






PREFACE & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 
The primary purpose of this study, entitled ‘Representing Colonial Masculinity through 

Hunting (1773 - 1949): A Study of the Princely State of Cooch Behar,’ is to relate 

colonial India’s Environmental History with the meta historiography of South Asia. The 

study focuses on the history of hunting as an expression of colonial masculinity in India 

with special reference to the hunting practices of the princely state of Cooch Behar. The 

study further explores the inter relationship of hunting with political authority, gender 

identity, and ecological concerns.Hunting studies on sub-Himalayan North -Bengal have 

so far not been attempted by the scholars of environmental history. The present micro-

level study on hunting of the princely state of Cooch Behar is an honest attempt to put 

forward several factors that contributed to the hunting by the royals.  British education, 

guardianship and the ideological construction of masculinity brought Cooch Behar royals 

to masculine sports shooting.  
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academic support, for example, Sri Rishikalpa Paul, Dr.NripendraNath Paul, and Sri 

Mridul Narayan. I am very thankful to them for their support. 

I have been benefited from a number of institutions in the preparation of this work. I owe 

my gratitude to the Library Authorities and Research Institutions that I have visited 

during the course of my work. I express my special gratitude to the staff members of 

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi; National Archives of India, New 

Delhi; Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Central Library, JawaharLal Nehru University (J.N.U.), New 

Delhi; Central Library, Guwahati College, Guwahati, Assam; Hem Barua Library, B. 
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Assam, Directorate of Library Services, Guwahati, Assam; National Library of India, 
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Sabha Library, Cooch Behar, West Bengal for their kind help in locating documents for 

this study. 
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has encouraged and guided me in each stage. My journey would be incomplete without 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 
 

I.C.C. - Imperial Cadet Corps 

E.I.C. - East India Company 

J.N.U. - Jawaharlal Nehru University 

V.I.P. - Very Important Person  

A.D.C. –Aide-de-camp 

H.R.H –His Royal Highness or Her Royal Highness 

A.D. –Anno Domini 

K.C.I.E. –Knight Commander of the Indian Empire 

I.N.C. – Indian National Congress 

M.C.C.- Marylebone Cricket Club 

 

Capt. – Captain 

Lt. – Lieutenant 

c. – Circa 

Ft. - Feet 

In. – Inch  

 
 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Khubber : News 

Khubberia :  Bearer of News 

Fasan :  Quicksand 

Nullah :  A stream or drain or marshy ditch land 

Gadlah :  Pad 

Nimrod :  A mighty hunter. According to the Bible, he was a 
mighty hunter before the Lord. 

Purdah :  It was a practice of seclusion or using a veil in front of 
outsiders.  

Quorn hunt :  Fox hunting  

Covert shooting :  It was a shooting practice in England where the ‘stops’ 
and ‘beaters’ would be used. 

Mahout :  Elephant rider, trainer and keeper. 

Jemadar :  A junior or minor official or a person who does menial 
jobs.  

Shikari :  Hunter 

Pelku :  A Shikari 

Singbir :  A Shikari 

Bholi : A Shikari 

Poku :  A Shikari or News Bearer 

Hatasu :  A Shikari 

Gedra :  A Scavenger 

Jogin :  Perhaps a Mahout  

Asgar :  He was Jemadar.  

Kala :  A Shikari 

Tangru :  Perhaps Mahout. 

Bagh :  Tiger  
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Goru :  Bison 

GulzarPiyari :  A Female Elephant 

Rung Bahadur :  An Elephant 

MotiPershad :  An Elephant  

Ram Pershad :  Nripendra Narayan's Elephant  

Gulzar :  An Elephant 

Sunker Das :  An Elephant 

Kennedy :  An Elephant 

Kamalini :  A Female Elephant 

Nurjahan :  A Female Elephant 

Secunder :  An Elephant 

Bissen Singh :  An Elephant 

Dalton :  An Elephant 

Sagaria :  A Female Elephant 

Runjit Singh :  An Elephant 

Bathani :  A Female Elephant 

Smith :  An Elephant  

TimurSaha :  An Elephant 

MohunLal :  An Elephant 

Ganesh :  Elephant 

Dhura :  An Elephant 

Indrajit :  An Elephant 

Gajeri :  A Female Elephant 

Kate :  Elephant 

Suliman :  An Elephant  

Peabody :  An Elephant  

Oranzeb :  An Elephant  
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Pollen :  Photographer 

Gordon :  Commissioner of Cooch Behar  

Kneller :  Tutor and guardian of Nripendra Narayan  

Jai :  Sawai Man Singh II, Maharaja of Jaipur. 

Jit :  Jitendra Narayan  

Rajey :  Rajendra Narayan  

Jyotindro :  Jyotindro Narayan. Brother of Nripendra Narayan  

Sujey :  Relative of SunityDevee. 

Sukriti :  Elder daughter of Nripendra Narayan  

Maharani :  Queen of Maharaja 

Victor :  Victor Nityendra Narayan  

Gajendra :  Gajendra Narayan  

N. Sen :  Nirmod Sen. Relative of SunityDevee. 

P. Sen :  Piter Sen. Relative of SunityDevee. 

Gurh :  Tough or Deep  

Mahaseer :  Fish 

Chala Gaya :  Gone 

Jhow :  Tree 

Line Shooting :  The shooting by making a line of beaters (mainly pad 
elephants). 

Stop Shikari :  Those hunters or shooters who would stay calmly on 
standby position mainly on howdah elephants. 

Howdah :  The howdah is a carriage placed on the back of an 
elephant. It is used to transport important people during 
hunting and warfare. 

Pad Elephant :  An elephant that is furnished with a pad for carrying 
mainly burdens instead of carrying passengers. 

Halal Karo :  Slaying  

Kheddah Operation :  Elephant capturing expedition. 
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Hands :  A unit of length. 1 hand is equal to 4 inches. 

Dum Dum Bullet :  The ammunition (bullet) was named after the Indian 
town Dum Dum near Kolkata. 

Stone :  A unit of weight. 1 stone is equivalent to 6.35029 kg. 

Tel-el-Kebir :  It was a decisive battle in 1882 between the British and 
the Egyptian. The British army won the battle in a 
sudden assault preceded by a march under cover of 
darkness. 

 

 

 
 


