

Karotoya and Ganga.

        



(Theoretically)

 (Practically)       






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

















 

     



(Ghor-dzia biha)



    

















        





        



       







  













 



 















       



      







       

 











 





























  

       

           

   





        





      

        















       











 





        



 
















   


























































































































































































































































































































































































    























 





  



        



(Sanskritisation)-



      

  









  













    







  

 



    

(Fertility culture) 









 



   





 

    























        
       

 


       
   

      
         


      

 
     
     
      
     
         

  
        

   
          

     
        

   
 
  

        
  
 

       
         
       
       


           

    












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

(Refugee) 

     

(ethnocentric) 







   











   

Landed Gentry 



      









       





 











     

      

  

 



  











  
  
  
  
  
  

    








   



 



A Note on the Rajbanshi of Eastern India with Special

Reference to Social Movement

(Home Land) 







    













     


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     

        







         







  







 

 domestic servant  



 







     

         

(Dynamics) 

Landed Gentry     

          





      

Elite 







(Nuclear Family) 

   

        (Conjugal

relationship)   (Consanguineal  relationship)  

 







  



     



        







          









 Hamilton, Dr. Bukanan;Account of the District or Zilla of Rangpur, 1810, India

Office Library, Appendix - III of the District Cencus Hand Book Jalpaiguri and

Cooch Behar, WB, 1915 The Koch and Rajbanshis both being part of the larger

Bodo Slock belong to the same caste.

 Hunter, W W; A Statistical Account of Bengal Vol V (London : Turbner & Co

1872) Page - 43

 ;





 ;



 ;



 ;



 ;



 ;

 8A-8B, 

;



 ;


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
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
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 




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
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





        



 



     

















 













































 

























  

     

 





















 













   












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





  

      







    







 

 



































 















































































 

  

  

















    



  

      









 









   













   



  





   

















































 





































































   









  







 





 
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

 

 




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 






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 
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


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





       

 



   








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







 























      











        


































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       
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
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









        



(constructed reality)









 





   

    





           

 





  



   












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
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
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
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



 





















(Folk Tale)











    





     

       

   












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 





   









 











          

          

         





      

 









        










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




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  

    




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 















     

  



 











     



      











 





    



         







   
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


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     




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
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       
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
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



      
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        

        



       







   
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



  



 

         













  

 



  







 
    

         
  

          
          

 
 





         
  

       
 

         
 

       
 

           
          
        

    
        

  
          

  
        

 
        

   
         
            

        
        


        

   
          

  
        

 
        

  
       
        

   





    
    

        


         
   

         
           

  
       

 
        
        

 
         
       
        
         
          
        
       
         
        
         
         
        

 
         

 
          
          
        

     
      

          
     

  





 
         


          

   
         

    
          
           
          

  
           

   
         

 
          


       

 
  

      
           
        
       
         
        
          
            
          

  
        
          
        
         

  
       

    





          
   

        
          
           

 
        
         

  
        
      
         

 
          
         
        

 
         

 
        
      (Folk  tale)     
           

   
         

   
     
         
        
         
          


          
       
        
          





        
         
        

 





 





    







 






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

































  





































      









 







 

































  

  













 









 















 





     





























 










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































         















































       

  
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





  



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         



 

 





 



 

 






















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



























       









 







 









 There is no doubt that at the present day irrespective

of any question of origin, the Rajbanshi and the Koch are separate castes.










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 





















    

(Assimilation), (Borrowal),(Imitation),

(Acculturation)(Imposition) 

    

     

























































































































































































































































































































































       


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













Fer-

tility Cult 

     





         

















    























          











     













     



  

       



   









       



 









































        











        

 



  



 







 
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



 
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
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
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























  

       

   



    





 

   

 (song of rain inducing)  

 song of exorcist  

  (love song)  

  (religious song)  

   

(song of goddess of Tista River)

   

(song of goddess of Tista River)

   







   

(song of marriage of God Siva)

(song of a grown up 

unmarried girl)

(song of the spirit of vote 

Thakur)

 (marriage song) 

 (song of Ramayan) 

(song of goddess of snake) 

(one kind of theatre) 

 

 (like a violin)  

   

 (wooden made)  

 (wooden drume)  

  (small tasi)  

  (four stringed harb)  

 (flute made by bamboo)  

 (a flute)  

 (bamboobsheet)  

(big cymbal made of brass 

or bell metal)

(horn of buffalo or bamboo 

or wood blow as a flute)









































       





       



















   
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











 



             



 











 

























        





     























        

   

 



















   







      

(Hinduization)









     
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   





  







     Bisu assumed  the

name of Bisva Singh, and his brother Sisu became Sib Singh, while many

of his followers discarded their old tribal designation and called themselves

Rajbansis.

Bisva Singh now became a great patron of Hinduism. He worshipped

Siva and Durga, and gave gifts to the disciples of Vishnu and also to the

priests and astrologers. He revived the worship of Kamakhya, rebuilt her

temple on the Nilachal hill near Gauhati, and imported numerous Brahmans

from Kanauj, Benares and other centres of learning.

























 









  










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
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


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

    

    

   


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

      





 









      

(animism) 



  






































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




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





     

 





     























 

 







    
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
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










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

    

(oral literature) 












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



        
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



   



















(animism) 







 



     

     











       (Fertility

Culture) 



 








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



   





          





 

  







  







        





       

 
   
   
  (part of holly, mud)  

plastering each other an intimacy with).

 (a game of skill)  
   
 (like ha-du-du)  
   
 (like cricket)  













  



  

 


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





       















  





(Ingradiant) 



           









  

  







   

 





   

     





















 











(Negative) 

  















 



 










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

 





      

XXXI

      

XXXII

 





(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  











 

       

          









 

 









 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 



 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 





 

 







 

 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 











 

 



   

















(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   





 

 

 

 





 

   



 

 

 

 

 

        
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 
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 
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
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 



  



 













(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    













 

 



 

 



 

 







    

   
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
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
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





(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 







 

 

 

 





 

 











 











(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



 

 



 

     









 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 







 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 











(Focused Interview)

 

 

 

 

 

 + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  















 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

        



 

 



        









 

 

 

       





 

         



 

 



 

 



       



 
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  

 



 

 



 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 









 

 

 



 





 



 

  

 



 



       



   



 

       



 

 



 



 

 







 

 



        



 
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

 

  





 





 



 

 







  

 



 

   

 



 



   

 

 

    



  



  





 



 

 

 



 



 

   





 

 



 





 



 

  

  

 

  

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 



 



 



 







 

 

 

 



   

 

 



 



 

 



 



  

   

       



      



 

  

 

      



 





  







 



 

 



  



  



  

 

  

  

     



 



 



  



 

  



 

      



     







 

 

  

     



 


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 

 

 













 

  





 

  

  



  



 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 



 



 



 

 

   

 

    



 



 







 





 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 







  



 



 

 

  





 





 





 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 

   



 

 



  

 



 



 




























































































































































































































 

































































































































































































 

















































































































































































































































































































































 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































