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Int roduction

Stephen N,Ray once cautioned David Kopf while he was undepr
his guidence at the University of Chicago, "selecting the major
theme for your first work of scholarship is like selecting a wife".
He further added "in either case, the better the choice, the more
enduring and fruitful the rolationship*.(l)

At the time of my own selection, I was well awere of the
dletum of Stephen N,Ray and confidently expected thet my "marrisge”
with the Malda factory will be fruatful,

“Of all varietles of history" wrote Sir John Claphsm, "the
econuomic 1s the most fundamental“.(z) 80 for the c¢hoice of the
ecuonuvmic history research field I wss guided by the abovs stotement
of Clapham, &gsain Remesh Chandra Dutta, the well kaown historian
reparked, "the history of India ig not the history of :he British
and French wars, but the history of che people of India, their
materisl aud moral condition, their tredes znd indusiries, end
a,gri:::unlt\.u-t".(3.J In fset the 17th snd 18th Century India is of
exceptlonal interest for two reasons, First, it saw the rise of a
great mumber of mamufacturing and trading centres under the aegis
of the Mughal Empire. Secondly, it also gaw the early phases of :he

penatration by the new Buropean commaercial interests, the English,

(1) David Kopf, British Jriencal lsm snd Benegal Kenalssance,ppe.
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(2) R.C.Dutt, rhe Economic History of Iadia, Vol.I.Uader sarly
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the Duteh and the French into the Indian econony.(‘)

(éha primary oﬁs;et of the present dissertation is to study
the trade and crganisation of the English East India Compsny's
Factory at Malda meinly from 1767 « 1833, The Factories of the
different Buropean Compsnies played a dominant role ia the history
of Indla ia che 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. But till now no
serious attempt has been made by the researchers tC reveal the
ngture of the comwercial setlvities of the different Rirorean facto-
- rles. inis may be a key o :he better understsnding of the Economie
history of Bengel, 80 a comprehensive work on thisg virgin snd ufe
touchad field is urgently neasd=ad,

The gecond object is to trace the orlgla, growth and decay
of Malda as na important trsds cantre of pre-colonial and post-
colonlsl period. Ur. S.P.5en urged, "A very useful contribution will
be made il someone (akes up s detsllad sftudy of the trade centres
in Bengal". Because "the rise and fall of the trade ceatres reflected
the changiag curreais of his:ury“.(s) Azain Dr. Jezgzdish Narayan
Sarker sdvocaled a detsllsd study of the gettlements made by the
Baropesn powers in India.(s) The present study attempts to discuss

thesc objectives.
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Some explanation of the choice of the topie is called
for, _
Few citlies in Bengal can claim like Malda such a romantie
past as this Hindu and Muslim caspital of Bengal. Although Malda,
today, is not even the shadow of her former self4, her name conjures
4 up a pleture of the magnificence, the grandeur, the splendour of a

C%*f:; great Eastern Capital of bygone days. nunte; trnlyr;;;fkeg, "Malda,

" the metropolis &f Bengel, with its long line of kings, its glgantie
walls and archeg, its once stately pslaces now the Kennsls of Jackals
and the vast untenanted city which has been left standing as a spec-
tacle of desolation znd warning to those who now are to Indis what
its builders once were...... In a thin folio not a single page has
been devoted to ics history'.(7)3ut it 1s to be noted that my interest
is confined here not to the political side of Malds, bui to aconomie.

. My first contention 1s that hitherto no detailed factory wise
study of the Eagt Indis Company's activities in Bengsl has been
attempted, [he ;acond reagson is that Malda was the first nlace in
North Bengal where the different Suropean cOompanies established their
settlements., ‘hirdly, Malda was an important trade centre of the
later medieval Bengsi., Fourthly, the silk industry 3f Malda has s
traditional past snd is etill the life blood of the district., Fifthly,
all the previous works on the Economie History of Bengal dealt mainly

with South Bengsl only,., Trhey did not sttach much importance to the

(7) Hunter, The annals of Rural Bengal, p.ll.
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Economic History of North Bengal, In addition to these, this searech
will divulge the nature of ths economic decline of Malds created by
the impact of the knglish factory,

'he perlod 1757 = 1833 has certain distinective features which
is important to Mslda fectory, During this period the East Indis
Company*s trade at Malda greatly flourished, Because the politieal
revolution of 1757 and che grant of Diwani in 1765 removed all
oppressions of of the Nagwab's officers which were prevalent before
Plassey., and now the oppressed became Oppressors, During Grant's
time the Coupany's investment through Malda faccory amounted to
£ 60,000 snmally. I 1832 tThe Malds Residency who bifurcated between
Jungipur and Bsulesh Residencies and was closed down,

Ihe period was s2l1so impOortant for certain internstiional events
which indirectly affected the trade and commercinl policy of the
East India Company. 'he most important of them were the Industrial
Revolution, French Revolution snd the Revolutionary wars.

The grrangement of the thesis is topieal not chrenologieal.
B;qically it is an attempt to emphasize the study of regional history.
fhus the dessertation is very modest in its claims and aims. I shall‘
feel very happy if this work is accepted by my teachers =nd other ’J

scholsrs as a mere hslsing step of a beginner.




