PREFACE

The present dissertation is intended tao be @y thesis {for the
degree of Ph.D. in Economics of North Bengal University. The caoncept
af decentralised planning and = regional develpopment require rural
development to remove growing disparities between the rural and urban
economies.To this ohject,a bulk inflow of electricity to the rwral
sector may remove inequalities ' especially in the regions richly
endowed with the hydel resources. The present work ventures to add one
more modest approach to this broad mass of ideas on agriculture and
~rural development. UWhat is newer 'is perhaps its analysis of the power
sectar in  this context,” and - its use of multivariate analysis in the
toolbox of micro—-level survey methodology. This @may increase  the
utilitarian content of micro—level surveys. ’
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