I ﬁlT RODUCT ION

The obiect of this study is to make an enguiry inte tre growth
and development of the system of education in certain areas of the
rorthern regions of West Rengel. The work has been confined to the
three northern most areas,of parjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Coochbehar
20 that-the thesis may be kept ;1thin reasonable limits, The two
other districts of Malda and .i’:}gat Dinajpur, on which ample materials
are available, will be taken up at some later date for a separaﬁe Se
tudy,

_ Any exercise in intellectualidiscipline needs a justification
for its existence. An attempt has been made in this thesis to bring
to 1light a hitherto neglected area of study. SEVetal works on the
social and educational development of 19th century RBengal have been
made. Bu;no detailed enquiry scems to have taken place on the na-
ture and development of education and its effect on the society in
the districts of northern Bengal. The present work, is expected to
bridée a'gap in the available literatuxe?=ﬁy making a careful enqui-~
Yy to discover'new 1nformatio§s and'verify éxisting knowledge.

A vital problem like edueation should be studied against the

‘background of political, economic and social conditions, which infl-

uence 1ts”g:bwth and development. Thg love ﬁorulearning had an ear-
ly origin intthis"country which can well be proud of an ancilent and
glorious cultural haeritage. Th;s_scholastic syi;*t, though interrdp—
ted bv'successive invasions and ﬁénetraticns through the ages, was
not totally ecltpsed. |

When the East India Company appeared on fhe»po;itical scendw
of India ihe country was ih complete disarray following the weskeni-
ng of the Mughal central authorit#. The East India Company was prim-

arily a trading company; but by 1792 it had been able to consgolidate
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its position in the country as a political power. It could then
turn to edministrastive and educational meesures.

The gradual intrcoduction of ﬁ%ngliéh in the Indlen system of
education by the East India Company's Covermment was destined to bre-
iﬁg about far téach&ng changes ia the socio-economic texture of Inde
fan fociety. The education »olicy was part of the progravme €0 conge
clidate British rule in India. The dissenination of Engliszh educatie
on would greste a olass .m‘.’ Indians full of warmast praise for weszte--,v/
Am culture axif;a thought and 'mérahy aesist Esrit;ah coleonial imporiale
iz to take deap roots ‘in the countzry to the detriment of Inéi{m' cu=
lture and oducation. Their advocecy of Bnglish education war also
influenced by finmciél and administrative considerations. Engageme-
nt of Indiane in s%um#&iﬁaﬁ' ;;as&é would mean aconemy in administrae-
tion. aesmw; a demand would be craated for English consumer goods
by the western oducatesd youthe

| The procese of introducing tnglish educetion first began in
Bengal, tut one ehould take note of the fact that it dié€ not spread
uniformly all over the province. The northern part of Bengal remaine
eﬂ} isolated from the mainstroan of events the reasson for which is to B
e sought in the psycrological, soedal, ethiecal, financial end polit-
ical factors. '

The Rajsahi and Cooohhehar Division which incorporated, améng
m_:hars.. the éisstxicts’ﬁﬁ Darjeelding, Jalpaiguri and the princely Ste
ate of a':aocb’-'éehar(due to the minm:itf of the faja), was the vast ané
fortile troct between the Ganga snd the Himelayass This wak & land
_af coptragts the seorching heat of the plalins mingleﬁ with the cool,
salubrious elimaﬁe of the mountsins, the tropical vegetation gradua-
lly rsceded to give way to the tea gardens and pine'.foz:ests of the

Himalayas. With ites diverse culture, language,creed, ite veried
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dorpholegy and landsespe thie rogion was very different from tna‘
rest of the province. The presence of various trives - the Lenchas,
ahutias ip the hills and the Mech, Zods and Rajbansis in the plaei-
ns togashér with the Nepalis, made life here very colourful end
fasoinating. T11l it came to be connected by roads and m;lwags in
the elghties of the nineteenth century these regions of north Benge
al were isolated more or less from the mst;. of the province. The
district 65 Z)aéj esling, f*m vesult of Sritish a"n’naﬁa&:ian of hili
tracts from xm&ia’s xmlghtm:m. is relstively mocdermn. $o wos Jalpa-
iguri which was formed inm & district in 1869, -

| The two ﬁ;str&ctzs of Darjeeling aond Jalpéiguzi and the Stas
te of Coochbehar, which is the subject of this thesis, ware backwae
zd when miﬁw‘mﬁ o ‘ﬁh#ﬁﬁ?&&& reglons of Bengal. The new concepts
and ideas thot British ruls had introduce in the country seemed to
have no infldence in this part of the country. The Sengal Renatvsan-
. ge, which wae the result of the impact of British rule and modemn
western cultuie. aid not 'fm;_;mh: this region. Sociat_;.r hers was unaffe-
‘egted by the changes that ﬁém being brought sbout by the spresd of
western education elSewhere. Ths arbience of Calcutta, the Metropoe
‘1is of British India end commercial and political eapitsl of the co-
untry, was hairdly perceptible here. The i'gth‘emtuw charactagpistics
of Bengal had not the faintest trace heree The jowrimteé aducatice
nal syat:em'aﬁ the British had iittle to offer to the peéple of these
regions, Bxeapt for the tea industry in Darjeeling and the Docare of
Jalpaigurl, which sttracted wast number of lavourers from the adjol-
ning regions, thers waz nothing here that could promote the growth

of a socdally end intellectually conscious middle class. The Govern-
ment cwployees who ceme here on sppointment left the region soon af-

ter the completion of their tenure. They had no roote hers that



| tould generate the growth of a healthy widdle class. The total abe
seﬂéef of the upper and middle clasées' created vacuums in the social
structura, This waa. particularly avident in the district of Darjee-
1ing. The picture was a little different in Jalpaiguri. Here immig-
ranta £rom the neightouring districts of Réngpurg Fabna et¢. made
the district thelr home. From this group wers té emerge the middle
end upper sectiona of Jalpaiguri's society. Sut this was & long A=
awn process, stretching from 1869 to the end of the aaﬁtuxvf its o
effeqt could not be immediately felt. | |

Darjeeling provided a virgin soil for the Christisn missio-
nary activities. ﬁem the eéiﬁiae of the ahux:eh- c:£ Chrlst was erec~
ted slowly. The teils end aacriﬁiéea of the Church of Scotland did
not go in valn. They succeeded. in emt\abiishang several schiools for
the hitherto neglected people of the aills.

— Jalpaiguri, with a population that consisted mainiy of the
agricultural and lai’mauring"eiaaaes. had more or less @ similas Sto-
vy to tell. Bere too educational progress was siow. . ‘

Coochbehar being 8 native State had a diffevent pclit:!.-cai'
and admin:!.sﬁa:ativa sat upe .mt no ﬁanbt hac‘i 3 culi:uz:al truéitian but
aﬂucationausr the Ramanais oﬁ Ooochbe‘mx.‘ tralled far hehs.nﬂ the pe-

epla of Benqal. That is whwp, in ‘spite of t’ae empleymmt potemtial N

@f thea px&nce&y utate, all t?xe administmt&va po&zts were held bsi

-the Bengalia of Bxitish Inﬁian te;ri_taw. rhe ’i‘xaharajw @f ce@chbe-

har patroniced education. The spactacular ‘éave_:’l@pmmt,of edugation
~in the last few decades of the nineteenth centﬁry was solely due to
the great interest taken by Meharaja Nripendra Karayen.

| on the whole, the pericd under study was characterized by
&gnor‘ance. i_liit.emw and :aécial isolaticon of the people. Here the .
downward £iltration ttaépry thaﬁ education must pém},a&;a down f£rom



the top to the lowermost regions was unworkable. Zducation here
hed to be bmught. to the very deors of the ignorant masses. 'i‘ho
vast majar:lty af tha poegle here belonged to t:he wricgltuml

class who wera &8¢ the Report on Fublie Inatruction of 1863-34

said, " too pocr to get wp afc“‘mala for thesselves or too ignorant

to care much sbout sducation.® They hed neither the mesns nor &
the inclination for é‘cveslqpmg any mpmiation for it. Tais ex~-
plafne the existence of only a hendful of middie Enguﬁffz and mi~-
ddle vernaculer scheols, =nd with the sole a&aeét#on of the Vice
toria celliege, thare wasz no inai:itmﬁion for higher elucation,
ﬂ@r&h Bemqal wag ond still i¢ & rather backward and nege

lected ares. In the subseaguant chipters saveral pmhlm relati.

ne m sduration in Dariesling, Copohtehar aénﬁ Jelperiquri have bhe-
en investinated, .';?hu extent to vhich education hed spraad in the
:l?th century, the impact of ite dwélqpmmt on soclety, the ras-
sons for ite spathy to tha deep atirc chuaeﬁ By the satablisiment
of British mie in Bengsl, the efforts of the Q&,ﬁattm. micsionas
riae to exploit the situatlons t:ﬁ»air sMucaticonel activities and
the results, the efforts on the part of the é‘avammmt and indi~
viduals to snlighton ths passes -~ all these snd various cther cow

ralated guestionu have been investigated in this work,




