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PREFACE

Of late, the question of human rights has received a great deal of attention. Today,
violation of human rights is seriously taken note of by international bodies. It is in this
backdrop that most countries have set up their own independent National Human Rights

Commissions.

Human rights are those rights which are fundamental for living and for normal
human existence. They are based on the concept that every man and woman, irrespective
of caste, creed, colour, race and nationality is born with certain fundamental rights such as,
right to live, speech, freedom, justice, etc. These rights are, therefore, enshrined in the
constitution of the countries. The Universal Declaration of Human rights which UN
adopted on 10th Dec. 1948 enumerates some of these basic rights of man. These are rights
to live, liberty and security of person, right to freedom of speech, judicial remedy, freedom
of movement, right to take part in the governance of one’s country, etc. The second types
of rights are economic and social rights. These are the right to work, right to live with
dignity, right to rest and leisure, right to education, equal pay for equal work, right to

equality, etc.

All governments should try to maintain these fundamental rights and see that all
types of discrimination in this respect are rooted out. Protection and maintenance of
human rights is a fundamental duty of every government. International organizations and
watchdogs such as, UNO, International Human Rights Commission, etc., can play a vital
role in ensuring the implementation of these basic rights. Countries, particularly the
democratic countries, must stand together in this respect and take necessary persuasive and
even coercive actions, to see that these fundamental human rights are adhered to by

people, organizations and countries all over the world.

India played a crucial role in adopting UN General Assembly resolution declaring
the right of the peoples to self-determination in 1960 (Resolution 1514 [XV] adopted on
14th, December 1960). Still India deliberately denied the inalienable right to self-
determination of the people of Assam and Manipur. The draconian AFSPA was imposed
and implemented on 11 September 1958 in Assam and Manipur and was amended in 1972
to extend to all other states of the North-east which were curved out of Assam under the

North Eastern Area Reorganisation Act, 1971. Beset by armed secessionist movements
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opposing integration with India in the post-colonial period, the entire region was declared

as ‘disturbed’.

The proposed study would not only explore the intensities and degree of violation
of human rights of that region but have also compared the human rights situation of
Assam and Manipur with the help of various parameters. It is believed that a comparison
of patterns of human rights violations and human development may offer a better
understanding of the complexities and available mechanisms to ensure ethnic harmony and
overall human development. A comparative study of Assam and Manipur focuses on
identifying their ethno-political problems and subsequently assessing the similarity or
differences in approaches to conflict resolution and their effectiveness in securing ethnic
coexistence. Moreover, the study looks at the entire situation through an impartial point of
view. The activities of Assam Human Rights Commission and Manipur Human Rights
Commission have also been scrutinized to examine the role of these bodies in ensuring
provide human rights in those states. Hence the proposed study is a modest attempt to
empirically explore the actual human rights situation in the two north eastern states:

Assam and Manipur.
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