
CHAPTER «> I 

INTROLUCnCN 

T. s . E l i o t i s a g r e a t f o r c e i n modern E n g l i s h l i t e r z i t u r e . 

His l i t e r a r y c a r e e r c o v e r s a p e r i o d of o v e r f o r t y - f i v e y e a r s . 

Hiw work c o n p r i s e s pc -e t ry , drama and i^ roee , t h e l a t t e r i n c l u d i n g 

h i s s o c i a l and l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m as w e l l as h i s j o u r n a l i s m . H i s 

e n t i r e c o r p u s of work shows t h a t h i e a t t i t u d e i s r e l i g i o u s , 

T. s , E l i o t ' s c a r e e r p r e s e n t s a n u m t e r of p a r a d o x e s t h a t 

a r e r e s o l v e d on a f u r t h e r p l a n e . He i s an ^iinerican who l e a v e s 

h i s n a t i v e l a n d w i t h i t s d e m o c r a t i c v a l u e s , t o go b e c k t o h i s 

a n c e s t r a l Europe w i t h i t s h i e r a r c h i c a l c u l t u r e s wh ich h e b e l i e v e s 

t o b e d e g e n e r a t e ; he i s a t h i n k e r who i s a c u t e l y c o n s c i o u s of 

t h e m a t e r i a l l y o t t h e w o r l d , b u t e d u c a t e d i n B r a d l e y ' s i d e a l i s m , 

&*• ""^^^no t o wh ich n e i t h e r t h e s u b j e c t n o r t h e o b j e c t i s r e a l , 

b u t o n l y t h e s p i r i t u a l e n t i t i e s w h i c h t r a n s c e n d them; h e i s a 

s c e p t i c woo d o u b t s s o s e r i o u s l y t h a t ho c a n n o t t o l e r a t e i n d i f f -

e r o n c e ; he i s a l i t e r a r y c r i t i c who a s s e s s e s t h e i r r p o r t a n c e of 

l i t e r a t u r e i n t e r m s of i t s p r a c t i c e i n d i s c i p l e s h i p o r a n t a g o ­

n i s m , i n t h e i i ' ^ h t of a r e l i g i o u s s y s t e m ; and h e i s a p o e t who 

g i t s ' p e l t r y a» " t h e e m o t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t , of t n c u g h t " and s t a t e s 

t-t\r.t it c s r . n o t be p r a c t i s e d w i t n - u t an i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s c i p l i n e 

SŜ  s t r i n g e n t as t n a t of p h i l o s o p h y . T h e r e i s a d u a l i t y i n e a c h 

4-^:5^7 b u t e a c h d u a l i t y i s r e s o l v e d j h i s p u r s u i t cf t h e e m o t i o n a l 

Cti'jiriB of c u l t u r e t a k e s him beyond t h e i i r i r . a t u r i t y of A m e r i c a 



and the degeracy of Europe; h i s be l i e f t h a t the g rea t dilemmas 

are s p i r i t u a l overcomes h i s i n t e r n a l d i s t a t e for the oppression 

of ex t e rna l matter? h i s f a i t h in the v i a b i l i t y of s p i r i t u a l 

search c a r r i e s him i->eyond h i s p r iva t e scept icism and despa i r of 

public ind i f fe rence , and h is sense tha t poetry i s below religicai 

in a h ierarchy of d i s c ip l i ne s i s for him a more l o g i c a l J u s t i ­

f i c a t i on for i t s exis tence than any p u r s u i t of poetry as an 

absolute can be, 

In h i s e n t i r e corpus of work, he champions a r e i n s t a t e ­

ment of the r e l i g i o u s view of l i f e . And the c e n t r a l theme of 

h i s poetry i s r e l ig ion that gradual ly v a r i e s in nature from the 

e a r l y phase t o the l a t e r phase of h i s poe t ry . The study of t n i s 

r e l i g i o u s theme in E l i o t ' s poetry i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the readers 

of modem poetry in general and those of JEliot in p a r t i c u l a r , i t 

a l so becomes a subject of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t for those who endeavour 

t o t r a ce the development of t he p o e t ' s mind in h i s works, 

e s p e c i a l l y in h i s poe t ry . There have been a large number of 

c r i t i c a l works, research works, papers and a r t i c l e s on d i f f e r en t 

aspects of E l i o t ' s poe t ry . But the r e l i g i o u s aspect of h i s poetry 

has not been adequately considered and has remained lop-s ided . 

Many c r i t i c s and scholars have refused to take t h i s aspect 

s e r i o u s l y and have d e a l t with i t p a r t i a l l y . C r i t i c s l i k e Elizabatfc 

Drew, Helen Gardner, D.E.S. Maxwell, K r i s t i a n sraidt have pointed 

cut t h i s aspect in t h e i r books, bu t i t has not emerged prcminently 



i n t e r a l i a . John D. Maryolis in h is T.S. El iot* s I n t e l l e c t u a l 

Developroent, 1922-1939 and Lyndall Gordon in h i s two books 

E l i o t ' s Early Years (1978) and E l i o t ' s New Life (1988) have 

made casua l references to h i s r e l i g i o n . V.K.Roy's T . s . E l i o t ; 

gxiest for Belief i s a study of E l i o t ' s poetry anc drama from a 

broad s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l pe r spec t ive . Though the author* s convic­

t i o n s are never in doubt the account seems t o suffer trotn a lack 

of proper focus . A.N. Dwivedi, D. Ghosh and CM. Kaams have 

examined the Indian thouyht in E l i o t ' s poet ry , which becomes 

only a p a r t i a l study of h i s t rea tment of r e l i g i o n . C r i t i c s l i k e 

E. K- Hay and R. Crawford have examined t h i s aspect of h i s poetry 

from a Chr i s t i an b i a s . 

Many c r i t i c s l ike I.A. Richards have pointed out E l i o t ' s 

preoccupation with sex. One cannot bu t no t i ce t h i s preoccupaticxi 

with sex, and sometimes ga thers the inpress ion ' ' t ha t sex i s 

regarded as in i t s e l f e v i l and s i n f u l " . But t h i s inpress ion 

seems t o be exaggerated when one considers the s in fu lness of 

sex as a mat ter of Chr i s t i an doct r ine or philosophy. If one 

leaves the doct r ine of Or ig ina l S in , which may have a p a r t i c u l a r 

app l i ca t ion t o sex, the re i s no such teaching in the theology 

t o which E l i o t svibscribes. Kr i s t i an Smidt has r i g h t l y s t a t e d : 

Cathol ic dogma, desp i t e the doc t r ine of t he 
Iroecvilate Conception, does not regard sexual 
in t e rcourse as in i t s e l f t a i n t e d or s i n f u l . 



Anglican theology, as expounded in Doctrine 
in the Church of England, emphatical ly does 
not • 

E l i o t had nothing in h i s mind cont rary to the Chr i s t i an f a i t h , 

and h is a l l u s ions to sex seem to be nearer the o r i e n t a l ideas 

of d e s i r e as suffering and s p i r i t u a l i s o l a t i o n . Ke simply high­

l i g h t s the abuse of sex r e su l t i ng in s p i r i t u a l exhaust ion. 

In course of h i s analysis of tlie modern mind^ E l i o t 

c on"csnc s ' 

One might th ink t h a t sex and r e l i g i o n were 'problem' 
l i ke Free Trade and i n p e r l a l Preference; i t seems odd 
t h a t the human race should have gene on for so many 
thousano years before i t suddenly r e a l i s e d t h a t 
r e l i g i o n and sex* one r i g h t a f t e r the o ther , 

2 presented problems . 

Even he f inds t h a t h i s contemporaries are occupied with re l ig ion 

whether they c a l l themselves churchmen or r a t i o n a l i s t s , agnostics 

or s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . Religion i s n e i t h e r fana t ic i sm ^'^^ 

a c r aze ; i t i s in the blood of man. What, however, he objects 

t o i s sec ta r ian i sm in poe t r ry . s ince E l i o t i s conscious of h i s 

1. Kr i sh t l an Smldt, poery and Belief in t he work of T . s . E l io t 
(Londc^ s Routledge and Kegan Paul , 1961J, p . 195. 

2. The Use of Poetry find the use of C r i t i c i s m (London; Faber 
and Faber, 1980), p. 127. 



duty as an a r t i s t he does not hold any view t h a t d i r e c t l y marks 

off one kind of poetry from anotrjer as d i s t i n c t l y r e l i g i o u s by 

assigning seme spec ia l t r a i t s . His sense of r e l i g i o n i s c lose ly 

r e l a t e d t o h i s sense of h i s to ry (a sense of t imeless as well as 

of temporal) which has inpar ted u n i v e r s a l i t y and coirprehensiveness 

t o h is v i s i o n s . 

I t would be erroneous to th ink t h a t E l i o t had been pass ionate 

and sexy upto a ce r t a in pe r ioa of h i s l i f e and then he hecmiB an 

Anglo-ce thol ic , as Edmund vVilson does in h i s learned t r e a t i s e by 

observing t h a t "the asce t ic shrinking from sexual experience 

and tt>e d i s t r e s s a t the drying up of the spr ings of sexual 

emotion* with the s t r a i n i n g a f t e r a r e l i g i o u s emotion which may 

be made t o t a t e i t s place* . Edmund Wilson i s s t a t i n g only one 

hal f of a general t r u t h in h i s observation that " the crying up 

of the spr ings of sexual emotion" may cause " s t r a i n i n g af te r a 

r e l i g i o u s emotion which may tJB inaae t o i:ake i t s p l a c e " . I t may 

be maintained with equai j u s t i c e t h a t the drying up of the 

spr ings of t he r e l i g i o u s emotion br ings a s t r a i n i n g a f te r sexual 

emotion which may be made t o take i t s p l ace . Cue may gain very 

3» Axel« S Cagtel t A Study of t h e Imaginative L i t e r attire of 
- l a i iKia iP (LondonJ Col l ins and Fontana, l^*)!) p . l oS . 



l i t t l e from e i t h e r exp lana t ion . In any case# the " i n t e r e s t in 

metaphysics, and in r e l i g i o u s emotions, p o s i t i v e or nega t ive , 

are as o r ig ina l in E l i o t ' s poet ry as h i s i n t e r e s t i n sexual 

emotions*' . One may admit, as £lid)t does, "a connection as in 

an ascending sca le between sexual love and divine love" . This, 

however, does not make e i t h e r a s iobst l tute for the o t h e r , so 

h i s poe t ry " i s aox. e s s e n t i a l l y s in fu l except in being an inpor tan t 

pa r t of l i f e in general and shar ing the general burden of o r i g ina l 
5 s in" . 

riencfe a r i ses the idea ot tne t h e s i s - Religious Thoughts 

In £l iQt*» poetry«, This t h e s i s at tempts t o evaluate var ious types 

of r e l i g i o u s thoughts t na t have worked out a t d i f f e r e n t s tages 

of h i s poe t ic l i f e , bince tne t h e s i s i s concerned with the theme 

of r e l i g i o n , i t i s worthwhile t o have some conception about 

r e l i g i o n along with i t s t rea tment in moaern English poe t ry . 

The word " re l ig ion" comes rrom the Latin word, r e l i g i o , 

which means "bind toge ther" . Man does not l ive by bread alone. 

He has t o solve nis problems by developing "his f a i t h in the cosmic 

pcwer which sus t a ins the whole xaniverse, While d i scuss ing the 

roo t s ot r e l i g i o n in the human sou l , John B a i l l i e po in t s outj 

4 . K. Smidt, op, c i t . , p . 196. 

5, Idem. 



Religion i s a consciousness wftich comes t o the 
d u t i f u l , t o the l oya l , t o those who are t rue t o 
the highest values t t e y know, t n a t i n being thus 
du t i fu l and loyal t o the ix values they are doing 
what they were meant and appointed t o do, and are 
pu t t ing themselves in l ine with the E te rna l and 
have h i s backing behind them • 

so man has always been i d e n t i f i e d with the c r e a t o r . 

La t e r , many have defined r e l i g i o n d i f f e r e n t l y , William 

James def ines r e l ig ion as " the f ee l ing , ac t s and experiences of 

ind iv idua l men in t h e i r s o l i t u d e , so fa r as they apprehend thenw 

se lves to stand in r e l a t i o n t o whatever they may consider the 
7 

d iv ine" • "Religion", says G.T.W. Pa t r i ck , " i s a fee l ing of 

dependence upon the unseen powers wnich c o n t r o l our des t iny , 

acconpanied by a des i re t o come in to f r i end ly re la t ione, with 

them" . A.N. Whitehead cdaservesi 
JReligion i s tne v i s ion of something which s tanas 
Oeyond, behind aiad wi tn in , tne passixiL^ flux of 
imraediate t n in^s / something which i s r e a l , and ye t 
wai t ing t o oe r e a l i s e d ; something which i s a remote 
p o s s i b i l i t y , ano yet the g r e a t e s t of p resen t f a c t s ; 
something t h a t gives meaiiing to a l l t h a t passes , and 

6. The Roots of_ Religion in the Human ooul (New York : Loran, 
1 9 2 6 J , p p . 112-113. 

^* '-^^^ Va r i e t i e s of Rel ig ious x:.xperience i A Study in Human 
Nature (New York? The Modern L i t e ra ry , l'929J, pp . 31-32. 

8, I n t roauc t ion to Philosophy; Revised Edi t ion (Londons George 
Alien Sc Unwin L td . , 1968; , p . 37, 
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yet eludes apprehension/ something whose possession 
i s the f i n a l good, and yet i s beyond a l l reach; 
something which i s the u l t imate i c e a l , and the hopeless 
quest , 

-vhicehead, cnerefore, regaras r e l i g i o n as a quest which i s thought 

hopeless but; wojcth pursuing because i t i s with the he lp of r e l i g i o n 

t h a t man i s aoie t o see beyond h i s limitied l i f e . W. H. K i lpa t r i ck 

defines r e l i g i o n as "the s p i r i t witii which one holds one ' s supreme-

value - the value in terms of which one values a l l e l s e - p lus the 

outworking of t h i s a t t i t u o e apprcpr ia te ly in l i f e —— e unifying 

of one ' s se l f and one 's l i f e on the b a s i s of some supreme and 

inc lus ive outlook and consequent programme of action" . Hence 

he cons iders r e l i g ion as a means of a t t a i n i n g an appropr ia te 

a t t i t u o e in l i f e wHich *fill enable a person t o find un i ty between 

the se l f and h i s ac t ions , i'nus the re are numerous d e f i n i t i o n s and 

views of r e l i g i o n , but moi>t of these d e f i n i t i o n s and views emphasize 

one aspect or anotner of r e l i g i o n t o the exclusion of o t h e r s , 

Religion i s s t i l l in the process of growing and u n t i l i t s 

growth i s conplete no adequate d e f i n i t i o n of i t can be found. I t 

i s again a very ambiguous terms for i t means not only a i f f e r e n t 

th ings t o d i f f e r en t people* but a l so d i f f e r e n t th ings t o the same 

9. Science and the Modern world j liOwel Lectures , 1925 (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1964j, p . 275. 

10. Source Book in t he Philosophy of r; due a t ion (New Yorkt The 
Macmlllan Company, 1 9 5 i ; , p . 1 . 
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pecple at d i f fe ren t t imes. So the most comprehensive de f in i t i on 

of r e l i g i o n i s as followsj 

^ I t i»_7 -̂ s ^̂ ® del ief in a superna tura l power or 
powers, bel ief in a goc or gods, e spec ia l ly such 
be l i e f as e n t a i l s ac ts of worsnip on the pa r t of the 
c e l i e v e r ; a developed system of ph i losoph ica l , 
t heo log i ca l , and e t h i c a l opinions , t e n e t s ana t h e o r i e s 
depending u l t imate ly and e s s e n t i a l l y upc^ a be l i e f in 
a de i ty or d e i t i e s , and the n e c e s s i t y of worshipping 
t h a t de i ty or those d e i t i e s , 

And the d i f f e r e n t aspects of r e l i g ion may be arranged in some such 

orders as follows i r i t u a l ; dogma; hagiology; e t h i c s , philosophy, 
metaphysics; and mysticism. 

A man i s apt r.o s t r e s s now one aspect , then another, in 

response t o the pressure oi the preva len t mood, /js he goes up 

the s c a l e , he seems t o touch the l e s s p a r t i c u l a r and more vtniversai 

aspects of r e l i g i o n . Ri tua ls and dogmas d i f f e r widely and even 

e n t e r t a i n i n g l y , and the same r e l i g i o n i s sometimes driven t o 

modify them co s u i t changing circurascances, Hagiology can likewise 

dwindle i n t o sec ta r ian ism; but loy tnemselves, and Judged by theix" 

v i s i o n s , experiences and outpourings, the s a i n t s are for a i l and 

speak t o a l l , and they are v e r i l y ambassauors ot the Absolute, 

Again, e t h i c a l systemsshow i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i a t i o n s , while trie world 

views ot the d i f f e r en t r e l i g ions agree only profoundly to disgrace, 

1 1 . Cited in K,R,b. Iyengar ' s The Adventure of Cr i t i c i sm 
(Bombay i Asia P\iblishing House, 1962;, po. 166~167, 
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and a s i ng l e rel igicai may confortaibly harbour severa l darsanas 

or schools of philosophy, a l l apparently c o n s i s t e n t with the 

myst ical experiences of t h e i r founders, i n s p i r e s and s u s t a i n e r s . 

Although p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o n s attempt t o appropr ia te exc lus ive ly 

t h i s or t h a t s a i n t , the s a i n t s themselves as a c l a s s are in a 

category apar t , t h e i r l ives follow a pa t t e rn of t h e i r own and 

t h e i r myst ical experiences have an almost i d e n t i c a l f lavour and 

c a s t . I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s vary; they wrangle and d i v i d e . But i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s abide; they \mify and harmonize. 

The s p i r i t of r e l i g i o n i s , more or l e s s , found in English 

Poetry from the Anglo-Saxon per iod t o the modern age. A la rge 

number of modern poets - G.M. Hopkins (1844-1889), F ranc i s 

Thompson (1860-1907), W.B, Yeats (1865-1939), George Russel l 

(1867-1935), Char lo t te Mew (1869-1927), G.K, Chesterton (1874-

1936), Alfred Noyes (1880-1958), T. S. E l i o t (1888-1965) and 

Robert Graves (1895 •«'• ) , t o name only a few, have kept a l ive 

the flame of r e l i g i o n in t h e i r poetry* G.M, Hopkins g l o r i f i e s 

God and h i s own soul in the e a r l y poems. He has outsoartfd the 

shadow to the oark night ot the soul ano he has regained h i s 

l o s t f a i t h in God in h i s pern "That Nature i s a Herac l i t ean 

F i r e , and of the comfort of the Resur rec t ion" . He sees a l l Nature 

consumed t c ashes and h i s soul alone s tanding imperishable l i k e 

an "iirenortal diamond". Francis Thompson i s a genuine mystic 

l i k e Blake and n is mystical a t t i t u d e f inds bes t express ion in 

"The Hound of Heaven" and ••In No s t range Land", W.B. Yeats has 

been deeply inceres ted in the teaching of the Upanishads and 

file:///mify
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tne poetry of lagore and Blake- His poems— "All Soul*s Night", 

"The Double Vision of Michael Robertes" and "Sai l ing t o Byzantlam" 

depic t h i s s p i r i t u a l i s t i c experience and v i s i o n s , George Russe l l , 

known as AE, i s the pivot of the Dviblin Theosophical Movement 

which made a grea t impact on the I r i s h L i t e r a ry Revival , This 

s i g n i f i c a n t movement led him t o persue the myst ical teachings of 

the East and the psychology of mystical exper ience. Most of h i s 

poem l i k e "Ca4", " indisn" , "Krishna" and "F i re" revea l h i s myst ical 

a t t i t u d e . Charlot te Mew's ea r ly poems explore r e l i g i o u s suffer ing 

(in the form of martyrdom), punishment, deaths sorrow, loss and 

love . Her main achievement, "Madeleine in Church", dep ic t s a r e l i ­

gious theme, G.K, Chestertcn i s a devout Rcnnan catnt l i e and there 

are solemn and ser ious touches of r e l i g i o n in h i s poe t ry . He has 

brcught the s p i r i t of Catholicism in English poetry p a r t i c u l a r l y 

in h i s hyims and war b a l l a d s , as in "Ballad of white Horse" and 

"The House of Christmas". Al t red Noyes was a Chr i s t i an by f a i t h , 

and in joyous verse he has sung "The Lord of Life i s r i s e n again 

and Love i s Lord of a l l " , Robert Graves p r e sen t s the omnipotence 

and omniscience of God in h i s poem "In The wi loe rness" . 

Amonc, the r e l i g ious poets or the mooern age r. s, 

E l i o t deserves an important p lace , :-or he has made a v i t a l enQ 

s u b s t a n t i a l cc^itribution co the f i e l d of modem r e l i g i o u s poe t ry . 

He has made a provocative remark t h a t he i s a " c l a s s i c i s t in 
12 l i t e r a t u r e , Anglo-Catholic in r e l i g i o n , r o y a l i s t in p o l i t i c s " . 

12, r. S . E l i o t , For Lance l e t Ahdrewes ^London, 1928), p . IX. 
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He i s an Anglo-Catholic in an i r r e l i g i o u s world arotind him, 

England has enjoyed a long e ra of peace, p rosper i ty and 

progress during the reign of jueen Vic to r ia and her empire, which 

had grown i n t o an unimaginably large s i z e where the sun never 

s e t , acted as e shock absorber of the see th ing soc ia l d i scon ten t s 

a t home. Blind optimism was the leading fea tu re of the Vic tor ian 

a t t i t u d e t o l i f e and i t seemed t o overpower the s t r a i n of p e s s i ­

mism which, however, was only skin-deep. All con t rad ic t ions and 

ci_nfl icts of ideas and b e l i e f s were somehow resolved in forcefu l 

coirpromises, Tne c o n f l i c t between science and r e l i g ion s ince the 

pub l i ca t ion of Darwin's The Origin of Species (1859j had been 

patched up in the i n t e r e s t of the enpire wnich, as Kipling thought, 

appeared t o be dest ined to l a s t for eve r . The s p i r i t of the age 

has been J u s t l y summed up in these l i n e s i 

^ . ve are_J7 wandering between two worlds, c«e dead 
13 The other powerless t o be bom . 

The economic prosper i ty of England increased by leaps and 

bounds between 1902 and 1914 and i t came e a s i l y t o be regarded 

as p o l i t i c a l l y the most s t ab l e and m i l i t a r i l y the migh t ies t 

na t ion in Europe, But the r o t hao se t in tne v i t a l e n t r a i l s of 

the na t i ona l l i f e i t cculc be descr ibed as the decay of the 

r e l i g i o u s sense ot l i f e , or the decay of s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . Materia­

lism was the supreme God, mater ia l i sm in any of i t s manifested 

13, Matthew Arnold, "c^tanzaas from the Grande Chartreuse" in 
An Arnold Verse select ion^ ed. by Louglas Grant t (London: 
Macmiilan & Co, L td , , l - J . ) , p , 163, 
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forms — capi ta l i sm, imperlalisro or soc ia l i sm. The i n c u s t r i a l 

revolut ion had reached the optimum poin t t even the r u r a l areas 

of iJngland had becc^e in a sense, urbanized, for most values and 

assumptions of the people of tihese areas were determined as in 

the c i t i e s , by "the enlarged ro le of money". I t was money, not 

human a f fec t ions , t h a t came to determine the human r e l a t i o n s n i p s . 

Ind iv idua l s did not mat ter ; they must submit themselves t o the 

l e v e l l i n g co l l ec t i ve i n t e r e s t s of the economic groups and c l a s s e s . 

The p r e s t i g e and greatness of a man depended upon h i s wealth and 

r i c h e s , no t upon the q u a l i t i e s of h i s mind and h e a r t , nor upon 

h i s moral and r e l ig ious b e l i e f s , for both moral i ty and r e l i g ion 

had been subjugated to the function or merely j u s t i f y i n g moneys 

rnaJdng as the highest goal of l i t e . The s i t u a t i o n has been descri­

bed as fo l lows! 

/ihat. was e J i i a ing , , , because i t bred a poisonous 
-ynicjgnabout human r e l a t i o n s , was the making and 
breaking of personal f r i endsh ips according to temporary 
and accidental circumstances in no way connected with 
personal merit jt gracious apprec ia t ion and i n s i s t e n t 
intimacy oeing succeeded, when f a i l u r e according t o 
wordly standards oc 'urrecjt-, by harsh c r i t i c i s m and cold 

14 avoidance » 

14. G.H. Bantock, "The s o c i a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l Background. 
"The Modern Age (ed. Boris Ford) , p . 15, 
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Natura l ly , a l l t h i s led t o the eros ion o± s p i r i t u a l 

values and re l ig ious b e l i e f s , to the s t a t e of s t e r i l i t y of hea r t 

and sou l , and generated the fee l ing of l o n e l i n e s s , of being t i e c 

CO the inpersonal and wayward economic fo rces . The c e r t a i n t i e s 

of the Victorian age gradual ly gave way t o fee l ings of doubt and 

u n c e r t a i n t y . This unse t t l i ng e f fec t had been hastened by the 

d i scover ies of Jbreud in the s .here of psychology, Bergson in the 

realm of philosophy, ^iiinstein in the realm of n a t u r a l science and 

Picasso in the realm of p a i n t i n g . I r r a t i o n a l i t y came to be regard­

ed as being funcamental t o the htinian n a t u r e . 

I t was a l l the more obvious during the F i r s t world wsr t 

for desp i t e the sway of reason and l o g i c , despi te a l l round 

prosi>exity, optlmisro ana sani ty of t he r u l e r s , ^.oigland, t oo , was 

drawn to the F i r s t World wax. The i r r a t i o n a l in man had triuiiphed, 

or r a t h e r the i r r a t i o n l in the most r a t i o n a l l y organized machine-

c i v i l i z a t i a a , While the c lc generat ion in i:.ngland continued t o 

be l i eve in authori taraanism and a code of r a t i o n a l l y con t ro l l ed 

behaviour , tne young generacicn i n - ec t ed wi txi the new discover ies 

and f resh r e a l i z a t i o n s tended to rebe l aga ins t a l l forms of 

au thor i ty in p o l i t i c s , in mola l i ty , and even r e l i g i o n . v;hen the 

wild f i r e s oi zhi^ i l r s t .iorla «̂ax- were raging in ^.urope, the 

ijcxidon of 1915 t i ac^ expression in i.,H.Lawrence's (Ascr ipt ion* 

I t waa in 1915 the old world ended. In the winter or 
1915-16 the s p i r i t oi the old Lonaon col lapsed; the 
c i t y , in s^me way, per i shed , pe r i shed from being the 
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hea r t of the world, and became a vortex of broken 
pass ions , l u s t s , hopes, f e a r s , and ho r ro r s . The 
i n t e g r i t y of ixmdcai col lapsed and the genuine 
--ebaseraent began • The wel-bred, r e a l l y cu l tu red 
c l a s se s were on chs whole passive r e s i s t e r s . They 
shirked t n e i r duty. I t i s the business of people who 
r e a l l y know b e t t e r t o f i gh t too th and n a i l t o keep 

15 
up a standard, to hold con t ro l of au thor i ty 

But the most f a i t h f u l and e f fec t ive p o r t r a i t or the age I s t o 
JDe fcuna In the following l i n e s s 

Things f a l l ^ a r t ; the cent re cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy i s loosed upon the world, 
The blood-diirmed t i d e I s loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony or the Innocence i s drawned; 
rhii bes t lack a l l convic t ion , while the worst 

1.6 
Are f u l l or pass ionate i n t e n s i t y . 

Consequent upon a l l these , the re i s a profcunc despair 

i n man. He f inds himself unfixed, n i s ncld on the universe 

beccmes in secu re , bmce has given him i n r i a i t e pc.ver for des­

t r u c t i o n and I t nas j^aen d i f f i c u l t for nim, without corre3t;onding 

n.oral or s p i r i t u a l equipinexit, t o curb n l s l u s t for wielding power. 

i>ince t he r e l i g i o u s atmosphere was t - t a l l y d is turbed, men and 

women busied themselves in the accumulation of worldly p l ea su re s . 

15. Kangaroo, quoted by G.H. Bantock, o£, c i t « , p . 18. 

16. w.B, Yeats , "The second Coming", quoted in the The New Cscford 
Book of English Verse, (chosen and ed i t ed by Helen Gardner} 
(OxforS" I Clarendon P res s , 1972), p . 820, 
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C h r i s t i a n i t y or the "Revealed Religicaa" was so l e ly confined to 

sooth© the Buffering of modern man with the Sunday s e r v i c e . I t was 

r a t i o n a l l y indefens ib le ; a sus ta in ing f a t i h had disappeared frcw 

e a r t h . i>uch Chris t ian concepts as Atonement, Heaven and Hel l were 

a l so shaken with the growth of l i b e r a l humanism. 

This was the time wnea E l i o t began co wr i t e poe t ry . But 

he n e i t h e r escaped nor did he f a l l back on aa outworro t r a d i t i o n . 

Rather having recourse to t he new psychology and anthropology of 

men l i k e Miss J e s s i e L, Weston and Frase r , he developed an in tanse ly 

s o c i a l outlook and perspec t ive . An American by b i r t h and t r a i n i n g , 

he was s u f f i c i e n t l y detached t o express the c i t y world of the l a t t e r 

day i n d u s t r i a l c i v i l i z a t i o n wxth i t s psychological u n c e r t a i n t i e s and 

s p i r i t u a l ennui . "The background t o E l i o t ' s e a r l y poetry i s a secular 
17 

temporal world in which r e l i g i o u s be l ie f has becctne impossible" , 

And the primary theme t h a t s t i r r e d E l i o t ' s poetry i n t o i n t e l l e c t u a l 

movement was the barrenness of men's contemporary e s t a t e or in one 

phrase "death in l i f e " . 

In 1928^ i i l io t dec lax ad himself t o be an Anglo-Catholic in 

r e l i g i o n . But n<& haa nesr&t given m\x acc»-unt of nig. r e l i g i o u s 

convers ion. He has beeti too ceser^cec and f astidicsus t o wear h is hea r t 

on h is s l e e v e . All the evidence ind ieares o slow r e a l i z a t i o n 

17. Stephtea Spender, s l i o t (Glasgow i Fcntana P res s , 1986), 
p . 14. 
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of the need for Chris t ian b e l i e f s , while h i s f a i t h seemed t o have 

c r y s t a l l i z e d in 1926, he f e l t t h a t the v i t a l i t y and experimental 

verve of che twenties was the l a s t kick of an old world dying on 
18 i t s fee t r a t h e r than the beginning of a fresh e ra . He r ea l i zed 

t h a t the re was a necess i ty for f a i t h , d i s c i p l i n e and r e - t h l n k l n g . 

He found t h a t " the Chr is t ian schaiie seemed the only p o s s i b l e scheme 

which found a place for values which i must maintain or pe r i sh (and 

b e l i e f comes f i r s t and p rac t i ce second), the be l i e f , fo r ins tance , 

in holy l i v i n g and holy dying, in s a n c t i t y , c h a s t i t y , humi l i ty , 

•usterl ty*"' ' . Here i t i s worthwhile t o p o i n t out t h a t with a l l such 

conversions t h e r e has to be an event or anything e l se however t r i v a l 

i n I t s e l f , wnlch gives the f i n a l turn of the key. In E l i o t ' s case, 

I t "was h i s readiny of Bertrand Russe l ' s A .b'ree Kan's worship 

which as the pur^ milk of humanism so r evo l t ed him tha t he took 
20 

the opposite d i r ec t ion with a l a c r i t y " • Besides, the influence of 

h i s I r i s h Roman Catholic nurse should be taken i n to cons idera t ion 

i n t h i s per iod of his l i f e . 

Sin i s an i n t e g r a l par t of human e x i s t e n c e . I t i s Original 

S in , the he r i t age or manklnc. I t i s apparent tha t be l i e f in 

Original Sin, and m man's i n a b i l i t y to p e r f e c t himself, those 

b e l i e f s t h a t had corroded h i s humanism, now became the s t a r t i n g 

18, The C r i t e r i o n , Last words, J a n . , 1939, p . 271. 
19, " C h r i s t i a n i t y and Communism" in The L l s tne r , March 16, 1932, 
20, H.M, Williams, The waste Land and o the r poems (Calcut ta i K, L. 

Mukhopadhyay, 1965J, p . 23 . 
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poin t ox h i s re l ig ious t a i t h . I t i s a lso obvious t h a t there i s 

a s t rong connection between h i s choice of >\nglo Cathol ic r e l ig ion 

and h i s declared ciasjjicisrri in l i t e r a t u r e and ro> alism in p o l i t i c s . 

All tliree systems *rere oased on cxathorlty, dogma, discipline" ând 

a cegree of r i t u a l or formalism. Hit, r e l ig ion was to be r i t u a l i s t i c 

and Ca tho l i c , his p o l i t i c s was to be anti-deiiiocratic and based en 

respec t for heredi tary p r inc ip l e s and r i t u a l s (Kingsliipj, and h ie 

l i t e r a r y cannons were to be those of Lryden, pope and Dr. Johnsc-n 

r a the r then ti.ose of ..crdswortn ana i .helley, v/ith enphas is , in 

other woras, on reason, the universa l and Zme impersonal , 

I t i s t rue t h a t i:.liot had oeen always r e l i g i o u s , if fac t , 

tiie word " r e l ig ious" .rdyht have sufficed t o descr ioe h i s a t t l t u o e 

i t he had been l iv ing in the t n i r t e e n t h century i^urope when 

C h r i s t i a n i t y meant t-he acceptance at a s e t of coctrxnes doc;mati~ 

c a l l y t augh t by a church which represented Gtxi on e a r t n . but in 

the modern century " r e l i g i o u s " i s Irkexy co be used t c deiicribe 

more an a tc i tuoe or emotion than the accei tance of a body of 

d o c t r i n e s , i t explains why i - l io t declared himself as an ?jnglo-

Cathol ic in r e l i g ion many y' ,ars af ter tiis adolescence. He came 

of a Dnitarieaa family. To him, " r e l ig ion meant the submicsicxi of 
22 

the ind iv idua l co tiie idea of the absolute inposed as dogma" 

2 1 , Idem. 

22. Stephen t.penaer, op. c i t . , p . 14, 
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i>Jsturally, in h i s e n t i r e work there i s the searci. for tha merging 

of ind iv idua l consciousness witi:iin some wiaer c±>jectlve t r u t h -

e t t i r s t the t r a d i t i o n , next trie idea o£ superna tura l , and f inal_y 

the coginas of the Catholic Church. 

T. is, ii,llot was i n t e l l e c t u a l l y at erected to Rcxnan and 

Anglican Cathol ic theology. But "tne whole bent of h i s r e l i g i o n 

was towards mysticism — a phenomenon contr.on to Catholicism, 
23 P ro te s t an t i sm, and Indian re l iglcais alilce" , A mystic seeks 

d i r e c t i l lumina t ion froni union with Goc through p e r s i s t e n t and 

often pa in fu l r e l ig ious e x e r c i s e s , i i l i o t was l a rge ly i n t e r e s t e d 

in the mys'tlcs of the ear ly Chr i s t i an Church, the Desert Mystics 

and in the mystics of the Medieval Church including Jialian of 

Norwich and the anonymous author of The Cloud of unknowing. 

Moreover, he was i n t e r e s t e d i n another myst ic , S t . John of the 

Gross. All these mystics used s t r i k i n g l y s imi l a r language t o 

express t h e i r mystical exper iences , a l l speaking of a "negative 

way** of approaching God. I t meant r e j e c t i o n of everything which 

was not God, a dark n ight of t h e soul - a time ot deso la t ion -

followed by the climax of t h e unspeakable rap ture of un i ty with 

God. 

Rel igion has been the nucleus of L l i o t ' s work in general 

and h i s poe t ry in p a r t i c u l a r . I t runs througnout h i s poetry fron; 

the beginning t o the end. Stephen Spender has j u s t l y observedi 

23. H.M. Wllllatns, og. c i t . , p . 25. 
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«»«• E l i o t ' s p o e t r y i s txie s p i r i t u a l r e co rd of a 
p o e t who p rog re s sed f r c a an i r o n i c a l l y viewed 
i n d i v i a u a l i s t a t t i t u o e of a e s t h e t i c i s r o , t h rough the 
d e s p a i r of r e a l i z i n g t h a t modem man i s t o t a l l y 
cond i t i oned by the breaX aown of v a l u e s i n t h e s o c i e t y 
i n which he l i v e s , t o the i d e a of t h e c i t y which i s 
n o t of t h i s world b u t of God t an i d e a f o r which he 
found conf i rma t ion i n t h e Confes s ions of S t . Augus t ine 

24 and i n The Divine Comedy, 

R e l i g i o n i s , in f a c t , t h e connec t ing l i n k between ti^e e a r l y 

phase and t h e l a t e r phase of E l i o t ' s p o e t r y . While h i s approach 

t o r e l i g i o n i s n e g a t i v e i n h i s e a r l y p o e t r y , i t g r a d u a l l y becomes 

p o s i t i v e i n the l a t e r p o e t r y . 

E l i o t ' £ poems w r i t t e n in h i s e a r l y you th r e f l e c t the 

r e l i g i o u s ben t of h i s mind, in p r u f r o c k and Other Cbservaticgas 

(1917 J, h i s apt/roach t o zrei igion i s t h a t ot a s a t i r i s t ? t h e e v i l s 

cf p r e occ tip a t ion wi th t h e m a t e r i a l ana t h e w o r l d l y , t o t h e 

v-xxclusion of tr>e s p i r i t u a l , are exposed and r i d i c u l t e d . The 

S a t i r e ana ccorn In t h e s e e a r l y poems a a d i c a t e h i s contempt f o r 

t h e s e c u l a r l i f e and a l e a n i n g towards t h e r e l i g i o u s l i f e . His 

second volume e n t i t l e d Poems (1920) c o n t a i n s some C h r i s t i a n poems. 

" G e r o n t i c n " , t h e most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e poem of t h i s volume, d e p i c t s 

t h e c a u s e s of oecay and c o r r u p t i o n which , accord ing t o t h e p o e t , 

24, Og. c i t , , p , 16, 
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are iGi^s ot Christ ian f a i tn and moral va lues , the v/rcng assumption 

of h i s t o r y , the d i s t o r t i c n of values, the e v i l s of ra t iona l i sm, 

tiie crying of s p i r i t u a l resources , the f u t i l i t y of a r t i f i c i a l 

stiiviuiants l ike wine and sex and the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of decay and 

aea th . The Weste Land (1922) i s a composite p i c tu re of a l l those 

other poems put together . Here tlrie poet t r aces the - i i L t i n &nc 

degeneratipn o± contemporary w^estern c i v i l i z a t i o n t o s p i r i t u a l 

s t e r i l i t y and decay, and upholas the message of Lord Buddha and 

the upanishads as a remedy for i t s i l l s . I t has been J u s t l y s t a t ed 

t h a t " the re i s the rumble of d i s t a n t thunder and the h i n t of ra in 

and renewal and redemption a t the end </"of the poemJ7, so tha t 

one i s l e f t with the hope t h a t the parched lands of the Fisher 

King and the Saharas of the human soul and hea r t w i l l soon be 
25 quickened i n t o new l i f e by t h e downpour from Above" • 

The poet gradually chances h i s mode of t r e a t i n g re l ig ion 

in the subsequent, poems. "The Hollow Men" (1925) i s a meditation 

on the sub jec t of human na ture in t h i s world and on the r e l a t i o n ­

ship of t h i s world to another, the world of death or e t e r n i t y , in 

t h i s poem tne hollow men have become aware of t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 

emptiness, and siich awareness Is t he notable s t ep towards s p i r i t u a l 

re—birth. The Aerie1 Poema presents a s i g n i f i c a n t aevelopment in 

t h i s r e s p e c t . "Journey or the Magi" (1927) and "A song for Simeon" 

25, K.fi,S. Iyengar, 0£. c i t . , p . 621. 
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(1928J dramatical ly deal with the r e l i g i o u s ti-seme, the premise 

of s a l v a t i o n . The l i t u r a g i c a l note c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o£ "Ash-

Wednesday appears at tne end of "Animula" (1:^29) and "Marina" 

(1930) i s the t r iunpna l r e a l i z a t i o n of joy in tne human r e l a t i o a -

sn ip . The cnaoged manner beccmes e x p l i c i t in ASn-wednesday (1930J, 

a poem of repentance and renuncia t ion , i t s var ious sec t ions are 

a r i t u a l i s t i c chanting working through the personal des i r e for 

obl iv ion towards sume un ive r sa l statement of t h e meaning of death 

in l i f e , and l i f e in deatn. The poem never acnieves ecs tasy of 

t h a t type of rayBticism which f rees one, mcwnentarily, trcan the 

awareness of anything e l se but the Vis ion. "Marina" and Ash~ 

aednesday were composed in the same year and i t should oe noted 

t h a t "Marina" i s the br idge between Ash-ttfednesday and i:'our guar te t s . 

The e n t i r e "poem ^ H a r i n a J 7 i s pene t ra ted with the Chr i s t i an 

hope, tne fu l f i lmtn t of the promise 'Behold i make c-11 things 

new* * . 

•c our j u a r t e t s , the most mature worK of tne poet , endeavours 

t o p r e s e n t a f l e e t i ng gilxipse of h i s v i s ion of the e t e r n a l t rut i i 

and t o communicate p o e t i c a l l y man's s p i r i t u a l quest for tne r e a l i ­

za t ion or t n i s t r u t h , AS i i l i o t himself puts i t t 

26, Helen oar oner, ihe Art of T,;^, i:.liot:, (Lonconx Faoer and 
Faber, 1968, r p t . 1972), p . 126. 
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Men's cu r io s i t y and searches pas t and future 
And c l ings t o t h a t dinension. But t o apprehend 
ihe Point of i n t e r sec t ion ox the tirrieless 

27 
y^ith t ime, i s an occupation for the s a in t , 

To understand t h i s e t e r n a l t r u t h t h a t "trie point of intersec-^lcn 

ci the t imeless with time" ^ s , no doubt, the chief pre-occupation 

ror the s a i n t s . This s p i r i t u a l explora t ion in to time and e t e r n i t y 

i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t ox the quest ionings o± the i n t e l l e c t u a l soul 

in i t s a t t enp t towards the rec^lization of the Unknown. Thus FoTor 

wuartets becomes die most r e l i g i o u s and phi losophica l aci.ievement 

of i i l i o t . If The .^53te Land i s i i l i s t ' s inferno, Ash«-.jednesday 

may oe j u s t l y ca l l ed h i s j ^ r g a t o r i o and Four wuartets h i s 

r 'araaisQ. 

The s p i r i t of r e l i g ion i s found in E l i o t ' s p l a y s , t oo . 

His f i r s t play The Rock (1934J aeals witr. the theme of r e l ig ion 

and s o c i e t y . Murder in the Cathedral (1935) deals witn tne 

Martyrdom of Thcma Becket; i t i s a study of the s ign i f i cance of 

martyrdom. The Family Reunion (1939) i s a play about the hero ' s 

discovery of n i s r e l i g ious vocation -:s the r e s u l t of h i s sense 

of g u i l t and c o n t r i t i o n about the death or h i s wife, wnom he 

be l i eves himself t o nave pushed overuuaxd from a J ine r in mid-

A t l a n t i c . The Cocktai l Party (1950) p re sen t s tne hoi-ror of lone­

l i n e s s and meaningiessness or l i f e without mutual unaerstancdnv^ 

on the one hand, and, on the o ther , repentance ana atonement, 

• - c ' - 1 3 0 . ; ^c-rc in - r c o i n 
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through which bel ief in Chr i s t ian love within marriage and 

s a i n t l y martyrdom i s affirmed. In The conf iden t i a l Clerk (1954), 

Sgyerson, the r e t i r i n g c l e rk who i s devoted t o h i s "garden" i s 

a t rue Chr i s t i an \ ^o can min i s t e r t o the needs of the s p i r i t u a l l y 

e l e c t Colby and help him make a s t a r t for an honest r e l i g i o u s 

c a r e e r . His l a s t play. The Eloer Statesman (1959) dep ic t s the 

p i c t u r e of Lord Claver ton ' s progress towards sa lva t ion through 

recognitic«i of h is s in and confession of the aark s e c r e t s t o h i s 

angelic daughter Monica. I t seems t h a t th ree experiments in E l i o t ' s 

dramas are c lose ly r e l a t e d t o tn t th ree s t ages in h i s poe t ic and 

r e l i g i o u s development 

I t i s now worthwhile to s t a t e t n a t the present t h e s i s 

coirprises nine ch p t e r s inclnolng t h i s introductioai and the con­

c l u s i o n . The second and the t h i r d chapters are devoted t o the 

backyround of E l i o t ' s r e l i g i o u s taouyhts anc the study of h i s 

prose works from the r e l i g i o u s point of view r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 

fovirth, che f i f t h ana t n e s ix th chapters p resen t the c e n t r a l p a r t 

of the thesis^, .̂ n.lcri involves the stua> of j^^liot's poetry from the 

r e l i g i o u s s tanapoint unoei the heading "The Boredcm'*, "Thie Horror" 

and "The Glory" r e s p e c t i v e l y , i;,ince i ^ i io t ' s orarnas form an i n t e g r a l 

p a r t of h i s poetry, the seventh chapter has been devoted t o the 

study of h i s dramatic works frun tkA same s tandpoin t . The eighth 

chapte r i s exc lus ive ly on h i s use of r e l i g i o u s images and syirfcols 

in h i s poe t ry . And ti:»e f i n a l chapter focuses the reacers* a t t en t ion 

on the conclusion of the t h e s i s . 

28, Helen Gardner, The Art of T. 6. £;liot , c^. c j t . , o. 


