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Glossary 

 

Adalat Court. 

Ahilkar The title of the Chief Native Judge vested with the power of 

both Criminal and Civil. 

Anna One-sixteenth part of a rupee. 

Babu A disparaging colonial term for educated Bengalees. 

Bandikhana House of confinement, little ‘house of imprisonment’. 

Bhadralpk Bengali gentlemen, belonging to upper caste. 

Chabutra-i-Kotwali Temporary police lock-up. 

Chaukidari System of village watch and ward. 

Cutchery A court of law; a zamindar’s court or office. 

Dacoity/Daikaiti  Gang robbery 

Dal Faction. 

Daroga Local police officer. 

Darogah A police superintendent under the late Regulations of the 

East India Company, who has a limited local jurisdiction, is 

subordinate to the magistrate of a district, and has under him 

an establishment of village policemen.  

Diwani or Dewanny The authority or jurisdiction of the Fiscal Department, who 

was a head of the provincial revenue department. By the 

Diwani title, the East India Company became the receiver-

general or authority of Revenue of Bengal Subah or 

Province. 
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Duffadar Gourd or public servant. 

Durbar Royal Court. 

Durree Woven mat made of coarse cotton/jute. 

Faujdar  A term of Pre-Mughal origins. Under the Mughal’s it was an 

office that combined the functions of a military commander 

along with judicial and land revenue functions. 

Hajat Lock-up or prison. 

Havildar Policeman. 

Hawalat Lock-up or prison. 

Jail Khata Kaidi Convicted Prisoners. 

Jemadar Police or Jail Subordinate. 

Kaid Khallassee A released convict. 

Kanji Boiled rice churned in water. 

Kolu Oil presser, indigenous technique. 

Kotwal    Mughal police official in charge of an urban centre. 

Maulvis and Pandits The native assessors who were skilled in Islamic and Hindu 

law respectively. 

Methar Sweeper. 

Mofussil The subordinate divisions of a district; the country opposed 

to the town.  

Mohurir Clerk who assisted the Darogah; part of the regulation police 

of the Company.  

Mufti Muslim learned person, expert in religious laws. 

Mussalman   Muslim. 

Naib Nazim   The Deputy Officers-in-Charge of Criminal Administration. 
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Naib A Deputy. 

Nawab The title was ratified and bestowed by the reigning Mughal 

Emperor to semi-autonomous Muslim Rulers or governors 

of Subdivisions or Provinces in the Indian Subcontinent 

loyal to the Mughal Emperor. 

Nizamat Administration of police and criminal law. 

Panchayat   Village council of representatives.  

Panchayat Administrative body at village level. 

Pugree    Turban.  

Qazi    The Judge of Canon Law. 

Raj Rule. 

Raja Autonomous Ruler. 

Ryot    Peasant, subject; tenant of house or lands.  

Sadar Diwani Adalat  The High Court with the powers of Civil and Revenue 

Jurisdiction. 

Sadar Nizamat Adalat The High Court for Criminal Jurisdiction. 

Sahib Indian term for the European. 

Samiti Association. 

Sanad Documents outlining the terms of a grant of land was made 

to a zamindar. 

Sangha Organization. 

Seer A measure of weight, approximately 900 grams, 40 seers 

make 1 maund. 

Sepoy Indian solder in the British army, originating from the 

Indian word sipahi. 
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Shastra Hindu religion texts. 

Soorkee Red oxide. 

Subha Mughal Province. 

Tehsildar Subordinate police officer.  

Thana A police jurisdiction subordinate to district superintendent; 

area surrounding the police station.  

Zamindar A local landlord. 

Zamindari Landed estate or revenue settlement or mode of assessment 

in vogue in Bengal Presidency in the nineteenth century. 

Zilla Administrative District. 
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