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. '"The province of. Bengal, _as at present constituted, covers 
an area of 82,,876"square miles aild has.a.population of slightly 
overs~ crores (6,14,60,277) according to the 1941 :Census. 
The two "major communities, ·as. elsewhere in India, , 

,are · Hindus · and Muslims. Tne Muslims numberea 
:3,33 ,y 1 ,68.8 in 1941, ~hat is ~o say.' they formedi 54- per cent • 
of the total populatiOn. The "Hmdus, on the other 'hand, 
numbered. 2,5~,01,724, tha~ is to say, 42 percept. A large. 
number of, persons, despite the fact that. th~y profess 
Hinduism and returned as tuch at the tim~ of; the•1931 
Cens.Us ' swell.ed the figures for. tribes ten years later due to 
a change ~f p~l~cy on•'the pa"rt ofthe Cens~s·Authorities.1 
If they, numbering 19,25,457, are included in the Hindu ( 
fold, t~e pe~ceritage 6f Hindus will come to about 45_: · .. 

. -...,_ ' .; 

The ,;nembers of both jhe communities lead the same 
economi~ :iif'e and. have the same language as their mpther­
tongue.: rthese~facts alone "should ha~e welded eJ.'e long the . 
-~ comnm!fiHes into~one hoEogeneous unit,. and then the 
people of Benga.l woul<\ h&,ve been spared of the terrible 
ordeals ~hat <mgulfed them twice in recent months . Bengal 
will fail to t.ake its proper place in th.e new ~ndia unless the 
leading politicians of Bengal, especia,lly thoile belonging to 
the majority community find!sime solution for a rapproche­
ment between Hindusc ?-nd' Muslims. Already 'there is a 
· t~lk g£,pa>rti1M>n.~~ Be~ gal; so as to stop fu~'ther_ dissipation , 
of energy. by figh't~ with· each other. • This move ha~e!Ue 
from Bengali .Hindus, who, it may rememtwred, fought tooth 
an~,najl 1a?aiii~p ~~e _par~ition of ~g~lt in 1905 and.hati • 
gamed their pomt . Dr. 0. H. K_:-spate.of London Umver-. · 
sity has studied tha: problem of partition of Benga~ f~om the , 
geographers point of v.iew ·~nd writes·";·· ..... a1}~ a,l~h9~g~ 
part~· ion has a ~!f rmg. smce .curzon s fa,~lure. ~- d_Ivisi_<?J: 
und_ purely Ind1a:r: auspiCes might ~e a differen,t ~s~o;rt:~~ 
If ge. r~cal .. and.' . non-geographical f~ct9r~ , .mdwate · 
that ''tliere is no other alternative but to· pa!-'titi_0I1 Bengal1 

_·_ .• _' ..... ~.: _. ___ ·- ~ - •. ' . • . ~ • l 7 

·,. L'~s o~India, flengal Volume, 1941. . · ' • -~· · .,,~:. 
; 2. ' Ge?grapgieal Journal, London, Sept., 1943.jt .• · ,,je 
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one may ask how it should be done. A careful study of the 
' geographical distribution of the two communities is needed 

in the first instance. Their economic activities, especially 
in the neighbourhood of the future border line should also 
be noted. A study of the population figures as shown in 
Table 1, during each successive decade since 1881 leads_.to-' 
the following observations. • • 

• 

. 
TABLE l. POPULATIONS IN EACH CENSUS YEAR 

, 
• 

Census year 0 Hindus • Muslims Tribals , 
1881 1,80, 71,296 1,83,94,926 3,13,089 

• 1891 1,89, 78,3QO 2,01,74,832 3,64,820 

1901 2,01,55,67' 2,19,54,955 4,42,594 

1911 2,09,48,357 2,42,37,228 7,30,78~ 
• 

1921 2,08,12,529 2,54,86,124 8,49,045 
• • • • 

1931 2,22,12,069 2,78,10,100 5,2~419 . .. 
1941 2,58,01,724 3,33,71,188 19,25,457 

Table 2 shows the numbers of Hindus, Muslims and Tribals 
per 10,000 of the total population in each census Y.ear. 

TABLE 2. PROPORTIONS OF niE THREE COMMUNITIES 
IN BENGAL . 

Census -year •Hindus Muslims Tribals . _.. 
• 

1881 4,882 4,96!t 149 
• • 

1891 4,767 5,068 !65 

1901 4,700 5,119 181 

1911 • 5,234 243 4,523 • • 
1921 4,372 5,255 273 , .... --
1931 0 • 4,348 5,444 """ 208 --

• 1941 0 4,198 5,430 372 
• • Figure 1 shows the ~e feature diagrammatically. It is 
· • clear that the prop.ortion of Hindus has been steadly decrea­

sing, and on the other hand, taat of ltuslims continually 
increasing from ont! census ye9,r to the other. The sudden 
increase of the t'ribal figure or column :Jid a corresp2ding 
decrease of that of the Hindu was the 1irect result of ~urn­
ing as tribes '~11 members of tribal communitirs-no 1atter 
what their individual religion may be'. The !i ures fQr 
M-dslimstgc:ft also•affected,•but very slightly. I~ is a clear 

-that only within Ute last hunared year that }\J:uslims ave 
• 
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outnunib,e,~~d · Hiiidl1s, by . a dea:r majodty. 'Even at 
the 1881 census the difference in th~ numbers" of Muslims . 

_, ~ ~! 

' .. 

• 

• 

0 .. . ' . 
•• :J891 190! 1911 liJ..III9.31 ' r- ' ' 

Fig. 1 ::.. A comparative study of the num~ers of fhe major ·. "' .'. • 
• COllUD1J11itillll per 10,000 of population of Bengal. ' '-
' • ~ • . .·. , . ,..~ . ~t~ 

In this and.figs.,8 to l7,the columns representing Others ~(unsh'aded) 
separate the Muslim c~urnns from the Hindtl columllltl. The top column"' 
rep~sent Muslims in fig·s. ~· · 8. to 10 and, 14 to 17 ;'and Hindus in, figs. 
1} to b.. ~ \ - ' - ' - ' ' ,' ' .. i • ' ' .-

and Hind '!is per 1 o, ooo of tne total ·populatio~w.as negligible, 
~ut .. b~--.1~41 ,this difference ljet!~ine ·::tpp~eciab~ large~·.!-1~ 
md1oated m-table '3. . ·· . , •,' - . • . ~ .... 

I • 
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TABLE 3. EXCESS OF MUSLIMS OVER HINDUS PER 10,000 OF 
THE TOTAL POPULATION DURING EACH CENSUS YEAR 

1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 
87 301 419 711 983 1,096 1,tl32 

If the difference goes on multiplying at the present rate, a 
time will come when the Bengali Hindus will be in a hopeless. 

11 .., • 
l•it.ltt1.11+~~m· ·aw'+"·••-m~lll: Ef n t+tfJ#Jr'u.;r~ imfi~i-t '!Wl!fJ'!m}<'*. cW. +:1 rEE ·f{f t·'. on:! ,(f~·ll' 1:!:, 

MIDNA.-ORE 'H 1t[[ li-U Tj, 1• !t:j ~,.f11: (i: 

JoB Exoe~dusl .H+I-t'il+l+l+H'fl+·~lij' ~W,l·;,.., 

n_='"ffiJ::m ;==n; T 
a:: 3·4 

3·0 

2·8 

't" H itntt · rtt ~~tt~5•tl.~~, . · 
· ~tolt. ,,'J;\uns) ft tT• HM" 

±H 

ss ~" , , 
f.:j:ce . '/-(,~ 

~~~\~~ 

·+ 

~"..t''+..,.~ 
-+~-t;.~ 
~;s.¢; 

• Fig. 2 :- Muslims in excess• of Hindus in Bengal per 10,000 of 
population iu successive years . 

._ mi.n~ity in their hop:1eland. A glance at ~e figure 'TShows 
that by the mid<fle of the next cent#y the Muslims wiH 
~utnumber the tw.ndus by 6,000 per every ten thousand of 

• • the total populati~n.lf!lo.jn the same figure the trends in one 
predominantly Hindu district-Midnapore (84%) and ' 
in one predominantly Muslim district~Mymensingh (77%) 
have also been indicated. The nature of these two curves 
shows that the• rate of increase of onl community slows - . 

1. In the figure the abscissa represents lhe census~rs and tJ1e 
ordinate represeJJis the logarithm of the number of Muslims in excess 
of Hindus per 10,000 of the totaJ population. The antilog of 3·83 is 6, 761 
that is to ~a-,, in th(\ year 2,04IeHindus will form less than • ~ixth 'of 

• t!he total population of. Bengal. . • • 
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down after. a certain stage in the growth of the' population of 
that community has b~en reached. If this .principle holds 
good in Bengal as awh?l~, at 1Jes.t one-can say that it;~ill 
take a longer time before the Bengali" Hindus are,',:reduced 
to a small minority community. That the Bengali Hindus:. 

' 'ca:Unot be completely wiped out frorri their homeland- be:. 
... com~s .c~oor when a e<_>mparative study is made of the rate_~ 

of. vaHatio'n 'in. the· two ·populations. in 'sudcessive ·de.cades 
si:~lCe 1881.. Taqle t shows tha.t ex_cept _ip the decade ,19ll;- · 
1921 the nmtJ.ber of Be1igali Hindus was found to increase 
~ eacll.eensus year, thoJgh aji a thuc1:J. smaUerrate th-an that 
of Muslims. · · ' ; ·• · . ' · "' 

• . l; 

TABLE 4. V ARIA'.riON IN POPUI.ATIONS 
'· · .. ' ' D'uitrNa•srxTY YEARS · · ·' •• " 

.. . 
i ~ 
• \: 

. 
.·. l. 1891 
; 'l .• 1. f l 

. ,1901 

· M:usliins .. 

(Per 1~,000 of the 
Muslim "population in 
ihe preceg,ing census 

·_year) 
. _, J • 

+ 973 

•'+ . 882 ; . ,, ' 

.. . . .· .. 
1921' +- 515 . -

•. 1931 +· 912 
, . ·; ( 

1941. 

; " •·. · 'Hindus 

(Per fO,OQD oftlte 
Hindu p0p1,1latiori in 
,the preced~g _census 

· , yea;) . 

. . + '•5021 
t • t ,.. ~ i. ~"1 t . t "'· J 

.· + 620 -~- . ; . 

... ~ ~ j. .l. f i 

.+. 39a . , , 

65 

"'+ 673 ~'/·: 
~ ' ~ ..0- 1' ·' ~: ., 

+1,61!-J •l; 

_.·• • ~ T, "'"i .•. _... • 

The above· figures may be interpreted in such a wayi.SO 
~s tO""~m~to the c9nclusion that in ·BengaL the so.cialJtnd 

·economic' s~l"~ture of Muslims i!l' ~omewhat dif~r~t .fro~ 
that of . Huidus. Hence, on this• ground alone Bengah 
Hindus may claim a separate,...llomeland for ·themselvel!. 

v '"'.:.i.t "'~ '· •• . _J ~!'·~ 
• ' '~~ ' 

r.II· • 

., 
. ~ , { ' 

\ • ... , .• 
~ . . .i i. ; ..., ·- ~"" ; f ~ > \ ·• 

Jrom th(\ administrative point of: yiew, t}fe pr~~ent 
Be~ is divided into five ,divisions !lrid;:~wo states.; .ThE 
~ographical distributions .of the three major comm~nitie1 
i"n theae divisions and statt!s are,sh<Jwn·in•t»>ble 5~ 

• > • • - - ' • -~ - ~- ... " +,..,. . ~· - ~ ~ . J. 

• • 
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T1BLE 5. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE 

THREE MAJOR COMMUNITIES 

Division or Area (Sq. Hindus Muslims Tribals Total 
Stat.e miles) populati<Jn 

Burdwan 14,135 81,25,185 14,29,500 7,06,729 1,02,87,369 

Presidency 16,402 68,83,217 57,11,354 99,235 •1,28,117,087 

Rajshahi 19,642 36,73,809 75,28,117 7,76,729 1 ,20,40,465 . 
• 

0 • Cooch-Behar , 
(State) 1,318 3,94,948 2,42,684 2,435 6,40,8~2 . 0 

Dacca 15,498 46,21,637 1,19,44,172 65,398 1,66,83,714 

• 
Chittagong 11,765 17,55,176 6:1,92,291 2,41,298 84,77,890 

Tripura (State) 4,116 3,47,752 1,23,570 33,633 • 5,1~,010 

• • • 
A study of the above table show:;:o clearly that neither Hindus 
nor Muslims are evenly distributea all O"ier the p:ovince. 
The Hincl11s have an overwhelming IJJajority in the \l·est.ern 
part of the province, comprising the divisions of Burdwan 
and Presidency, and covering an area of slightly over 30.000 
square miles. They form as much as 30 per cent of the total 
population in the Burdwan division, )Vhich covers an area 
of about 14,000 sq. miles. ~he M'u'slims, on the other ha.nd, 
predominate in the three other l!dminisW:ative divisions. 
In North Bengal-Rajshahi they follltl i3 per cent of the 
total population. In East Bengal their percentl!ges ttre 

, 

still higher-Dacca division (72%) and Chittagong division 
(7L>%). The total area of these th,ree divisions comes to 
about 47,000 sq. miles. In both. t.ke states, Hindus are the 
1najority conununity-Cooch-Behar in the north (62%) 
an~Tripura in the east (68%). One may, t~re:fbpe, ~ • 
temptetrt<1"13uggest that ct;h~ two western divi~ns be separa-
ted fro;n the three northern and eastern divisions. The line 
of ~artition: will then ~llo~ the courses of two important 
•me~, the Ganges or P~ma r'n the northern half and the 

Garai or Mauhumati in the southem half. • . . 
As a matter of fact_, tl1e partition of Bengal was effected 

ia 1905 on the above lines except that parts olthe Rajshahi 
-.division (Darjeeling district and parts of/the Jal~uri 

district) were ad de~ to yY estern Bengal. Table G sho".'s 
area an1 populations in the dif:&rent parts of Bengal if ~e 
provinoo i10 di~i<led a~cording to this basis. • • ... 

• 
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TABLE 6. AREA AND POPULATIONS IN DIFFERENT PARTS"1.0F 

,'.,'; , BENGAl. IF ,PA•ltTITlONED ON 'DiVISION· BASis· 
~ - - . . 

• Area (Sq . 
' miles) 

Total 
Population 

Hindh Beng'~ ··.: ~ '30,537 2,31,04,456 -I,5o;os;4o2 

1,00~50;622 

17,42,700 .. 

~~ .. ~i·_, ~-~-i~iL"~Pi:.f 

71;40,854. 
:. . . . t • . ·~ ~ '. . •'' ·"' 
Musli~ Ben~a.\' ·' 46,905 3,72,02,069 

•I _ _.,. 

J1.\Ii!:. ...... 
2,58,64.,580 

,.- ' 
. States 

, ~ L_ • , 
5,434 ll,53,852 

..• o~··-.>:. 
3,66,254 

.,. ... (' '"· ·, - ~ "t 

P.re:sent Bengal · • 82,870 
! .!t;~~1I 

3,33,71,688 ~ 
~:: n---~, _",!i·l ~.: 

2,.58,01,724 

The Hindus form 45 per cent if -the· total population•Jlie;ritie 
they can very well claim 4~ per cent of the total.;~l~3; \?.HJ"b~ 

' _p,re~~lft ;Be:!-'g~l,_ and would li~~ ~0 :~ee t~l(tt at leastn~l~di~f 
cent of the total population of Bengal should live in 'the 
Hin~u Wtrt of the proV'ince . But, if the' province 1s·..Part{j~ 
-tiof-1~4 accordi:pg to t:P,~ .above schern~· t!le Jlindu prgyJfl(l§. 
will have only 39 per cent of the area of BengAl and will 

'contain• only 38 ~er ceht~of the present populatjon. Besliies; 
·!ll()r~ than one, crore ·()f H.indus, .( iO pe_r c.ent of the tQt.al 
H~ndus) will!J.~ye to li,ve _in the~us}im pay~ of the prov_in<;_~i· • 
Hence a partitiOn on th1s basis cannot be accep.ted ·"'by 
Hirtdus . . ~~-- .. ,~~ · f ~"·~· ·Y,f~'d,~>:,~f. 

0 ..... 

• t,.,t., . ! ., t .... 
III •.. 

• '-~~~· t1 •,vo""•~(i 

1\.n administr~ti~ divisi~n is per_haps too :big an area tQ h~,Y,e:' 
. a ~omo~el)-~0~~ _pojm!l'tiOJ1: . I.I~n~e, smaller adminlstrativ~t 
units might be'preferable in the stu:dy of the distributi6ii of 
populations:. Table. 6 shows the distribution of the,tJit.ee: 
~~jor co.m~pu~itie;; iq ~a~~ dis~ric,t of Bengal.· :.~ ;:- _,_:-!).1 

TABLE. 7. THE DISTRIBUTION" OF THE THREE MAJOR 'COMMU·••<. Pj 

•. Nl'!'IES IN BENG,A.L ·D!~STRICTS ;1(1941) . • :,_ ;•' 
_-....!; .i. • - • ~.~- ~ ..... . 1 • 

. A~ (Sq. : Tot~l Mu~lims Hindus TribaJs 
' miles) "Popi.Uation· '" • ._..,.,~ • ..:ui'! 

• • 

• ~ .. ',J •• 

r, • f l:1.Q~< . .,;~;_;J_....-
e •. .,_ B~~dwan Division ••• 

~~rbhum 

Burdwan 

Bankura 
-... 

Midpapur 

ir.~ghly. .. 
• Ho_wrah. 

•1,743 .• 10,48,317' 
. . ~ ~ . i .. "'" . ~. f· , 

~,87,310 . 6,86,436 :-.;, -74,084 

2,705 . 
I:\ .• lli'""'-J• 

\646 ~ 
5,274 

1,206. .. 
'· . 561 

1,51,355 .. 
• t;•J'' ;J. 

12,89,640- •. ·;~5,564- .-10,78,559 ··~!:~~'!··g!§ / 
31,90;647 I 2,46,55~ ·. 26,81;963' . '2;53'6iS 

18,90, 732 > 3~36,665 
1 • ~ ("~ .. •• 

13,93,820 
>.: 

' t,i. 1 ::: 

2,o7 ~op' .~·~9,544 • 6?,50~, 
: . "'{ 

2j06,325 · TI,84,863 ·. 1•-•3;tH9· 

' .. 
13,77,7jl9 

14,90,304 
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TABLJll 7 (Oontinned). 
Area( Sq. Total Muslims Hindus Tribals 

miles) Population 

Presidency Division • 
:Murshida.bad 2,063 16,40,530 9,27,747 6,84,987 26,138 

Nadia 2,879 17,59,846 10,78,007 6,57,959 
• 

12,671 . 
Jessore 2,925 18,28,216 11,00,713 47,21,049 4,978 

Khulna. 4,805 19,43,218 9,.")9,172 9,7;,693 2,675 

35,38,386 
• - 24-Pargana~; 3,696 -ll,48,180 23,09,996 51,~i5 

Cal11utta. 34 21,08,8i1 4,97,535 15,31,512 1,688 

Rajshahi DiviBion 
Darj:eling 1,192 3,76,369 • 9,125 1,78,496 • 1,41,301 

Jalpaiguri 3,050 10,89,513 2,51,460 5,51,647 • 2,~,296 

Dinajpur 
• 

3,9~ 19,26,833 9,6,,246 7,74,622 1,82,892 
• 

Rangpur 3,606 28,77,847 20,55,186 8,02,849 • 18,200 
• .. 

Bogra 1,475 12,60,463 10,57,902 1,87,532 14,387 

Pabna 1,836 17,05,072 13,13,968 3,83,755 6,906 

Ra.jshahi 2,526 15,71, 750 11,73,~85 
• 3,29,230 67,298 

Maida 2,004 12,32,618 6,99,M5 4,65,678 66,449 
• Dacca Division • 

Mymensingh 6,156 60,23,758 46,64£48. f2,96,638 59,722 

Dacca 2,738 42,22,143 28,41,261 13,60,132 • 4~029 

Faridpur 2,821 28,88,803 18,71,336 10,06,238 1,363 

• Ba.ka.rganj 3,783 35,49,010 • 284 ~5f/37,027 9,58,629 

Ohitlagon{J DiviBion 
8,7·9,9~0 . -TipJlllra • 2,531 38,6~139 29,75,901 1,524. - • li2,261 Noakhali 1,658 62,17,402 18,03,937 34 

• • • ..._ Chittagong 2,569 21,53,2t6e 16,05,183 4,58,074 6,348 -. • 
Chittagong Hill • 

Tracts 5,007- 2,47;053 7,2?0 4,881 2,33,392 
• 

It appears that in We~tern Bengal the Hindmfpredominate 
'throughout the Burdwan division, and in only Jhree out of the 

the six districts of the Presidency diviswn, Caf<mtta, 
24-Parganas and Khulna. In North Bengal the Hil,ldus 
outnumber thi Mmlir~s only t>n two district.<;-Da,jeeln1g 
and Jalpaiguri, and in OJJ.e more district th.e Muslim~ have " 
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a bare majority_:_Dh1ajpur. The)1\Ilsiins; on the other hand 
predominate in all the districts of th~ Dacca a11d· Chitkgong 
divisions, except in the Chittagong 'Hill Tracts, where the 
tribes- form -,the majority community- and th~- Hindus 
outnumbered ·,the 'Muslims in each 'census year till 1931. 

. '· . ,· . 

• . , -
• 

~:. ~ ' 
.()N 

I ~' •. c.R:s Fbrtrtljra 
H - 'PerceF(fo!J~ oflflnll_u! 
M :: • , ;,_ . ,,Musil -~ 

CJ 
.. fu';%11 I"m ._ 

.. ~·-.A-.-

-., ~· ... .. 

Pakistan Ben 
Hi f?dusth'a~ 
.,.,_iha I ,, 

Fig. 3• • • 

·En<Jiish'Miles ~ 
roo. o . J.oo +oof61.& 

.. ...... 
It may be re~a:lled i~l this connexion that Mr. C. Raja­

gopalac:hari had evolved sometime b~ck a formula for the 
p~rtiFjO.J?. of.- ~e.~al: ba~e4 o~ , distr~ct · iig?-re.s. According· 
-to the·formula tl:ie diStncts w1th a clear maJonty of Mushms - • 
·(n6f~!~s~a~~5,5' P,\r cent)' ,were t~ have formed 'a ~epar~te ' , 
lVIu:s1~'ql_:p:roviP,ce. -,This ~hem~' did no~ appeal to ~he poli­

'tica.HNLders of·Bengal. lhe Hntdus obJE';,C~ed- ~1 ~he gr~n?-nd 
that the ou~ying portions of the Hindu jtreas in the north~~n 

-' ' • 
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part of the province (II and III) would be cut off from the 
mr.in block (I) and it was likely that those two blocks would 
have been eventually lost to Bengal, the Dinajpur block 
merging with the adjacent di~trict of Bihar and the ~lpai­
guri block becoming part of Assam. Under that scheme 
Chittagong Hill Tracts in East Bengal would have also 
been isolated from the rest of Bengal. • e 

TABLE 8 : THE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION IN A DIVIDED 
BENGAL, BASED ON DISTRICT FIGURES AND C.:ij,.'s FORMULA 

Hindu Bengal AWJa ~otal Hindus Muslims 
sq. miles Population .• 

Block I 
Burdwah division and 
three districts of Presi­
~ncy division- Khulna, 
24-Parganas & Calcutta 

30,8g5 2,12,68,579 1,44,49,151 52,62,218 

Block II 
Dinajpur district*. 

Block III • 
Darjeeling-J alplfiguri 
Muslim Bengal 

22,670 

3,953 

4,242 
46,577 

Remaining portion of Bengal 
excluding Chittagong Hill 
Tracts and States 41,570 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(Block A) 5,007 

States (Blocks IV & V) 5,434 

• 

1,,8,75,864 

19,26,833 

• 14,65,882 

3,90,37,946 

2,87,90,893 

2,47 ;>53 

11,53,~52 

1,29,44,386 

7,74,62~ 

·7,30,143 
.J,06,09,873. 

1,06,04,992 

4,881 
7,42,700 

40,34,387 

• 9,67,246 

2,60,585 
2,77,4-3,21~ 

2,77,35,946 

7,270 
3,66,254 

Present Bengal (including 
States) 82,876 6,14~0,377 tl,58,01,724 3,33,71,688 

The Hindu Bengal, thus constit'hted, would )Je slightly 
bigger than that on division basis ( 40 per cent of the total 
area), but would contain much less population (35 per cent 

•of the total population). Beside:._ !he percentage of the total 
Hindu population living in tM Hindu part of Bengal. would 
also decrease from 60 to 58. The above perce:Q.tages will 
~cr~se further if the. district of Dinajpur •be tiken out ' 
from Hi~du Bengal. -The area and popuWtion of the two 
~erlgal will then be0 til>S follows. -... 0. 

TABLE 9. THE DieiTRIBUTION OF POPULATIONS IN A DIVIDED 

' 

BENGAL, BASED ONLY ON DISTRICT FI~URES 

Area Total Poptila Hindus 
(Ser. miles) tion 

Muslims 

• Hindu Bengal 
Muslim Bengal 
States 

• 26,912 1,93,41,746 1,36/4,529 42,94,972 
1,¥J,84,495 ~7,10,462 50,530 

5,434 
4,09,64-, 779 

11,53,852 7,42,700 3,66,254 
Present Bengal 82,876 C.,l4,fJ0,377 2,58,01,72 3,31.3,71,688 ~ 
--------~------- - ., . 
*Hindus returrled as t~ibals hav~ not been includeJ. • 
• • • • 
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A divisi6n on district basis with or without applying G.R/s, 
formula will; therefore, be less satisfactory from the Hindu 
pcri.nt of view; . 

• 
IV 

_ ·The' o_nly 4>ther sol~ti~n will b; .to eff~~t partition based 
on popu,ation figutes in still smaller administrative units, 

.either subdivisions into which each district is divided. or 
preferably thana~, the smallest administrative unjts. . . . ' ' 

:ht th~ Muslim-majority districts .there are six' sub&vi­
sions with Muslims less than 50 per cent. They are as follows : . 
Thakurgaon and Ba~urghat in the_ f>inajpur district ; Kandi ' 
in the MurahidabaJ district ; Sadar and Ranagh~t in Nadia.;..· 
and Gopalganj in the Farictpur district. Table ~0 shows.­
the arej, an.d population. of these six subdivisions. · · " 

'TABLE 10. SUBDIVISIONS WITH MusLIM MINORI~Y IV FOVi 
MUSLIM MAJORITY DISTRICTS . 

• . ' .. 
Are:.. Total Muslime 

sq. miles Population 

Thakurgaon 1,175 5,85,228 2,89,101 
/ 

Balurghat ·1,179 5;29,42~ 2,51,864 
.. 

. ~- ' ' Kandi- . 454' 2,15,267 1,47,909 
• 

Nadi~ Sada'il 862 3,46,350 1,63,204 

R~naghat • • 540 2,66,0.40 . 1,23;956' 
• . J 

Gopalganj ' 672 6,23,963 .• 2,68,233 

In the Hindu majority distriCt~ there are, .on the ·other hand; • 
three· subdivisions with Hindus lfjSS thari 50 per cent. They 

, a:ce as foU~ws•: Barasat i~ the 24-Paraganas ; and Satk~ir~ 
• and ~agerhat in ~he KhulJ1a ~istri~. • T~b~e. ll sh.nv~ the 

area and populatiOn of these three Suh.diviS_Ions. 
' ... 

• • 
TABLE 11. ·SUBDIVISIONS WITH -RINDU MINORITY 1 

m TWO HINDU MAJORITY DISTRICTS .. • 
Area Total Po- Hindus 

\ sq. miles pulation· • 
i 

- 't, 

. -...,.:Barasat \ 384 3,17;261 ,1,31;795 

' 6,93,836 • Satkhira 889, 3,27,458 

• . 6,12,490·· • 
llagerha\_ 790 2,80,85!' 

• 

. ' . , . 
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Now, if the above six districts be split up and subdivisions 
with Hindu majority be included in the Hindu Bengal, 
and those with Muslim majority in the Muslim Bengal, 
the position will be as follows. • 

TABLE 12. AREA AND POPULATIONS IN A DIVIDED BENGAL 

Area (Sq. fll 

:tluslims miles) Total E;jndus 
Population 

Hindu Bengal 29,431 2,02,84,431 \ 1,42,63.,600 46,62,967 

4s,ofi 
• 

Muslim Bengal 4,00,22,094 1,07,95,424 2,83,42,~7 

If Bengal be partitioned su \}division -wise, the area and popul a­
tion of Hindu Bengal will be greater than that of Hindu 
Bengal partitioned district-wi~ ·(See Table No. 9) Even 
then the situation will not materially improve and a large 
Lercentage o': Hindus will still hav~ to live in Muslim 
Bengal. Another difficulty will be to link up the northern 
Hindu !\rea 'With the main Hin~u Block. In the district 
of Dinajpur itself the ThakurgaQn Subdjvision i:rf the north. 
will remain separated from the Balurghat Subdivision in 
the South. 

v • 
• 

The problem of finding a corridor will be partially 
solved if figures be consi~ered on tliana basis. The accom­
panying map has been drawn on.that blisis. The probable 
boundary line will then run a little :QPrtlt of the Brahmaputra 
river westward, , keeping close to the southern • boroor of 
Oooch-Behar and crossing the Tista river near Hatibandha. 
On reaching Domar it will extend westward a little, and then 

•with a sharp bend will turn sol\tl'tward. It will follow the 
course of the Atrai river for some distance and will move 
s~utheast from the town of Dinajpur as far as i!ill•.~rossing • 
tiie A~rai.river a littl~~outh of.Sa~jhia. F~om Hilli th~ line 
will run south follo~g the d1stnct bountr'ary as far as the 
Je,niuna, a tributary to .the Atrai. It will theh turn 

• .w.N. W. towards th~ Puna!bhaba river. From this point 
first the Punarbhaba river and then the Mahananda river 
will form the boundaty. It will cross the Ganges near 
Lalgola . In its southward march it will mor1 or less follow 

• the course of the Bhagirathi river, keeping close to the eastern 
... bank of the river. From Plassey it run/ sou the~- as far • 

as the Ichamati rher, crossin~ the Jalangi near Krishnagar " 
and tlle Ohurji a little norti of Birnagar, and enclo!l~ the 
greaj,er part of the Ranaghat subdivision including the • • 
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towns o:f, Krl.shnagar and Santipur. It 'tHen· : exte~M; _ 
southwest following close· to the eastern boundary :of · tlie 
Hooghly industrial zone; _and from · a little. north . of 
Calcu~ta turns eastward towards tlie town of · Kalna .. 
From a little north of the Sibsa valley the line 
runs northward till the valley of the Chitr~ is reached, 
-and fro.JU · mar Salikha turns eastward in . a zig-: 

. zag way, and crossing the Madhumati near Kafli,ani extends 
·a little further east,. not quite-reaching MaB'aripur. It 
then extends southward 'fo:Uowing \he course of the Arial 
Kh~ for some distance. From a little. west of Barjsal the 
boundary line turns westward and crossing the Madhumati. 
river near N azirpur closely foll~ws the western branch 
of the river till Kachua is reached., It then turns west an<i 

. takes up the. course of the miola river _down to the Harin­
ghata VJ.OUth. The_ boundary line, as suggested, cannot be 
more than ft tentative one at this stage, and a more detailed · 
study i:ri the field will peroops be necessary•bef4>re reaching 
a final de~sion... Whether or not this boundary line. is 
accepted, it is clear-that a •continuous stretch of land with 
a Hindu majority exists from the north of the province to 
the south, occupying the northern and western •parts of 
North :Eengal, the greater part of West Bengal and easterri 
parts of East Bengal. Ac~ording_ to this scheme, the popula-

. tions in different areas will be as follows .. 
• 

. . . . . . . 
TABLE 13. AREA 1Nn POPULATIONS IN THE TWO PROPOSED . 

PROVINCES AND oofHE:lftpARTS OF THE PRESENT BENGAL . -- . 

Area (Sq. 
miles) • Total Hindus - Muslims 

l'opulation 

Hindu Bengal 34,342 2,~9:94,895 1,60,78,611 63,03,235 

JVIuslim :e~ga~ 38,093 3,60;64,577. 89,75,532 2,66;94,929 , 
. . . - . States ' 

5,434. '11,53,852 ' • 7;42,700 3,66,254 I 

• • 
Chittagong Hill • • 

Tracts 5,?07 2,4~~ 4,881 . 7,270., 

Present Bengal • 82,876 
. . 6,14,60;377 2,58,01,724 3,33,71,688 

If the province \e div~ded according.to ihe abo~e· sch~irie 
1 

Hindus will have ~eir ~hare of.lan·~·,_ ?;nt' -~ p~rc~nt less, of 
·their sh~ of··po)ulatiOn. ·Now, 1f· 1n excHange' '()f the 

· :Chitt~gong B:ill Tracts .an equivalent area fr'om ·the. western ' 
'border elf, Muslim· Bengal be·· adtled to ~indu i3~gal;"then 

this problem colild also he solve"d' . ~ Tlla:t there is sohle' 
• • l 
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justification for the claims of Hindus on the Chittagong' 
Hill Tracts will be clear, if one refers to table 14. 

• • 

188161891 ~901 1911 1921 1931 1941 

CfiiTTAGONG HILl TRACTS 
Fig. 4:- • • 

A comparative stu~y ~f the numbers of the three commnnities 
per 10,000 population in the Chittagong rr.lr Tracts, 

[In this figure the base line represents 6,ooimembers ~he tribal • 
community, and this :rtumber irs to be added to each column of the tribal 
community, which extends upwarq as far as the base of the .11-fuslim _, 
(white)ecolu~ . .On to:Q of each lduslim column lies a Hindu column. 
The ll.urnbers of Hindus and Muslims can be read dire~tly.] • . .-1 • • 
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TABLE 14. HINDU AND MusLIM POPULATIONS rn CiiiT'rAGONG 
HILL TRACTS IN DIFFERENT CENSUS· YEARS 

Census year Hindus Muslims 

' ·I .. ~ '1881 20;285 7,292 
' 
. . , . 

, 1891 , In , ,25,802 '-4,868. .. '. ' 
;:f ~ ~ 

• 1901 36,365 4,962 
• ··' 

1911 14,239 5,098 

1921 31>,539 .7,292 
''>. '· 

1931 36,7.76 8,216 

• l 

1941 - 4,881 "_7,270 

• 
In this district the Hindus· ~utnumbered the Muslims by 7 
to 1 in iJOme census year, and there is every reason to believe, 
that some lo,ooo Hindus were returned as Tribals in 1941. 
~t may __ now be pointed ~ut that; the• Hitl.du. Bengal can 
hav~ an a~ess to this .district by water~ if,it 1;~s_, ?-~ci~ed, to, 
retam , Ch1tpago:ng 'H1ll T:facts ; but, for geographical 
reasons; the - Hill Tracts ought . to form a part 
of either Assam. or ; of the Muslim Bengal, and 
as . a. •compensat~on to that some other . contigl!ous, 
territory should be. giv~n to Hindu Bengal. Before this 
point is~taken up, it will be necessary to know definitely 

· how much and which parts of tM present distrigts .could 
9e normally includt!d in tlie Hindu Bengal. A glwnce _at 
table' 13 shows; that ih ~e Rajshahi'division besides' the 
two Hindu ·!fiajor~ty districts-Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri,: 
several thanas of Rangpur, Dimtjpur and Maida could 
be included', tlie 'total ara.% in N9rth Bengal amounting • · .­
to 8,900 square miles. ·In •west Bengal in the Burdwan 
division all the thanas except one solitary one contain 

·vety higb. • p~centage of Hindus. . In the Presi~n~ 
. division, Calcut-, the majorityJ)f• the thanas• of the 

24-Parganas and Khulna districts and' several thanas• of . . . 
the Murshidabad, Nadia, anil •Jessore districts have 
Hindus as a majority community. The contiguous Hintru • · 
PJajority areas are to be iound only in two districts in East 
Bengal, Faridpur -and Bakarganj. It may be remembered. 
that there are se~ral Muslim pockets.in the Hindu,!llajority;; • 
areas, and vice ve'!\:a. . ' ~ ., 
Table 15 shows the area and populatio~ .in. the :.Hindu 

'majority thanas including the :3luslini P~ckets. il,l R_angpur ,• . 
Dinajpur a~d Maida districts in North Bengal.· ·• ·.· · • •" • • 2 5 2 7 0 Ul:IVE~~ITY OF NOlin; .BENGt41 

;; ' 'I' .. 'n.~ ~~1: 
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TABLE 15. AREA & PoPULATIONS IN THE DIFF.F.RENT 
PABTS OF Hnmu BENGAL 

A. North Bengal-Rajshahi Division 

• District Area (Sq. Total Hindus Muslims 
miles) Population 

Darjeeling 1,192 3,76,369 1,78,~96 9,125 

• Jalpaiguri 3,050 10,89,513 • 5,51,647 2,51,460 

Rangpur (Parts) 238 1,58,2;';9 .84,392 73,838 

2,,48 • Dinajpur (Parts) 12,48,751 5,73,270 5.~,764 

:Maida (Parts) 1,92j 11,35,700 4,63,547 6,06,201 

9,153 40,08,572 18,51,352 14,87,388 
• • 

• • • 
• ~ West Bengal-Burdwaft Division 

The whole of Burdwan • . .. 
division 14,135 1,02,87,269 81,25,185 14,29,500 

C. West Bengal-Presidency Division 

Calcutta 

Murshidabad (Parts) 

Nadia (Parts) 

24-Parganas 

Khulna 

Jessore • 

• -

34 21,08,.891 

1,155 9,83,~97 

• 
824 4.81,846 

3,086 29,9-.s18• 

4,217 14,84,630 

449 3,4.",513 

9,765 • •84,06,195 

• • D . 
• 

East ~engalr--Dacca Division 

Faridpur (Parts) 
, 

7~ 7,42,150 • . ... 
Bakarganj 369 5,50,609 

lo,l39 12,92,759 

• Hindu Bengal 34,342 2,39,94,895 

15,31,512 

5,00,369 

• 2,71,961 

20,95,355 
• 

8,09,487 

1,85,976 

53,94,670 

0 , 
4,06,757 

3.00,647 

7,07,404 

1,18.611 

• 
4,97,535 

4,{\0,520 

1,98,883 

8,28,175 

6,68,826 

1,61,026 

28,15,065 

.... 

3,25,971 

2,45,311 

5,71,282 

63,03,235 
,. 

[ *Some 65,090 Hindus were retul}led a~ tribals in Malda. Moreover, / 
a large pumber or_Muslim agricult,urt1 workers of East Bengal, w1w visit 
this <ijstrict evl!ry year, h~<tvo been included.] • • 

• • 
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Table 16 shows area and population of those p_arts of 
the _districts of .Rangpur, Dinajpur and Malda, which are 
to be included in Hindu Bengal. 

• i j> ·,{ " ' ~- • t ' , •! r, ' . 1 
,,' \. .:.- ' •• 

' TABLE 16; AREA AND POPULATIONS OF THE HINDU PARTS 
, OP. RANG PUR, _-DINAJPUR AND MALDA 

-· . -' ~a.ngpur _ · •· 
Hatibandha , , . • 

~Di\hla - ·- '-
• . , .. 

Dinajpur 

I R~i~~nj 

Birganj 

·Kah~ul • 
Bochaganj 

''Biral • 
':Kalig~nj '' 

Itahar 

Kusl~mudi 

"1•• ( 

··-

Area Total Muslims . HindliR 
(sq. miles) Population 

-111 
127 • 

171 

'66,481 
91,75i 

• 
65,553 

33,183 
40,655 

24,569 

159 • 68,069 - 23,326 

79 

81. 
137 

• 

''39,147 
J.;:,_ ,·· .• 

45,359 14;&Pi 

67,612 31,642 

15,961 
I 

33,295 
51;097 

34,94 

40,724 
~ . f 

26,150 

28,#60 
~ 

'32,829 
; 

41,744 136 

165 

14!0 

61,425 

'73,231 

53;190 

33,019' 33,712 

22,184 . - 27,2~6 

',. 'j .l 
22,381' 

-· 

~ {4 

'Gank~ramp~r ' ·'1_27 52;892 18,536- · 
./ 

' ~ I! -- ' t '- • ' • 

II Large number 'of Hindus retlij'ned as tribals 
• 

Hemtabad' • ~- 28,747 14,318 13,iso 
.. ··!t·.··· • 
Bansihari ·ia4' 50,022 20:·335, • 16:896 

Tapan 

Balurghat 

170 60,375 22,864 22,665 
• 

181 ••. 92,016 ;33,802 - 33,006 

• D~amoi&.at • __ _ ~~ 116 

~'!~arg!l'nj: 1 ' ll1 

Dinajp;Ir · 
III (Muslim Pocket) 

Atwari 

Baliadangi 

Thakurgaon 

Ranisa~ail 

_,,H;aripur 

• 

• 

• 
' 

• 

\ ~ 

81. 
• 
11(). 

250 

111' 

61,683 

46,031 •. 19,152 

• • 
43,218 

55,652. 

133,678, 

48,oo4 

• 27808 . ' 

• • 
• 

•27,941 

35)694 
• 
69;750 

75,039 • 

26.,'325 

.14,183. 

37,602 
• 

14,81:1 

18;835 

62,741 

19,942 

12,62{\ 

• 

• 



.... 

18 

TABLE 16 (Continned). 

Mallia 

Aroa (Sq. 
miles) 

Total IIInslims Hindus 
Population 

I (Hindu majority despite a large number of Hindus returned ls tribals) 

Gajole 

Habibpur 

MaJda 

198 

153 

87 

73,387 20,807 29,934 

52,307 6,~9 • 30,595 

33,978 ll,722 16,591 

Manikchak 

English Bazar 

Nachole 

0 
122 • 64,786 

98 

•no 
83,539 

30,365 

.21,646 

37,233 

7,150 

• II (A large number of Hindus ret~ned as tribals) 

Bamangola 80 35,973 15,254 
• 

III (Hindu majority villages in Muslim majority thanas) 
• • • 0 

Sibganj 80 35,000 10,000 

Nawabganj 

MaZda 

IV (Muslim Pockets) 

(a) Harischandrapur 

Kharba 

Ratua 

(b) Kaliachak 

(c) Bholahat 

Gomastapur 

10 • 3o,oo<t' 1o,ooo 

150 99,974 56,696 

• 142 1,03,065 61,148 

• • 
154 1£2,91l,5 58,610 

207 1,94,324 1,24,006. 

48 22,866 16,535 

• 123. • 59,025 35,785 

• 

43,140 

• 45,,09 

17,081 

14,953 • 

25.000 

20,000 

• 
41,998 

40,743 

44,350 

7<1,318 

6,191 

15,902 

(d) Sibganj (remaining 
' vllages) 103 1,14,129 1,12,fl20 °• 1,042 • . - . 
Table 17 shows tM area and popula~ms in the •Hindu • 

.mdjority thanas in1¥uding the Muslim pockets in Murshida-
• b.,Ltd and Nadia districts~ • 

• 

TABLE 17. HINDU MAJORITY TRANS IN MURSHJIDABAD AND NADIA • 
• Area Total 

• (Sq. miles) Population 

Mmshidabad 
I Sagardighi • 133 70,840 

.Jiaganj
0 

0 • 
23,097 

1)(],11]~ 

Muslims 
• 

II 

I 33,727 .,.,. 

2,685 
• • 
22,429 • 

Hindus 

29,723 

17,807 

/ ' 
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'fABLE 17 (Gontinne;t). ,1 ,- ·· l 

, •.. n: l Area (Sq.,. ·Total:,! Hindus 
. miles) Population · r 1 

454 . 3,65,278 Kaadi thanas 1,47,909 

, •.. ,Murshidaba!(.town 

•. 1: Berhampur1 •• ,,, 
' ' . 
• , . ]Jeldanga ·~o~n~ 

.n (Muslim pockets)' 
Raghunathganj .. 

.. "' ·• t~. 
Suti 

.. t···.•, 11;498 

.l26\4' 1,09;883 

;' • I~~ 6,002 

... , . 1 t;f, 

102 • 1,27,887.' 72,317' 

Muslims 

·2,15,267:\ 

,ji6~,009 

~·· 4,098 

.54,772 

• l ~~ ' • .. . 

92,174 
' ~' ~ 'f , ••••. -

~>1,414 40,477 
. -,' •• ' i• -· i . 

Shamsherganj 100 1,20,717 
' . . I l '80~~30 ,; ! l 3~~-2~7~ 

• Nadia 
Kaliganj • ,.,. !, 

• 
113r ,, '63';391'''' ! 27,695-h ''35)71 

• Nabadwip• 40' ' 54,208· 12,086 41,948 
·. t,,.. 't ,. t.t.! ~ '·• ·} • • Krishnagar 138 91,603 38,616 • ~9,696 I . 

• 
. ~anti pur ... • 

· ,Ranaghat 

,Chak~ah 

:J;Ianskhali 

Krishnaganj 

.. 75 .•, • 

171 L_ ' 

126 ' ; I 

103~ . 
58 

t;.i ' 

55,086 17,444' ';.,,• .36,171 

82,073' ' '34,427 '46:173 

63;862 25,734 •.!" 34,599 

37,512 27,806 ".:9;345 

'3_4,102,. 15,0.?5 18,858 
I. f. lJ I . . , 

• J • • ~. ~ ~ •!. -~ j • • •• i 

Table 18 shows tht~ a.Ja and populations of Muslim 
majority thahas,· which• should(• be separated· fr01n -the 
districts,of 24-Parganas and.Khulna. /· 

k ·t . ·l 

TABLE 18. MUSLIM MAJORITY.Tt[ANAS IN 24-PARGANAS & KnuL:JA • 

-· .. 
... 

Area Total Muslims ' Hmau's 
(sq. mg~s) Population 

' .. . ~..... . 
•20,717' ,<);,1~!222 

' 

24:PargaMll 

Amdanga 

Habra 

54 

109 

36rJ9~ 

70,7~.( 

99,064 

64;7001 

• • 
ctf ~ 

Barasat 

· Deganga 

.. Basirh~J>t 

.SarupnagaP 

• 

' \ 

• 

• 104 

78 ,_, 

. 83,684 

101 -~; ·1,~,164 .. ·-.. • 83 ... , ' 57;542 

• 

• 

41,399 .¥~8,!91 

59,330 

45,199 

49,830 ' 
• 

39,102 

19,433 

33,843 

72,296 51,!:!42 

• • • • 
31,234 ' ~· ~26,308 ' ' ;,. . 

• 
• 
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CTABLE 18 (Continued), 

Area' Tot~l ·M: uslims Hindus 
(Sq. miles) Population 

Khulna • 
Satkhira 141 1,16,704 68,132 48,555 

Tala 130 1,19,395 60fl)89 • 58,367 

Kalaroa 89 66,207 46,437 19,633. 

Morelganj 169 1,24,898 • 89,463 35,282 
• • 

Sarankhola 59 31,384 25,225 ••6,369 

• Table 19 shows the area-and populations of Hindu majority 
thanas in the district of Jessore . 

• • TABLE 19. THE HINDU MAJORITY THANAS IN JESSORE 

Area Total Muslims• •Hindus 

• (sq. miles) Popc}llation 
.Jesaore • • 

• 
Abhaynagar 95 • 70,248 •• 30,505 39,394 

Kalia 118 1,23,269 61,535 61,679 

Narail 148 1,10,683 48,093 • 62,483 

• Salikha 88 43,313 20,893 22,420 

Table 20 shows the area and populations in the Hindu 
majority thanas in East Beng:l. • 

0 • 

TaBLE 20. THE HINDU MAJORITY THANAS IN EAS~ BEN<'AL • 

Area Total Pop. Muslims Hindus 
(sq. miles) 

Faridpur: • • • 
Gapalganj 175 2,02,895 92,653 1,09,184 

' 0 Ko!alipat"a 152 1,38,730 3(/,187°- 94,1192 ... • • , 
Raj air 98 1,18,227 57,738 60,028 

• • • , 
Kasiani 90Bo 1,27,012 59,335 67,565 

• 
Muksudpur 237 1,55,326 • 77,058 78,163 

• 
Barisal • 

• Gournadi 124 ·2,12,244 /91,367 1,16,353 

Nazirpur 93 88,502 I 35,541 ., 52,9i 
Sarupkati 72 • 1,16,398 55,513 6~# 
• • • • • •62,89o• 

) 

0 
• Jhalakati 80 1,33,465 l • • 
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·It has already been mentioned· that thei·e -~ilf'remain a 
number ·of ·pockets with Muslim majority in' the Hii:tdu 
Bengal:'. And; on· the other hand; several'Hindu pockets', 

. espooially in 'the' urban ce:htres\vill 'exist' in '1the' MuslirP 
Bengal.· Even if'it comes'to·the transfel:t~nce, ofpopulatio#s 
from these pockets' the problem .will not'be so:"ery difficult 
as the~ Iimlibers will not be very. ~igh, as show~ ~n table 21. 

• . • , • " •. : • ! '- ~ • ~~ .. :..., ~ ' ; 

TABLE 21. .MUSLIM POOE:ETS IN THE HINDtr BENGAL 
• 

• • " 
I. (a) Diriajpur 

(b) J alpaigur i 

• • II. Malda 

III. Maida 
• 

~V.,Malda 

v. (a) Birbhum 

erhana .. :, ' ' · , Area· Muslims 

"Atwari, Baliadangi, Thakur­
gaon, Ran.sankaiT, Haripur, 

(sq. miles) ,. J: 
•' 

,. • l: t. 1,-to.lii"".Joi' .. "" 

Pirganj ' . 781 
. . . -:.~· ';_ 

Tetulia, .Pachagar, Boda 332 

Harischandrapur/Kharba, Ratua446 .. 
. , Bholahat, Goinastapur ... • ~ f71_' • 

' '· 
., 

2,11,4i5 

. 72,933 
' ' 

1,76,~54 

52,320 

•Kaliaclutk, .Sibganj • 

Muraroi •. 1 

: _31~, ; : 2,36;5.26 

'~ 1138 1 ,,,.55 7ho'· 
'\' ' 

-V;(~ ·Murshidabad · ••Sb.amsherganj,'Suti: 1 
,... -~1~•,.;•. -tt 

VI 24:Pargamis 

' '. 
VII. Khulna 

VIII Khulna .. • 
'rx Khulna 

ij.ughtmat~ganj · <",'f ·· 304.' !2,04;661 

Bhangar 
~~ t!; • 

•Kaliga_n.i.. 
<, 

~ltoltt 

Mollahat 

.. 
127: l 

' . 
29 

59,171 

. 22,061 

., 57,847 

There are then nineisolaoodMuslim,~ockets in sevendistrict~ 
of the Hindu Bengal. The&~ cover an areaof 2,881 square 
miles an~ c~n.tain a little more than .~2 lakhs ·of Muslims 
(12,15,1g'O). The more importan\ pockets lie jlong ~e 
western border ~the present provm~e (Pockets I ,Il,IV ,V) 
in the districts of Dinajpur, Maida aifl Murshidabad. • The 
biggest one lies in the north, ~11 wyers an area of slight(~' 
more than 1 ,OQO sq ·. miles. The density of the Mu~lim 
population per square mile in this pocket. is as low as 250. 
The 9ther three pockets on the wesMrn J>order cover an area 
of another thoU!iand square·miles, the density of population. 
there b~ing some\ hat higher than that of the. former. These 
pockets ·are boun~ed on the west by the iPurnea and Santal 
P~rga1.1adi~tricts ?f Bi~ar, w~ere the ma.joritj ofthe.people 
are Bengah spe~kmg Hmdus. . . ~ , -' . • , .~. . '• . . 
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In the Muslim Bengal similar pockets with Hindu 
majority do not cover a large area, as practicallye very 
where in East Bengal Hindus are outnumbered by Muslims, 
despite a very high density of Hindu population. Tab4J 22 
shows the location of Hindu pockets in rural areas in the 
Muslim Bengal. 

fl 

TABLE 22. POCKETS WITH HINDU MAJORITY IN )\:fUSLIM BEN.GAL 

District Thana Area Hindus 

• (sq. milesj 
I Rajshahi Boalia 26 28,100 • • 
II Nadia Krishnaganj 58 18,858 

• 
III Faridpur Baliakandi 125 46,486 

• IV Dacca Dacca City • (i 1,29,232 

v Dacca Serajdikhan • • 
·, Tangibari 112 1,61,700 

• • 0 
VI Myfnensingh Khaliajuri 110 20,977 

• 
[This includes 1 ,53,446 persol1s, wh;, live in the towns 

of Rajshahi and Dacca]. 

In Muslim rural Bengal the area of all Hindu po~kets 
comes to 437 sq, miles and the popwlation, a little over 4 
lakhs (4,05,353). Besides, most of. the towm; of North 
and East Bengal form Hindu pockets. There are 48 such 
Hindu majority towns in the Musfim Beil:gal with a Hindu 
population of 6,41,469. · o • 

• 
TABLE 23. HINDU POCKETS IN URBAN CENTRES IN 

THE MUSLIM BENGAL 
• 

District No .. of Hindus 
centres 

Dinajpur 2 8,616 • 
Rangpur • • 7 66,7~ 

• 
Bogra • 0 

2 16,141 
0 

Pabna 1 17,872 
• 

Rajshahi 3 • 37,517 
• 

Nadia • 3 19,577, 

Jessore 3 23,19/ 

• Khulna 1 8,934 

• • • 24-Parganas .4 39,269 • 
• 
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TABTiE· Z3· (Gontmued) 

District No. of Hindus 

' Centres 
Dacca 2 1,34,219 

Mymensingh 7 91,316' 

Faridpur 3 42,981 
• 

Bakarganj 5 64,3_08 

.Tippera 3 66,310 .. - • 
Noakhali 1 • 3,131 

Chittagong 1. 1,314 

it is admitted .that normally a town - dweller has. a­
greater stake in the _ coufltry than that of a villager, 
and assuming this to be correct it will be no exaggeration 
to say•tha'li in terms of the number of_v:illagers th~.number of 
town dwellers should be ~ken atleast douille ~f'tht;\rr actual 
number, jf not more. On this ca1culation the number of 

. such 'people woulc»·come to over 13 lakhs_. So 'this ,figure 
is to be added to the number of those who live in the rural 
areas in the Muslim Bengal. ·The totaLnumber will then 
be co:Qsiderably larger than that of Muslims living in pockets 
in the Hindu Bengal. • Even if this point b~ ignored, the 
number.6f Hindus livi:qg in pocket-areas in Muslim Bengal 
will not -be very much less thaJ?. th~tt of Muslim in the Hindu 
Bengal. '• · • -., ~ : -~ 

'J'he next proble~ i~ow to add an area equal to' that ?f 
~e Chittagong Hill Tracts district with the Hindu Bengal. 
It should be done in such a way that the line of partition 
runs more straight and ·f~llows some natural bou_ndary .-­
In a predominantly deltaic l~d like Bengal the rivet forms 
undoubte~ly the best natural boundary, and should be taken 

-as such;-' wh:rever possible. Thu~, the line of ,.par~iti~~-, 
already s_uggeste~.may be slightly ~~di:fied as follow~. , 

·- The 26° N parallel of lat_~wie b~weeil the Atrai rivet 
and a little west of Dhubri from thfl provincial bm.in~ry• 
may be taken a~ the n~rthern dividing line. The course of 
the Atra;i may t~en be followed as fe.r as Manda, al)d then 
the north-south axis of the Sib river ma1 be taken up, This 
line is to be ex~ded a little southward to reach the town • 

• ·of Rajshahi on tfle Ganges river. In th~ next stretch the•. 
Padma will form the boundaq as far as Kusthia .- F:rom:this 
town the courflil of the Garai•Madhull:]Jtti-H~tripghat~ river 

-~.-to be :follqwed right up 'to the ~ea. -This is he • tihly 
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perennial river of importance in Central :Bengal and will 
form an admirable boundary line. 

• 

,•() 

• .. 

• 

...... • 

• 

Fig. 5 !- Division of Bengal fol1o'W4ng some natural boundary line;;. 

.. If it is decided to accept this boundarJi' li~, about. .-
6,~0•sqlll.are miles of •rea in the districts of Ra.napur. 
Dinajpur, Rajshahi ~~ Maida are to be a"t!ded as shown in 
truble 24 and the H-.du .p1ajority parts of Faridpur and 
&nd,.Bakarganj and abo par~ of the Dinajpur district are 
to be excluded, as shown in table 25. • 

• 
TABLE 24. THE THA.c~AS TO BE ADDED TO HINDU 13ENGAJ~ 

• 
Area Total 1lims Hindus 

(~q. miles) population • Rangpur: 
Bhrungamari 91 • 58,939 36,906 .21,836 

Jamhaka • • • 126 •1,16,367 6~602 • 46,756 
• • 97 83,740 45,103 38,63& .. •Dom r • 
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Area Total Muslims IIiridtiSq 
(Sq. miles Popuiation 

Dinajpure: 
_.lj :...,, _i:·~~~. : • . ~ ~ . _;, i <- .. 

" 
,,, 

Dinajpur 137' 1,01,918 51,692 46,437 
; i ,·t. '\ ~ \. ' -~.1 . ' F-;-. 

Patnitila ·(plll't) 70 34,240 18,280_ 12,043 
(-; 

•. ~! .' _Porsha 194 ... . 71,289; 45,599 15,316 

Raj,qhahi : ·-• • ' ~' ' • 1 .• "1- "· 
'~59' 

. : . 
68)77'• 38,508_' "18,185 N4mnatpur 

''. .. 
. 'f'lO,OOO · Mahadebpur 50. 33,000 -22,000 

• ::1;· 
M:rfnda (;~ste~i-t part) 60 36,000' 29,000 "'6,ooo 

•r • ~ 

16,221 Godagari 175 67,199 .34,306 
., 

Tano11 • 114'' 45,586' 28,457 8,512 
' t '" . 

35,000 27,i00 .6,ooo Pabna (western half} 60 • • 
Boalia • 26 48,780 20,360 '28,100 .. • 
Monohar!nir • 

., .. 
(Western half) 30' 22;ooo 2o,ooo 2,000 

Ma.Zda·: • 
-- Nawabga):lj •.. , • 

' (Muslim parts) 79: · 96,918'' 93~924' ! ; .. ~ 2;091 

... ' .-·. 
~ ;. ( \.: ~ -~ i . .. 

,., ,TABLE 25 .. -::rH~,NASJO.~E~E~LUDED FROM HINDU BENGAL 

• e' _ Area .. Total Pop. 
Sq. (miles) · 

·Muslims 
., -~~~ ;··"'!~i:":\r: 

Dinajpu.r ,: , , ~. _ . _ , , , .. _ _ 
· ': KuJ!larganJ; Dhamo1rliat;. Balurgh~t 408 

~ O'·~;t~ '• ....... ~: . ·• ,, 
Faridpur .• _ --1 . • · 

, (5 thanas) , _ ~ . · •1',139 · 12,92,?99 5,71,282 

1,99,732 82,195 

B.:::::ga~j(4 ~~nas4) ·. _. . , . _ _ .. r ~ , _ 

\ _The ·H_h]-~,11 B~ng~l,~us outlined, willic~p;ise ph~:e~ist~hg' 
divisions ;of Burdwan and Presidency, th. districts of Da-'­
jeeling and Ja,lpaiguri ~nd s~velll ~ha:r!ts in the districtE'l 

\ -of Rahgpur ,,Dip.ajpur and Malda. · ,I_n ea~h _of t_hese, adminis­
trative a~eas Hindus ar~ the majo~ity , C()_mmunity . .' In: 
e~9hange of tht:l ,Chi~tagong Hi_ll Traots and o~~er Hindu 
majority ~hanas in the districts of Bal~arg~j and Faridpur, 
:rp.ore fro~ tlie rem~ing portion~ ofthe districts of Rangpur, 

'\ Dinajpu_:r>•iJ'tajshah} &nd Maida may be- adde? to the Hindu 
-.~engal.. , , • 

. . . ' ' -. ·- •' . .. 
Table"26 summar~es ·the area and popula\ions m •differeait. 
p~tofHi-.du ·Bengal. • ' · t · • 
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TABLE 26, AREA & PoPULATION IN HINDU BENGAr~ 

Division Area Total Muslims Hindus 
(sq. miles} Population 

• 
Burdwan 14,135 1,02,87,369 14,29,500 81,25,185 

Presidency 16,402 1,28,17,087 57,11,354 68,83,217 

District • 0 

Darjeeling 1,192 3,76,369 9,125 1,78,49& 
• 

,J alpaiguri .3,050 11}0,89,513 2,51,460 5,51,647 
• 

Rangpur (parts) 552 4,17,285 2,25,449. !,91,620 
0 

Dinajpur 2,741 12,56,466 5,80,140 5,79,713 

• Rajshahi (parts} 674 • 3,55,742 2,19,631 95,018 

Malda 2,004 12,32,618 6,99,945 • 4,65,678 
• 

the two Table 27 ~bows the area ~nd 
parts of B~ngal. 

populations in 

• . .. 
TABLE 27. AREA & POPULATIO-c'T IN TWO PROPOSED PROVINCES 

AND IN THE PRESENT BENGAL AND STATES 

Hindu Bengal 

Muslim Bengal 

Area (sq. 
miles) 
40,750 

36),692 

Total 
popu]ation 

2, 78,32,449 . 
3,24,74,076 

Muslims 

91,26,604 

2,38,78,830 

Hindus 
• 
1, 70,70,574 

79,88,450 

• • States 5,434 11,53,852 3,66,254 7,42,700 
• • 

Present Benga7 82,876 6,14,60,377 3,33,71,6@8 2,i8,0~24 

This plan of division may be some improvement on what 
.. has been previously describe<\. According to this, the 

Hindu Bengal will extend over• a continuous stretch of land 
covering an area of 40,750 square miles. It is true that the 

~~re~ of Hindu Bengal will be 4,000 sq. mifes "'-igger t~ 
that or'M:uslim Ben~af, but it may be p~nted out that only . 
4~ per cent of the•total arable land of the present Bengal 

• will come under Hi!du :eengal. It will contain a population 
• df 2,78,32,449. The Hindus ·will number 1,70,70,574 and 

the Muslims 91,26,604. The communal percentages in the 
proposed Hindu Bel1'gal will be as follows : Muslims 32 .8, 
Hindus and other~ 67.2 The Muslim B~gal, on the other 
hand, will contain a population of if,24,74,076. There, 
the number of ,Muslims will be 2,38,18,830 arl'd Hindus," , 
79,88 ,450. The communal. percentages in the proposed. ··• 
Musl'im Boofctl wilPbe as foUbws :Muslims ~3.5, "!ion Muslims 
28 fi. )The Hindu Boogal wiU then contain some.46 percent 

& - ' ' 
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: of.'tlle· p;etlent 'popula~idn of'Bengal, ~b~ut ;the ~sallie :ak::.is 
.<the ·I>~j?e?y~~~.·<>r ·~~indus 'in 'i~e.· f>res.ent 1)~o~hice"~!'~41 
'Census) ; ·It 1s true that a large number of the·total Jlmdus 
(32%) -will'still'have to 1 iive ill 'the 6ther part' of ·:Beng~l, 

· .. but'that is unavoidable in any scheme that may be proposed. 
~ ,... r--~~ .. ;. v··· .,l .,.~,qi_,. 'l.., ·· . .'. ·( ' ' • '·f. \.f., ~· ;,;. ~IJ-} . .t:... ... • ~ 

•· . The questi01pof Hindus ,,bel0ng·ing 1to the so-called 
scheduled castes may now 11~ .. -,c?J?;sid~r~,d .. In 1941 they 
num&red aobo'ut 76 lakhs (75,97 ,404). If the province be 
partitioned purely on the· coin'inunal·1hasis ''(se~ table 13), 
some 45 lakhs· of the members of tte scheduled castes will • 
live in Hindu B(mgal ( 62 per cent of" tKe: total number) .• 
~Table 28 shows their distribution in 'the 7different parts of 
Hindu :ien~aJ. : , ; } · 

:1f. ' ~_.. ' . '- · ~ . • ~. ~ r. - ' 

TABLE .28. · NUMBERS o• MEMBERS OF'SCHEDljLED ,PAST~S 

.•. ·IN p!FFERENT PARTS OF ~~~D~ ;~,!N~AL ' 

• 

Population · 
hi;.-~: i~-

18,35,038 . 
"'-f ~ ~. 

. Burdwan ·division . ' 
Darjeeling district 

t~:. ~ . ":: • 

--~~~lpa~guri '' 3,25,504 
·:·r -~•;c::"t ;, • <. 

Ra~~plir district (parts) • 60,532 

Dinajpur• 
• • 

• Maida I 

· Calcutta 

Murshidabad 
,. 

. ,n 

• 

• • 

3,02,218 

•67i003 

. " • ; . 55;228 • 
"' ~ ·~ ~ .!. 

1,35,216 

Nadia 56,148 
-..1 {~ • ~~;: ',)r. ;.~~ 

, 24-Parganas " 1 6,82, 708 • 
~- 1'. t ' •-:~~--,(f.., 

Khulna .... " 4fl.2,527 
R'>;,. I , e ,,.:t ... :,•.'l 
~.aric:lpur ':~• _a,00,_4~0 

~ ~ .. r .. ;z~ · ,7r: . ..: 

1 pa~ganj •" " .t,l,7Q,1~6 
~· l . ' 

. HI~,U BENGAL " . ,_45,3.8,0Q1 
J"~ ' h\ . ';;' . ~·, . - . ~ 

·If the provoimie'be pl\l'titioned in'a different·way{seetable 27) 
r- the number ~ft4~.~embers of the scheq~l~d··.castes in Hindu 

"Bengai-·w.ill ~ljg_ht!;r increase~. Th~i~';vgr tieh, nu~ber 
4~3,527 1~-e. 63, per. cent of theu pre~ent ~trengt~, I TheJr 

• 
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distribl!tion in different parts of Hindu and Muslim &ngal 
have been shown in tables 29 and 30. In the States they 
number a little more than 2 lakhs (2,18,434); 2,06,448 in 
Cooch Behar State and 11 ,986 in Tripura State. • 

TABLE 29. NUMBER OF MEMBE:RS OF SCHEDULED CASTES 
IN DIFFEREmi! PARTS OF IIINDu BENGAL 

0 • ~opulation 

Burdwan division 18,35,038 

Darjeel.ing district • 28,922 

Jalpaiguri " 3,25,504 
• 

Rangpur " 1,44,725 

Dinajpur " . 3,07,832 

Maida 75,535. • 
jtajshahi " 21,119 • • 
Murshidabad 1,67,184 • 

• •• 
Nadia 1,43,682 

Jessore 3,14,856 

• Khulna • 4,70,450 

24-Parganas 7,43,397 
• 

Calcutta • • 55,228 

0 • 
Hindu Bengal 46,33,57! 

TABLE 30. NUMBERS OF MEMBERS OF SCHEDULED 
CASTES IN DIFFERENT :PARTS OF MUSLIM BENGAL 

• 

• , 

• 
Ra.ngpur district 

.Bogur• I .. 
Pabnt' • 
Dinajpm 

Rajshahj 

:My&ensingh 

Dacca 

• Faridpur 

BaMrganj 
• 

" • 

, 
, 

" • 
It", 

• Population 

3,50¢137!.. 

d' 61,303 ., 
1,14,738 

91,578 
• . . 54,531 

;:40,676 

• 4,09,905 

5,27,496 

4~7,66?. 

• 
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" ' 

29 

, ,Tippera 

'Noakhali < '' ~ • 

• 

' .. 
~ -~­, 
•' 

, Muslim . Bengal 
• ..• 

VII • 

P?pulation • '·, 

2~27,643, -.· • ' 

8I;im 
4 ' -~.' ~ ' 
57,024 

J .. ' ~ -

27,45,3.98 ;. ; t 
)_, ... -~..,~ . 

It may now be pointed out that in every cduntry 
of the world that has establishtd a new regime,, the older 

' provinces were invariably brcikeii' up' and newer ones w~re 
, created. France, German"y and the U.S.S.R. can be cited ' 
as e~aniples. In India; w~icheve7 'boundary line is;acce~ted, 
each of the two new provmces w1llhave an area much b1gger 
than··most of the import~nt autonomous state~ of ~e U !S.A. 
or auto~omous provinces of Canada. If,the U.S.A. with 
a .pqpulatiqn _of l~tle ov~ 18 crores can be divi?-ed ~to 48 
states, the present provinces of India ·with''a population of 

. 3o cr~res 'can very'well be re-constituted 'into a larger nun1ber 
' of regitlnal .units~ Tabie · 31 shows the· a~ea aJ:ld .. po:[mlation · 
'6f niost of the original•states in' the _U.S.A., wli'ich dommate 
today in the affairs of the country. · ·· ,. · · ·~> • '· 

· · • ·t J.-, '-./ ·.·:· • .. ~·U, t ~ 
TA~LE, 311J AREA ~D .POPULATION OF CERTAIN 

STATES IN THE U. S. A. 

• 
. . . 

•' 
Maine 

' ' States 

South ·Carolina 
,~t 

• • 

. .Area . Population 
Sq. miles. . (1930 Census) 

• 31,000 17,39;000' 

! -~est Vi_rginia 24,200 

• 

Mary~ '' · . 13,30~ • 16;MJ;OOO · -

v~~~o~t~' 9~0 : 3,60,000 
.... ~ "• ~· .• • h 

New Hampshire 
• ' . 

Massachusetts 

New,Jetsey 

Conne,ticut 

'j 9,300 

8,300. 

8,200 

5,000 

• 
-4;65,000 

42;50,000. 

~0,4I,OOQ 

16,07,000 

Delaware . , • .2,400 2,38,000 . . ' . Rh~de Island . 1,250 6,,87,00P _ 
~ f -· ·- •• '¥ J ........ ~. J,·> '··· ' • • '· ,._ 

. , 
• 
• 

• 
• • 

,, 

• 

• 
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The total population of all these states together dogs 
not even exceed that of the proposed Western Bengal, the 
smaller of the two provinces. In Canada two of the most 
important provinces-New Brunswick (27 ,473 sq. miles) 
and Nova Scotia (20,743 sq. miles) have each an area less 
than that of any part of Bengal, and a total population of 
10 lakhs only. In the U.S.S.R as may as •nine Soviet 
republics out of the original eleven hav~ consideratly less 
population than that of any of the proposed provinces of 
Bengal. The total population ~f all those nine republics 
comes to a little over 3 cr~res, (1939) as shown in the follm~ng 
table. 
• 0 

• 
TABLE 32. PoPULATION OF CERTAIN REPUBLICS IN THE U.S.S.R • 

White Russian S.S.R 55,67,976 
Azerbaidzhanian S.S.R 32,09, 727 
Georgian S.S.R 35,42,289 

4z'men~n S.~.R • 12,81,599 

• Turkmenian S.S.R 
Uzbek S.S.R 
Tadzhik S.S. R 
.Rszakh S.S.R 

12,53,985 

62,8~446 

!4,85,091 
61,45,937 

• Kirghiz S.S.R J4,59,301 

In Europe there are atleast• 13 inifependent countries· 
with an area not exceeding that of any of the two provinces 
of Bengal, and a population considerably less. 'J.'able 33 
shows the area and population of ce:Q;ain countries in ~urop-e 
as they were before W or.ld War II_. 

TABLE 33. AREA AND 'POPULATION OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES 
IN EUROPlf o 

Country 

Bulgal"ia 
Czecho-Slovakia 
Portugal 
Eire 

*Latvia 
~ *LithlMllia • ; 

*Estonia • 

Axea0 ~opulation 
(Sq. miles) 

39,800 60,90,000 
38,6Qj) 1,05,00,000 

~5:8oo 72,75,000 

27,000 
25,400 

tJI <II 
Denmark • 37,06,000 
Switzerland 41,67,000 

The Netherlands 13,200 • 85,51,000 
Belgium • • 11,800 83,00,000 

• 

• . 

Albania 10,600 10,,,000 

Enough has been said to indicate tpat both )n point • 
of area and poputation each of the two proposed provinces 
will hitve a stronger claim thall many· a countries in Europe • . . ' . . . . • [l Now included in. the U.S.S.R.] • 
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and autonomous statesJ
1
and provinces in North,:i\m€rica 

a1id republics of the Soviet Union. Even ,in 'ind-ia tpere _ 
are already at least two. in the list of :rp.ajor provinc~s; that_ 
are ~u~h. smaller in ai·ea_::_Orissa (32,1~8 'Sq. ,mile_s),'an'd 
N;.W.F.P. (14.,263 Sq. miles). And if the populati()p-figures 
be taken:· into account,' there are four provinces-tin. India , 
(Assam .. Qri~sa, N.W.E.P .. and' Sinq) which; co~taip_ Jess;· 

• a?;d. ~wp o~~e:s (~omb~y,and the Punjab),wiyp. abo-qt,the1 
same populatiOIJ. as that' of the proposed·-Western B.enga~. 
Moreover, there has already been a.move to create;~ew pro­
vin~s in other parts •of India.· The Madras_:' Assembly 
has recently pas_sed by an oyet"1wlr~Jming rp'~j~jjty th~ 
Government sponsored resoluti~n recommen:dirrg' to· the 
Constituent Assembly the division of Madras.· province 'i.n~ 
four provinces : TamiJn~d: Andhta'" Desa~ •· K~fala c. and 

·. .. • ·l"'" ~ . 
Karnatak~. , ·--· · ··"' . _.,_~ · r ~,:·:.. ;-:: 

(:'" ...... ~ ..-4.;. ~ . .,<··' . ~ o:-. ~-~ .. ;· ,_ . ....,.~·f. 
The .:pres~nt provincia,i i'bouhp.ru:ry,! isf:~n .a.f'tlficf&JJ~a"ne: ..... 

inlthe sense-that it has been-dfawrrimote asila:IiaJdmiliisfrlitive:: 
.convenience than_'Qi'l. fmy @tneri'consideration: I~ is ik:ifown~ 
to ·aiLtliat· one time the- name Benga;l i·nclud~.?- tlte '~-ncii(f~_of~ 
the possessions of the British in';Nor:thern Ina1a .. ~·D$:i1;fg: 
t,he Mphanrmadan pe:dod the name Btmgal ;\vas(appMed ~t:ti'£1 
tha~ portion~of the pr!3stmt B(mgal/which-lies~tb{tl:ie_ ~~Y 6~~ 
the Brahmaputra and !'outh of the Padma\'- In. t~e ®1~dW~ 

· . period there had bee1i a number Qf autoiJ-oni0jis.rproti~~es ~ 
. perhaps· loosely Jiderateci, each changmg:_ Its bolfndary 

a number' of times . ., Foe example; the ancienH .. kindom of 
~garidae as it was:kn~wn. to the·Greeks, fl.ouyished froni . 
350 B·,C .. to 200 A.D. This kmgdom had extended,froi.n the 
Suba1;narekha on the west to the Padma on the ea'st:,;J:nore or _ 
less coiil.ciding with the ~r~sent div:lsions oft Burd-\Van and 
Presidency. One also comes ·across the riam~s"'of·c6untries 

• ..,like B·an~, <iaura, Rarh, Pundra,-Varendra, Harmtsubarn~ 
S3J)latl1ta, Suhma and Harikela. l]a~h~ of! these 4ad ~cc"u­
pied 'some piut o country ~t· one ijine, other. T~ese 
old _names have some c ~r jhe ~ople of Bengal ana 
it may be suggested' that the proposed Western Bengal. be· 
named Gaur." Ba\lgai, and tthe rest of Bengal be included 
under _the name of.Sublrna-Banga, a,fter an ancient capital 
town of Eastern Bi:nigal, Sonar-gaon. • · 

. Another;.:pQ~t deserves special attention. It is often • 
·said that a:··divisi~n of Bengal would mean the distruption. 

• 1. 1:t is, in fact, a fiction that t\e desert plateau o:&.Nevada,.w.itli a ' 
population rL less·tl\an 100,000, is a sovereign ~tate i~ tLe senseo that 
N_ w York ~"-"S· S. A by Brog!l-n, .London, ,1+!41 .. ·• ·• ~~ 1- . •.. , 
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of a linguistic region. In Bengal the majority of the people 
speak Bengali language today, but who knows what will 
happen in future, as there are countries in other parts o\ the 
world, where the mother-tongue has been suppressed and a 
foreign-tongue has been deliberately fostered. And then 
even today some 60 lakhs Bengali speaking Hindus and 
Muslims live in the two adjacent provipces~Bih~ and 
Assam, as shown on the accompanying map. Besides, 

• 

' • • -
• • 
• 

• 
• 

0 • 

', ...... 
~-"" 0 ...... ' ...... 

I '.~ . ( 

• 

• 

• 

-. 

Hindi ryeaking population live in atleast three provinces­
Bihar. the V.l1 and 'the C.P .• It may also be poXJ.ted out 
that• the Jlinguistic met1wd ~f dividing Europe hae failed"-
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'Examples such as ;those of the Brussels Basin, the Middle 
Danube Plains and th~ J?alkans show clearly that the spa,tial 
~xtensiori of common language, does not necessarily comcide 
with \l).e territory of I]ational states ' 1 • Most of the countries 
in_ North and .South America tell the same story .. · When 
it comes to creating ;new autonomo_us provinces within a 
state, ~e withes of }3,}:-ge numbers of people residing in any 

• particulat area sh'buld have the first priority. The wishes 
of the, niajority. of pe!:>ple of Western Bengal have perhaps 
been well expressed in a reoent stat~ent issued to the. Press 
by •line of t]le great ~eaders of modern India. 

· To quote "Ten y*ears of communal 'raj' in Bengal hal'! 
produced disastrous tresults in every sphere of life. In 
respect of education~ trade~ commerce' services; land and 
property, women's Honour, religious rights, the minority 
comm~ni~. in Bengal has suffered immeasurably at the · 
hands of a ruthless c!pllmunal admin~tration. What· 

. Bengal.has passed th:·ough is not a mere comm~nal struggle . 
. It is a sinister and ]eld.nned.attel'npt on the part of an organi­
sed govgrni:rient to t~tilise 'its machinery secretly and openly 
to reduce the minor~ty community to ·a state of serfdom. 
It sho~ld not be overlooked that all this has happened when 
Bengal ]].as remaine(~ with4J_ a united India. The Centra_l 
Government being .l~na!>le to give any protection· to the 
minority' '.· I • 
· "Today tlie mAish . dover~ment has ~nnounced. that 
its rule ov~r India "1!11 c~ase not later than June, 1948. If 
~ ~uslim League 'does not agree to join the Constituent 
Assembly, Bengal may be cut off from the rest of India in 
the light of this abnouQcement. The Congress also has -
declared that it wiU not impose any constitution on any 
unwilling.area whioh is unrepresented in the Constituent 

• -:t\.ssembly~ :i! Beng~l's constitution_ is left to be aeterlllil»l<f 
by-a -body of pers ,I, the majority M ewhOillil. are ~om ina ted 
by the Muslim' Lee, licy, whet~r in or outside -the 
Indian Union, we min expec p!ote.b'tion whatsoever from. 
their hands. Our ohly salvation in such circumstances,ies 
in ijemanding for ohrsaJves a separate province which will 
be _large enough in/ area. and popul~tion a~d wherein ·'rill 
res1de more .tha~ t'yo-th~rds of the totai Hmdu populatiOn • 
of· Bengal.' ' l · . . '· . . . 

". . . . let us not allow emotion alone ~o determine vital ' . 
• mattel'B that affeet our ve~ existence. -~. won!~ all 

~ The.Italo-Yugo~}v Boundary~ by A. ~.Moo_die, L.on?':.n,,l945.~ 
~n . • ~ 



[ 34 ] 

have liked to see Bengalees as such living together in one 
united Bengal. If, however, the majority community cons­
stantly declare and demonstrate, to use the words of Mr. 
Jinnah, that there was nothing in common between Hmdus 
and Muslims, and indeed, that there was much that was in 
conflict between the two, why should we shed constant tears 
and ourselves pave the way for committing sd'icid~? Let 
others go their own way and see for themselves how they • 
can serve the best interest of their own community 11nd pro­
vince. Let us choose OOlr path oand build up at; least t~at 
portion of the province where we predominate. We sitall 
tnake that an effective bise for defending the rights and 
honour of any citizens in North-Eastern India. 1

" 

• The Amrita Bazar Patrika t@ok recently a Gallup Poll 
from among its readers with a view to ascertaining public 
opinion on the question of the proposed pa.tit:l'on of 
Bengal f~r the cr~ation of a separa-te homeland for Bengal 
Hindus, ana announced its results on April 23, 1947. 
According to the Patrika 5, 34,249 ans'ijers wer~ received • 
up to the 15th April, 1947, out of which 5,25,170 i.e. 98·3 
per cent voted for the 'Partition of Bengal. No comment 
is necessary. • 

VIII • 
The accompanying map also s}wws the concentration 

or dispersal of both Hind11 and Muslim populations. Genera­
rally speaking, Muslims prefer r!verine ~reas, and Hindus, 
relatively dry land above the cftooti-level. Hence, the 
greatest concentration of Muslims usually occur;r along ~ 
banks and sand-islands of the Brahmaputra, Padma and 

- Meghna. There are six such areas. The northernmost 
of these with over 90 percent. of !'luslim population occurs 
in the border region between Rangpur and Mymensingh 
llistricts, through which flows the Brahmapu!ra..: It com._. 
pr~ses f<Mi' , th~s Q{tlhumari in Ran ur ; Dewanga.Rj , 
Isla.mpur, and lYiela~aha in Myme · 1), and covers an 
lrea of 491 square miWs. <lA 1' _ e south occurs another 
·regi~m with great Mu~lim concentration (over 90%) on the 
right bank of the Jam una in the districts of ~abna and Bogra 
(Kazipur, and Dlmnol). This covers an area of ~27 
square miles. Th~ third Muslim concentration lies not 

• very far from the confluence of ' the Padwa 
and Meghna or- the Faridpur sidE». Its area is 96 
square miles. The remain in& one covers an area of 260 
square. mil~ 'omprising the. two islands bodering on the • 

L-~---2~--------------~--------· -~·--------r. ThJ Amrita Bazar Pl!trika, March 20, 1947. • ......_ .. . " 
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Shahabazp_ur channei of the Meghna (Daula,tkhan 1n.Ba,risa1 ; 
.and.Ra~gati -~ :N' oakha)i). ?'~ere ~re ~nly two. ar!3~s ,'Y;itp 
over 90 per cent of Muslims away from any large 1riv'er. Orie 
such~ occurs in the Bogra district',(Kaha1u), cpvering ari area 
of 93 sq. miles. The other occurs in the· Rajshahi district, 
. C?.rnP~ising the thanas' of Mohan pur ,'r~'urgapur an~ Bag·~~~~."' 
I~s: ar.~ is .e91 square miles; T~e predominantly J\1:.u~&i~ 

, .Jand (qv~r. 90%), therefo!e., cove~s some 1,448 square, D?-~les 
in 'wi<;Iely, scatt~red areas. · · · , . . . · Jl 

. ; The pe~centage of. Muslims li.~ems to r~n?e . betwe~~l 
70 -and· 90 m -the greater part ol the remarmmg -Mushm 
.majority. areas. This tract includes practically the ~h()le 
of the Muslim portion of the R\jshahi division, except ih ·­
the neighbourhood of the propofled boundary line, the whqle 
of

1 
the Myp1ensingh distri;t ,except a narrow fringe , in the, 

north. an~ east, t~e whole-of the Tippera dis~rict ·exc,eP.t in­
the Brahma:J)baria subdivision, practically the whole of the 
districts ofNoakhali and•Chittagong, and~ thP,O g:r;a.ater p_~-ft 
of the Bttkarganj district. In East· Bengal it is. only' ~iii the 

·;Dacca district that· the Muslims are not in an oveiwh~lilli!)-g 
majority. So also is the case in the north-western P!l-rt of 
the Barisal district . . ' · • ~ · · 

. fhe predominant!~ Hindu land (over 90%), on. th~;oth'm: 
hand, covers a much larger area. It covers in one stretch an 
area of 6,I52 square miles in the south~wes~ern part Of the 

. province. This ·block con~sts of tlie following administrative 
.areas :-Asansol ~u~division exceptKulti and Asansol ·(i'i? 
~,Jlliles).the Sadar sub<fivision of Bankura (I ,933 sq. miles), 

··sonamukhi, Bishnupur and Jaypm ·of the Bishnupuirsub­
, division . (389 sq .. miles), Jhargram subdivision· (I,l87 sq. 

' . miles), Sadar s-qbdivisioa ip. the'Midnapur district except th~ 
. thanas.of Midllapur, Keshpuf' and. Kharagpur town (l ,72I sq, 

• miles) ; J}h.tal and Chandrakona of Ghatal subdivision and 
-- t£e Gogliat. thana of Hooghly (3&6 sq. miles). The,re.afe 

two other sma · atches in· tht 'Ho~y d~trict' with 
Hindus over 90 per ·overinJ a(area of 142'sq; Miler: 

(I) Tarakeswar and Purshoortl. (2) Singur • .,,. : . . . . , 
· - 'And· again in th~ north there exists· a wide stretch Of 
.land where Hindus including so-calle_d: ~ribals Jorm more 
.than 90 per ~nt of _the tota~ population. It comprise~:~e 
the whole of the. district ofDarjeeling except the thana of 
Phansidewa, the northern .thanas. of. th~ .J alpaiguri dist_I:'ict. 
,(Kumargram, Kalchini, Mad'arihat, Nagarkata, Mitali). _The 
total ar~a here coines'to aMut ·2,ooo- sq. n\I~s. ··;· ·c~.e,tJ 
, . . . ' ' . 

/ . ' •• ' .- ... J._j 
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If the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts be taken 
into account, where non-Muslims form more than 90 per 
cent.of the total population, the area where Hindus including 
so-called tribals form more than 90 per cent of the •total 
population comes to about 1~,000 sq. miles. This area is 
much bigger than many of the independent states in Europe 
and South America, and may be taken as an •argument in 
favour of creating two provinces out of tlie present Benga~ .• 
This argument will be more forceful when it is known that 
in the remaining portio~ of the Eurdwan division (excep~ in 
the Kandi subdivision and two eastern thanas of the Burdwan 
district) the percentage of .II indus ranges between 70 and 90. 
The southern portion of tlie Jalpaiguri also shows the same 
I.igh percentage of Hindus. • 

Table 34 shows the number of thanas with varying 
percentages of Muslims in each district of B@flgltl. It 
appears that in Bengal there are tf~nly 23 thanas with over 
90% of 'Mustim population, whereas there are as many as 
78 thanas with over 90% ofnon-~uslim J,i!Opulatio1\. Hence. 
non-Muslims of Bengal may very well claim that the portion 
in which they predominate may be given the status of a 
province. 

TABLE 34. 

Birbhum 

Burdwan 

Bankura 

Midnapore 

~ooghly 

Ho~a'h -~ 

• 
NUMBERS OF THANAS WITH .ARYING PERCENTAGE OF 

MusLIM PoPULATION 

Over 80- 70- 60- 5{!- 40- 30- 20- 10- Below 
90% 90% ~% 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20% 10% 

0 1 • 1 2 6 4 

2 .5 fl"'-'1. 

3 16 

• • 1 !J :23 .. . ... \ 11 5 .. -·· . 2 4 6. -· _,;,; ••• 
2~ :J\\urs!iidabad .4 2 1 , 

.9 2 6 5 Nad~ oi 1 1 

Jessore 4 10 ~ 4 • 
• 

Khulna .. • 1 2 2 4 10 3 

• 24-Parganas 1 1 7 3 
, 

14 4 8 1 

• .-
Calcutta • 1 4 2 3 6 8 8 

• 
Darjeelh!g ., . . . •.. .. . . 1 11 

• • 
J alp:iguri! • 1 2 2 1 3• 3 & .. 

• 



.•: 
TABLE 34 ·(c'rn;tinued} . . 1 . ,, '" • ' ' . 

,, • 0 • ~ ' ~ - {. -\. 

• 
Over So-' 70.:.. -60-' 50- 40_:_ '3o:! -20~ 10- Below 
90% 90% SO% 70_% 60% 5o% 40% ?9%' 2o% 10% 

J -. .. • • f 1 . : l' f " . • .• ~-~ J 1 ' 

Dfuajpur 

Rangpur • 

•Bo~a 

Pabna 
• 

·Rajslia!li · 

Maida 

Mymensingh 

Dacca • 
Faridptir 

Barisal 

• 

• 

'· 2 .6 .. 7 .7 l 6 . 2 

c 5 i4 6 "2'' '2'·-.. 
5 7 . ,_ 2' 2' 

'1 4 

3 '6 

10; 2 

7 3 

. .• ~ . ·~ .. 
2 

2 2 

1 

2 2' ·. 1· 

3 24 10 • 10 

:1 

s· 

3 

6 

7 • 

13 

5 

3 ,13,. 8 3 
._..... . 

12 5 2 

2- 8 . 3 

t 5 . .. 2 

2 

3 

3 

l 

1 

3 

2 i 

• 
4 ' 

• • ~ ~ . ' .# • .• 

~,, """ 

• 

.. 

... 

Tippera 

Noakhali 

(?hittagon~ 

Chittagong H. T 

Cooch-Behar 

I· 

2 

1 

10 

Tripura 

. -BENGAL 
• 

• .. .. 1 

3 2 

1 3 

..... 

23 102 . 98 76 60 56 30 47 . 65 86 

• • • 
• • • .. . IX • .., • • - ' ' ......... ~-

A study of the~-ion figures ~f Beng~l districts ~ 
re?orded in different ~;;s~ ~~ulq reveal ho'Y rapid!Jr 
Hmdus have been decreasmg m Eastern Bengal. It will 
also be clear that• three ~f the Muslim-majority districts, 
Murshidabad, Maida and DinajpurwhiCh ~ay present today­
some difficulty in ~ffecting a partition, were in fact Hindu­
!fiajorit'y districts some time or other in the past. · Table 
26 shows tli.e popula\ion figures in each district per 10,000 
<1f the total population in eaclt census year; Based on 
~hese figure~ _the tlistricts of th~ prov inc~ can ,e". grotipe~ 
mto. five types. · . • · · ~ ·. ). 
I, • .. A 
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Type l-In this type one of the major communities has been incre~ing 
as against the decrease of the other. The province as a whole 
also shows the same tendency. The sub-groupings under this 
type_ are as follows : 

(a) Maida and Murshidabad; Hindu-Majority districts in <the past. 

(b) Nadia, Jessore, Dacca and Faridpur; Though Muslim-majority 
districts at present the difference between communal percentages 
was not as wide in the past as it is today. • . . " . 

(c) Khulna and Dinajpur; Muslims have been slowly decreasing. 
• 

Type 2-Muslims are in an overwhelming majorityo. The sub-groupings 
under this type &re the foli.owing :-

• 

(a) Rajshahi; The majority community shows a decreasing t~dency. 

(b) Pabna, Bogra, Bad~al and Chittagong-The majority commu­
nity has been increasing, but not too rapidly . 

(c) Rangpur, Mymensingh, TiPpera, Noakhali-The majority com­
munity has been rapidly increasing from one decade to the other . 

• 
Type 3--The Hindus are in an overwhelming majority. ~he sub-group-
. • in~ un<ier this type are as follows :-

(a) Birbhum and Burdwan-The majority comffilflnity has been 
r~:pidly declining. • ·o • 

fl;>) Midnapur, Bankura, Hooghly, Howrah-The majority community 
shows a decreasing tendency. 

• tc) 2'4'-Parganas-It is only in th:i4!l district that the percentage of 
Hindus was found to increase slightly • . 

Type 4-The Hindus form tile majority community and the tribal commu: 
· · nity is the second-largest. o 

0 
· · 

(a) Jalpaiguri-Hindris and Mtmlims" decreasing as against the 
increase of the tribal community. • -

• 
(b) Cooch-Behar-Hindu-majority State-Hindus slowly decreasing 

as against the increase of M,?-slims. 

(c) Tripura-Hindu-majori~ •state-A large number of tribals 
were brought back to the Hindu community during the· decade 
1881-91. • • . 

The Bengal!-~aking • • Type 5~\w3T~ forBJ,tWt important community. 
• poptil'irnOn ~ the minimum. 

{a) Darjeeling---;tin~ still mate . 
• (b) Chittagong H•n Tract -A number of Hindus were returned as 

t11ibals only in the last census. Hindus were moi:e numerous 
than Muslims till 1931.. • • . . 

Type 1(a)-1\i]JI,lda and Mursh1dabad. 

In both these districts Hindus ll'1d formed a clear 
majority at tlJ.C time of the 1881 C@nsus. IH lVIalda tl1c 
Hindus were larger in nu:r~ber than the rest of the commu­
nities til! ]#91, and even a~ the time of 1901 census 'they were 
'founfl to fbe more. numerous than Muslims. • Since 1901 

. ~ .; . .. 
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Fig. 8· • Fig: 9 ~ ' 
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A comparative study of the three major oommUAities ih different districts 
of Bengal per 10,000 of population in the resp<¥)tive distri<(~S. 

i ; ,, ' ' ( > •• ~.. • ••• ~ • 

[In both these figures the bottom line represents 3,000 Hindus,, an.<f~ thil.top line 
';00()eMuslims. It.is clear tha6 Maida was a non-Muslim majority district till 1901. 
~he proportion of non-Muslims'(Hindus and Others) has been steadify decrea~ing since 
881, ,11rid among-the non-Muslims the propo:Ption of others (tribals) also increased at 
he expense of Hi11;dus .. In. J;he distri.c.t.of Nadta.the colurans repJ\'>. ~ting J:!i!l.?-u.s are 
ound to decrease In~eig_ht]. , · ·" '· , .fl. l. ;•· • 1 ..... : •J.l . · 1,, ·d ..• •, 

• • . , -~ 4 ~ ;l ' 
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Muslims were found to increase steadily mainly by emigra-
tion from the neighbouring Muslim-majority areas, and by 
1941 they formed 56.7 per cent of the tota.I population . 

• 
In Murshidabad there was the same story. In 1881 

Hindus were more numerous than all the other commu­
nities put together. In 1891 Hindus we•e still more 
numerous than Muslims. It is from th.e beginni:tfg of this 
century that Muslims began to outnumber Hindus form one• 
census year to the next until they formed" 56.7 per cent of 
the total population in•1941. • · • . . 
Type 1(b)-Nadia, Jess<ere, Dacca and Faridpur : 

• It is true that in none of the above districts Hindus 
were ever the majority ~ommunity within the last 
sixty years, but their num hers in earli~ year 
were not very much less than those of Muslims 
in at <teasi; thtee Clistricts-N dtlia, Dacca and Faridpur. 
In all these three districts Hindus have been sielWily decreas­
ing on the one hand, and Muslims have~eensteadily increa~­
ing on the other hand. In the district of Nadia the rate of 
decrease varied considerably from one decade to the other. 
In the district of Dacca the rate of decrease of Hindus was 
more uniform. In both the dist;icts of Nadia and Dacca 
the rate of decrease has considerably slowed down during. 
the last decade, 1931-41.. In the Faridpur district the rate 
of increase of Muslims showed' down ~arlier (1911), It is 
only in the district of Jessonl" th~ the percentages of 
Hindus and Muslims remained about the same in al'l'"'t!!teie 
years. 

Type 1(c)-Khulna and DiijayP~r : 

,. It is only in these two districts that Mu~i!Dj have been 
~oowly ~creasing in number from one decade to the other.' 
In the DirbtJ . .,....dis~i~t Muslims were linoritv comtnunitv · • pu.L ' .. " • 

• during the two d~d~ 1901- ough in 1941 they re-
g~ined their doubtful m rity. In the Khulna district 
Muslims lost their majority for the firs~ time during the 
decade 1901-ll . • • 

Type 2(a)-Rajshahi : In this predo~inantly Muslim 
majority district the proportion of Muslims has been slowly. 
decreasing and ~hat of Hindus remaine<! almost "stationary. . . . 
Ty.,p~ 2(b)o lfld 2(c+-Pabna41 Bogra, BarisaJ and Chittagong. 
ltangpur, Jlymensi~h Tippera and Noakhali ; •. • .. . 
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~ Fig: lO • · .-·Fig 11 

~- A eomparative st1tdy ·or-the thre~r major communities in dif;~rent distric:s 
/ .of Bengal per 10,000 of popnlation in tho r11spective dis~ricts. · 

KHULNA .'HA;.!SHAHI • • 

• I • • 
[In the figure for Khulna the bottom line represents 3,000 _Hindus and the top 

Le 3:000 Muslims.• In this di•trict the columns representing_Hindus.are found to 
;rease in height. In th-3 figure for Rajsha.hi the columns representing Muslims lie 
low !Others'. :J'he botto.m !inc rep1e3ent.s 4!,000 Muslims. In this preclominant.]y 
Jslim district the proportien of Muslims hasebeen simvlj -decre,it~ sinc!f.' 1881]. . ' . -
,: • • . . • . !.., .. • 
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A comparative study of the three majoli commuflities in different rti,,t,,i,t.ollll 

of B~ngal per 10,~00 of population in the respective distritcs . 

• 
• 

• • [In both these figdres the bottom columns represent Muslims. The bottom 
~n each of these figures represents 6,0~0 Muslims. The Muslim co,Iumm rist; 
m the dictrict qfP. bna, w~1ereas in t}ljl district of Ran~ur they increase in 
mor~ .Papiily.] • • 
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""~ 
Fig. 15 , • 

A comparative study of the thre~ major communities 'in different districts 
of Bengal per 10,000 of population in the re6:pective dist;icts . 

• 

• 

[In both .tliese figures the tottom ·.line represents 6,000 Hindus, _and the. top line • 
'lus!ims. The col~ns representing Hindus in the district of Birbhum are steadily 
~reasing as agafnst the increas~ of the Muslim columns. In the district ofMidnapore­
ther the Hindu columns nor the Muslim <jplumns show any appreciable· change 
~ept in 1941, wlien the proportion of Others (tJ;ibals} increased as ,aifust th&decrease 
the Hindus.] - • • • . • . . ' . . 

' • • 'I' 
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In the predominantly Muslim majority districts of 

Pabna and Bogra the proportion of Muslims has been in­
creasing, but not as rapidly as in the districts bordering on 
either ~he Brahmaputra-Rangpur and Mymemringh or 
on the Meghna-Tippera and Mymensingh. The districts •. 
of Barisal and Chittagong show an increase, alternating with 
a decrease or no change. The net result i11dic~ed a defi­
nite rise in the Muslim proportion ino between the census 
years 1H81 and 1941. · H may be printed _out that in Chitta•­
gong, which is a Muslim-majQrity district the tribal figures 
instead of increasing 0as in a Hindu-majority district. -rather 
declined. 

0 

• rrype :3(a)-Birbhum and Burdwan : Birbhum is the only 
district in Western Benga,l "'here the proportion of Hindus 
has been steadily decreasing and tha,t of Muslims slo"'>dy 
increasing, though Birbhum is still a predomir~ntTy Hindu­
m«jor,jty dist•·ict. In the district of Burdwan tho same 
trend is noticeable, though the rate of decrease of Hindus is 
much slower. Unlike in the districteof Bir bhum, t,hc pta­
portion of J1uslims did not show an appreciable increase 
between the years 1881 and 1941. 

• 
Type 3(.b)-lVIidnapore, Bankura!, Hooghly and Howrah 

In all the districtfi belonging· to this type the commuua1 
J!Crcentages remained a,bout ~e sam~ during the last sixty 
years. It i::; also clear that ~ t~ districts of Midnapore 
and Baukura the percentages of Hindus show~l a s~J fall 
with a consequent rise of the percentages of the tribal ~o­
mmunity at the time of the 1941 census . 

• • 
Type 3(c)-24-Parganas : 'rhe percentage of Hindus slowly 
increased and that of Muslims somewhat d~r~lllsed. .. . .• 

-~ . -J:'ype 4(aJ ::::ffl:"tpa~uri : ~he ~ges of Hin~us and' 
• Muslims declined dlte~ly ~,1, a~d. that of the tribal 

ceommunity increa~d because of the fact that it is a tea-
growing district. • 

• • 
Type 4(b)- Coo~h Behar In this Hindu State the 
percentage of Hindus was found to d~crease and that of 
Muslims to .increase. The increase in. the latte¥ percentage 
is due to the fact that a large number of land less Muslim 
cultivat~·s, from. the nei~bouring dist1~icts emigrate info 
~.Ifis jtate yery ye1r. • 

• 
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24 p~~g~~~~;;7.~ .. : l? ~'"· \·:: .•. 
A <oomparative study of the three major communities in different ll'lstriets 

. of Bengal.pet 10,000 c;~f population in, :th() r~spec~iv~ _distrif:!tS: ;, .~ 
• .;~:J·J~::. ~; "' 

[In the figure for the 24-Parganas the bottom line repres~nts 3,000 Hindus, aml 
the top line, 3,QOO M~slims. The columns ~epre~~ntip.g .Hindus extend upwar<i.... 

as far as the boj;tom of ·'Others'.' (white);; the columns.repre~enting .Muslims. ex~ena-' 
W>wnward as f~r as the to~ of others. It is clear that the proportion,·of Muslims 

. has been slowly decreasing m this district, and that of Hindus slowly increasing. In 
the figure for Cooch Behar. the bottom line·represents 6,000 Hindus. The numbers 
of Muslims .<!an be read •directly, .taking :t\e .. ~op li~1e as 0.-. T e ~olurtJ.flt'l.,represent.ing 
Hindus are foun• to decrease, and those representing Mu3hms e found t.> increase] 

.-- • ~ • "''' •• _,{"",:-. , . ..6.1...,; 

• 
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·fype 4(c)-'l'ripura : This is also a Hindu-majority State ... 
But unlike in Cooch-Behar the percentage of Hindus slowly 
increased and that of Muslims decreased during the last 
sixty years. • The state authorities clearly demonstra,ted 
that there is no justification for keeping out the tribal 
community from the Hindu fold. 

• • Type 5(a)-Darjeeling : It is in this distl'"ict as in Jalpai-
guri that the }Jercentage of Hindus dropped. sharply from 
1931 to 1941 because oft~e inclu~on of a large number of 
Hindus in the Tribal fold. The percentage of l\iusli~s 
somewhat declined. 

0 

~pe 5(b)- Uhittagong Hill Tr~ctD' : 'l'his is the only 
district of Bengal where the tribal community is the largest. 
During the decade 1881-1901 the percentage of Hv1dus 
increased and that of Muslims and tribals decreased. The 
percentag~oHhe thbal community,.ose sharply twice (1911 
and 1941) at the expense of Hindus. -: 

• •• 
In conclusion, it may be pointed out that in the predomi­

nantly Hindu-majority districts, the percentage of Hindus 
was found to decrease and that of :1\Juslims remained tons­
taut from one decade to the other, whereas in the Muslim­
majority districts the percentage of Muslims went on increa­
sing and that of Hindus went on decreasing .1 It may also 
be emphasised that due to the pol!cy of '~turning as tribes 
all members of tribal communitie~ no• matter what their • individual religion was,' Hindus were affected much ~ • 
than the Muslims at the time of 1941 census. A comparison 
of population figures between one Muslim-majority district 
district like Chittagong and • a• Hindu-majority district 
li,ke Midnapore or Bankura will amply bring out ~his_ fact . . •• . 

• • .-----------;;;:,--------:311111"'----·---·----
.1. See fig. 2. Antilog~ 3·~ is 8 mensingh) 

Antilog oj 3·89 is , 62 (Midnapore) 
• 

That is to say, in the year 2,041, the positi~n in th~two districts will 
be as follows - • • 

• ,. • Mymensingh-a Muslim-majority district- The nup1ber of Muslims in 
exects of Hindus per 10,000 population will be 8,128, the present differ· 
once being 5,584. • • • 

Midnapore-11 Hindu-majority disirict - Tho number of Hindus in 
execss of•Musli!ilS er 10,~00 population will be 7,762, tlte present· differ-
ence 1>etng J',633. • • 
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TABLE :'15 NUlliBERS OF HINDUS, MUSLIMS, AND OTHERS 
- PER 10,000 OF THE POPULATION 

• 
Birbhmn 

• ' . 
Burdwan 

1881 

7,764 
2,053 

183 

,1891 

7,436 
2,127 

437 

,190i 

7,289 
2,235 

476 

1911 

7,024 
2,381 

595 

1921 

6,805 
2,507 

688 

J931 

6;717 
2;669 

614 

liJ41 

6;548 H-
2,741· M: 

_711 0 

8,~49 8,030 7,968 7,934 7,799 7,862 7,372 H· 
1,898 1,921- 1,876 1,888 1,851 !,856 l; 786 M 

• 253 49 156 178 - 350 282 942 0 
_-----~---___ · --------· -----.---~---·---· ------
B~kura 8,743 8,604 8,740 8,696 8,632 ,9,099 8,363 H 
' 444 424 "458 -454 457 459 431 M 

~idnapore 

• Hooghly•_ 

Howrah -

Nadia - • 

813 972 802. '850 911 '442 ' 1,'206 0 

8,878 
652 
470 

8,il22 8,&!45 
651 • 664 
527 . 491 

8,781 
686 
633 

8,053 8;142 
1,937 1,8!162 

10/ :!1 

8,0i9 
1,956 

- 36 

7,92a 
2,043 

32 

8,207 8,108 
1,759 - 1.688 

34 -204 

7,908 
2,059 

33 

I ' 

7,867 
2,073 

60 

8,820 
677 
503-

8,906 -8,406~-
759 - 773 M 
335 821 0-

8,192 8,293 7,988 H 
1,608 1,617 1,503 M 
- 200 • '!0 509 0 

7,928 
2,030 

42 

7,830 
2,127 

43 

7,950 H 
1,990 M -

\60 .o 
6,202 
3,733 

65 

6,277 
3.651 
• 72 

6,304 
3,624 

72 

6,269 6,421 6,420 
3,614 ·. 3,462 - 3,365 

6,532 H 
3;247 M 

221 (j 'Jl8 117 215 

6,260- 6;517 6;505 6, 7 50 
3,178 2,981 2;948 • 2,696 
5~ / 50:!' 54 7 554 

4-,388 
5,573 

39 

4,192 4,056 
5,762 5,895 

46 •49-

3,972 
5,953 

-75 

7,083 
2;303 

6i4 

3,911 
6,018 

71 

6,871 
2,600 

529 

7,262 'ii 
2 359 Ivi 
_,379 0-

3,753 3,739 H 
6,177 • 6,126 M 

70 135 0 
---------------------------~~------------~·-·· 
Murshidahad 

.Jessore- • • -. 
Khulna 

Rajshahi 

Dinajpur 

. . 
Jalpaiguri 

• 
• 

5,174 
4,809 

17 

4,9i8 4,827 
4,946. ~077 

96 96 

4,688 
;3;197 

115 

4,505 4-,301 
5,357 "5,556 

138 143 

4~053 H 
5;655-M 

.292 0 

3,962 
6,036 

3,871 3,799 3,811 3,795 3,944 H 
~-M 

35 0 
_ 6,12~ Vi~ ~ ~~ 

5,003 5,D22. 5,0.31•H 
4-,975 4,950 4,936 M 

'22 28 •33 0 
------------~--~---

4,7.59 
5,159 

82 

6,326 6,598 
.3,585 3,265 

89 ---137-

2,223 
7,763 

.14 

4~636 ' 
4,957 

407 

~790 
2~02 
'·308 

2,132 
7~56 

112. 

2,137 2;281 · 2,095 H 
7,654 • 7,579. 7,465 'M 

209 140 440 0 
4,499 4-,409 4,522 . 4,020 H• .., 
4,884 4,907 5,051 5;020 M 

617 684 4-27 9_60 0 

6,063 5,502 6,753' 5,038 H 
.2,631• _2,47~ ll,399 •_2,332 M 
1,~06 __ 2,023 r: '84!l,· . ~.6~0 o 
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'T',\RLE :1fi (Continu.ed) 

Rangpnr 

I3ogra 

Pahna 

l\Ial<la 

1881 HHH 1901 loll 1921 1~-:n 1"41 
8,1'7"i. -7,666 7,542--7,T4i-i,120 7,412 {743H 

527 448 370 356 301 263 2~1 ~1 
1,302 1,887 2,088 2,503 2,5~2_,<1_?~ 5,014 2_ 
3,892 3,719 3,605 3,370 3,155 2,877 2,789 H 
6,099 6,272 6,366 6,578 6,803 7,079 7,141 ]\f 

______ 9__ 9 29 52 4~- ~~4 _ L'Z~__9-

1,918 1,887 1,804 1,695 1,6~4 1,635 1,488 H 
8,081 8,087 8,182 8,239 8,249 • 8,336 8,393 .M 

1 36 14 66 87 29 119 0 
--- 2~7-56 -· 2,-65~- 2,514 ·2,480 2,406 ___ 2,299 - 2,25 •• -a 

7,242 7,339 7,483 7,511 7,583 7,6 0 7,707 M 
-- -- 2 3 It 3 9 .!:_!. _____ ~. . 37 0 

5,337 5,021 4,982 4,636 4,063 4.217 3,778 H 
4,638 4,720 4,807 • 5,0~3 5,151 5;428 5,679 M 

25 259 211 331 786 355 543 0 
---------~--~--- --.------- --~----

4,048 3,865 3,729 3,554 3,420 3,277 3~31 H 
5,910 6,008 6,226 6,396 6,536 6,681• 6,729 M 

·----~~-. -~7 45 ~0 44 42 40 0 
MyrnenP-ingh 3,235 3,011 2,781 2,566 2,427 2,289 2,152 H 

6,679 6,902 7,141 ],344 7,11491 ~ 7,736 M 
86 87 78 90 82 55 112 0 

Fnridpur 

B:i L :trg:ucj 

Tippera 

4,008 3,882 3,786 3,652 3;625 3,586 3,483 H 
5,975 6,098 6,190 1>,320 1>,346 6,380 6,478 M 

_____ 1~. 20 24 -~~-----2()_ __ ~~--.!139_0 
3,286 
6,669 

45 

3,363 
6,633 

4 

3,159 3,115 2,9~2 2,875 2,765 2,701 H 
6,791 6,829 6,974 7,056 7,163 7,233 M 

50 56 M 69 72 66 0 

3,124 2,938 ~,768 2i579 2,414 2,280 H 
6,867 7,054 7,223 7 ,!!12 7,578 7, 709 M 

9 8 o9• 9 8 110 
• Noakhali 2,577 2,457 

7,533 
10 

2,404 
7,588 

8 

2,306 
7,fl85 

9 

2,235 2,147 1,8~ • 
7,415 

8 

Chittftgong 2,430 
7,083 

487 

7,757 7.846 8,135 M 
8 . 7 . 6 0 

------·-- -------~-~-~ 
2,343 2,352 • 2:"302 2,258 2,183 2,128 H 
7,169 7.15~ 7,219 7,281 7,380 7,4fi4 M 

488 .395 479 461 437 318 0 .... -

Chi~ong Hill 1,997 2,40~ 2,915 1,821 1,72'!' Hl7 H 
Tracts~ -1.l.a, o4~ 398 421 386 2~~ 

__,.,.~ ____ ""7':i85...:.;_t8_5 _ __,.k"~1_4_I_fl...:)'-58_7_......:...~"'--::.:....._· 8 __ 7_:.8_8_7 _ 9,?0~ Q 
C~"ch Behar 7,094 .;.t2a- 7,0 fi,432 6,163 H 

• 
Tripurn 

·- ·-------
BRN!JAL 

2,896 2,Q50 2, 7 3,534 3,787 M 
10 27 14 34 50 0 

1,022 6,670 
• 2,818 2,6!18 

6,160 • fi32 

4,882 4,767 
4,969 5,068 

149 165 

------~~----

6,877 
2,615 

508 

4,700 
5,119 

lSI 
• 

6,81f6 6,822 
2,829 2,703 

285 475 

4,.523 4,372 
5,234 5,j55 

243 273 

fi,840 6, 779 H 
2,712 2,409 M 

448 822 0 
·--------
4,348 4.198 H 
fi,444 • 5.430 M 

208 372 0 

• • ~ • 0 
• •[ Ji-HiTus; M-l'l!uslims; 0-0thers]. • • 

• 

.. 



49 .. 
Vi: A.; 

_\ 

-If t.he Punjab is to_ be partitiQned, as_recomlllen~ed 1by~ the 
_Congre!l~, the ~~P,~}-1~ _in ~engal can_yery well!~ay that their · 
demand for the partitiOn of Bengal IS far stronger .and based 
on surer gi;ounds. In the non-Muslim ·part· of Bengal-it is 
only one •omu.unity that predominates, whereas in th!;ni~n­
MusUm:par:t ofthe,Punjab are.to he fpu;nd ~wo_communities,,. 

-rlindus .and Sik~s. In b~th the provinces. p.on-Musliins __ 
outnumber Muslims by an ov~whelmillg inajotitsr in districts 
that \re contiguous and pretty larg:. i_.-.,.: ••• ' -

. -The. presen't' Pu'nj aU has" an are~ of: 1'.is ,61 (rsq ~ miles 'and 
contains a population of a_.Iittle over 3 ~crores (3 .50 ,13;017) ,-Ji 

. according to .the 1941 censas. Not only, in,"c"the Punjab • 
the area involved is considerably hi.rger' than that of Bengal, -
but stat~s t~!~Ccupy a much larger proportion of the total•area . 
in the Punjab than:in ·Ben~l. -And theh uJllike- in Bengal; , 
states do not occupy marginal areas in the Punjab•. "ln. both: 
tJ:le .province~wevi.r, Mus'W.ms-fotm the. majority-:9_ommu!' · 
nity. · , -.· ... : .. -.. 14 ~~ • •• , ._-.-- • l .--. ··~ .~ .. ""!!~ ~.{~-: ·""t _"'H! _ 

Tab~e 36. ~hqw~'- area ;nd 'p'opulations)n .the' provin~e i 
ap_d Sta~s of the Punjab: ' · ' · 

- . ,, ' .. 
'-- · TABLE-'36. 'AREA i:N-D·Po:PtrliTi(m' ,Y.;".. ~ .• .,. 1, 

/ ~ .. .. 
Area Total Muslims• Hindus. ;,. _ Sikh!!•,. 

(sq. ~iles) :t::~p~lation .• , . , 

Province- 99,089 2,84,Hl,819• 1,62,17,242 ·- 75,50;372 41,65,167 
• 

s·~tes- ' " 38,146 • 55,o3,554 

Hill States- 11,375 ' 10,90,644 

22,5i,359 ::- :· 18,55,958 

46,678 10,25,300 

13;88,406 

18,478 
''. -. -. •· -

The Punjab 1,48,610 · 3,50,13,017 1,9fJ,15,379 1;04,31,630 55,72,051 

It then: aw.ea.s that the per6entage' of Muslims in the 
Pmw (52.9) is abo~~ the same as t~t.i:q_~~Xn trrlr 

._p:ovince itself the P. .ntag~ ?.f _Muslims.J5 . IS some~h~ 
higher than the corresp · fig'* t\ Bengal and the • 
percentage of non-Muslims is ess (Hindus 26.6% ; Sik-'-s 
14.6%) than that .in· Bengal. If for one and a half crores 
of Hing~s and Sil~~.s the-.run:jab)Jas ~t1 ~o be P.artit~oned, 
then the' wishes of 2! crores of Hindus"in .Sengal cannot be 

_ ignored. · ' ! •: -'" • ·' • ' .' -- ' ' •· -. 

In -the Punjab a~ii1·Bengai tHere ar1ttwo administrativ~ 
divisions. with non.~M.l?'§lim m~jority and three Mm~lim­
majority div.isionso. Table 37 s.!.ows area and tOfl_ulatioj1s _ 
in each div.i8ion. , • · ·· • • 
~ · ~t · r ';... ·· ( ,.. ~ ~~ ~ ... ,·\~ .._ .... · .• 
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TABLE 3 7, AREA AND POPULATION IN EACH DIVISION IN THE PUNJAB 
• 

Area Total Muslims Hindus Sikhs 
(sq. miles) Population 

Non-MusUm 
Majority • • 

Ambala 14,750 46,95,462 13,18,136 -ao,99,483 2,67,502 

Jullundur 18,992 54,38,581 
0 

18,77,742 19~50,802 15,84,753 
• • • Muslim Majority 

Lahore 12,203 72,18,001 
0 

41,99,658 12,01,062 14,79,792 

Rawalpindi 21,381 47,00,958 40,201141 4,14,670 2,43,296 -Multan 31,763 63.65,817 l8,01,565 8,84,355 ·5,89,824 

The non-Muslims have therefore an overwhelmin~mftjority 
in the eastern pa.,rt of the provinc~, co~prising the divisions 
of Amb~a ~nd Jullundur and covermg an area of 33,742 
square miles. In the Ambala div.ision t~ no:rl!'M'r!'slims have. 
the maximum concentration, but even here this percentage 
(72%), it may be remembered, is not as high as the corres­
ponding percentage in the Burdwan division of Ben~al. 

• 
TABLE 38. THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE THREE COMMUNITIES 

IN THE PUNJAB DISTRJ.CTS (1941) 

Ambala Division : • 
Area Muslinfs H:l!ldus Sikhs 

(sq. miles) 0 • 
Hissar 5,213 2,85,208 • 6,52,676 67,59o-

Rohtak 2,246 1,66,569 7,80,474 8,330 

• Gurgaon 2,234 2,8~9!2 5,60,498 3,511 

Kajna1 3,126 3,04,346 6,66,036 • ~2,970 

~bal&~-- 1,~n; 2,68,999 4,10,333 1,63,52!-

• ~imla );. ~466 1,580 

Jull'l.fll,dur Division : • 
Kangra 9,979 43,249 8,38,4'119 17,059 

• 
Hoshiarpur • 2,19~ 3,70,759 4,68,225 3,15,279 

• 0 

Jullundvr 1,334 5,09,804 1,98,180 4,13,255 

Ludhiana 1,399 3,02,488 1,669678 3,<t7,&23 

F~:'Pu' 0 ~ 4,085 6,4lt,448 2,79,260 4,91,337 
• • • 

La~r8 D~ision • • Lahore 2,595 1~;27,772 2,84,351 3,!5,566 

• 

• 

~ 
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'!'ABLE 38 (Continued). 
Area Muslims 

(sq. miles) 
.,. 

,, 
Hiudus - Sikhs 

" ' ' .. 
Gurdaspur '5,89,923 2,83,192 ~ : -_2,30,134 ' ,,.;! 

I· S!aijmt 
r, ,7;39,318 2,31,114 1,45,!119 

-.. 

. ~ 
' 

. I~. •' -< t . ! 

sa:-hpur 

Jhelum 

Rawalpindi 

· Aftock 
., < 

Mian~ 

M ultan Division : 
Montgome~ 

Lyall pur 

.Jhang 

Multan 
Muzzafargarh 

Biloch transforn-

" t-,, 

6,4~,7~6 1,07,887 

5,42,344 77,740 
l 

•.) i1 .'. d-

9,45,609 84,643 
• f ;· -· \ ,. 

4, 770 . < 8,35,91~- - • .• 1,00, 708 

2,774 ' _,5,~3,033 .- . 40,879 .· 
~ ·,. 

2,022 6,28,193 82,463 

4,148 

5,401 

.. .., . 
6,11,128 
'·· .• 

. 4,36,260 

• 
4;204 9;1'8,564 ... '· -. 
3,522 8,1-7,5!8 

3,415 '< • 6, 78,736 

5,653 • 11,57,91~ 

5,605 6,16,074' 

9,364 ~12,?78 
• 

• • 

43,190 

62,787 

• 
! 

1,91,182 

1,62,295 

1;29,791 

' 2'42 981 ' '~ . 

·-;._· 

90,547 

67,393 

. ) .. ·, 

J .,1,01,2~i 
·'· 1,72,439 

L 

'• ·IJ'l" ¥·,;' 

' 70,30,9 
.t-- ~ ... -- ., . 

. 49,605 

- 25,016 

70,263 
'! 

21,053 
·•' 

6,950. 

• -
< 1,95,256 

3,04,798. 

'12,360 

; • 70,165 

6,010' 

I 1,2~3 

tier tr~ct 4Q,084 160 2 

.. 
: 

~ ~ ; 

-
'• 

• Table 3~ ·shows_ the dis_tr~~ution of the. thr~"major 
communities in the districts of. the Pu:r~jab. T~is t~ble 
should be compared wi~h. tlt'ble 6.. In the Punjab none of 
the districts in the Ambala and Jullundur divisions has a 

• Muslim m~iodty., And in the Lahore division one dist~t 
IL. ha.ilo.a., clear non-Muslim--majority~l\Jiri~r~ch being 

conti15uous, · ca_n vel'"y . well b~ , a~~o the noh cMuslif!l. • 
Provlnce. It 1s only m""-the ~:pc ~urdaspur some 'di­
fficulties may ati~e due to the fact that fn most of the tesh~ils 
(corresponding to thanas _in ·Bengal) non-Muslims .outnumber·. 
Muslims, though in the district as a whole Muslims have a -
bare majority. The portion~ of the distri<!t lying to the east 

·. ·of the Ravi may b~ added to-the non-Muslim provin<!e. ~ 
-/~ . . The t!nclosed :rrtap, drawn on the basis of communal 

j)erce:p.ta;ges of thre~ major communities, gives a_ clear idea . . ' ~ ' . .. ~- . . . . . 
• 



[ 52 J 

of how the partitioned Punjab will look like. The Ravi 
and Sutlej rivers will help in the drawing of the boundary 
line. The non-Muslim Punjab will include all the eleven 
districts "of the Ambala and Jullundur divisions and the 
Amritsar district and part of the Gurdaspur district of the 
Lahore division. All the remaining districts will form part 
of the Muslim province. The distributiort of 4he three 
communities in the proposed two provin<!es will be as follows .• 

TABLE 39. AREA AN,P POPULAi:ION IN THE TWO PROVINCES 
O#THE PUNJAB : 

Area Total
0 

Muslims 
(sq. miles) Populatwn 

Hindus Sikhs 

... Non·Muslim 35,314 1,15,47,919 
. 

•38,53,573 52,67,063 23,66,328 

Muslim 63,775 1,68, 70,900 1,23,63,669 22,83,302.--17,98,839 

The non-MusliJll province will cqptain a population of about 
one cro~e a'nd 15! lakhs, that is to say, 40 .7_per cent of the 
total population of the presen~ provi~e. ~ percentag!=l 
is about th"e same as that of non-Muslims in the present 
province. It may be remembered that the division of 
Bengal has been suggested in such a way .that th~ Hindu 
Bengai may have a population alJout the same as the non­
Muslim population of the present province of Bengal. Of 
the total population i:Q the newly created non-Muslim· 
province, the communal perctlntages • will be as follows : 
Hindus-45.7 ; Sikhs-20.5; Mw;li:m.'l-33.4. 

And, on the other hand, in the Muslim provin~ th.ol 
communal percentages will be : Muslims-73.3 ; Hindus-
13.5; Sikhs-10.7. It will now.be interesting to compare 
the communal percentages• ih Muslim and Non-l\fuslim 
portions of the Punjab and Bengal, 

0 0 -

' 
" 

... 
• 

TA~ • ..,&. C~ATIVE STUDY OF THE COMMUNAL P~­
CE~ IN THE Pu~B AND BENGAL 

0 
0 C's!ims Non-Muslims 

., 
• (percent) (-p'ercent) 

non-Muslim Province • • • • • Punjab 33·4 66·6 

' . Bengal 32·8 67 ·2· 

Muslim Province • 
Punjab 

0 
• 73 ·3 26•7 

• • • i3engal 73•5 26·5 • 
• 

• • • 
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·: ~:~.··· ' -~~- . f ~... ': . ... 
rt,hC obVidus conclusiOn ·is that thete~ exists'a striking 'slinl-

.. \arity between_ the Punja_b and Bengal even)nthe matter' 
, of communal percentages both in the Muslin:L and non-
"Muslim areas:··· ._,,., · \ .,,._;,·!, ., • ~-11 ·' ;_;·r;. - 1l 

•J''• 

\' Jt '- ~- _, 

I. t: • ·>~· .• t.o:.XI · > ,_. · 
·'• 

•. In B€ngal there 'are t;,o Statet whicll' occupy an ·area 
of 5,434 sq. miles and contain a population · of ll ;53 ,852. 
These States occupy- marginal !treas, and . have r_eligip-qs 
affinity arid·'economic'~·ho~ds with ·the Hindu portion· oj. , 

~engal. One of these Gooch-Behar. is also:.contiguous .t-o 
the p~sed Hindu. Bengal, a~d,,may very well join the 

·Hindu province. The'fa~~ of the'other Hindu' State, Tripura-
· is difficult to imagine. It will be bordered' on U!Qo~West and 
south by~ Beng;:tl and on the north and east bv Assam. 

:If 'it. decides to joi1f the 1\llislim BEmgal by' virtue vo( conti­
guity the areas and populations of the two :proposed !BengM 
provinces will he as follows :- · · ' · 

. ..- '. ' · •..•• , .... 1 ? ·. .• .. ,i· 5-. ··.:.-i '1 
• 

I -..•,.,., .'" l t ·., ~ -l. l_. 

TABLE 41. AREA AND POPULA'!'IONS OF THE TWO PROVINCES 
' .•. ' . t !i !· 1 .. ' ..... < 

INCLUDING THE 'S1ATES 

A.rea ~.Total -' Muslims · ' 'Hintlus .i · ·'1 

• 
(sq. ~les) i'opulation 

r •• ~ ·, t .-. ." 6 r 

•• . ~ .. ·r ·:;...,:-~ 

·' ot~. '1 .. 
• Itindu Bengal 42,068 -2,84, 73,291 93,69,288 1;74,65,522 

.. 

· 'l\f~slim Bengal 

Pres~?-t .J?engal 

• • 

:.. , 1 i t~ 

_40,808 ' 3,29,87,086 
f ~ • ~ ,. . ~. ~ 

~?,87,6~t 6,l'll;~o,377 
-~ ~,It • ._ ... 

• ' ~ ' f 
2,40,02,400 83,36,202 

,._ ~~ • r • 

. . . . )"'::.~ :.• . ' ' ~ -~ . - " .. , ; ..., 
'- -ln the Punjab there are a numoor-of .ta~hich may 
complicate the issue of...,artition o~s province from ~e_ 
geographical point of :View. ·"'-the~:ftls there' are as·many 
as 14 'States and in the hills four important and a numb~· of 
minor states. Of thes~ only three.~ Bhawalpur, Khairpur 
and Kapurthala are Muslim-major~y states.~ The first 
two_ q£ _these ar~ ctJntiguous_ to. :the proposed Musl~ province ; • 
and may gravitat.e ~owards~1t. All the rema1nmg ~tates 

• have ·'~t· only reli~i611s affinity 'and economic bonds· with 
. the prC?posed Snon-Muslim bu~ are -also contiguous.( They 

may join the oon-Muslim prCNince. T.able 1-shows. the 
area and ~opulation of the Punjab s1iates. . . 1 • . • · . ' . . 
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TABLE 42. PUNJAB STATES 

Area Total 
(sq. miles) Population 

Mu8lim State 24,128 20,25,376 

Bbawalpur • 17,494 

Kbairpur 

Kapurtbala 

Non-Muslim 

5,989 

645 

States 25,393 

Dujana 

Pataudi 

,..Loharu 

Mandi 

Suket 

91 

53 

226 

1,139 

392 

Malerkotl- • 16iJ' 

"Faridkot 

Chamba 

Patiala 

Jind 

637 

3,127 

5,942 

1,299 

13,41,209 

3,05,787 

3,78,380 

45,68,822 

38,666 

21,5;0 

27,892 

2,32,593 

71,092 

88,109 

1,99,283 

1,68,908 

19,36,259 

3,61,812 

Hindus Muslims 

2,80,152 15,66,258 

10,98,814 

2,53,690 

sikhs= 

1,73,510 

• 70,451 

1,622 

1,69,002 

49,604 

61,546 2,13f754 • 1,01,437 
• 

26,01,106 7.,31,879 

6,939 

3,655 

12,33,374 

• 23,727 

17,728 

2:},923 
• 
2,27,457 

69,974 

~3,479 

3,960 

4,328 

884_.. 

33,881 

.21,771.. ~ 

1,55,480 12,318 

5,97,488 4,36,539 
• 

• • 
128 

9 

806 

234 

30,634 

1,15,910 

960 

9,00,820 

42,357 

• 

Nabha 947 3,40,044 

2,68:349 

1,46~430 

50,972 

70,373 1,23,028 • 

Panjab Hill States 
(Sirmoor, Bilas-
pur etc. 11,375 

• 

10,90,644 

• 
10,!5,30d' 

0 

46,67Jl 18,478 

• If the states join the new provinces according to their 
religious affinity the position will be as follows :-

• • 
TABLE 43. DISTRIBUTION OF 0AR.EA AND POPULATION IN THE 

NEW PROVINCES OF THE PANJAB 

Area ToOO.l 
~il""' Pd\l>uMion - Muslims 

.N~-Muslim .....__ -
Punjab 60,707 1,t~41 ~5,85,452 
• 

Mulim 
Punjab 87,903 

• 

• 
1,88,96,276 

• 
Present • 

1,39,29~27 

• • 
Hindus 

78,68,169 

15,63,461 

'- Punjab • 1,48,610 3,50,13,017 1,85,15,379 1,64-,31,630 

Sikhs .--
35,99,702 

19,723,49 

55,72,051 

The communal percentages in both ihe parts t)f~engal • 
and the Punjab will remain. about the same. Muslim or 

• 

. ' • • • • 
• 

• • • 
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,{( _·i ;~~.. ~·_t~_t ' .h,d-._,,. 
non-:M:_uslim part of each of the provinces will con~i.U p6pu~- · 
lation equal·to the present strength of their own,commimity:::. 
in the respective provinces. "· ' ' \ · i '• 1 

'j' . .,. :._, ,~ ).~ f, \ 

• • XII • · ! · '; .. J 1 , · 

The p~esent .B:~gal has a • m.ore or le~s trdn~ul~r s~~~~·,. · 
with its apex in the northem Hima~yan mountain and its, . 
base•.wa.shed by the waters of the Bay of Bengal.·. Three 
great rivers,. the Ganges (known in Eastern Bengal as· the ,' 
Padina), 'the Brahmaputra (known· as the Jamuna) and.the'' 

· Meghna, find their way ttl tpe Bay through this provirice·; ~· 
and· it is a pommo.h knowledge that the destiny of Benga( 
lies in t~ands of. her ~ig~ty rivers.. Since a.llthes~· rive.:§ 
have their sources outside the provmce, ho plannmg for 
agricultural·reconstrnction ~s possible•withu&t' the- ~"opera­
tion of the neig~boiiring''provinces through which the rivers 
flow before ,reaching-Bengal~, .Thus a united:Iridia will add 
strength to its-component parts: ·-This' •is· aWthe more' vital 

'for Western'Berigal where swift ·running and shallow rivers 
like 'tlit!Damodar, the Th1:aurakhi (Mor) ·etc. can be. very, .. 

. easily .. harnessed- for generating water-power and supplying 
• water for irrigation. , .• .. , ., ,, 

The relief of land exerciftes a very great influence o'n the 
mode ·of agriculture ~nd develcrpnient of .. 'industries.' "It1-llis 
true that Be11.gal is ess~ntia,ly at land ofiplains, but the per-. 
centage of low-lands is somewhat less in. Gaur-Banga t.han 
in Eastern Bengal. The 100-foot contour line runs''aflittl~ 
west of the eastern bounda1J5' ~f the former province wherea:s 
the greater part of the lat~er :r'rovince lies much below. 50 
feet: · Rainiall. is also not. evenly distributed iri: t'ne' t~o 
·parts of Ben"gal. Gau,r-Banga receivoo de_finitely _jj.)Uc~·l~ 

~rai1'ifan than Eastern Bengal . The 6C1-i~ch~n11'1'm'f isohyet~ 
line encloses the greater _rw:trt of the~wan division: :''In • 
Eastern Bengal, on the othe~and, the! annual aiveraie 

rainfall ranges between 70 and 140 inches. ,Relief and rain, 
fall, therefore, give • sufficient indicatio~ of regional differen ~ 
tiation in the two part\' of BengaL EasteVl. Bengal possess! 
es rich :agricultura( hi.hds and' must base her e<.>homy ~ 
primarily on agriculture. Gaur-Banga, on the otl:i'er· hand·,,\; 
is not so ·rich. agri~ulturally and henGe · here a , bala:nce 
between industry and agricultute is to <'Qe effected. . . 

• ~. · • r ·. l "' .. ~. • • )'l · p_f',' !!. }. · 
Am·ic'I!,Uure • ,, 7u. . ..... , ) , ... • ,_ ,, 
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and culturable waste occupy 9.51% and 11.68% of the 
total area respectively. Another one-fifth of the total 
area is at wesent unfit for agTicultural use. Rice and. jute 
are the two main crops of Bengal. Besides, there are two 
important plantation crops., tea and cinchona. Tobacco 
and sugarcane are at present localised in certain parts, 
though optimum conditions for the culFvatron df these 
crops prevail in a much wider area. Cotton at present is • 
mainly grown in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Coconut 
and chillies also constit.Ite cash• crops in Bengal. Beqgal 
is very much deficient in oil-seeds and pulses. As to •the 
distribution of arable hends in the two parts of the 

.l,)rovince, Muslim Bengal will h~ve as much as 56% 
of the total agricultural land of cthe province, that is to 
say, 2% more than the present percentage of the Muslim 
community. _..,. 

TABL~~ TR~ DISTRIBUTION OF D'FFERENT TYPES OF AGRICUL-

111' uslim Bengal 
Ra.ngpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Rajshahi 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Mymensingh 

1'ftcca 

• "'r.ippera 

Noakhali 
• 

Chittagong 

CULTURAL LAND BY DISTRI~. . .. 
Percent of 
Total agri 

cultural 
land 

Loca.tion 

Agri- Current 
culture Fallow 

• 
7 ·09 1 ·56 0 ·81 

2 ·24 • I ·25 

l ·60 

1 ·18 

I ·90 

• 
. 
1 ·20 

0·84° 
0 • 

1 ·58 

0·05 

3·77 

3·99 

5·83 

6·53 1 ·44 •• 0 ·22 
• 

9 ·62 1 ·18 

5 ·85 • 1 ·70 
• 0 • 

4·6~ 1·37 

2·9~ 1~ • 

0 ·18 

0·27 

0 ·15 

0 ·19 

Factors 

Cultural Uncul­
wastc turable 

• 
0 ·01 0 ·70 

1·05 

0·26 

0 ·84e 

0·83 
• • 

0 ·11" 

0 ·ll 

0·40 

0 ·71 

0·44 

0·81 

0·22 

0·22 

1·47 

0·49 .- -
2·65 0·79 0 ·32 • 0 ·87 

1 ·39 

0·89 

0 ·71 
• • Chittagong Rill 

Tracts 0 ifl4 .. , . 0 ·13 1 ·52 • 2·48 1·48 

Hindu Bengal 
Darjeeling 0 ·76 

J alt>'iguri • 

• • I Dinajpur , 

• 
4 ·90' 

0·49 

• 

0·57 • 0·51 • 1·41 

1 ·48 

2·29 
• 1·48 • 0 ·49 

• 
0·90 • 1·14 

• 
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TABrE· 44 (Continued) · • c 

- · ";' Per.6ent of. 
' ·. total agri­

t cultural 
• land 

~~ 

Malda t • 1'83 
• I 

, ~ t ... {" _. . . 

Kh~lna •·· r 1• 1 .3 ·3~ 
• 24-Pargana- l • 3 -~2 .. 

Birbhum ." · ;. . 2 ·73 

• ' 
· -.Burd'Wan • ; -.2 ·19 

' Ba;lk~ra"· ·, 
1 

' 2 ·59 

( 57 ] 

Agricul- Current 
ture. ..,__, Fallow 

. o-n. 

0·55 

. 0 ·52 

1 ·22 • 
0·64 

0·76 

3·00 

1·04 .. 

0·49 

---· 2·93 

~ ·17 

··'Factors .; 

Cultur8J; Uilcul­
waste • turable . ' 
2 :uc o-58 .. -~-
I ·26 0 ·41· 

0·97 ,. .0 ·93 ~ 

0·92 
·· ... , ~ . ' . 

l ·1~. 
~. 

,l ·22 ,, 1 ·3~ ' 
' . 

0·91 

Midnapore . 7·05 0 ·47 2 ·21 

1 ·57: 

0·82 . , 
.Hooghly 

-Howrah..._' 

• \·1·15 0·74 

' ~ I~ ' 

Murshidabad 

•Nadia. .. -

.Jessore 

I 

l 0 -43' '>- 0·64 
r··._ -· 

3 ·46; 1 ·30 
~-· 

' 2 ·95 
I 

1 .f7 .. 

0·98 

2·33 

2·18 

- .. 

' 1·02 ,. 

0·46 . ., 

2 -36 i :o2 . 
··'- ,. 

-o ·77 . 1·7'1' . ~ . -- '. 0 ·64 ' 0;91 • ! 

1 ·17 . 

0·98 

1·•19 . 

1 ·51 . 

T~bl~. 44 shows the cJ.istribution of different ~ypes of 
agri:mlturalland~ in different parts of the two provinces;. 

' - ' - . . ; ~ . ' 

A study of tJle above figures iiulicates that . ._in lVIuslim 
· Bengal the location fa<lltor for ~griculturallands is well above 
one in all districts excatpt Ghittagong and Chittagong Hill 
T~acts, which•means that 'cory.pared to th~ir areas they have 
full share of cultivated lands. Of these districts, Dacca an_d 
Faridpur· are more favourably situated and hence have the 
rhaxiD?-um location factor ('Fl'!r4J.pur l. 9 and Dacca 1.7). 
It is in this tract· that the Brahmaputra has united ~ith the 
Padma, an<f .w!th: the- combined. waters the lVIeghna has 
~oi~d4pwer dowrr, Besides, .. the LakJ1y.it, jJ1e ~igang~ 
and the Dhaleswari also help in incre~ the acreage under' 
the plough . . To tHe north~and ~th es rich agricultural • 
zone occur two oth<;;r zones with the seQohd highest locatioJil 
factor, compri~iilg ~.the 'districts Of Rarigpur; Bogra and 
Pabna h1 the nortH, and ~arisa.I,-~Tippt!ni a~d--N~akhali in 
the sout-q. The -d~~tr~ct of ¥ymens~ngh, ~hough contains 
about 10% of.the, agncultural.land of Bengal; has a,•loc~-- · ~ 
t-ion fact~,.considetal>ly less than that of most of the. dis­
tricts in Eastern· Bengal. . .The deterioration of. the older 
Brahrrtl),plltra, . th~ t, depressions •lYing alopg the. :P,orthtlrn · 
a~d ~astern ~1a.rgi11s, of the _dist~ict• and ~he preserce ~-. t~e. 
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Madhupur Jungle with its infertile soils are responsible for 
the low location. 

Gaur-Banga shows a different picture altogether. Ele­
ven out "of the fifteen districts have the location factor for 
agricultural land below one, signifying that there is a consi­
derable dearth of good arable land. A detailed analysis 
of the agricultural lands in the district oft'Iidnapore will 
reveal that the areas adjoining the mouths of the stream~ 
are intensively cultivated, and hence the-location factor for 
the district as a whol~ appear~ to be higher than that .of the 
adjoining districts. The irrigation system in the district 
of Birbhum is more d"veloped than elsewhere in Bengal. 
This accounts for the higher loc~tion factor in the district. 

· The proportions of currm!t fallow, culturable waste and 
unculturable lands are greater in Gaur-Banga than in 
Muslim Bengal. Generally speaking, the locatio~ctors for 
these ~s of•bad lands are ilwersely proportional to that 
of net cropped area. • 

It will be interesting to study the J'istribution of acreage 
under rice in different parts of the two proposed porvinces, 
as rice forms the 'staff' of life of the people of Bengal, and 
no meal in the province can be coosidered complete•without 
rice in some form or other. There is no wonder then that 
the acreage under rice is ten tim~s greater than that under. 
jute, the second most imporj,ant crop of Bengal. The 
percentage of rice-growing land comes• to about 43 in Gaur­
Banga, and 57 in Muslim Bengal. • Assuming. the average 
annual yield at the rate of 11 mds. per acre the position in 
respect of the degree of self-sufficiency in rice in the two parts 
of Bengal will be as follow_s ~-

-.. 
• 

TABLE 45. 

"-... • 

• 
DEGREE OF SELF SUFFICIENCY IN RICE IN 

GAUR BANGA AND MUSLIM B:fN-~!1 

• \'otal Production Deficiency 
~uction per _.9apita per capita 

e ds.).,... Mds. Sr . Mds. Sr. 
• 

Muslim Bengal 13,88,02,400 4 10 (-) 0 10 
• 

Gaur J3anga 10~4,04,200 t 32 (-) 0 28 . 

• 

~ • 

(1-For this calculatiOJa the population of ~uslim Bengal has been 
taken as-3,25, 76,736 and that of GaUl" Banga 2,77,29,789). . ··~ 

Both the provinces will remain deficient in rice, though 
the opositjon will be less fiatisfactory in the Hindu part: 
Withiil eac provmce the degree of self-suhicieney will vary • • 

.... 
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£rdni area\ to area. as .shown iw table 46. In l\iusliin' Bmigal 
~ix out p'f 'the twelve districts will be' self-sufficient, whereas 

' . . • ~ \ 't . ' ~ l 

in Gaur-Banga only seven districts out of fifteen will have 
eilough•rid,e for hom:e consumption .. ~The level of the land 
t~ th~ qepi~ing fa?tor,. as to, w~at,)(ype. of paddy J~l ~Q~~ be 
grown-aus, aman or boro. For example,. in the northern 
part' o{f.t'Q~i Ti!Jpeia district, which 'is studded withHbils, 
the:t;e i~.pa~dy, gro~ng on ,l_and- of.1q~~ hver or ~pot~_er, all 
the year round. Hence, what nature· has provided in some 
parts, man ban pr~duce in otb.et parts.:by adopting suitable 
meanJ1. · 

1
, .• -. .. , , • -: 

TABLE 46; ~RODpCTION OF RICE IN.~NGAL BY DI~TRI?'l~IN. :, . 
.. l A NORMAL YEAR. (1937-.38) . . 

Yit1ld per .' Pro'dilctiori Excess ( +) or1'"!.. 
, • . ,

1 

acre I' ~er (~~~~a, Deficiency J:;- ) . 
Muslim B~ 1 Acreage Md. Sr. Md. Sr. Ch. Md. Sr. Ch. 

' Rangpur ' 10,51,500 12 .13 
:l:' 

Bogra ' 4;47,000 )0 20. 

· ~ Pabna J ' 

.. •· 
7,76,900 10 16 

Rajshahi · 8,78,1()0 10 22 ' 
• Faridpur 12,26,300 u. 26 

4 20 

4 -4 

4 :ll; 

5 35 

4 34' 

2 

14 
1
12 

11 

·5 

(j-) 0 0 2 --' (t-).0,;·15 '-2. 

.. 
<+l 1 

<+16· 

11 12 r' 

15 .u, ' 
5 14 

• . Bakarganj 

Mymensingh 

• ~ 17,94,000. 1~. 9 5 27 
'J ·•!·· 

8 (+),1 .,7 8 

.Dacca 

I 

! 24 54 800 
\. ' ~ .• 
tl0,87 ,ooc-

4 · 35 · 9 (+) 0 15 '9 

.10 •34 
' o I 

•Tippera 

Noakhali 

Chittagong 

Chittagong• 
Hill Tracts • . . ~ 

·Hindu Bengal 

J?arjeeling 

,T alpaiguri 

Dinajpur 

Maida 

Khulna;,_. 

24·Parg!1na~. 

Birbhum •-
• 

' u 02 600 11 . t .. ' ' 8 •• 3 . 7 ·15 ' ( __:) 12 1 

. ' \ 9,60,500 4 2 

' 
9 14 

\ . 0 (-) o ~·Is 0 
~;,.t . . ' 

. \6,36,400' 11 - ~ •. 3 l 16 8 (~),1 . .4• 0 . ·' 
~,03,300 10 23 4 16. 13 (-) 0 3 3 -. ·_,, • • 

· · .;; 61,9.00 io 26 ..... 1 ..,..1~ (-) 2 24 4 
i>,, •Ed ., .•J • 4,81,soo w' 19 4. 25 6 (+) 0 • 5 ' 6 • 

: .. 
9,63,900 f'I 3~, 6 16 dO •. ( +) .1. }6~,. 10 

8,.li,I00·' 10~- ·4·'..-.. ~2··~23··tl4 ~~(-) 'l~·t36 · t2 
• • 

. 'S S2 ~00 '11 127. 5'ill2 0• (+) 0 32 0 
,'·I 'fl 

8,34,900 10 '12 • 2' 114 

6~54}000 10 0 .6\ 9 

7 ., (-) '2•;! 'ik 9 

9'• (+)·.V-~9 ;9",:. • •• • 

-

• 
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TABLE 46 (Gontd.) 
-: .... 
~ 

Yield per Production Excess ( +) or 
acre per captia Deficiency (-) 

.. Acreage Md. Sr. Md. Sr. Ch. Md. Sr. Ch. 

Burdwan 5,45,400 10 30 3 4 0 (-) 1 16 0 

Bankura 5,69,300 12 26 5 23 ~ (+) 1 3 6 
• 

Midnapore 16,54,700 10 21 5 "18 5 <+) 0 38 ~ 

Hooghly 3,01,100 12 0 2 21! 10 (-) 1 34 6 

• • Howrah 1,08,700 12 21 0 36 8 (-) 3. 23 8 

Murshidabad 6,93, 1-'lO 10 33 4 12 14 (-) 0 7 2 

Nadia 8,80,500 9. 8" 4 24 2 ( -~ ) 0 4 2 

Jessore 6,33,500 11 35 4 4 9 (-) 0 15 7 .,. 
T~resefl.t deficiency in ri!!e in Eastern Bengal is partly 

due to an over-emphasis on jute. Of ~e total acreage 
under this crop as much as 82"per ce1!t is to be found here. 
If necessary, some part of the jute-growing land may be 
reserved for the cultivation of aus paddy. Even then 
Muslim Bengal will hold monopply in raw jute.• Of the 
other agricultural products Muslim Bengal grows most 
of cotton, sesamum seeds, tobacco, mustard seeds and. 
sugarcane ; and Gaur!Banga grows most of tea, maize, 
coconut, wheat, linseed and• barle:f. The percentage of 
the total acreage under each of tMse crops in the two 
provinces have been shown in tables 47 and• 48. • 

-... 
• 

TABLE 47. CROPS WHICH GROW• MOST IN MuSLIM BENGAL 

(PERCENGATE OF THE TOTAL ~C~EAGE IS SHOWN IN EACH CASE) 

Cotton Sesamurn Tobacco Must~d Sugar-
see7is cane 

~- -• • t- .. 
Muslim Bengal 

~ 90 82 70 tiO 

Gaur Banga • 4 .... 10 18 30 40 • 
• • 

TABLE 4.8. CROPS \rniCH GROW MOST IN GAUR BANGA 

(PERCENTAGE 0~ THE TOTAL ACERAGE IS SH~WN IN EACH CASE) 
• 

Tea Maize Cocoanut Wheat Linsee<l...,!arley 
• 

Guar-Banga 97 96 92 80 68 55 • 
.Muslim "Bengal 8 4 • 8 20 • 32. 45 . l • • • 

. 
. .. 
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: · Hence it appears- that-. each province specialises in 
certain agricultural products··and cah very'weUexchange itJ_ 
products. · .. ;(J : ,, .<£:_- ... 1 , 

F -t .-, • oro:oo 8 . - f- w, .• t- •" _,.,_ . . . 
Forests provide:·valuable natural resources both for 

industry and domes~ic' lise. In Bengal the reserved forests 
occup~ abowt one-teptll. o_f the totaJ land surface of ·BengaL 
Of this, over ooo-}:lalf (56.4 %) forms the Sundarbans of 
Western Beng~l in'the'districts of Khulna and 24-Parganas. 
Another 15% of the 1 n:J~.er"ed tropimtl:and temperate forests 
oc&li in the northern part of the provihoe, irt the districts 
of Darjeeling and r-i-4J8Jpaiguri. 1Irii Musli:tp. Bengal fores~s 
occur in the south·{vestern p;:trt,of.,the Bakarganj district · 
(0.1 %), in the MymynsinglJ and Da;9ca ,di~tricts (Madhupu:t4-
Bhawalpur Jungle :4 %) an_d iri the'_ districts of Chittagong · 
and ~ttagong Hiq Tracts-(27 %) : It thus appears that -- · 
near al:iout 30% of the _reserved forests willremain in Muslim 
Beng'al,.and' 70% in<Gal!t-Banga.: ·'. · ··' . -~ · ·- , 
·M.- l -·~-, ~- -·- - -·l ·_ -_-_, •• 1•CJ• ·'t. 
1 ~neras ._< _.- ·r .. -.-, --~, j _ .- '<·', -~~ -:,• _ .;: 

··-·. . Bengal has huge, deposits of ~oaland s~ni!3 iron or~s; all 
ii1 the western_part_ of the province. Eastyrn Bengal, on· t!Ie 
other hand, is,-potentially rich. in petroleum. ,The first coal 
mine •was opened in .Bengal in 1774--and sin6e -then· s~ine . . - --•-· . - 'I . • . . • • .. - , . . . . . '"-' --
300 m-illion tons of pp~l have been r~,ise,dfrom,t?elRan~gB;,pj 
coal fields of B~ngal·:.· Most ,of t~e coa:l' ¢ines occur ill"" a 
tract enclosed by the Aja.Y. in the north, the Damodar in the 
south and the Ba~\.kar in•, the West, ~ccupy}ng an area; of 
424 sq. llliles. It ;\s es!ii~ated --~hat th~ coal .~~posits ~f 

• Beng~l,.will)ast'. for-~.;_Pr~tty J<;mg ,tim~.' ~ay~l/000 years, ~f ·, 
explo~ted at t~he pre~ent rate ,.of 10 _nnlhon tops ,per ye_ar; 
Ir?n ore also ?ccurs! in.~~ same area. In the ]/arjeeling 
H1malaya, wl}1ch for{-11f?, a p~t of"Gaur)}anga,copP.er_ ore_s 
and. sol~ a'1th~acitip coal occur. Besi<l~s, S(?me buil4~g 
materials ~re quarried also in Gau~-Banga, laterites in.ithe 
~H~apore dist:;~c~ ~gd ?,n~i~~es-,i~ ~~~·j~~g district• _ 
Power · . . . \ . ~. · _ • 

Power fm; tli~ in'.~u~t!ial lb.d domestic life, of. Ben~l is 
drawn roainly'fr~:i:n coaL 'It is only in the Daijeeling district· 
that' power from runnif!-~ water is ger~rated anq used locally. / 
Smaller power stations are, however, -driven· by diesel o~l -
engine. The lafgest .electrified unit which, may. develop / 

• into West Bengal ~~id in near future i~ under ,~~econtrol ~f 
the Ca'fcutta Electnc~Supply Corporatwn. Table 49 showf3 

• the respective position of the two proposed· p;ovil::JJ;es i~ 
l • • • • I 

power su.:pp y. • ·', .~. • • r 
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TABLE 49. KILOWATT-HOURS 
GENERATED IN 1943(MIJ,LJONS) 

Present Bengal 707·603 

Gaur-Banga 701·888 
----

Calcutta 594·841) 

Sibpur - 15·429 • 
Gourepore 46·664 

Dish<'igarh • 38·55() 

Darjeeling 2·856 

Other &ntres 3·520 

Muslim Bengal • 5·715 
-----

Industries _,., 
Bengal leads.in some of the .,_1anufacturing industries 

in India. "t'm jute mill industry is by far the most important. 
The availability of power resourceil and t~e sp~cial advanta­
ges of Calcutta in respect of transport facilities are primarily • 
responsible for the growth of this industry along the banks 
ofthe Hooghly river in West Bengal. The same factors have 
also influenced the growth of other industries in this 
region. The iron and steel works are however located on the 
coal mining region in the )3urdwan Clistrict. The rice mills 
are distributed more widely in relation to the distribution 
of population in West and North J3eu!ia!. Table 50 shows 
the distribution of industries in Gaur-Banga and Eastern 
Bengal. It is true that most of the mills are located today • 
in Gaur-Banga,, but Eastern Bengal with its dense population 
provides admirable ·sites for th~ :fOuture location of indus­
tries, provided power either fro"m oil or from running water 
be made available. 0 • -

• 

• 

~E 54il. iiiH; DISTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRIES 
IN GAU.~GA & MUSLIM BENGAL 

Numl..er .- .,. Gaur- l\L 
of mills Banga Banga 

• 
• • 

• Tlfte 80 • 
Cotton 38 '7 

Silk 8 . -
faper • 

• • 
Mftch • 

-
• • 
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!TABLE :l5 (Cont·inued) 
• I, . .; 

Number 
of mills 

Paints 

Glass - -

Qhemicals 

S
-. • 

_ oap 

..;.. 

Potteries, -Cement _r 

• 
Iron & Steel in.-,]uding· 

; re-rolling 

J::-aihmy works~10p 

General EnginPt>ring 

:R-ice 

'Stigar 

Oii-

Tea 
I 

Printing 

• 
.. 

• 

Gaur­
Ban~~. 

14 

24 

57 

14 

17 

• 
17 

22 

268 

416 

T 

40 

277" 

!)5 

:~ .. ;~ r!~ 
Bariga-

i' 
/ 

5 

12 

31 

'• • 5 ...... 
. - ~ . 

-3 ;, 

Hi' . 
4 

Transport • ' -· 
. Tra11sport facilities.in Bengal leave 'iriuch to·~~ desired:~ 

'rhe total mileage of roads of all types come's to 18 ;285 i;n'iles' 
in the '*'hole of .Be~al. Of,his,8, 840(49<%) mil~s nave 'been"' 
constructed in East.rn ~engal. The innumerable \vater-

• ways are :_a,sci to be found mainly in the -~stei'n part 6( the' 
present Bengal.' M:oroover, the railwayshave been so cori~­
tructed 'in: Bengal, t:Qat the gteater part of tliese -wili -rem.ain ~ 
in Muslim~ Bengal. Hen<!e;oofr~m the point of view of-trans!'_ 
port G,au~-Banga will be at a greater' di~advantage than 

_ Muslim ~~n!a1. . . - · 
l : ....... ... ... -tJonCtusion • • • - • 

A studv of the 'distribution#.he naturalreso~rces• 
in the twb provinces revtals tllat Muslim' Be:g.gal 
is more _ric~ t~an Gaur Banga agriculturally, hut _the 1 
latter _is industrially n,ore develop~. None. of the two. 
parts is, however, self-suffieient in cwreal foods: What 
little pulses,· oilse~rls and other food crops a.re grmyil, is 'ttlso' ,-

• not 'su~ient fm;, the teeming millions. · 'J'he_ .cotton, gbods ' 
produced in the diffm:ent mills can hardly· b(! said "to, be 

• GnffioiEmt. for the .P()pula.tio,_~· I\Imiy. o_thet ~onsu1nable 
goods are .yet t~ he manufactured. Desp1te all th~'le '1~-

• . . . 
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ciencies, one can say that any one of the new provinces wiil: 
be better off than many independent countries of the world, 
not to speak of the autonomous states or provinces in North 
America. Take for inst1wce Britain, where a.gricul'ture 
has been a victim of the rapid growth of industry, with the 
result that Britain has to import in normal years 80% of the 
wheat, 46% of the meat, 57% of the butter and•67 o/.-.of the 
cheese consumed in the country. And ~gain a country 
like the Netherlands cannot >;upport her abundpnt'population, 
despite the extraordinary development of agriculture. 
Manufacturing industry ~lso could not be developed in t.L!at 
country on a large scale for wEmt of minerals. Hence agri­
culture and industry are slTpplemented by commerce. The 
economy of Muslim Bengal shou4l b~ organised •on the lines 
of that of the Netherlands. 

The economy of Belgium should also be studie~ that 
will helr) to understand on what lines Gaur-Banga could be 

• • • developed~t is known to every student of geography 
that Belgium has a true economi~ unity ~oinitlg the diverse 
regions, of entirely different aptitudes, which go to make 
up the country. Like Gaur-Ra.nga it is densely populated. 
Intensive cultivation supplemented by industry is the main 
characteristics of the economy of Belgium. That coimtry 
has to pB,y for the imported food stuffti by the exportation 
of manufaetured articles. This cou'ld be possible by first 
e&~ablitlhing a good system ·of • communications. Hence, 
Gaur-Banga must develop first ht;r;oads,0railways and water: 
ways conneeting the present and futur; manufact-uring and 
consuming centres~ The method of farming should alRo be • 
modified on the lines of farming practised in Flanders . 

Revenue and Finance • - • 

• 

Revenue is realised partly from central heads a!J.d partly 
fro~ local heads. In a. typical year ( l 0 35-36 j before the 
inauguratioft 4ili the.ne.r provincial constitution evenue fl'om• .• 
c;.en'tral heads amountS Rs. 21,8G,OO,OOO, mainly from 
three sources, 'custtllms , 'ta.::es on income' and 'salt'. In • that•year the amount under customs was as much as 
Rs. 14,81,81,000 (68%); under 'taxe.a; on in~ome' was Rs. 
4,46,74,000 (28%) and under 'salt', Rs. 2,22,76,000 (10%)-

,The nature of the principal sources of r•venue indicate 
'that a lalg() percentage of this revenue wiU be available 
for Gaur-Banga. • -

The revenue from provincial heads amounted to 
Rs. 1~,34,01!,000, in t935-36 tl'te principal sou"rces of revenue 

• • • • • • • 
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being 'land revenue' (28%), 'stamps' (24%); and 'excise' 
(11 %). One of these·sources, 'lai_J._d revenue' may now by 

) selected ancL, the position in respect ofland revenue in Gaur­
Banga- and Muslim Bengal may be studied. • For this 
purpose the year prior to the last· world ·w~.r niay be selected 
(1938-39). ' ' .. 

• j . . . ' . 

Tab!t ·51 sho1V~ the· land revenue. d((manded from diffe­
•·rent parts of Gaur-Banga and Muslim Bengal during 19gs"39~ 

It appears that 60 per .cent of the land revenue is norm~lly 
reali~d from what we call Gaur-Bangta and 40 per cent from 

~ . , I "l • . ' 

Mushm BE:mga1. It is also clear that the land revenue per 
acre of so\Vn land· is much higher in the former than in the 

· latter and that t~~re is yetscope to g~~ extra revenue from ., 
lands in Muslim Bengal. • · · " · 

' .. ~ . . !1 

..... 'fABLE 51. LAND REVENUE DURING THIS YEAR 
1 1938-39 (CU:RJ:m'NT DEMAND) ' ; >' . . ' " . ~ 

.. "' . ! Revenue per · 
• acre of net area .. sown: 

Gaur-Banga A_mount Rs. 
\ 
Rs. A. 

! : J . , ' ~ 
f• ~Darjefiling 3,91,676 2 2 ' 

'. ,~,: :• 
Jalp~iguri 15,15,675 ,, ' 

2 ,1 

. Diriajpur 
I(' r 

Maida·• 
. . I '• . 

·• Murshidabad 

-
• • 

N~~lia' 

.Jessore 

,,Khulna .. 
· 24-PargfinaR 

Calcutta 
i· 

Birbhum 

Bur<1wan 

· ~an.kura 

I' Midn'apore ,, 
1 .· !} j •,. ) 

Hoogh~ 

Howrah• 
~ .. , ~ ... 

• 

15,34,188 • 

• 4,'!4,274 . ' 

10,76,322 

9,95,772 

• .JI.00,034 
• 

. !1,25,848 

23,50,234 • 

1 4 

1_ .. 

1 4 

0 15 

.J 4 . 

2 

2 11· . --11,688 

10,4it827 ~, 9 . ' .. 
30,43,529 5 10. 

' 
·4,99,1!H • 0 12 .. 

27,3l;133 1 9 
~ ~ ~ . 
9,34,359 3 () 

4,117,133 4 -~ ' ------ • 
i,ss,93;ssa • 

• 

'' . . -
• 

,:· 

• ., ' 
• 

• 
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TABLE IH (Contiuned) 

Mu8lim Bengal 
Rangpur 

Bo~ra 

Rajshahi 

Pabn~t 

• Mymensingh 

Dacca o 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Tippera 
• 

Noakhali 

Chittagong 
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Revenue per 
acre of net area 

sown 
Amount Rs. Rs. A. 

10,43,699 0 9 

4,95,936 

10,24,802 • 1 0 

5,29,506 
• 
9,52,940 

6,63,648 

;,7(1,364 

31,18,45:1 

11,98,651 
• 

12,35,632 

o· 9 

0 7 

0 8 

0 9 

1 15 

1 

1 10 
• 

1~36,190 .. 2 5 

1,25,69,822 

: 

• 

Sinca 1937 new taxes have been imposed by the Bengal 
Government. A study of the Bu~get for the year •1947-48, 
as presented by the present Finance Minister reveals that 
the provincial revenue lt':V3 gone up to over 22 crores of. 
rup::~es (R<J. 22,11,38,000). Thi natur~ of the main sources 
of revenue : excise, stamp, sales .fax 1\na taxes on amusement 
etc, also indicate that tha bulk of the revenue is realized 
from the Hindu part of Bengal. With the increase !n 
revenue the exp::mditure has also gone up so much so that 
the province has to depend e~r~ly on Central subventions 
for post-war reconstruction. • The economists of Bengal are, 
therefore, perturbed over the present stateofien~al'sfinance,. 
a11d fea~ that there !!Oon will occur a financial crisis• which 
may upse~the•w!ofe of the economic structure ·of the.• 

• province, unless so~rastic steps are taken beforehand. 
Tije primary causes 1Qf Ben~al's financial difficulties, accord­
ing to a Memorandum recently prepar~d by the Bengal 
Congress Assembly Party and ~bmitted to the Central 
Governme;t, "lie. embedded in the expenditure incurred 
under \he Demand Heads : Police, Fam,ne, Miscellanceous 
and Extraordinary charges in India. The expenditure uncle~ 
those heads has swollen inordinately primarily o;mg to cost 
of cQmmnnal tension and rit>t.s ......... 1" This is all.the more 
-~--- ~- . . -- -- -------'"--------::-------

! Amr,ta B8far Patrik•, 20 April l!H 7. • • . 
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' •· r~ason that the present province should be imnie<hately 

.· pait.i'ti6lied' so as :ott>' save'it "from ·an e:concmiic:. crisis. 
J •J . 

. XIII 
. - · .. ! '·' 

Public Health ·t:... ~i~;. .• ;: ...:.{ ·~ ~ l~ ~ . \ .-~: . ~J~~,.:t 

. The d.ea,~l;l rate~ are ftbnorll!.!l'~ly h1g~ even in noppal 
yea'rs th,oug'hout ]3engal-;. dne to ·the low vitality of the 

• majority •of-the people. .in an ··a;bnormrul year like :1943 
· the poorer Classes died in lakhs, sonie due ;to starvation and 

othei"i. bei.Iig :v'ictims of dise~ses whi~P. b~came preval~nt_ .in 

•. 

a ·famine-stricken land. Table 62 shows the numbers ·of 
deaths in different districts froirr•-malaria; •cholera, small 
pox and other causes. (starvation !).. This list .. was .fu:mished • 
by Goverm:nent of Bengal for lhe informat~op, pf the m.emb~rs 
of the Bengal Legislative Ass'embly. . . ' . " . 
. ~ " ~· ..... ~ 

TABLE 52:· 'NmrBERs· oF nEAT:t!s :FRo:'li MALARrA; c:H~EM.,.-:Li 1fo~ 
•.\ AJD OTHER·CAUSES (STARVATION) DURING ' 

-~E FAMDiE'YEAi 1943 . . 

Gaur-'BangaZ 
• 

D~rjee~in~ 

Jalpaiguri 

·iD~jpur 
' 'Maida • 

·Malaria Cholera Small ·.Other · Total 
Pox -caUBes & deaths 

-Death~:~ 
per 

lOOOPop 

• 3,096 123 

10,744 3,8110 

17,949 • 3,408·. 

11,980 . t272. 

starvation 

I .. 7 2,359 11,158 

44 5,337 ' 
• 

81' 3,184 

6 1,008 

38,292 

4-1,525 )• 

16,167 

. . 
30 ' . 

• ·M:ur~hidabad 39,719 5,297 26 6,579 65,073 

77,679 

22 

13., 
.i: 
40· 

. Nadia 

Jessore 

• Khulna 
'• . ~ 
24-Parganas 

Calcutta 

Birbhum 

Burdwan 
' 

48,931 10,39\.._ 151 6,161 

34,300 4,6i-7' 

,3,984 5;286 

13,R69i 12,741 

'2,412 
·f! 

21,27.9 

20,310 

1,978 
·' 

4,046 

• 5,388 

• 50 >J,,fi58 

5 7,385 . . 
296 2~;3!'1. -

1,3i0 !f.foi > 

... ~ . 
61 3,645 

'31 : 6~14 
• 

44 

·50;418 ' '28 
'J<,. ~·· 

f~· 7?;!l • '" ;23.. 
· .. &1:iso :.t , 25. ~~I 

: f ·• f. 1 H • 

52,268 25 ., 
~ ~- .... , .... ..;~·J. 

• 
f0,499 \ }~·>t~ 

47~67 _-;25 

• 

Bankuta 

Midnitp~ 

11,621.·. 4,681 • ., ' ·3 ·6,142 . -40,170 ·• 31 __ ., 

. l t . . " ~ 

i ••. Hooghly '· 

Howrah • 
• 

· '24,143. 8,.it2' 
t;~ \' • '-

4,636 ·: 
I 

' •;47 5,287. 

• '248 '9;793 •• , 
.... . 27,495 

• 

29 

20 . 

36,674'' •. ~~- ~. • • 



.. 

• 

[ 68 ] 

TABLE 52 (Oontd.) 

Malaria Cholera Small Other 

Muslim Berf{Jal 
Rang pur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Rajshahi 

41,939 20,053 

16,798 3,512 

26,109 8,287 

33,139 6,673 

Mymensingh 83,688 2
0
4,960 

Dacca 32,595 10,151 

Faridpnr 

Bakarganj 

50,432 7,i8'1 

27,907 16,076 

Tippera 48,695 15,058 

Noakhali 8,768 13,641 

Pox 

1,832 

140 

151, 

25 

3.469 

4,819 

586 

l,08-i 

2,436 

4,827 

causes & 
starvation 

10,355 

4,052 

5,030 
• 

4,528 

19,252 

40,694 

15,199 

12,332 

21,992 

8,271 

Total Deaths 
deaths per 

1000 Pop. 

1,11,568 39 

33,402 27 

• 53,61'18 32 

54,741 35 

1,80,480 30 • 
1,48,923 • 35 

90,122 31 

99,190 28 

1,51,161 39 

72,4~ 32 

Chitta. ]J3,378 8,768 5012 20,018 1,04,962 4P 

• 

It appears that the drier parts (Dinajp~, Maida) in the 
north of Gaur-Banga had fewer deaths lhan the more humid 
districts (Darjeeling, J alpaiguri). The people of the two 
central districts-Murshidabad and Nadia were the worst 
sufferers. The conditions in th~ two southern dtstricts, 
24-Parganas and Khulna and in the city of Calcutta were 
somewhat better. In the Wesi;ern hid us trial districts, • 
Howrah and Hooghly th~ death rates were also comparatively 
low. But amnog the western aghcultm"'l districts the death 
rate was very high in the distfict M Birbhu1fi. Further 
south, the death rate was considerably less-Burdwan dis• 
trict. In the districts of Bankura and Midnapur it waf:i 
about the same (30 per 1,000 p.) 

In Muslim Bengal, on the other hand, the death rates 
were invariably high throughout the entire 3i'ea!' being the • 
m~ximun~in the district of Chittagong (49 per"l,OOO_pop.) 
']Jle Chitta~ng ltiv'!!li~n on the whole was worse off th~n ·• 

• the Dacca division.~ the north of Muslim Bengal the 
district of Rangpu? .was tlftl most hard hit . 

• 
Public Education 

• • 
• • 

Now, a'n atteJnpt will be made to compare the two 
proposed provinces in the sphere of edu~ation. In Bengal 
there a;e two universities, one in Calcutta in the Hindu part 
of the province, and the other in the cit! of Dacca iirMuslim 
Bengal. The distribution of• all types of institution in the. 
two. parts•of Benga.l has be~n shown in t~le 5:}. 
• • • • • 
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• :"TABLE 53 DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTioNS IN THE TWO 

• f • • :,.MlJ 

University . -- -··- ..• Colleges - -·-· -High Schools Madra-
! 1,; g~vt. &)~·.i.~.i'l_d_p~aid~.~- 1Govl~'·l~J.A:!ded U~aided sahs 

Gau,r::,Banga :!. 24,,,_ 29 356 ~~ ,?P.en:J'i-!2~5 

' Muslim Bengal 1 Ill 10 373 463 . 8.66 
n · .~: e -· :..:... l ~ . ~.t~H•U.ti 

It l!! clear tha.t more facilities for advanced study exists 
• in {Gaur-Banga than :in Muslim Bengal, though it"•riiay 

be remembered;that most of the institutions were startedthy 
'non•Mu::;lims and still

1
maintained b:t them. As to the High 

. Sch~ol type 'of education, the ·numbers of such 'school~''are 

. about the same in b'oth the par!s, though the petcentage" 
· :·of such schools receiv.ing.aids·rrom Government is definitelv .• 

; higher in Muslim Bengal. '!'he 'Madrasah type of edu~atioii' 
has 'been receiving considerable attention for some·r;tiine 
pas,t_ ~ th~ prese:qt: Govenpp.ent of..Bengal, and_,,),l,e,~ce: 
they are widely distributoo throughout Bengal~ore so in • 
Muslim . Bengal., for obvious reasons,. ' Table 54 analyses 

0 

•. 

. the, qisti'ibuti~nal fi!;ures o:P all.types of jnstitutio!.ls .i.n::sliffe~ 
'rent parts of the two· proposed provinces.1 · · 

! ;, 1.·~ .·.,_. ~- ,: - '·· t.l 
~ T:"'!LE 54. 1-.THE DISTRIBUTION OF ALL TYPES OF INSTITUTI~~-~I'fl t 
. IN THE DIFFEBENT DISTRICTS OF BENGAL! ' ' 

,,~ ..c f 
Colle~es 

. 
High ~choo,ls 

·--,fLI .. _,. 

· '.'Mali;asahs 
,, 

Govt. ' 
& Aaled UJ!aided 

• • , Gaur1.Banga • 24 . 29 356 506 

Darje'eling 5 

Jalpaiguri l .•. ...._ 
. 1 

.. 
Dinajpur l 

• • Maida l 1 

• ~ 
Burdwan 3 

Bankura 1 ..... • 
· Midnapur • l 1 .. 
Birbhum I 

3 .. 
Hooghly • t 

I 
Howralloo .. 2 

Calcutta 10 ll• 

7 1h¥; • iu_;C ,:,2 I 
. ' 7 '. 3 ° ., ., 8 

10 ' . 

• 8 .. 

·3~·~ 

--fa. 
• 

29 

f4 
26 

21 
)! 
42 

.. 

12 

9 

t9 
17 

54 

li 

38 

42 

95 

50-'f'\'F> 

·:-~ ·' 2~' • 
,~,,~ J.i(f. 

2 
• 

14 

12 

• 23 

14 

6 ; 
- . . '' " . 

1. These figures were supplied to the author by the Bengal Go~rnme.t, . . , 
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'l'ADLE fi-1 (Goutd.) 
Colleges High School Madrasahs 

---------- ---------
Govt. ·Govt . 

• & Aided Unaided & Aided Unaided • 
24-Parganw 50 50 29 

Khulna 2 1 32 ~ 46 
0 

Jessore 2 23 • 30 40 • 
Nadia 30 21 20 

0 • Murshidabad 14 19 ~2 

i\f_ ualim Bengal 19 0 10 373 463 866 

0 Rangpur • 22 21 76 

Bogra 1 17 10 43 
~ 

Pabna 3 24 12 28 

Rajshahi.._ 
• 0 

R 21 26 
• 

Mymensingh 2 2 • 50 • 56 129 

Dacca 5 3 56 95 61 

Tipper a. 1 1 4-1 70. ·131 • 
Noakhlai 26 26 12!! 

Faridpur • 1 40 56 72 

• 
46 ° Bakarganj 2 74 121 

0 • 
Chittagong 2 I 42 22. 51 

• 
Chittagong HiH 

Tracts .,-
State8 1. 15 

0 0 
C!ooch-Behar 8 

• r • 
.Tripura 

0 o e • 7 .• 
• 0 't::z:::. 

0 .. • • 
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APPENDIX,- ARli~- AND.MUSLIM Po!'uLATION IN EA(m THANA • 

' 'oF: THE DISTRICTS,THROUGH WHICH·TRE:BOUNI;>ARY 

: f • i· l ! . 
LIN~: IS LIKELY TO RUN 

:, '- '. ! ~·· > • • '(•. 

Area Total , M}lslims Muslims 
(Sq. mil~s) population· · · L'li'. (%) 

Ij,;{r,,P;i, . ])istrict .: · ; . 
Sad~8ubdivisioir •· · • 69 

Pli-g~chn. .100 .66,567• 49i828 ·- ·75 

·Ktiunia ' . 57' 4-2,045 1 ·' '31';491 "75 ~ 

·;~K<}t.,:;•ali -123' • 1,26,52il'· "l '78)116 .62 

• 82 73;652·: ,, ' 57,5S'7'·: •• I • Gapgachara 78' 
., f .. ,, • 

.'·. <- • •• 1"i-

-- . Badarganj · 166 1,20,277 89,588 74 
,1 ... ' ... '"' .·, 
~itapokhaf; • 199 1,23,156 98,293 '79 

' -· ,f .• 'J.; ...... -

_Pirga»j 159 91,190 75_,697. 83 
~ ~,.!. ~;. ~ ... •.· . "J.t.."-, .. 

Kaliganj 167, 1,20,849 63,300 53 
·• '1 - ~-· I ' 

*Hatibandha 111 66,481. 33,183 49 ,. 
" •'' 

• N.ilphamari Sub • 3{b5;.355 :" · division 634' 5,98,263 61 

'*Dimla ~27? 
• 

91,758 
., 

. '40,655 44 

*Bomar • • 97' 83,740 41(IO:l 54 

'.tp.Idhaka • • 1,11>,367 69,602 126 60 

; 1Kishoregarij · 1()2 1,07,666 '·_82,845 77 

Nilphamari ' ~'35'· 1,29,734' 81-,973 63 

• - 45;177 Said pur 47 68,998 66 

• • .. '·71,5so ~almonir)lat ' 131' 1,17,618 61 
• 

Kurig·a'on Subdivision 972 6,,s:S6~ 
.. 
s·,o·s·,094 174. 

~~7 • 
Pulbari ' ,50e· 23;363 71 

·; • • 
Kurigao~ 106' 80,597 6'2~274 77 

• 1,1~,689 b•; osi;867 Nn.geshwari 
.. 172' 72 

• 
Bhurangllmari 91 58,939 . '36:9~6 63 

..... Uli'pur • 213 1,53,774 .... - r,i~2.914 80 

Raln1mari 9i: 57,202. 54,7-63: ·' !16 
:. ' ~, .. ' . • .. • ,}. • 
.~hiJmari • ~ <. 

110 63f9381 I •, ,\,)'i,l 0~27e •sq. 
,, ..... ~~\1!\:i 

• • ~-\.. 

.. .. 
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Appendix-(Contd.) Area Total Muslims Muslims· 
(Sq. miles) Population (%) 

Gaibandha Subdivision 836 7,69,978 6,05,904 79 

~vindganj 178 1,52,747 1,15,124 • 75 

Palashbari 74 75,927 64,78?. 85 

Shaghata 88 86,604 cl11,263. 82 

Gaibandha 124 1,49,395 1,15,558 77 

Fulchuri 121 60,659 47,680 79 
0 • 

Sadullapur 90 87,121 67,722 '78 

Sundarganj 0 161 1,57,525 1,24,775 79 

Dinajpttr District : • *Balaurghat Subdivision 1,179 5,29,424 2,51,864 48 

Patnitala 146 68,486 36,56~ 53 

~amoi,hat 116 • 61,683 29,241 47 

Porsha 194 71,21\g • 45,599 64 • 
*Balurghat 181 92,016 33,802 33 

*Kumarganj Ill 46,033 19,152 ·41 
• 

Phulbari 134 • 76,650 46,102 eo 
*Gangarampur 127 • 52,892 18,536 34 

• 
*Tapan 17() • 60,37., 22,864 38 

*Thakurgaon Subdivision 1,175 • s,ss,~2s 2,82,101 48 

Thakurgaori 250 1,33,678 69,750 52 
.. 

Baliadangi llO 55,652 31i,694 64 
~ 

Atwari sf 43,218 27,941 66 

Ranisankail Ill 48,004 ~6,3~5 54 

• • • •· Ha.t'tpur --. 78 27,808 14,183 • 51 

Pirganj 0~ 1~1 75,039 37,602 5o 
• • *Bochaganj 87 45,359 14,861 33 

• 
*Birianj • 159 

1
68,069 23,326 34 - Khansama 69 49,254 • 27,966 57 

• 
*Kaharul 79 39,147, 11,4~ 29 

Sadar Subdivision 1,5i9 6, 12,181 4,26,275 52 

• &rbatipur • 1G7 1,11,596 • 77,367 6\J 

• • Nawabganj ISO 82,542 61J,W n • • 
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.Area 
'(Sq. miles) 

•· ...... 57 . 

Tcital 
Pop,Ulatlon 

26,678 

Musliliis Mt~sli~s 
(%) 

17,724 . ;:- 65 
; ,. ,,_..; (•' 

'· • Dirl~j'ptir 

:_ ~ Chi;if.btndar 

o;: *Bir~i · i e 
f? ~ .. ~.) ...... 

*Raiganj, 

!>1 *H;~t~b'ad • 
• ... !"~: ; • 

· • *Kaliaganj 

1 
' *rt~har': 

; ~·-

'137 

121 

137 

~ ... , ~ 

.. '. 74 

136 

'165 

l,dl,9i8 

'-89,667 
1 i~,· 

58,022~ 

"67,612 •-' 1 :h,642;~ 

i 61,4\5 15,961 . 

33,019 

50 

65 

46 

37 

49 

26 

45 

'1M • '5o,o22 ···2o,a35 ,,·· 4o 
•.•• ·- < r: 

*Kushmuiidi. ~' ~~.: i2o 
<>I ll,{J-;-

\'· '53,190:." ,·iv::c2'2,i84'·,: ;\ 42 
~!- ~~ "".r•n 

Mhlda DistriCt 
. ;. K~~r~~ ;· ·~- ,:14~ 1 ' ..... ~. _.._ .. 

Harischan~apur ~ 1 , 1_50 
.l~, ... - ,,. ~·tl~ ... ~ ... ~ .• . ~,9,974 

,1,02,985 

~~4,786 

'73,387 

7,1 R~~~-':.v•l , ,. 194 

c . *Mapj~<;l~~;;: 
• 

1~ :aat~1~.t:: 

i ~ *Ba~f!:~g~Ja 

, " *Maida ,.,._ 
~'1. ~ "·, ~ • -: 

';"i *Habibpur 
~'{ ... ,.,. 

*English Bazar 

-:- ~ Bh~i:h~t ~ 1 

' : ~- Kali~r7ak 
• " I~ 

Na'lla!>g.nj 

• - ''*Naclib1-e·t 

'\' Sibg~~j >;. 

. (. ' . l .• 
Gomasta{mr 

·~ ' .,_ ,. f • 

Murshidabad District .. 
S~;!ar Subdivision 

:;.j No~!i'.'f: 

·'l 'HI'n·ih!l';"P.ara 

, ·• Botnk'Oi! 

122 
... ~- t •. 

,.. .1'98 
.... ~' ' .l • 

: •. ; ;i>O 

• j •• 87.' .. '. 
' • 15~ 
;,._~ . 

98 

35,973 

33,978 

~2,307 

83;539 

48 22,866 
.~; 
'207 •1,94,324 

149 

l83 

• '123 

. .. 
·, ,650 

·;~ ;_ ( ,89 

98 
'· 

1,26,918 

1,49,W)illl. 
• 59,025. 

.. 
4,99,749 

,57,450 

55,069 

· ''c'll7 · • 76,503 

56,696 ... 
o !/L 

.. 58,610 ... , 

.... -c._-~· -~ .. •·. I<" ~ 

21,646 

'2??89? 

15,254' 

1~,722,::{[' 

'If, ~,909. ' 

Ji7 ,2~3~~\ 

.. 16,535 

1,24',006 

1,03,924 

1,22,520 

35,78'5 

. . 
.2,99,4710 

34,294 

38,763 

61,010 
• •, • 1- • • 

77 56,210. 

60 

57 

57 

34 . 

2!l 

"42 

35 

13 

45 

69 

64 

83 

23 

82 

61 

60 

e60 

72 

80 • 
~~ 

• 

• 

• 

~ 

• 
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Muslimlt. ~ Appendix-( Gontd.) Area Total Muslims 

(Sq. miles) Population % 
Beldanga 143 1,44,634 77,300 53 

*Jlaharampur Town 126 1,09,883 42,777 39 • 
Lalbagh Subdivision 522 3,63,885 2,41,980 66 

Murshidabad 60 43,229 24,229 56 

Rani.nagar 12?. 91,116 • 
0 0 
75,093 83 

Bhagabangola 117 79,159 64,327 81 

Lalgola 0 84 • 70,663 53,217 '16 . 
*Jiaganj 20 23,097 2,685 11 

0 

• *Nabagram 118 
• 

,56,621 22,429 40 

Jangipur Subdivision 437 4,11,618 
< 

2,38,388 58 

*Sagardighi 133 70,840 33,72,... 47 

~unat'hganj 102 0 1,27,887 72,317 56 

Suti 102 92,17-i • 51,414 56 

~amserganj 100 1,20,717 80,930 67 

*Kandi Subdivision 454 3,65,278 1,47,909 45 
• • *Khargram 122 81,862 32,779 41 

*Kandi 92 "75,607 31,022 41 
• 

*Burwan 108 • 87,54't, 27,924 31 

*Bharatpur 132 G_t,20,:!65 56~184 47 

Nadia District : 
*Sadar Subdivision 562 3,46,350 I ,63,204 47 

*Kaliganj 113• ~3,391 27,695 44 

Nakasipara 140 66,827 ~4,7!ltJ 51 

*K.-is~agar- c::~ 
. 138 91,603 38,616 f.o2 

• Chapra o'-- 131 70,321 50,021 71 

*Nabadwip • 4~ 54,208 12,086 22 • 
*Ranaghat Subdivision 540 2,~6,040 • 1,23,956 47 

• • *Santi pur 75 55,086 17,444 32 ..... 
'Ran\tghat 171 82,073 34,427 43 

• -*Chakdah 126 63,862 25,734 40 
Haringhrtta 65• 27,498 14,545 53 • 

• liasnkhali • 10~ 37,521 • 27,8Q6 74 
• • 

• • • 
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Appenduc-(Go~tq.) i.,~ .. 'l .1\re!t) Cl ,(Tota! Musluns· Mushms 
. . (Sq. mile~) Popula~ion · . . , . (%) 

l<t'sh~la siibditisio~'·'" 656'. "S;f'8v;86'1'.r: ··~·3:~r:2~f 74 

·" · ":Kushtia * ~. '1 i23 1,~3, 76
1e·¥Hr '''~9;2s2 72 

r~r ~,or~· 

~ e' ':Bha!ram~ra·'-l 
f i1~~- ; . ~~; ;- ~( 

Kumarkhali 
If"? .;.t .to· t 

·, Khoksa 
'f ... -ll' 

· ·naulabpur' · 
j. ~ i i _.' i i'. 
Vleherpur Subdivision-

~~~ . 
':Karimpur' 

• ':' ~ . . ,· .. ~~ • .c. 
- .Qangan.i 
•.. ·~~:._,_ (;l~,·i~~ 

Meherpur · 
•.• ,· I I . . ., ; ·• ·' 

Tehatta 
t.l~f~, ' ... ~.·~-~· 
~haudanga Subdivision 
;"--~-~)· . ~ ;/}- ':1' 

Chuadangtt 

• 
'.i: ;.:f ..... l1. 

· Damurh~da 

'' · . .fr6a.nnag~r:.c ~-~ 

125 
t! 
61 

128 

181 

623 

1'12 
~~ 

132 
.,,.,~ 

.1~4-
'-h;f 

175 

' ~ l 
122 

131 
~ ";: 

118 

-.: ~ ... , . 
- *Krisbnag"S~j · ~. • ·58 

• .. /!! l.• 
.Parg0nas District : , 

1 
n 

. d' s bd' .l •• l.. •' 11081 
1a ar . n !VISIOn · , 

•. (~;z.+f 1 1 . r.~ 
*Tollygunge ~ 

t ,. i., +.,.1 -.! .:..• 
· *Ronarpur. _,~ ., r 
·~ • ~~L---

66 

*B~ha,la .. 20 

Metiabru~ J ·: . 4:.! 

\~t ..... • ..... "'~ ~ 

*Mahesh to Ia 
• .1-{ f( t-", l"' 

.) *Ca~g ~~~~.-/Hf.l • 

*Jaynagar,::.- , •: 

*Baruipu.ri' , ;­

'~Bislmupur: • ' ! 

*Budge-BJdie<' ~.; 
• 

•. • t. ~ , 

IJhangar 

• 1 ! 

i7'. 
~{'' 

3,ft 
2~~: 

83; 

$31 

·-·-· 58 
t. 

127 
• 

i"i . . ; •. ,.-. 
98,297" . : ''71,279 

.:!.rJ,•}o_ •• ..... J~·J"' 
j4, 703 ' . 20,459 

.. ,~,,('J . .r,,r 
1,21-,938 94,009 

• . io-·-.,.f(.t~-~_, 

3,48,085 2,41,91'2 
f~;-.t.i'' .T .. i - . 

1,01,272 ., 79,832 
~n~.,i;H~· 

72,405 .• 59,546 
,._....,;?j·,rJ-,;;·· .. ,1-a- ,,:·-~H~i1 

81,869 • . 49,897 
.,..;j~·f-

92,5.39 .. ' l52,637 
.t !.,'..;if~-. '04"~~ • 

2,80,510 . 1,71,674 

'' t , · r 52,215 35,304 
l . 

'67,807 

it; •.s-.v "'~..h::. t6;-;'l>n"1 ·.-~ 
28,511 16,316 

34,io!f';j.' i.5,075 
rh.t·. :·d 

'' j ..... l 

12,25,485. . 3,90,720 
:p .. J,r' 

80,624 .• 15,433 .. 
J "1" ... -

79 

71 

72 

59 

77 

69 

79 

83 

60 

57 

61 

68 

72 

52 

58 

45 

32 

20 

81,524. ' ; 11,044 . 14 
··~· -~ :_.,.,."';: !" :!"-

C+9.482 '. •. ; •• 7 .~67 13 
• -~ .. i• ~-t· _.,, 

1~6F/' ,, •.. , 56,134 54 
... ~~·. ,.c·-

54,~64. 21,714 40 
,·If· ~or • 

1,50,612. 61,203 46 
'i11· '(~·-·e :.! · ,f "'f""?lr;-t;, · •. ~ · 

1,74,457 •. :d'!~'0.05 29 

1,00,865;.~!~--·126,40& 26 

1,31,086 · ··c:.•!3o·;660 23 

1 65 220"· .. ·'1\."43'682 • 27 
' ' . ' ' . 

·l,i4!~sP '.t·: · · 6;:il72 • 58· 

• 
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Appendix-(Contd.) Area Total Muslims Mu'sli·~, 
(Sq. miles) Population (%) ~ 

*Barrackpore Subdivision 119 5,79,995 I ,37,465 24 -

•*Baranagar 8 96,996 19,306- 20 , 
*Barrackpote 3 23,315 6,554 26 

*Titagarh 11 63,211 (J 17,782 13 
• 

*Noapara 6 68,sa9 12,518 18 

*Kharrlah 21 44,392. 8,089 HI v 
• • • *Dum-Dum 16 43,492 12,319 • 28 

*Naiha.ti • 16 51,71)5 11,847 24 

*Jagatdal 23 1,29,610 37,308 29 

*Bijpur 15 58,335. 11,742 20 -Barasat Subdivision 384 3,17,261 I ,82,894 59 
• • 

-Habra 109 70,718 41,399 5::S 
• 

Deganga 7S" 64!10\i 45,199 69. 

Bara.~at 104 99,064 59,330 5~1 

Amdanga 54 36,196 20,71; 58 

*Raj arhat 39 46,583 16,249 35 

*Basirhat Subdivisio11 817 5,94,077 2,51,459 42 .: • Sarupna.gltl" S3 5'f,542 31,234 54 
0 • 

Baduria 81 83,684. .49,830 60 .,.. 
Basirhat 101 1,25,164 72,296 57 

*Hasnabad 155 1,16,238 .,.,.,. 39,246 34 

*Haroa t21 90,745 41,407 45 

*Sandeshkhali 276 1,20,704 • llf,446 1.4 . . 
Di.tm~nd H~r; 

Subdrvrsron 1,264 8,18,309 
t ·-1,85,149 23 

*Magrahat• '-- .117 1,82,803 67,841 37 
• *Falta 52 81,819 18,045 22 

*Diamond ·g!Vbour 76 • • 1,15,230 30,492 26 
• 

*Kulpi 123 1,31,538 28,629 22 

• *Kakdwip 249 86,811 11,623 14 

*Sagar 224 44,MI 3~6 8 

*Mathurapur ~23 1,75,167 24,933 14 . 
*Sundarb:n Forest 

• • 4 1,259 • 493 39 
• • • 

• 



~ ';,-~:i{huina ~ 1\tL•-\I:; 

~~,rf~~f+~ . L';tJ~f.:..: 
"*Tarakhada 

"-~~"': .. 11'.ft• t' :-~~~·J-
*Daulatp~r 

a~S.~>>... ~zs,.f 
, Fultola 
oii: ~- } ... - i- _, 

"' , .!~atiagha.tili. • :. · 

", . ! ~Pamuria ." : . , 1, • 

,•,r.~:faikgacha_;: _,:. 

77 ] 

;r:ni 
38 
/li".t 
83 

97 

174· 
" l 

~et~hir~ Subdivisio_n, ,. • 889.~ 

Cll~):{ala~oa ~ 1. 

• 

• ;:.t. _.Kaligang .,. . .,, ., ~. 

ii{i\ ~Sl}yamnag~~. ~ •. • 

, .. ~Pebhatta ... •.>~:. 1 .. 
~-; .: * .A.sasuni r~}:: e· ·., f • 

• 

12?, 

17~ ~-

68 .I 

Bag~'lhat Subdiv!~!on 790, 

,,; , .. Mollahat n;,•,: r ; ll61 

:•:e*~t:tgerhat .. ~G -1f~e6d 
.;F~irhat, ;.i. I' 61· 

, , ,,*Kachua t:..'I.'J;; 6,5, 

,..-, *Rampal · ::. 'h 19.~ 1 

•1'7 :1\forelganj}!' 1 ,.. 1694! 

• 59 

Sundarban•Forest 2,314 ~ 

J essore •District ·: !'. ',':.' 

~da_r Subdivi~~~-''• 

.. _ Bagherpara , .,. . . 
- • ··· • e - .'!•t· i. I 

•M . .. •. aruramp~ ·:. i 

79.8 

lOt .. 

• 

'tYiJ it·t;:.:-.';/1 . 
6,29,418 . 2,()D,869 

1·1<>''"'1. 
70,798 25,853 

f .f. ,f.;'-:·~_g,..~i~ft ~ 
66,790 . ,32,070 

"1 '· ~.t''!'J! ·ILf~jJ. '? 
57,012 - 25,088 

'<:-•> ' . .,._,,,z ,;;l"".ei·,,oirit 
33,255 • 22,061 

• 
57,320''""'' ... 17,652 

I ,09,120 ,"· ;· ·1';~7,840 

1, 70,834 ~r ...... · ;-.. ~, 79,659 

". 64,28~""''' ,{ ,10,646 

6,93,836{--i .. Z 3,6~,068 
-: . . .. 

' 
.. 

66,207 ! ; ,.46.437 
'· " 

1,19,395. >.~q'.:.60,989 

1,16,704 l 68,132 

1,13,81~; ' . ... ,59,171 

1,15,~46 1t ;i "~ 5~,9_0~ 

• 45,315 ........ 1;1_9,309 ' 

1,16,857 '.~..,5_6;121 

6,12,490,: "' Jc,~9,310 

1,11,478 .;t ,,, .,)?7,847 

1,29,32s_ ~£~ ~r5~,QJ4 

53,462 ,; ">~C ,20, 703 

·6~ ~ . . ··:;."3f,030 

~,877.,.i '• 050,028 . . 

1,2.f,898 .~-89,463 

\1,384, ., i•l -25,,225 
• 7,47],: jb~· .(. 4,925 ,_ 

~~ .{flf,.i'l ~ ~ t • 

4~ ?9 ~~~~2, "ll! ,3,09,820 
• 0e'l_f 

50,007 
• '" ·:·~~~.956 

• 1.oa,261 '. n,16., 
b~ ~:· .u1il.-:::.• ~~. 

• 

' 
24 

~7 
48 

44 

66 

31 

44 

47 

17 

53 

70 

;'H 

58 
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v 
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Appendix (Oontd.) Muslims 

.... 
Area Total Muslims 

(Sq. miles) Population (%) 
Barisal 112 1,63,726 95,237 58 

Balmganj 56 78,269 58,405 7~ 

*Jhalakati 80 1,33,465 62,890 47 

Raja pur 59 80,438 6J,331 79 
0 

Nalchiti 90 1,15,107 79,781 69 

Pirojpur Subdivision 708 7,93,637 ~.04,331 • 64 

0 • • Mathbaria 124 1,09,223 84,935 78. 

Patharghata 0 96 52,343 41,931 80 

Bamna 34 • 3~,547 28,110 86 

*Swarupkati 72 1,16,398 . 55,513 48. 

*Nazirpur 93 88,502 35,541 40 

• 0 
Banaripara 40 78,345 44,513 57 

• 
Pirojpur 100 t,24,453 Q 77,331 62 

Kowkhali 27 49,236 29,608 60 

Bhandaria 62 77,967 60,559 .78 
• 

Kathalia 60 64,623. 46,290 72 

Da kshinasha habazpur 
( Bhola) Su bdjvision .669 5,36,117 4,63,403 86 

Bhola 116 
• 0 

96,280 87 ~10,452 

Daulatkandi 132 1,30,001 1,18,2M !l1 

Baranadi 124 96,723 82,600 85 

Tazumaddin 132 
• 
~82 55,304 7!l 

Lalmohan 165 1,29,258 1,10.9650 86 I . 
Potuakheli Subdivision "I ,334 7,95,646 6,69,002 81 . .co • 

Patuakhali 147 1,24,523 99,471 80 

Betagi 
0-c::.o 

670 66,373 56,113 85 • • Mirzaganj 64 61,313 54,074 88 
• 

Baup~al • 161 1,6:f,777 1,33,272 81 

Amtoli 349 99,847 84,780 85 

• Kala para 87 43,821 31,664 72 

Barguna 122 91,521 • 82,001 89 

" • • Ga\achipa 337 1,44,471 1,27,627 • 88 
• • • • 

• • ~ Non-Muslim ma~riU' thana.~ • 
!.d.,.•Vt: SlT"l!\ OF NO T ~EN ~A!.. ~ 
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