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Todey, the ideatity of Indowinglise Litersturve is
a8 @ sepazste genve of literstuse revealing the crestive mind
of Indimm writexs is being felt morze strongly then evess both
hers and aheoad, The lest fow yeass of the pmsent desale have
withessed incressing interest of the resding public in U.K., and
Udohe 4u this new Dut mature and gescusseful literstuve, Alld
shis is due to she camseless, sincers and undmmted effost of
these writers o aspress thewselves in & language thay loved,
stored mnd hat nastexy of Dot was not their mother tongus.
Right faum C.V, Remaswamy snd Vivian Pesogio down to P.lal,
Bissin Egekiel and othems in vezse and fyom C,V.Boxish end
Rammchen Roy to R, K Narayan and Rafa Rao and othess in Prose the
same effort has Meen continuing and, the initial doubts and
misgivings being over, IndoeAnglisn Literstuse today enjoys fuee
and fresh air is the gavies of world iitersture. BuR, wnfortunately,
the plonests of this litersture are treated with indifference and
their seal worth sumains shrouied:; Their contzibution to it
gEowth and developaent i3 yet €0 be gssassed dispassiongtely.
in the fields af Noizy ad Prose contriduted o the sommon
peel of Indian writing in Saglish language. Ny hwamble puspese
in this thesis 10 %o agpleone and gssess the merits ead dmmerits,
1f ey, of one suwch ploness of Indewingiien literstuse eé
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endowvour to make a correct ssessmenit 0f her Poetsy in

Mzs, Serojini Waidu cocwpies a walque position mmeng
the Prevmodexn Indo-Anglian poets who have substamtially
contridbuted to the develeyment of Indo-inglimm literature and
14fted 4t to the internstional plane, She 15 one of those
daistinguished poeta of India who have besn acelaimed st home
and ‘Mcﬂ for their mastery of postic axt. Savojini’s
poetic impulses can bs traced in her own nature which wee
simple dut visionary, wild but not aimless. She seadily
responded to hex impulses in memingful temms and devoted
hesself to writing pestzy at an sarly age of aleven, She
recoxds thos 3

*One day vhen I wes sighing over a

swm in Algehra it would n't come rights
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o w7 Tiootis Cosver bopem 4 o8
Although her father wamted hex to e 2 great mathematiciwm
oF & selientist, the yoestic instingt which she inhezited fyom
her parents proved stronger and she continwed scridbling
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must have coms 0 her »» a natural gift aad she could not
halp writing wvhen the m00d Canee.

Sarojini wrote one hundved md eightyfour poens in
all, Though siender in bulk, they are a casket whish
containe some of the finest gems of lyricism of her age.
Her sarly posms sevesl her simple, dremmy and fanciful nsture
ewited by her personal growth mmd selfediscovery, whils hex
latax poems are marked by maturity in thought mnd expression,
When she went to England andé stayed there for her studies,
*the lyric ehilé' in her responded rapturously to the sights
nd sounds of English coumtsryside. While at King's College,
London ané later at Girton College, Cambridge, she fresquanted
the literazry cirzcles of poets and eritics like Arthur Symons,
Edmund Gosse md W.B,.Yeats at the Rhymexs' Clubs Edmund Gosse,
who knew and admived Mamohan Ghose and Toru Dutt esriiexn,
advised her to tumm to India for inspirstion and ground her
poans fimmly on her native soil and essused her that her
English resders would welcome some revelations of the heayt
of India,? Sarcjini took the atvise seriouwsly snd Indisnised
her thenmes and motifs socordingly. The poems writtan
thersafter register a marked advence uptn the sariisr ones
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2. Edmund Gosse, " Introducsion” hw
{mtn--. 1913), PPedad
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and the lyrie child grew Anto & wvomen with insight and maturity.
She gave m authentic Indisn nete to her postsy wnéd virtuslly
bogame & true poetic heiy to Toru Butt. MHex later powisy reveals
the chaming pmmorma of Indiasm 1ife in all ite variety, But
the fact ymaline that it 45 only the romamtic sspects of the
Indian scens eand Lts pegeantzy d not the grinding poverty
squaler sad rural tragedies that found a place in her peetsy.

The period from 31890 e 1917 wes the goldmn period of
Sarojini's 1ife from the point of view of her poetic creativity,
it vitnessed the lyric bloom of her gemiuws and the rainbow colouss
of her fancy. lHer poemss are possessed of individual besuty amd
are a prodact of f£ine savsibility, acutely responeive to the
diseipline of poetic art. After her petusn from Englaméd
Barojini turmed towards the sights and sounds md colouss and
smell of Hature with a fresh wonder and escitemmmnt, She was
particularly fescinated by the joys and suxprises of spring
the fresh lemse of 1lifo the semon brings to the lund in its
cycliical ordess Like Wordsworth, she wvae dram to Matume's
intimacy, but she did not sscxibe smy moral samctity to it
nor did she tzace pmthelsn, the divine presence behind $%,
11Ms Rabindyamoth, e delieved in the smswws perception of
Hature's Deauty s» Xeets ¢id, Hex whole bdeing respondad with
sdaizeble immediacy to the colowss, beauty) Smell ®d wusis
of Raturw,
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The mest sdeosbing theme in Samojini's Joess is love,
the vexy bresth of iife 0 hezx, Hex love poems Iuflect
fzom the pessionate desize for union to the aystic commmmion.
To Sarsjini love i» & psycho-somgtic relation involving emotion
and its expression. In her intuition end insight inte the
psychology of love she comes distinctly clese to Johm Donne
and Emily Pickinson, Her personsl experiemces in love reach
the impezsonal plane to urhold the lofty Indimn ideanl of
self-gacrifice. In her love poens one can easily trace the
mystic concept of love held by Indian devotionsl love-poets
of the past,

Barojini was a lover of 1ife aad she sang md celobrated
its joys smd soxrows in her poetzy. Her poetry revolves yound
the primal pessioms, simple facts of lifie and dosth, joy md
sorzow, man and wmiverse, She has presanted s intense stuldy
of the psychological complenities of life without indulging
in philosophicel discinction. Thate is Duin and misesy is
her poetic world, but the dminant note &3 alwegn of hepe
and courage, She simits dasth as inevitable, buwt hemsically
offars At challenge, To hex, life is worthliving snd wmjoying
its romance, and despair and dejestion awe only temporery
visitoss,
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A considereble nwaber of poeme of Saxojini throb with
the passionate love for her motherland, Throughout her 1ife
she seams to be struggling betwsen twe equally powerful fovoes,
namely, her craving to sing of the bemty md love and joy of
life md her patriotic urge to serve the motheriamd, Some of
her fipsst lyrics sre charged with intemss patriotic sentiments.
Eaxly in her life she had the burning desixe to serve her
countyy and eomtw when the occasjion camey, she sacrificed
song for service, lilu- patriotic sentiments sought uwseful
exprassion and it is this urge that produced not only poens of
patrictism but also e poverful snd selfless leader of Indla‘s
Fresdom Movement.,

Sarojini's gmiuvs 13 eseentially lyrical., She is a bomm
poet and a superd singer who sings with the ease and abwndmce
of s free bird, Like Shglley, she possesses strong lyrical
impuise md loves to express with 'fullethrosted ssse’ the
spontangows and pessicmate outpouvings of her smotions, Like
Shelley's Skylark, she sings her profuse strainmes with
"“"‘X"“‘“’" She is & Llyric poet first and leety Like
8 txue lyricist, she doss not g beyond the lyric yange W
involve hemelf in the contours of Miilosophy end mysticiss
in her typical lyrics on Nature, These are characterised by
spontaneity, wamth and exubermmos accompanied by delicate
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Saxojini 15 s supreme sreist in words, imagery md
versification: &he shows her fontness for verbal felicity,
metrical diseipline ed swicel sextures She possesses a
perfect commmnd of English lmmguage and its metrical uwse.

Hax poenss have prosedical corzectomms and magularity ad yet
they are not mechenicel of artificisl. Her mettise) |
inventiveness can be noticed in her we of varnaculer words

and phrases for Indian colour and imagerxy, which, of coumse
has become the target of many & critis to attack hewr, Yo,
"she is the most brilliant, the most originsl as well as the
wtmmwhmnnmmtaluqlw.s &he shows

a straonge love of Mytimic words and their sounds. They ave
used repeatedly, but with much dexterity. 7The strongest
feature of her poetzy, ©f course, is her vivid imagexy, stairshle
in range mnd varietys Her imases drmm fyrom Nature are somantic
in spizit and implication, while those from Indisn myth, legend
md folkelore a¢ well e from Islemic culture md tradition aze
00 lees impressive md bemtiful. She develops thoughts with
images mnd makes less familisr things more zesl and morve femiliaew.
Hex metaphorx, similes and parvonifications ave handled se
dextercusly that they produce blocks of imagist perceptisn. She
is a sydolist, too, snd her syubols, wually Zram from Bature,
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3. REdaund Gosse, " Intyoduction® in W
(Zondon s Hainemens, 1912, Pe32.
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she wees privete symbols also to express her visions maé

of axpression of hex sensitive soul through s langusge
vhose capecity is slvays finite. Mer style hes hemty and
chamm of Lts own and gives mm inpressiocn of her individuality
ad originalivy, Cenerdlly, she showe & propmmeity for the
omate and sophisticeted style with the choicest postic
diction, She 45 & finished and polished poetic artist and
hczmm@w&rhﬂiﬁlnw&hotmmmr
fresh and fragrant like her roses and gulmebuss.

Samjinl does not belong to my school of poetry,
nOr doas she imitate any perticular poets she is distinctly
original in her cutlock andé expression. Bince hex owns duys
her postyy has invited both bougeets and byick-bets from her
seaders and eritics alikey naturally much has beem pevealed
shout her poetic personelity snd yet, more remains to be
axplored and revealeds The task shead is not only o explese
and zevesl new facets of her postry and poetic self, but also
to commider and weligh the views alresdy expiessad in this
rogards.
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