‘Development’ with ‘Justice’ has been the talk of +the
day among the politicians, policy makers, bureaucrats as well as
the érofessional social scientisfs over the last couple of years.
To. note, such a feeiing is not a matter of concern at the
national level. Rather, the wﬁof;:§¥ithe %pternational community,
be it from the developed or the devélopigg nations has come
forwérd'earnéstly to join such dialogues.

| The'-prGSent study is an attempt, somewhat partial, to
trace thé emergencé qnd growth of such an idea vis-a-vis the
cconomic structure. Considering the vast canvas that such an
attempt_ require, wé have limited our scope of understanding in
the light of Indian experiences alone. However, it should be
cohfessed at the beginning that again in the‘context of Irdia,
with so much of socio-political currents and cross—currenté
flowing side byA side, it is hardly possible to pin dowﬂ the
factors affecting and effecting the ‘process’ as exactly as a
doctor can perfgrm with the help of pathological . tests. Our
attempﬁ ‘has been a more or less probing one only to point out
certain generalifgétures of India as . a socio-politico-economic
unit and'relﬁte them to the present hue and cry over development

and social justice.
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A few words about the structure of the present work is

N

necessary . 1. have guoted extensively on a number of occasions
tha? may not be to the 1liking of many considering the
con;entional pfactice. I haﬁe deliberately so done keping in mind
thaﬁ- vefy often pataphrasing the arguments of distinguished
scholars may lead to the loss of the ‘'basic essence’ that were
 int%hded to be'éonyeyéd. The tables referred ﬁo'in the text have
bcc% ‘pr§vided as the appendices to the relev&nt chapter. Notes
.arei also given at the end of each chapter whereas the 1list of
reférences has been placed at the end of the main text.
I"extend my sincerest gratitude to Dr. Rabindra Nath
Bha%taéh;rya, my supervisor for this project, for extending
 val£able guidelines and providing constant encouragement while I
,wasj'preparing the dissertation. 1 am als& grateful to Dr.
Nagéndra_ Nath_Chaﬁterjee, who is the man who to have taught me
the first lessons in Economics. I must menﬁion of the helps
ren#ered by the»authrities of the National Library, Célcutta,
Cen%re ' for Social Science Studies, Calc@tta and National
1ns£itute for Rural Development, Hyderabad‘b@f for which such a

venture would never have been syccessful. Special thanks are - due

to the member§ of the staff of the 1library .at St. Joseph’s
College, Darjeeling, whom I disturbed often and OA even during
odd‘ hours. AMy-départmental colleagues in St. Joseph’s College
pro?ided help more than what I asked for dufing the period of

prebaring " . the dissertation. TFather Joseph Pappadil,S.Jd.,
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Pri%cipal, St.. Joseph’s Collegé, was always a source of support
andf eécouragément for me.vHowever, this work could become a
rea?ity mainly due'to the cbnstant computer-support provided by
MrugDorjay Lama, my colleague in the College. Academy of Computer
EduLatiOn and Studies provided the computer facilities.

1 feel it too embarrasing to thank Suparna, my wife,
who took all the troubles of running the house ‘smoothly, which
dii prévidegme with the luxury of devotiﬁg ali my time and energy
for‘the pursuance of the present work.

Finélly, I fondly remember the interest shown and the
en@ouragement:provided by my father who would’have been very glad
toésee this project complete. |

] The errors,if any such are there,?ﬁre solely mine.

-Darjjeling Milindo Chakrabarti,
8th.Deqember,1?91. Department of Economics,

St.Joséph’sVCollege._
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