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of Malda, which with that of Dinajpur forms the western portion of the Rajshahi Division of
Bengal, lies between 24930" and 25°32730 north latitude and 87°48” and 88°33°30” east
longitude. It extends over 1,899 squere miles and is bounded on the north by the Purnea and
Dinajpur District, on the east by Dinajpur and Rajshahi, on the south by Murshidabad and on
the west by Murshidabad, the Sonthal Parganas and Purnea ® 1123 ‘District Census Handbook,
1961’ @7 f=arel 7172 ‘Latitude North 25032708 N, South 24°40'20° N, longitude East 88028’10
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25932708 and 24°407207 in the northern hemisphere, and is situated entirely to the north of the
tropic of cancer. The eastern most extremity of thé district is marked by 889287107 of langitude
and its western most extremity by 87045/502to lougitude. The area of the districtaccording to
the Surveyor-General of India is 1436 square miles.*”
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latitude from 25“32/08”2:0 2448720 in the north and at the longitude from 88°2807 to 87°4550
inthe east. Thé district covers on area of 3773 84. Kms.”™
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roughly devides t'he‘ district into two equal parts, éorresponding by local tradition to the old
bbundary line of the Rarh and Barendra. To this day the country of the east of the Mahananda
is called the barind'. Its chéracterisﬁc feature is the relativety high land of the red clay soil of the
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the Kalindri river flowing west and east from the Gangas. North of the Kalindri the distinguishing
natural feature is the tal land, the name applied to the land which floods deeply as the rivers
riée, rand'drains by meandaring streams into swamps or into the Kalindri. There are extensive

tracts of this land covered, where not cultivated with tall grass in Ratua and Tulsihata thanas.>*
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in the bed of the Ganges by its even charging curfents and known as the diara.™
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time, itwas a part of the kingdom of Paundrabardhana ruled by Paundra, the youngest son of
king Bali. The area was an important unit of administration of the Gupta Empire during the
reign of emperor Samudra Gupta. Dharmaditya was an independent king of this area in 3rd
century. A.D. In 5th century. A.D. Ishan Barma, the king of Magadha attacked this area and
ruled over there for a considerable period of time. During the rule of Sasanka the area was
called "Gaur" and during this reign the kingdom was independent and powerful in the Eastern
region of the country. He changed the name of 'Pundra Bardhan' into 'Gour' and established
his owrn kingdorm. In 600 A.D. Gopaldev became the king of Gour and he made the kingdom of
Gour a powerful one with the capital at Gour town, 16 miles north east at Maldah Town. in the
7th century, duri ing the rule of paia kings like Dharmapala and Devpala, the kingdon of Gour
?Ea:msg?wd as a great power of Bengal. More over, during the rule of Ballal Sen of the Sen
- Dynastyin12th century and '%3th century Gour as a state became’véfy powerfui inthe country.
But unfortunately, during the reign of km éa&shman Sen, the rule of Hindu kings in the History
of Bengalcame to an end. After the advent of the Muslim period in Bengal, llias shaw ?oumdeo

a powertul kingdom of Gour. Sultans like Nasiruddin and Hasan Shaw (1493-94) consolidated

and a;;@:}gﬁ%‘mn@a:“é the different parts of ﬁeﬂgaé from the twin cities of Gour and Pandua
' "'E”%?a kingdom of Gour became an important centre of trade during the Medieval period of
s‘;izsm of Bengal Dunng 1676, the Dutch builta kuthi m Maidah town for tradtﬁg purpose.”
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