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The Pottery - A Cultural heritage in New Style: AnEthnographic
Study in the Villages of North 24 Parganas, West Bgal

'Bedprakash Ray

Abstract The pottery was originated in Neolithic periodegent in recent time and will exist in
future. The knowledge and skill of pot making ernsmitted from generation to generation within
the Kumors community. It is a craft distinctive afrarian economy. Today pottery in India is
fairly a large business with so many small anddacale industries making high class pottery all
over the nation. In West Bengal, pottery is alse ofithe most popular crafts made by Kumors
mainly found in the districts of Bankura, Murshidab Medinipur (both purba and paschim), Na-
dia and North 24 Parganas. But it is also a meabitfact in rural West Bengal that many of the
Kumor families are unable to cope up with the fergenerated by globalization as well as indu-
strialization and urbanization. Therefore, a langenber of Kumor families have been giving up
their traditional occupations and searching for s@tternatives. On the other hand, those Kumor
communities are coping with the forces generatedlblalization, industrialization and urbani-
zation have been earning huge amount of cash mtirteys been happening in the villages Chal-
taberia and Ramkrishnapalli where the Kumors areenmterested to make globally demanded
terracotta figurines and show pieces by giving sbape, size, decoration and colour instead of
traditional style. So we can say that, the pottargultural heritage has been changing its old
style in various places of west Bengal. The potteitymay exist in new style in future. The tra-
ditional pots are requiring preserving for the fetgeneration otherwise these may be extinct
from the country. Therefore, the author did fieldriwvamong the Kumors of above mentioned
two villages for finding out the reasons of why dmulv the size, shape, decoration, colour and
types of traditional pottery have been changechbyumors.

Keywords:Pottery, Kumors, Terracotta figurines, Occupati@isbalization, Industrialization.

Preamble

Cultural heritage often brings to mind artifactgifgings, drawings, prints, mosaics, and sculp-
tures), historical monuments and buildings, as wsllarchaeological sites. But the concept of
cultural heritage is even wider than that, and draslually grown to include all evidence of hu-
man creativity and expression: photographs, doctenbonoks and manuscripts, and instruments,
etc. either as individual objects or as collectiofeday, towns, underwater heritage, and the nat-
ural environment are also considered part of caltberitage since communities identify them-
selves with the natural landscape. Moreover, calltberitage is not only limited to material ob-
jects that we can see and touch. It also consfstaroaterial elements: traditions, oral history,
performing arts, social practices, traditional t3afanship, rituals, knowledge and skills transmit-
ted from generation to generation within a commuriiitangible heritage therefore includes a
dizzy array of traditions, music and dances sudamago and flamenco, holy processions, carniv-
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als, etc. The deliberate act of keeping culturaitége from the present for the future is known as
preservation or conservation.

The pottery was originated in Neolithic period (Beand Hoijer 1953, 322; Sankalia 1962),
present in recent time and will exist in future eTknowledge and skill of pot making is transmit-
ted from generation to generation within the Kummwsnmunity. It is a craft distinctive of agra-
rian economy. Today pottery in India is fairly aga business with so many small and large scale
industries making high class pottery all over tlation (Jana 2007). In West Bengal, pottery is
also one of the most popular crafts made by Kummaly found in the districts of Bankura,
Murshidabad, Medinipur (both purba and paschimyifland North 24 Parganas. But it is also a
mentionable fact in rural West Bengal that manyhaf Kumor families are unable to cope up
with the forces generated by globalization as &sllindustrialization and urbanization. There-
fore, a large number of Kumor families have beeringi up their traditional occupations and
searching for some alternatives. On the other hilwode Kumor communities are coping with the
forces generated by globalization, industrializat@and urbanization have been earning huge
amount of cash money. It has been happening irvitlges Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapalli
where the Kumors are more interested to make dioamanded terracotta figurines and show
pieces by giving new shape, size, decoration at@lceather than traditional productions. So
we can say that, the pottery, a cultural heritaggelieen changing its old style in various places of
west Bengal. The pottery will may exist in new stith future. The traditional pots are requiring
preserving for the future generation otherwise éhmay be extinct from the country. Therefore,
the author did field work among the Kumors of abawentioned two villages for finding out the
reasons of why and how the size, shape, decoratour and types of traditional pottery have
been changing by the Kumors.

Aim and Objectives of the Present Studjhe aim and objectives of present study is tovthro
light on why and how the Kumors of Chaltaberia &ainkrishnapalli villages have been chang-
ing the size, shape, decoration, colour and typésditional pottery in new style. Moreover, the
present paper gives emphasis on cultural heritagjgevof this craft as it is inherited from past
generation maintained in the present although im sigyle and bestowed for the benefit of the
future generation.

The areas of ObservatiornThe present study has been under taken in twage, i.e. the Chal-
taberia and Ramkrishnapalli villages located uniderjurisdiction of P.S: Duttapukur, Sub- Divi-
sion: Barasat, Dist: North 24 Parganas. These fllages i.e. Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapalli
are located near to the Kolkata metropolitan ditgre the modern system of transportation and
communication are available.

Methodology of the Present Studin order to collect data as per requirement ofabeve men-
tioned aim and objective the following methods #&mchniques have been used. In the villages
Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapalli 50 Kumor families selected by simple random sampling
technigue and then their census is taken. ThecRetit Observation, Intensive interview, Case
Studies, and Photographic methods were used flactiolg data about impacts of modernization,
industrialization and globalization on pottery amav far the potters have been coping with the
forces generated by progressively larger systempdsing region and nation with a global ap-
peal. Data from secondary sources like books, marrand internet sources have also been uti-
lized for the present study. Relevant descriptiatitics have also been used to analyze the data

properly.
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Findings and DiscussionsThe selected 50 families of the villages Chalteband Ramkrishna-
palli consisting of 266 souls. Among the 266 pedpld are male and 122 are female (Table-
01shows the distribution). Among the 266 people &#® Kumor, 57 are Namasudra, 34 are
Kayastha, 03 are Brahmins, 11 are Mushahar, aratd BAuslim (Table-02 shows the distribu-
tion). Among the 266 people 122 male people antkifthle people are primarily engaged in pot
making (Table-03 and 04 shows the distributionhe Table 05 and 06 shows according to caste/
communities and age group wise distribution of labfmrce and non-labour force of the male
and female populations respectively of the fiftlested families in the villages Chaltaberia and
Ramkrishnapalli. Most of the Kumors made differgmtes of terracotta figurines by hand and a
few types of pots by hand and on wheel.

Table 1. Age groups wise distribution of populatmithe fifty selected families in Chaltaberia
and Ramkrishnapalli villages.

SL Age group | Male % Female % Total %
NO.

01 0-04 04 1.5C 07 2.62 11 4.1z
02 05-09 05 1.87 04 1.5C 09 3.37
03 1C-14 07 2.62 08 3.0C 15 5.62
04 15-19 17 6.37 13 4.87 3C 11.2¢
05 20-24 18 6.7¢ 11 4.12 29 10.8i
06 25-29 19 7.12 12 4.5( 31 11.62
07 30-34 15 5.62 14 5.2t 29 10.81
08 35-39 17 6.37 11 4.12 28 10.5(
09 40-44 15 5.62 10 3.7t 25 9.37
10 45-49 06 2.2F 06 2.2F 12 4.5C
11 50-54 09 3.37 08 3.C0 17 6.37
12 55-59 08 3.0C 09 3.37 17 6.37
13 60+ 04 1.5C 09 3.37 13 4.8
Total 144 54.1: 12z 45.87 26€ 10C

Table 2: Caste/ Community and Sex wise distributibpotter population of fifty selected fami-
lies in the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapall

SL Name of the caste/ commur Male | % Female | % Total | %
NO.

01 Kumot Hindu 86 32.3: |60 22.5( 14¢ 54.7¢
02 Namasudri 25 9.37 32 12.0C 57 21.3
03 Kayasthe 18 6.7 16 6.0C 34 12.7¢
04 Brahmin 02 75 01 37 03 1.12
05 Mushahal 07 2.62 04 1.5C 11 4.12
06 Muslim Muslim 06 2.2F 09 3.37 15 5.62
Total 144 | 54.1: 122 45,87 | 26€ 10C
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Table 3: Age groups wise distribution of Labourcimand Non- Labour force of the Male popula-
tion in the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapall

SL Age group Pot % studen | % No % Total | %
NO. making work

01 0-04 0 0 0 0 04 2.71 |04 2.71
02 05-09 0 0 04 2.7 |01 .6¢ 05 3.47
03 10-14 02 1.3¢ | 05 347 |0 0 07 4.8t
04 15-19 09 6.2¢ | 08 558 |0 0 17 11.7¢
05 2C-24 18 12.4¢ | 0 0 0 0 18 12.4¢
06 25-29 19 13.1¢ | 0 0 0 0 19 13.1¢
07 3C-34 15 1041 |0 0 0 0 15 10.4]
08 35-39 17 11.7¢ | O 0 0 0 17 11.7¢
09 4C-44 15 1041 | 0 0 0 0 15 10.4]
10 45-49 06 4.1¢€ |0 0 0 0 06 4.1¢€
11 5C-54 09 6.2 |0 0 0 0 09 6.24
12 55-59 08 55t |0 0 0 0 08 5.5¢
13 60+ 04 277 |0 0 0 0 04 2.71
Total 122 84.6¢ | 17 11.7¢ | 05 3.47 | 144 10C

Table 4: Age groups wise distribution of Labourciand Non- Labour force of the Female pop-
ulation in the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkristatiap

SL Age Pot % House| % Student| % No |% Total | %
NO. | groups| making work work

01 0-04 |0 0 0 0 0 0 07 5.7z | 07 5.7
02 05-09 |0 0 0 0 04 3.271 |0 0 04 3.27
03 1C-14 | 02 162 |0 0 06 491 |0 0 08 6.5¢5
04 15-19 | 04 3.27 |04 3.27 | 05 4.0¢ |0 0 13 10.6¢
05 20-24 | 05 4.0¢ | 05 4.0¢ |01 .81 0 0 11 9.0C
06 25-29 | 09 7.37 | 03 245 |0 0 0 0 12 9.82
07 30-34 | 11 9.0C | 03 245 |0 0 0 0 14 11.4¢
08 35-39 | 09 7.371 | 02 162 |0 0 0 0 11 9.0C
09 40-44 | 09 7.37 | 01 .81 0 0 0 0 10 8.1¢
10 45-49 | 06 491 |0 0 0 0 0 0 06 4.91
11 50-54 | 07 5.7 | 01 .81 0 0 0 0 08 6.5¢
12 55-59 | 08 6.5 | 01 .81 0 0 0 0 09 7.31
13 60+ 08 6.5 | 01 .81 0 0 0 0 09 7.37
Total 78 63.8¢ | 21 17.1¢| 16 13.1C | 07 5.72] 12z | 10C
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Table 5: Caste/ Community and Age group wise distibn of Labour force and Non- Labour
force of the Male population of fifty selected fdigsg in the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkrish-
napalli

Castei Age group | Pot % Studeni| % No % Total | %
Community making work
0-14 Year. |01 .6¢ 03 2.0¢ | 02 1.3¢ | 06 4.1¢€
Kumor 15-59 Year | 71 49.3( | 0€ 41¢ |0 0 77 53.4:
60+ Year 03 208 |0 0 0 0 03 2.0¢
0-14 Year |0 0 03 20¢ |0 0 03 2.0¢
Namasudra| 15-59 Year: | 21 1457 |0 0 0 0 21 14.57
60+ Year 01 .6¢ 0 0 0 0 01 .6¢
0-14 Year. | 01 .6¢ 01 .6¢ 01 .6¢ 03 2.0¢
Kayastha | 15-59 Year: | 14 9.71 |0 0 01 .6¢ 15 10.4]
60+ Year 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0-14 Year |0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Brahmin 15-59 Year: | 02 1.3t |0 0 0 0 02 1.3¢
60+ Year 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0-14 Year |0 0 02 1.3t |01 .6¢ 03 2.0¢
Mushahar | 15-59 Year: | 04 271 |0 0 0 0 04 2.71
60+ Year 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0-14 Year. |0 0 01 .6¢ 0 0 01 .6¢
Muslim 15-59 Year | 04 2.7 |01 .6¢ 0 0 05 3.47
60+ Year 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 12z 84.6¢ | 17 11.7¢ | 05 3.47 | 144 10C

Table 6: Caste/ Community and Age group wise distibn of Labour force and Non- Labour
force of the Female population of fifty selectedniiZes in the villages Chaltaberia and Ram-
krishnapalli

Castes | Age Pot | % Hous | % Slu- | % No | % To- | %
Com- | groups mak e dent wo tal
munity ing work rk
0-14 01 .81 0 0 06 |4.9C |05 |4.0¢ |12 |9.82
Kumor | 15-59 24 19.11 | 13 1065 |05 [4.0¢ |0 0 42 | 34.3¢
60+ 06 | 4.9C 0 0 0 0 0 0 06 | 4.9C
0-14 0 0 0 0 02 |1.6: |02 |1.65 |04 |3.27
Nama- | 15-59 2C 16.3¢ | 03 2.4F 02 |16: |0 0 25 | 20.4i
sudra | 60+ 03 | 2.4t 0 0 0 0 0 0 03 | 2.4t
0-14 01 .81 01 .81 0 0 0 0 02 | 1.65
Kayas- | 15-59 13 10.6¢ | 01 .81 0 0 0 0 14 | 11.4¢
tha  reoy 0 |0 0 |o 0 [0 |0 |0 |0 |o
0-14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Brah- | 15-59 0 0 01 .81 0 0 0 0 01 | .81
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min 60+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0-14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mu- 15-59 03 2.4F 01 .81 0 0 0 0 04 | 3.27

shahar | 60+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0-14 0 0 0 0 01 .81 0 0 01 | .81

Mus- 15-59 07 5.7¢ 01 .81 0 0 0 0 08 | 6.5¢F

lim 60+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 78 63.9: |21 17.21 | 16 13.1C| 07 |5.7¢ |12 | 10C

2

According to the opinion of the Kumors of the abowentioned two villages the demand of tradi-
tional productions has been going down due to impéaanainstream market expansion, indu-
strialization and urbanization, modernization, ghabalization. The reasons which are generated
due to aforesaid factors are mentioned bellow:

Impacts of Mainstream Market ExpansioriNear about 20 to 25 years ago the Kumors produced
traditional productions likélari, Kolshi, Sara, Karaietc. This earthen ware had a great demand
in the locality. During this period the local peedelieved that the food cooked in earthen pot
was good for health. So the local people cooked facearthen utensils, preserved water in ear-
then pitcher, preserved food grains in earthenainet. So the earthen pots had a great demand at
that time. In later period the mainstream marketgehexpanded gradually in this locality. Now
the local people easily access the local markietsBiarasat, Duttapukur as well as Kolkata from
where they can easily purchase fashionable inadligtrdducts, plastic products according to their
choice. So, at present the local people are léssested to purchase earthen pots.

Impact of Industrialization and UrbanizationDifferent types of utensils made of different met-
als are now manufacturing in the industries fornepie, Plastic, Pharmacol glass, China clay
,Aluminum, Iron etc made utensils are availabléhi@ local markets. The local people had been
using metal utensils in domestic purpose becalesethre more fashionable, superb-looking and
durable than earthen pots. In previous time inlabality the earthen glass, tea cups were used in
domestic purpose as well as in ceremonies and/éstiBut now- a- days the caterers are con-
tracted to serve the foods to the guests duringiaggr, rice feeding and funeral ceremonies. The
caterer used plastic or glass made utensils tesbe/food. Even in confectionary, tea stalls, the
plastic, paper, glass made utensils are being inséebd of earthen pots. So the demand of ear-
then pots has fallen down in the locality. Therefaghe Kumors had to invent some other alterna-
tive products for sustaining their traditional opation in future. At present time most of the
Kumors in these two villages produce mainly terticdigurines, show pieces, religious items,
plates, glasses etc. These products have a gmeanddan regional, national and global markets.

Impact of Modernization: The inhabitants of Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapdliiges and sur-
rounding areas have come in contact with more nmdgyle of life than the past. The local
people are now more interested to use and decibregitehouse by fashionable utensils as show-
pieces. They thought that the earthen utensils bgdtie backdated people only. Therefore, the
local people purchase industry made fashionablelgad different metals by expending more
money instead of earthen pots. So the Kumors héact challenge of modernization. They are
now producing various nice looking colourful earthgare than industrial products like flower
vase, pillarsyar etc.
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Impacts of Globalization:The Kumors of the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkrishtiagge cop-

ing up with the forces generated by globalizatibhe Kumors of these two villages have been
producing their products as per global demandsausof traditional products likdari (Pot for
boiling rice), Kolshi (Pitcher),Karai (Frying pan),Sara (Earthen lid), etc and different types of
terracotta figurines like the Lord Gane#ie Goddess Laxmi, LofBuddha, Ramdaxman, Sita,
Sun God, different animals and other show-piecasesiast few years. A few Kumors of these
two villages have been making Glasses, Plafesher dali(Plates for giving marriage gifts),
Ghat (sacred water potKhuri (Ice-cream cup) etc. These products have a goodude in local

as well as in national markets. Some of the Kurhasge been producing globally demanded var-
ious types of religious articles lik@hunochi(lncense pot)l.axmir Ghat(Pitcher for depositing
money),Ghat (sacred water pot), different typesmrfadips( earthen lamps) etc. The Kumors of
these villages are also making locally, nationadlyd internationally demanded different types of
colourful pillars and dustbins. According to therepn of theKumors all the above mentioned
products have a great demand in the local, natamalinternational markets. The demand of the
Lord Ganesh, Lord Buddha, Goddess Laxmi, colouriliers and Dustbins has been increasing
day- by-day in the international markets. These&@re now exported to various countries like
Japan, Thailand, China, South Korea, North Koregartka, and USA. The merchants who are
living in metropolis like New Delhi, Jaipur, BomhaBangalore, Hyderabad, Madras, Lucknow
used to purchase these products from the Kumaitseo€haltaberia and Ramkrishnapalli villag-
es. These products are exported to the above medticountries by these merchants. The de-
mand of glossy and colourful terracotta figurineswaell as pots have been increasing day- by-
day in regional, national, and global markets. €fame, the Kumors of the above mentioned vil-
lages are producing pots and figurines of variamlews and shapes imbibing new style.

From old Style of Production to New Styl@:o produce such glossy polished terracotta figgrine
and pots of new style suitable clay is requirece $ticky alluvial soil is suitable for making such
glossy and polished figurines and pots. This afluglay is sticky in nature and need not requires
mixing any type of tempering materials. It is aamcalluvial soil of the river Ganga and is not
available in this locality. Such alluvial soil isly available in Canning and adjoining areas of
South 24 Parganas in West Bengal. Therefore, thdfsi have to bring such alluvial clay from
Canning area of South 24 Parganas. There are sy alay merchants in Canning area who
supply clay to the Kumors of Chaltaberia and Rasfikrapalli villages. Th&umors of these vil-
lages request to any of the clay merchants ovephelne or mobile phone to supply clay as per
requirement. After getting order, the clay merchaupply the clay to his client as early as possi-
ble by a truck. Each truck of clay worth is Rs.8@by. After receiving the clay, the Kumors
transfer the money to the bank account of the namtcthrough net banking system. Sometimes,
the clay merchant visits to his client's house peadly and collects cash personally from the
clients.The Kumors of these two villages pulveritieel clay and then it is shifted through an iron
sieve to find out the impurities of the clay. Tglessiness, finishing and polishing of the pottery
depends upon the kneading of the clay. Well- kneéattey produces well-finished, polished and
glossy pots and figurines. Generally the Kumorthefvillages Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapalli
kneaded the clay by stamping. This kneaded claytiler kneaded by means of a machine. After
kneading in the machine it becomes fit for makimfjighed and glossy pots. The kneading ma-
chine kneaded a lot of clay in shorter time-penwdtch reduced the labour cost. Most of the
Kumor families possess a kneading machine. Thosaedfsi who have not a kneading machine
used to rent from the neighbours. So khanors of these villages have introduced moderh-tec
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nology for kneading clay. Even the Kumors of thiege villages have been using various chemi-
cals instead of clay to make fashionable pillatstbins and show pieces like Mat, GypsiRe;
sin, Accelerator, and Catalyst.

The Kumors of these two villages frequently chatigeshape, colour and decoration of the pots
and figurines to allure the customers. The Kumangehbeen involving the artists and designers
to change the shape, colour and decoration of ampatfigurine to bring new style of old one.
After giving new form and style of a pot or a figwe the dices are prepared. These dices are used
for a few months to make pots and figurines and ihé replaced by new one. In such way the
Kumors of these two villages have been producing ty@es of productions regularly. By this
way they have been trying to increase the demarttedf products in local, national and global
markets. The Kumors of these villages made potslectric motor driven wheel which reduces
the physical labour and save the time of the Kum@te Kumor can work on such wheel
throughout the day with minimum physical effort gmebduces maximum numbers of pot. By
introducing such modern technologies, the Kumorkice their physical effort leading to in-
crease profit. Th&umors of the villages Chaltaberia and Ramkrishiliaplae wet pots are dried
under a shed at least for one day. If the wet pofigurines are kept under direct sun light for
drying, cracks may be appeared on the pots orifigar The cracked pots or figurines are value-
less to them because these remain unsold. For rappehe glossiness on the pots or figurines
theKumor rubbed the same with a wet cloth. It is daten the pots or figurines are semi-dried.
A few Kumorscolour their products with terracotta colour. Thedoairing is done after drying of
the pots or figurines properly. The coloured andaloured products are then fired inBhati
(Kiln). The uncoloured fired pots and figurines &émen coloured by applying either distemper or
synthetic enamel colour. They use spray machirmlimur the pots and figurines. The spray ma-
chine helps to colour evenly on the outer surfacthe pots and figurines and also reduce time
and labour leading to increase profit. The Kumdss @ngage painters to paint the pots and figu-
rines for giving new colourful thematic style. Thegntinue such new colourful thematic style for
a few months and then it is replaced by another One day after colouring the pots or figurines
is again polished by burnish (Lac liquid) for apjieg glossiness over the outer surface of the
products. It is done with the help of a spray maehBefore polishing, the artist paints the eyes
of the figurines. These finished products are th&cked in a paper or wooden box. Only one pot
or figurine is inserted in a box. A large numbersath boxes are packed in a large wooden or
paper-made box. The large pot or figurine is rollpdwith straw,Farmacolor sponge and then
packed in a wooden box. The strdasrmacolor sponge will protect the products from outside
blow. The glossy colourful pots and figurines havgreat demand in regional, national and glob-
al markets. So, the Kumors of these villages engageich types of productions and earn huge
amount of cash money.

The Kumors of these two villages have been ablgroav tie-ups with the pottery merchants of
several metropolises like New Delhi, Joipur, Bomhkdhpur, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Lucknow,
Chennai and other places of the nation. They alstef tie-up with regional merchants of Dak-
shindari in Kolkata, Siliguri, Durgapur and Asansbhe Kumor transports the products under
order by a truck to merchant. After receiving thrdesed products the merchant transfer total
amount of money in bank account of the Client. Khenors of the villages Chaltaberia and
Ramkrishnapalli give advertisement about their potslin internet as well as in local and nation-
al craft fairs like west Bengal handicraft fair iwing a stall in the fair. The pottery merchants
are also give advertisement in T.V channels anetriet about their products. The pottery mer-
chants of New Delhi, Joipur, Bombay, Jodhpur, LusknBangalore, Hyderabad have grown a
network with the merchants of different countrig® |[Japan, Thailand, South and North Korea,
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China, USA, Sri-Lanka and other countries. The dndpottery merchants exported their goods
either by air or by ship to the merchants of theeiffn countries. The money is transferred
through net banking system. The glossy colouredrifigs of Lord Ganesh, Lord Buddha, God-
dess Laxmi, a few types of Pillars, and Dustbingeha great demand in the above mentioned
countries. In the Chaltaberia and Ramkrishnapaléiges, pots are not only made by Kumors but
also by the sub-caste of Namasudra and the peapte Muslim community. Due to the global
forces the demand of their products is increasimg ty- day in global markets. So the Namasu-
dra and the Muslim people are being engaged irbigmess.

Concluding Remarksin rural West Bengal, many of the Kumor commusitiee unable to cop-
ing up with the forces generated by mainstream etakpansion, industrialization and urbaniza-
tion, modernization and globalization for whichaage number of Kumarommunities are bound
to give up their traditional occupation and searghihe alternatives. Thos&umors are able to
cope up with the forces generated by mainstrearkahaxpansion, industrialization and urbani-
zation, modernization and globalization are prdgatile to earn huge amount of cash money. It
happens in case of the villages Chaltaberia andkRsinmapalli. Every Kumor families want to
hold up their traditional occupation which sustaliieeir forefathers and made their social identi-
ty as well as occupational transmission generairtgpe of socio- economic heritage. Thus the
cultural heritage of pottery got its continuum. Butw- a-days being mounted with global eco-
nomic pressure they can not bear this heritage tratitional technology, mechanism, style and
skill. So to cope up with modern trends of globarkets they are to adopt new skill, to innovate
new technology and to invent new style in ordekdep the survival of heritage- handicraft like
pottery. But the rural Kumors, if rendered assistainoth from governmental or non- governmen-
tal sectors, it may help to revive their traditiboacupation in modern form and thus the Kumors
may be able to cope up with the forces generataddigstream market expansion, industrializa-
tion and urbanization, modernization and globai@atn the jobs of pottery making as their pri-
mary occupation.
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