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" ~'The provmce of Benga] asat present constituted, covers
" anavea of 82,876square miles and has agopulation of shghtly
over sk crores (6,14,60,277) accordlng to the 1941 :Census.
The two Tnajor communities, ‘as, elsewhere in India,
;are  Hindus ~and Mushms. The Musliths numbered
"3,33,71,688 in 1941, that is to say, they formed. 54 per cent e
of the total populatlon The *Hindus, on the other hand,
numbered, 2: ,68,01,724, ‘that is to say, 42 percent. A large :
number of, pérsons, desplte the fact that. they profess
‘Hinduism and returned as such at the timé ok thee1931
Census, swelled the figures for tribes ten years later due to -
a o'hange of policy on*the part of the Census; -Authorities !
If they, numbering 19,25,457, are included in the- Hindu
fold, the percentage . 6f Hindus will come to about 45 '

. The members of both $he communities lead the same
"economic life and have the same language as their mother-
tongue . . These.facts alone should hage welded ere long the .
4me0 communities intogone homogeneous unit, and then the
‘people of Bengal ‘would hgve. been spared of ‘the terrible
ordeals that engulfed them twice in recent months. Bengal
will fail to take-its proper place in the new India unless the
leading politicians of Bengal, especially those’ belonging to
the majority community ﬁnd~seme solution for a rapproche—
ment between Hindus, and Mushms Already there is a
“talk gi.;)@rtg’oaomqg Bengal, so as to stop further dissipation
of energy. by fightigg with: each other , « This move haseome
from Bengali Hindus’, who, it may. rememt)gred fought tooth
and,nail agamst the partxtlon of Bengak in 1905 and hall »
gained their point .. Dr:O.H.K ®patesof London Univer- «
sity has studied th& problem of part1t10n of Bengal from the -
geogra,phers point of view ‘and writes ¢ REREE and although
partigion has a bad ring since Curzon’s failure. a division B
undek purely Indian auspices might be a d1fferen‘t s’oory”2
If ged rayphaeal and non-geographical factors | indicate -
that there is no o‘ohel alternatlve but to parintmn Bengal

o fonsus o#India, Bengal Volume, 1941 R LR l.4
) 2 Geographwal Joumal London, Sept 1943‘ o AL
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one may ask how it should be done. A careful study of the

N geographical distribution of the two communities is needed
in the first instance. Their economic activities, especially
in the neighbourhood of the future border line should also
be noted. A study of the population ﬁgures as shown in
Table 1, during each successive decade singe 1881 leads‘_to-
the followmg observations.

*
TaBLE 1. PorvrATiONS IN EACH CENSUS YEAR

Census year o Hindus ® Muslims * Tribals
1881 1,80,71,296 1,83,94,926 3,13,089
1891 1,83,78,3(10 2,01,74,832 3,64,820
* 1901 2,01,55,67¢ 2,19,54,955 4,42,594
1911 2,09,48,357 2,42,3:7,228 7,3.0,7 8Q,
1921 2,08,12,529 ‘2,54,86,124 8,49,045
1931 2,22,12,069 2,78, 10 100 5,29,419

1941 2,58,01 ‘724 3,33, ’71 188 19,25,457

Table 2 shows the numbers of Hindus, Muslims and Tribals
per 10,000 of the total population in each census year.

TABLE 2. PROPORTIONS OF THE THREE COMMUNITIES

N BENGA.L
Census year  *Hindus Muslims Tribals
. ‘- -
1881 4,882 4,968 . 149
- [ )
1891 4,767 5,068 65 o
1901 4,700 5,119 181
1911 4523 o 5234 243
1921 * 4,372 5,255 273
- "' O o . e, -
- 1031 e 4,348 5,444 7 208
1941 © 4,108 5,430 372

Flgure 1 shows the wge feature diagrammatically. It is
* clear that the proportion of Hindus has been steadly decrea-
smg, and on the other hand, that of Muslims continually
increasing from one census vear to the other. The sudden
increase of the fribal figure or column afd a correspolding
decrease of that of the Hindu was the direct result of y#furn-
ing as tribes ‘all members of tribal communiti& no fmatter
what their individual religion may be’. The figures for
Mislims«db alsosaffected *but very slightly. Ttis & clear
sthat only within the last hundred year that Muslimstave
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outnimbered ~ Hifidus by a clear majority.

“fvén at

- the 1881 Gensus the difference in the numbers of Muslims
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Tasre 3. Excess or MusLiMs oveEr Hinpus peEr 10,000 or
THE TOTAL POPULATION DURING EACH CENSUS YEAR

1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941
87 301 419 711 983 1,096 1,832
If the difference goes on multiplying at the present rate, a

time will come when the Bengali Hindus will be in a hopeless,
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Fig. 2 :— Muslims in excess oi! Hindus in Bengal per 10,000 of
population iu successive years.
mingrity in their hopeland. A glance at €he figure T8hows
that by the mid®le of the next centefy the Muslims will
vutnumber the Bfindus by 6,000 per every ten thousand of

=  the total populatipn.'®n the saime figure the trends in one

predominantly Hindu district—Midnapore (84%) and
in one predominantly Muslim district—Mymensingh (779%,)
have also been jndicated. The nature of these two curves
shows that the rate of increase of onf community slows

1. In the figure the ahbscissa represents #he censusmears and the
ordinate represengs the logarithm of the number of Muslims in excess
of Hindus per 10,000 of the tota} population. The antilog of 3-83 is 6,761
that is to gap, in the year 2,04leHindus will form less than’ omsixth ‘of

. dhe total population of Bengal. . * .
L]
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~ down after a certain stage in the growth of the’ population of
that commumty has been reached. If this principle holds .
good in Bengal as a whole, at best one-can say that it will
take a longer time before the Bengali' Hindus are.reduced
- to a small minority community. That the Bengali Hindus.
~ 'cannot be completely wiped out from their homeland- be-
~ comes clear when a comparative study is made of the rates
‘of variation “in, the ‘two Populations in Successive -decades
- since 1881.., Table 4 shows that except in the decade 1911
1921 the number of Bengali Hindus was found to increase
W each census year, thou'gh at a ﬂluch smaller rate than that

of Muslims. o

. - , :
TABLL 4. VARIATION IN POPULATI()NS

DURING SIXTY YEARS »  tean
J

L4 , ' Mﬂslir‘ns . -+« Hindus
. (Per 18,000 of the (Per 10,000 of the
By Y 0 ‘Muslim populablon in' . Hindu population in ...
v . ghe preceding census the preceding census
Cae year) . year)
gl t oo ' o 7502
[ PR LR RN ,‘.v"»:,;'i . i
’-.*19011 .+ ssd P 6200 T
A = i TR L aad b
,1911 . ».,,.,.l.+1;,_04:_0 e L83
e e o,
1921 +. 515 . —~— 65 !
: e @ P L R
° 1931 T R R
- - - s o el
. T Y R S T
1941 - 42,000 S W3 [ A
I Lol t

- The above figures may be inter preted .in guch a Wa,y; 80
--as ‘oo-cbme\to the co*mluswn that in ‘Bengal. the soma,lﬁnd
-economic strgeture of Muslims i% gomewhat differént from. -
that of . Hm&us Hence, on thise ground alone Bengali
Hmdus may clalm a separate Jlomeland for themselves. :
. < e R

. X ’ v . T e
. Lt I R A . T, aad ey

S et II <

' E .

¢ . S e, -

l{ om th admlmstratlve pomt of VleW the plesent
Bengal is divi ed into five divisions a‘nd two states. .The
ggoaraphlcal distributions «of the three- ma]or commqmtle<
“in these lelSlOIlS and statés are, shcwn in® table 57 -

v 4
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TABLE 5. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE
THREE MAJOR COMMUNITIES

Division or  Area (Sq. Hindus  Muslims Tribals Total

State miles) «  population
Burdwan 14,135 81,25,185 14,29,500 7,06,729 1,02,87,369
Presidency 16,402 68,83,217 57,11,354 99,235 ° 1,287,087 -

.
Rajshahi 19,642 36,73,809 75,28,117  7,76,729 1,20,40,465 *
[
: *
Cooch-Behar ° R
(State) 1,318 3,904,948 - 2,442,684 2,435 6,40,892
. [-d
Dacca 15,498 46,21,637 1,19,44,172 . 65,398 1,66,83,714
.
Chittagong 11,765 17,55,176 63,92,291 2,41,298  84,77,890

Tripura (State) 4,116 3,47,752 1,23,570 33,633 5,13,010

. [}
A study of the above table shows clearly that neither Hindus
nor Muslims are evenly distributed all oser the province.
The Hinduns have an overwhelming n:ajority in the western
part of the province, comprising the divisions of Burdwan
and Presidency, and covering an area of slightly over 30,000
square miles. They form as much as 80 per cent of the total
population in the Burdwan division, which covers an area
of about 14,000 sq. miles. &he Muslims, on the other hand,
predominate in the three other administrative divisions. <
In North Bengal—Rajshahi they fomwm 63 per cent of the
total population. In East Bengal their percentdges hre
still higher— Dacca division (72%) and Chittagong division
(15%). The total area of these th.ree divisions comes to
about 47,000 sq. miles. In both, the states, Hindus are the
majority community—Cooch-Behar in the north (62%)
andeTripura in the east (68%). One may, therefore, be~ «
tempted”tomsuggest that $ht two western divigjons be separa-
ted from the three norshern and eastern divisions. The line
of Partition will then fhllovg@e courses of two important
“{Were, the Ganges or Padma m the northern half and the
Garai or Madhumati in the southern half. <

As a matter of fact., tlle partition of Bengal was effected
i 1905 on the above lines except that parts offthe Rajshahi
\division (Darjeeling district and parts ofgthe Jalpadguri .
district) were added to Western Bengal. Table 6 shows
area and popula&ions in the different parts of Bengal if the
provh.me is divided adcording Yo this basis. * .
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TABLE 6. AREA AND POPULATIONS IN DIFFERENT PARTS1 oF
el s BENGAL IF :PARTITIONED ON °DIVISION - BAsrs
Area (Sq. " Total . Hlndus L,
hP miles) : Population Lo
Hifida Beng’a{' 7 30537 2,31,00456  1,50,08,402
e v T °m' ¥
Muﬁh]@ Benﬁal 46,,905 - 3,72,02,069 1 00 00 622 2,58,64.,580
e, e spr ot
Sfates ’ ) 5,434 - 11,583,852 : '7 42 700 . 3, 6& 254
- R PR . ORI 0
Present Bengal * 83, 876 §,14.60,377 2,58.01,724  3,33,71.688
.a o : e .« B i I

The Hindus fOrm 45 per cent ¢f the total population:hezce
they can very well claim 45 per.cent of the total area
present Bengal, and would like to see that at Ieastn per -
cont of the total popula’olon ‘of Bengal should livé .in the
Hinsla past of the province . But, if the province is' partl--
tioned according to the above scheme, the Hindu provinee
w;ll ‘have only 39 per tent of the area “of Bengal and will
“ontain®only 38 per éent, of the present population.  Besides:
more than one.crore - of Hindus (40 per cent of the total
Hmdus) will ha,ve to hve in the Muslim part of the provmce -
Hence a partition on 'this™ basis” cannot” be - accepted by
Hindus. .. >, R I RN TR,

R N et o S ER TR ol
: IIT o

TR RVt
An admmxstratnﬂe division is perhaps t00.big an area-to-haye
! homogeneous populgtuon Hence, smaller administrative
units might be preferable in the study of the distribution of
populations., Table 6 shows the distribution of the:three:

ma,]or oommumblea 1n oach district of Bengal.” S o, -

) . PR

TABLE 7. THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE THREE MAJOR ‘COMMU.w: ™)

. * o NITIES N BENGAL Dlsmmc'm .(1941) P
. . AM (Sq._: Total _Mg&lxms . Hmdus .T{{lga;;
miles) Populatlon .. . X

B"u;dwan Di.'zﬁ:s"?'oh o o % . c b 0’[—:.’;;;'?"
Birbhum ,  °L743 ., 1048317 287,310, - 6,86,4‘3'6 el 74,084
Burdwan y 2705‘ 18,90,732 ?:36,(3:65 13,93, 8‘)0 . L 51‘333 -
Ba’nkﬁ . 2‘6_461 1:2,8_9,6’4oi ;;;';55,5647 10,78, 559 ") 154 226
Midnapur * 5,274 . 31,90,647 ' 246,658 26,813963 " 3] 53 625
ﬁ&gﬁiy‘. _ 1,208 13,717,789 2,07077 v,éy),gs'i,sv«.;;’ . 69 500

, Howsah, - -~ "561 14,90,304 206,325 '11,84,863 - 1$:3;919.
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TABLE 7 (Continned),

Area(Sq.
miles)

Presgidency Division

Murshidabad 2,063
Nadia 2,879
Jessore 2,925
Khulna 4,805
" 24.Parganas 3,696
Calgutta 34
Rajsﬁahz' Division
Darjeeling 1,192
Jalpaiguri 3,050
Dinajpur . .3,95\3
Rangpur 3,606
Bogra : 1,475
Pabna 1,836
Rajshahi 2,626
Malda 2,004
Dacca Division
Mymensingh 6,156
Dacca 2,738
- Faridpur 2,821
Bakarganj 3,783

Chittagong Division
Tipf™a - 2,631

Noakhali 1,658
.
o :
\C}'xit,ba.gong 2,569
Chittagong Hill

Tracts 5,007

Total

Population

16,40,530
17,590,846
18,28,216
19,43,218
35,368,386
21,08,8g1

3,76,369
10,89,513
19,26,833
28,77,847
12,60,463
17,05,072
15,71,750
12,32,618

60,23,758
42,22,143
28,88,803
35,49,010

38,60,139
L
2,17,402

Muslims

9,27,747
10,78,007
11,00,713

9,569,172

L
-11,48,180

4,97,535

® 9,125

2,51,460
9,63,246
20,55,186
10,57,902
13,13,968
11,73,285
6,99,945

.
46,64,548
>

28,41,261

18,71,336
Mg

25967,027

29,75,901
18,083,937

L 4
21,53,286@ 16,05,183
L

2,417,053
-

7,270

Hindus

6,84,987
6,67,959
,21,049
9,77,693
23,090,996
15,31,512

1,78,496
5,561,647
7,714,622
. 8,02,849
.
1,87.5632
3,838,755
3,29,230
4,65,678

, 12,96,038
13,60,132
10,06,238

9,58,629

8,79,980
2,201
4,58,074

L 4
4,881

Tribals

b .
26,138

- 12,671

°

4,978

2,675

51,Q85

1,688

- 1,41,301
2,909,296
1,82,892

e 18,200
14,387
6,906

L
67,298
66,449

" 59,722

* 45029
1,363

284

© o .y
1,524

" 34

6,348

2,33,392

It appears that in WeStern Bengal the Hinduyfpredominate

\throughout the Burdwan division, and in onl:yfhree

the six districts of the Presidency division,
24-Parganas and Khulna. In North Bengal the Hindus
outnumber the $Muslims only I two districts—Dagjeelfig
and Jalpaiguri, and in ope more distriet the Muslimg have

out of the
Caftutta,
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a bare majonty—Dma]pur The Mulsiins, on the other hand
. predominate in-all the districts of the: Dacca and Chitt..gon g
‘divisions, except in the Chittagong ‘Hill Tracts, - where the
tribés® form '.the majority community and the’ Hindus
outnimbered ‘the. Muslims in each ° census ~year till - 1931.

. N P N3 : . P e

4

WA CR'S Formula_

oN

S L Al Eng//sh Miles

SN

YO P
~

m é1°3
o VTR °t"7'l',_\-4

Pakisfaﬁ Benga/
i“lﬂ‘- H:na’usf’han )

~H - Pemeﬁfaye of Hindliis
@ =8 -::MUS/I 75

-

.m0 200 eooltin

7 o I DEMNEMFG;OMA;W.
/// ,A - Kribal 55 ® L cAzcorTa dmrveasiry
R ’ K .
- . - - — gy . . [ N
Fi ig. 3@ . . - o = *

Tt may be reealled in this connexion that Mr C. Raja-
gopalachari had evolved sometime hack a formula for the
~partition of Bemgal, based on, district figures. According-

%0 the formulat,he dlstrlets W1tha clear majority of Muslims -
(not less-bhan 55 p T cent) were to have formed a separate .
VIushm ‘province. ' This scheme did not .appeal to the poli-
Mtical 1saders of Bengal The Hindus obJe.cted o phe greund

that the ouﬂvmg portions of the Hindu preas in the north’e:cn
2

v
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part of the provinee (II and IIT) would be cut off from the
mein block (I) and it was likely that those two blocks would
have been eventually lost to Bengal, the Dinajpur block
merging with the adjacent district of Bihar and the Jalpai-
guri block becoming part of Assam. Under that scheme
Chittagong Hill Tracts in East Bengal would have also

been isolated from the rest of Bengal. ° e
[ ]
TABLE 8 : THE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION IN A DIVIDED .
BENGAL, BASED ON DISTRICT FIGURES AND C.RB.'s FORMULA
Hindu Bengal Axpa Total Hindus Muslims
sq. miles Population #
Block I 30,8g5 2,12,68,579  1,44,49,151 52,62,218

Burdwarn. division and
three districts of Presi-
dency division- Khulna,
«  24-Parganas & Calcutta 22,670 1,18,75,864 1,29,44,386 40,34,387

Block IT

Dinajpur district*. 3,953 19,26,833 7,74,622 .9,67,246
Block TIT , °
Darjeeling-Jalpfiguri 4,242 14,65,882 *7,30,143 2,60,585
Muslim Bengal 46,577  3,90,37,946 .°1,06,09,873. 2,77,48,216
Remaining portion of Bengal
excluding Chittagong Hill .
Tracts and States 41,570 2,87,90,893 1,06,04,992 2,77,35,946
Chittagong Hill Tracts .
(Block A) 5,007 2,47053 4,881 7,270

States (Blocks IV & V) 5,434 11,53,852 7,42,700 3,66,254

Present Bengal {(including ¢
States) 82,876 6,14%0,377 @,58,01,724 3,33,71,688
The Hindu Bengal, thus consbiﬁlte'd, would be slightly
bigger than that on division basis (40 per cent of the total
area), but would contain much less population (35 per cent
*of the total population). Besides, she percentage of the total
Hindu population living in thé ﬁmdu part of Bengal. would
also decrease from 60 to 58. The above percegtages will
Mcrease, further if the, district of Dinajpur be taken out
from Hindu Bengal. °The area and popuMtion of the two -
Berrgal will then bégs follows

©
e . TasLE 9. TuHE DISI‘RIBUTION OF POPULATIONS IN A DIVIDED

BENGAL, BASED ONLY ON DISTRICT FIGURES

Area  Total Poplila  Hindus Muslims
(S8. miles)  tion

26,912 1,93,41,746 1,3614,529 42,94,972

Hmdu Bengal

Mushm Bengal 50,530 4,09,64,779 l,’3,84,495 2,87,10,462
States . 5,434 11,563,852 7,42,700 3,66,254

Present Bengal 82,876 (14,60,377 2,58,01,72 3,343,71,688 ¢

—a
*Hmdus regumed as tmbals have not been included, ®

-
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1

A division on district basis with or without applying C.R.s.
formula will; therefore, be less satlsfactorv from the Hindu

point of view.

IV

.

Lo PR
T emk -

-

Kt

The only pther solutlon W111 be to effect part1t10n based

on ‘poputation figuges in still smaller ‘administrative units, .-
«either subdivisions into which each district is divided or
preferably thanas, the smallest ddmmxstratlve units. :

Pa the Muslim-majority d1stnets i;here are six’ subd1v1—
sions with Muslims less than 50 per cent. They are as follows : .
Thakurgaon and Balurghat in the’ ]51na.]pur district ; Kandi
in the Murshidabad d1str1ct Sadar and Ranaghat in ‘Nadia »
-and Gopalganj in the Famd’pur distriot.
. ‘the area and populamon of these sm subdlvmons

Table 10 shows " :

"TABLE 10 SUBDIVISIONS wITHE MOSLIM MINORI!‘Y Iy FoUg
MUSLIM MAJORITY DISTRICTS .

Balerghqt
Kendi -

. Na,dm Sada).

Ranagha.t
' Gopalga,nl

Thakurgaon

Ared
sq. miles

1,175
1,179
.+ 45t
362
. " 540,

672

Total Muslims.
Population

5,85,228 2,809,101
520,424 251,804
2,15,267 147,909
13,46,350  1,63,204
2,66,040 . 1,23,956
6,23,963 -,

2,68,233

In the Hindu majority dist’rieﬁﬁ there are, on the other hand; )

three subdivisions with Hindus less than 50 per cent.

They‘

. aze as follewse: Barasat in the.24i-Paraganas ; and Satkhw}
and Bagerhat in ¢he Khulna district. Table 11 shew8 the
area and population of these three Sub.d1v1s1ons

Tapre 11.

~

-
-~

A
-emyBarasat \
v Setkhira

Bagelfha\;:

e
..

Al
e

‘SuspivisioNs witE HINDU MINORITY

. Area
$q. miles

384
889,

.
790

Total :Po- )
pu}ation .

8, 17'261
6 93 836
-6, 12 490 -

m TWO HINDU MAJORITY DISTRICTS

Hindus
1,31,795
.
3,27,458
2,80, 851’
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Now, if the above six districts be split up and subdivisions
with Hindu majority be included in the Hindu Bengal,
and those with Muslim majority in the Muslim Bengal,
the position will be as follows. .

TABLE 12. AREA AND POPULATIONS IN A DIVIDED BENGAL

Area (Sq. 4 <
miles) Total Hjndus l\fuslims
Population .
Hindu Bengal 29,431 2,02,84,431: 1,42,63,600 46,62,967
L
Muslim Bengal 48,071 4,00,22,094 1,07,95,424 2,83,42,467

If Bengal be partitioned subdivision-wise, the areaand populia-
tion of Hindu Bengal will be greater than that of Hindu
Bengal partitioned district-wise (See Table No. 9) Even
then the situation will not materially improve and a large
rercentage of Hindus will still have to -live in Muslim
Bengal. Another difficulty will be to link up the northern
Hindu %rea with the main Hindu Block. In the district
of Dinajpur itself the Thakurgagn Subdjvision irf the north,
will remain separated from the Balurghat Subdivision in
the South.

\Y2 .

The problem of finding a corridor will be partially
solved if figures be considered on thana basis. The accom-
panying map has been drawn onethat bgsis. The probable
boundary line will then run a little gprth of the Brahmaputra
river westward, keeping close to the southerneborder of
Cooch-Behar and crossing the Tista river near Hatibandha.
On reaching Domar it will extend westward a little, and then

*with a sharp bend will turn sowtBward. It will follow the
course of the Atrai river for Some distance and will move
southeast from the town of Dinajpur as far as §lills, crossing .
the Atradriver a little south of Samjhia. Fpom Hilli the line
will run south following the district bounéxry as far as the
Jentuna, a tributary to jthe Atrai. It will then turn

= «W.N. W. towards the Punafbhaba river. From this point
first the Punarbhaba river and then the Mahananda river
will form the boundary., It will éross the Ganges near
Lalgola , In its southward march it will mory or less follow

« the course of the Bhagirathi river, keeping close to the eastern

<« bank of the river, From Plassey it rund southeast-as far
as the Ichamati rver, crossing the Jalangi near Krishnagar
and the Churgi a liftle north of Birnagar, and encloses the
greaber part of the Ranaghat subdivision incldding the
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‘towils of: Knshnagar and Santipur, Tt ‘then- - - exténds*
southwest following close-to the eastern boundafry ‘of tHé -
Hooghly industrial zonme, and from ' a little north of
Calcudta turns eastward towards the town of Kalna.
. From a little north of the Sibsa valley the Tline
runs northward till the valley of the Chitr_a is reached,
~and frqgn meai Salikha turns eastward in a zig- -
. 78g way, and crossing the Madhumati near Kagiani extends
*a little further east, not quite-reaching. Mad: aripur, It
then extends southward folJowing the courSe of the Arial
Khas for some distance. From a little. west of Barisal the

boundary line turns westward and crossing the Madhumati,
river near Nazirpur closely folldws the western branch
of the river till Kachua is reached. It then turns west anéd~
“takes up the course of the Bhola river down to the Harin-
ghata mouth The boundary line, as suggested, cannot be
more than & tentative one at this stage, and a ‘'more detailed -
" study in the field will perlsaps be necessary*before reachmg
a final degision, Whether or not -this boundary line is
- accepted, it is clear*that a *continuous stretch of land with
a Hindu majority exists from the north of the province to
the south, occupying the northern and western parts of
North Bengal, the greater part of West Bengal and eastern
parts of East Bengal, Actording to this scheme, the popula- ,
- tions 1n different areas will be as follows, -

TABLE 13. AB.EA 2xp POI’ULATIONS IN THE TWO PROPOSED -

PROVINCES AND OPHE®PPARTS OF THE PRESENT BENGAL
. L ]

Area (8q. o
miles) »  Total Hindus - Muslimsg
) &opulation R
Hindu Bengal 34,342 2 ’39‘34 895 1,60,78,611 63, 03 235

. Muslim Bagaly 38,003 3,60,64, 577 89,75,532  2,66,94, 929 P

States - o 5434 11 53, 852 ‘742,700 3,66, 254 i

..' ' ®

Chittagong Hill Y : A
Tracts 5,007 2 4@0& . 4881 .7,270,

Present Bengal e 82, 876 6,14, 6’0 377 2 58,01,724 3 33 71 688
If the province ke divided acoording o ¢he abote" scheme,
Hindus will have their share of land’, but 8 per cent less of
-their shame of~ pcglulatlon Now; 1f in exchange: of the
' "Chltta,gong Hill Tracts an eqmvalent area ftom -the* western '
“border: of: Muslim- Bengal be: added to Hindu Bepgal uthen
thls problem could also be solved’ . ,That there - 1st som'
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TABLE 1.4 HINDU AND MUSLIM P;)I;ULATIONS v CHiTTAGONG
HILL TRACTS IN DIFFERENT CENSUS YEARS . ..
Census year Hmdus Mushms :
S 1881 20,285 7,292
1891 w 25,802 4,868
1901 , 36365 4962
Ttonn 14,239 ! 5,008

H

1921 38,539 7,292
- . Ty
1931 ° 36,776 - 8,216

=3 .
1941 - - 4881 7270'

"In this dlstnct the Hmdus Sutnumbered the. Mushms by 7
to 1 in gome census year, and there is every reason to believe.
that some 20,000 Hindus were returned as Tribals in 1941,

It may_now be pointed e®ut that:the: Hifdue Bengal can
have an acoess to this district by water, if it, s decided, to,
retain Chlttagong €1ill Tfacts ; but, for’ geographlcal
reasons, . the. - Hill Tracts  ought "to form a part
of either Assam or ‘of the Muslim Bengal, and
as  a ecompensation to that some other . _contiguous,
terrltory should be. givén to Hindu Bengal. Before this -
point is taken up,.it will bé necessary to know definitely

" how much .and. which parts of thé present districts.could.
be normally included in tBe Hindu Bengal. A glance at
table 13 shows that ih ®he Rajshabidivision besides’ the
two Hindu ma]orlty districts—Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri,
several thanas of Rangpur, Dinajpur and Malda could -
be included; the total area in North Bengal amounting e
to 8,900 square miles. ~In®West Bengal in the Burdwan
d1v1s1on all the thanas except one solitary one contain

vety high® p&centage of Hindus, . In" the Presidgnos

. division, Calcuts, the majority. ofo the thanas®of the
24-Parganas and Khulna distriéts and® several thanase of
the Murshidabad, Nadia, and ®Jessore districts have

Hindus as a ma]onty community. The contiguous Hin&u
majority areas aré to be found only in two districts in East
Bengal, Farldpur and Bakarganj. It may. be remembered .
that there are se%eral Muslim pockets.in the Hindu majority:;

.area,s, and vice ve7\a

3 e

Table 15 shows the area and populamoh .in. the ;Hindu
\majonty thanas including the Nuslim Pocketsy i in Ramgpur,
Dma] pur and Malda districts in North Bengal Coree
5279 UNIVERSITY OF NO’E‘H BEN(;Ax
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TasrLe 15, ArEA & POPULATIONS IN THE DIFFERENT
PARTS oF HiNDU BENGAL

A. North Bengal—Rajshahi Division

District Area (Sq. Total Hindus Muslims
miles) Population
Darjeeling 1,192 3,76,369 1,78,%96 R 9,125
Jalpaiguri 3,050 10,89,613 = 5,51,647 2,51,460
Rangpur (Parts) 238 1,568,259 - 084,392 73,838
Dinajpur (Parts) 2948 12,48751 573,270  5.46,764
:"Ma,ld& (Parts) 1,925 11,35,700 4,63,647 6,06,201
o 9,153 40,08,672 18,561,352 14,87,388
.
° [ 4
.
. B. West Bengal—Burdwaf Division
The whole of Burdwan . ‘0 * .
division 14,135 1,02,87,269 81,25,185 14,29,600
C. West Bengal—Presidency Division !
Calcutta ’ 34 21,08,391 15,31,512 .4,97,535
Murshidabad (Parts) 1,155 9,83,897 5,00,369 4,60,620
Nadia (Parts) 894 4,81,846  2,71,961 1,98,883
24-Parganas 3,086 29,99313¢ 20,95,355. 8,28,175
Khulna 4,217 14,84,630 8,09,487 - 6.,68,826
.Jessore 449 3,4.7,513 1,85,976 1,61,026
9,765  *8£,06,195  53,94,670  28,15,065
L 3
S .. L ° .
D. East gengal—Dacca Division
F.ari:ipur (Parts) ° 170 o 7.42,150 4,06,767 3,25,971
.Ba;a,rganj ) 369 5,50,609 2%00,647 2,45,311
»139 12,92,7.59 7,07,404 5,71,282
« Hindu Bengal v31,342 2,39,94,895 1,6/)?1.8,611 63,03,235
-

[ *Some 65,090 Hir.ldus were returned as tribals in Malda. Moreover,
a large pumber ofgMuslim agriculturgl workers of East Bengal, who visit
this djstrict ev8ry year, bhve been included.] ¢ o

e * o )



Table 16 shows area and population of those parts of
the .districts of Rangpur, Dinajpur and Malda, which are
to be included in Hlndu Bengal.

1

Ve Takin'i6, AHEA“AND POPULATIONS OF THE HINDU PARTS
OP RANGPUR, DINAJPU'R AND MALDA .
, u. . Area _ Total  Muslims . Hinds
e E ., (s9. miles) Population .
' sy T =L - Y
Rangpur o ' y A oo
_Hatibandha , .* 111 66,481 - 33,183 33,205
“Difla 127 * 91,758 40,655 = 51,007
: v Tt PRSI
Dma,]pur T : _}
Ly Ty s t R . . . I
I Raiganj Y- T om 65,553 24,569 34,94
Birganj : 159 68,060 23,326 40,724
Kabaral ;7770 T T19 “3o,147 11459-‘ " 926,150
: . e DR LFH Wt 76
Bdeha,g_a,nj ’ : 8% -:45’3593 : 14 &61 . 28,.260
Bial o ' 137 67,612 3L642 32,829
o i O e I
Kaliganj © ' 136 61,425 - 16,961 41,744
Itahar 166 ‘73,231  33,019° ., 33,712
Kusfimudi 120 53190 - 22,184 97,246
IR 8 P I . & e w e
'Ganéarampur 127 sisez 18,536.7 220381
II Large number of Hmdus retlg'ned as’ tmbals P ) L
" Hemtabad e 28747 14,318 13,180
IR PRSP N O -“0 % '
Bansihari i34 50,022 20,335 16,806
Tapan 170, 60,375 22,864 22,665
: N - . b4 . N . ’
Balurghat ‘181 ° +92,016 33,802 . 33,006
. .Dhamoigeat o.. ; , 116, 61683 “ 20,241 “ooas -,
.., Kumarganj, e ) A1 46038 e 19052 . 15%6s
e ‘v‘ ) N " .- ) . . ) i ” .. .
Dma;pur S T oo L YL .
IIT (Muslim Pocket) : o ® A
. N . . -
Atwari e L 8L 43,218 27,941 . 14,811
Baliadangi . . - 110 55,652° 35/694 18,835
o o L
Thakurgaon ’ ‘\ . _250 - 133,678, 69,750 62,74‘1
* ., TRanisankail 111 48,004 26325 19,042
wHaripar - 78 21808 Ja1834 L 12,628
Py L ]

. wPirganj 1 151 75,039 o 37,602 . 35,2f3i'°
Qe e oo . )
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TasLE 16 (Continned).

I (Hindu majority despite a large number of Hindus returned &s tribals)

Malda
Gajole
Habibpur
Malda
Manikchak

English Bazar
* Nachole
1T
Bamangola
111
Sil?)ganj'
Nawabganj
Malda
IV (Muslim Pockets)
(a) Harischandrapur
Kharba
Ratua
Kaliachak
Bholahat
Gomastapur

Sibganj (remaining
vilages)

Table 7 shows th& area and populawdns in the ‘Hindu -

Total
Population

Area (Sq.
miles)

198 73,387
153 52,307
87 33,078
122 , 64,786
[}
98 83,539
®110 30,365

80 356,973

80 36,000
70 * 30,000
L]
150 99,974
oz 1,03,065
154 1&2 085 °
207 1,94,324
48 22,866
123, » "59,025
103 1,14,129

Muslims

20,807
6,909
11,722

L)
21,646

1

1,12,820 ®~

37,233
7,150

(A large number of Hindus retprned as tribals)

15,254

.
(Hindu majority villages in Muslim majority thanas)
°

10,000
L

10,000

56,696
61,148
58,610

,24,006°

16,635
35,785

Hindus

29,934
030,595
16,591
43,140

(]
45,709
17,081

14,953
.

25.000
20,000

.
41,998
40,743
44,350
70318

6,191
15,902

1,042 -

.m&jority thanas m(ﬂudlng the Muslim pockets in Murshida-

o had and Nadia dlstr;cts

HINDU MAJORITY THANS ™ MURSHMDABAD AND NADIA

TasLE 17.

® Area Total

® (Sq. miles) Population

Murshidabad
I Sagardighi

Jiaganj_ o

L
. N?agram

133 70,840
L
20 o 23,007
o 118 56,612

Muslims Hindus
*®
4
I 33,721 < 29,723 °
2685 17,807 *
22 429 29,400
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TasLE 17 (Oo'ntinnéfi). e S
sty b © . Area (8q.,. -Total -2

-miles) ,. Population
Kandi thanas 454 8,65,278

T

. Murshidabad town ... . 11,498

et
Hindus
y N
1,47,909

4,428

Muslins

.9,15,2675%

er 1,156,609

., ;;.Berhar.npur';,'. Y 1264, 1,09;.883 42,777 64,009
', :Beldanga town: ° Feai 6,002 1,904' 10 4,008
II (Muslim pocketsP = .-, .1 i _ L el
Raghunathganj 102 *1,27,887e. 72,317 - 54,772
e R e L i :
“Suti 7T 102" 92,174 5414 40477
oo, o T [ vy, B B ® . - : A i-k“i ~Lo
Shamsherganj 00 1,20717 80,930 . | 38,207,
. 3 X o H AS O ENEEEE TRArt fude) -
Nadia . e e
Kaliganj *= % - 113F 0 '63;3017 ' ' 27,895 ¢ 35,171
. ' ‘
Nabadwip® 407, ' 54,208 12,086 41,948
i - B EEE N ) :
Krishnagar - 138 ° 91603 38816 * 29,606 : .
. Septipur ... .75 e 55086 17,444 ;.. 36,171
- .Ranaghat - : . 171 5, 82,078 - 34,427 +46:173
. .Chakdah -+ 126 - ¢+ 1 63,862 25,734 . .. 34;509
. Hanskhali .-, 1085 37,512 27,806 . 9,345
, Krishnaganj 88" . 34102, 15,075 | 18,858
‘ S » o e PR .: » ';
) N s , oot I S L Lar
Table 18 shows the amea and populations of Muslim
majority thahas,- which: shouldvbe separated  from -the
districts,of 24-Parganas and Khulna. ;
oy / .
TaBLE 18. MusrLiM MAJORITY.THAE\"AS IN 24-PARGANAS & KEULNA
.Area:“"" “Total Muslims *  Hirdus =
-~ . «® . & (3q.miles) Population I, P
E . L A [y K - . *Eyte ..51,.
24-Parganas P ~ " '. -
. . , - : A\." P
Amdanga 54 3619 20717 15222 °
“ o A o222
Habra Y 109 . - 170,718 41,399 - 28,191
L . . I . - BEYS ) oo PR Iy
Barasat - 104 99,064 , 59,330 39,102
‘Deganga . g 78 . 647001 - . 45199 : . 19,433
- *
. Baduriasy ¢ \ 8l,.% 83,684 49,830 , _ 33,843
) [}
. Basithat . . 101 .; "1,95,164 72,296 51,942
b - * [ .
Sarupnagaf . - ° 83. .. 57,542 91,284, %, 026,308
S . . [
SN : B



T 20 ]

TsBLE 18 (Conlinued),
Area’ Total ‘Muslims Hindus
(Sq. miles) Population

Khulra .
Satkhira 141 1,16,704 . 68,132 48,555
Tala 130 1,19,395 60089 , 58,367
Kalaroa 89 66,207 ° 46,437 19,633,
Morelganj 169 1,24,808 ® 89,463 35,282
Sarankhola * 59 31,384 25,225 *6,369

- Table 19 shows the areasand populations of Hindu majority
.thazlas' in the district of Jessore.

L]
Tasre 19. Tar HiNDU MAJORITY THANAS IN JESSORE

Aresa Total Muslims® .I-Iindus
(sq. miles) Popoula,tion
Jessore * o
L ]
Abhaynsagar 95 ® 70,248 ‘o 30,505 39,394
Kalia 118 1,23,269 61,535 61,679
Narail 148 1,10,683 48,093 o 62,483
Salikha 88 43,313 20,893 92,420

Table 20 shows the area and° populations in the Hindu

majority thanas in East Bengal. °
-2 L]

TasLe 20. THE HINDU MAJORITY THANAS IN EAST® BEN®AL
Area  Total Pop.  Muslims Hindus

(sg. miles)
Faridpur : .
[ ]
Gapalgan] 175 2,02,895 92,653 1,09,184
°. -
N Kotslipara , 152 1,38,730 38,187 94,092
o .
Rajair o 98 118227 < 57,138 60,028
*  Kasiani ?  s08  1,27,012 59,335 67,565
- .
Muksudpur 237 1,565,326, 77,058 78,163
.
Barisal .
Gournadi * 124 -2,12,244 991,367  1,16,353
Nazirpur 93 88,502 35,541 o 52,9;1-
[ ]
Sarupkati - 72 o 1,16,398 55,513 60/
L) o . [

.. . ° I
o' inalakatl 80 1,33,465 62,890 ]
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It has already been mentioned that there w111 remain a
number ‘of pockets with - Muslim' niézjo’rlty in‘the Hindu ‘
Bengal - And; on the ‘éther hand,’ several ‘Hindu pockets,
- espeeially in ‘the*urban centres ‘will ‘exist ‘in "the Muslim
‘Bengal. Even if it comes to'thé transference, of populatmns
from these pockets, the problem .will not be so- very difficult

as theig numbers Wﬂl not be very hlgh as shown in table 21.

3 & k9

TABLE 21. MvusLim POORETS IN THE HINDU BENGAL
.

. FA .
District . Thana ... r Area, ~ Muslims ‘
. ) : ) " (sq. miles) . ’
1. (a) Dirajpur - “Atwari, Baliadangi, Thakur. - %, .
, ] gaon, Ranisankai ,‘Hiafipur, » ‘“ - MU
) Pirganj - 781 911,495
{b) Jalpaxgurz _ ‘Tebulia,,.Pac}xa,ga;r,-]éoda, 332 . 72,933
11 Ma,lda. v Harischa,ndra.;iu'l:t;"ulihamba, Ratua446 1,76,454
‘ e ' o - A
TIL. Malda . .+ Bholahat, Gomastapur ... - - ML ° 52,320 .
iV, Malda - ®Kaliachdk, Sibganj s - . - 310,: 2,36 526
; .
V. (a) Blrbhum : Muraroi LA ‘138 ST TR
V (h,) Murshldabad +*Shamsherganj, Suti ! el et .- 41 .
T ‘ Rughunathgan] Temoe 30407 £2,04,661
VI 24: Parganas ' Bhamgar R B 121 '._“' o 65,972 '
Lot e #Y L g [ R R
VII Khulna . Kallgan]. Lo e o 1270 59,171
VIIL Khulng - Fultole ST et es061
“IX Khulna,_ . Mollahat | PR § A X 7L

.
[

There are then nine 1solated VIushm pockets in seven districte™ "
of the Hindu Bengal. Thes® cover an area of 2,881 square
miles ang co.ntam a little more than 12 lakhs of Muslims
(12,15,130). *The more important pockets lie glong ehe
western border O the present provinde (Pockets L,II,IV,V)
in the districts of Dinajpur, Malda agli Mursh1dabad *The
biggest one lies in the north, snd® coyers an area of shghtly
more than 1 ;000 sq. miles. The den31ty of the Muslim
population per square waile in this pocket. is as low as 250.
The other three pockets on the westérn border cover an area
of another thousand square miles, the den31ty of population.
there being someYhat higher than that of the former. These:
pockets are bounded on the west by the Purnea and Santal
Pargana districts of Bihar, whexe the ma]orwy of the pe0ple
are Bengah speaking Hmdus ' . -
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In the Muslim Bengal similar pockets with Hindu
majority do not cover a large area, as practicallye very
where in Bast Bengal Hindus are outnumbered by Muslims,
despite a very high density of Hindu population. Tablg 22
shows the location of Hindu pockets in rural areas in the
Muslim Bengal.

L
; °
TasrLe 22. PockeTs witH HINDU MAJORITY INMUSLIM BENGAL

District Thana Ares Hindus
o (sq. miles')
1 Rajshahi Boslia 26 28,100 .
L
I Nadia Krishnaganj 58 18,858
. (-]
111 Faridpur Baliakandi 125 46,486
.

v Dacca Dacea City ® 6 1,29,232
v Dacca Serajdikkhan e °

-~ Tangibari 112 1,61,700

. L]
VI * MyMensingh Khaliajuri 110 20,977

*

[This includes 1,53,446 persohs, whd live in the towns
of Rajshahi and Dacca].

In Muslim rural Bengal the area of all Hindu pogkets
comes to 437 sq, miles and the population, a little over 4
lakhs (4,05,353). Besides, most of the towns of North
and East Bengal form Hindu pockets. There are 48 such
Hindu majority towns in the Muséim Bengal with a Hindu
population of 6,41,469." .

TaBLE 23. HINDU POCKETS IN URBAN CENTRES IN
THE MusziM BENGAL

*
District No.sof Hindus
centres

Dinajpur 2 8,616 o

" Rangpur © * 7 66,778°
°
Bogra @ ° o 2 16,141
Pabna 1 17,872
L]

Rajshahi 3 * 87,517

Nadia ® 3 19,577 ,

Jessore 3 23,19{

[ ]

Khulna pt 8,934

* $1Pargdhas 4 39,260 *
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 Tasum. 23 (C’ontmued) T CL T
Dl§tll(‘t No.of = Hindus ‘ .

: N o

Centres
Dacea 2 » 1,34,219 -
- - Mymensingh 7 91,316"
. Faridpur "3 49,981 _
Bekarganj _ 5 " 64,308 . )
Jippera 3 66310 o

: . - . .
Noakhali -1 3,131

Chltta,oong : l. - l ‘314_ N .

It is admﬂ;ted that normally a town dweller has_a
. greater stake in the couttry than that of a V1llager

and agsuming this to be correct it will be no exaggeration
to say that in terms of the number of villagers the number of
town dwellers should be kiken atleast double of their actual
number, if not more. On this calculation the number of
. such people would:come ¢o over 13 lakhs. So ‘this figure
" is to be added to the number of those who live in the rural
areas in the Muslim Bengal. 'The total number will then
be considerably larger than that of Muslims living in pockets
in the Hindu Bengal. «Even if this point be ignored, the
" number. of Hindus living in pocket-areas in Muslim Bengal
will not be very much less than that of Mushm in the Hmdu
Bengal. . K I ) -

The next problem 1s.how to add an area equal to that of
" the Chittagong Hill Tracts district with the Hindu Bengal.
It should be done in such a way that the line of part1t1on
runs more straight and «fgllows some natural boundary
In a predominantly deltaic l#nd like Bengal the river forms
undoubteﬁ.ly the best natural boundary, and should be taken
~ds such; wheérever possible. Thug, the line of parsitien,
already suggeste& may be slightly Iﬁod1ﬁed as follows i

The 26° N parallel of latignde b&ween the Atrai rlver
and a little west of Dhubri from th® provincial bound%u‘y
may be taken as the nqrthern dividing line. The course of
the Atrai may then be followed as far as Manda, and then
_the north-south axis of the Sib river ma¥ be taken up, Th1s
line is to be extqpded a little southwargi to reach the town °
of Rajsimhi on the Ganges river. In thg next streteh- the-
. Padma will form the boundary as far as Kusthia. Fromthis

town the coursp of the GaraieMadhumati- Haripghata river
+is to be followed right up ‘to the gea. This is ihe enly
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perennial river of importance in Central Bengal and will
form an admirable boundary line.
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Pig, § :- Division of Bengal folloMng. some natural boundary lines.

« If it is decided to accept this boundary limg, about .
6,000esquare miles of grea in the districts of Rangpur.
Dinajpur, Rajshahi a,p:i Malda are to be affded as shown in
table 24 -and the Hmdu gnajority parts of Faridpur and
and Bakarganj and also parfs of the Dinajpur district are

to be excluded, as shown in table 25. .
*
TABLE 24, Tar 7A%AS TO BE ADDED To HINDU BENGAL
[
. Area Total MfSlims Hindus
(rq. miles) population "
Rangpur .
mangamdri 91 o 58,939 36,906 21,836
Jolihaka o ® o 126 ©1,16,367 69602 , 46,756
o]).om’r ° 97 83,740 45,103 , 38,636

- AN



[ 25 7

..

) . R 15 T S e J R PR )
* Table 24 (Continued) ’ A ‘ ,
T o Aress - Total Muslims Hindus™}
: (8q. miles -Population
Dinagpure : o ) )
T LRV T N ;i s .
Dinajpur . 137 101 918 . 5L692 - 46437 -
: RN TS N I .
Patnitgla {pest) 70 34,240 18,280 12,043 _
wo-Porsha .t 194 71,989 45500 . 15,316
Rajshahi - N R
vt Njgmatpur | -159°  ° 68,177 38,508 “'18,185
¢n @ S S . . ) [
" Mahadebpur 80 33,000 ~22,000 10,000
o BRI : , : s
" Manda (western part) 60 36,000° 29,000 ‘ 6,000
‘U dodagari’ 175 * 67,199 34306 16,221
 Tano# o 114° ' 45,586 28,457 8,512
Pabna (western'half) * 60 e 35000 © 27,000 | - 46,000
Boalia  * L, 26, 48780 20360 28100
Monoha,rpur ’ T L
(Western half) T30 22,000 - 20,000 2,000
Malda: -, S o
. Nawabganj _ e . . L
K (Musl]m parts) - 790+ 96,9187 93,924° t i 42,091

L d
N - ST A P PR
N S : “ve - Lol [ I -

.. ,LABLE 25 THANAS &O0_BE _FMCLUDED FROM HINDU BENGAL -
. . = ’ Area _ Total Pop. Mushms
. e T ieviT AR ¢ '

- . i C e " 8q. (miles) .
mewpm* : e . .
Kum?rganJ,Dhammrhat Balurghat 408 1,99,732 -+ 82,195

L LI . .
Famdpur o .o ‘e , e,
. {(Sthanas) . k. . ) 1,139 : '12,92,799 . 5,7‘1,282
Bakargan] {4 thanaszj —_ )

\ The Hindu Bengal, {hus outhned w111'cqmpr1se the eX1st1ng
lelSlOIlS of Burdwan and Premdency, the districts of Dag-
" jeeling and Jalpaiguri and several dhai®is in the districts
+ -of Rangpur, Dinajpur and Malda. - In eath of these adminis=
trative areas ~ Hindus arg the ma]orlty communlty In:
exchange of the Ch 1ttagong Hill Traats and other Hmdu
majority thanas in_the districts of Bakarganj and Faridpur,
more from the rema}nng portions of the districts of Rangpur,
\ Dma]pur ,;Ra]shahl and Malda may be-added to the Hindu

~Bengal ., :

LI - * . . . ’

‘Table"26 summarrses the aréa and populahons m dlfferen‘r
pa},t-,s-of Hirdu Bengal. VR - ‘
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TaBLE 26, AwreA & PoruraTroNn v Hmwpu BENGAL

Division Area Total Muslims Hindus
(sq. miles) Population
®
Burdwan 14,135 1,02,87,369 14,29,500 81,25,185
Presidency 16,402 1,28,17,087 57,11,354 68,83,217
. e
District . ©
Darjeeling 1,192 3,76,369 9,125 1,78,496
[ ]
. Jalpaiguri 3,050 0,890,513 2,561,460 5,51,647
]
Rangpur (parts) 552 4,17,285 2,265,449 * f,91,620
. -]
Dinajpur 2,741 12,56,466 5,80,140 5,79,713
® Rajshahi (parts) 674 o 3,655,742 2,19,631 95,018
Malda 2,004 12,32,618 6,99,945  4,65,678
L 4

Table 27 ghows the area gnd populations in the two
parts of B®ngal.

*
[ ] ‘o
Tasir 27. AREA & POPULATION IN TWO PROPOSED PROVINCES
AND IN THE PRESENT BENGAL AND STATES

Area (sq.  Total Muslims Hindus
miles)  population : ¢

Hindu Bengal

40,750 2,78,32,449  01,26,604 1,70,70,574

Muslim Bengal 36,602 3,24,74,076  2,38,78,830 79,88,450
o .
States 5,434 11,53,852®  3,66,254 7,42,700 .
[ L]
Present Bengal 82,876 - 6,14,60,377 3,33,71,688 2,58,01‘724

This plan of division may be some improvement on what
= has been previously described. According to this, the
Hindu Bengal will extend over®a continuous stretch of land
covering an area of 40,750 square miles. It is true that the
Sareg of Hindu Bengal will be 4,000 sq. mifes ¥rigger thaw
that of*Muslim Bengal! but it may be pginted out that only .
.45 per cent of theStotal arable land of the present Bengal
will come under Hindu Bengal. It will contain a population
oP 2,78,32,449. Thé Hindus will number 1,70,70,574 and
the Muslims 91,26,604. The comanunal percentages in the
proposed Hindu Bergal will be as follows : Muslims 32.8,
Hindus and otherf 67.2 The Muslim Bgngal, on the other
hand, will contain a population of ¥,24,74,076. There,
the number of Muslims will be 2,38,98,830 arfd Hindus, ,
79,88,450. The communale percentages in the proposed, -~
Mustim Bengh] wilkbe as folbws : Muslims 73.5, Non Muslims
26 5. 'The Hindu Bengal will then contain some,46 perce\nt
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" of! the preSent populatlon of Bengal a,bout the same as is
“the percentage of ‘Hindiis "in the’ present’ provmce (1941
“Census) * 1t is true that 3 large number of the’ total Hlnd‘us
(32%) ewill still*have tolive in thé other part of ‘Béngal,

s but that, is unavmdable in any scheme that may be proposed

!.uv S -.l T WAL BEHL sea <)
- ':» y : VI .

.. The questioy’ cof Hindus. «bélonging 1t6 the so-called
scheduled castes may now be .considered. In 1941 they
numbBered about 76 lakhs (75, 97 4043 If the province be
partltloned purely on -the comiunal-basis’(see table 13),

~some 45 lakhs. of the members of the scheduled castes will *
live in Hindu Bengal (62 per .cent of the total number).q
{Table 28 shows thelr d1sbr1but10n in the different parts of

I-Imdu Bengal S ; FRSE N

TasLE 28." NUMBERS 0B MEMBEES 03 SCHEDSLED CAST}gs

. IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF HINDU BENGAL kS
LI . N :

S o e e ) Popu}e,tgl?n v
Burdwan-division ., 1§,:35,9;38,

. Darjeelmg distfiet, . ! ‘_1532539:22'
J&lpmgum 2 325 504 -
Ra.ngpur dxstnct (parts)  ~. 60 532 ‘ .

. Dma;,pur . : * o ! 3 02,218
. ®*Malda’ - " o 67003
Caleuta A 2 tae og5ag T
T Mursh1dabad e, . T Lssote
P s RO
R LY
Khulpa  ~ 7 - K 527
g ot Gmao
Bakafgs,nj e gl 70,136
HINDU BENGAL ', 3§ 001

- o8y N S et S,

-If the prowince be partitioned in‘a different: Wway (see table 27)
~ the number of the members of the scheduled".castes in Hindu
“Bengal -will shg.htly increase?, They W111 then .. number
46,§3 D27 1 . 63 per. cent of then‘ present strengfh lTheJr
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distribution in different partsof Hindu and Muslim Bengal
have been shown in tables 29 and 30, In the States they
number a little more than 2 lakhs (2,18,434) ; 2,06,448 in
Cooch Behar State and 11,986 in Tripura State. ,

TasrLe 29. NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF SOHEDULED CASTES
IN DIFFEREN%® PARTS OF HINDU BENGAL

o
Population ©

Burdwan division 18,35,038 )
Darjoeling. district ® 28,922
Jalpaiguri » 3,25,504
Rangpur * . 1,44,725
Dinajpur »e 3,07,832
Malda » 75,535,
Rajshahi L 21,119

" Murshidabad *  L,67,184e
Nadia » ) * 1,43,682
Jessore » 3,14,856
Khulns ”» . 4,70,450 *
24-Parganas » . 7,43,397
Caleutta " , 55228

e o

Hindu Bengal 46,33,572 .

Tasre 30. NUMBERS OF MEMBERS OF SCHEDULED
CASTES IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF MUSLIM BENGAL
L]

. Population

Rangpur distriet 3,606372
g Bogare ¥ ¥ o 61,303 .
Pabng e - T L4738
Dinajpur ” 91,578
Rajshahi ” - ¢ .54,531
Mytensingh 3.40,676
Dacea » .{,09,905 .
*© Faridpw 7 527,496

427 ,667 ¢

o ? Bakfrganj K
L
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&anLE 30 (Continued) Posulation .
N § LTS [ . TR Opu - iOn A ¢

;ZT}ppera, CL BN "2,27,643‘l i
 Noakhali PR | o8L8l7 . T
IR S DEE T 4 e Ly
Chittagong A T b7,024 ¥
A R . . . L . AR |
» xChittagong ‘Hilli Tracts* '+ 1+ 283 - . i1
e L S S
Muslim Bengal 27,45,398 . .y
“ e i
’ . s e I, .,
‘e VII « | ' e

. , ‘ L et
It may now be pointed out tha’c in every country
of the world that has establish®d a new regime, the older

. provinces were mvarlably broker’ up, and newer ohes were
. .created. France, Germany and the U.S.S.R. can be cited

as egamples. In Indm whichever boundary line is‘accepted,

- each of the two new provinces will' have an area much bigger
than most of the important avtonomous statey of #he US A,
-or attogomous provinces of Canada. If the U.S.A. with
- a population of 1%tle over 18 crores can be _divided into 48
" states, the present provinces of India with a population of
. 30 crores can very well be re-constituted ' mto a larger number

" of regibnal units. Table 31 shows the*area and. populatlon
'of most of the original®states in the US.A, Whlch dommate
today in the affairs of the country o

. TABLE »31' A.RDA &ND POPULATION oF CERTAIN
. StaTEs IN THE .U. 8. A.
) \. ] . e s
* Stabes . .A.rea . Population
Sq. miles. .(1930 Census) -

g .
LI R

Maine ., 33,000 -, 7,97,000 e

° :
South -Carolina ® 31,000  17,39,000°

&t

€ Wost Virginia 24,200  17,20,000 J*
O - - * L - P
Marylegd "o 13,300 ® 16985000

G T roa g : (4 i 4
Vermont > . o 2800 ® 3,60,000 ~ ¢
z ° (%) N .
New Hampshire -, : 9,300 -4,65,000 ®
) . S ] -
Mas§ééhusett% © 8,300, 42;50,000 -
NeW‘Jersey 8,200 :10,4’1,00(), i » .
. Comnegticut . 5,000 - 16,07,000 =~
' . o . . ’ . 1. .
Delawate” ., 2,400  2,38,000 v
. [ ' -. o . & . * ’
¢ Rhode Island ) 1 250 6,87,00 i .

LA IRTRAL e @ 23 R LT 4'.' .
. . C

.
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The total population of all these states together doés
not even exceed that of the proposed Western Bengal, the
smaller of the two provinces. In Canada two of the most
important provinces—New Brunswick (27,473 sq. miles)
and Nova Scotia (20,743 sq. miles) have each an area less
than that of any part of Bengal, and a total population of
10 lakhs only. In the U.S.S.R as may as enine,Soviet
republics out of the original eleven have considerai)ly less
population than that of any of the proposed provinces of
Bengal. The total popylation of all those nine republics
comes to a little over 3 crores, (1939) as shown in the following
table.

o
TABLE 32. POPULATION OF CERTAIN REPUBLIOS IN THE U.S.S.R.

White Russian S.S.R  55,67,976  ® Turkmenian 8.8.R 12,53,985

Azerbaidzhanian S.8.R 32,09,727 Uzbek 8.8.R 62,82.,446
Georgian S.S.R 35,42,289 Tadzhik S.8.R 14,85,091
Armenign SR » 12,81,599 Razakh S.8.R 61,45,937

. Kirghiz S.8.R }4,59,301

In Europe there are atleast 13 ind'ependent countries -
with an area not exceeding that of any of the two provinces
of Bengal, and a population considerably less. Table 33
shows the area and population of cerfain countries in Europe
as they were before World War II.

TABLE 33. AREA AND POPULATION OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES

v Euror® .
Country Ares®  Population
(Sq. miles)

Bulgaria 39,800 60,90,000
Czecho-Slovakia 38,6Q0 1,05,00,000
Portugal 85,300 72,75,000
Eire ' 27,000 29,72,000

o *Latvia . 25400 19,560,008
*Lithuenia = * ° 21,500 2540,000
. *Estonia _" 1Mo,000
Denmark ., © 715,600  37,06,000
Switzerland 15,900 41,687,000
The Netherlands 13,200 ¢ 85,57,000
Belgium * 11,800 83,00,000
Albania 10,600 10,509,000

Enough has been said to indicate that both in point
of area and population each of the two proposed provinces
will have a s‘o;onger claim tham many-a countries in Europe .

L] 'Y °

P [>‘ Now included ing the U.8.8.R.} . ~



f[. 317 1~

and autonomous- stateslr;nd provinces in North.:America

~ and republics of the Soviet Union. Even. in India there .
“are already at least two. in the list of ma]m provinces; that .
are fhuch. shaller in. afea—Orissa (32,198 "Sq..miles), -and
NW.F.P. (14,263 Sq. miles). And if the populatlon figures
be taken into account, there are four provincessin.lhdia .‘
(Assam. Oritsa, N.W.F.P. and'Sind) which; contain less; *
and two others (Bombay and the Punjab), w1th about thec
same’ populatlon as that of the proposed-Western Bengal
Moreover there has already been agmove to create:new. pro-

- vinbes ‘in other parts 'of India.  The Madras: ‘Assembly -
has recently passed by an over: Whelmlng ma]omty the
Government sponsored resolution recommendnrg t0 - the.
Constituent Assembly thé djvision of Madzag proyince inte
four provinces : Tamylnad Andhra™ Desa’ = Kerala and
Karna.’oakQJ P Sy

¥ ..e' ?
oy H

ﬁri';

.convenience than ‘R any @ther cons1derat10n
to all‘that one time tlie name Bengal incladéd the: Whal ofi:
the possessions of the British in’: Nérthein Indla :
the Mphammadan period the name Béngal was; appherd
that portionsof the present. Bengal‘whlch les? to/ the eat o \,3‘
the “Brahmaputra and south of the Padma:, In ’the H‘indua
". period thére had been a number of autonomotis plovlnces ,?f
perhaps- loosely fgderated, each changing: its bodhdary
a number:of times. « Fop example, the ancient'.kindom of
garidae as it was:known to the-Greeks, flourished from

350 B:C.to 200 A.D. This kingdom had extended from the °
Subarnarekha on the west to the Padma on the east;,more or o
less coinciding with the hresent divisions off Bu1dwan and
Presidency.  One also comes across the names”of céuntries

.Jike Bangw, Qaura, Rarh, Pundra, Varendra, Karnasubarnaq
Sapatata, Suhma and Harlkela Fagh: of: thesedhad 8clu-
pied 's'ome part _QWY at’ one tgme or other. These

. old names have some C ;fgr she weople of Bengal and

it may be suggested that the Pproposed Western Bengab be *.

named Gaur-Bauga, andithe rest of Bengal be included

~under the name of:Subdrna-Banga, after an ancient capltal

- town of Kdstern Bengal Sonar-gaon. e

. Another pom’o deserves special attentlon ‘It is often
“said thaf a divisidn of Bengal would mean the d1strupt10n

1. It is,in fact, a fiction that the desert pla,t,eau of\Nevada,. with &
population of less- tRan 100,000, is & Sovereign bate in® the senses that
yw York @”——U S. A by Brogan, London, 1041... - ' L%
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of a linguistic region. In Bengal the majority of the people
speak Bengali language today, but who knows what will
happen in future, as there are countries in other parts of the
world, where the mother-tongue has been suppressed and a
foreign-tongue has been deliberately fostered. And then
even today some 60 lakhs Bengali speaking Hindus and
Muslims live in the two adjacent provinces—Bih#r and
Assam, as shown on the accompanying map. Besides,
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Hindi speaking population live in atleast three provinces-

Bihar, the TW. and the C.P.* It may also be poited out

that® the §linguistic method of dividing Europe has failed\
. P ] .
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‘Examples such as those of the Brussels Basm the Middle
Danube Plains and the Balkans show clearly that the spatial
_extension of common language does not necessarily coircide
with the territory of national states’l. Most of the countries
in. North and South- Amenca tell the same story. When
it comes to creating mew autonomous provinces within a
state, the withes of large numbers of people residing in any,
partleu]al area shbuld have the first priority. The wishes
of the. majority, of people of Western Bengal have perhaps .
been well expressed in a reoent statgment issued to the Press
by ene of the great leaders of modern India.

" To" quote “Ten 5ears of comeunal ‘raj’ in. Bengal has

. produced disastrous [results in every sphere of life. In

respect of education) trades commerce, services; land and
‘property, women’s honour, religious rights, the minority
community " in Bengal has suffered immeasurably at the -
hands of a ruthless cemmunal admlmstra‘glon What.

- Bengal has passed through is not a- mere communal s‘cruggle

Jtisa smlster and pldnned attempt on the part of an organi-
sed government, to ttilise its machinery secretly and openly .
to reduce the minor 1ty community to ‘a state of serfdom.

- It shopld not be overlooked that all this has happened when

- Bengal has remamed within a united India. The Central

Government being unable to glve any protectlon to the

" minority’’. i e

“Today the Bhtlsh dovernment hag announced that
its rule over India will c®se not later than June, 1948. If
78 Muslim League' does not agree to join the Constituent
“Assembly, Bengal n‘ay be cut off from the rest of Indida in
the light of. this announcement The Congress also has
declared that it will not impose any constitution on.any
unwilling area Whmh is unrepresented in the Constituent
"~Assembly® ﬁ Beng%l s constitution, is left to be deterrgine

- by™a body of persagd, the majority &f *whoma are ‘Jominated
~ by the Muslim* IM wheth€r in or outside *thg

Indian Union, we can expec pfote ction whatsoever from _

- their hands. Our only salvation in such cireumstancesies

in gemanding for ourselves a separate province which will
be large enough injarea and populdtion and wherein will
reside more .thag two- th1rds of the total Hmdu population
of Bengal 7 [

¢ let us noL ‘allow emo‘olon alone to deternune vital

- matters that affect our very eX1stence W\e woujd - all

, The Ita]o Yugo }v Boundary, by A E.Moodle, London,'l945 .
A : ! . ('Y
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have liked to see Bengalees as such living together in one
united Bengal. If, however, the majority community cons-
stantly declare and demonstrate, to use the words of Mr.
Jinnah, that there was nothing in common between Hindus
and Muslims, and indeed, that there was much that was in
conflict between the two, why should we shed constant tears
and ourselves pave the way for committing sdicides? Let
others go their own way and see for theiselves how they .
- can serve the best interest of their own community and pro-
vince. Let us choose osir path and build up at least tllat
portion of the province where we predominate. We shall
wmake that an effective bgse for defending the rights and
honour of any citizens in North-Eastern India.'”’

® The Amrita Bazar Patrika teok recently a Gallup Poll
from among its readers with a view to ascertaining public
opinion on the question of the proposed paetitfon of
Bengal for the crpation of a separgte homeland for Bengal
Hindus, and announced its results on April 23, 1947,
According to the Patrika 5,34,249 ansgers were received ,
up to the 15th April, 1947, out of which 5,25,170 ¢.e. 983
per cent voted for the partition of Bengal. No comment
is necessary.

VIII
The accompanying map also shows the concentration
or dispersal of both Hindw and Muslim populations. Genera-
rally speaking, Muslims prefer rtverine areas, and Hindus,
relatively dry land above the dlood-level. Hence, the
greatest concentration of Muslims usually occurd along they
banks and sand-islands of the Brahmaputra, Padma and
w= Meghna. There are six such areas. The northernmost
of these with over 90 percent,of Muslim population occurs
in the border region between Rangpur and Mymensingh
8igtricts, through which flows the Brahmapufra® It com-..
prises fomr, thagas @R&humari in Rangpur ; Dewangaej,
Islampur, and Melagdaha in Mymenge#h), and covers an
area of 491 square mids. <\ ljth e south occurs another
‘regwon with great Muslim concentration (over 90%) on the
right bank of the Jamuna in the distrjcts of Pabna and Bogra
(Kazipur, and Dhunos). This covers an area of 227
square miles. The third Muslim concentration lies not
®very far from the confluence of # the Padma
and Meghna on the Faridpur sides Its areais 96 -
square miles. The remaining one covers an area of 260
square mileg ,omprising thee two islands b.oder’ilzg on the

1 Th Amrita Bazar Pdtrika, March 20, 1947, .
a N
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Shahabazpur channel of the Meghna (Daulatkhan in: Bamsal ;
-and Ramgati in Noakhah) There are only two areas with
over 90 per cent, of Muslims away from any large, rlver One
suoh'occurs in the Bogra district’ (Kahalu), covering an area
-of 93,5q. miles. The other occurs in the Ra]shah1 distrigt,
comprlsmg the thanas of Mohanpur, Durgapur and Ba,gmara. ’
Tts, areg is €91 square miles. The- predommantly Muslim
land (over 90%), therefore, covers some 1 448 square mlles
in Wldely scattered areas. , g

-~ The- percentage of . M.ushms eems tao range between -
70 -and 90 in -the greater part of the remajning -Muslim
.majority-areas. This tract includes practically the whole
of the Muslim portion of the Rbjshahi division, except ih ™
the neighbourhood of the proposed boundary line, the whole
of the Mymensingh distirict except a narrow fringe .in the -
northe ang east, the whole-of the Tippera district except in )
the Brahmanbarla subdivision, practically the whole of tlge
districts of Noakhali and® Chlttagong, ‘ands the. graater part
of the Bakarganj district. In East Bengal it is, only it the -
* Dacca district that the Miislims are not in an overwhelmmg
ma]orlty So also is the case in the north western part of '
the Barisal district.

The predominantly Hmdu land (over 90 %), on the othel
“hand, covers a much larger area. Tt covers in one stretch an
area, of 6,152 square miles in the south western part of the
_ ‘province. This block consjsts of the followmg administrative
.areas :—Asansol S‘ublelsmn except Kulti and Asansol (53
3,Jnlles)-the Sadar subdivision of Bankura, (1,933 sq. mlles)
“ Sonamukhi, Bishhupur and Jaypur of the Bishnupur 'sub-
‘division - (389 sq.. mijles), Jhargram subdivision (1,187 sq.
> . miles), Sadar subd1V1s1on ip the Midnapur district except the=
thanas of Midnapur, Késhput and Kharagpur town (1,721 sq,
_ miles) ; &xhgtal and Chandrakona of Ghatal subdivision - and
the Gogﬁa‘o thana of Hooghly (386 sq. miles). The;e.are
two other sma, atches in thé ﬁooﬁy dliStrict” with
Hindus over 90 per Qvering m‘area of 142'sq: Imle§

(1) Tarakeswar and Pmshoom (2) Singur o
© o "And’ agam in the north there- exists-a wide stretch™ of
Jand where Hindus including so- called tribals form more
than 90 per oent of the total populafolon It comprises,
the whole of the, district of Darjeeling except the thana of
-Phansidewa, the northern thanas. of the J alpaiguri district.
- (Kumargram, Kalchini, Madarihat, Nagarkata, Mitali). The

®ly Jyast

total area heie comes “to about 2 ()00’ 8q. n\les :
d LA

Va R R TR
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If the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts be taken
into account, where non-Muslims form more than 90 per
cent.of the total population, the area where Hindus including
so-called tribals form more than 90 per cent of the *total
population comes to about 13,000 sq. miles. This area is
much bigger than many of the independent states in Europe
and South America, and may be taken as an®argument in
favour of creating two provinces out of the present Bengal.
This argument will be more forceful when it is known that
in the remaining portiog of the Burdwan division (excep} in
the Kandi subdivision and two eastern thanas of the Burdwan
district) the percentage of Hindus ranges between 70 and 90.
The southern portion of the Jalpaiguri also shows the same
kigh percentage of Hindus. = ,

Table 34 shows the number of thanas with varying
percentages of Muslims in each district of Bengdl. It
appears that in Bengal there are pnly 23 thanas with over
90% of Mustim populatlon whereas there are as many as
78 thanas with over 909%, of non-Muslim gopulatich. Hence
non-Muslims of Bengal may very well claim that the portion
in which they predominate may be given the status of a
province. .

TaBLE 34. NUMBERS OF THANAS WITH VARYING PERCENTAGE OF
MusLiM POPULATION
Over 80—~ 70- 60- 50~ 40- 30- 20— 10— Below -
909% 909% 899 70% .60% 50% 409 309% 209% 10%

Birbhum TR U B 1 2 6 4
-Burdwar; e e e e e 2 % g~ —l

Bankura - .. e e . .. . 3 16

b [

Midnapore e e 1 9 23

I:Iooghly L T R, % 11 5~_

HoVrdh & . 8. o . 2 4 6 e
‘Murshidabad ST M 2 .. 1

Nadig o4 992 8 5 1 1

Jessore e 4 10 5 4 °

Khulna e e l. 2 2 4 10 3 .. 1
*24Parganas .. .. 1 1 7 374 14 s 1

Calcutta RN . 1 .. 4 2. 3 6 ’ 8 8

Darjee{ing . , e e as o... R o1

Jalpaiguri? ‘ .. 1 2 2 1 3 3 s\
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TABLE 34 (Confimued) =~ 170w it v eTO oy gl e
Bt ¢ - . . R : _ e o
Over 80— 170- 60— 50~ 40- ‘302 .20- . 10- Below
oo 0% 90% 80% 0% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20% 10%
Dinajpur L 2.6 7 7 .6 T2 -
Rangpur ¢ . T 5 14 6 "2 3N ..
+Bogra 501 2 et Lo .
Pabha L 4 106 2 g e
b . - ~ . ‘ . T - ¢
‘Rajshahi - 3.6 7 3 2 1
Malde e . 4 %2 2 2 2.1
Mymensingh 3 2¢ 10610 2 1 .. .. .0 ..°
Dacca ) .8 6 13 3 .2 i .
i b - L. .
Faridpur 1 8 1.8 105 1 Lttt
K ) ® - ° - )
Barisal ‘- '_ 3 13, 8 3 3 4 .. .
) . S - At M N N - S . il
Tippera o %2 s 2 1 L.
. Noskhali -~ 27 873 1 e
Chittagony . 4 7, /5. 2 3 e e e

Chittagong H. T .. - .. ... .. ! L0710

Cooch-Behar : . AR l. . - 1 3 '-2‘ .2
o ) : . ° - : i
Tripura e el @ .. 1 .1 1 3 2°
BENGAL _ .23 102. 98. 76 60, 56 30 47. 65 86

- ,‘ . «
.
[ ]

. IX ; - e &

- . Ve C A

"~ A study of »theWgtges $f Bengal districfs <

recorded in different census yeaPe would reveal how rapidl

Hindus have been decreasing in Eastern Bengal. It will
~also be clear that’ three «of the Muslim-majority districts,
Murshidabad, Malda and Dinajpur which pay present today - -
some difficulty in gffecting a partition, were in fact Hindu- .
~ majority districts some time or other in the past. Table

26 shows the population figures in each district per 10,000

of the tatal population in each census year. Based on

these figures the districts of thé province can \e‘ grouped |
into five types. o . N RN
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Type 1—In this type one of the major communities has been increasing
as against the decrease of the other. The province as a whole
also shows the same tendency. The sub-groupings under this

type: are as follows :
(a) Malda and Murshidabad ; Hmdu-Ma;onty districts in €he past.

(b) Nadia, Jessore, Dacca and Faridpur ; Though Muslim-majority
* districts at present the difference between communal percentages
was not as wide in the past as it is today. .

[
(c) Khulna and Dinajpur ; Muslims have heen slowly decreasing.
.

Type 2-——Mushms are in an overwhelming majority, The sub-groupings
under this type gre the foHowing :—

(2) Rajshahi; The majority community shows a decreasing taidency.

(b) Pabna, Bogra, Bar®al and Chittagong—The majority commu-
nity has been increasing, but not too repidly.

(¢) Rdngpur, Mymensingh, Tibpera, Noakhali—The majority com-
munity has been rapidly increasing from one decade to the other.

Type 3--The Hindus are in an overwhelming majority. ﬁ’he sub-group-
e inigg under this type are as fellows :—

{a) Birbhum and Burdwan——The ma;orlty commasnity has been
rapidly declining. .

(b} Midnapur, Bankura, Hooghly, Howrah—The majority community
" shbws a décreasing tendency.

"' 1é) 24-Parganas—Tt is only in thie district that the percentage of
Hindus was found to increase shghblv

Type 4—The Hindus form the majority communlty and the tnbal comrau*

nity is the second-largest. e °

(a) Jalpaiguri—Hindus and MRlimg® decreasmg as against the

increase of the tribal community. -
-

(b) Cooch-Behar—Hindu-ma,jority State—Hindus slowly décreasing
as against the increase of Muslims

(¢) Tripura—Hindu-majority State~A large number of tribals
were brought back to the Hindu community during the: decade

1881-91. o o .

Type 5-MheTy forgn a0 important community. The Bengah spagaking

. population g the minimum. .
{a) Darjeeling—8indgs still mnate, .
(b) Chittagong Hsll TractS—A number of Hindus were returned as

-
tribals only in the last census. Hmdus were Imore numerous
than Muslims till 1931. .

Type l(a)——M‘ﬂnlda and Murshidabad.

In both these districts Hindus Had formed a clear
magonty at the time of the 1881 Census. Im Malda the
Hmdus were larger in numpber than the rest of the compiu-
nities tilk Ygl and even ab the time of 1991 census ‘they were
oounfl to fbe mores numerous than Muslims, * Smce Joo1
4



[ 89 1

N

%//
.

4+
o A o
districts

rent

e

4
iffe

jor communities in di

Figl9~ '+

. o
mw/////,ﬂ//////////////mmm s
////WW//W

%////%W///W/////////////ﬂ/%ws

.

: o o o
S < pis b= <
N o 3 w =

S 40005

-

. 3
- = N
oo HY

L P

o

-
.

. . MALDA;
Fig. 8
A comparative study of the three ma,

|

tion in the respactive districts.
N P - -

of Bengal per 10,000 of popula

PR : . ’
[In both these figures the bottom line represents 3,000 Hindus, and: the .top line ,

y district till 1901,

) has been steadily decréasing since

5000°Muslims. Iteis clear tha¢ Malda was a non-Muslim m.a,jorjt

nereased, at

enbing

881, and among-the non-Muslims the propostion of others (tribals) also i

he proportion of non-Muslims’(Hindus and Others

Hindus are

he expense of Hindus. . Inghé district'of Nadéa the colurans rep

thooes

A ]

*height]. -,

£, IR L PR
DA 1R L RO

ound to decrease in
. .

L



[ 40 ]
»”
Muslims were found to increase steadily mainly by emigra-
tion from the neighbouring Muslim-majority areas, and by
1941 they formed 56.7 per cent of the total population.

In Murshidabad there was the same story. In 1881
Hindus were more numerous than all the other commu-
nities put together. In 1891 Hindus wepe still more
numerous than Muslims. Tt is from the beginnifg of this
century that Muslims began to outnumber Hindus form onee
census year to the next until they formed® 56.7 per cent of
the total population in®1941. * .

Type 1(b)—Nadia, Jessare, Dacca and Faridpur :

- It is true that in none of the above districts Hindus
were ever the majority community within the last
sixty years, but their numbers in earligr year
were not very much less than those of Muslims
in at deasé thtee districts—Natlia, Dacca and Faridpur.
In all these three districts Hindus have been steadily decreas-
ing on the one hand, and Muslirhs have®beensteadily increas-
ing on the other hand. In the district of Nadia the rate of
decrease varied considerably from one decade to the other.
In the district of Dacca the rate of decrease of Himlus was
more uniform. In both the distficts of Nadia and Dacca
the rate of decrease has considerably slowed down during,
the last decade, 1931-41. In the Faridpur district the rate
of increase of Muslims showed down ®earlier (1911), It is
only in the district of Jessore® th#t the percentages of
Hindus and Muslims remained about the same in alt™thege
years.

Type 1(c)—Khulna and Digagpur :
. It is only in these two districts that Muglimg have been_
Slowly docreasing in number from one decade fo the other,
In the Dithjperdisfrict Muslims were geminority community -
during the two de}adqg Mh in 1941 they re-
ggined their doubtful m#fority. In the Khulna district

Muslims lost their majority for the firsy time during the
decade 1901-11, . .

Type 2(a)——Rajs]r.1ahi . In’ this predoginantly Muslim
majority distriet the proportion of Muslims has been slowly
decreasing and that of Hindus remained almost “stationary. -

Typt 2(b) gpd 2(c)——Pa,bnag.Bogra, Barisal and .Chittagong:
Rangpur, Mymensingh Tippera and Noakhali i, '
- 4

-
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In the predominantly Muslim wmajority district:; of
Pabna and Bogra the proportion of Muslims has been in-
creasing, but not as rapidly as in the districts bordering on
either the Brahmaputra—Rangpur and Mymensingh or
on the Meghna—Tippera and Mymensingh. The districts
of Barisal and Chittagong show an increase, alternating with
a decrease or no change. The net result imdicaged a defi-
nite rise in the Muslim proportion ir between the census

years 1881 and 1941. "It may be printed put that in Chitta™ .

gong, which is a Muslim-majgrity district the tribal figures
instead of increasing’as in a Hindu-majority districtrather
declined.

o

Type 3(a)—Birbhum and Burdwan : Birbhum is the only
district in Western Bengal where the proportion of Hindus
has been steadily decreasing and that of Muslims slowly
increasing, though Birbhum is still a predomilﬁnﬂy Hindu-
majorjty distyict. In the disgrict of Burdwan the same
trend is noticeable, though the rate of decrease of Hindus is
much slower. Unlike in the districteof Birbhum, the pro-
portion of Muslims did not show an appreciable increase
between the years 1881 and 1941.

Type 3(b)—Midnapore, Bankur#, Hooghly and Howrah :

In all the districts belonging to this type the communal
percentages remained about the samg during the last sixty
years. 1t is also clear that ig the districts of Midnapore
and Bankura the percentages of Hindus showed a shagp fall
with a consequent rise of the percentages of the tribal Co-
mmunity at the time of the 1941 census.

L ]
Type 3(c)—24-Parganas : 'The percentage of Hindus slowly
inereased and that of Muslims somewhat decremsed. .
- e

- b4 : o
Type 4(&?} —'—ﬂ'ﬁpaggu;i : The per ges of Hindus and’
Muslims declined ¢teagily sj 1, and that of the tribal

qommunity increased because of the fact that it is a tea-
growing district. .
[ ]
L]

Type 4(b)—Cooeh Behar : In this Hindu State the
percentage of Hindus was found to décrease and that of
Muslims to jncrease. The increase in, the lattes percentage
is due to the fact that a large number of land less Muslim
culéivatqrs, from the neigfbouring distrjcts emigrate info
$lfis gtate fvery yegr. .

—
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I'ype 4(c)—Tripura : This is also a Hindu-majority S‘_oate.’
But unlike in Cooch-Behar the percentage of Hindus slowly
increased and that of Muslims decreased during the last
sixty years. * The state authorities clearly demonstrated
that there is no justification for keeping out the tribal
community from the Hindu fold.
[ ]

Type 5(a)—Darjeeling : It is in this district as in 5alpai-
guri that the percentage of Hindus dropped, sharply from

1931 to 1941 because of the inclusion of a large number of
Hindus in the Tribal fold. The percentage of Musliths
somewhat declined. .
Tepe 5(b)—Chittagong Hill Tracts : This is the only
district of Bengal where the tribal community is the largest.
During the decade 1881-1901 the percentage of  Hindus
increased and that of Muslims and tribals decreased. The
percentage of ¢he thibal community Yose sharply twice (1911
and 1941) at the expense of Hmdus .

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that in the predomi-
nantly Hindu-majority districts, the percentage of Hindus
was found to decrease and that of Muslims remained tons-
tant from one decade to the other, whereas in the Muslim-
majority districts the percentage of Muslims went on increa-
sing and that of Hindus Went on .(iecrea,sing It may also
be emphasised that due to the policy of ‘I%turmng as tribes
all members of tribal communitief no® matter what their
individual religion was,” Hindus were affected much nfOPe
than the Muslims at the time of 1941 census. A comparison
of population figures between one Muslim-majority district
district like Chittagong andea Hindu-majority district
like Midnapore or Bankura will amply bring out thls fact.

-e .
% 0 * o —

. LY
*1. Seefig. 2. Antilogd® 3@ is W h)
. Antilog of 3-89 is9,762 (Midnapore)

That is to say, in the year 2,041, the positign in the*two districts will
be as follows - | .

e Mymensingh—a Musli;nanajority district - The nugber of Muslims in
exects of Hindus per 10,000 population will be 8,128, the present differ-
ence belng 5,584. o N

Midnapore—a Hindu ma}onty district - The number of Hindus in
execss of*Musligs per 10,000 population will be 7,762, the present " differ-
ence pelng 7,633, (
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=137

TABL]" 39 NUMBERS OF HINDUS, MusLIMS, A\*D OTHERS
- PER 10,000 OF THE POPULATION
. 1881 1801 1901 1011 1921 J931 1941
Birbhum 7,764 7,436 7,289 7,024 6,805 6,717 6,548 H-
. 2,053 2,127 2,235 2,381 2,507 2,669 2,741 M
. 183 437 476 595 688 614 711 0
Burdwan 8049 8,030 7,968 7,934 7,799 7,862 7,372 H.
. .. 1,898 1,921 1,876 1,888 1,851 1,856 1,786'M
. * 253 49 156 178 350 282 942 O
Biakura 8,743 8,604 8,740 ‘8,606 8,632 v9,099 8,363 H
' 444 424 "458 454 457 459 431 M
v _ 813 972 - 802, -850 - 911 442 '1,206 O °
Midnapore 8,878 8,822 8,845 8,781 8,820 8,906 8,406
: 652 ~ 651e 664 686 677 759  TI3 M
o 470 527 491 633  503. 335 821 O.
Hoog}'ﬂy‘ . 8,053 8142 8,207 8,108 8,192 8,293 7,988 H
\ 1,937 1,832 1,759 1.688 1,608 1,617 ‘1,503 M
. 10, 26 3¢ 204 200 e 0. . 509 O
Howrah o 8,089 7,925 7,008 7,867 7,928 7,830 7,950 H
- ..1,956 2,043 2,059 2,073 2,030 2,127 1,990 M .
- 36 - 82 33 60 42~ 43 .60.0
24.Paggana§ 6,202 6,277 6,304 6,269 6,421 - 6,420 6,532 H -
: 3,733 3851 . 3,624 3,614 - 3,462 3,365 3,247 M
. 65 + 72 72 118 117 - 215 . 2210
Caleutta 6,260, 6517 6,505 ,6,750 7,083 6,871 7,262 "
- 3,178 2,981 2,048 °2,606 2,303 2,600 2,359. M.
. 582 - 50® 547 ,554 614 - 529 379 0
Nadia o 4,388 4,192 4,056 3,972 3,011 3,753 3,739'H ‘
bl ) 5,573 5,762 5,895 5953 6,018 6177 .6,126 M
_ 39 46 49 15 71 70 . 1350
Murshidabad 5,174 4,988 4,827 4,688 4,505 . 4,301 . 4,053 H
4,809 4,946°® 2,077 5,197 5,357 "5,556 5,655 M
) 17 96 96 115 138 143  .202 O -
Jessore- ®, ® 3062 3,905 3,871 3,799 3,811 3,795 "3,044 H
‘ v 6,036 6,089 ~ 6,124 186 6,176 fahhl6 VT M
- 26 5 v e 9 35 0
Khulna 4,849 O 4,941 g4, 9% 5,003 5,022, 5,031eH
5,144 5,129 6 75,022 4,975 4,950 4,936 M .
7 9 13 %4 22 28 @330
Rajshahi %157 2124 2,223 2,132 2,137 2281 - - 2,095 H
7,842 7,873 7,763 @56 7,654 , 7,579 7,465 M
, 1 .83 14 112, 209 140 440 O
Dinajpur 2732 4,759 4,636 ' 4,499 4,409 . 4, 522 . 4,020 H®
5255 5150 4957 4,884 4.907 5,051 5020 M
- "3 82 407 617 684 427 = 960 O
Jalpaiguri 6,326 - 6,598 790 6,063 5,502 6,753 5,038 H
T 3,585 3,265 2402 ,2,631, 2,475 8,399 *2332 M
] 89 t-308 1,306 «-2,025\12-‘,‘84&" .2,630 O
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M 0 °
o 'L H——‘Hifus; M—.—l\guslims; O—Others).

Tartr 35 (Continued) -
1881 18091 1901 1611 1921 131 141
Darjeeling 8,171 7,666 7,542 7,141 17,120 7,412 4,743 H
o 527 448 370 356 301 263 243 M
o 1,302 1,887 2,088 2503 2579 2325 5014 O
Rangpur 3,802 3,719 3,605 3,370 3,155 2,877 2,789 H
6,099 6,272 6,366 6,578 6.803 7.079 7,141 M
L 9 9 29 52 42 °44 o 100
Bogra 1,918 1,897 1,804 1,695 1,684 1,635 1,488 H
8,081 8087 8182 8239 8249 8336 8393 M
.1 36 14 _ 66 87° 20 1190
Pabna 2,756 2,658 2,514 2,480 2,406 2,299 2,25G%H
7,242 7,339 7,483 7511 7583 7.6 0 T, 707 M
S 9 3 o 3 9 11 11 370
Malda 5,337 5,021 4,982 4,636 4,063 4,217 3,778 H
- 4,638 4,720 4,807 ,5.083 5151 5428 5.679 M
o 25 259 211 331 786 355 543 O
~Dacea 4,048 3,865 3,729 3,564 3420 3,277 3231 H
5910 6,008 6,226 6,396 6,536 6,681® 6,720 M
) 42 47 45 o 50 44 42 400
~ Mymensingh ° 3,235 3,011 2,781 2,566 2,427 2,289 2,152 H
6,679 6902 7,141 7,344 7491 e 7,736 M
) 8 87 78 ° 90 °s2 55 112 0
Faridpar 4,008 3,882 3,786 3,652 3,625 3,586 3,483 H
5,975 6,098 6,190 6,320 6,346 6,380 6478 M
17 20 24 38 29 34,390
Bakharganj 3,286 3,150 3,115 2,982 2875 2,765 2,701 H
6,669 6,791 6,829 6,974 7,056 7,163 7,233 M
45 50 56 84 69 72 66 O
— . .
Tippera 3,363 3,124 2,038 2768 2579 2414 2,280 H
6,633 6.867 7.054 7.223 7812 7578 7909 M
49 8 ©9e 9 8 11 0
Noakhali 2,577 2457 2,404 2,306 2,235 2,147 1,359
7415 7,583 7,588 7,685 17,757 7.846 8,135 M
8 10 8 9 8 7 6 0
Chittagong 2,430 2,343 2,352 4202 2,258 2,183 2,128 H
7,083 7,169 7,15% 7,219 7,281 7,380 7,454 M
7 487 488 395 479 461 IR 318 O
Chitgogong Hill 1,997 2,405 2,915 926 1,821 1, 720 107 H
Tracts ’_u,g oi5d 398 331 491 386  204mdb
- "285 am 6,587 8,743 7.887 9,509 O
Conch Behar 7,004 w23® 70 6716 6432 6,163 H
. 2.806 2,050 2.967 3. 079 3,258  3.534 3,787 M
10 27 14 15 26 34 _‘5_0__0
Tripura 1,022 6,6%0 6,877 6.8 6,822 6,840 6,779 H
2818 2,698 2,615 2,829 2703 2,712 2,409 M
6,160 © 632 508 285 475 448 822 0
. 822 U
BENGAL 4,882 4,767 4700 4,523 4372 4,348 4,198 H
4,969 5,068 5,119 5,234 5,355 5,444 . 5430 M
149 165 181 243 273 208 372 O
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If the Punjab is to be partitioned, as recommended ,by:the
Congress, the Hmdus in Bengal can very well say that their '
demand ‘for the’ part1t10n ‘of Bengal is far stronger and based
‘on surer grounds. In the non-Muslim part of Bengal it is.
only one gommunity that predominates, whereas in the- non-.
Muslim-part of the Punjab are.to be found two communities, -
*Hindus and S;klgs In both the provinces, non- Mushms
outnumber Muslims by an overwhelmmg major 1\;) in dlstrlcts ’
‘that %re contlguous and pretty large A :

v “The __present Pun]ab has anares of ,148,610"Sq. milesand * |
contains a population of alittle over 3'crores (3:50,13;,017), ¢
--according to .the 1941 censws. Not only, in .the Pun]ab <
thé area involved i is con51derably larger than that of Bengal, -

" but stat®s eecupy a much larger proportlon of the. total*area :
in the Punjab than.in Bengal.- And then trlike- in ‘Bengal; -
states-do not occupy marginal areas in the Punjal. «:In’ both :
the: provmcemwever Mushms form the. ma]orlty;eommu-

nlty i R ‘,,, P . }.?: It .‘ss?
_ Table 36 shows area and populatlons in the provmce
and States of the PunJab _ ‘ ‘
- T e TABL’F‘ 36 AREA AND POPULATION Fo memi e
: Area Tota,l : Mushmso Hmdus .- - Sikhs: - o
. " (sq. miles) PoPgla,tlon ., + - oo

Province- 99,080 2,84,18,810e 1 62,17,242‘ ~ 75,560,372 41,65,167

Stmtes™ * - 38,146 *55,03,55¢ - 22,51,359°-718,55,958  13/88,406
Hill States 11,375 ° 10,90,644 46,678  10,25,300 -  18.478

The Punjab 1,48,610 *3,50,13,017 1,96,15,379 '1,04,31,630  55,72,051
It then- appeaps that' the percéentage- ‘of Muslims in thé
Pugiab (52.9) is about the same as thpt in Bengale-In t9¢
province itself the pe atage ¢ of Mushms 5717718 somewhaj;
higher than the corresp figuge Bengal and ‘the *
percentage of non-Muslims is less (Hindus 26.69% ;. Siklhs

- 14.6%) than that in-Bengal. If for one and a half crores
of Hindus and Sikhs thePunjab_has got, to be partitioned,
then the WlSheS of 21 croves of Hmdus 1n Bengal cannot be
_ignored. ”f" A P g

In ‘the Punjab a®in: Bengal there are two adm1n1strat1ve
divisions, with non-Muslim majority and three Muslim-
maJormy divjisionss, Table 37 shows area and gopulations.
in each leJSlOIl L e . i oo

PR [ IR L,
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TaBLE 37, AREA AND POPULATION IN EACH DIVISION IN THE PUNJAB
L] *
Area Total Muslims Hindus Sikhs
(sq. miles) Population :
Non-Muslim
Magjority . Py
Ambala 14,750  46,95,462 13,18,136  °30,99,483 2,67,502
Jullundur 18,992 54,38,581 18,717,742 19350,802 15,84,753
Py L]

Muslim Magority o
Lahore 12,203 72,18,0(‘)’1 41,99,6568 12,01,062 14,79,792
.Rawalpindi 21,381 47,00,958 40,20,141 4,14,670 2,43,296
Multan 31,763  63.65,817  48,01,565  8,84,355  -5,89,824

The non-Muslims have therefore an overwhehningm&jority
in the eastern part of the provincg, comprising the divisions
of Amb3la and Jullundur and covering an area of 33,742

square miles.

In the Ambala division the no™¥®slims have .

the maximum concentration, but even here this percentage
(72%), it may be remembered, is not as high as the corres-
ponding percentage in the Burdwan division of Bengal.

TasLe 38.

IN THE PUNJAR DIiSTRWOTS (1941)

Ambala Division :

Ares
(sq. miles)
Higsar 5,213
Rohtak 2,246
Gurgaon 2,234
Kajnal 3,126
Kinbala~wy, o LY
Bimla, § .
Jullupdur Division : ¢
Kangra 9,979
Hoshiarpur * %,1_95
Jullundyur 1,334
Ludhiana 1,399
Ferozepur 4,085

*
Lakgre Dwm(m R
2,895

Lahore
[ 3

Muslins Hindus
o
2,85,208 6,52,676
1,66,569 7,80,474
2,85,992°  5,60,498
3,04,346 6,66,036
2',68,999 4,10,333
7,01 29,466

43,249 8,38,4%0
3,70,759 4,68,225
5,09,804 1,98,180
3,02,488 1,669678
6,410,448 2,79,260
[ ] ]
1g27,772 ° 2,84,351

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE THREE COMMUNITIES

Sikhs

67,500 o

8,330
3,511
2,970

I,63,521..
1,580

17,059
3,15,279
4,13,255
3,47,823
4,91,337

315,566
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Area  Mushims Hindus -~ Sikhs’
(sq mlles) o e
" Gurdaspur - 1,846 589,928  2,83,102 1 .2"30 134
Sipot 1576 539318 23114 145 319
. Gujranyala . T 2311 " 642,706 1,07,887 ,,,1 01261 7
sglelkhlzpma‘ R0 5 ' M, 72 439
- R“?’ff’;l?’_’”fi_'” _Dwxu{z'pn LA Gi e s, o AR
. Gujrat . 2,266  9,45,609 84,643+ © 70,309
- Shahpur T 4o | £35018 ®.1,00708 T 49,605
-Jhelum 2,774, 5,63,038 40,879 -~ 25,016
Rawalpindi 2,022 , 6, 28 193 ' 82,463 70,263
. Aftock 4148 6, 11 128 43100 21088
" Misn®ue 5401 43 36,260 e781 . 6g50.
Multan bivisitm : A P - ,
Montgomerges 4, 204 08,564 < 100,182 1,95,256 -
* Lyslipur . 3522 -’877 518 1,62,205  3,04,708 -
 Jhang 341587 .°6,78,736  1,20,791 12,360
Multah 7 5,653 CILETONL 242,081 G - 70,165
Muzsafargath - . 5,605 . 6,16,074° 90,547 6,010 -
f__"’Dem 'Gaz‘ik}.xa,nv ’ “9,364)‘ "5‘12@78 67,303 °. E 1233
BllO(;h transforn. - * - ° . . g
tler tract 40,084 1‘60 2

..
-

. Tasre 38 (Continued).
-~ ’. N

Lot ]

#

Table 38 -shows the distribution of the. three Jmajor
communities .in the dlstrlcts of the. Punjab. ThlS table
should be compared with “teble 6. In the Punjab none of
the districts in the Ambala and Jullundur divisions has a
. Muslim m®joi®y.: And in the Lahore division one distzigt
has. @, clear non-Muslim:-majority —drgritgar ygtch being
. contiguous, can very - gell ‘be . a,dwo the non-Muslim
~ Province. It is only in The sggric Gurdaspur some ‘di-
fliculties may arise due to the. fact that th most of the teshsils’
(corresponding to ¢hanas Jn-Bengal) non-Muslims outnumber
Muslims, though in the district as a whole Muslins have a -
bare majority. T%le ‘portion’ of the distri®t lying to the east
“of the Ravi may be added to-the non-Muslim provinde.

. The énclosed map, drawn on. the basis of communal -

.. percentages of three major communities, gives a _clear idea
. ¢ * s .

. . v gt . \o, R
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L X
of how the partitioned Punjab will look like. The Ravi
and Sutlej rivers will help in the drawing of the boundary
line. The non-Muslim Punjab will include all the eleven
districts ‘of the Ambala and Jullundur divisions ahd the
Amritsar district and part of the Gurdaspur district of the
Lahore division. All the remaining districts will form part
of the Muslim province. The distributior? of éhe three
communities in the proposed two provindes will be as follows.,

TABLE 39. AREA AI;&) POPULARION IN THE TWO PROVINCES
THE PUNJAB S

Area Total Muslims Hindus Sikhs
(sq. miles) Population

Non-Muslim 35,314 1,15,47,919 '38,5.3,573 52,67,063 23,66,328

Muslim 63,7756 1,68,70,900 1,23,63,669 22,883,309 _,17,98,839

The non- Mushm province will cqptain a population of about
one crore and 154 lakhs, that is to say, 40.7 per cent of .the
total population of the present provimge. %ﬁl’s percentage
is about the same as that of non-Muslims in the present
province. It may be remembered that the division of
Bengal has been suggested in such a way that thg Hindu
Bengal may have a population about the same as the non-
Muslim population of the present province of Bengal. Of
the total population iy the newly created non-Muslim*
province, the communal percentages  will be as follows :
Hindus—45.7 ; Sikhs—20.5 ; Mq,slims—~33.4.

And, on the other hand, in the Muslim i)rovinc’c,' the
communal percentages willbe : Muslims—73.3 ; Hindus—
13.5 ; Sikhs—10.7. It will now_be interesting to compare
the communal percentagese th Muslim and Non-Muslim
portions of the Punjab and Bengal,

- .
TAPRGEL)- «d COMRARATIVE STUDY OF THE COMMUNAL PE® =
- CEsAGE IN THE PU}yB AND BENGAL
° off:.
. uslims Non-Muslims
* (percent) (p'ercent)

non-Muslim Province
Punjab 33 4 66 -6
. Bongal 328  67-.2°
Muslim Province * * -

Punjab " 73.3 267 . .

. °
*

¢ ¢ ‘ Bengal 7345 2645 .

[ &8

3
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The obvious conclusmn is tha’c there exists-a strlkmg siini-
. larity between the Punjab and Bengal even_in the matter .
. of communal pelcentages both 1n the Mushm and. non-

‘ LN LN A B -i S n:", 1"'. -
< Muslim areas .- : el g
S | TR L e g, WMIES . ot LR 4l
: R O
T4 PY HOAL LI “y o ey IS} f“ el
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*, In Bengal ‘there ‘dre two State$, which’ océupy an ‘area
of 5,434 sq. miles and contain a populatlon of 11,53,852.
These States occupy margmal freas, and have rehgmus
affinity and~economic” bonds with ‘the Hindu portion ok
‘Bengal. One of these Cooch-Behar. is also: .contiguous .to
the "pgoposed Hindu Bengal and .may very well join the
Hmdu provmce Thé'fate of the other Hindu State, Tripura
‘is difficult to imagine. I will be bordere® on theﬂwest and
south by Muslén Bengal s and on the north and east by Assam,

- If it decides to joiff the Muslim Beéngal by’ virtue of coriti- )
gulty the ateas and populations of the two proposed Bengal
provmces Wll]. be as follows — \

SR g

STHL e e R T ¥ U W PR
TaBLE 41. AREA AND POPULAJ.IONS 01< THE TWO PROVINCES -

TR e ' - “

’ s o INCLUDING THE s',vATEs ) ;

- Area *Total ©  Muslims ** ’Hi_h‘duég

(sq m;les) Popula,tlon EEL

. Ii’mdu Bengal 42, 068 -2,84, 73 291 93 69, 288 1—74,65,522
- . L

Muslim Bengal ) '_40_,V808 ' 3,22},87,086_ 2,40, 02 400 83,36,202

o ., * 2 ¥ » o .

Present Bengal . 82,876, e,ﬂ’;50,377, 3.33,71, 688 2 58,01,724

. L
‘e <p the Pun]ab there are a numbercof &tabnﬁfhlch may
complicate the issué of.partmon is province from ﬁhe.

geographical point of view. ~Tmthe’p aths there'are ds many
as 14 states and in the hills four important and a numbeY of
minor states. OF these only three,” Bhawalpur, Khairpur
and Kapurthala are Muslim- ma;orﬁsy Statess  The first
two,_of these are cpntiguous tothe proposed Muslim province
and- may gravitate towards~it. All the remammg states
have Twot® only rehglous affmlty ‘and economic bonds’ with
. the proposnd cnon-Muglim but are -also contiguotis. ¢ They
may join the mon-Muslim prowince. ‘Lable 2-show’s the
area and population of the Punjab states. 41 P
. ]



[ 54 ]
TABLE 42, PuNJABR STATES

Area Total Hindus Muslims Sikhs :
(sq. miles) Population

Muslim State 24,128 20,25,376 2,80,152 15,66,258 1,73,610
Bhawalpur * 17,494 13,41,209 1,69,002 10,98,814 * 70,451

Khairpur 5,989 3,05,787 49,604 2,563,690 1,622
Kapurthala 645 3,78,380 61,546 2,13075¢ o 1,01,437
Non-Muslim *

States 25,393  45,68,822  26,01,106 31,879  12,33,374
Dujana 91 30,666 23,727 - 6,939 e
Pataudi 53 21,520 17,728 3,655 128

<Loharu 226 27,892 23,923 3,960 9
Mandi 1,139 2,32,593 .2,27,457 4,328 806
Suket 392 71,092 69,974 884 em=® 934
Malerkotlom o 162 88,109 93,479 33,881 30,634
‘Faridkot 637 1,99,283 $2L,771 ., OTI 1,15,910
Chamba 3,127 1,68,908 1,55,480 12,318 960
Patiala 5,942  19,36,259 5,97,488 436,539 9,00,820
Jind 1,299 3,61,812 2,687349 50,972 42,357
Nabha, 947 3,40,044 1,462430 70,373 1,23,028
Panjab Hill States . e
(Sirmoor, Bilas-
pur ete, 11,375 10,90,644  10,%5,308 46,678 18,478

If the states join the new provinces according to their
religious affinity the position will be as follows :—

L J
TABLE 43. DISTRIBUTION OF ®AREA AND POPULATION IN THE

NEW PROVINCES OF THE PANJAB
°

- Area Total Muslims Hindus Sikhs
m-nileq Peputation - -
Non-Muslim h -
Punjab 60,707 1,01,10,741 guw5,85,452 78,68,169 35,99,702
- L]
Mu lim .
Punjab 87,903 1,88,96,276 1,39,29927 25,63,461 19,723,49
(Y
. -
Present

L 4
%, Punjab , 1,48,610 3,50,13,017 1,85,15,379 1,84,31,630 556,72,051
The communal percentages in both éhe parts efeBengal
and the Punjab will remain, about the same, Muslim or
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non-Muslim part of each of the provmces will contam popus ;
lation equal ‘to the present strength of their own:community:5. ‘

- in the respectlve provinces. . .- R A R R
o . .,
A it s - t e B 5t
s . o XII oat - :'; gty

* The present .Bengal has a more or less trlangular shape

~ with_its apex in the northern ‘Himalagyan mountain and 1ts
haseswashed by the waters of the Bay of Bengal. . Three .
great rivers,.the Ganges (known in Fastern Bengal as” the « -
Padma), the Brahmaputra (known as the Jamuna) and the -
‘Meghna, find their way to the Bay through this province, *
and.- it is a common knowledge that the destiny. of Bengal .
lies in tb,dlands of her mighty rivers. Since all these rivers
have their :sources outside the province, no plannmg for
agricultural-reconstruction s poss1b1e*w1thout ‘the- €8 opera-
- tion of the neighbouring provinces through which thé rivers
flow before reaching®Bengal’ . Thus a united Andia Wlll add
strength to its-component-parts: -This is all"‘the more vital
‘for Western'Bengdl where swift running and shallow rivers
like the Damodar, the Maurakhi (Mor) etc. can be. very.. .

. easily harnessed. for- generating water -power and supplymfr
.water for irrigation. = e

The relief of 1and exerciges a Very great influence on the
mode ‘of agriculture and development of “industries. ‘It*is
true that Bepgal is essentla.lly ailand of:plains, but the per-.
centage of low-lands is sorhewhat less in Gaur- Banga than
in Eastern Bengal. .The 100-foot contéur line runs s 'Tittle
west of the eastern boundawy gf the former province whereas
the greater part of the latter province lies much below, 50
feet. 'Rainfallyis also mot, evenly distributed i the' two
“parts of Bengal Gaur-Banga receives definitely uch-lees

=, raififalt than Eastern Bengal . The 6(-iffch®in 1sohyeta}

_ line encloses the greater part of the Wan division, "In °

- Eastern Bengal, on the other Mand, she ‘annual average
rainfall ranges between 70 and 140 inches. «Relief and rain-
fall, therefore, give sufficient 1ndlcat10n§ of regional differen-
tiation in the two parts of Bengal. Eastexn Bengal possqu-
es. rich “agriculturad lands and” must base  her economy S
prnnamlv on agnculture Gaur-Banga, on the other-hand-.n
is not s8 ‘rich agriulturally and henceé here a .balance
between 1ndustry and agrmultute is to be effected

®

Agriculture * ‘ ol P "L
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and culturable waste occupy 9.519%, and 11.68%, of the
total area respectively. Another one-fifth of the total
area is at present unfit for agricultural use. Rice and  jute
are the two main crops of Bengal. Besides, there are two
important plantation crops, tea and cinchona. Tobacco
and sugarcane are at present localised in certam parts,
though optimum conditions for the cultwatlon ot these
crops prevail in a much wider area. Cofton at present is
mainly grown in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Coconut
and chillies also constiteite cash® crops in Bengal. Bengal
is very much deficient in oil-seeds and pulses. As to *the
distribution of arable lands in the two parts of the
rovince, Muslim Bengal will have as much as 56%
of the total agricultural land of ¢he province, that is to
say, 2% more than the present percentage of the Muslim
community. ol

[ ©
TAnL™ide THE DISTRIBUTION OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF AGRICUL-
CULTURAL LAND BY DISTRICE

. ‘0
Percent of Location Factors )
Total agri
cultural Agri- Current  Cultural Uncul-
land culture Fallow waste turable
Muslim Bengal . i
Rangpur 700 1-56 081 0-01 0-70
Bogra 2-24 o 1:25  1-20 1-05 R
Pabna 377 160 ° 0-84°  0-26 0-44
[} ]
Rajshahi 399 1-18 1-568 084 - 0-81
L 3
Faridpur 5-83 1-90 0-05 —_ 022
Bakarganj 653 1:44 § * 0-22 —_ 0-22
[ ]
Mymensingh 9-62 1-18 0-18 083 147
. © [} N
ca 58 o« 170 027 0-11° 049
T Naw w0 -
. Tippera 46 1-37 ‘9 -15 0-11 1-39
Noakhali 2., 16 0.0 040 0-89
L 2 N
Chittagong 265 079 :) 32 e 087 0-71
.
Chittagong Hill
- Tracts 0 %4 0-13 152 o 2448 1-48
A S o
Hindu Bengal . .. .
Darjeeling 0-76 049 057 0-51 141
. -
Jalptigurie 3-02 039 148 148 " 0-49

. ] .
Dinajpur ‘ 4900 095 2-29 0:90 o 114



t .
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TABLE 44 (Oontmued)

sFactors < -

' Percént of
" total agri T - >
t cultural Agricul- ° Current .  Cultural;-. Uncul-
. . y ‘la,nd . ture. Fallow . waste ° turable
| Malde 5 183+ 0L - 300 2L 0 58
'K.hfulna - -“.' 338 . 0-52‘; - 1,.2'6‘,#*'.":} 0 41
o 24- Pargana ¥ 532 0b2 1:040 097 ¢ v 0935
' Bu-bhum 1 ERCI - 049 0-92 - f:lg;_ ;
Burdwan «; % 219  "0-64 2:93 . 122 133,
| Bankura™ “"7 269 076 €17 091 187
Midnapbéé", * i-os 10 - 047 \2.--_21 0- 82 _
' Hooghly 3 15 074 - 233 286 - iz
"Howrah ‘t 048 ._06e 23 0 ‘ 171
_ Murshidabad i 3 a6, 180 10z . 064 o1
Nadia “ ; 224 117 | 0:46 . 117 1-19
Jessore. Ct295 098 - 2i08 0-98 151 -

' !
Table 44 shows the distribution of different types ‘of
agricultural lands in different parts of the two provinces:

A study of the above ﬁgures 1nd1cates ‘that in Muslim
‘ Bengal the location faator for 8gricultural lands is well above -
one in all districts except Ghittagong and Chittagong Hill
Tgacts which®means that ‘compared to their areas they have
full share of cultivated lands.  Of these districts, Dacca and
Farldpur are more favourably situated and hence have the
max1mum location factor (Farigpur 1.9 and Dacca 1.7).

. Tt is in this tract that the Brahmaputra has united with the -

Padma, an® .w¥h. the - combined . waters the Meghna has
ojomed dower down. Besides, the Lakhyga, ghe Bpehiganga

and the Dhaleswarl also help in mcreasm the acreage undere

the plough .= To tne north™and sqg es rich agricultural
zone oceur two othor Zones Wlth Lhe secohd highest. location
factor, compmsmg 'sthe "districts of Rangpur, Bogra and
Pabna in the north, and Barisal, Tippera and” Npalkhali in
the south. The dlstrlct of Mymensingh, shough contains

about 109, of the: agncultulal land. of Bengal; has a® loca:--

tion faoth;,.conmderably less than that of most of the dis-
tricts in Hastern' Bengal «The deterioration of-the older
Brahmaputra, . thg! depressions lymg along  the yorthern -

v

8 L i [

9 . . . . . [ 4

and. eastern marcrms of. the d1str1ct and :Jhe prese{lce o tﬁe.
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Madhupur Jungle with its infertile soils are responsible Yor
the low location.

Gaur-Banga shows a different picture altogether. Ele-
ven out of the fifteen districts have the location fattor for
agricultural land below one, signifying that there is a consi-
derable dearth of good arable land. A detailed analysis
of the agricultural lands in the district of Midnepore will
reveal that the areas adjoining the mduths of the streamsg
are intensively culitivated, and hence thedocation factor for
the district as a wholg appears to be higher than that of the
adjoining districts. The irrigation system in the district
of Birbhum is more developed than elsewhere in Bengal.
This accounts for the higher location factor in the district.

" The proportions of curreft fallow, culturable waste and
unculturable lands are greater in Gaur-Banga than in
Muslim Bengal. Generally speaking, the locatiof™actors for
these typgs ofsbad lands are imwersely proportional to that
of net cropped area. -

Tt will be interesting to study the Jistribution of acreage
under rice in different parts of the two proposed porvinces,
as rice forms the ‘staff’ of life of the people of Bengal, and
no meal in the province can be considered complete’ without
rice in some form or other. There is no wonder then that
the acreage under rice is ten times greater than that under.
jute, the second mosf imporfant crop of Bengal. The
percentage of rice-growing land comes’ to about 43 in Gaur-
Banga, and 57 in Muslim Bengal. *Assuming, the average
annual yield at the rate of 11 mds. per acre the position m
respect of the degree of self-sufficiency in rice in the two parts
of Bengal will be as follows :—s

TABLE 45. DEGREE OF SELF SUFFICIENCY IN RICE INX
GAUR Banea anp Musniv Bfwgal:

L
- w0 Total Production Deficiency E
. roduction per gapita per capita

) ds.) Mds. Sr. Mds. Sr.
L J ® V
Muslim Bengal 13,88,02,400 4 10 (—) 0 10
L4
Gaur Banga  10954,04,200 232 (—)o0 28

(1—For this calCulation the population of Muslim Bengal has been
taken as®3,25,76,736 and that of Gaur Banga 2,77,29,789).
. ¢ - *
Both the provinces will remain deficient in rice, though
the opositjon will be less gatisfactory in the Hindu part:

VWithip eac rovinece the degree of self—sufﬁcieney will vary
P s g A
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from areal to area as-shown in- table 46. In Mushin’ Bengal’

§iX out of the tivelve districts will be self-sufficient, whereas

in ‘Gaur- Banga only seven districts out of fifteen will have

~enough erice for htme consumption.. .The level of the land’

is the dec1d1ng factor, as to what, type -of paddy is toﬂbe
grown aus, aman’ or boro. For- example in ‘the “horthern
part’ of! t}ge' Tippera district, which is studded Wlth bils,

there is,paddy, growsing on Jland. of ,one . level or another all

the - year round Hence, what nature has prov1ded in some

_parts, man’ can produce in other partg by adoptmo” stitable

mean®, - . . e

; . . o R o e

TABLE 46' PRODUCTION oF RICE IN. P‘ENGAL BY DI@TRICL IN,

§ A NORMAL YEAR (1937—— 38)
' " Yield per o Production Excess(+) or?**.
- . ‘] , acre ,  per caplta Deficiency. (—) .
- - - \ 3 YLDy o e I
Mushm Bowyl | Acreage  Md. Sr. Md. Sr. Ch. Md. Sr. Ch,

Rangpug- E,‘ C10,51,500 12,413 4 20 2. ($)0 0 2
~Bo‘gta L. 847,000 10 200 4 -4 14 (2),0515 52
> .- ;

Pabna T 7,769000 10716 4 3112 (4)0 11 12 T
oy c - P

Rajshahi® - 878,100 10 22 5 35 11 (+) 1 15 1i;
* Faridpur -~ .. 12,26,300 14- 26 4 34 B (490 14 5 -
\ 3 S s ot

8
Mymensingh | 24,564,800 12 -0 435’ 9 (+)0 15 9
i « »

5

Dacoa 10,87,000 1024 2 51 11 (L) 1 28,
TeTippera .- ﬁiu,oz,mo 183 -7 A5 (=)l 12 1
” Noakhali 19.60500 9 144 2 0 (-)0718 0O

Chittagong . - u"§.6,36,400‘ 1 22 .3, 16 8 .(—‘);.1‘ e 0

. dhittagong' o ...

Hill Tracts © 103300 10 23 4 16,13 (=)0 3 3 aw
- A .

“Hindu Bengal ' ; ’ te- ". b
%I?:rjezliflg “:'7!61,900 iq' 4‘4 (..)bu 2 m:
Jalpaiguri 4,81,800 1019 4 25 6 (+)0-~5 "6 °
Dinajpur _ 963 900 fi. 32, 6 1610 ()1, 36 10
Malda =~ -~ 315100 10+ 4~ 2723~ 1154’*(__'-) 136 12

. Khulnal i 882300 "11-127° 5612 0+ (£)0 32 0

24.Parganas 8,34.900 10’12 o2 4 TV (=)2906r O

. . .
Birbhum ¢~ 654000 10 0. %6t 9 9% (+):10n29. 9% .
’ L . L

*



[ 60 ]

[ - - T - T

TasLe 46 (Conid.) \ Gy

Yieéld per Production Excess (+) or

acre per captia  Deficiency (—)

. Acreage Md. Sr. Md. 8r. Ch. Mad Sr. Ch.
Burdwan 545400 10 30 3 4 0 ()1 16
Bankura 5,690,300 12 26 5 23 § (+.) 1 3
Midnapore 16,54,700 10 21 5°18 5 (+)0 38
Hooghly 3,01,100 12 . 0 2 28 10 (—)1 34
Howrah 1,08,700 12 21 0 36 8 (—)3e¢23
Murshidabad 6,93,100 10 33 4 12 14 (=)0 7
Nadia 8,80,500 9, 8 4 24 2 (+)0 4

Jessore 6,33,600 11 35 4 4 9 (=)0 15 17

P

Thesresefit deficiency in rife in Eastern Bengal is partly
due to an over-emphasis on jute. Of the total acreage
under this crop as much as 82°per cem™ is to be found here.
If necessary, some part of the jute-growing land may be
reserved for the cultivation of aus paddy. Even then
Muslim Bengal will hold monopply in raw jute.® Of the
other agricultural products Muslim Bengal grows most
of cotton, sesamum seeds, tobacco, mustard seeds and,
sugarcane ; and Gaur*Banga Jgrows most of tea, maize,
coconut, wheat, linseed and® barley. The percentage of
the total acreage under each of thése crops in the two
provinces have been shown in tables 47 and 48. .

TaBLE 47. CROPS WHICH GROWg MOST IN MUSLIM BENGAL
->
(PERCENGATE OF THE TOTAL @CREAGE IS SHOWN IN EACH CASE)

Cotton  Sesamum Tobacco Mustfrd  Sugar- .

- . seeds cane
“ - ® o L -

« Muslim Bengal 6 90 82 70 60

Gaur Banga °4 °"10 18 30 40

*
‘e \
. L ]
Tasre 48. Croprs WHICE GROW MoST IN GAUR BaNga

@
(PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL ACERAGE IS SHQWN IN BACH CASE)
. !
Tea Maize Cocoanut Wheat Linseed Barley .
L S

Guar-Banga 97 96 92 80 68 56

L] . .

.I\Eu;clim'Bengal 8 4 8 20 ¢ 32, 46
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Hence . it appears that: each provmce speclahses in
certain agrlcultural products and ‘can very ‘well emhange its,
products. = A S I
Forests } '

- Forests prov1dei valuable natiral” resources both for
1ndustry and domesblc tise. In Bengal the reserved forests
occupy about one- tenth of the total land surface of -Bengal.
Of this, over- orre-half (56.4%,) forms the Sundarbans of
Western Benggl in the‘dlstrlcts of Khulna and 24-Parganas.

. Another 159, of thereséryed tropigal and temperate forests

7. oclar in the northern part of the province, in the districts

“ of Darjeeling and’ e Jalpalgurl “‘In' Muslim. Bengal forests

occur in the south-western part® of,.the Bakarganj district -
(0.19%,), in the. Mymensmg};u and Dacca_districts (Madhupure -
Bhawalpur Jungle" 2%) and in thé districts of Chittagong
and hittagong Hﬂl Tracts-(27%). It thus appears that
near about 309, of the reser ved forests will remam in Mushm :

.

Bengal .and’ ’70% 1n1Galﬁ' Banga ';\ Y e 20t -
! . -, ey =’i',
Mmemls P ” o g s
... Bengal has huge deposﬂss Of coal and some “iron ores all

in, the western part of the province. Eastern Bengal,, on: the
other hand, is, potenmahy rich. in petroleum The first coal
mine *was opened in,Rengal in 1774 and smce ‘then: some
300 million tons of coal have: been raised from the zRanlganJ
. coal fields of- Bengal *Most ,of the coal' niines oecur 'in’a
- tract enclosed by the A]ay in the forth, the Damod&r in the
south and the Ba,x'aukar in the West, dccupying an area. of -
424 sq. mﬂes It s esﬁmated that the coal deposﬂ;s of
e Bengal, will, last, for. a, pretty long time, say-1,000 years, 1f
explojted at the presént rate of 10 mﬂhon tons per year:.
- Iron ore also occurs|in .phe same area. In the Darjeeling
Himealaya, which fonns B} pa;rt of Gaur-Banga, ‘copper ores
and. somg aglthramtlc coal occur. Besides, some building
“materials are quarried also in Gauz; Banga, latelgtes inesthe
Midhapore dlstrlot a_nd gnelsses in t'he'leJeeimg district,

Power J .
Power for the mdustrlal Thd domestic hfe of Bengpl is.
* drawn mainly’ frqm coal. ‘It is only in the Darjeeling district
- that power from running water is gengrated and used. locally. |
" Smaller power stations are, however, driven'by diesel oil -
engine. The lafgest electrified unit which; maye develop.
. into West Bengal grid in near future is under the control of
the Calcutta Electric _Supply Corporation. Table 49 shOWs

- the respective posfolon of the two ploposed provinges n
power supply . ’u‘.‘». « Tl
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Tasre 49. Kirowarr-Hours
GENERATED 1IN 1943(Mirrions)

Present Bengal 797 -603
) Gaur-Banga 701 -888
Caleutta —_594 -84;3—
Sibpur - 15429 °
Gourepore 46 -664 )

Disheggarh ¢ 38559

Darjeeling 2-856
°

Other Centres 3-520

Muslim Bengal * 5715

Industries ’ -

Bengal leads,in some of the granufacturing industries
in India. The ]ute mill industry is by far the most important.
The availability of power resources and tie special advanta-
ges of Calcutta in respect of transport facilities are primarily
responsible for the growth of this industry along the banks
of the Hooghly river in West Bengal. The same factors have
also influenced the growth of other industries in this
region. The iron and stee] works are however located on the
coal mining region in the Burdwan district. The rice mills
are distributed more widely in relation fo the distribution
of population in West and North Bengal. Table 50 shows
the distribution of industries in Gaur-Banga and Eastern
Bengal. It is true that most of the mills are located today
in Gaur-Banga, but Eastern Bengal with its dense population
provxdes admirable sites for thg future location of indus-
tries, provided power either frdm oil or from running water
be made available. o ®

- .
ME 5 E'H; DISTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRIES
IN GAUﬁ--BANGA & MusLiM BENGAL

Number ° . | 4 Gaur- M.
of mills Banga Banga
[
L 3
Jitte . * 80 —_
s Cotton , 38 07
- Silk ' 8§ e — S
Paper . 1 -
b P . [ ] '

L4 Mitch . Y " o



'.»’.["ABLEt 35 (Continued)  +, - . S
' ’ Number St Gaur- M. e
of mills : . B&ngg‘ Banga.’ :
Paints . B T
CGlass- - 24 2
. ~ T L . }/ o
ghemieals R BT 1
Ctogoap * ¢ . 14 "
Potferies, Cement C1T 0 —
. ¢ . ;
Iron & Steel including’
: re-rolling 7. —
. N e ..
Railway workshop - 22 B
v General Engineerin.g : 268 - 12
, Rice o 416 31
‘Sugar . o T . 5 {‘ )
o - w0 3
. - e .
Tea ’ B4 R & T
/- ) . tet -
Printing . - - 9% . 4, .

-
H

“Tr anoport
. Transpert facilities,in Bengal leave much to be desn‘ed
The total mileage of 1oad.<: of all types comes to’ 18, 285 mlleg
in the whole of Bengal. Of this,8, 840(499%,) miles have ‘been”
constructed in. Eastern 8engal. The innumerable water-
ways are atso to be found mainly in the ‘amstern part of the'
presen‘c Bengal : Moreover ‘uhe raﬂv& zws have been 80 con-
in Muslim Benga] Henee~fr9m the pmm of view of trans:’
port Gaur Banga will be at a greater’ msadvantage than
Muslim Be‘nzwl B o _ e
Conllusion o L e s & o
. A study of the - dlstrlbutmn wifhe natural resources”
in. the two provinces revéals  that Muslim  Bewgal
is more rich than Gaur Banga. agriculturally, but the
latter is industr ially nlore deve]opod None_ of 'the tWo.
parts is, however, self-sufficient in cerveal foods. What
littie pulsus oilsetds and other food crops are grows, is a]so /
. not ufiglent for the teeming millions. The. cotton goodg
ploducca in the dxffemnt mills can hardly be said “t6 be
sufficient. for the populatloh blany other eonsumable B

goods aleovet t& be manufactired. Desplte all "thege Yefi-
)
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ciencies, one can say that any one of the new provinces will
be better off than many indcpendent countries of the world,
not to speak of the autoncmnious states or provinces in North
America. 'Take for instance Britain, where agriculture
has been a victim of the rapid growth of industry, with the
result that Britain has to import in normal years 809, of the .
wheat, 46 %, of the meat, 579, of the butter ande67 %gof the
cheese consumed in the country. And again a country
like the Netherlands canniot support her abundant population,
despite the extraordinagy development of agrlcultme
Manufacturing industry also could not be developed in tiat
country on a large scale for want of minerals. Hence agri-
culture and industry are s@pplemented by commerce. The
economy of Muslim Bengal shoulg bt or gamqed on the lines
of that of the Netherlands,

The economy of Belgium should also be studiedse that
will help to understand on what lipes Gaur-Banga could be
" developed ™=t is’ known to every student of geography
that Belgium has a true economiq unity joinihg the diverse
regions, of entirely different aptitudes, which go to make
up the country. Like Gaur-Banga it is densely populated.
Intensive cultivation supplemented by industry is the main
characteristics of the economy of Belgium. That cotntry
has to pay for the imported food stuffs by the exportation
of manufactured articles. This could be possible by first .
establishing a good system "of, (or\mmmcatlons Hence,
Gaur-Banga must develop first hex Joads, *railways and water:
ways connecting the present and future manufacturing and
consuming centres. The method of farming should also be *
modified on the lines of farming practised in Flanders.

. L J
Revenue and Finance .

Revenue is realised partly from central heads and partly
fronga local beads. In a, typical year (1935- ‘SGY before the
inauguratio® ef theenea provmcxal constitution evenue ffom® .«
cemtral heads amounted to Rs. 21,86,00,000, mainly from
three sources, ‘cust®ms’, ‘tases on income’ and ‘salt’. In
that*year the amount under customs was as much as
Rs. 14,81,81,000 (68%) ; under ‘taxes on intome’ was Rs.
4,46,74,000 (2@%) and under ‘salt’, Rs. 2,22,76,000 (10%)—

\The nature of the principal sources of revenue indicate

that a lafge percentage of this revenue will be available
S

for Gaur-Banga. .

The revenue from provincial heads amounted to

Rs . 12,3%,0(?,000, in $935-36 tBe principal soutces of revenue
‘ [ ° -



b'ei-ng ‘land revenue’ (289%,),

(11%)-

[65,]

‘stamps’

(24%)’

One of these-sources, ‘land revenue’

¥

and “exeise’
may. now by

“selected and  the position in respect of land revenue in Gaur-

Banga® and Muslim Bengal may be studied.

* For this

purpose the year prior to the last world ‘war ma,y be selected

(1938-39).-

: Tab® 51 shows the land revenue demanded from diffe-
erent parts of Gaur-Banga and Muslim Béngal during 1938-39.

It appears that 60 per.cent of the land revenue is normally

realised from what we call Géur-Banga and 40 per cent from

Muslim Bengal.

Tt is ‘also clear that the land revenue per

acre of sown land-is much higher m the former than in the
" latter and that there is yet scope. to get extra revenue ﬁom - -

lands in Mushm Bengal

= TABLE 51.

' 1938-39 (CURRENT DEMAND)

o
Gaui-Bomga
e Dar] edli ma
‘ “ ;
Jalpfugurl
\‘Dma]pur ‘

_ Malda o’

Nadle
Jessore .
_ - ,Khulna
B O
¢ -24.Pafganas
Celcuﬂa
 Birbhum
Burdwan
--Ba,ni{uraj
o Mldn'apore
Hooghh

Lt Howrah
I SR

r

e .

Murshlda.bad :

Ao e

e
-

LanDp REVENUE DURING THIS YEAR

R

[ ]
A Revénue per
o acre of net area
b \SOWD.
Amount Rs. Rs. A.‘
3,91,676 29t
. i g
15,15,675 2 1
15,34,188, 1 4
*484214 1 177
10,76,322 14
995772 0 15
« 9:00,03¢ 1 4
L ] .
9,25,848 102
23,560,234 , 2 14- . "
¢ o o N -.
11,688 '
10,4m827 ¥ 9
30,43,520 5 107
4,990,190 ° 012 .
. . e
27 31; 123 1 .9
934%50 3 6
47133 4 5
———— e °
1,88,93,883
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TaBLE 51 (Contiuned) Revenue per
acre of net area

sown

o Amount Rs. Rs. a.

Muslim Bengal )
Rangpur 10,43,699 o 9
Bogra 4,95,936 o 14
Rajshahi 10,24,802 *1 0
Pabna 5,29,506 0 9
Mymensoingh 9,562,940 0 7
Dacca ° 6,63,648 0 8
Faridpur o 10,364 0o 9
Bakarganj 31,1845¢ 1 15
Tippera 11,98,651 1 1
e .Noakha.]i 12,3:5,632 1 10
Chittagong 15736,190 © 2 * 5 .
1,25,69,822

Sincz 1937 new taxes have been imposed by the Bengal
Government. A study of the Butlget for the year “1947-48,
as presented by the present Finance Minister reveals that
the provincial revenue has gone up to over 22 crores of.
rupzes (Rs. 22,11,38,000). The naturg of the main sources
of revenue : excise, stamp, sales fax gnd taxes on amusement
ete, also indicate that the bulk of the revenus is realized
from the Hindu part of Bengal. With the increase tn
revenue the expanditure has also gone up so much so that
the province has to depend engirely on Central subventions
for post-war reconstruction.® The economists of Bengal are,
therefore, perturbed over the present state of Bengal’sfinance,
aftd feary that there soon will occur a financial crisis, which
aay upsef™the®wlofe of the economic structure “of the®
province, unless sopdmedrastic steps are taken beforehand.
The primary causes of Ben%al’s financial difficulties, accord-
ing to a Memorandum rbcently prepargd by the Bengal
Congress Assembly Party and stubmitted to the Central
Governmenb “lies embedded in the expenditure incurred
under she Demand Heads : Police, Famine, Miscellanceous
and Exiraordinary charges in India. The expenditure under,
those heads has swollen inordinately prnnarﬂy ow~1?1g to cost
of cqmmunal tﬂnsmn and r1bts ..... ... This is all .the more

@ e 'y
.

? Amlta Baea,r Patnko, 20 Apul 1947. o




. Pox -causes &  déaths , per
Gauir- Bangal - starvation ' _I‘OQOPop'
_ -D’ar,]eelmg 3006 133, 7 '5,35,9 s 30 e
. . Ja,lpa,lgun ©10,744 - 3,85;0 _ S 44 5 337 . 'Q_ 38.292 ‘35 e
'3-'D’i§ajpur /17,949 .-3,4'68;'!' '81_‘ 3,184 241,525_’ ;:I 22’ ‘
'Malda . ;11,980 “%,272% . 6 1,008 - 16167 13,
© ‘Murshidabad 39,719 5,297 26 6,570 65073 4o-
| Nadis 48931 10 3935'. 151 6,161 77,679 l,44 :
Jessore - 34,300 - 4,617-  °50 3658 50418 ‘28
* Khuma . Y3984 _5,2_86 .5 Tass 43,726 ‘;‘,‘2‘5_ i
®.  D4.Parganas 13,8607 12,741 - 206. 285N sﬂso RTY RN
Caloutte 2412 1978 1,30 mﬂ;ot " 52,28 €251°
. ’ [ )
‘Birbhum 21,279 4,046 61 - 3,645 - 40490 \ 39 i

g

N L R '

* reason that the- present province: should be: 1mmedlately
partmoned so as ‘to’ save 'It from ‘an"économic, crisis.

. L _;cIII
Publw Healtk L .

" The deatl; rates are abnormally hlgh even in normal
years thfoughout Berigal, due to ‘the low vitality of ‘the
® majority of the people. .In.an- ‘abnormal year like 1943
* the poorer classes died in lakhs, some-due.to starvation and
‘other being victims of disedses Wh1eh became prevalent in
a ‘famine-stricken land. -Table 52 'shows the numbers of
deaths in’ different districts fromemalaria, :cholera, sniall
pox and other causes. (starvation !). Thislist was fuznished

by Government of Bengal for the information of the members :

of the Bengal Leg1slat1ve Assembly

X
B

LT . 1

TABLE 52 ‘NUMBEES OF DEATHS FROM MALARTA, cndmm T POX

ABD OTHER CAUSES (STARVATION) DURING
- TEE FAMINE 'YEAR 1943 :

v . A Lot

i

1

‘

Buidwen 20,310 5388 - ‘31 604 ., 47467 25
. Bankufa . . 11,620. 4,681 ;g’uis '-6.1‘42..‘ -.40,176--. 31
e i, s il e b
"g..'Hooghly o 17645 01,928 ,_.47 -.,5,287. 27,495 . 20.°

Ma.larla Cholera Small, " Other -Total .Deaths -

N

. . PRRat P SR - T . . .w‘ LI ST
Howrah o 3180 . 4,636~ ‘ois 9,7.93" 36,6747 &2 5
] . o . : o

»

.



‘ [ 68 1

TaBLE 52 (Contd.)

Malaria Cholera Small  Other Total Deaths
. Pox causes & deaths per

starvation 1000 Pop.
Muslim Bemgal .

Rangpur 41,939 20,053 1,832 10,355 1,11,568 39
Bogra 16,798 3,512 140 4,052 33,402 27
Pahbna 26,109 8,287 151 5,03.0 ® 53,609 32
Rajshahi 33,139 6,673 25 4,528 . 54741 35
Mymensingh 83,688 261,960 3469 19,252 1,80,480 . 30
Dacca 32,595 10,151 4,819 40,694 1,48,923 ° 35
Faridpur 50,432 7,883 586 15,199 90,122 31

. Bakarganj 27,907 16,076 1,084 12,332 99,190 28
Tippera 48,695 15,068 2,436 24,992 1,51,161 39
Noakhali 8,768 13,641 4,827 8,271 72,489% 32

- Chittaggg 18,378 8,768 592 20,018 1,04,962 49

It appears that the drier parts (Dinajper, Malda) in the
north of Gaur-Banga had fewer deaths Than the more humic
districts (Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri). The people of the two
central districts—Murshidabad and Nadia were the worst
sufferers. The conditions in thg two southern districts,
24-Parganas and Khulna and in the city of Calcutta were
somewhat better. In the Wesbern industrial districts,
Howrah and Hooghly th® death rates were also comparautlvely
low. But amnog the western agriculturtl districts the death
rate was very high in the distfict df Birbhup. Further
south, the death rate was considerably less—Burdwan dise
trict. In the districts of Bankura and Midnapur it was
about the same (30 per 1,000 3@.)

In Muslim Bengal, on the other hand, the death rates
were 1nvar1ably high throughout the entire aseapbeing the
maximum, in the district of Chittagong (49 per 1,000 op,.)
The Chittag®ng @ivRién on the whole was worse of than

+ the Dacca division Ywn the north of Muslim Bengal the
district of Rangpur was ti® most hard hit.

Public Educatwn . .

Now #n attempt will be made to compare the two

~_ proposed provinces in the sphere of edueation. In Bengal

there are two universities, one in Calcutta in the Hmdu part

of the province, and the other in the city® of Dacca T Muslim

Bengal. The distribution ofeall types of institution in the.
two. peu ts®of Bengal has betn shown in tamble 53

q
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:.TABLE 53 DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE TWO .
PROPOSED PROVINCE,

o

t e ,'f forud

|

| University ~ Colleges T THigh Schools ' Madra-
]‘ e Govt & Axded Unalded Govt, i&;Alded Upaided sahs
»Ga,ur Banga (1 24, 20 356 2508, ;285

. } 463
Mu.shm Bengal, 1 8, . 10 373 463 866

A It & clear tha.t more facﬂltles for advanced study ex1sts
¢ in 'Gaur-Banga than in Musliin Bengal, though it may
“be remeinbered, that most of theinstitutions were started-by
‘non*Muslims, and still,mainfained bg them. As to the ngh
'School type of educatnon the Trumbers of such $chocls ‘are
about the same in both ‘the pares, though the ‘percentage’

E ‘of such schools receiving.aids from Government is definitely,s
‘higher in Muslim Bengal. The Madrasah type of education
has 'been receiving considerable attention for sometime
" Ipast fTom the present Government of .Bengal, and_hence
they are widely distributed throughout Bengal ,.yore 80 in -
Muslim . Benga), for obvious reasons. ' Table -54 analyses
“the distributional figures of all types of mstltutlons in diffe-

'rent parts of the two- proposed provmces -
i boo- o bf

) TABLE 54..,  THE DISTRIBUTION OF ALL TYPES OF INsnTUTIONs,,M '
i ) IN THE DIFFEEENT DISTRICTS OF BeENGAL! b4

oo : th Colleges : ngh Schools I'_:I{I%;%i'f;gahs
R " Govt. b T ost, Bt el
. - & Added Uthaided & Aided Unaided,,..,. ,
Gaur Banga o . 2" "9 ase. 506 . 285,
E. Darjeeling 1 o s Y ""*3.—’:‘5:— :
Jalpaiguri . \.1“' 7" 3" 8
| Dinajpur a0 10: 12 50 PV
Malda .,- ° ST B S 9. b2zt
-* * Burdwan, L s B B erao-
=~  Bankura ‘1. e e Jl?‘ 17 ) 2 *
‘Midnapur . I 1 29 54 14
. Birbhum L s OO U
Hooghly * i AR _2.6 38 o 23
" Howrae e 2 21 49 14
Calcutta 10 .« ° 1le g SR A

1. These fi lg!u‘es Were supphed to the a.uthor by the Benga.l Gowrnmeut



TaBLe #1 (Contd.)

*

" 24.Parganas
Khulna
Jessore
Nadia
Murshidabad

Muslim Bengal

*Rangpur
Bogra
Pabna
Rajshahi =
Mymensingh
Daces
Tippera
Noakhlai
Faridpur
Bakarganj
Chittagong

Chittagong Hil}
Tracts

States
Cooch-Behar
L J

<Iripurs
L]
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Colleges High School Madrasahs
Govt. ‘Govt.
& Aided Unaided & Aided Unaided .
.. . 50 50 29
1 2 !
2 3 g o, 46
2 23 °* 30 40
1 30 ) 20
° M .
1 14 19 32
19 o 10 373 463 866
1 ¢« ° 22 21 76
1 17 10 43
’ =
3 . 24 12 28
) ]
1 . 8 21 26
* L 3
2 2 ° 50 © 56 129
5 3 56 95 61
1 1 L4 70. 0131
1 1 26 26 128
1 o 1 40 56 73
[
2 46 © 74 121
° [
2 1 42 22 51
. . 1
L]
. 1 15
— °
o1 8 2 :
o O 7 L4 .
tib
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L peer
APPFNDTX—- AREA AND. MUSLI‘M POPULATION ™ EACH THA\A

* !OF.THE DISTRICTS ,PHROUGH WHICH THE ‘BOUNDARY N

) LINF 1s LIKELY TO RU"\I .
Yt TR, R v, %

. | a B )

o - Areag " Total ,  Muslims Muslims
=" '(Sq. milés) population- * - %" (%)
Bﬂnﬂm& Dis*lm"ét“""'L - ) Coahy
Sadar' S‘ubdrwsron e T 8,30,742 T 45177833 49
Pu‘gachn e 100 .66,567' ot 49828 -5
Kaunia - "77 - BT 42,045% < Te31401 75
Rotwali - 128 - ® 126,525 ! 178916 62
. Gangachars ., 82 73,6527 57 537““ 78*
o ;Bodurganj 166, 1.,20,277 ,‘_§Q,_‘588' 74
Mitapokhar o 199 1,23,156 98,293 79
i, G, PERR R B

. Riweni 160 ST A
 Kaliganj 167 1,20849 63300 53
*Hatibandha 111 66481. 33,183 49
| Nllphamarl Sub o . o '

Y division 634 598,263 ' 3365355 6l
*Dilmla’ 2T 91758 740,655 a
*Domar e .0 © 9T 83,740 . 45102 54
 fpldhaka ® 126 1,16,367° —69,60‘2’-' 60
‘Kishoreganj: . 102 1,07,666° © ° 82,845 77

Nilphamari - \1.3? 1729,734 o v81',973 . 63
Saidpur 47 68,998 - 45177 66 .-

} .Ea,»l:nonirha£¥ 13t 1,17,618 o %7-'15'.,7580 61

" Kurigdon Subdivision 972 &,%886T * s05004 174
Pulbari w 50e” 'ﬁ.,m : .2'3",‘363 n o
Kurignog ~ 106" 80,507 622714 77
Nageshwari © 1720 113,680 [ 8lser 72
Bhurang&mari o1 58939 36905 63

- Ulipur o 213  1,53,774 122914 80
© Relbmeri - - 9% 57,200 54;7-637~‘. 96
o N EEEN N K} W e

110 . 63‘,93.8;, . 1.51,4270  °8Q
3 S P
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Appendix—(Contd.) Area Total Muslims Muslims
(Sq. miles) Population (%)
Gaibandha Subdivision 836 7,69,978 6,05,904 79
Govindgaﬁj 178 1.52,747 1,15124 °175
Palashbari , 74 75,927 64,782 85
Shaghata 88 86,604 gl ,263° 82
Gaibandha 124 1,49,305 =~ 1,15,568 77
Fulchuri , 121, 6069 47,680 7
Sadullapur 90 87,121 67,722 %8
Sundarganj © 161 1,57,525 1,24,775 79
Dinajpur District : «
*Balaurghat Subdivision {,i79 5,29,424 "2,51,864 48
Patnitala 146 68,486 36,568 53
*Qpamoirhat 116  © 61,683 29,241 47
Porsha 194 , 71,28 ° 45599 64
*Balurghat 181 92,016 33,802 33
*Kumarganj 111 46,033 19,152 . 41
Phulbari 134 .76,650 46,102 60
*(angarampur 127 * 52,892 18,536 34
*Tapan _ ) 170 o 60,37 22,864 38

*Thakurgaon Subdivision 1,175 ~ ®5,85228  2,89,101 48

Thakurgaori 250  1,33,678 69.750 52
Baliadangi 110 55,652 35,6904 64
L

Atwari st 43,218 27,941 66

Ranissnkail 111 48,004 %6355 54
Hapur & @ ¢ 73 27,808 14,183 51 T

Pirgenj o T 151 75,039 37.602 59

*Bochaganj 87 45359 | 14,861 33

*Birganj s 159 %8,069 23,326 34

, Kbansema 11 49,254 + 27,966 57

*Kaharul 79 39,147, 11,45, 29

Sadar Subdivision 1599 8,12,181  4,26,275 52

,*  Barbatipur , 167 1,11,596 o 77,367 69

* Nawabganj , 180 82,542 - 60,482 72
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App‘ei{dlx—(Oontd ) Arba “Total " Muslims Mﬁs]fms-
(Sq. mlles) Populatlon ) %)
" Ghoiaghat C57 - 26,678 RLAETAES
oy Divajpir Yotig o 1,01,008 ~5-»1,692-" 50
Y opiidndar ¢ 121 80,667 ¢ 58,0987 65
Bl Taar o erele  M3ieds™t a6
L ¢ IS U T 5,068, 24669t 37
i oambmdbea T Tra o saar. T 1dmis T e
% *Kaliaganj 136 ¢ 61,438 15.961.¢ 26
T sTrandr Too1es 73231 33,019 45
"¢ spagsiinari ' ise, 750022 720835 47 do
T gdshmundi C'M 120 Ve300 VR 160 7 a9
Mitda Distisst Ay e FEA
:s, Khazba, ard4% 1,03,062 80
., Harischondrapur_, (150 . 99,974 6, . 57
“:q Ratuag. ;- 154 102,085 58,610 57
P *Mamgq}lak . £_&_1'2'2 64,786 21 646 34 .
yl *Gajole ¢ ;] 73387 20,807 . - 29
;3 *Bamangola (‘;30 35,973 15,254" ‘42
' < *Malds . ., 8T, 33,978 11,722 o
74 *Habibpur 1 52,307 ,u“i’909_‘. 13
*Engiis.h Bazar 98 83,539 37,233 45
® gholahat'’ v 48 22,866 16,535 69
""" Kaliachak oI e104324  1,94006 - 64
" Navmbggm 149 1,26,018  1,03924 83
. **Naohoie 110 30,365 omw *7,150° 23
"7 Sibganj ~ 183 3,49,93. 1,22,620 82
% Gomnastapur " 123 50,025° 35,785 " 61
Mu;'gla'idabd‘df'D'isi,wic.t 2L e s ) N ’
Sadar Subdivision  -,650 499,749 2,99,47%0 60
+ Noada .o 89 51450 34,294 460
~i Hfiharpara  *. . 98 55,069 38,763 72
<. Dol ! ST e 76608 61010 80,
R " o, 210, f45;§'9;'6 ‘e "
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Appendix—(Conid.) Area Total
) (Sq. miles) Population
Beldanga 143 1,44,634
*Bpharampur Town 126 1,09,883
" Lalbagh Subdivision 522 3,63,885
Murshidabad 60 42,229
Ra,nipagar 122 91,116 »
Bhagabangola 117 79,159
Lalgola © 84 * 70,663
*Jiaganj o 20 23,097
*Nabagram 118 . 56,621
Jangipur Subdivision 437 4,1 1,618
*Sagardighi 133 70,840
Ragunathganj 102 ©1,27,887
Suti 102, 92,174
Samserganj 100 1,20,717
*Kandi Subdivision 454 3,65,278
*Khargram 122 81,362
*Kandi . 92 15,607
*Burwan 108 * 87,544
*Bharatpur 132 %,20,%65
Nadin District :
*Sadar Subdivision 562 3,46,350
*Kaliganj 113, *==%3,391
Nakasipara 140 66,827
*Kl‘isﬁnagaroa : 138 91,603
Chapra o% 131 70,321
. *Nabadwip . i 48 54,208
*Ranaghat Subdivision. 540 2,46,040
*Sa,nt.ipur . 75 55,086
*Ranaghat 171 82,073
*Chakdah 126 63,862°
R Haringhata . 85° 27,498
o Hasnkhali 108 37,521

° L]

71,300
42,777
2,41,980
24,229
75,008
64,327
53,217
2,685
22,420
2,38,388
33,721
72,317

* 51414

80,930

1,47,909
.

32,779

31,022

27,924

56,184

1,63,204
27,695
34,786
38,616
50,021
12,086

1,23,956
17,444
34,427

e
26,734
14,546
27,896
[}

%o
53

39
*

66

47
44
51

71
22
47
32
43

40
53

Muslims  Muslimd&. ‘1
0,

{
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Appendlx—(C'ontd ) x.,,_ 4 Area) . JTotal Muslims™* Mushms
. ( q. mlles) Popula,tloné - . (%)
4 345 ﬁh .
Kusbfla Subdnvnslon 656 5, |8 861 b3‘8| 12 74
' Kushtm MR by pemnde®” ”819 282 72
PR - o GO LT o
Mu'pur 125 80,631° 70,588 79
[y PRt it : thansiTEY .
o B}_m!ramara _ 61. - 50, 526 v 3564 1
.07 EECS X PR :
Kumarkhah L 128 98, 297 71 279 79 .
tpe BT 34 Sy | |
"Khoksa . 38 4703 90,450 59
f" ar S e ' C‘i‘«"i, I .
Da,ulacpur .181 1,21,038" " ““ga009. 77
. ié L ke
Ushorpur Subdivition. 623 %3,48,085 2,4| 912 69
S oomTe ia :
‘Karimpur - - 1’72 1,01,272 b 79 832 79
LT L s T
e -Gangani 132 12,405 """“bo546 83
ST N C&-‘ [P AT L e ’u‘iuﬁg st
Moherpur o144 81869 49 897 . 60
R I R g3 . frrvial
Tehatte. 175 92,539 ¢ 52,637 BT

® ey o

R C s @ PR T
Zhaudanga Subdivision 498 2,80,510 © 1,71,674 61 -

M”c'}iua,damgm T 19 a5 T ss0e 6

T Alamdanga. ;f‘ o 1;3 . 94,481?};“ } 71(;7 807 72

* Damuwhuds’ . 118 108 e 52

“" Jibannager . 'ﬁ"f"' TR D 16’,316, 58

A *'I‘(nshna‘ga,n]. « @ ?8 34’109211; ! i§,075 " 45
‘ - siap, p il

N [ ]
Pargana,s D%sbn"t :

Y 0o . o ST
'adar ‘Snbdlvmoin I |081 |2,25,485j' -7 3,90,720 32
< e 1,1 s T e
. *Tollygunge 6 80,624 . 15,433 20
e de e A ) «® : FREE AP .
. '*§;Qn86rpqr. g, T . 96. .81.’,?.24/(.-25‘ K '11"044 SR
*Behala 20 69482, , 7467 13
3 [\ AP oo i ® vy awmey, -
M’etiabruz o 4m' 1,02868 56,134 54
AR d it S-OA PR (A '
*Maheshtol& 17 ® 54500 21,714 40
[TERE AREY .
*Canmng LI 3514 1, 50 612, ,61,,203 46
A P SOgid T AT
*Jaynagar, . . 280y L74457 - .8 5’1 005 29
*Baruipur}®. 833 1,00,865. wfm *26,400 26
~*Bishnuputt® 11 83%  1,31,086 -2.430,660 23
. *Budge ‘Bdgo" LSt 1652200 iSges 42
. r) i ‘e *
- Bhangar Cot 127 1,z ;sé R 6‘5,972 58
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Appendix—(Conid.)

(Bq.

*Barrackpore Subdivision
**Baranagar
*Barrackpore
*Titagarh
*Noapara
*Khardah
*Dum-Dum °
*Naihati °
*Jagatdal
*Bijpur
Barasat Subdivision
~Habra
Deganga
Barasat
Amdanga
*Rajarhat
*Basirhat Subdivisiop
Sarupnagar
Baduria
Basirhat
*Hasnabad
*Haroa
*Bandeshkhali
D
*Magrahate Yoo
*Falta *
*Diamond Hggrbour
*I.(ulpi .
* *Kakdwip
*Sagar
*Mathurapur

L]
*Sundarban .Fore_st
)

76 ]
Area Total
miles) Population
119 579,995
8 96,996
3 23,315
11 63,211
6 68,880
21 44,392 °
*
16 43,492
16 51,755
23 ° 1,29,610
16 58,335
384 3,17,261
&
109 70,718
-
78 849100
104 99,064
54 36,196
39 46,583
817 5,94,077
[ ]
83 5P542
-] °
81 83,684 °
101 1,25,164
155 1,16,238
821 90,745
276 1,20,704
1,264 8,18,309
o117 1,82,803
52 81,819
76 ©1,15,230
123 1,31,538
249 86,811
224 44,941
223 1.75,167
o *
4 1,259

L]
. . 1ol
Muslims Muslii:

1,37,465

19,306

6,664
o 17782
12,5618
8,089
12,319
11,847
37,308
11,742
-
1,82,894
41,399
45,199
59,330
20,714
16,249
2,51,459
31,234
49,830
72,296
39,246
41,407

o 19,446

-1,85,149
67,841
18,045
30,492
28,629
11,623

3,586
24,933
s, 493

(%) 1
24 -

20 ¢
26
13
18
19
28
24
29
20
59
58
69 o
59
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Appendlx——(C’ontd) o ' Area,,

Khulna Dzatmcl*. 1 . e o
. *Sadar Subdivision ' 812
g : TR fvd

: *Khul 38
PR § g, #id
*Tarakhada 83

@ e ;l‘.‘l- FL)
*Damlabpur . 34
Sk 202,81 L)
B el T 29
LEF LV A o Vit
oo ¥Batiaghatary - 91

L *Damurie .y 174

.",st-’fPaikgé,eha; oty Tooea4
bt 3¢ ) Dacope St 110
‘Satkhira Subdiv;isiop_. " o 889 .

oo, Kalagoa o g .0 o 89
\ . .o
woraTala i 130
g, Satkhira - e r 4l

g Kaligang ve 0 127,
5¢ FShyamnagar, 9» 176 -,
"‘Debhatt.a g 68;

IR ..
.

o *Asasuni e 1 oo 1684

BageThat Subdivision 790,

it Mollahat the 116+

»:¢*Bagerhat: y; ﬂ?"’?ﬁ 8

*Fa&{u‘hab, L e 61
- ‘.*Kachua ,.,.,“n 65
- *Rempal T 194,
) n52:;1\Iorelganj_'.g.i,;, ‘ 169.-
Saranktbla o 59

.2 Sundarban'Forest . 2,314% -
Jessore District 1% 2.5 T

Fgdar Subdiviston 798
..- DBagherpara, .. . 10%
ST o L ‘e

,fManira-mpm; . 1 7% i

Total ~ Muslims

(Sq mlles)‘ bPopula,lnon ey ediond

:'m.’;‘?? oo
6,229,418 260869'
70,798 0" 25 853

v
e iG LY
57, 012 © 95,088

aoe v bl 5}4br nooint,
3,255 22,

-'"_. Anvet

- 57,320, 17,652
® 1,09,120 ..

s

: 1’7().’8_34;?&,.-:i'ﬁ:;f7_9»659

- 64,289, ., .5 ;10,646
6,93,836} 4.2 3,64,068
66,207 ,, 46437
110,395, 60,989
1,16,704 .. (68,132

1,13,812, .. .. 59,171

1,15,@46 wwdvd 53’9w09
° 45315 ,.,19,309

¥

1,16,857 ' ;1,56;121
6,12,490 ; » 3,29,310
111,478 .\, . 57,847
1s29’,328‘:a'; »55,014
53,462, wyy, 20,703
66,063 + ..., 32,030
B8, . . (50,028
.
1,24,898  .89,463

31,384.., i 25,225 1

®
7,474 ;b;bt' .4 4,926
N YL T

499,852 ;¢ .3,09,820
50, 007 »_“‘\219.,956_

1 09,261

RS

J,160

it A47 840 -

Mushms

(%)

24
37
48
4

66

31 "
44
ne
17
53

70 .

s

58

52

47
43
48
54
52
46 .
39

4T

48 .

o1
80
66

62

0'6,0

68

L d
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Appendix (Conid.) Area Total Muslims Musiimj
(Sq. miles) Population (%)
Keshabpur 100 77,076 49,322 65
Jessore 168 1,05,967 67,812 ° 64
' Jhikarghacha 158 87,093 61,066 70
*Abhoynagar 95 70,248 ® 30,606 44
Jhinaidaha Subdivision 624 3,72,599. . 2,44,208 65
Kaliganj o 147 . 70640 47,430 87 :
Kotchandpur 65 31,762 20,656 65
Salkopa % e 117482 67,165 57
Harinakunda, 88° 59,842 46,358 77
Thinaidaha 180 92,873 62,590, 68
Magura Subdivision 437  3,06774  1,83,266 60
;V;agura 156 1,03,144 o 57,6909 57
Sripur 70 ) 59,4;7 33,839 57
*Salikha 88 43,313 20,893 48
- Muhammadpur 123 4,00,880 70,835 ° 71
Narail Subdivirion 417 §,79,|'o9 1,96,905 52
*Narail * 18, 1,10,6.83 48,093 45
*Kalia 118 o 1,23269 61,535 49
Alphadanga 36 32,466 3,281 72
Lohagara 115 1,12,691 64,046 57
Bongaon Subdivision 649 2,70,082 1,66,514 62
Bongaon 226 94016 ~ 53061 50
Vaighata emss o 94 39,088 24,041 ¢ 62
Mahespur bl@., 199 76,788 49,678 65
. Sarsa . 130 60,190 39,734 66
Faridpur District-: . ®
Sadar Subdivision 731 6,62,677  4,58,352 69
Taridpur 205 1,28,419 83,270 65
Char Bhadrassn 53 39,219 23,208 50
*  Bhusna 9 112,328 | 74,372° 66

.
Nagarkanda ¢ 148 1,32,384 98,487 74
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?)pendiX-(Contd.:) e o Area Total Mushims. )Mu§lims Se
e ;' T (Sq ,mlles) Popula,tlon L (%)
i{ . Bhangs cot89. 133,870 - g6Sist 79

©  Sadarpur % 97 L1645T r'sz,éis”' 714

"‘Gopalgam’Subdwnsnen‘t 672 1 5,23,963 L2, 8. 33 43

O Maksedpur | 70 237 155,32 #0587 49

&

R . R I .
*Raliakis o vradypg 1,27,012 59,3357 46
" sGopalgan . ¢ 175 2 02 895 '02,653 U™

. 5'*K6€51ip‘ara RN (3 138 730 . 39,1877 29
Madarlpur Subdlvlslon " 96l |2 67,687 6348 74
Madsripur . RETY 187 512 132 (’)’10“u 71
' *Ra,‘]axr LT .'!,;H'}SS 1,18,227 - 575::738 "'49 -

CoKalkini s Tdzees 105 634 75
“ paldng e - w0 : “U29,608  Ta0,238 ¥ 61 .
H Gomaihat o 1% sreer ;311:7’:3, ’ 80
" Buedarganj, -~ 140 - L4L60s 1190753 85
s Netia T .e'92 inaees ion, 508" 69
' Jemjira© 796 a“ii05;705' 98, TR R
Sibchar *.- o182 180,134+ 147:393 . ,;;; -
Goalundo s&bdivisi:n-’f “497 3‘,3‘4,476 211,606 63
Goalundo e “as527 " asiste. ' o5
Goslundo Ghat -~ ‘46  ‘i7,805 390647 68
*Baliakandi T eass  asose 49
" ng&." b Tfe209 giadr ' -
R P TE® Bee vy waps e dlwiah
?al?arganj Dzstrwt _’ N BN e T N

fo haherindt

Sadar Su'bic!nv::smn .o 1,072 4492?,#60 9, 30 '2A9l 3; 65
v 4 v o

Bokarganj -, (163 184,604 131,562,071
Mahendig@n} %123 L27,988  1L,10;§627F 86
Hila®.. | oUoo 110,200 4 s7od | so
* Muladi - 07’83 91,033 81",‘5”34"5 90
v *Ga.urnadl ‘f‘ 124, 312,244 91 k.‘;?ﬁi. Ly )

Uzwpur o 7 8e 126586 467,830  e54®
M PR T o

-
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Area, Total Muslims Muslims
(Sq. miles) Population (%)
Barisal 112 1,63,726 95,237 38
Babuganj 56 78,269 58,406 76
*Jhalakati 80 . 1,33,465 62,890 47
Rajapur 59 80,438 63,331 79
Nalchiti 9  1,15107 * 179,781 69
Pirojpur Subdivision 708 7,93,637 504,331 % 64
Mathbaria 124 ‘1,00,208 84,935 78+
Patharghata o96 52,343 41,931 80
Bamna 3¢, 32,547 28,110 86
*Swarupkati 2 116308 65513 48
*Nazirpur 93 88,502 35,541 40
Bansripars 0 78,345 44,513 57
Pirojpur 100 24453 77331 62
Kowkhali 27 49,236 29,608 60
Bhandaria 62 17,967 60,559 18
Kathalia 60 61,625, 46290 72
Dakshinashahabazpur - °
(Bhola) Subdivision %669 536,117 -+ 4,63403 86
Bhola 116 1,10453° 96,280 87
Daulatkandi 132 1,30,001 1,18,284 91
Baranadi 124 96,723 82,600 - 85
Tazumaddin 132 R <= FF682 55,304 79
Lalmohan 165 1,29,258 1’1069650 86 g
Patuakhali Subdivision 1,334 7,95,646 6,69,002 8
Patuakhali 147 1,24,523 99,471 80
Betagi e 670 66,373 56,113 85
Mirzaganj 64 61,313 54,074 88
Baupjal s 161 1,68777 1,33,272 81
Amtoli 349 99,847 84,780 85
Kalapara 87 43,821 31,664 72
Barguna 122 91,521 ° 82,001 89
« Galachipa 337 °  1,44471 1,27,627 ° 88
. * Non-Muslim :na'orit 7 thana ° .
LNBERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL ¢
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