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PREFACE

This thesis entitled “Study of Women’s Participation in Agriculture and Allied Sectors in Koch
Bihar District of West Bengal”, deals with farm women’s role in the growth and development
of agriculture and allied sectors with their domestic duties. As a means of achieving the
objectives of the study and to draw some meaningful conclusions, the study had been organized
in eight chapters. In first chapter, Introduction, deals with objectives, review of literature,
hypothesis, Methodology, origin and dimension of woman’s involvement in agriculture from
pre historic to modern age etc. Second chapter explain the location and geo-environmental
setting of the study area, that is, location, geology, relief, climate, drainage, soil, natural
vegetation, groundwater, demographic characteristics, land use, agricultural technologies etc.
Third chapter describe the overall socio-economic condition of Koch Bihar district and socio-
economic status of women of this area. This chapter interpret the level of demographic
condition, infrastructural condition, economic condition and overall socio-economic condition
of Koch Bihar district. This chapter further delineate the total female worker in different blocks
of Koch Bihar, occupation structure of female workers in different blocks of Koch Bihar,
women involved in agriculture and allied activities out of total working population of Koch
Bihar, Socio economic status of women respondents of Koch Bihar district such as status of
farm women, age group, caste status, religion status, educational status, occupational status,
annual income, annual expenditure, land holding of the family, farm power, irrigation sources,
house types etc. Fourth chapter explicate the relationship between women’s participation in
agriculture and allied sectors and their development. This chapter through light on female work
participation rate in different blocks of Koch Bihar districts, distribution of female Main and
Marginal workers, relationship between female literacy and work participation, participation
of farm women in farm and livestock activities along with their domestic duties, agricultural
knowledge & awareness of farm women etc. Chapter five spell out the involvement of farm
women in decision making process in agriculture and allied sectors along with household
activities. This chapter again clarify the point score scale analysis (Risk Preference, Scientific
Orientation, Economic Motivation, Independence Scale, Management Orientation, Attitude
towards Agriculture, Attitude towards Animal Rearing & Poultry) and index analysis (AIl &

DII), involvement in decision making of farm women in agricultural activities, family matters
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and economic aspects. Chapter five again explain the descriptive distribution of the socio-
economic attributes associated with women involved in agriculture, association of farm
women’s involvement in agricultural activity with their socio-economic attributes, association
of farm women’s involvement in decision making related to agricultural and allied activities
with their socio-economic attributes. Chapter six account for the problems faced by farm
women in the study area. This chapter again explain the farm women drudgery in agriculture.

Chapter seven focus in findings, summary, recommendations and conclusion.

This thesis has wide future scope to improve the efficacy of farm women in all aspect of their
life. The outcome of the study will be useful for the associated government departments and
other agencies as farm women have the potentialities for improvement of socio-economic
status through their participation in agriculture and allied fields. This work will very helpful
for further research project also. This thesis conducted location-specific research which
generates more concrete and detailed data which would be more effective and practical for

developing new strategies for farm women.
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