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~GlC!N - "At the census of 1901 the language of 1, 7.73 0 000 

persons, or 94.6 percent of the popula~ion, was returned as 

Hindi, and bf 92,000 persons, or 4.9.per cant, as Bengali •.. 

Dr. GriersQn, however, estimates the number of persons ape-

a.l<.ing Bengali to be 603,000 or nearly ei thlrd of the lnhabi-

tants. According to him, the dialect in question is, in the main, 

Bengali with an admixture of Hindi, but it is written in the 

Kaithi character of Bihar, in which Hindi and not Bengali is 

written. This fact doubtles_s weighed with the enumerators more 

than the niceties of grammatical construction; and, a.s a matter 

of fact, it is extremely difficult fn many places to decide 

with which of the two languages the local dialect should be 

classed, for Bihari fades impe_rceptibly in to Bengali and Vice· 

\Jersa."••••. q 

f.l!<!IL'i:! <rr(<=!T u ~4l'm m~~-m.r fll5 \Wmf. f<JI!fC'Siog f!z4 13 <JTrm-
~ >li~)!;t ~<..,~>11 't<n~<tf fl:C!l£~,1 'tl,.~ <IT \'l.1fW o,:,l·'lE! itl!I"! ~!lf 

l<l.Ct>OC<i oo "ElW ':if, 1lG" 'ilt'~ ~C<&f>R> ~ WJ1!!TC'i! ( "People who live 

in the same community and amicably interact with one another, 

speak in a manner .which greatly resembles one another's speech. 

This is indeed to be expscted from the nature of the learning 

resources available to. them. - M.W.Sugathapala De Silva, 

'Diglossia and Literacy, CIILt Mysore 1 1976) • 
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