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PREFACE 

The strategies for rural development in the country 

started vlith the setting of Community Development Block in the 

early part of this century, but it was soon realised that the 

problems of rural areas are multifacets. Therefor~ a suitable 

strategy known as 'Integrated rural development programme• 

was evolved by the Planning Commission in 1971 which aims to 

eradicate rural poverty from the grassroot level. 

On the basis of the Report of the Planning Commission 

Area Development Authority was established by the name of Loktak 

Development Authority (LDA) in the Bishnupur district but no 

1'1icro-level study has yet been conducted so far. It has been 

observed that Lake Development Authority functions for the 

development of the Lake only. So it is hoped that it would be 

e xtended to other spheres as a multi-facet programme for the 

entire district, v;hich will require the involvanent of 

Irrigation En gineer, Agronomist, Co-operative and Bank 

Exper ts, distribution and mar ketin g expert, an ecolo gist and 

s ocial scientistso It has been also observed th a t effort so 

far made by integrated rural development programme in projecting 

a unified machinery h ave not succeeded in so l v ing the p rob lem 

of the areao 
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PURPOSE OF STUDY 

The Bishnupur district of Manipur selected for the 

study have the following salient features that attract a 

closer survey :-

(i) It is a southern half of the valley of Manipur and 

it p ossesses the depression of th e Loktak l a ke forming the 

lowest portion of the valley of Manipur where water accumulates 

and causes severe perennial flood along the fringing villages. 

(ii) Protection of the only drainage outlet from the 

valley by a natural hump known as "Sugnu hump" leads to devastatin g 

· floods an d silt ation on the lake reg ion of the Bishnupur p lain. 

(iii) The region has huge water reserves which can be 

utilised . for other purposes like lift irri gation, water suppl y, 

e lectricity generation and fisheries development. 

(iv) Population pre ssure on land is too great in the area 

wh ich retards development. 

(v) Agriculture is stil l primitiv~ though irrigation is 

provided in the area. There is still uncertainty in p r odu c tion 

h'hich d eteriorat es th e economic condition of the p e opleo 

(vi) Socio-economi c function s a r e gr oss l y i nadeq ua te i n 

the s tudy a r ea which i s most ly attrib uted to poor econ omic 
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condition of the peopl c and due to phys ical, economic and 

socio-cultural constraint. 

(vii) The construction of the Loktak multipurpose 

hydro-electric project by drainin9 ~ he water of the Loktak lake 

have profound effect on the ecology of the lake and the 

surroundin g villages . There is an increase in the rate of 

soil erosion, siltation on the l ake floor, deforestatio~ 

water hyacinth g rowth and flood which need proper monitoring . 

(viii) The Loktak region i s one of the richest area ... 

for different flora and farma of the State. It is the fish 

feed ing bowl for the whole of the State of 1'1an ipur. It is also 

t he Sanctuary of many rare species in t he vwrld, but this h a s 

be en slowly becomin g ext in:et due t o misma n agem ent of water, 1 and, 

a n d wil e life preservation, which need to be viewed through 

cevelopment perspective. 

(xi) Lastly, l a ck of proper p lanning to develop the 

area a n d people in the p a sto 

. . 

~he ma in o b jectives of the study are ~ 

( i) t o stud y the phys i cal aspect s like g e ology, r el ief, 

drain age, climate soil a n c1 veget ation of the dist rict am! t h ei r 

interr e l a t i o n for assessin g t he rnajcr :;:,roLl e-ns l i ke f lood, 
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d r ouqh t, s iltation, soil eros i o n a n d d e pos ition,. 

(ii) to evalua te t he demo g r aphic s et u p like distribution 

o f population, densit y of p opu l ation, literacy rate and 

o ccupational pattern o f the peo p le, wh ich are greatly attributed 

to th e presence of Loktak la ke in t he districto It also aims 

to d etermine the problem relat in~ t o o ccupat i on s specially 

associated with agriculture anc1 fish ing,. 

(iii) to determine the a g ricultural p at t ern, method of 

cul f-:. ivation, productivity, chang es and t h eir relation with 

respect to land. It h a s also aimed to identify the !T8jor probl Em s 

li ke irrigation, land utilisat i on, f l uctuat i o n of p rod1..:ction, 

modernisation in t h e s p here o£ agricu ltur~ 

(iv) to ev;aluate t h e avail ability 2n d accessibility of 

the existing soc io-economi c function s like e d ucation, health 

serv ices, financing agencies, communication, marketing services, 

t r ansport, retail serv i ces, industries and electricity which 

contribute much fo r t he all-round development of the area and 

determ ine the possibility of further develop ment 

(v) to identify areas of g eneral problE!Tls and ecological 

imba l<=mces and their effect on the areas and people in particular 

(vi) to examine the previous strategies adopted for 

t h e a rea development and evaluate its application in the study 

area 

(vii) to assess the role o f the project in the management 
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o: water reso urces and the developmE:nt of the are a and the 

peop l e of the d i str ..let,., 

(viii) and finally to sugge:::;t a r e l evant strategy 

for the area development . 

I1ET HODOLOGY : 

(i) In v iew o f t he absence of mo st of the data for 

the Micro level study, extens ive question naires have been made 

t o c over different as pects of the study a rea. The questionnaire 

are d ivided into four partso cl'he f irs t t vJO parts comprises of 

socio-economi c and soc io- cultural, ~hile the th ird and fourth 

parts comprise of a gricultural aspects and eco logy. Extensive 

fie ld \v or k vJ as conducted panchayetvJi s e . Interview was conducted 

with the Pradhans, Upo -Pr adhans ano mem bers of 24 Panchayets of 

the district . Interview vJas als o conducted \d th the local 

people separately to get informat i o n about their economic status, 

p rob lem s and availability of s ocio-economi c functions. 

(ii) Data and infor~ation had to be collected fvom 

di ff erent sources both Government and p rivate organisations, 

clubs, municipalities/town committees, a nd many otherso 

(iii) In fo r mation and literature have also been 

collected from differ ent libraries, j o urn a ls and personal 

expe riences a 

/ 
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(iv) Av ailable data were computed by scientific 

calculator a nd resul ts h ave b ee:1 analysed for obtaining the 

explanation and conclusion . 

(v) Maps and diagrams have be2n drawn using different 

car tograph ic techniq ues to illustrate the d ata and information 

in maps and diagrams . Statistical techniq ues have also been 

applied to analyse the nwnerical data into a definite 

conc lusion. 

(vi) Lastly photogr aph s were taken to pin point the 

problems like physical, demographic socio-economic condition 

associated \vith Lo kt ak Hydro -electric Project and on the basis 

of these Reports have been p repared and various literatures 

are cited to compare the study Hith those who have worked in 

the area of similar pro b lEms else\vhere in the country and 

abroad. 

LIMITATION 

The study on the impact of Loktak Multipurpose 

Hydro-elect ric Project in the villages of Bishnupur district 

is a difficult task because of the initial stage of the 

Project. The district itself came into existence in 1983 0 

There are limitations o f data and the information available 

are mostly unreliable. Data of Census Operation villagewise 

reveals contrastin~ f i gure of areas and names of the villages. 
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It g ives a gross inadeq uacy o f ~ .. ::;"La fo r research work. S o, 

common v illages have been taken i nto consideration fo r 

anal y sis in th e successive Cen;; Lt s o As no o ne worked in the 

study area so the area is vir g _-~r l .:J nd most of the work which 

has been mentioned here are th e ~ esults o f on the spot survey 

and personal experiences of th e invest i g ator. 

DESIGN OF THE THESIS : 

The whole work commen c es vJ i th, the identification 

of the location of the Bishnup uc d ist rict in the Manipur State 

of the tndian Union and giving th e pur pose, o b jective and 

methodology adopted for the study . 

T hen, the work comn ences with the first chapter which 

deals with the physical backg r ound of the distric~ the original 

point of all the problems . 

The second, third and fourth chapters analys~ the 

demographi~ agriculture and socio-economic functions, prevalent 

in the district influenced by physical factors. 

The Fifth Chapter deals wit h the identification of the 

general problems and ecological imb alances created by various 

factors and develop ment work i n t he district. 

The &ixth Chapter de a l s with t he review of earlier 

strategies introduced in the c o1mtr y a nd its implementation in 

t he district. 
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The Seventh Chap ter deals with the role of Loktak 

Hydro-electric Project in the development of the Loktak lake 

region highlightening on the management of water resources, ' 

checking of flood, reclamation of marshy land, fisheries and 

fish erman development, supp ly of electricity. agriculture, 

protection of plants and animals and tourism development. 

And finally the Eighth Chapter comprises of the 

problem based development strategies, suggestions and conslusion. 
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