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~·ie l.ive in a land of millioa ri...,.;rs. Lt is easy to imag.ine 

the oart each of these rivers and their numerouo tributi;!ries . . 

play in our cultural as well as oconomic life. Jver tho ages, 

1:1e have accepted with grati·tudt~ ·the bene£lt in t~he fr.)rm of 

easily produc-tive, fertlle, ri·.;erine silt. But, the destruc­

tive fury of thesa rivers has be~m a constant headache. ~ur 

inability to .rein ·these destru.ct.iVCi! forces hus prd..Jably 

arisen fron'l the .lack of kn~)\'iledge ;Jf the basic physical 

churacteristics of these riv~r5. ~inco rnJGpendenco, scvoral 

attempts have been made t.o turn thiJ work of these rivers 

wholly to our advaateges by a nu;nbe.t· of 'r1ultipurposa Projects •. 

It is very unfortunate that these hu\Te only been partly 

successful. Also, studies.in this field of river dyn~~ics have 

been mostly narrow, envisaging only segments c£ the total 

problem. 
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The ~ish.and the Gish, the two left bank tribu­

taries of the mighty river Tista, are and becoming progre­

ssively more, problem ridden. Ever since thS British 

occupation, the phys-\co-cultural set-up of the catchments of 

these two rivers has been seriously disturbed. Tea plantation, 

extensiv~ heedless deforestation, shifting cultivation, 

haphazard mining and construction works, inadequate drainage, 

in other-words - WlScientific and unplanned usage of- land has_ 

led to the establishment of ~he vicious cycle of denudation; 

heavy and concentrated rainfall ·aggravating soil erosion, 

landslides and floods ruining the lives and properties of the 

local inhabitants. At this moment, th~refore, suggest:.ion of re­

. meu:(.-ai· -'m~sures and their act! ve impl_ementation is of vi tal 

concern, for on it, depends the ecological balance and geo­

political stability of this strategically important part·of 

the country. 

A number of case studies on landslide and flood-

problems of these two basins have been attempted in post 
' . 

independent· India, both at personal and government levels. 

Sad to· say: ·,most .. <;>f"~hem are found wanting in a systematic and 

camp~ehensive approach-to the-problem. 

As such, the present researcher has· been investi­

gating into these vast and !nterO:woven problems of the- rivers 

Lish and Gish since July 1981 and the present dissertation is 
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tha:: outcome of this long persuit. 
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