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we live in a land of million rivers. It is easy to iimaglne
the part each of these rivers and thelr numerous tributarles
piay in our cultural as well as sconomic life. Jver the ages,
we have accepted with gratitude the benefit in the form oF
easily productive, fertile, riverine gilt. But, the destruc-
tive fury af'thesé rivers has been a constant headachc. Jur
inability o rein these destructive forces has probably
arisen from the lack of Knowledge 0f the baslic physical
characteristlcs of these rivers., slace Independenca, several
3 .
attempts have been made to turn thoe work of these rivers
wholly to our advantages bQ‘é numbar of 'Multi@urpose Projectst.
It is wvery uafortunate that these have only bzen partly
successful. Also, studies.in this field of river dynamics have
been mostly narrow, envisaging only segments of the total

problem.
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The Lish and the Gish, the two left bank tribu-
taries of the,mighty'river Tista, are and becoming progre-
ssively more, problem ridden. Ever since the British
occupation, the physico~cultural set-up of the catchments of
these two rivers has been seriously disturbed, Tea plantation,
axtensive heedless deforestation, shifting cultivation,
haphazard mining and construction works, inadequate drainage,
in other words - unscientiflic and unplanned usage of land has,
led to the establishment of the vicious cycle of denudation;
heavy and concentfated rainfall aggravating soil exosion, .
landslides and floods ruining the lives and properties of the
local inhabitants. At Ehis moment, therefore, suggestion of re-
.medial measures and ?heir active implementation is of vital
concern, £or on lt, depends the ecological balance and geo-
political stability of this strateglcally important part of
the country. ‘ | \

A number of casé\étudies on landslide and flood-
problems of these tﬂo basins have been attempted in post
independéﬁt'India, both at personal andwgovernment leveis.
Sad to'say;“ﬁostkgf>§h§@~are found wanting in a systematic and
comprehensive approachxt6‘£he~p:oblem.

As such, the present researcher hSS‘been investi-
gating into these vast and inter~woven probleﬁs of the rivers

Lish and Gish since July 1981 and the present dissertation is
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the outcome of this long persult.
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