Chapter 2

IMPACT OF TEA GARDENS

2,1 ABOUT TEA GARDENS

The tea garfens of the dooars of the“~Jélpaiguri
district have: through Ayee__ars contributed to the growth of a
nunber of small towns which are now developing into urban
aréés of lar'ger‘ size; Ie.ven the district town of Jalpaaguri
‘has benefited in one ox Lhe other, from tea plantaticn
Althougn early planters of the Dooars area happen to be the'
Bengali upper miadle ClaSa s’cationed in the Jalpaiguri town,
the growth of these fam:i.lies as planters nas trensformed the
character of ‘the Jalpaiguri town. Non-Bengali bus inessmen
f£rom cther éta_tes a_re'néw owners of a large number of tea
gardens here end some of the head offices have now moved to

Cal Cuttap .

Leav:mg as.n.de Jalpaiguri, most of the present towns,.
some impor.i:ant zoads and even the Coronation ‘Bridge on the river
‘reesta were built by the tea companies. The village we study,
measu;{l.ng a cijx_ange in interval of fourteen years, is located
nea:rﬁflf‘a&:ﬂto;iganj,- a coun'try township developed by the 'tea
intere's_ts of _f:lvrxe-ﬂ locality. A nearby hicher secondary school
was set uwp by the, trade unlons of tea companiesy - Although
trade unions took the:fnitiative the funds were prov,ided by the
ga,rdeh_s- o.ﬁr objecl‘: :l.s to see-whether, and if so to what

extent the existence of tea gardens has been instrumental in



transforming the activities of the village.

The area falls within the Kalchini block of the
aaipaiguri éisﬁr’ict of West Bengale The :efemnce yéaz of
the d&ta collected for the ox:iginal suzvey is 1979430, The
populatian ue selecceé consigts of 128 households who veer

around a cem:xal point., It is £found that a sggment @ﬁ villageins

who 1ive in what has been regaxded by tﬁe authoritics of C:ens:\jgf” !

operations of 1981 as Uttar Litabari and snother segment of
populetion of Dakshin Latabari have combined into the selected
villageipopul&tioﬁ'o A resuwvey of a large fraction of these
housemms was maéé -wt-er.- The éata collected theough t:his "
resurvey xelate to the year 1993-94.

The resurvey was made for 30 households seleatea on
the basis of stratified sampling. The total amount of populatian
in the original population was 647 with the regultant fam:u.y
size ag. Se 05, The corresponding figutes of the sample dere 187
and 6423, '

2.2 DEATH RATE &5 AN INDICATOR OF HEALTH CARE

To begin ‘with, we present the distribution of the
population by agé and sex at two different points. Within a
span of fourteen years there has been some decline in the health
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Table 1
Distribution of the Pogulation (1979-80) by Age and Sex

Age group Male  Female  Total  BeCh

Ce 5 . 43 .45 88 13.6
5¢15 113 - a2 195 30,2
15 -60 | 195 161 356 5540

above 60 . 6 2 8 1.2 ;

".‘L‘ablé’-'Z

Distxibution ‘'of ‘the sanple ‘Population (1993-94)
. by Age and Sex

Age’ group Male , | Femail'e-;i' "Totai P.C:. |

- 5 32 9 21 11.2
8- 15 23 22 45 . 24,1 ¢

16 =60 - . 58 4 - 107 5742
Abovesg - 12 - 2_‘ . .14 7.5 -

Total , .. .. 105, . 82 . 187  100,0

Table 3
core &emaqraphic ﬁata about Original and Sample POpulations

? .

Population B:lrths Deaths ‘Population’' Annual Amnual Annual
- during last 5§ § yrs.ago rate of rate of rate of
"~ Jast 5 ‘y¥se births deaths gtowt:h |
YEISe A |

1979.80 ’ . ot

sample 21 14 180 232 1,54  0.78
1993-94
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Table 4

Other Demographic Data

| Itenis | | o | | Original Papulation Sanple POpulation
Number of couples | 124 _ - 33
Number of Families | o
or households : 128 Lo - .30
Number of aouples ' : o
- per family - 0,927 ‘ -~ 1470 -
Pamily size o 7 5,08 N v6~,;;23» :
Table § )

Eemale-Male Ratio by Age-groups

A8 B

Age groups '_ _ _” Female-mle Ratio in-
~ Original population Sample population

Tiow o 1.04 0375 :

5= 15 3 0.73 . 0,96

15 « 60 . 0.83 0.84
| ab¢§§ 60 - 0.33 . 0,16
EXTE o 081 0,78

status of the people, ag evidenced by‘thé increase in the
.mox:tali"y or death ‘rate of peaple. ‘But the poor peoiale here
have now succ:eeéed to reduce the rate ef their: birt.hs. ‘The | :
rate of grow‘ch of pop_v._:lation has declined mainly as.a. 'resulﬁ

of increase in the x:ét’é of deéths. -XE the rate of aeaths would 1

have remained constant, the axmual rate of gmw’ch ef population .

might have béesn a little over 1 per cent,
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In this analysis we have not taken into account the
effect of sfatnpling',flnctuationg.;’Qr any questibn on the
tenab.:.l;ty of comparing small populatmns for st\_clying demo-
graphic featuress - That the rate of growth of po_pulatx.on after
fourteen years has been lower is alsoexhibitea.by ‘the
corre,épondi’ﬁgi fi'gﬁrés of persons aged upto 5. The figure for

the new population is lower,

It might appear that in the dfiginal'popu%a§ion:thQ:
female capécity to fight death is not perceptible, in the new
sample wamen do not seem so helpless at least till they are 60,
S ince we do not see in the tsble the movement through time of
t_he_ same cohort,; we cannot SUprort .tbe view that more women
rather than men 'périshea through time in the. old pcopulation..
What might be seen appaxen tly can be suppozte& only on the
supposition that persons entering the age-group had the same
female male atio as that of the ea::lj.er age-group. In other
wo:ds, if the success.ule addz.tlon to a p0pulat:§.on maintain a
stability in FPemale male ratio then the suspicion thai: women's
£ight against death was rela‘k:wely less suppor:cea than the f:i.ghi:

of their cour u-,xpari, gathers substance,

The' education status of" the"ip'ebpﬂle at two different
points of time exhibits indeed significant differences It is
possible that this clear enhancement of human capital has
| contxibuted to reduction of death-rate of women, From tsbles |
6.7 and 8 it is clea: that but for the helplessness of some I

agr:ic_u].tural lsbourers the death rate would not have increased |
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at'éilo

In Table 3 we have seen the pictuze of the original |
papulation'aﬁﬂ of a sample of that, popﬁlatieﬁ after fourteen
yeéfs‘i‘;‘ wé ‘have zeparated the famllies of perin:meni: tea garden

' workééés_ from the original as well as subsequent sample

Table 6 : ., - a

Bimh-rates aad Death-rates 1n Two Po:lnts of Time
in I’amilies o:c Pemanent 'Iea Garaan Workers

Annual rateof - 1979-90 o 1993-94

Bixths_ Co 243 | © 146

Beaths o 144 B | lel

population. mhe ‘annual rates of bix:ths and deaths were computed'

4and are shovm in table 6e

Thié state of the birth and deaths of the segment of
permanent tea garden workers cah now be compared with that forx |
famil.tes af agricultural workers as well as of residual pOpulation._
Tables 7 and 8 sumarise the rates of births and deaths at two
poim:s of tlme of the familieg of agricultural labourers and.
those of mqidual popul ation, ‘

' Tabie 7

Birth and Death rates in Two Pdints of Time~
in E‘ami],ies of Agricul’cu!:al Labourers

Annual rate of  1979-80 o 1993-94

y Bi:ths :~'- . .3,2 3‘1
’neath.s ' 2,0 - . 642
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Table 8

Birth end Death Rates in Two Points of Time
in‘Families of Residual Populatioan :

Anmnual rafe of X - 1979+80 . . 1993-94
Births 3,6 24

‘besths .2 1.2

On gomc thrcugh the three tables for three segments
of populetion we fiw zhe permanent tea garden labcmrers enjoyed
throughout the benefit of the lowest rate of death, ~ This is
because they receive free medical treatment and free medicine

frc{:iri[the’_company health centzes:in their tea -gardéqé:

Table ©

New and 01ld Literacy Ratesg {(Census Definition)
in Three Secments of Po;;ulation

:“véegmen.t | o | Literacy Rate (Censu,s Deﬂnitionx
| | 1979-80 . 199394
Fermanent 'I’ea ca'cden | 24-.6 | | 4740
- Liebourers = e
Agx:&cultuxal zaabouresrs 401 | 0
Residual Populat:ﬂ.on F 1 23.8 | 705
Total . . o 2143 6148

& xeview off.’ the progress in literacy in course of
the last fourteen yea::s as seen from tables 9 and 10 supports
the hypothesis that the fxee medical treatment received rather

B4

than literacy has a more powerful influence on red- tion of
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death :ates. Even though fx:ee medical treatment is more

powerful thcm lites:acv as £acztm: ta beaz on death - rate, the

Table 19'

‘Hew and old Literacy Rates 6 Yts. or Moze o£
educatian) in '.L’h::ee segments of Population °

7 Segment - iaiteracy Rate (S.tx Years or More o:E
Educ t__ga _
| 19?9»8-0* g 3.993-94
Pemanent Teas ' : ' o
Gaxden Labourers o T - - Te4
Agricultural. Labourers = 2,0 | o
Residual Population -  36a4
Potal 66 . 28,1

progress of ll'ilt#::écy; hag been nore ma:!'ed' in the x:esiéual
nonulation; The agri.cultural labourers en,joy the lowest

congumpt ion b@mefits of literacy. .

whe ves,.dual population ba:.!ng relatively. larqe
it :Ls nat:ural that the. perfozmance of a few p:ogmssive families
has heiahtened the.ir agg:egate pmportion of 14 terates especially
in the sample 14 yeazs J.ater. '

2.5 PURE I.\IR‘ER&CY

, In the 'o‘ ﬁi’g:jinal §6pulation the literacy rate acc§ rding |
to Census éefinitio‘ﬁ is hichest zwong the tea gaxden laboure;is.
Their rate is hicher than that of the residual popul'at:l.on. The
louest rate qf‘. -ll'l.teé%qi 4.9 found aong the ags::!.cultv ;;%L X abaufe::s.

16 MAR 2001 @“ﬁmm. o

Ené, armelasiy
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There is no doubt that the literacy ra'te in terms of
Census defim.t:ion ag well a8 6 years or more of education has |
increesed in cot..rse of *"‘ourteen yearss, In both ways the pzogress
of literacy ie posx.tive among pemanent tea gar.ﬂen 1abourers
whereas in the span of fourteen years' l:l.teracy. of either of

the twe aeﬁinitions, Vanashes among agricultural 1abourere.

2,4 EFFICIENCY OF FARMING

' 'J:he costs and output in agricultuze in the farms of
permanent tea garden labourers and those of compa::able size
of the residual pOpulation in the orig:lnal pcapulation reveal |
impo ztant d:lfference in the two gzoup-s. ‘The farms of i:ea garden
workers useé better .'melements and seeds. A 11tt1e handicap )
in respect: of these inputs was more than overcome by the farms
of the comparable eize of the residual population by greater |
use of mandays, ’,l,‘hese farms used Rs.93 worth m_andays_more pQE
acre against a recftiéﬁien pf ‘inputs 1ike irﬁp;eﬁenté, seeds or
ofééhid‘ menures to the- extent of Rs%éé onlys so the resiéuai
pOpulation produced mo re per acre than the tea. garden workers.

The picture is presented in table llp
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Table 11
" Costs and Output
Total Output
Refetence Year 1979-80., | ‘eticiginalipopulatioiz'.

pe scrip’cion %\argnrage ger &:ra L Cost (Bs.}pez gcre on |

. size Main By To‘ul Dep.Seeés Otga- Inor-ﬂome Hired To-

 (awves) pXO= “pic  ganic Labilab, tal
. S ductg ‘ L o }
Farms of : ' y ' =a - -
Tea woskers 3e3 < 777 169 946 160 41.20 ;9-..70 - 354 81 665.9
Farms of . .. .. _ T
Others L 309 ' 824 154 978 139 35000 28,00 = 398 13473400

Table 12
Costs and Output
Total Gutput
Refezence Year 1993-94 Sauple Population

Avera- Per Acre L

Desc‘r‘iption oo farm ¢ Output(Rs )‘ c»:st (Rs.) pe.. aca:e on. i
siz;@ Main By Total Dep.Seeds erga- Ino:giom Hi- Total
N Pro= : nic gan;l.c Labered -
. ducts ‘ L : i lab.

Fams of' ‘ . |
Tea workers 245 4284 173 4457 863 2 135. 148 14 1783 420 -3363.6
Farms of.

others 5.? 3203 498 3‘701 558..0 “113 84 = 1?44  493' 3_423.0

_ In the course of 14 yeéf.rs tea workers have St,:éngthenéd K
their position through improvement of their wages in the tea gardens.
Some of their children have become ablé-bodied, They have used 'tm.:'x:ei~
of all impor!:ant inputs and in respect of productivity their farms '

are superiox, There is little doubt that tea workers have cme:ged ;
as a speclal class of the original population.
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2,5 OWNERSHIP OF ANIMALS

The permanent tea workers of the village can be
compared with agricu;tural,labou;q;s ggd productive cperators
of.marg;na;.qsfsubémérginal,faxme;sa._Fa:mers‘who have :elativelyé
' lérgétlholdiﬁ¢s7within the prescribed ceiling enjoy the-advantage;
'>that is at any rate beymnd the reach-of tea workers er'marginal
or sub-marglnal farmer& or ag:icultural labourers.. In. this section
we compare ‘the animal wealth of tea woruars' farm and that of
‘ residual farms both in 1979-80 and 1993-94. The relevant data.
iare presentad in tables 13 and 14, w

Table 13
~ Average Ownership of Cattle
1979-80
N ' . L
Description a__ Per household ownership of
H Bullocks Cous - Galves | Buffalaes_
Permznent ted | 1.60 - 0.80‘.. 073 0,53
workers ' : I L
Res;dual ' *4 ’ . C | RO
population 2_.,00 1,00 0.93 0. go E
| cable 14 . °
Average owners hip af cattle
-1993-94
. e
Description ._per household ownership of -
' . { Bullocks Cows ___Calves Buffsices
Permanent ‘ :
tea workers 1.6 0,60 0.40 . 0.8
Residual 2. 0 1le 20 O. 95 0

population
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| The position of landless agricultural lsbourers and
'that of landless pemianen"t tea ‘workexs at two '.po;l.nts of time |
are given.in tables 15 and 16, In general, they have not acquired
the ability to rear cattle ok have noi: any home lisbour reserve

to look continuously after cattle. ' Permanent tea workers

@@ble 15 - , , \

Ownership of Gattie 19‘79-80
Landless Tea WQrkers and Landless Agri Laboux:ers

beéé;riptiqn E ) per household ownership of ) |
| | ﬁ Bullocks Cows  Calves Buffaloes
Londless Acri. _ .
Labourers : 0 0. 1-6~ 0012 0
~ ‘Landless Tea R o
' Workers , : 0 0 0 0
- Table 16 .

: Ownership of Cattle 199304
Lanc’iless Tea Workers: ané Landless Agri Labourers

Description _ :L Per:' household ownerghip o‘_:f
i : _ o
. : Bullocks Cows  Calves  Buffaloes
Landless Agri. e : R
Labourers - 0 0 0 0
Landless Tea’ '

Workers . ‘ Qe 0. . ... 0. _ 0

whether they are 1anded or landless can never rear cattle if they

do not have any 1nbou:: reserve at home.

PRS Y >
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2,6 < OWNERSHIP OF. LAND. AND CONSUMER DURABLES

- mﬁ@ariaon is being made ;l.n this section among -
_the familiés eﬁrpEzmanent>teafgsrden'workérs'ahé a numbeyr of

other: grof.lp's.w:}.,th thé help of tsbles 17 and 18, -

The' eorrq;a::ison at two points of time reveals an
improvemenr. in the values o:E both 1ands and other congumer
durables, while there hag been a b:l.g apprec:!.ation in the value
of 1ands in the settlement there ha... been increase in che ‘
mzmber of consumer dutables held by the villagez:s. Under the
;Ltem othebrs the people holﬁ after a gpan of- fourteen years T.V.

sets and a motorcycle.

The tea workers' families compare favoursbly in the
base year in__respect of oimexship of bicyéle,s. But after
fourteen years theiy‘r. nosition‘ in -re%nect of ownershin of
bicycles is better only in companson to a.'l.l-farms below 2 acres.
Theix «cosition is even worse than the average v:l,zlage pos;tion
in this respeci:. chevex, it must be added that the avezage
viilage position in this xespect is influenced by the omersh‘ip

of a very féw persons.

The 'pcis;it'ion of the permanent tea Vwb’rkers is conéidera'b',ly
superior to agricultural labourers. In sum their position is
superior to agriculttiral lsbouters and fazmers who own less £han
2 ac:j:es‘. With the heip: of a iittle of .ini:e,zpolation ve can say

that tea garden workers of this area compare favoursble with
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farmers having the sawe amount of landholdings, This may
. testify to better p;igitlt» é.f tea garden workers of the village.

2,7 EMPLOYMENT PATTERN IN TWO COMPARABLE GROUES

| s.ince the fathiliés‘ oflpém‘lanén't fe'a garden wpike:s
and those of faﬁnets with fcoﬁtpafabxé land ho‘iding‘s‘fhave- lands,
it is worthwhile to isolate the feature which distinguish the
families 6f permanent workers, The ‘fl‘e‘_a:!.' point about the -
permanent téa garden workers is that they have full time
employment. As the farmers with comparable landholdings may
suffer very perceptibly £rom want of full employmént the better-
perfomarnce of pérmaﬂneht'-téa gaxden wotkéré in xespsct of |

ownership consumer dursbles is understandable,




Table 17 4
Per Household Hausehold Assets (Land and Consumer Durablées)
' .L979-80

_per Household: H:cuse:hdld ass’éts

Description —e _— — vo— :
‘ : Land Bicyele Radio-sc't :
Amount Value  Mo. value NG, = vaiue .

e i ool

No. - Value  Ho. Value

AnRse - dn Rsa

Pe rmanent tea

garden workers 364 30226 w16 40 - - - A

Se.rV-i.ce holéders and 4. . - o - _ 1" _ - o '
Permanent wage earmers 4:93. 9650 - - - - ST

Agri-lsbourers 0,43 .88,'5»,7 - - - - - - - -

e

Non=Agri.labourers 0,13 375,0 = - .12 31,2 .12 - 215 .
' Farmers upto 1 acre 128 2520,7 - - . - . .
=2 acres 1,94 '5038.0 304 10,4 .04 14,5 = - .06 208
25 acres | 3,54 9321.0 .06 | 20,7 - - - - L B
Above 5 acres = 19§j$§< 2‘9433,_.9[.'_ - - - N B - *,

Total 3:42 8381,0406 18,0 402 3,87 .01 1,70 .01  3.87

(44



. Per Houschold Household Assets (Land and Consuter Purables)

Table 18

159304

"Description

',géq:'fléﬁs'eﬁoié Household assets

YL L XL T

Land

B i c.y e l1e 'Rad‘;i.o-;-s,et’é W at ches Other s

No.. .7 Value'

"No, . Value' Hos

3ﬂﬁalﬁéki“’

Perpmanent tea. garden
workers '

‘Service holders and
pe‘rman ent wage earmers

Agricultural labourers
Farmers up‘;‘:o' 1 acre i
.ﬁﬁgo 2 acres |

2«5 acres

Above 5igcres

2.29

1,15
Le3
3;7§*

10,41 126083

35808

12848
- 98

%

1400

34180
48533

_%¢5Q
0,50
0,33

bl

1.25

13726

1.16

0,50 508,3 = 433

0,80 640 .20
25 -
243,7 J‘f
;213,.-6 | -
' .75
¢16

'1068,7
753, 0

183,0

130

40

487.5 1,00
100

«83

#33

154

429,0

133.3

+20

.16 35

B840

+33 1400

Total

3.43 50331

10,76 58440

«23 ‘

143,3 43

169

.83 6650

26 1623.,6

* Occupations meationed in this and the previous takie rafer to

occupations of family headg.

€z
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Tab:l.—'e io

Employment pattem cf Comparable Families €1979-80)

Description o - . Tea Workezs %nparable I‘amilies
No. of emnloyeé | S : |

adults per nousehold , 364 . 2.4

P.C.cf fully emoloyed adults 39,2 163
‘PeGe Of those: enjov:mg o ' , L

200" days or more (R 4led - - 27.6
P.Ce OFf those en;,oying , .

150 dajs ar mc»re = : 80.8 60,5

S f'-":eaba.e 20

L Employment Pattem of comparame Eamil:n.es (1993-94)

Dcscxipticn | S . Jea Workers ..mrpérable Families

No._af enployeﬁ adu].ts ' 3 | - ' 5
per household : ' :

P.Coof fully employed e e .
adul 'Lb 4 ; 27‘ 3 ; : | o

PeCe OZF aaul“&s emplo,{ed 33,3 10,0
for 200 davs. cr nu ke :

P.C.0f adults enoloyed : S
fo:: 150 éays O more | 3849 B 30.9

ghis becowes a c.irply ;ﬁlcé: £rom tables 19 and 20, At both
t:ime points the emo'i oyment’ pos:l.tlon in the families of permanent
tea garxden warkers enjoy superior ,employment:. This verily supports

their supericr position in respect of consumer assets,
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2,8 DIFFERENCES IN INCOMES

' We examine in this section the relative position of
tea workers and-jnona'-te'a workers in regspect of incomes earmed,
We make this comparison bhoth for the old population and the

sample population after an interval of fourteen years,

. . Table 21

., Measures of Income Distributions of Tea Workers and
. Non-tea Workers .

Measures of income |}  1979+80 = ! 1993.94

3 _ b L i )
distribution i Tea Non-tea § Tea T Non=tea
8 workers WwOIrkers , wo xkers ‘mrkérs

% S 2612 1279 8662 4346 ;
6n ' 512 613 423 3053 ‘
6ne1 526 614 457 3075

n . 18 320 7 72 :

 In the first instance we ::ompar_e the incomés of tea
workers and nonetea workers. WOrkegs in both groupsgj.n‘ciudé hene
female workers also. Despite the g;éat difference in the number
of values in the comparable d_;q}ributidns, it stands to reason

that differencesg in the“‘rhe‘ans are due to real differences in the

occupaticns concerned, "»'_s:inc\e the}:e is a large inequality in the
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Table 22

Measures of Income Dist:ibutions of Male Tea Workers
: - and Male Non-tea workers.

Measures 4 1979-80 o 1993-9%
of income K : R
distribution 3} Male tea  Male Nonetea - Male tea Msle non=tea
(in Rs.) o workers workers ~ workers  workers
% - .. 2660 - 1301. 8662 4929
6n 545 = 643 423 3204
6 nat | 564 645 457 3234
R 11 ,'l_isé B 54

income distribution of agricultural preductive wo i:ke::s- and since |
th;i.s_dj_._s,tgj._bution is Gominated by the low income eamers, the
result testifies to the fact that tea workers earn more than a

very-large number of agricultural productive workers.

We motice the same phenomenoh in table 22 also whag:e-
we exclude fxam both setg female workers.  In point of £fact,
there is no female among tea workers in both tables 21 and 22.
But we have a Adifferenc;:e in table 2-2; '-.rhis d;_!.fference, -t;hough
small, may have far feaching impliéatibh for the future. Froui
table 21, we £ind that tea-noh-tea mean ihcome ratic is 1.99.
This. ratio declines to 1.76 in table 22, This relative decline i
in the-mean income ratio took place inspite of wa'ge hike m'-thé
organised tea sector and inspite of the fact the agricultural
produci:ive activity is still dominated by the single crdp. The

decline was caused both by some increase in productivity in the
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single crop without much addition to inputs and some gradual
hike in prices of the agricultural crop.

‘I able 23

Meagures of Income Distributions of Casual Tea workers
and: Casual Non-tea workers -

. B - . o B n = . o " g
Measures o £ ' 1979-80 ' . 1993-94 - 1
distribution , Casual tes Casual non- , Casual tea. Casual non-
(in Rss) | workers tea workers , workers tea workers

% 1630 1193 - = 4316 3294

&n  ade 398 1797 1630
6n-1 - 503 399 © 1941 1672

L n X X R .- ‘ 15 R i ‘-19;1“('; . ) 7 R 20

Table 24

Measures of Income Distributions of Male casual
Tea Workers and Male casual Non-tea Workers

Meagures of = '  ,. 197980 - L '1993-94
income R e — .
d:lstribution - Maie casual Male casual' Male casual Male casu_al
(in Rs.) : '-." tea wrkers non-tea ' tea woekers non=tea
R workers ' . workers
B 1566 - - 1240 5461 - 3533
Sn - . s04 - - 404 1280 = 1490
Gn=1 ... - 635 .- - . 405 - 1478 1538, -

n 8 . 138 4 S 16
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Table 25

-ﬁeasﬁrég of Income Distributions of Female Casual
Tea workea:s and Female Casual Nonetza Workers

Measures of 199394 _

1 197980 .
income e - —— . 5 r— e
distx:ibution 2 Female Female s Female Female
(1n Rss) -+ Gasual Gasual = ., Casual Casual
: ) s tea monetea: , tea ron-tea
o workers  workers ~ workers -workers
¥ . 1ee2 1068 . 2790 2239 |
& n 310 354 1128 1807
Sn=r 335 357 1382, 2087
O 2 53 o3 4

in the aaéc‘:éné instance, we 'cénipahe the incomé:s' of" -
cagzixa'l._.-'teé workers and casual ron-tea workers. &ll the three
.caﬁé_goriés _,6;33 ,casual tea workers, viz,, casual tea workers, male
-caé.ual tea workers and female casual tea workers have wean
incomes highexr than theirx counterparts, ‘flg.i.z..' casual ﬁ?r}‘-tea'
workei:é. maj,é casual non-tea workers and :fe'inéle casual non«tea

wo rkerse.

COﬁpared to what we £find in the precéeding paragfaph
the ratio of mean incomes of mele casual tea workers ané male
casual non-tea workers-has J.ncreased in the course of :Eouzteen
yeax:s. This is because the casual wor_ke:s, in genexal, are not
influenced either by the hike in price of the single cxrop or ioy
the type of productivity that incxeased in the case of the

traditional paddy of the monsoon season.
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~-On the other hand the I:atio of the mean incomes of
female. casuaz. téa wamkeres and femdla Casual non-tea workers
has 6eelinea from 157 to 1.25. This means that xelat:.tve income"
of female casual non-tea wcrke:s has iucx:eased to some ext:ent.
'I‘h:l.s may provide guafi por&'.ents for high demand -for labour in
case tmly integratzed develepment planning at the 1ocel 1evels

gathars momen tum in fu‘z:uxe.

'I.'able 26

 Measures of Income Distributions of Male
Permanent Tea Garden w°xkers and. Non-tea
- Workers of Famla.es Owning Acres or L@se

Meagufes of - 1979-80 ' 1993-94 :
income - | —————; ‘
distribution v Male tea iale. non-i:ea.nale tea ‘ Male non-tea
(in R&.) + workers workexs - . jworkers . workeys =
AR + in’ the " in the group.in the’ °  din the groap
s GX0UD. . S ,gmup

R 2370 1158 8580 _3321 "

&n - Doesmot 385 449 2020 o

L . ,arise, : , T ,

Snwi .- Does mot 588 ‘502 | '2b65

‘ arise
n 1 o4 5 27

In the fmal instance of this section we compare -the = |
ingomes-of male perméﬁéni: tea garden workers and noa=tesd workers |
belonging to families 'o,Wningvz acres and less. The relevant: data’
tabulated in table 26 releases a treué in interval of Efouiteen
years which is in shaxp ’_COntrast to"whéii'ﬁze notice in previous
paragraphs., Here tea nonwtea mean income ratio surges up £rom

2,05 in 1979«80 to 2,58 in 19923=94,
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. The :eason is that even though some of thege farmers
have received the benefits of subsidies or minikits duzing 1993-94.
Such - subsidised min.i.kits have keen evaluated at market price in
our -calculations. ‘J.‘hey are also under handicap that majo:ity oE
them have no bullocks anﬁ ploughs. The old system- of mutual
exchange of labour anéd bullock-drawn ploughs is long: out of
voguﬁ__,: They have ‘to pay high price for the sexvices of bu.l.iock-: B
drawn ploudhs, Qver and above, the most of the famer_s:of thig:
group,"-off'»‘ﬁ;;i‘s -léq;;"lity aze not efficient farmers. Because ofcen
the:'&*’ “on’ :fér'i'éégh"’iné&mes as ’laﬁoure-rs ‘and Catinot work out the
faz'm oneratznons ;m b::.nle. So the ::esult is that their cost pex:
unit* autpuu g ’aha h:.gh@s» ama:mg the fagm’ sizes. M.l this hag
.happehed be:c:ausea Lh:a.s area vemains one of the most dep:essed axeas ,
in the whole of" the st:ate of vrest Bengal and there is oomplete h
lack of infrastmctural facilities here, In aédition during the
reference year the village suffered havee as a resu.‘i.t of floods
caused by speedy release of water from the hyael :esezvoir of
Ghukha in Bhutan. These marginal and submargi'sal farms we:e

the specia]. vict:l.ms of this havoc.
2.9"PRQDﬂcTiVE”GsE;QEfaGRIGUETURA& LAND

 The main point about agriculture inlfhé‘lgcaliﬁy7isi
that ‘ihis ared is devoid of any irrigstion facility. o itrigatit:;?n'
‘has some primaz:y over other infrastructural ficilities input
markets or 1npu'c oroduc:ing local activities, network of. market:l.ng

of outp_uts. at fa;i.z:‘,px:t,ge, such infrastructural facilities have
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been si‘ow éa émerge. Even without :l.r;:igation suCh infrast:uctural
»facil.tties which might ‘have been created largely through the B
.govemment initiative caulc’i a&ve o:‘:‘fered. but actually did not
offe: big scope .ﬁor ﬁuvaxsifying and heightening outputs dﬂd

.incomes of- this local level rural econcmy.

as u- stands the a:ea :Ls 1e£t to be minfed. Fox ‘
the moment we leave the scope cf irx:igation as completely closed.
The area is a pa'-b of the upper doaars. Even though rainfall ‘
is generally oood. :i.t: is not unifo:m 'tnroughout the agr:.cultural
"year. As a result of the two suxveys we notice that farmers '
Athem&'elves have maae soma fam planning on the basis of the loc:al,
agre-aciimatic cnarac: ezistiCs. espema:x.ly ramﬁall pett&"m:. when :
the HW paddy was aVailable to villagers they t:::!.ed it irx 1:}'1m ma.’m
‘season. viz.. the monsoon seasan. But soon it becam apoarent '
that éistribﬁt:wn of rainfall in the monscon season was uneven. o
on the ethe:: hand ramfall in the needed months was subject to

less uneertainty .m ‘the gre-mcmsoan season. SQ the farmers shifx:ed
'che éé‘tivity o£ ra sing HYV paddy fxom ‘the monsoon season to the
pre-amonsoon season. CIn factk, Evom the sample of 1993-94 it 18
clear that the acreage cf. HW paﬁdy inc:easea but that traéitional

pra-monsoon paddy oec:linesi.

The farmers, as unaseisted they axe by aommodi’cy
: specific marketing network, are :mpxessed by the easy marketa- |
bil:l.ty of padély. ...-o 1n inter.val of fourl:een years paddy aomé,nate_. 7,
over jate and maiae. For the wintex: season wheat dominate now .

over oth_es cr;qu. 'rhe inportance ef barley and mustard aeclineé..;} ,
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The inferior barley with low status and low market value is
gradually yielding to wheétf; The fammers have also understood
that local wind power and ©ccasional rainfall militate against

the natural growth of mustard plants.

They yet are unaware that such traditional commercial
crops like varleties aweet dourd, green as well as dried chillies
could be produced in winter season with whatever winter rain or \
moisture the ‘area receivess Ripe gourds and dried chillies
cén be stored, This means ‘that even some extension on behalf
of the government s0 necesgsary for agricultural producers is not

being.off_ered by. ‘any agency of the state of West Bengal.

' Ag 0¥ actual change in agricultural production, ‘we
present the .:eiévant data in tables 27 and 28, The main
indicator that is being used £or comparison over the two points
of time is paddy equivalent ‘per acre, All‘ paddy crops are added
in kilos ané with this sum is added the total values of all other? :
crops divided by the price per kilo of the traditional variety of
mon soon paddy, These two tables show that agricultural p:oduction

" Table 27 I -

Paddy Equ:l.valents and Quantitiea of Organic Manures
and Inorganic Fertilisers D 79-80

Farm 'size Net culti= Paddy equi- o::gan:l.c Inorgar'xm;’w
in acres vable acres valents in in: kilos in kilos

ki].os
-2 56420 698 330 -
2 -5 156,25 402 180 0e11
Above 5 123,99' 944 160 0,21 _
“Total . 336.44 664 . "500 0,13




per acre has increased, The increase is brought about rot by any
perceptibie inczéaseé in reproducible capital. The ‘inérease may
have been brought about by ‘improvement in the land endovment

‘through successive cultivatione -

Table 28

Paddy Equivalénts and Quantiticés of Organic
. Manures and Imrgan-.ic E‘ertilgg;getrs _

| 1993-94

Farm :size‘ Net .cultie - Paddy equi- organ:l.c : :Ino::ganifé
in acres vable acres valents in in k:uos :Ln kilos
C SN k;ilos : S =

S2 ase e s e
25 20i69° 825 39 = |
Above 5 5116 . 630 . 165 . =

Total _7 87'59 o703 . 282 . 0,28 .

, In. the course of the p:eceding paragraphs we have oft:en
alculatea agricultural incomes to finé the total annual incomes E
:of various kindg of eamers. In calculating the agricultural o
‘incomes we have deducted all oosts (except interest on capital) 1
£rom total output. ‘Inlterms of this definition we see from
table 29 that the agﬁcﬁl‘tural incsme per acré of the 1owest‘
farm size is not the: highes», egen thougn n3in outpnt m: total
.output per acre of this group i.» the highnst among all farm s;zes.-: |

as can be eeen £rom tables 30 and 31.
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.Table 29

Agricultural Income Per Acre

Fazrm é‘:,l.Z"eA L . ;\gtié:ﬁltuxal income in ‘Rse per acre
{Acres) o ' 1070,
‘ - 197980 . -1993=94

. 2 230 1294
2-5 o 241 . 1639
above 5 . . 278, 1072

Total . 258 1245




' Table 30

""’.\

¢

Output and Costs on Inputs s Total Product of All cmps
- 1979-80

Fazm

Group No.of -

per acre ou'bput in! Rs.

.- 'Per acre wsﬁi'—m'z&s. on

size (in

Ac:es) Operational - e

holdings
(Acres)

total of . farms,»

Main

By
ou’cput product

To tal

cost on

Annual Seeds Organic Inorga-"

In-

IrrieHom® Hi- Total

-manure nic fer- ‘SeC= gae  lae red

tilize s tie
' cide

tion bour lae-
bour

-2 5620 35
2« 5 156.25 47
above 5 123,99 15

808

688
704

166
152

974
840
846

42
36,
33

_;sjf_-

16

0,32

C. 58

467 28 744
343 63 599
284 124 568

Total 366.44 97

714

150

867

133

36

20

0.36

0 342 80 612

* including hiring charges p,ai&‘ by non-owners of fixed capital.

SE
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Output and cOsts on Inputs ES Total Products of All c:ops
1';1993-94 | |

Per acve c:'.ost in xs. on

'F!anﬁ Group No.o£° Per acre output
size ‘total farmgie An Rsa’

(in  of ope=~ + Ma%n " By Total, A““}':‘E’ISeeds Orga-Inor- Insec- Irri-Home . Hired ‘I'otal'
acres) rational ¥.outpu gm; : » COSE. nic ganic ti= -~ ga- labour 1abom:
"7 holdings i cucks : ?E‘; ca - fertiecides u.on
“(acres) o ) ca; - nure lizer =~
B ¢ ' .

L

=2 15774 13 4245 545 4790 839 147 172 9 0 O 2171 157 3496

2.5 20,69 06 3919 490 4409 674 119 133 O 0 .0 1254 590 2770

Above 5 51,16 06 2904 566 3470 466 96 S5 O O O - 988 973 2398

Total 87,59 25 3385 545 3929 582 111 -94 2 O _ O 1264 631 2684

* inciuvding hi_r.in_g cdhardges paid by non=owners of £ixed capitals

o¢



-Table 32

On‘cpnt and - cQsts on’ znpnts z p:e.mnsogn HW paddy ' oo N
1979—80 - T S \

E‘ai:m” . R uo.of Pez acxe’ output ‘Per acmx;:,‘faost.-in ‘RS"“ an.'"' e n\

size" .o fax:ms i E,s. T o S

acres) - Main By Total Annual .‘.:eeds Orga-Imr- Insec- Irt.t-Home Hired Total
: o - outs proe= cost: of - - nie genic ticides gée la= la= . = |
put ducts | fixed m~ ferti=- tion boux: bour
o capital* . nure lizers - - :

-2 0,66 01 818 60 g718 88 3% %1 = = = 400 - 615

abcve 53,00 03 695 45 740 60 40 30 87 - = 228 240 616

Total 3,66 04 717 48 - 765 . 65 39 40 Tl = . =. 259 206 616

* including hiring charges paid by non-owners of fixex capital.

Le



Table .33

Output and Costs on’ Inputs;‘s Pre-lvbnsoon mv Paéﬁy h
' 1993-94 |

, Fa"x':u{* Total Na,of' r'er acre output in, : Per Eere- ccst .x: Rs. on
size(in drca &erms' RS : V- T cou
scree). o ’fﬁ"‘wﬁ . Maén "By Total
L. ;;fv- N ‘ Ou - pre- -
rroi 0 ackes -3 put . duct
) SRR DR

Annual seeée erga-, Inor- Insec-— Irri-ﬂome Hired Total
costa - nie ganic “tde -gas  lae labour

on : manure manure cides tion bour

fixeé . ,

capﬁ:al*

K ﬁal - A-‘:-#.‘ .‘-.a* :

~2. 6,44 07 3106 182 3288 372 127 303 22 - =~ 1648 93  2s65
2-"5° 1,83 02 3002 230 4132 425 135 246 2« = = 1467 - ' 2273
Above 5 1,66 - 02 4418 138 4556 206 131 300 = = = 1380 720 ' 2737 o

. L o0 inin .

Total 5,94 11 3471 185 3656 = 354 - 129 202 14 . = - 1569 181 -

*including hiring charges paid by non-owners of fixed capital,

8¢
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\ , 'I'able 34 \
Agricultural Incoma from P:«e-.-mnsoon smr Paddy

e

Agriculturrl Income

in Rse .
(main cutput minus total
costt) '

.;Fam s.ize v Agricultural Imome

;(Acres) , in Rse .

_ *(Potal ‘output: minus
:. total msts)

@ af = ;-~n_',3

' 197980 1993-94 1979-90 B :1993-94 |

T s s
2-5 -  isse - - 1629
above ' 5 124 1819 19 1681

Table 34 A
Education and Pﬂrformanoe of HYV Paédy Farmg

1993-»94

Years of §0.0f 1 o’cal Tctal zwe- Per  Per - Agricultural
Education £arma a:ea of  rage acre ‘agre . - income from
of the ' acres operae=farm -outpuc outpuiz the crep
main - © - given tional size in Rse in - .
operator ' to the Kole © ‘ Kilos

C | ' crop 'dings | ‘ S

Upto 6 yrs. 3 2452 21,86 7.28 759 717 218

. 6 years. 8 7.41 14,30 1.783 186 179 . 65

In the begihning of this section we. m’a&e" éhe point that
the farmers shifted the activity of raising. H‘!V paddy £rom . the

monsoon =eason to the nx:e-morisxaon season :Ln oraea:: £o-get the

benefit of gxfaate; cer&;;ainty of rainwai;er. We gee from tablel 33
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- that both main output and ‘tg’ta‘l outéut; (adding byproducts) of the
~ crop varies 'é-:a.sre'etl%/ with the gize Guring 1993.;94'. It can be seen
"‘fmm table 34 thcrt 1a::ger farms have also moze agxicultural -
income pfar acre. B | I o

l

The queo’cion naturally arisees if these bettér results -
Of the :t.'elatively larger .‘.arms d@penaed in any way on, their |
enh,anced litexacy. But table 34 shcwe. %hat: yea;v:s of education

.per se have not- conta:ibuted Lo zncrease in- pmduct.wn. On the
other hand- size of farms whi-ch is i ndicatave of h:i.ghar t@ta;

| 'fauﬂ.ly 2.ncome a*zd thezefo'e af higher family resources diﬂ : o
contribute to t.h@ inr'nease in Jgsz.)c'iw::i::l.mm. Resouz:ces and apmlication
of natural intelligenae may, therefors, in thm primacy stage bca
hettér '.subst'itutésn_f' increaée.di.‘ 11“:@:‘3@, To tPu.s extent if " the
state initiate éhd a:i& 'tﬁul-tifarious inf:a’struétaral activities
then- such nf’tw@rk of infrastrugtures will go a. .Long way to suppoz:t '
_the increased produﬂtivity of all fams incluéling tma margiaal

and ‘the. submarginal ones. T o

w’.s.th 1ow :.nput rega.mES bm:h in tha origmal ‘and the -
new su‘rveys it ia noi' nor.mal to engéet good resulﬁs fmm ar»alysis |
of l:mear or. s::cﬂcﬂ:--!:a::'t:ug‘.!.«:ai> nmductim functicna. This, i.s nore S0,
'becausea when inputs used are not numerous. li.mj.tat:mns ‘on retums
on one or two imputs may influence the productivitics measured bY

such ;fur,xc:ticna&

From the data o the table, 35=-37 we £ind that, from botﬁ

types of product:ion .r.tmctions f:ltte@ to the data of 1993-94, seeds

!
I

|
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and mandaya of 1abou.:: enployed are found t:o ‘be pmductive.

Wwith cne of 'che eoefficients as signiﬁicant we may tz:eai: the

whole £uncl:ion as signiﬂcant SO boﬂl linear and (.'obb-nouglas

productions may be t :ceated as significant. The statements

» '.I:able 35

Linear Product:lon Function

Varisble " 1993-94 " 1979-80
: Co=gfficient T with Co~ef£Eicient = with .
Dependent |
Variable 397,54  =0,4423 109,62 1.3618
VaD | - 0,04852 =0,1113 = = 0.4033 . 1.5458
vas o . 9.,5698 1.4024 - - . 0.6337 0.7455
VOR - . = 0,3173 -0,1935 0,6202  0.,8230
vam 144238 34032 1.3519 8,1597
R = 045114311 . R® = 0,8532567

VAD = 'annual éost on fixed .cap;t;ai ip_er' acrey
VAS = cost on seeds per acres VOR = cost on organic

manure per capitaly VAM = cost on mendays per BCTCo:
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| . 'rable 36 _ o 1
B Log—Linear Praduction Function =

. Variable  .‘ T 1093.84 . 1579e80.
o ' , c:a-efficient 'r w.tth ¢o.-e;§fis=ient_ _g‘_,w;l.th

Dependent 0.5954 . 0,6589 2.1673 ' 4,0051
Varisble

VaD | -0,03315  -0.3605 0,1004  1,9858 |

VAS | 0.,2687 1,353 '0,1829, | 2.3912

VOR 0,000242  0,00996  -=0.0145  =0,8409
vam 0,860 | 443098 | 0.5566 .. 5,8230

R¥=0.4787268 . . - R® = 0.,8442404

| Takle 37.
Marginal.Products of Inputs (in témms of Table 36):.-—

 variable . Marginal Product
| 1993-94 1979480

v naser  o.e7
vas 8.4800° 1,6970
VOR - 0,0064  =0,4370
van & o | 1,5800 1,0250 T

o

\‘\—

t\l

é also t rue for the Cobb«Douglas: productwon fitted to the data
of 1979<80.
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2,10 EXTENT OF USE OF LAND AND LABOUR

Thetwo do,ﬂhit'ions used for measuring the intensity of |
use of land "are- as. foliows. The first method is the weichted
gverage of the number of days orops are raised on a plot of land,.
The seoond method divides the gmss cropped area by the net _

1t:lVab1e ‘area,

Table 38.
Ia?:ensiti"off nand Use - . . -

Net Cul tivable

Farm : ' Intensity of ' 'i'r'zterisityoof‘ land
?roup '+ area (acreg) * land use ' ‘
Acres)s .. . . : (Method 1) . ! (Met:hoé in

; 197980 1993-94 \ 1979-60 1993-94 ¢ 1979-80 1993-94
Upto 2 56420 '-715_";74 0,642 © 0.626  1.458  © 1.456
2 -5 186,25 '20,69° 0,583 0,530 1,253 1,232
Above 5 123.99 5136 0,580 0,537 1,233 1,148
Total . 336.44 e'i;jsg__ 04890 ._9.551 “1.273 - '1.224

A8 this village economy is still t:adition-dominatea, the tradi~
s.ional monsoon paﬂdy of 1onger gestat.ton pex:iod will render the
first method unsuitable both ﬁor 1m:er-period oomparison as well

as :on: comparison with v.tllages ado,pt.tng HYV paddy in woxe than
one season. , We, therefore, bank on the second method of maasur.‘ement-
for- the I:x"rm}.f‘ oﬁ .m..e’preting +the intensity of land use in this

’ village eoonomy. .

Eyen though there has been marginal £all in the intensity

of use of land in an interval of fouzteen years, there has been no
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- £5l1) in ex‘zpiéyrb&nt,- dn .agriculture as we see from table 39,
Although demand ﬁor labour in agriculture could not increase,

) there has been perceptible increase in enploymant in tea gardens
| .’ and even :ln non-agricultural sector bar::l.ng employment of

| .sezvice-holdexs.' What we want to stmss in th:i.s comnection is’
j that w:l.th satisfying set of J.nfrast:uctu:al facilities the

| d.ntensity of 1and use by the "second method would have risen to
3,5 if we assume wj.desp:ead,aagption of HYV geeds p:eseg.ving
bio=diversity of cxops in tac}t;jon;‘y. in state farms with that

- .speci ﬁig:" ‘pu:pt?;seo

The average of mandays of e'nployment enjoyed by
employed persons o: by employea male or. ﬁemale adults may o
not be a reallv medningful concept for all nuzposes. Because |
the Variability “s indeed great;. However the average figures are
prese':*'ed in 'i:ab 4’7. After a span of fourteen years th.is table, .
-l;ke table 39, show.s clearly that has been an overall gain .m

; emplcymem:

A ~Yet the ;tables 40-46  showipg the intengity of use of
“iabouy ‘bring to 'éurﬁace another ‘face of the use of labour power |
- of th’eg; aétiw?eﬁilgbog;r iozrce, In this respect also we £ind some
difgfe‘rence_s-gn' two .points of time. The grim fact is in none of
periods st 'ieést 64,44 of employed persons cannot all use the
whole of 54;7‘ per cent of theif labour powers The position of
' the earliser period ig still worses In -zesnect of adult femzles i
whiie in :\979-88 87.64 of enployea adult females could not ‘all '
use 54.7 per, cent of their le'bour power, in 1993-94 53.8% of



Table 39

Per Hc»usehold Etrployment of mandays

1993-94

'Fai:in
Group

Per hausehold mrx_z_:}.c)ytnent: cf mandays of respective occuoation

~ {acres) Pex:manent Caajal Agxicul- non-agncul-
L : - - tural . |
. activities

tea

' woxker -

tea

ture
worker - '

Wage eamings

j-' :’)'-'_Q: - .-

I\gr icul-

ture

* Honeagrie
: cultuxe

(]
2
)
»
[ 3

Se r.vice

Tbtél; |

upto 2 98,41
2?5 : 'i55 43 '

Above 5

23,03
56,25

76405 -
197.71
.. 369,76

7,27

‘j125.ea

25,00

| 37.22

15,00
12,66

'82.03

31. 45

25.85

479,53
454,27
455, 00

Tota1~ 93 33;'

25,06

159,48

24,50 -

79,70

28,66

60,83

197980

Upto 2 45,62
2=5 67.04
above. 5 121,66

44,30

80,76 .
182,08

., 418.86

27410

Te585 -
40,40

116.61
T1e371

27.10
31,26

| aa.zs,

25.71
57.66

382,97

430,31
633,62

Tot'ai ' 62'.’73

150=17

21,17

§5.36

24,27

61.08

434,52

Note 3 Children excluded,

sb



S.‘ab:l.e 40

Intensity of Use of Employed Persons

_ 1979-80 -
Percenﬁaé;ﬁs-. ofaéult I,ntﬁnsaty uf use.,.
”emp;oyeé persons 2 in percentage_/
10,022 I 0,136 or less
0, 207_"_ - o _ 00-273 o: d.ess
:. _€¥.-;‘490 ‘ _ 0. 410 ox 1ess
, 0.671* R 0.547 pr .‘Less
~0.796 o 0,634 or 1ess
C.863- 0:821 or less
1.00@ . o 14000 or ﬁ,:fi_es,is:
"’a.:a"e 41

Intensity of Bse of Aéult Males

19'79-80
perc:en*tuga o:: aﬁul'!: mtensity sf use e
enployea males o £ in percentage_/
C. »4" ) . 9«136 or.,l;es,s. ,
0,105 0,273 "
10,363 ‘ 0,410 %
04569 © . os5470 %
0.732 | o.684
ce822 D.821 %

1,000 © g4000 @ ®




. Table 42
Intensity af Usé of Adurt Females

1979-80
Pescezztage of aduli. Intensity of use
employed iemales j in. pe rmﬁtagej
0,038 0,136 or less
: 9’.'.49_9 o : - '!'0.2'73 C.ow
0.876 | 0.547 . *
0,923 ~ o,684 . *®
0.96% 0,821 . ®
'.l‘ab].e 43
Intensity of Use of Childnen
‘ 1979430
Percantage of 1nteusity of use,,
emloyed child ven Lin percentage _7
6.125 0,136 or less
6,350 | 10,273 5
0,556 . 0,410 %
0,625 0,547 @
0,650 . 0,684 %
0,650 | 0.821  #

1,000 1,000



" Table 44

Intengity of Use of Employed Persons

199394

percentage of adult ~ = Inkensity of use.

. employed persons -

104065
og3e8
04565
-,"st:’i? 10
0,763
14000

.. £ in pexcentage,/
0,136 or less
0,273 ¥
0,410 ¥
0,547 %
0.684  ®
0.821

1,000 4

‘ T}.ab]_.e 45

Intensity of Use of El_t.ployeﬁ; Males

| 1993-04

Percentage of adult
employéd msleg

Intensity of Use_
£ in percentace

0.063
C0s301
g7
- 04686
€©5730
0,793
1.000

04136 or less
0.273  ®
0. 410 "
0. 547 o
0.684 "
0,521 "
1.000 .




Table 46

Intensity of Use of Employed Females

49

1993=04
" Percentage of adult . Intensity of uce
employed females L in percem:age_]
0. 076 04136 or less
0.384 0,273  *
0.538 0,410 L2
0,538 0, 547 "
0.615 0.684 "
. 0,615 - 04821 “
.36 000 1,000
Table 47

Mandays of Emplgyment per household in Tyo
Pointpof Time / Deduced from raw series_/

‘Mean

1979-80 |
6n 6n~»1 n

1993-94
Mean fn 6,n&-11 n

Adult employed
persons

adult employed

males

Adult employed
females

Employed
children

17713

131,22

200,20

95,18 95,34 314
92,40 92,60 209
72,5 72,90 105

133,5 135,240

/185,75 116.0 117.0. 76

176.11 108.9 109.8 63
192,60 143.1 150,1 13

223,5 141.5 200.1 02,

Total

178. 73

100.5 100.6 354

186 71 116, 71 117.5 78

Note 3 “The category of employed persons excludes children,
as in the case of table 39.

of age have been counted as children,

&

Persons upto 14 years
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empioyed sdult femsles could not all use 54,7 per cent of their
lsbour powers In other woids, while in 197980 12,4 per cent’

of empl‘oyea :aﬁu-it females could deci'si{v"ely‘"vf uge more théﬁ"sél.?“ o
per cent . of thmr labour power, the corzespond:mg percentage of
employed aﬂult :Esmales is 46.2 in 1993-94._ In case we seek to
hold that a’ pocrscm may be treated ag holding good employment

when the person ‘uges ‘at least 54.7 pet cent of his or her labour
quwe-;._ g;h_e.ns in the -percen tage of enp.‘}gyea adult femgles who ars ,
1n'.,.c_';cﬁ>ea; employnent 15 respectively 12.4 and 46.2 in 197980
ahd~3.99-3h-94 “Whils tm:. improvement in z:e.:.pect of use of 1abour
power of ertplov@d adu.lt ﬁemales is zather pronounced .m xespect
o:E pereentage. th@ pementag@ of employed adult males :Ln respect
oﬁ use of 1abour nower declined; - Gnly 43.1 per: cent of employed |
adult males were in good employment or su,ceeeded to use more than
54,7 per cent of theu: 1abom: power in 1979-80. But in 199,3-,94
t:his percetitage of enployeﬂ adult males fell to :3 V3¢ This :i"s.
 real bammetex. The employment posit:lan cannot improve without 5,
1mpxovement in the enployment position of. employed adult males, .
The relative .anrease in intensity of emnlcaymEnt af enployed adult
females way ba :m effect result of distri,gution of poverty among

women at tha iuitiative of cragty emplo;ers.

tié véan.ted ta‘k’deflate -various»values of 1993-84 at the .
prices of 1979-80. Bnt 1n pract;l.ce v;e £ind that the genera‘i pr:’me
index number of the village as a whole :i.s ‘hot auitable ﬁox
different econamic q:coups. The challenge of the r:Lse in px::i.ce

J.evels has not been dealt with equallv by different: groups. |
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The persons who are dominantly agricultural producers and the
persons who are dominantly sexvice holders of the public or
organised sectors have got obviously \méqual eompensatibhs
against p:_:iée risess $imilarly agricultursl labourers elsewhere
in West Bengal wmay _h»avé- succeeded to increase their daily wage
in proportion to rise in price levels .But this compensation is
not that effective in their 1:!.:Ee :I.n this village as employment

 could zxot increase for want of infrastructure,

As use is made in table 48 of a general price index
hﬁmber"ﬁi'épa'réd for the pui]_besé' to get the p’ér capita consumption
expenditure of 1993-94 at the prices of 1979-80. We £ind that

Table 48

. x

Gonsumption Expend:i.ture Per Capita
("at‘“1979-80 pri.ces)

‘Items of = ' 'Per capita expenditure in Rs.. -

Spepdifure 197980 1993-94
. Foodestuff . 560470 575_;31.

Non-£oodestuff 101,80 103,10
Medicine : 48-.;399. o 9,73

Schooling . 4,56 44,57 -
Smoking - , 52-’.‘23 o 8,28

Housing 61447 70,08

Total 799.'75"'” 811.03
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some advantage in income has accrued to the villagers on average

(advantages of gome '-p’révéiling on' average cover the disadvantages

any of the zest) is reflected in the higher per capita consumption

expenditure in 1993+94, We have also geen that 5.8 per cent
incrééas.é has occurred in per acre paddy equivaients, a concept
that i’ £rée of the effect of variation in prices between the
two peiiéas.- So despite some reduction in the employment
Oppprgiihi{:ies of adult males, some rise in income may have

miti géi&éd' ‘their miseries.

2,11 THE " IMPACT

. we"ﬁa\_(e found in the ,cour's.e"‘ 9.{3 :'Qu’r analysis in this
Chaptér that some méubers of the labour.force of the village
found work as permanent workers in tea. gardens. Viewed against
the perfornance of" camparable fam:l.lies w.!.th ‘the same amount
: '1anc3 holéings, the families of tea garden workers enjoy bett:er
_nealth care. 1iteracy and fuller employment of labour power.

A second Aimpact is that the tea town of Hamiltonganj
‘has provided some sort of undeveloped mar}ceting network for

' ju,te and paddy.

The analysis has time and again shown that the

" operatofs react to any opportunity that come on their way and do

not f£ail to.meke some tiny- innovation to-match a mew eventuality.
The lesson is thus clear. A detemmined bid of develop=-

- ment planning by ushering in superior set of infrastructural
arrangement in stages has no rival,



