CHAPTER - IV

Tagore's Ideas on 'Nationalism' and 'Internationalism'.
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Tagore's Ideas ofi'Nationalism’and'Internationalism’

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) the youngestrson~of
Maharshi (great Saint) Debendranath Tagore, the’ grandson of Prlnce
Dwarkanath Tagore, was the brightest among’ the other brilliant
members of this great family of Bengal, settled at Jorasanko in
Calcutta, the capital of British India at that time, during a
:-period of stress and strain after 1857, (l) the first war of Indlan

independence.

The period. in which Rabindfanath-was born, reveéled
‘the potentialities of the growth of political movements alongwith
the advancement of 'political ideas' andﬂorganisation of 'Political-
assotiations'. The first half of the 19th century 'may justly be
regarded as the greatest contribution of Bengal towards the freedom -
movement'. 2 The impact of British ruie, the modern western cﬁl-
- ture was first feld in Bengal ‘and produced an awakening known
usually as 'Bengal Renaissance'.(B) The introduction and progress
of the English education had cumulative effects in bringing about
national consciousness never known before.(4) According to Andfews,
'into this rich heritage the young poet' (Rabindranath) entered, and
he has done more than asny one else to make this ideal a living
inspiration in Bengal';(s) in other words, he played an important

" role in‘arousing the feeling of nastionalism through his writings.
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Nationalism in India, 1ike its counterparts in
Europe in the 19th century, was an urban phenomenon. It came as a
direct penetration of Brifish political authority and political
economy into the traditional economy of India giving birth to the
cities like Calcutta, Bombay-and Madras. ~The colonial experiments
transformed this rudiment of 3 tradlng mart into the seat of poli-
dtlcal and economic pover and the magnet of rural population.(é)The
best index of social mobllisation is provided by the rate of
_ urbanlsation.(7) Rabindranath's Calcutta, at that time, brought
' about a new oity—bred English-éducated“and professional elite which
helped and expedited the process of social change, ‘gave birth to
what came to be known as the ideology of 'nationaliSm;"in Indiaaxso

Calcutta was the 'Centre of Bengal Renaissance', and Rabindranath

“was an eminent Calcuttan.

The main carridrs of natlonalist ideoloqies had

4 always been the intelligentsia who formulated, analysed and criti—
cised ideas of nationalism. In every country these intellectuals,
through their literatore; educational and cultural activities paved
the way for the growth of nationalism. It was here that as an emi-
nent intelligentsia, Rabindra Nath played an important role. ;In
Bengal, two different trends had emerged on the scene before.the

- advent of Tagore. The one was led by Rémmohuo Roy (177251833),
David Hare (1775-1842), Dwarkanath Taqore (1794-1846), ‘Debendranafh
Tagore (1817-1905), Akshay Kr. Datta (1920-86) and Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar, to name a few, who were - moder ates in approach. However,

they undertook sincerely socio-economic and political transformation
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of the traditional Hindu Society in two ways, one, by the intro-
duction of Ehglish educaiion, and the other, by transmitting the

past glory of India through the use of vernacular and press.

Another group, known as 'Ybuhg.Bengal‘, more radi-
cal than the formér, 'patterﬁed themselves on the'traditibns of
French Revolution and Engliéh radicalism'¢ The leader;_ah anlo-
‘Indian, Henry Louils Vivian Dérozio (1890-31), included the protests

against the treatment of labour in Mauritius, and wanted the
| inclusion, in the judicial system, of English as court lanquage.
Their organs were the 'Encuirer' and '3nananvéshah' (Search'after
wisdom), 'The Bengél Spectator’, The prominent personalities wé:e;
Krishna Mohan Banerjee (1813-85), Ram Gopal Ghosh (1815-68), Rasik
Krishna Mallick (1810-58), Peari Chaha Mitra (1814-83), Rajendra

‘Lal Mitra and others.

The second half of the century provided creative
literature in the shape of the poetry of Madhusudan Datta, the
drama of Dinabandhu Mitra and the works of Bankim Chandra |
Chatterjee. Experiments were also maée in popular styles in the
literature of Kali Prasanna Sinha, Dwérakénath Bidysbhusan,
Rajendra Lal‘Mitra and others.(s) Rabindranath”was influeﬁced by
thése groups and latgr' reconciled these two different trends.by.

|
providing a synthesis.

On the other hand, during the second half of %hi
(9) -

19th century, the political pressure also gathered momentum.

'British India Society' was formed in England, in July 1839 along
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with the publication of a journal named 'British Indian AdvoCatg'.
'Bengal British India Society' was formed in Calcutta. In 1851,
oh October 20, The British Ingian ASSOCia}}%S was established
amalgamating both the-fprmar associations.: "~ Since this Asso-
ciation, aristocestic in compositidn}”could not keep pace with;the
growth of nationalism, the Indian League was established, reflec-
| ting, for the first tlme, the awaken1ng of the people to politi-
cal life.(ll) The desire to form a strong public opinion,
achieve unifiéation of common political interests and attempt for
Hindu Muslim unity led fo the birth of the Indian Association in
Calcutta in July 1876. - The Indian Associatiqn met in Calcutts in
1883 and 1885 when the Congress was in session in Bombay.. R. C,
Maqudar, an eminent historian, sums up, 'The National. Conference
was the crowning glory of the Indian Association, and marked the
climax of the political movement in Bengal, ...'gave»the~first
impulse and pattern for ‘an All Indla Movement whlch took a concrete
shppe in the Indian National Congress' .(12) Rabindranath was 24
years of age whenvthe'inaiaﬂiNational Congress.ﬁas established.
The rise of nationalism-iﬁ}the 19th century Bengal had all tbose
salient features whiéh ére~réqqired at the formative shape, such
as, the formation of sodial groups of bourgeoisie and.intelligen-
tsia engaged in tpe search for national - identity. Furthefmore,
the rise and growth of political organisations also emerged on the

scene. What Rabindranath represented was the demand of the situa-

tion.

The process of Renaissance found momentum in the




rise of a new economic class. Feudalism was being replaced by the
emergence of a new class, the merchants, mainly responsible for
financing social and nationalist movements of the period. The
political and economic policies reflected the penetration of
British Capitalism in'thfeelbhases of trading, industrial and
financial. The capitalist nation has a high sense of patriotism
-and nationalism.(l3) It isia well-known fact that the first -

school where the bourgeoisie learned nationalism is the markét.

The family background:

Dwarkanath Tégore, the grand father of Rabindfanath,
'‘was the first commercial magnet of modern Indis to build up busi-

: (14)
ness enterprises on European lines, He had helped Rammohun

in his socisl reforms, Spent a large sum for running press, the

. first Indian member of/gsiatic Society. There was no public iné-
titution or cause at that time for thch Dwarkanath had not dona-
ted., Tagore's father, Debendranath, was truly a moral heir to
Rammohun whose mission he continued to fulfil. He took initiative
in publishing 'Tatwabodhini Patrika’ in 1843, the first of its
kind to express the glorious heritage of India(¥5) through verna-

cular.

~ Rabindranath, it is said, was mdre influenced by
his father, but,even then,other members of the family had great
inflﬁences on him, sinte most of them cohstituted_a galaxy of
intellectual stars of the I9th century Bengal. Good family back-

ground is useful but Rabindranath -grew up in one house wheré alil_
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the Burging tides of Indian Renaissance might flow round his daily
life.(lé) In his own words, 'The whole atmosphere of our home
was permeated with the spirit of creation®, Fufthermore, he ex-
-pressédx 'that‘many a foreign custom would appear to have gained-
entry into his family but at its heart flamed national pride.'(le)
The description of the use of 'Pyjama' and 'Achkan’ by the male
Amembers revealed Mughal;heritage,aCCompaniéd with;European dress
and furniture by prince Dwarkanath and Sagyendraﬁath (the first
Indian I.C.S.)“made the representation ofﬁ:ﬁndu Muslim énd‘Enéiish
customs complete.(lg) As to the religious Hackground, the story
went that Muslims deqfadgd their holy caste (Pir ali) Brahmin, and
Christiaﬁ tﬁeir family-tile (Thakur) which genersted 's fusion of -
three great strands of culture - Hindu, Muslim and Christian;-
which have made modern India what it is.(ZO) "The family represen-
ted the main ideology and contents of nationalism, such aé‘cosmopo-
litanism, secularism accompanied with the synthesis of the East and
West. This he inherited out of his family background as a child

which was later on enriched.

I. Tagore's ideas on Nationalism:

4

A. Sociologicalldeas of KHationalism:

Tadore, himself a~proddct of Bengal Renaissance, was
awére:of the plight of thte Indians., He had clear knowledge of the
fact that India had ceased to be creative Cultufally and politically
and was not concerned sbout the loss of her freedom. Religious

movements such as 'Brahmo Semaj', as defence mechanism to revive and
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“i.reassert old cultures, was on the scene doinq considerable cultu— '
ral, humanitarian and social work: in Bengal whose impact was also-=
felt in other parts.of India. It wmnt to Tagore's Credltgthét_' ,
he'supported this'movement and was assigned-anlimbortant role?by.-'
his father to play in that movement. - According’ to him, 'love |
of the country was. not the: characteristic of that time and the1 -
'_educated men then kept at arm s length both- the 1anguage and
“5thought of their native land. (21?‘ They, on the other hand._
hundermined the Indlan heritage by- remaining quite 1gnorant of _
their glorious past and also unrespon51ble to the people s cause;:;;
A;This 1ed Tagore to search, and prov1de national identity and the

R process continued throughout his life.

His views on;nationalism}--e critique of threehSOcial groups: o ]

In his account he identified three-social~grouos of
-persons' the Western educated political leaders- the Western edu-
'cated intellectuals. and the Western oriented rulers, mostly

-4Zamindars (Landlords) whose works were to serve their foreiqn

 masters. So he wrote:love of the country was not the concern: of

these sections of people. He criticised them in most of his

writings because they managed to forget to take stock of the warmth

" of human relationship that ex1sted in India. Criticlsing the

attitude of these three groups of people he wrote many articles and l~‘
poems. to impress upon them the immediace need of the astablishment

of living linhage with the common people. Dr. Arobinda Poddar 3

sums. p that two main currents flew in his tninking, one against -
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-'f‘those who folliow and-COpYIBritish pelitical and'sotiai culture in
India,and the other,the need of finding identity in the cultural
therltage of Indie. 22 Accordlng to Tagore, if ‘we attach too..

- much importance to the app\lause of the Britishmen we shall have

"to get r1d of much in)us that is qood, and to accept from them _
(23

'tf; much that is bad' ' AHe was constantly addressed to provide.f

Anational 1dent1ty, the need of the hour and demand of the country..
- Whenever a dominant colonlal system is imposed on a nation there
,arxse cznflicts in beliefs, roles, government and other: actlvi—.
'ties.(? : The period which preceded Tagore 1n India, hugged the B
,ntrapplnqs of new servitude and culturally clung to the shackles |
Ajdof the old.- When Taqore emerged on the scene, those who had

gained Western education, were. intoxicated by it and found fault
'dwith everything that was old.. It was the ' age’ of toadies and '.
reactionarles, those who aped on Western ways and those “who sought

(25)"
¢consolation in the bondage of immemorial tradition and,doqma;n

‘Leadears: -

T_o",him,'the?p'olitic-al' leaders of the pe’fiod‘-fai'le_;d to“
enthuse the people and their'flattery of the British rule was out «
of the tune ‘to the search of national identity. In an essay
'English VSe Indiens (26)? he.explalned clear]y how Indians were‘

looked down upon by the. Britlshers and advised them to be one with

the masse?. ) In the yezr 1898, in an art1c1c, Mukherjee VSe
27 r

Banerjee, - he exposed the competition among the landlords and
b—-_-——"—"""

" political leaders in securlng more favour by appeasement.,
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"~Later on, in his. two poems, Vikhayang Naiba Naiba
, (28) ' (29)
'?Cha_ (No begging), and 'Unnatilakshan' (the sign. of progress)

;i he put forward the view that politicians shou%d §top begging and
' o)

' instead should cultivate the popular support. - . His publications,.'-'

::during the last quarter of the 19th century, exposed the hollomhilf
‘:ness of these intellectuals on the ground that their way of lifefa‘

was neither useful to them nor to the people’. This was the Tainﬁi

<itheme narrated in many articles but chechie Bola (Shouting) ndf |

(32) .
‘Jihwa Asphalan (Lecturing) o deserve special mention., In the'

~former he asked these leaders to measure the 1mpact of their
'shouting' on the masses, since the masses did not take them to |

. be-their own. In the 'lecturinq R he reminded them that only '

'lecturing would not do and they should find access to the people.

His 1nSistence that political leaders should represent the cause. of p

~ people,: reflected the aspirations of the people even in the’ last

quarter of the 19th century when the 1deology of nationalism was:

yet to take off, This clearly indicated his’ basic adherence to

, democracy. ‘He believed in the supreme power of the: people mass

participation, end wanted t heir aspirations fulfilled. To be one

with mass, according to Tagore, should be the bas*c quallfication

"~ of Indiean leadership.y

In the year 1898, the meuting of the Bengal Provin—
cial Congress Committee was held in Dacca under the presidentship
“of-Rev. Ke Co Banerjee. Rabindrana h also attended the conference.'

' What dissatisfied him most was that the maJor concern of the -

fconference-was over food and lodging.of.the delegstes. They were




:~not-serioos in distussing the_main-prohlems-and:the deliberationf

.was entirely in English.' When he insisted over the use of

;'Benqali' in the Prov1nc1a1 Conference he was rubuked for his weakA'

_English. However, in 1908 at Pabna Conference, he delivered his
fPresxdential speech for the first time in the history of Congress,
f_t_in-Bengali. . In the area of education, he emphasised R the "

‘use of theimother-tongue and though a noanindivman, in a letter

_to Gandhi dated 18th February 1918 wrote, 'of course Hindi is the

"~fon1y possible national language for inter-orovincial inter-course :

L (34)

-,:in India,

» . Rabindranath, right from the start, had never..
msupported the agitational movement of the leaders. NaJma Jasmin
Chowdhury criticised him that for. fighting imperiallsm such move=
ment at the,initial stage was useful and hence ‘should not have o
been criticised oy7him. The Congress at that’ time,'according to
Chowdhury, was quasi-political and hence it was not. possible to
1 aunch the mass movement. - There are ‘reasons which can " be put
forward in sopport-of;Tégore; since 1857 the antifCOIOnial-mOVGFA
':ment‘was,in{oneiForm'offthe*other,going'on hut'without teeth;: It
iwas the qemandsofithe situation which~had been ‘echoed in'theh:

writinqs of Tagore. Tagore's protest came on every crucial issue

:'earlier than.theiotherfpoiitical'1eaders throughout ‘his lifeg-'h o

'3eritique'of ﬁblonial India"'by Sumit Sarkar; illustrates very
many examples that the nationalisc movement in. the 19th century

- was. not actually what. we have been traditionally digesting. In -

e
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n‘t‘knowing the period the writings of Tagore, cr1t1c1sing the then S
'5leadership stronqu helped to qrasp the. then ‘condition and also to'

.. some extent helped those leaders to- stand on their feet. He

-?-ftaught his people to cherish and take pride in their own heritaqe

(35)
. and also:eneouraged.them to break the fetters of tradition.

J'gandiords_as_agents;ofaéritish‘rule;in Indiet-'

Taqore also criticlsed the landlords who accumula— )
‘]ted waalth- by exploiting common people and also compromised

. national interest by seeking favour from the British establishmento'

~ On _ 29th Decemher, 1883, there was a meeting of the Zamindars-in the.

i ToWﬂehall3CalcuttaQ‘ (He)published an article"Town-haller Tamasha .
36 '

E fj;(Faroe~at Town-hall). Quite a few Enqlishmen attended the

__Qmeeting and the Zamindars danced to the tune of Englishmen sjﬁ"

assurances, showed their teeth to British masters. Invanotherl
'satirical essay "Rajtika’ ,(37) (Royal Honour) he depicted the
story of Nabendusekhar, the only son of an anglirised 7amindar,'
"toeing the footsteps of his-father in: paying,servitude to the_"
British rule.Ovefaservitode’made~Nabendusekhar an objact offbig -
fun even oeforeinis sistersinslaws. On felse'pretext,he'was sent .
to the District_Magistrate.by the in-laws. After, pa?ing tips to’
~ the peon he éntered the DM's office where D;M. addressed him-'You-
are a hoWIing fool'. ' Even thereafter, he contributed to the
,Conqress fund»and hoped, that by'remeining loyal to the authority,

~he would be awarded a title sometime in the future,
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ffﬁritish.Educated;Youth:

Tagore s criticism of the English educated Youth of}l
J‘that period occupied 3 prominent place in his. search for national -
fg identity. ETPgore 'S entire,activ1ty»is.permeated with thevidea_,
i;.ﬂof national liberation, of the struggle for tﬁe-Spifitualrand_
:political liberation ..;'(38) - S
He was very much against the copying of British
style;» In search of identity of the nation he wrote as early as

(39)
) 1898,1n his satirical essay 'Kot and Chapkan',  (Coat and

Trousers) the need of we arwing national dress. His elder |
brother,lJyotirindranath,was very much;occupied withjsearchrof an
-'agreed nationalrdress.--ln 'Kot and Chapkan’ he questioned the
.progressiveness of Indian Sahibs while wearmmg the English dress

but not allowing their wives to use the British dress. He rebu-

"+ ked them for being enslaved by British constumes and not being

sincere to own culture. In the 18905, ‘he wrote a series oF sto-

‘ries exoressinq his sympathy w1th the popular masses an? hatred
40 AR
- for ‘the oppressorss},In another essay,_'Nakaler Nakal' (imita-

“tion for imitation), based on his visit to Darjeeling in 1901, he .

compared his'Bengali bretheren in complete suit with c10wnsumoying'.

. 4n the court of the king of mountains j.es the Himalayas. To him,'f‘

'_the imitation of British was negation of the national identity.
' Aurobindo Ghosh, in his.Indu Prakash® magazine wrote an article
"New lamp for ©@1d' criticising favour seeker Indians. If we’

‘compare Tagore‘with'Aurobindo, we find commonality in quality;




« 3% G _
tone, and intensiyy in the search of national identity.
The establishment of the Indian National Congress

in 1885 brought a change on the political scene. In the year 1886
his political work 'Kadi O Kamal', (Sharps and the flats), was

publishede In the volume he'éxposed fanaticism and proved that he
was the master of the caustic irony, and his patriotic admonitions.
In one poem 'Bangabhumi', (Bengal), he emphésised that the mother-
land should not expect anything from these English educated Indians
because they had no love for the motherland and no preparations for
making sacrifices to the cause of Swaraj. in another, 'Bengaler
Eflef' (Towards,Bengal),he maintained thét he would not sing
because his brokhers _werelélépt and busy in méfry-mékinq. A song,
'Tabu pariné‘Sapite Prén; (Still unable to sacrifice lifeg, thbugh-
we are.insultédﬂon eﬁery steps', became q'uit-e'po'-'puAlar.(“.l
His social view revealéd that British.rule in India
was not in thé interest of Indians and the social groups : Leaders,
rulers and Western educated'youth who were pfo-establishmenf'should

address themselves to the demand of nation.

Be Pplitical Ideas on Nstionalism:

In the yeér118§3, in an'article ‘Engraj O Bharat
Basi' ('English vs Indians’) read under the Presidentship of
PBankim Chandra at Chaitanya Library, Célcutta; he placed his
account 6f nationalism. He expressed that the British had failed

to make India their home, not learnt the language of the people

]
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and as.such werefstill foreigners.i-de pointed odt the’discourié;y
showm to Indiansiin £heirubehaviour. He always condemned the un-
derrating of7lndiahs i;e; racial dis¢rimination. Arabinda Poddar
‘mentioned, it is desirable that Rabindranath's condemnation of
.'under rating Indians by_the British'Rag should also be taken into
‘account. That critiCism‘is quite elaborate embracing sociel,
political,'econonic and-cultural area. | #rOm another angle,uit‘}.u
can be emphasised that undemocratic,-unsecular, racial, anti- »
growth role of British raj working only for profit earning through,d
. their agents (i.e. zamindars, officials, pro-British elites) was

the main concern of Tagore. ‘The same . view was ventilated time and :

'dlagain in his voluminous writings, speeches and activities. ‘He

' flwas, thus, the vehement critic of British rule in India and wanted

~ the end of the rhle. He believed the time had come when our
leaders should declare that they were one with the masses and
fshould cut off their relations with the ruling class as they were.;'
culprits. Pb-cquld pinpoint the colonial rule in India as the
root of all thejdeqradations'ongall'the fronts. Tagore‘lovedv
:.ndmanity at large,so_he-COUld not digest the dnderrating-of"'
‘Indians by the Britishers; The racial discrimination and:uhdemoég
cratic behaviour found in Tagore a vehement critic of British |
rule in India. In this regard he always impressed upon Indian
'Ieaders to give-up Sycoohancy of Britishers and,instead establish
living 1inkage with the:common people of the motherland. He fur-
ther held everything British was not good from the pragmatic
point of view,tqo. - It was ess ential to adopt ‘Swadeshi' in-
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certain regards:in'the intereSt-ofAthe nation. Thus; Tagdfe
produced a balanced polltlcal view where he recommended accepting.
:‘everything good from any - source but that would ultlmately depend R

~on the demand of the situation.

6r. Arahinda;Poddardobserved"thathTagcre'condemned;\

. the Indians‘who;cfcssedcthe'limit of cfaising thé Britishe r's in-V}
| '-.social and pOlithal affairs, and instead suggested cultivation _

- of love of nation and nationalism’ .( 2, His emphasis over. the
_,destabllshment of relationship directly w1th the people instead of
:sycophancy pfug%itishy 3;put him in the fo;efrpnt by~the.end_of
the nineteenth century'fer his ccntributicn'tovthe sound grthh
~_of nétionalism.; His. evaluatlon of foreion rule in India was not c
Jto applause everything that was Britlsh because,f{dozng that one "‘
:fwould have to accept many thlngsvthat were bad. He supported thee
“use of Bengali as the medium of instruction when Rammohun had
.iemphasised the use of Engllsh (43) which early put him as more
- progressive than aven Rammohun. Rablndranath s lecture on

' Swade shi Samaj followed by his. two other important articles,

'Safaltar Saduguy' (The Right way to success), 'Abastha 0

Vyahastha (The condition and. the remedial “measures), revealed 2

mcst powerful mind at work;: In his 'Swadeshi Samaj', he reitera-—.
ted; 'we willjnqt by choice use either fcreign dress or foreign
goods, not writellettersvto.Bengalee'in English, refrain from use
of English food, English dress; English music and drinks On-fesf
tive occasions. Tagore proposed 3ll these in 1904, When-Bengal :

was partitioned, the Swadeshi movement widened. Tagore had also




electrifying involvement in the movement tho:gh for a short period

of roughly about three months. Right - from the 'Bharati' days to

, 'Banqadarshan he critic1sed these social groupse.

He ‘had been 'the most successful in Spottlng out
'.the worst defects of British rule. (44) Howaver, the trend changed
'with the change in the national and intérnational situation along -
with hiS'age and experience. His early views were forcefully

‘ ]oaded with emotions and patriotis feelings._ In the first poem of

vhis life he hailed the.victqry of India *Hok Bharater Joy' (wor-
‘shipping Indiafs,victory)jwhiCh reflected his adolesqent,patrio~‘
- tism, Thfee years latef; at the age Gf 17 hé-recited a poém on

' !De1h1 Durbar: (Delhl-Cburt), criticising British rule for the

"oppresslon of Indians from Cape Comorln to the. H1malayas. At the

‘age of 18, he returned from England and remarked( w?at painéd'him
45

1;'nmost was the religious aberratlons of Brltain. ' In the

‘second trip he found something lacking and hastened to return with
- remark, 'I am tired to this place, tired even of the beautiful
;nfaées. I have thereforefdecided~to retnrno'(46)
‘Another episode relates tc 'Cuttack dinnef"where
_he felt insulted. He remarked, ' I can nof teil what a profound
. distress overpowered hy heart. 1 seemed to be seated by the feet
of my insulted motherlana.'(47) Comparing Indian tradition he
held: 'how richly true for us is our India of the ages: how chea
and false the hollow courtesies of an English dinner party:.(4§In-

a letter to Indira Debi, next day, he mentioned I have not vet =
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'fforgotten the audacity of the En_lishmen. These English people

;;evacuated Red Indians from America, killed helpless Australians,

- ..even innocent Australian women like beasts. They kill innocent

hff.Indlans and are not deemed guilty by their judges but preach

| ﬂsacredness of life and high standard of - morals . This reactioni B

ﬁ:-"showed ‘how seriously and sincerely he- was a nationalist. He couldf_

”__not digest the 1nsult and one month 1ater wrote one article -

"Rajnitir Dwidha, ' (Dilemma of Politics) mentioning therein they

Aare not as much civilized outside Europe as inside their continent
They have reserved slaps for nonachristians, take possession of

~their holdings, forc1b1y cut their crops, milk their covs and kill |
their calves for their kitchen.(_O) In 5 Very hard tone and |

'strong-language he ridiculed the Britishers depicting their double

v personality'in 'RajnitirTDwisha' (Dilemma inipolitics) in the year

1873, In another poem 'E bar phirao more' (TUrn me now again) he

expressed his anger and hate against the British rule. Dr. Ara-

" _binda Poddar very-rightly reminded us to Goethe' s lines, to

. express Tagore s feelings "and if . man falls speechless in his

'f.torment God give me to say what I suffer,»(SQ) and -adds even any
fother poet of the calibre of Rabindranath or, Goethe could have -
"sung the ‘same spirit of freedom from colonial rule. : o

S (s1) ,
In another article, 'Apamaner Pratikar (Redress

" to Insult), he advised the British to be vegetarian and follow

the principle of 'Ahimss Paramo Dharma ’ that non-violence is the

best religion, because the character of non-vegetarians, respon-

sible for eating by killing animals mercilessly and their histori-



- at a public meetinq in Calcutta and. condemned Puna killings. In

cal background for killing even human beings, do not justify the

preaching of ﬁ@ﬂﬂViGl@ﬁCGm This process wenit oh and on. In anoth@ﬁ

(52)
artic]e 'Prasangakatha’ . (the context story), . he grposed the
. Ty e
<behav10ur of Britishc - that they did not behave ‘with Germans,

~
Italians and other European people living in Britain on equal terms

and  hated the Jews. In another article, 'Raja ¢ Praja', (The: king

.and the subJects) he reiterated that how their civilization based
on force, “would bring about destruction of the whole c1vilization.
fA.In 1898, the seditlon Blll was passed to stop all nationalist agita-,t
tion and Tilak was arrested. Tagore, the day betore the Bi1l

(53)
became - an Act, re ad his famous paper, 'Kantharodh' (The Throttle)

| (54)
*’another article, the same . year in Bharati entitled ﬂbdarer Ine'

"?;he vehemently criticised the increase in the import fax.l | Lord
.“Purzon had arranged the Delhi Durbar to felicitate the emperor on
his visit to this country. Tagore questioned: the very justifica—
'tion of the occa51on. ibwever, during the 'Bangadarshan days, a
'fshift is marked from earlier 'Sadhana and Bharati'«publication

" days. In his three essays fRashtranity' and 'Dharmanity', (Politics.,'

and Religion), RaiaKutumha, (the royal family) Ghusaghusi, (the

| pboxing) he narrated, how the justice was denied ‘to Indians.’ In
. his article 'Atukti' (exeess) in 'Bahgadarjshan " and important
;ffperiodical‘of'the_early 20th century.he,expressed'that millions of

: Indians suffered from epidemic and famine and were denied even their

" basic rights.

Tagore's poiitiCal'view‘clearly reflected the dark=



" side of the British n;le‘ in India. In the 'Dlary of a Western -
Traveller, he claarly pointed out the character ‘of the military
"rule of India, the exp101tation of India in economlc, and, commerh'
'c1a1 terms without having care for food famine and epidemics.,
-TTherefo!e. accordlng to Tagore the real motive behind ‘was making
England wealthier-by explomting Indla. .Hi's political philosophy
~deﬁeloped with age andfegoerience,but'oonstantlylhe was:anti-l

" colonial i.e. anti-imperialistfand wanfed narional‘ﬁreedom. }His-:'
:1 political:ahaleis was full'of:such,e#amoles. ln'the prime;of'his

'poetlc 11fe, hlS overtones were emotlonal and patrlotlc. Though :
'ﬁthey changed later, what remalned permanent was hlS evaluatlon of
:Brltlsh rule in India respon51blo for Indian degradation. He' |
never lost faith in the people,,thelr'language and thelr'heritage;

_ He equally advised the Britishers to remove their defects.

Towards the end of 1915, Mrs. Besant formed ° Home .;'
~ Rule League' in Madras and Tilak started 'National League in
Bombay; The poet protested against the internment order against
"ers. Besant  and wrote in an open letter. 'In this crisis the
only. European who . shared our SOrTowW " 1?§g§r1ng the . anger and deci-

’sion of her countrymen, is Mrs, Besant ....... - who supported the

self-government' In his article 'Kartar Ichhay Karma » (Work,

as the Master wills), he pleaded that the contention only fit can

rule makes us to think no country in the world was fit for

independence.

On the eve of the Montagoe Uetlaration, while
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liberals'wére pleased‘fo'déciére'it‘as.‘Magha1Céffé'.For;fﬁdié{d
extrémistsltook_it to be totally udsatisféétbfyfvlRabindrhnatﬁ E
held, though the declafation was no doibt a grest one but that

~Qou1d_not sdffice,rand instead faVoured-thé S£ruggle,f0r-éttdiha:

ing real independence. .

Rowlatt Act and the eplsoue of Jallianawalla Bagh'
'..massacre found in TaqorP 3 profound flghter for the Cause of the ,
“ hation. On 12,4.1919, he wrote an open letter to Gandhiji whlgh:fgaif
'T can tolerate the process of the heaven but ho;mdré I‘Can'fdlé;

" rate fhe process of the'eartho -~ The Punjabi turmoil has burnt mej

l withina’ | In a letter to Chelmsford on’ the 30th May, 1919 he

" ranounced the knlghthood. The - letter was a v01ue of protest e
::before the world show1nq the helplassnes> of Indis's British . sub—f“'.
jects, the dlsproportionate severlty of punlshment 1nflicted upoh.
‘the unfortunate people of India. So- he wrote that 'the time has
;,come whan badges of hohour make our shame glarlng ees and I on myi.i
' dpart wish to stand shorn of all such d1st1nctlons.(57) Tagore's .

' condemnation was not enually reSponded to by any of the'cbntémpo%

.:g_fary'leaders; He also addressed a‘letter to Jinnah on 13.4. 20 on

IR (58)
.. the episode on 1ts.anniversary.
| He condenmed the brutalities of ‘the Brltish autho—.
Arities in Chittagong oé? 30th Auqust 193193nd Hijli Jail in
dSeptember-lgsl where two prisoners were killed by guards. The f{
‘poet sent an open 1etter’£o the press which was refused by 'The :

‘Statesman' but was published in 'The Amrita Dazar Patrika'.
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pre-capitalist 50ciety; but in the direction not fu114blooded
bourgeoisie modernity, but a Weak and distorted caricature of the
same;f He fﬁrthé} holds, 'this is not the conventionally accep-
ted view of Rammohun, but this interpratatlon has been entirely
based on published and fairly well known matéerhals® .(61) In case
'of Ybung ‘Bengal Movement, the author holds, ‘there is, first, the

very obvious fact that the Der021ans were never able to or?anlse

anything like a real campaign on any social reform issue', Accor-

- ding to Sarkar the lack of integratlon between national’and
soc1a1 discontent stands out in fact a? t?e crucial structural

63
limitations of the Swadeshi Movement., ' It further reveals,

through analysis of social composition, the territorial aristo-
cracy of Bengal formed . a poteht influencé on the ruling side,
39% of Congress delegates were lawyers (1892-1909) and bankers .and
;gzrchants also formed support.(64) The break~through tqwards a’
recognizably natlonallst ideology through patriotic_litefature
'Hindu Mela', and economic analysis often went hand in hand with
| Hindu revivalism, ihings changed radically for a few years
~with the 'Swadeshi Movement' though even hére-ény complete iden-1.
“tification of extremlsm with Hindu rev1vallsm would be over
simpllsé;f?
Tagore was a patriot who loved the country and the
'people. In the Brahme$amaj Movement, he took active interest. His
participation, however, was much more in the literary area, and

as we have seen a lot of articles were written to make western .

educated persons to think in terms of national identity. Leaders
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' were asked to grow contact with the masses. Sometimes he actlvely |
',rpartic1pated in the popular movements such as"Swadeshl Movement'

- also attended Congress meeting,and wrote a series of articles on
e;lpolitlcal questionsin 'Sadhana R 'Bharat1 ¥ and 'Bangadarshan ,;:f~
‘maqazines.: His novels, dramas andipoems always reflected such
ideas*wnich were qnite conducive to‘the growth of Indian nationae
lisme His greatness 15 in the - fact that his works reflected the
- 4moods and asplratlons of milllons of Indian peasants during the

national l1berat10n movement of the late 19th" and the early 20th

(66)
centuries,
He had been the(most successful in spottlng the :
the - (67
worst defects of/British rule. He wrote»aggreat,deal on

soc1al andapolltical questlons. Tt would be desirahle'to compare-
" him w1th Bankim Chandra, one of the first systematic expounders ofn
the: pr1nc1p1es of natlonallsm. To Bankim, Indlanslacked the

.

. natural des1re of liberty; the lack of solldarlty in Hindu. Society,

, .but from contacts with the Brltish they discovered the true basis

~of 11berty and national solidarlty. Rabindranath was a contenpo-
rary of Bankim Chandra but of course quite junior to him in age.
His sociological'thouqht is_more_modern than that of Bankim. tb
identified three groups as discussed above;-and wanted that they
should[growvliving linkage with the mass and wasvmuch'more'forceful
~in pointing out . the defects-of'Britishers.as'well as British rule
in India. 1In that,sense; Tagore..represents the next generation,
and he has often wrote his indebtedness to tneiliterary revolution -

- of the period undér Bankim's leadership. On theiotherhand,TagOrefs
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'natlona%ism was less agqressive and 1ess communal than that of
68 -
Bankim.

Among the modern writers, he had an uncommon dlstinc—
»{tlon, in the sense, that wh11e sophistlcated Bengali 1nte11ectuals
‘“delighted in his compositnon the simple unlettered sang his song.
':The contemporary Renaissance 1n Indlan languages 1s due largely to

(69)
hls inspiration.. =

:  Segular Fie- o ar Matignalicms
[} . . - -

The idea that the Tise of natlonalism coincides w1th
the decline in the hold of the rellglon is the ‘prominent attr;bute,.
of nationalism.. Thls has»been the case in Europe, where wars of
“‘religion:dave.way to the wars of nation'; it has now be come more
important that a man was a Frenchman or German than that he was a
Catholic of a Protestant.(70) Emerson held that in none of the
Western European countnﬁk%save perhaps Ireland did rel}%ion appearA
to be 1mportant in the Formation of nation and state eseese But in -
-the Colonles, whezever the imperial West intruded, the Christianlty
:of the Whiteman o marked him off from the people among-whom they"

. came and emphasised their own rel1alon.<72)' In case of India, o
duality prevailed between the ruler and the ruled on.one front and.
'fdon-the other, dlscrlmlnation was observed in case of HindUs_and
Muslims in order to reap benefit out of the feud. Fdrther, the
'rise of nationalism has been preceded by a Tevival and reformula—
tion of basic rellgious prlnciples. 72) This was the case in

Europe and in India, challenged by the Christian BritiSh;Indians.
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undertook revivals of 'Hinduism' and ‘Islam'.

‘Religion under feudal society always played an
important part and in'casp of India , ‘religion' and 'nationa-
'1ity' overlapped. . This 1ed to dlvef$2gn of united strugqle since
communal disunity was'loomlng large. . After the Mutiny of
1857 the British government in Indlé made an attempt to SuppreSS

Muslim leaders in order to let the Muslims forget their past

glory in order to make them servile to the British regime. After

the Mutiny, for a long while Mufli?s remained under the shadow,
75

poor and discouraged community. The clever and mlschieVious

4

prOpaganda was started on these lines to create hostility between
- the Hindus and the Muoljgs? For some decades +tlie Muslims remained
'villalnX the Hindus pampered subject. After the advent of
Indian National Congress, due to large scale Hindu participation in
it, the emphasis changed. . 'The Hindu became suspect and the
Muslim loyalties wére culﬁivated as a counterpoise.(77) Even
Surendranath Banéfjee,héla, 'our critics regarded the Indian
National Congress as a Hindu orgénisation,(78) and the Muslim
view was 'as to how Muslims can be expected to join in the acti-
vities of the Indiah'National Congress which was largely in the
hands of Hindus of Bengal and Maharashtra'.(79)

Rébindrahath; born in post-Mutiny years, could
develop his ideas over Hindu-Muslim unity from the days of
‘editorship of-'sadhéna'Ai.e.‘from quite early part of his lifg.

He appeared on the scene with a clean slate. His approach was
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between the infinite idea% o§ perfection and the eternal conti-
83

nuity to its realisation.. He never supported-isolatlonism

rather he preferred mutusl intercourse between the different so-

éieties,

During the Middle Ages, the contribution of Muslims
to India s culture was not negligible, according to Tagore. The
- Muslims had come to India from outside, laden with store of know-
ledge, and with the idea of religious democracy of Islam. In our
music, our architecfure; our pictufe and our litérature the impact
of Islam was in abundén@e. Tagore pointea out that those who had
studied the lives and writings of our medieval ééints, and 3ll
the great réligious monumenfszthaf sprang up during tne peridé,.
knew. how deep’wasibur”débt to this foreign curfent_that had-#o
intimately mingled with our life. Further,‘he comnéred‘the
valués of both the religious societies and suggested that dnity{:”
‘among Muslims was far supefior to Hindus. ' ‘In his wbrds."there
is unity in Moslem society as the religious teachings pervade'ifgl
‘there is inequality in Hindu soclety through the age-old injunc-
:tions. Moslem society is more consolidated than Hindu socieisf)
A Hindu is known by convention while a Muslim is defined by his
" religion. Tagore produced a very realistic account of Hindu -
Muslim relationship.’ Beiné a Hinduy, he was more conscious nf-

‘self-criticism than to find fault with Muslims. Tagore was

‘equally conscious of the achievement. and contribution of Muslims

to indian art, literature; music and architecture, He had all

 praise for the 'e~uality' and 'unity' of the Muslim society-a
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human -approach indeed. It ‘could have been of greater service to

the cause of national integration if others could have ‘Joined him

in producing such a reasonable pictUre.

Eminent thinker and literateur, Bankim Chandra,

. pointed out that the growth of Bengali culture took place under the
Pathans but with the arrival of akbar the growth ceased, He blamed_
the Mughals in general and. Akbar»in«particulare Rabindranathffefe- '
rred to Akbar, time and again for his achievement in qeneral, and
1for Hindu-Muslim unity in; particular.(BS)

It is further encouraging to note that though - |
Rabindranath had close contact with Rajnarayan Bose, ‘one of the
. chief organisers of Hindu Mela, Bank im Chandra, the fiery exponent :
of Hindu nationalism, Debendr anath Tagore, who wanted to place the
purified Hinduism ‘above all other religion. They could not checku
‘Rabindranath from having‘an independent view. His was the
"enlightened" ‘realistt f view which could only immediately = -
‘revitallse the 1nteority and the unity of the nation. Probodh Sen
_rightly pointed out. that the problem of Hindu—Muslim relation
should be 1mpartially and secularly discussed. It can be said that
'-Rabindranath was the only_exception to this.(eé)
The philosoéhy behind the solution is a humanitarian
' ofe. The problem remained?that man is different in colour, IanQU% .,
| age, nature, behaviour, creed and religion but humanity is great in

ghis diversity. Tagore held, whoever lives in India, whoever has

- come to India, we shall be one by accommodating all. This will
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' Solve in India the great problem of ‘the world'. In the same

) article, Rabindranath suggested ‘will the country by adopting
welfare measures overcoma. the suspicxon of these who suspect you,
'defeat the jealousy of those who - are jealous of you? Stike at the
balted door.agaln and,again. ‘Do not go awayiln independence, in
shéér.disdain, haman heart can not refuse human heart all time to
Acome;'(87) .He»prescribed that the spread of education could
alone lead one to qet'fid of the prevailing.situation. So
Rabindranafh was an exceﬁtion t6 the }ule,in combating'cqmmunal
problem. He cited the example of Europe, which emerged iht6 the
mode rn wofld out of the darkness of the medievalism with tﬁelex-
tension of knowledge and devotion to truth,- in the same way,

Hindds and Muslims will héve-to break away from the limitations.

He did-ndt like the ideas of those leéderg,like

Surendranéth Banerjee and many others)who favoured amity and
r approachment only on%political front. Rabindranath, digging
~ deep into the problem,. emphaéiséd ‘mere politiéél necessity was

unimportant; it is for the sake of humanity, for the -growth of
 our soul, that we should turn our mind towards the Spirltual unity
of men,(88) not-for entrenching ourselves behind barriers but for
meefing in mutual understanding and trust on the commén field of
éo-operation?. S0 writes Sachin Séh, Tagdre's political
biographer, 'the viéiOn of India at peace, growing in fullness of
heart but not- crlppled by any differanres, was the contribution of

(89)
Tagore.'

He pointed out, if there were real differences, they
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| could not be spirited dway by jugglery if we ignored the facts .:
‘the facts would ignore our convonience. We failed because we
invited Muslims for serv1ng a purpose, for alllance for 1mmediate
- object of mutJal selfeinterest, 'but these alliances likeApolitl-'
cal alliances ves are only transitory but in constant danger of - >.
ending_in violent_react;onf (99) . Like Eu;ope. he held, all the r.
suf fering fhaﬁ,rise out in: the breast of India e;.'afe rooted in
iénorance, caste distinctidn relxq1ous anlmos1ty,,1ack of in1t1a—

. | . (91)
tive and material weakness, all cling round lack of education.'

In his words, '

T could never have believed that even within ten
years time lakhs of people ... could not only be literate but
given the dignity.of-manhodd. ‘Here they exert: themselves as much
for all other races as.er their own.' (92) " In the above mentioned
views, it appeared that he wanted reconstruction 6f fhe society.
with the mass involvement so that like Russia Inéia might contri-
bute to the world 'with so many races, so manY-éntagonistic reli- -
gidns at last i'know thaf éurs too could wbrk.{(?3) He was so
A encouraqed tha%92§ held,' TI' shall never belisve in the formula of
dlfficulties. So he declared, 'lat us unlte not inspite. of-
differences, but throuqh them, let all human races keep their own -
personallt;es, and yet come together, not in uniformity that is
dead but in unity i.e.'living. This is"the global as well as
nétional view of Tagore. In his words*'We sre all here to co~
operate in the making of Greater India.' (95)

Right from"fhe.SQédeshi' days; he advised ¢hat good.
relationship between the Hindus and Muslims éould be established by
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solving the probleh’égocielly, culturally,(gggnomiCally and.not
only politically'.  Wrote Nepal Mazumdar, the conflict
between Hindus and Muslims Wh{ch existed before the emergence of
- Brltish power in India continued in larger proportion under the
Britlsh rule and was there as still the major stress and strain
of Indian polity. But the prescription offered by Tagore revea;

dled certaln everlasting panacea., .

.When_Jadunath Sarkar, a great-historian, observed
that 'Shivaji has shownfthet the tree of Hinduism is not really"
dead, see it can put forth new leaves and branches, it can agaln

(97)
1ift its head upto the skies,' - Bankim found in Akbar not

"-, much for the qrowth-of Bengala. Partition of Bengal came as a3

mark of separation between the two CONMUnltles Rabindranath
marched ahead with the powerful loglc that Indla was the land of"
thosevwho lived here and the Muslims had also contr1buted'very -
much to the growth of fndia. He also explained, side by side,
that Hindu society had céased culturally and-infairness'Musiims |
had much more at their command than the Hindus to offer. dindus
should get rid of casteism, and backwardness and should 1nvite the
Muslims to,j01n mainstream in,such a way so that they did not feel

alienated. .

VHe'righfly observed that the liberation from
colonial yoke would not solve communalism. So he preferred, 'as
in Switzerland, the people of dlfferent stocks. have forgotten
their differences and united toqether India would have- to do the

,(98)
same.' Both Hindus and Muslims-had been guided by their reli-
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‘gions but more 1mportant, according to Tagore, was economic inequa—
1lity the two communities-facedc So he suggested, in the 1nterest.
of India, not the union of both the communities, but also equality
4' of status and of opportunity, i.e. not - the enuality of the
| Wrestlers, but social enuality was essential. Int°rp*et1ng 'Moplé
rebplllon of Kerala, he held Nambudlr ‘Brahmins respon51ble for .
-4hating the Muslims 3nd not vicesversa. The whole relatlonshlp wasl
based éh.ignofance; whith Indians achrding to Tégore, had made
“the King. He . therecore, suqqested that we should fight ignorance‘
unreal and the ghost.unreasohabie.ggg) On this line, Tagore-wrote
o) mahy’articleé which.increésed the fund of ffiendship between
‘the two .communities. He'toqk note of 'Divide and Ruie’ po]icy_'l
| béing followed by the British'dovernmen£~of India and always

. condemned the same.

Tagore was criticised for his secular views and
in+érpfetation of Indian>hiStory, even by his close friends like
Pramatha Chowdhury and Shibnath Sastri, veter:n leaders - of -Brahmo-
Samaj. But Tagore emoha51sed not only the ways but also the means
fo gain considerable government posts for the Musllms. In his

.Wbrds, 'lat us.pray whole heartedly the favour wé (Hindu) enjoyed»
be showered éh the Muslims.'(lOO) The whole.problem; he wanted
to solve on humanitarian ground. In an eséay Lokhit (Publicfwei—
fare), he arguedfthét "there lay difference between a man and
man, between tommunity 'ahd- community  but the- common  cour-

tesy demands non- eXpoaition of these differences

- (1o1)
uncompoundedly, " - In his essay, 'Choto-O-Bado', (small or

big), he asked each and everyone to remsin peaceful. In 'Sadupay'
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(honest means) he emphasised un%ty.) In 'Banga Bibhag', (Bengal'par-
102
3

proposed for a Village Counc11 to be eaually represented by the

_tition), 'Bbastha 0 Vyavastha (Condition and remedies) he

Hindus and the Muslims, a democratic approach suggested as early as
1905. His life was the bast example of uniting both the communi-
‘tiese. ‘

D, Ideas on Nitionsl Reconstruction:... '~

The funda?ent§1 tenet of Tagore's political philom
: 103 _
sophy is self-reli ance. . He was quite familiar with the pro- .
blems of national life and had the v1sion of a stateman and in

(104)
fact, was one of the greatest political philosophers of our age. ‘

Aﬂttaining-political independence, as Tagore streesed time and
lvagain, would be a very important step but not the inyAsﬁ?é“ﬁfﬁthe'.“r
count}y to true freedom. He ascribed decisive eignificance to
economic Self-sufficieney;beeause India was plagued byffamine;
millions of Indians died in starvation. So he emphasieed,in ofder
to make political progrefibggal, the underdogs of our sociefy must

be helped to become men.

.wnen nie father aeked him to look after the interest
of the estate (Zamindari), he came in direct contact with the pea
sants whom he deseribed as patient, submissive, family-loving end
eternally exploited, helpless, infantine children of proyidence. He
could further mark,the increasing difference between the-town and
the village.  All these led him to think in term of village-uplift '

-ment and as happened in most of the cases,his views on vill age



=179~

‘upliftment came quite earlier than any other politician of the
peribd; In 1904, the complete scheme of'reorganisation of villages,
revival of cottage industry, popularly known as 'Swadeshi Samaj'

was prepared. by Taqore.

He established-anothertinstitutipn, 'Sriniketan',
near his San{inéketan; f@r rural ppliftﬁent-in the area of agricul-
ture and industry. His idea. of n;tional regeneration’ through the.
comprehensive scheme of rural reconstruction was undoubtedly his
great contribution to constructéve politics.(ICB) The background ,
was that the Government Was neithgr responsive to the needs of the‘
‘peqplginof the dependance on such-agency would be desirable. So he
‘proposed, 'each one of us shall, for every day of our life take up
‘fhe burden of our country.' Only when India lost her glory the
British could éonquest, 'it made us aware =~ how‘wondeffully strong
we had been and how miserably weak we have become’. The true way fo
self-defence is to use our_inherent powéfs.(lgz)the .presidéntial
address; at Pabna Congress in 1908, he placed the programme of
national regeneration. In his télk to . Goverhor)in China, he pre
-seribéd 'when society is living it can adept itself to new condi-
 tions, but when it is dead it merely coples its past and cannot
build its future.' ( 108) He was, thus, very much addressed to the

problem of national réconstruction.

When Tagore began the work at Surul, (Srin1ketan)
" he did rnot think in terms of the whole country, rather,he w1shed to

select one or two villages to set an example for the whola of
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India. e was of the yiew,ihat if help was rendered from outside
such a help WOuld not. ﬁake them.self-SUpporting. He wanted fo‘help
the village in -digging up the wells for irrlgatin? land. The res-
ponse was 'we- diq up wells and you go to heaven v Tagore was
in a fix, He made a club in cutchery«(office), wanted to construct
‘road but the reSponse‘wae not entouraging. Yet he joyfully strove
for it despite initial hurdles, and ultimately got success. He
revived many a v1llage industry, 1mproved agriculture, extended

irrigation, organised co—opezative societies, started day, as well,

- as, night schools and above 3ll, could infuse in his people the

(110)
spirit of self-reliance.' . It could easily bd marked when
national leaders were yet to give shape tolsugh ldeas,Tagore had
11
already started his experlments ‘st Surul. Today ' we see

Sriniketan as ideal institutiOn’ and there was 3carcely any-area
of thought in which the poet was not far out advance of his Eellow
Indlans .(112)

Tagore wrote numerous'arficlesuonvsocial-reconefruo4
tion; however, his NEPlseheme eounciated at Pabna Congress deserves’
mention. In-a speech in 1918y at the Centre okandian Culture, he
hopedy it should also be the centre of economic life : it must cul-

- tivate land, breed cattle, feed itself end its-studenf51 it must
produce all necessaries devising the best means and using the best

materials, calling science to its ait'. Such an institution must

group round all the vill?gissvitally write them with itself in 211
' 113

1ts economic endeavours. Gora, the hero of his famous novel,

came across scenes of exploitation, ‘epidemic, which gave birth to
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‘:-the urge of spreading-the idéala of ‘Swadeshi Samaj'. ‘As a‘poot

he composed many poems to represent the misery'and poverty of his

age. His object was to try to flood the choked bed of village |
life. wlth the.stream of happineés. For this, he wanted the

' and (114)

scholars, the poets, the musicians,/the artists to contrlbute.

Sriniketan sings,the following song: our hands ara=strong, our

héarts.glad;.as we ' toil from ﬁornihg 111l night to plough the

land.'(115) | = 1

: hes.
It is really an example of earnestness that he

sént his only son, Rathihdranath,.t0‘the_University of Illinois,

U.S« A, to learn‘agricultgre»and animal husbandry, and spent.ﬁalf

of the amount of his Nobel-Prize for Sriniketan.'.In a lettef, he
wrote, 'you know my heart is with Surul ... you may be absolutely
certain that it will be able to weather all storms and spread its
branches wide.' (llé) He himself read, farming, pottery, village

_ economics,production of hides, manures. looms, tractors and so

many other subjects concerned with' rural reconstruction. Elmhirst,

a fried of Tagore, helped him in this move.

However, the idea of Swadeshi Samaj remained an
eminently'inSpiring idea. 'It could have led to a total revolu-
tion if implemented not as a separable but as an inseparable part- -

(117)
of the struggle against»imperialism.
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" E. Ideas on Scecialism:

Tagore jinéreasiri\gly_ involved himself wi'th the
cause of oppressed humahity-botﬁ st national and international
© levels Fb always advocéied in favour of the liberation 6f Afro-
Asian countries. The soéialist# also fought for these causes.
We might compare Tagore with Tolstoy. Tolstoyyearned his‘views
in favour of the good of the common people. " In a Bengali book .
Tolstdy,vGandbi and Rabiﬁdranaﬁh,(lls) the writer, Ryyxxfhxhilshnxs

\
Dr. Sashibhusan Dasgupta, regarded Rabindranath as a Hindu

Tolstoy'. Dr. Dasqupta further referred to the influence of
'Anna Karenina's' lady character over Tagore.and added that

-vRabindranath-had confirmed that he had been inflﬁencedﬂby the

work of Tolstoy in spreading edﬁcation in Russia and would like

to follow his 1esson.(;¥9)

Tagore can be compared even with Leninybecause
both of them favoured the liberation of Afro-Asian countries ffom
colonialism. Both of them were anti~colonial, anti-imperial and
anti-racial. = But there remained a great difference between the
two.s1..7~ Tagore condemned them on ethical ground, and not on the
.class basis, as was done by Lenin, In condemnation of war and
establiShment'of peace,he had more or less, the similar views
being expressed Ey fhe socialists. His condémnation of fascism
placed him in the front. In a message to Lesny, when‘_,‘ o
czechoslovakia was attaéked by Hitle€r, he reiterated; 'I feel 30‘ 
keenly about the sufferings of 9our pepple as if I was one of
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them', He compogéd a poem Do not submit YOOrself'to carty the.
burden of ihsulf on your head, and dig not a trench with false-
hood and cunning to build a shelter for your dishonoured’manhood.Basi
“'_cal]yh3 was an interna;fohalist par excellence from the humanistic
point of view, who could wish fwhere the world is not fsagmented

in domestic wallse.' o+ee

In an intervxew with a Chinese delegation in Tokyo
| in 1929, he held that it was the great multitude, the common

people, who bore the burden of civilisation. We are the parasites
whom they maintained with their own bloodse The country could only
be free when the common pe0ple became conscious of themselves
He held, ‘it has become my life's work to try to restore the.
fullness of life to those éf my race who have been.deprived of
their own proper share of physiéal and intellectual opportunities -
and open the inner pathlof communication with other nations for‘
the purpose of. establishin?lperfect human relationship which is the
real goal of civilisation. His estimate of the common.people
of the west reveals : in his wromk; 'In the West Political life is
concentrated in a pérticuiar grpup,of-men or in some machine énd
its leigations are bofﬁe by some special group',énd suggésted;thg
time has cohe to renew the; 1ife of the people ... a new stream of
ideals must supply the people with a living purpose.(lzl) Such
expression clearly reflected his dissatisfaction with capitalist

democracy where common men were yet to get their due.

Tt is the conmon people the object of his. scheme



of improvement and the.common‘enemy 3 qroup of persons respon-
sible for exploitation both within the natbonal society and outside
it. Pbmever, his account of socialism grew richer, after his
visit to Soviet’ﬁussia. Aftef'one:yeaf of hia Soviet visit, he
telegraphed Russians,-\iyour'fi success is due to turning the tide
of wealth from individual to collective humanity. Our obst?§%3§
are social -and political insanity, bigotry and illiteracy.' . In
Kalantar, published in 1933, he condemned mass—poverty and
imperialism. In letters writien to Amiya ChakfabOrty,dhe praised
Soviet arrangement in food education, medical'treatment for all
and asserted that non—capitalist 3 should .nOt7be condemned because
it is against . capﬁtalism.:123 . When requested to reyisitv
Soviet RdSsiaﬁhe replied, T have not lost my interest in‘éoviet
Russia. If I get anoiher'chance of'visi{ind Soviet Russia
" nothing would surpass the. pleasure. My visit in 1930 has opened
my'eyes .(124) In 1936, he composed 'Amrita .
Before his visit to Soviet Russia, 3as early as

1919, he became signatory té??larte Dgclarations full of socia-
listic contents.(125) In 1926 T«gore was in Vienna when(ﬁe
International G nferance of Socialists was going on. In Septem_

er, the same yesr , in Berlin. T agore had regular visifors ini4
‘Birendranath Choitopadnyaya. and M. N, Roy. When in thgéfyghe
mentioned, I have a keen ﬂntereet for the new world built by the
Soviet Republic in the place of Czarist Empire i.e. why, I would

(126)
“have liked to examine Russia closely.

N

But the fact rpmainad, his world view always helped
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him to find out the way for his own country. To himyFrench Revolu-
tion was important because it signlfled 'liberty’ equality' and
'fraternity', so waszussian revolation. However, his visit to
Ruésia emboldened him in advocéting education and equality for
Indians, He was perféctly awaire of the defects of Western demo-
cracy. According ‘to him, demo?racy beéomes like an elephant whose
one purpose in life is to give:joy rides to the clever and to the
‘rich. The'organs of information and exprassion, through which
opinions are manufactured, and the machinery of administration, are
openly or secretly manipulated by the prasperous few.(l27)

Th&ﬁ T agore QaS'quite conscious of the state of
af Fairs of diffefant-leading politicsal ideolodies. He alwéys"
wanted to help humanlty with moral overtones, the basis of man,

society, nation and the world. Sri Samaresh Das,in his book

'Rabindranather Chintay Samajtantra{, in Bengaii i.e. (Socialism

in the thinking of Tagore), has madeedetailed study tracing: fi{itl
'socialism' ’ " in the introductlon of 'Europe Jatrir~Diary

(Europe Visitor's Diary);whera he failed to grasp its real meaning.

In a series of articles in Sadhana, 'Karmar Umedar' (aspiiaht

for work), 'Stri.Majur‘.{ (women labouf) and 'Catholic Socialism'

he = . attempted to explain but not so sériously. But'theﬂSéme got
expression _ . ' '

in another article 'socialism' in Sadhana, explaining the
views of Bee Fort Bax (1954-1926) that rich were benafitad under

liberalism and not the common ?eqple‘. In 'Chhinna Patrébali',

time and again, * . he wrote, whether equal distribution of

wealth would be possible or not, if not, only God can save the
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Foor peasants. Se- Da52128§5 chrono}ogzcally portrayed his account
of Tagore's socialism. '

Soyif we asSess his ideas on politicai economy,lwe
find that he was not a Marxist as he never believed in 'class
struggle' or 'hlstorlcal materlalism or 'dialectical materialism_»
for-that matter. However, his sphere of action included suchm
measures which stood for the interest of the down. trodden. Born
in the lap of luxury, and brought up in comfort, he never looked
down upon his fellow beings. The sphere of his activity includad
education and social reform, So Nehru was right when he called
him an aristocrat turned into a democrat sympathising with the
proletariat’. (120) He also believed 'economic life of a nation

(131) L
is not isolated fact' and insisted that people must devote

N

3ll their energies in cohstructive workse 'He was the poet of

‘man' and the prophet of 'humanity' in life and deads., He wanted

the regeneration of Indian sociaty. Taking in this light, his

biographer Kripalanifméhtioned “the 'author of Gitanjali' eould be
'as practical and down to earth as any American farmer or

Bolshevic Manager of o collective farmo.(l32)

Tagore was deeply ceoncerned for'thosé who grew up
with the least food, leaot clothes and least education. So he
believed - that itiwas as inevitable that fhe progress of civilisa-
tion could be maintained by improving their lot. In Soviet Russia,
he éxpressed,'what has plaased me here is the complete'disappoa‘
rance of the conceit of we alth, For this reason alone the.self

(133)
respect of the people has beén restored.' ‘ He thus, stood
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? for economic equai{tysihB'Basis of socialism. He talked*of Indian
heritage and pointedidu{_fhét'pride arising from the difference of

' wealth has come to our é@ﬁhtry from the west. Further, he held,
'French Revolutibnf was caused due t& inedualify and the curtain
had changed that}hﬁorld'stagq,and now the suffering huménify had a
nobler vision 'because all disharmony is Opposed'to the iawlof ’
universe'., He did not.find Indisn tradition against édoption of
'socialism', As an inte;hationalist he found the national.problem
of today is part of ihé world'problem'. This truth is implicit

in the modern age-ahdlone'must accept it.

v So, he found pleasure in his visit to Soviet Russia
'whereEShgwhad served"theibasic~problems§%and: suggested, the timé
has ccme for us to proclaim.that there-is no salvation for man if |
the powsr of the weak is not. awakensd at onca, It was the suffering
of the Indian Mass under British Colonial rule that engaged his
attention and prompted him to pronounce moral non-Capitalist path -
for curing the prevailigg}ggsfndian society, In doing 56;ﬁé'§eemea
to herald:&oral, humanitarian and egalitarian social stnuctdres‘

15 g

Tagore's Ideas on Internétionalism: _ >

i

Tagore's views on internationalism also bagan with the
.individuale. He asked the individual to realise his kinghip_w;;h
others. Tagore held, 'whén_a man did not realise his kinship with.

the world he lived in priSoh—housq,but 'wher a man meets the eternal
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spirit in all the objects he is emancipated, for, he di?igzﬁrs the
fullest significance of the world in which he is born'. ‘

According to Tagore, ehtire philosophy centred round 'man' and

'‘Humanity'. 'Ettwa Masi,' 'That art thou' rebféSentéd-thérgésic»”
tenet of thei‘Upanishag'; There could be no liberation unless

the soul realised that 'it is one with the infinite' love is the
'pfincipie of Spiritual uﬁify whéch may be made cbncrete through -
service to the human béing‘.(133)_ The lure of the c.1il of the

infinite in man puts him as path finder.

| Man continued, in his search, not for the satisfac-
tion of his material needs;but in order to strive with all his
might for the revelation of the 'universal man' in the world of |
man.‘fo rescue his own ;ﬁndcent trugh from the crude obstacles set
up by himselff(l36) §achin Sen very aptly remérkéd ,"Tagéré
~ proclaimed the dignity bf'Man, the discovery of reality in the
world of senses and colours and ridiculed the philosoth_df

(137)

escapism.  He found God in Man, divinity in the lowlyest of the
low'. | -

. His thinkiég on internationalism fevealed that her
seemed to have established an ‘organic view' of the relationship
that existed bastween thebindividual and the society. Ih his wordsy
'we have a greatér body, which;is social hody. Society is an
organisation of which we are parts'. He further added, 'He who is
wise tries to harmonise. the wishes thét seek for:self-ératificaa=: SR
tion with the social good, and only thus caﬁ he rezlise his higher -

(138) : |
self,' So he suggested that men should construct their paths
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nof for‘profit'or fOr?power but paths over which thé hearts of
men’ could qo out to their brothers of different land. The goal
- of human life, accordlng to TagOre, was to offer freedom and to
(139) _
be free.

'Monism’}was the key word with him. The ideas of
humanity of God or the divinity of man was the heart of his poli-
tical philosophy. Rabindranath will'always be remembered as a
poet, a product of integral ?ggésism eee 3 philosopher whose main
interest centred round man'. Tagore was all along sustaineq
by his robust faith in Man, - In a message on the'eignty first
birth-day anniversary,- he observed, "As I look around I see the -
crumbiing ruins of a prond civilisation ... and yet I shall not
commit the grevj ous sin of losing faith in Man.' Tagore believed
that mankind must be bound together by the inevitable faith in
moral links which strengthened the fabric of civilisatinn.(%£§zion,
like individual,'should élso assert its individual existence and
should adopt the ‘path of helping each other. The false pride
should not erect the Chingse wall-in‘their mutual relations.
Furthermore, their relatinnship should not be and must not.be based
_ on pursuit of profit and power. In a letter to his friend, Andrews,
he held, 'let us be rid of all false pridevand rejoice at ahy 1amp
being 1lit in any corner of the ?Tié? knowing it is a part of the

illumination of our own' house'. So what is true of indivi-

dual in society is also true of nation in the internationél soclety.

A,

Acrount . of Imperialism:

It was one of the central points of Tagore's analysis -
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of cOntémporary ihterhaiiénal society_that the world waes dominated
by the passion ofv-éreed énd power in an organised way. This is
what we term ‘imperialism'. In his wor&s the ihtérnational society
‘was not SOcial in character but was based on ‘utility'.. The ecca.
nomic background of the second half of the 19th century showed how
capitalism turned imperiallst and how it became responsible for-the - —

outbreak of the World War I. Tagore was not- an economist and did

- not belong to either Marxist or liberal background. But the taste

‘of British €olonisl rulé in India cultivated in him, the comprehen-

sion of hazards of imperialism in quite high dose. However, he
was not so frequent in use of the term "imperialism'. But:the fact
reMained, he had been a protester throughout his life against the

imperislistic exploitation in the form of anti-colonial, anti--

- racial and antl-communal terms. To him war as well as peace .came

as impdrtént agenda, and,as an internationalist,he.was deeply

addressed to these problems.

The First Wo}id War, 'came as a product of half a

century of development of world capital and of its billions.of

(143)
thread and connections. _;J The Marxists iooked upon the world
not only as a fruitful fiel? of capltalist expansion but also as a
144

potential battiefield.f. " Tagore saw that the dominant civilised
nations were most inhumawﬂy oppressing andréxplditing»the millions. ‘
Right from the beginning of the 20th century, as portrayed in his
famous poem; 'The sun set of the century' ... about the unashamed
eiploitation of humanity,'fhére was unhrcken continuity in his

£xpression on this theme."Sachin Sen aptly put forward; "He regu-
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larly 9bserv9d that the unashamed naticonal glorif%izg§on is inflic-
ting heavy and fatal wounds on human conscience."

Being the subject of the British colonial rule, it

is natural that imperialism had been explained more in Indian
context. This Tagore did)thfough the comparison with'the Muslim
rule and found that the British,pthct&sedfdistriﬁﬁnatibn in
dealings with the Indians. To him Muslims made India their home
while the British remained outsiders. Fufthermore,"he de3lt
with the whole gamut of Indian life i.e. ecohomic, political, and
cultural, which had been dominantly disturbed by the colonialism, He
was again successful in distinguishing thé British ‘rulers' from |
British peopie aﬁd in finding some everlasting values lying in
British philosophy and culture. He toék the British as rulers,
imperieslist, respbﬁsible,for exploitation not only in India but
also‘ abroad on a large scale. In addition to that, he fphnd the
British responsible for - most of tﬁe troubles  in the world. He
also pointed out the ugly role of 1mperialist in waéing war and
the so-called establishment of peace. As -a solution to all these
prevailing problems, he assigneéyamportant role to the 'individuals
in paving a moral path,which_cculd onlyyﬁdéffhe world out of the.
crisis. Thus, himself 1iving under the colonial rule, he developed
his awareness of exploitation of the Indians denying them even the
elementary needs of existence. To him, imperialism was the higher

phase of colonielism, He felt disturbed by the role of the Bri?}zg)
statesmen acquiesced in the destruction 'of the Spanish Republic.

He questioned the British intention in rep1y~to'Mrs. Rathbone's
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'1etter and mentioned the British hated the Nazis for merely challen-
ging their world mastery and Mrs. Rathbone expected us to kiss the
hands of her peOple in servility eee, they had betrayed the great
.trust and had sacrificed-the-happlness of millions in India to blast
the pockets of a few capitalists at home'. He held,'such is the
tragic tale of the gradual loss of my faith in the claims of the
European nations to civxl;satlon. (147 To the modern polltlcal
sc1entists Tagore might<appear not using appropriate'tahinoloqy,as
Lenin did, in denoting imperiallsm—the highest phase of capitalism.
However, his short account of imperialism proved beyond doubt the
fact that it was responsible for colonising India disturbing the
life of Indians, economically, politically, and culturally. Further,
.35 an imperialist nation, Britain was exploiting so many Asian and
African countries. Britain was responsibie for the most of the
troubles in the world aéd-was largely responsible for war. He was
sddressed to the agenda of Indian independence, so wanted the end

of eXploitafion of miilions in the interest of a few British capi-
talists. However, he &fdAnot lose faith in man and as such did not
condeﬁh all the British?r? even when he emphasised that not a

.singlé country in Asia.lboked to Eufope without doubt.

Tagore was of the view that the Industrial Revolu-
tion had helped the: British consolidate their sovereignty over the
vast empire. But in India, the misfortune of being governed by a
foreign race was daily brought home to us. British colonislism was
no doubt & constant feminder.to him for the freedom of Indie. In

an article 9Fsig;gu5uroQQf; (Asia and Europe), he suggested that it
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was very much real that those who were outside Europe had only
relationshibS'of exploitation.with theh; To-day’there is no
single country in Asia which did not look Europe without.doubt.
Afro-Asian'hat}?ns we?é being administered by(?gésted p:ovoking
needle 1like fish and were already in the net. He further
held, the powerfullcoqntrieg,by virtue of their control over media,

crushed the voice of ‘exploited, behind the pretext of infancy and

disgrace.

Rightiffbm‘the 1890's,hi$ comnents on British rule
in India and its exploifation,became his major concerh. ‘During
. the period;he also'félt'how"imperiélism' practising exploitation
héd,engulféd‘the‘worlds The instances of 'Boer Warf in Afrfca and
that of 'Boxer Revolution' in China led him to react in hi§ charac
~-teristic wéy. He felt more and more concerned about the plight
of common men thrdqghéui ﬂfro—Asign countries, and could Te cog~-
nise that 'racialism' and 'communalism® were the ingrediehts of

colonialism,

Quting.thg first decade of the present century,
another moVement .’ *Asia is one’ or 'Asian Federatibntemerged
‘on the scene, VWithin a very short period of Tagore's visit to
China, Asiatic Rssociafioh was formed in Sanghai. But it should be
remembered, mentions Nepal Majuﬁdar, Tagore and Jagadish Bose,
great scientist of India, wanted to make an attempt to staft one
centrihgf 'Asian Affairs' at Santineketan in 1903. Aftef long 23

years,/ Asian Conferencé took place in Delhi_in 1947, and the

Indian Nationél'Cengres§@ﬁ Gaya put " on the. agenda. But what
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the
Congress put on agenda in 1924 inﬁsay? Co?gress ‘Tagore had made
149 :
move in that direction two decades earlier,

B, - Account of Asia: | ;

Tagore, a product of Renaissance, a shaunch fighter
for the cause of Indian freedom, turned as a leading personality of
Asia, performing the rolg of cultural ambassador of India to Asia
and the worlde His acgqunivqf Asia formed the Central part of hiS
thinking on internationaiigm. -éeing an Indian, he was obviously
informed of the happenings}of neighbouring'countries and was in .

- perfect knowiedge»of histoiical link of India with them. His con-
cern f;:jiopium war' in China and the victory of>Japan over Russia
had been nicely expressed. The common 3foer1ng of the natives

'uhder colonialism led him to widen his area of concern.

.However,'g new sight: with the emergence of renai-
ssance, growmh’of-vérnacglar press, modern-education and a bit of
industrialisation engagddlﬁis attentibn. "The re—awakehihg of.Aéia
further proﬁed that Europe had lost its position of respect in
Asia and the national libefation movement started everywherefl
Furthermore, fhe.ypars fdl;owiné the First World Warn.also convinced
ﬁim that the Europeean impefialist power, instead of decreasing, had
already accelarated the process of exploitation, without £éking_any
lesson out of the war. These trends added in him urgency to warn
against the evil forces for restorafion of sanity. He répresented
‘the voice of Indias as well as of other Asians intensely but

nowhere propagated hatred adainst Europe. It waé not corspérity
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scheme which he had preached, but an Asia uni ted inla common pur-
pose for the betterment of the condition of Asia, which wou%?sgst
isolate itself by an iron curtain from the rest of the world.

His work 'Nationallsm gontained three articles,
namely, Nationalism in the west, Nationalism in Japan, Nationa-
lism in India. The work was the . COmpilation of his 1ectures
delivered in Japan and the U.S.A. in the year, 1916 i.e. during
the First World War. Another work of this period, based on -his
speeches in Japan, was published under the title 'Personalltgl?ﬁgn
3rd May, 1916, daring the perlod of the First World War, he sailed
for Japan along with Andrews, Pearson, and Mukul De, in a Japanese
ship with hospitallty of the captaln and the crew. He stayed

(152)
there fqr three months,

- His views on Japan:

» Japan OCCUpled 3 central place in his heart for
many years. .The victory of Japan over Russia in the year 1905
was -celebrasted in Santlniketan, as booster for Asian to proclaim
 their streneth.(153) Tt was 1mportant as his first visit to
Asian country and to Japan,to receive enthusiastlcally one who
brought honour to Asia in the shape of Nobel prize.‘154)Tagore was
enual]y happy. to see the qiant strides made by Japan and was
happy to comment, Japan 8 graatness has been due not to imitation,
but to assimilation of the qualities of the East and the Weg:b??a
dream to achieye « To him, Japan was both old and hew. because,

'8he has her legacy of the ancient culture. from the East and also.
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fearlessly claimed all the gifts of the modern age'.

His views on China:

During his visit to China, he recalled that once
upon a time Eastern Asian countries were united from Burma to
Japan with India having'the ctosest ties. There was a living
" communication of hearts, é'nerVous'system evolved through which
messages ran between us about the deepest need of humanity.(lsgzs
speech . always revealtd organic unlty both in respect of indivi-
dual and the nation. ;ﬁs'visit to China took place in the year
1924 which had been coversd under the title 'Talks in China’,
containing the notes andfreports published in Chinese news
paperse. Liang Chi Chao, President, Uniﬁersities.Associatiqn, Te=-
- garded this visit as’ treméndously-important in increaéing the
fund of friendship. The visit was much more intimate as both
the countries were having the common suffering and this intimacy
lasted ti1l the last days of Tagore's life. While receiving
Tagore, Liang held:'Tégofe‘has visited Europe, America and Japan,
"but to'us he comes from the "country which is our nearest and
dearest brothéf. India was shead of us and we the little brother
followed behind. (1?8) Tagére was aqually at his best in reply
when he reiterated I am reminded of the day when, India claimed
you as brother and sent you love and the time has come when we
shall be proud to belong to a continent which produces the 1&;29 )
He advised the Chinese to know what was best in them and 'living
out your light and 1lit to great Festivalo of lamps of the world

(160)
culture,’

o _ — e e - ——— - - - ﬁ,_—4____——o—.
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ﬂhile on his way to Japan, as early as 1916, Tagore
remarked,in Hongkong séeing‘SUCh strength skin and joy_éf work
thus concantratedAin oneiplace,’I‘realised wﬁap an amount of power
is being stored throughout the land in this‘great nation whén such
an immense power gets its modern vehicle' ... what power on earth
will be able to of fer ifs resistance.(lél) It revealed the-faculty
of farsightedness of Tagore who cculd foretell long before the

future strength of ‘the Chinese.

Tagore'maintéined very cordial relations with China and
~regarded her liberation no less important. He was very much in-
volved in sending‘é medicalzmiSsibn to ChinaeHe appealed for mone-

tarylhelp to China. Hi$ anxisty had been expressed when Tagore

~sent a letter to MarshailfChiang through Staf ford Cripps, when the . -

latter met him before leaJing for China. The message, dated 26
December 1939; contained 'the victory will ever femain,respondent

in the moral field of human endaavour’.

The 'Cheena Bhawan' was"opened in March 1937, which is
still the best centre inf%ountry of#@%inese_study. The Chinese -
éxperts always visited santiniketan. On his 80th birth day,
Genersl Chiang congratulgted Tagore telegraphically, 'China has-
 peen struggling in defenée_of the civilisaetion of East Asia-and for

that I wish all the more to congrafulate you for the lohgevity of
your life, the heroic voice for which shall keep soundiné like a
bell = all ov?{ég?e wor1§,2£he spiritual significance of Eastern
civilisation.' Tagore, in reply, wished, 'May the innocent

multitudes be spared fromlthe dire calamity to find their lives in
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(163) . - , ,
peace’. This shows how much he was concerned with the cala-

mitous effects‘df'the World War II over the innocent multituda.

Apart from China and Japan, he visited Singapore,

tMalaya, Sumatra and Batvia in 1927, He vlslted Thailand, the next

C year, also toured Ceylon , Iran, quanlstan and Egypt. The pro-

blems between the NrabSand the Jews also attracted his attention.
Howeyer, unllke_Gandhi and Nehru, he supported the settlement of
‘the Jews which has become g;ound reality. He was dea2ply shocked
by the death of Kemal Pasha and declared,ViSWa—Bharati closed on
18th November, 1938, Though disliked by Muslim fundamentalists
in India, Téqorefliked the Ataturk, most. Even todaywafter the

gulf war of 1981 Tagore's prescription regarding the settlement

of the Jews is still valued. |

His account,of Asian eountries revealed that'he
suggested Afro-Asian people to be united and to -launch liberation
movement unitedly, He further insisted that the western.coun-
‘tTleS should give up the path of exp101tation and discrlmlnatlon

of the East. He warned Hast not to reject the West but to ga1n

from them‘thelremagniflcant_achlevements in science and technology

as well as from their splritual attainments.

Hdwever, Rabindranath's nsssage was-identified-fre-
quently with certaiulpanQASiatic overtonas. But the fact remained
that he never ass0cieted himself w%th Phanviniqtt“ type of pan-
Asiantsm thouqh h*s visit to far ﬁast, especidlly to China, crea-

(164)
ted a good deal of mental unrest in Europe. *North .China
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Star', Peking, re cordad Tagore as dangerous and'poisenous as Karl
Marx', Andrews mentioned that Taéore's visit to Japan was propa-
gated abroad,'thét_such a pacifist teaching was dangerdus in war
timé and the Indian poet represented a defeated nation. Hearing
this, Tagore composed the 'Song of Defeat' ¢ |

'My master. bids me to sing the song of defeat,

for that is. the bride whom . He Woes dn-the secre£}65)

In 'Lhe @risis of Civilisation'; Tagore mentioned,

'perhaps that dawn will come from this horizon from the East where
the sun rises. A day will come when the unvanquished gman will
 retrace his path of conquest5 despite all barvlers, to win back

- (166
his lost human heritage.

Tagbref'wwoﬁe‘ ‘Personality’, which cohtainéd six

discourses about yhe éeepest problems of lifg;representating the
clarion’ call to humanity to rise fromvcompetitidn to co-operation,

from the oppression of cruel and greedy'natiopalism to world
fraternity among the different réces of the wdrld.- AfterlTagore,
man came from the world of nature to the world of humanity, an#;
'whatever‘hindéfs the life of the man fromAestablishing peffect
relationship with the moral world is an evil. 1It_is death, a
farAQreater déath:than the death of natural lifé,(167> and he
- hoped that the-éations oughit to behave likew159. |

~ 'Rolland fbund that in 'Nationalism', 'a new voice had

arlsen in the East, proclaimlng peace and goodwill }o m?nkind and
168
called upon, Europe to listen to it with humility.' - Through
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this book, menfibned Andrewg,‘the spiritual kinship between
Rébindranath Tagore and Romain Rolland was'established. So wrote
- Maitreyi Debi, 'the book stirred the emotion of the world-énd
brought forth a varlety of reactions and Tagore emerged out of
 this tour as the thinker who could show the world,right path of

(169).

internati?nal3sm. To .Sastry, Tagore came as the ‘prophet of
» 170) - - : |

the age.'

Thus,Taqore emerged. as ahti-imperialisf, anti-
coloniabiand associatéed the cause of all dther . Afro<Asian, Latin
Americsn colonies with a feeling of common suffering. The'attéch—

ment. based on Spiritual bond- between and anong individuals on =
global basis, was the corner. stone of histhinknygehs to the indi-
viduals, so té’the-nation applied the spiritgal bond of uhity; He
wanted a nation to assert its individual existence and to contri-
bute its share to the progress of humanity. " All these reflected
his desire fhat,_indiawshould learn from ofhers what Were~gobd

and to contribute to the world society what she coulds During fhe‘
Hon- &ooparation Movement of l921)he raised his voice against the:
burning of Clothes'andéoﬁined,biind English hatred and narrow
patriotism should'nof Be.practised'by'lndia."Pb févoured that
Indian national movement ‘'should be internstional in character
based on non-hatred and truth-s 1esson for the c0untries seeking
1'_1bera*l:ion.(l’”‘.)i He has beeh ‘a Q?COn light ever pointing to- the
finer aspects and never allowing us (Indians) to fall into ruts

which kill individuallty as well as nations,’
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,‘Heffound"the anarchy of spifit in the modern
civilization refleetihé 1u$t'for power and profit. He wanted the
complete eliminationfof the present iils. It was therefore, one
of the central‘peints_of Tagore's internationalism that 'anarchy
of spirit‘ ihrfhe mOdern eiVilization was-respohsible'féf the
outbre ak of soc1a1 unrest in the . world._ This anarchy of the -
spirit of - the modern civilisation reflected through organised
passien of greed maxnly manlfestedAin Europe an society. - Tagore
mentioned, therefore, it is not social in character but ishbaSQd
on utiiity',‘bUt_'{he~dpama of our destiny to-day has the whole

. (172)
for its stages . He did not like the political tradition of

n;tionalistic’fanaticism but favoured the bridge between.the East

- and West., When one natlon loses 1ts creative power, it is
paralysed, so the health of the world depended on the fitness of
each. and every nation.. His Viswa Bharat1 reflects a genuine

173)
collaboratlon hased on definite pursuit of knowledge o

- Cs  Sources. of his Internafionalist Thinking:

‘Tagore's world view is moulded by Indian reaslity,
his home, ahd; fhe inflhences.of persons like Kaﬁmohun, {he
pioneer internationelist of modern India. - The other'factor was"
English 'liberélismf in the crucial formative‘period' of his
life.  In hic own words, 'our direct contact with the modérn
world, the 1arger world of the men was linked up with the con-

temporary history of:the English people ... through their mighty

-
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literature ... impressed by the evidence of liberal humanify. cee
The large-hearted radical liberalism bverflowing all narrow
national boundaries.(l74)

Frequan% wénderings in the world equipped him'with
on-the-spot knowlédgé of varicus countries and different peoples
of the world.(l75) The period between 1915 and 1941.gaye him
the scope of touring | most of thé countries of}&g;ld. This .
helped him in moulding his conception and in 'assimilating the
best of the world 1itefature.‘(l76) It further provided us with
so many works such as,"Natibnalism', 'Pérsonality', 'Creative
Unity', 'The Religion of Man', 'Letters from Ruésia,'."The.Modern

lAge', Letters from Abroad’, ‘Letters'to a Friend', 'Talks in

China', Lectures and Addresses, "East and West'.

His acquaintance with a number of eminent scholarg
all over the world, during. their visit to Viswa‘Bharati,estéblishéd
a 1living link. |

But what influenced him most was his-family and {he
Indian background. To.him, India put all emphasis on the harmony
that exiéted-beéween the individual and the uniyersal;'(177) "He
pointed out that the 'Upahishad' explained the harmony'between fhe
~individual énd the universal. ‘'Gayatri' the text of medibbtion of
his family, pointed dut'the essential unity of the world with the
conscious soul.of man. In his words,"we.learn to pérceive_thef
unity held together, by the one eternal Spirit; whose power creates. -

the Earth, the sky and the stars, and at the same time jrradiates
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over minds with the llght of the consciousness that moves and
exists in unbroken cont1nu1ty with the other world'. (178)Another
source of influehce'was the Gita, 1In his wongs 'we are advised
to work disinterestedly abandoning all lust for the result’. (179)
This is the central theme on which depends his advice to tbe indi-
vidual as well as to the nation. BUddhist background also found
support in him.' To Tagore, 'with everything, whether it is above
or below, remote or near, visible oc invisible, thou n shalt pre-
serve a relation of love w1thout any anim031ty or without a desire
to kgil %hich always proved his mainstay in accepting non—violence

and love for all.

_Profi Lesny,Czech critie snd biographer of Tagore,
_-very aptly remarked, 'the process of his development is in harmony
with the tradition of Indisn philosophy, from insight into the -
beauty of nature he arrived at a feellng of confidence into'fhe
cestiny of mankind; from a conviction of the nobility of hah's_
mission in the world he derives a wise philosophy which culmina-
tes in Bis unhesitaéingly positive attitude toWards life and in |
his later conceptlon of the divine nature of menkind'. It is in
this world that man's progress towards perfection must take place
and therefore, 11fe in thls world is the. obJect of h1s preoccupa-

(181)
tione

D. Tagore's Viewsjon.War:

Tagore witnessed the two world wars; ‘But he had
the first understanding of it from Boer Wor (1899-1902). He found
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how the Britieh'captured gold mines and subjugated the Boer fépub-
| lic., Tagore was further disturbed by the Boxer Revoiution.(1899-
'1901) in China where imperielist forces had thwarted the interest
of the Chinese very inhumanbg'.' His poem '8unset of the gentury'.
was published later on as an appendix to his.'Netienalism'. A very |
significant poem in which he denounced nationalism as the self love“;

(182)

of the Nations, was written on the last day of the last century.

His famous poem ' sun-set of the century'’ ‘reflected ample di5111usion
-ment of Tagore caused;b? 'Boer War'e  The Boer war deeply_dis:¥
illusioned him about the character of western democracies in which
he saw its holocaust the warning of the worse massacres to come in
future. The naked passion of imperialist power in 1ts drunken
delirium of greed was found dancing) and added awakening
fear, the poet-mobs howl round, A chant of quarrelling curs on the
burning ground'.(183) He was very much disturbed by the interna-
tional situafibn long befdre the ?irst World War had started. He
could read and foresee the future very promptly and correctly.
Commenting on the Boxer Revolution<18 ) ‘he ¢ould comprehend well
.how Britain, France Germany, Russi:7gapan attacked and defeated
.China. He condemned war as it contained the barbarous attitude of

the belligerant nations,

Imperialism the main cause of War:

In his famous ‘poem, 'the Destrcyer , he wrote,'life
-sits in the chariot crowned by death', when . the First World War
started he wrote); 'Boatman' which expressed his ‘views about the

aggression on Belgium, [he lady in the poem was Belgium ae pointed
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' : (185) : : :
out to Andrews by the ipoet. Another poem,'Trumpet', claimed to .

be the best on war.Was followed by 'Oarsman'e  All these three
poems have the téstimdny to the fact that he was verY much dis- -
turbed by the war and in protest through these poems, ralised
warning against the evil forces of history. He wrote 'Look, there
comes all deStroyihg.lr The flood of agony spreads out in a sea of
pain, the thunder roars in the dark ...s' and so on. In “Trumpet'.
he wrote ‘'The trumpétilies in the dust. The wind is weary, the
light is dead «¢e.'s The poet was restless. He did not see it,
writes Kripalani, as a European misfortune but as a wound in the
breast of humanity, its pain and horrow to be shared by all its
limbs ...'(186) '

~ He blaﬁéd everyone for the war,'the sin is yours
and mine', the catéstfophe is not the revenge of a vinaictive fate,
it is a penarma,aﬁ atonement thch must bring redemption in the
end.” This was his:beiief that Man would have to change the
course, His wérds : If death does an yieid its'deathless.priie,
its truth is not gained in battling With‘sorrow, if sin does not
die in the shame of its exposure, if pride:does not break under the
weight of its>intolera?ig7§omp, then what hope sustains the hearts
of these millions ...’ All these poems were published in |
1916 in a sl@der Qolumé, called 'Balaka’ 'the Flight’éf.Cranes'_asf_
one dedication to the worldAspirit; : o e .

During thﬁ period, he wrote three articles in. ...

'Sabujpatra'ja f amous Bengali magazine, on war. All these were
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originally letters to Pfamatha Chowdhury, the editor.»}Thése

letters were alsd published as 'Batayanikef “Patra' in Kalanter
.in 1919, In thesé historicai articles, Tagore took stock of the
years of the world war in terms of loss of human beings, moral.
values and degradation. FB observed that the imperialists wanted
to increase their power and to achieve with the increase in mili-
tary strength at the cost of other's property, life and moral
values. They had no regard ‘for 'truth', foreglveness, self-control.
and peace. ‘And to achieve this end,they could use any means
including the secret diplomacy.-lse)

So Tagore:wanted not to fear power, not to adore
it, on the otherhand, he recom??ggid to ignore the lust of power.'
with fearlessness encouraged. He crlticised, in his third
letter to Pramatha Chowdhufy, the ‘Mandatory'Proyisions\ of the
'Leaque of Nations' wherein the imperialisfs were busy in distri-
“bution of the share of the Chinese assets. When Tagore was con-
demning war, the then Congress President M, M. Malviya, was re-
questing Indians to rejoice at the victory of England in the First
World War, writes Nepal Majumder,(IQO) But Tagore was the'only
exception in»EOreeing evenfthe tragedy of the “Treaty of Versailles
that no oacrificé was made by'big powers there.

Condemnation of Indian support given d&ringAthe First'World War:

To Tagore, imperialism was the _common enemy of man-

kind. In an article in 'Modern Review,' March, 1921, he even

condemned the principles of Indian National Congress in forwarding
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support tO‘imperialists_in ware To Tagore,it wes the result of
non~understanding on.tﬁg part of the Congress of the intricacies
of the problem of war. - He wrote, "not very long ago , we said
to our ruless, wé aré sacrificing our principles and to bersuade
our men to join in a battle about whose merit they have not tfl’le1
least notion; only in exchange, we shall claim your favour.' ( ? )
He added, 'now we must acknowledge our respon51b111ty - to the
extent of our effort at recruting, - for turnlng our men into a.
mercenary horde drenchlng the soil of Asia with_b:otherrs blood
for the sake of the‘self_@gyandisement of a people wallowing in
the mire of imperialigm, It ié an eya-opener even Gandhi was
busy in recruiting men for war, which, of course, Gandhi iater on
repented. Thus,Tagoré‘wasapioneer in condemning imperiaiist war
fought in their (impefialist) interest and quite alert in remin-
ding our leaders not to be utilised in their intersst of war. Tb

him, it was a humanitarian principle, and hence it should not be

sacrlficed.

The Cult of Nationalism as the other main cause of War:

According to Tagore, nationalism had been fegardea
as the main cause of the war. Nationalism bred, patfibfism |
which in turn stoo& for love of our country énd hatred for others.
He warned, 'hations who sedously cultivate moral blindness as the
cult of patriotism will end their existence in a sudden and violent
death.(192) The emergence of nations had brought forward a new |

set of relations. Nationalism had bred‘imperialism fighting for
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economic profit. To him, nation wa;;mechanical orgaﬁieafionrof
politics snd cemmeréevincuiéating in people fear and panic xkxanah
through the mediuh of war. To him 'nations are like the pack
of predatory creature ese that must have victims.(l 3) He added,

'in fact, nations are fighting among themselves, for the exten-

- sion of their victims and their reserve forests.'

Capitalism the other cause of War:

In ah-article, entitled 'Ladaier Mul' (The causes

of war), he opined that the ruls of the capitalist had‘become the
order of the peridd. Earlier, he pointed out, they rhie& over
capital,nbwbwith the help of capital,they are ruling over huma—
nity. So,ro him, the rule over humanity by the other was the
main cause.of war., Ih internatioﬁal society,they had established
colonial rule remaining far away from the coiony. He cited the
example of Germany whose arrival was late as‘imperialist on the
European scene, developed strained relationship among European
powers. Territorial acquisifion and commercial exbloitafion had
‘become th%]order of the imperialists. He cited the example'ofthe
Poles an;>;;nﬁs. Thouqh they were Buropean nations, they were |
being compelled to surrender. Interpreting the genesis of the
wary he was of the view that Europe had given good by to the
jdeals for which she stood. To him 'Europe has exhausted the
oil that once lighted her lamps. The true cause lay iﬂ her own
‘ideals which helped her to be great. He wrote, ‘the veil has
been raised and in this frightful war the west has stood face

(194)
to face with her own creation to which she had offered her soul.
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Nation stands armed against nations and old 1liberal statemanship

of the 19th century had given way to blind temper of competition.

Propaganda as an instrymént of power of imperialists for War:

| He waé'ﬁuite.aware of the role of propégaﬁdé. He
mentioned_that the.powerful nations controlled the instruments'of
propaganda and as such§the grievances of the wesk countries did
not reach the ears of ihe world and all approach roads were closed
for theme They were able to crush the races devoid of power

_ .- (195)
behind the smoke~screen of infancy and disgrace.

Views on War

To Tagore, war was inhuman. He ‘ﬁglieVG& qn-* the
inevitability of'death,but the death caused by war of greed,was
undesirable, The above-mentioned view was published in hi$3arti;

- - (196)
cle, 'Do not destroy'.

Another article 'Paﬁer Marjana'
(Remedies from Sin), condemning the onsiaught of war was
published in the year.L9l4. He mentioned in 'Balaka' (Flight of
the @rane) 'éll the sorrows of the earth, 211 its sins and crimes,
its heartbmak . and its lust for violence have swelled like a
tidal wéve ovérleapingithé banks, blaspheming the skies ceececee’s

He was very much disturbed by war but if was his optimism, 'his

faith in 'man’ which'cduld only remove war. So he cbhpoégd

'Bow down your head, the sin is yours and mine,

It is the(gic%r in the heart of time that has burst
(198 '
a.t last ' .
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‘So the W;ffwas the'sign,of,the fact that civilisa-
tion Was“dead‘ nationstfeared each other, behaved like growling
beasts of the night tlme,'bolding or maintaining their trade
secrets, state secrets, secrets of their armaments.(lgg)

When jNationalism' was publiéhed ‘the whole world
-was in the throes of war and thousands of- young men were dying- in"““
the battle. Pacifism was not the ‘cup of the war-mongers.(Qoo So
wrote Kripalani; the biographer of Tagoré, 'the‘publicétion of
'‘Nationalism' wés_111¥tim§d' however 'he Qas ribht, prophetically :
right in what he said aﬁd nust Se admired for courting abuse.' This
was his success that his voice againét'the war_ angered the warmon-
gers. But he éisu-got the touching tributé from the mothér of the
.young English poet,VVilf:ed Owen, who was killed in‘thé war one
week before the-armistibé day. She, in a letter to Tagore, enqui-
red, 'would it be asking too much of you, to tell me what book I
shall find the whole poem in' .( H The young poet had taken some
lines from Tagore in his note book. While idealist Green |
advanced reasons in favour of world peacé;believed;warfhot' abso~
lutely necessary’ but only ﬂfelétively necessary 3 Bentham |
interpreted war in terms of utility ,; fo Tagoreywar was neither
tnecessary’nor'de;iréble.q He was perfactly riqnt in estlmatlng
imperialism, colonlalism, capitalism, commercialism, raclalism res-

ponsible for waglng war. He was perfectly rlght, 'in his insis-

'tence, that the war was the necessary outcome ofrthe honﬁcide stage o

-(202)
of things in which the who*e of West was a*qmzsed.
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E. Views on Peace:

- The First World War brought'fhe pfoblem of 'World
Peace' on the world agenda. Tagore, who was very much disturbed '
-by the losslbf'hdman lives and exploitation, fel£ deeply concerned
‘with the problem of ‘the establishment of the peace. His volumi-
nous writings bofe teStimonyTto this. He also.participatéd in peace |

movements and till the iast advocated the cause of peaée;

| The philoédphical basis of his account on 'peace’
was also the 'ihdividuai'. According to him, the individusl |
should be exalted’for.tbe good of the world because every seeker
of harmony among the races and countries was the individusl. In
his words, 'we must know as, through science and,cbmmerce, the
realisation of the unity of the material world gives us power, so
the reaiisation of the unity of the great spiritual unity of Men
can also give us peace.(203=

Tagorefé idea" on peacé was all-tomprehensiva. The

total scheme was based on his Indian héritage; He advocated peaée |
with the entire world ofacfeation whefher of man or animal orAnature
‘as incorporated in Aranyaka, (4th prasna). ‘I will ende avour in
such a way as td-bring aﬁout peace, through striving for perfect
peace in mysélf and wifh:man as well as with animal’. Tagore was
yér? much pertufbed to find that genuine attempts were not being
made under the League of Nations. He believed that so long there ‘"'”f”
.was greed there coﬂld'belﬁo peace. | He held, machine might pfepare

so many things but the peace manufactured out of it might not last



long. In his words, 'The great powers of the West are seeking
peace, not b¥282§b1ng:tne1r greed, or by giving up their exclusine
advantages . The same view had been expressed, in another
letter written to Pramatha Chowdhury, the editor of 'Sabujpatra ’
'that paace can not be aphieved without. sacrifice, there can not
be beace. In Paris taiks, no sacrifice has been made by the great

powers.' He could thus visualise the inherent dangers: of the

Treaty of Versailles, quite earlier.

“Later on, in his poem,'Afonement! before the start
~of the Second World War, he wrote, 'let the hediousness ofmthe
blond-soaked blasohemy d}vina anger heralding a heroilc peace out
of an awful retrlbutlon.- %) His attempts for maintenance‘of
peace continued in two ways firstly’by condemning aggression
everywhereaand 5econd1y by Joining" peace movements and supporting
othar such movements meant for the world pease and security. His
understanding of the worid problems which increased with his visit
to ether countries in general; and to Ifaly and Russia in narticu-
~lar/also helped him a-lot in framing his independent views. His
visit to Japan and U.S;A; brought -him to the forefront of Peace
movement, Romain Rolland sent him on lOth April, 1919, 'Declara--
tion of Independence of Spirit'. Tagore felt very much encouraged”
after goiné through the ‘declaration’ against inﬁeivemeni in the
war. It was'found that Bipin ﬁhandra Pal was also contacted for
the same, ﬂowever, Tagore Jjoined this,along with famous intellec-

(206)
tuals cf the world.

Tagore's visit to Italy,‘during January and-Febfuary
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1925, and.agasin the next year during May 1926, helped him to
present an account éf thé visit. Accofding to Tagore, the
social and administrative Body fell down in Italy after the
First World War. The commoh people in spite of weaknesses

‘found in MussoliniAa‘_aSterful personality who alone .could bring

(207)
back law and order. : But his assessment was criticised. To
Rolland,iMQs?olini was the greatest menace to the whole of
208 : .
Europe., ' But Prof. Mrs. Signora Salvadori, exiled in

Zurich, wrote to Tagore 'what makes us unhappy is that you have
unintentionally helped to support fascism'. Tagore could know .
from her about the fascist atrocities and wrote, 'I wish, I had
known for certain the dark deeds that were being done in Italy,
eee then I could not have come to Italy.'(zcg)‘ Further, it was
Rolland, who wrote"forgive me if my inte#vention has causéa‘YOu
some restless hour§?. 'The future will show you that I have
acted as your faithful and vigilant guide.'(210) As writes
Nepal Majuhder. "this 16d_to his added awarnesss of féspism
and war, One year later,in an interview.to ‘Referee', in July
1928, Tagore gave a3 hessage which was published on 5th August,
1928, There he réportéd,'In Italy the worship of unscrupulous
force is the vehicle of nationalism, and this force keeps alive
the fire of intgrnational jealousy’'. In the.séme interview, he
added, 'the methéds and basic principlés of fascism concern a1l
humanity and it is absurd to imagine that I would ever support.'
He declared again and again the aggressive spirit of hatiénalism

and imperislism constituting the menace to the wholévworld. He

condemned 'fascism' and:fasciSt attack in clear terms, And again
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he was ahead of the Indian National Congress in condemning £axx
.fascism.(2ll) when Ita19 attacked Ethicpia and the League of
Nations failed to_stOp it, Tagore blemed Italy as an aggressor gnd |
wrote . a letter to Andrewg condemning it. After two years, he

wrote a8 poem f#frica"cdndemning the exploitation, attrocifies on

Blacks a masterpiéce,

With man traps stole upon you those hunters whose
fierceness was keener fﬁan_the fangs of your wolves. Your finest
trials became nuddy wﬁth téars and blood, while the'nailed tools
of the robless left their indeliable prints along the history of
your indignify'.

Einsteini Barbous, Rolland were continuing their
movament against fascism.and war in support of peace. In 1932 a
Peace Conference was organised in amsterdam follcwed by its
observance throughout the world. Some intellectuals in Calcutta
also observed the peace day,Arabinda .Poddar-hald@thaﬁagyafter _a‘
three yearé, on 2C&h.November, 1935, *there is a referehcé that '
Tag9re was thanked for his ?g}g%ng the membefship of the world-
committee against the war,'

Tagore's participation in tre peace movement was
highly acknowledged. In 1933, from the Internationalist Institute
of Intellectual Co-operation, Gilbert Murray held Tagore as the
'most famops poet living in the world', and appéaled, 'where nation
‘stands armed aéaihst nation ... I need not appeal to you_Tégdfe;

to join in tris quest; you already belong to it. I only ask you
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to reco ginse the greatness of your own work for the intellectual
unibn of the East and West.(2;3 Tagore 1nlrep1y_wrote,1 do not see
any solution of the intricéte'evils of disharmony between nations,
nor can I pointvout any path which may lead us immédiately to the
levels of sanity.' But feeling -the urgency of.human co#Operétion
he wrote 'willingly, therefore, I harness myself in m advanced age
af Santiniketan in a Spirit.of genuine collaboration. 214)

(215)
He preached extremehumanism. Thls has been expressed.

Y am’Awhmvﬁbﬁ.aw&wumaLWWVQu&

' At the fag end of his life, the Second World War broke
~out. The First World War had already caused in him a great agony.
His faith in the wisdom of Christianity was shattered. He had
already censured the forces for waging war. Qne by one, he
condemnedeachz@gression, Japanese attack on Manchuria, Italy's on
Ethiopia and at lest the German attack on Sudetanland. He wished
their defeat in his'workg, Joined peace movements, condemned natioha—
lism, fascism and imperialism very.strongly. But 'the disillu51on—
ment was very palinful and he gave vent to it in a poem, of which the
last stanza he rendered 1nto»Ehgllsh on Christmas day in 193&216)

Condemnimg the Nazi aggression over Czechoslovakia, hé
Qrote'to Prof. Legny his helplessness but in the 'Atonement' he
held, | _

But let us hope, for the sake.of dignity of moral

justice in the world, |
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That God will never suffer to be
cheated of His due,
By the miserly manipulation of a

diplomatiC‘pity,

His biographer, Mukherjeeymentioned that with the
advent of the Second'Woéla War, Tagore wrote to Amiya Chakraborty
that he did not see any end to war and condemned it by calling it
a civilisation of Ronentia.(217) In another letter, he again
mentioned his descrlptlon of imperialism and proclaimed 'the wild
dance of slaughter will go on without end ' - Earlier, he was
blamed for hisweakness forA?iabut 'impartiality' was the hall-
mark of his international thinking. He loved Asian unlty but
strongly condemned Japanese imperialism. Japan captured
Manchuria w1thout'heed1ng to world public opinion and condemnation
by the League.of Nations.  When British intervened in China
Tagore posed tne question who snatched away Hongkong, from the
Chinese and whovused.forceifirst? Hongkong is yet under British

conirol. Throughouttlndié *China Day' was cbserved on First

)
September, 1938. . Tagore appealed for raising fund for the
Chinese. DNuring this,périodyhe received two alluring invitations
 from RashBehari Bose, an Indian revolutionary in exile in Japan,
f1rst in the shapé ofgtelegram reaqueéesting Tagore to stop Jawaharlal
criticising
Nebru, from .- Japan and second_letter, (Sept. 1938) reques~
" ting Tagore to visit Jaoan with assurance of getting a lump sum

for his Viswa-Bharati. He déclined to accept both the offers.
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Another paihful exchange Tagore had with Yon .
- Noguchi, a Japanese poét, an. erestwhile friend and associate of
Tagore, In a poem pUbllsn?dlg? 'Hindusthan Standard' dated
October 26, 1938, he held,

he wishedlfhe defeat of Japan and victory to the
Chinese. Noguchi, in his letter dated 23.7.1938 appealed 'Believe
me it is war of isia'fér.Asié'. In reply on lst Septémber 1938,
Tagore wrote, Japan's conception of 2sia would be raised on a
tower of skulls. He, not only, condemned but also warned Jépggfg)

He considered war és man's return to the laws of

Junale and fascism éndAnazism as black spots of imperialism. He
never lost faith in Man, so he hoped tﬁat a time would come when
- things would be corrected; because, in his Qords, 'by unrighte-
ousness man prOSpers, gains what appears desirable, conquers
enemies, but perisheé at the root.(ZQO) So he recommended that
man should adopt godd'means to achieve good end. Running his
mental eye almost over:.the whole of the world he looked for the
better world and social strength of huménity to be used in exten-
sion of the hosﬁitalit? to the world taking all risks, no_matter

numerous and grave they might be.

F. Conclusion:

.
Tagore had full faith in the solidarity of the human
races but believed that it was the politicians who mishandled the

world_sitdation in their itradition of nationalist fanaticism.
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Tagofe did not like thatfpolitical necessity should be regarded
'aé the highest good.: Rather, the spirituai unify of mankind_Was
the ideal of intérnationalism. So he pleaded that every nation
should behave like_almehber of the internafional soéiety and
submit whatever it had to the wealth of mankind. It was only
through the good of thé world that real progress could come to
any nation.  So, the;usé of nationalist feeling +to further the
“intéresf of tHe‘party iéaders was henious offence. It was in
this light that he supported he liberation of all the countries
of the world. In Gitanjali he wrote, 'the same stream of 1ife’
that runs through my veins night and day runs through the world
and dances in rythmic measures' 5221)

Today, it is a fashion to be internalist when
Tagore talked of the world, 'not broken into fragments.by'narrow
domesti; walls;'hé was ignored as a lone visiocnary. | Bﬁt"the
fact remains that he transmitted the understanding of the East
to the West. He treated himself GS'afwbnldwcitizen,‘ not |
because, he became wOrld«famous,but because, he felt with the
world., He made the world's destiny his own, The little school

at Santiniketan became Viswa Bharati, (a world University) a

- seminary for Eastern studies, (yatra ViswamlBhabathieka nidam),

where the world meets in one nest. Viswa Bharati acknowledges '

India's obllgatl?n tg offer to others her best and to. accept from
222

otrer their best. Thus,Tagore fulfilled the task of interna-

tional understanding. He. came out of the ivory tower and took
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| (223) |
upon himself the role of a teacher. In a letter, dated
11.10.1?, he wrote to Andrews : 'widest possible ?utlgok for the
: 224) -
wide world should be created among the students.' It is my

fondest hope that graduaily the world ideas would grow in strength

until at 1ast.they’hage-f31f111ed their highest mission, the
' ' 225
unification of mind', - wrote Tagore. It wa? a ?ome for the
~ . 226,
spirit of India, for the spirit of all nations, Tagore

believed in the idea‘df the 'one world' long before it was made
popular by American statesman Wendell Wilkie. It was to be
founded on racial equality and social justice. It was to be a
- co-cperative world in-which the units were free and strong.(227)
We need Tagdre, the grest sentinel and the master
architect, fo be enriched by the Splendouf of his visidn and the
dépths of his wisdom.(228) He was fhe progégator of religion of
man, the renuc iatﬁr of base passions of cupidity and hartrgg?g)HeA
merely emphasised certain basic truths which men of wisdom had
known in all ages and could ignore at their own peril.(230)Let us
hope, for the sake of'dighity>of moral justice in the world;

Tagore will be remembered,
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. T have no caste, no sacred chant,

My sufferings.dolhot reach the deity

imprisoned in his temple.

The priest comes out and sakes smiling,

Have you been inside the temple?

No, I replye.

Dumbfounded he - asks, 'De not you

know 117

No I say.

Have you no caste ? he asks.

No

1

Ignored by the multitude, I have hungered for Man's
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. comradeship, Man round-whdsg meeting place no walls are raised,

and no santnies stand on quard,

'I missed Man within enclosures and found him beyond
all frontiers that divide nation from naticn, lend from land.' So

writes Kripalani, 'he belongs to the tribe of spiritual outcastes'.

216, 'They‘call their soldiers;
K111, Kill' they sought.
In their roaring mingles,
The music of their Bymns,A _
whilé the Son of Maﬁ, in his agony prays;’
O God, fling, fling, far away C :
This cup filled with the bitterest of poisons’
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218, Yone, we can no longer be friends ...
when I was young I used to Think, your peoms,
delicate and true, ‘
your séuld a-shy Hamiﬁgs pink,
your mind a dimpling blue.
But I now clearly' see, instead,
The day of Song has passed you by,
Your colour-and-imperialist red,
Your poetﬂs truth became a lie.
Your heart has lost its silent ruth,
Blood burns your poet's pen secevee
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