CHAPTAR SIX

nBSKAR®S o IT HUMOUR AND I2MY

A study of Arnold vosker will surely vemain itnoomplote
1f we A0 not take acoouat of his huanur, It 1e quite antuwral that
Jemier, whe sees 1ife widely as well as nisely, oan love and
1augh at the sang time, =hichever politica) oommitment he may
hyo, he 18 in a position t0 reodmise bnth human greatness and

human imperfestion,
1is plays, stherefore, ure a fine displey not only of mirth,

slmasure and merrinent, but of clever and guiok wit and bright
hwnour, o8 can Aisoover innecent plensure in his works for hw
i8 an artist without being a bore, 4o oboorve that asome of his
plays boar the stamp of satirs or pathom, Hosever, ia the world
nf change nudt ohalleonge he does not forget to treat penvle and
their behaviour within their Matorical contoxt without oonoceal-
ing his oompassion end his sosial involvesenti nevertiwless he
e the broadness of aind 1o favour the Jjuxtaposition of the
0"mio and the merious or to interpsnetrate tragedy with comedy
nnA anmedy with the earnsetnoss of tmgedy. ~esker studies huymsn
11 fe not only «ith reference t0 Seriowsness bBut with reference
10 1ts 14 Mter vein, «o s ill, therefore, try to discover how far
-a8kor sxervisas s oompelling nower aver wit whioh is primarily

a miter of sonse aud unierstanding, and humour, whloch 18 according
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to George Kliot), 's mtter of thinking in jeet' but 'feeling in

eament’,
rior to the proper study of desker we ars to sake a

A1stinotive atudy of wit nod humnur, It ie quite 44ffimmlt S0

AL Cforeutinte botween the two, for these two often tend t0 euorcash
upon eaoh other's tarritory. ~s bosh of then often iataIwest one
aunther or as bosh of them may causs langhter, 1t ia aot s0 sy
to Aiflerantinte between them in a omvincing way. Despite that we
l1tke £0 STy to 1denWify them, sit, whioh is derived from an old
“aglish word (‘witan® 2 to know), now suggeets tntellectusl
brilliance ant ingenuity and verbal deftness as is fond in the
eplerams, Or wit may be defined, acoording to a commentator, ae

a form of intellsotual guiokness, raillexy and -rem;m., likely
to be an ypper-class msuuwy of 4iscouree, likely to be mmma.
It may, however, be defined as ‘the arnour of wisdom® ar an ‘the
dsncnetmtion of verbal onu"l it oy, movording to the sane
oomrentatory, depénd on *a skilful use of the inaidental properties
nf words and syntax asd reveals ite hidden implicatiom sutdenly'®,
whareas hunowr 18 a kind of higher compladenoy and relies very
largely on siwations laughable in themmalves or on s purely plegy~
ful use of Immy‘. Those observations load w to canoluwde that
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wit ie, 1in gmdral. used in contwmdAlstinotion to humonr, e Xnbw
thnt dnth wit sad hosour may dwell on incongruities or abtmormnli-
ties, But while tho former, that is wit, chiefly oonaiste of an
'intelleatual triusph' or ‘worbal fencing', the latter tends to
pafa from ‘the outer surfags to the ianer 4epth', While the
funotion of wit is 10 aliennte ome poreon from audther, the fumoe-
tian of hwummgr 18 tolerant and participatiag. If «it i@ ¢0 maln-
tain an intellaotual Alstuncin: or prefere in nlay with words or
are ferably evelnps startling contraste, huiour, aconrding to a
aritia, iL.volves a ayapathetio recoguitian of humauiy wnd itwe
iuanngrzdtlﬂa?. ity therefors, has a sense of dstaochmeant, wheress
nusour akos grent care to attach and it basioally depends upon
insi;sht and sympathy. =hile wit appeales to head, huascur appoals
ta honrt, If wit cares to aflord an intelleotual plsasure, humour
is orone to sentiment and intimacy. hore is agnin a furthar
qatinguising faotor between humour and wit. if wit is the
dazzsling rey that is skin-deep, statie aad purely ephsmernl,
mmonr mdiates a ray of hops and puridosefulness Ariving away “he
age=-01d4 bdut fnert inagudlities and inomsistencien of 1ife. #hile
wit Aifferentiantes Jaok Lfrom John, hunour, which ie esventially
waane in natuve, helps t» Almcover affinity between Jack and
John,

?. He shaw 3




g genlus of senkor Aoes not abeolutely lie in ereating
humorons sitantions or dAslineating the 14icsynorasies of chmracters
only, a® harles Nokens 444 in his novels, or in mystifying the
samtizents oaly or soametimss lasing nimself in fantasy as Sharles
Tamb 418 in his *; '] while the umour in sithor of the twe
is wonienad by their inftividual imhibitions, that of .eaker risss
abova perenna)l inhiditions snad has mostly beoome univarsal. Both
*amd and dokens, who were osaegiutially romautio at heart though
in a A iferent way, ridionled the absurdities and contradiotions
nf their resvcetive ages huaorously. Their works are sulfused with
the olmments of oxaggeration, gross oariontures, the riot of
abeurdicies, 1ittle drops of symnathien and even the mild canti~
aation of viges, btnt it 18 interesting Ut note that Tamk ard
‘1ockens uniike esker take l1ife and sooliety from the oonvent!i onal
or intividual point of view., They know that the cmtradictions
are tho root aause of hmour, hut they unlike -aeskeyr 40 nog
realise that the contradiotions are mainly dne %o noolo-econonie
tnogunlity. I we otrip this inoyunlity, thore 1o little of humour,
This $naunlity, whioh 48 methor counived at by lamb or ‘dokens,
i8 3iven due ftuportance in woaker’'s plays though the hgmour of
Tamb, dokoens and «enier is gomsnonly an outonme of thoir pemeonal
exsoriences. amd, who loved to chew the oud of a Lyione visliom,
had to ereats humnur in order to shut out parsonal tragedy’
“iokens, who was in fav e of preserving t'w frame of the asocial
imperf{aations or faequalitiasn, delighted z2are in uprorious fwm
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ant quiok sensibility whiah 3ight result in social reforms and at
the same time save the politieal structure Lrom wreok.

Dyt woeskar has reaourse 0 humour wth a purposeful
doterminnt! on., ‘e thing should be mentioned herej whils humour,
to Tawb, was a node of feeling, derived mainly from porsonal
inhibition, that of Diokens moetly drums up shwer fun and (rolie
nften 'reaapturing the lmpression of childhood 'a. o both Tamd
nnd TMaokens hunour wans A ohildlike or pwrile affatr vhere sqotions
aluays intruade, wvhereas haaour t0 sesker whae au adilt affair or
an no%ivity which would have ainosd, agscordin: t0 .ismand rremd
ofs 1o *mud’s artiole "Jokes nndl cheir Helation Lo the
Gnomsolious'’ vill, oo Hogartn, -oalaa, 230U, ne J6), 4t deriviayg
Hlosaure fra atal proossses, whethor intelleatual or Gthamilog.
Yot shame ie a comon Jeouad 98 whioh they nset tnuther, Jhis i
ol wormth and insi ht, 511 of thoe have injoeted wnrmth inte
hgwour which, 88 a result, beonmes much nmore homely, wesondly,
10' hay
be 0allnd A humorous realism which 1a toloruat and affeotiomte
dealing nowtly with the omdinary life of their age.

thay have reansted Lo what, noeording to J, s ~rieetley

8. J. Be Uriestley s iuz)liph Humour, »p. 910
P  soglish Litemituyre in Sransition (1860«1980; Vol. 21
° Noe 2, W. 128 ’ ’

10, °rientley : pxlish Husour, on. oit, ne 10
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If we make a deeper atuly of eskaer's worcs we bDeoms very
mach aware nf humour in them, He, who is nover a shallow frivolous
man, reviews 11fe not in the super-strusture anly, but in 1:s
Asuper struoture. His businose is not to annlenn agybody nor are
thare grins of Aerision, e sses things not as isnlated, staticg,
npe-nided nnd fmmutable, dbut he stutes thinze in their relatiom
aith other things. bat is wiy the niotures he presents before us
are, in Janoral, devoid of mere sentincnt. .8 a roaliss he oan
vignlise tint hyaour is essentially lying in the relations between
tne Ayiag 8ide wsad the devaloping side oo the sooiety. ihe
11lustration say be found in his play -~ 'iha sltehen' . 1ke an
objoctive artist hy draae pordraits of either alde 4i:ich is in
o liet with the othar. Jasker cun oreate an sans_a,, ime«uaj +hore
Jo%or, who embodias the Adeve! onlng side, dures coafront lamngo,
the deoaving side, It e iarango whe e saough eomdlaccuqy to
sontinue to be Lthe meter of the kitochen. ‘e mse 1e% 20 even the
aharres of his porennal 142a and has locked himself in, mly in the
hone 6f remaining the Bole mastar of the kitochen here his autho-
™ity, ha hones, oan never bo oallad in questione sut his perfeot
120) fenomoomre 18 really ne~turbed ghen wter nt the endl of Part
‘w0 o tho Dley breaks the zus load and atops the kitchea Lrom
Tunot’ mdinge In this »lay 1t is retor who wiih benduged wounde
stands anonrently triwmphnnt and daraago, who ou ht t0 have
puainhed 'the oulnrit'y stands dlsconcertadly defeated, larnnge
frets and fumoe
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yoa have stopped ty whole world, M4 yom
get peralssion lrom dod? Uld you? 11

15t%a> on he ratils e

<y 4000 everybody sabotage me, Jrauk? 1 give work,

1 pay well, yes? They sat whut they want doa's

they? 1 don't know what more t0 give a man. He

«oTkS, he sats, 1 Zive hin nopngy. Thisx is liife,

isn'ts 437 I haven't mande a mistake, have IV

I 1ive in the right world, dom't 17 18

Horue it seoms that the wsual order of thins» 1is iaverted,

It is ‘larango who apmares te defend himsel)i rathor than offendiag
Feter, Wrangr, the explayer, makes sthis spiusode reslily & #pecimen
of hgnour, He amike ‘eter, theo #:1dlared, shethor he e jparmission
from G0# £0 destrw his kitehen as 1r 'w Rinaell 4id ;mt perniesion
Mrom 04 to organise a kitchon whore a A like Yeter Oasnot even
Avanm, @6 ONANGY but resict a 391ls uhoen we recd tho above
i1'gscratinng of hie Malogue. :t 18 ‘amugo aho «1ioite lawshier
in 98. syt 18 huamour of the a&ituntion hne iven suoh an efleot
that @ lanth 20re with ran:o than at hine LS humnoyr i8, g¢cord-
g to n cmn‘mtm'l '5. symmnathotlo and andsorutandlis, here is a
fiae exux ple. 'he audience kaows shat at a cert:aian stuge of dsvelop~
monts Capital, whioch is, turing the twealleth century, in head-on

aollimion with Tabour, bdriage forth the mitueriul agenoles Pr ite

WA A

11, Zhe Kitohegs Part Two
12, Inig.
vol. 14, P 364
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own dsatruction, ‘Mmraago may £oolishly beliave that he lives &n
'the risht world® without gcommitting any miotake, but others are
sure to enjay his sad pli;ht when they realize that life in ‘the
Might world' does not nooessarily oongist in ‘esnting' and
‘oaraing woney' only ut is someting more than thnt, ‘‘areango mey
take pride in offering food and jobe for tha omployees of hie
gitohon thouih they may de Aisinolined to live there like slaves,
~hat they sybstantially waat is to nroossd whereas Lranso wants
gon~intervention in the atatus ,ud, iarango may ofiatend that his
ki ohen cnu Keep on repoatin iteelf as the kind of thing that
cannn’ ohange iavo mything dilferent. +® he 1 40t aware of the
atartin; of the onntradiction famide the ‘kitchen' he oan weither
21000t aor dilferentists ‘ater Lfrom the other euplayces. it is
2e%er who Knows that time 18 ripe o sxilode the ‘kitohen', but
the irony is that ‘famngo 40es ot kpow 1t at all or ho d0ee pot
like to knnw, Here Y408 the mastery. hus the reversal of expeota-
tion reveals a senne of humour,

“he snisode of darango may oloealy be bwnd up with what i
menemlly known a® 'a omigue de situation® or as 'a ocomigue e
caracters’, Hesides this, thare are, in «osker's nlays the manners
whioch are, however, oxpressed through the medium of the situation
and of the words, Tho maumrs of ire, srysat in ‘10088’ derive
not from her oum oharaoter, nor frnm $the author's own experience
oaly, but Lrom tho soodety in which she 18 brought up. -he may de
hnilad by hor own son frank a8 "the fomnle head of the mighty
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Hryant olan”, but the irogy is that she fnlls to see anyihing
ga0d in Jeatie, her daughier, who, for the first time in the
history of she family, briage the message of a aow age, »hen
Beatie JAryant tries to ianduos the mesbere of her faally to osulti-
vate love £or art aid culture, it 1s v udryunt who is not yet in
a position to smoupe from the spirit of ‘vestizinl feudal values®
whlioh are, dus to the impauot of oanitalistic growth, crumbling,
Hrs Hdyyant oan moke a fuss of Ltan danng but she is not a MY
ashuned of ‘turning the squiy off' on hearing wndelesohn’s
Pourth Symphong on the mdlie, she is in the incorriglole habit
of awitonin; off the rado just after the head linus, Horeover,
2he nover Loeds =ood booke in her house to read at leoast 1o pose
am a patron of oculiture, Heatie oannot byt noouse her of, NArrow.
nosn of outlook sad oulture 3

404 4in hoavea Hnther, you live i the oouwtry bdbut

VR 20t NO e N0 .. 10 B joBty. YOou Bpond your time

snong geen fields. You grow flowerw and yo’.hmth

fresh aly and yor 0% L0 majesty. Iour aind
sluttered wp with nothing ag:! you shautout the world,.ldé

a8 oannot, however, but ocheok our snile at the following reply
oL i ITYRRE e

“I fed you s 1 slothod you. I took you out to the
sea, shnt more 4'you sant, #8're only oountry
falk you kmow, 18
re Byyant, although ot a fool, has anmething ludliorous about herj

an® this, af onurss, is definitely dus to her mechanical manners,

id. m. IT, 41
1. Ind.



Being an ancultured woman she 0LLnot Mee auyiiing 004 in she
neavwer age. 10 her, the world is, therefore, made 0f watertight
compartmonts having no thoroughfarw, :ihs hao almoat the <iplingite
telisf that “apple Aon't fM)) fay from ths tree*, Thus, she appears
40 e an AT AL af well an a ludiorosgs persc n o8 ohe besomoR a
mohine., Thut she heommes n mahine s Aue woYe to her surroudings
than %0 her own feelinge and sannere, However, iesker ieo here
astither aggressive nor deriaive, ashat wve notiee in him is the
play fulness in the Asnlietion of an $:noraant and an innocent woasn
n? the emmtryside, |

here 1e another eplnode whore 'irw Bryantl amuses us, She
s 1o wnowled;ze of elther anatowy or nhysiology, sod like an
anothesary, may thump #ith her fists nud spwer nt the ecloncos,
#hen ahe makos othere believe that umwasinoss betweean tiw shoulder
bladue 15 dus L0 severe indigeation that goes right thrnugh the
atommoh 0 the back, o may lsugh like isatie Brysat at euch a
sheer axanple of ignorance, but this ignomance 18 nothing: but a
cOoMI08 Superstition that mey be stil)l rife in the gountzy, Beatie
may brand lfmammq a8 the major enesy of people of her clasw, bdut
we are sure 4o bhe amused at such an instanse of ignomanne, Here
#oaker, the hmrlat, sooms to remain adopt at keepins a etmaight
face while poiking fun at people and he is believed t0 be o follower
of Chauoer in this respeot,

ometimes the somio spirit finde g tyniondl example in the
fo0llowin ; Alalogue between Leatie and others,
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Beatle 1 1 oma’t Hother, you've right . the
apole don's 231 ar from the tree
40 1t7? Yrm're ﬂa\t' I*m like yOu.
3tubbd orpty, wi’ no tools for
lavin', : a0 roote in acthing.
I come from a family o' Inrm labouwrere
yot I ent &0 no roots ... Just like
town pOOPle e

Jranik 1 4o0t8, am)l ¥ +shat 4o you mean, roots 7

seatie 1 Hoots, roots, roots ] Jhries, Jrankie,
you're in the field al) day, yom
should EZnos abdout pgrowiug viingl.
Roots ¢ The things yoq come from, iLhe
thinge that fesd you. Zho things th
M yor proud of yoursoll w. TOOLH

irs Axyamtsyoun 2ot a fanily eat you?

Ientie i1 am not talking about farlly roots
I AGER v 310 . I MOGR o

Jinmmy t7hat is she on shous?

Hontle @ I'm telling you simt wo don’t «now
what we are or vwham we cwme from, I'n
telling you smmathing's cut us aof? fram
the deginning cee

e yandth hell, I had sacugh of WP - lot
her talk m while she'll soon get
fod
L he othure Jnlt?l.hw? A% the table and proceed so
eat aod murmue /

dentie 3 .eee0 U in hoaven, Honnle ! It doew
WO oo»

i surmur of the family sitting down O gat grows
ne Boatie's last ovy is heard,
imtover will 40 they will continum to live
as bafor ié

i6.

Inid. i1
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e nbave 1llustmtion 18 4ot ouly a fine exa.nle of Lrogy,
“1% or innwnio, dut also exslalns and intausifies the ridicul ous-
neas nf the situation, w charastar of beatie usryant gets adequate
rvelation here althougsh others lonk meher blurred, Jut iw whale
thing oesms lauzhable when we becoma consaious of the ridiculous
situation in whioh Boatie nNas fllen. iw intmduoction of 4 ew
idea in a oompagy of projuticed couniry folk oresates an inoonfruocus
APLO0t == lNOORAZPUOUS LR the sense that the narsone asnenbled
vozather 1a one dluce fall o nderetond noe anothor esnedislly
Gentie, Tho uasta, who hnva shiefly aoms to colebrate the cocasion
1in honeur 22 Saatie ou the ave of har nroposed engnge ont to
{aunte, hwr ﬂm. who pevar arrives, eat to their hearts'
ansant <i%hmt takias wuoh aotios of Sentle heruell, while ssatie,
Tor the Mret 4ime in heor 1ife, begins a nuw ohupter. lauota,rulty
is, of onurea, aevident betweea the somplete devotion to ithe food
an the part o the guemta and the appareut vathos af Jdeaiie, If
husour be "a wnion of unoonsoi ous with consedous lau.;hw““ as
snys Profesmor Hiooll, hare is enocugh of it, Heru is an instance
of hmour that not only stirs the deoths of the mind, but 1is
closely 2llied to pathos, I humour may be, acoording to the
osmaentator of inoyclopadis 3ﬂtannioala. a Aulse to hide tonder

-

17, 7. dti00l)s Jhe thesry of Dpaggs p. 199

18, The inovolepedia Britannies, vol, XI, n. 340
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feslingw, Jesker iu in the fullneas of his powersm here.

Physioal attributes mgy cause laughter althnugh that kind
of laughter my de regardsd as the loiest possidle kind, ‘his sart
af gonree langhter is Jsnerully resorted 0 by the music-hall
aooma2ian m the olown in tho cirocus. Jeople, in Zonoral, 4o not
laugh at those who are physion’ly handionpped, tut the fast is
that awmotimes physioal deformities may oause laughier. 70r sxample
one 12 sure $0 laugh at the Houk (iu Chauser's ‘srologus') whowe
hand wos bald nndt whose head shons liue n ebiniag glass. Cigsioal
Al mities nre, however, not alware laaghterenprovoking. Ja8 is
osmnonly apt to langh kore at the delnraities brou:ht nbout hy
mantnl notion by foolish habdit or by foolish belief, hree yuths
may find onuse to minio lillh"” #ho as au socoatrie persnn walks
wound {0 oireles in the street, ‘erhaps the lq:;ia of the youths
ie thut they mimic 1llle only when they fLind thnt an 214 woman
Tika her nimion the arder of the otreet., oy think that a street
18 a nublic thorsughfaroc which s only to be trodden etraight
instend of belns walksd rounft in ol rolos, 1tllie violates the
norae nf the street nut the youths, therefore, nmogk at her although
they 10 1t at the oxpense o the gonsml Jdeonmm, 'lere thw hunour
is wholly Hdepondent upon the unusual and the unexpooted,

There say b8 auother lastauwe of orude werrimvnt which is
derived fronm the shyeioal incmgrulty of imagiuative nature. itillie,

19, of. the 224 ‘s I, xii
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a Jewens, hnd 10 evaduats t0 Hales Aurin: the war with her five
Aauzhiers, shen thase girls were admitted into a achool, the
tenohar, who was umbzpeotedly o prejudiced one, wsed to tell them
that their noses would get longer aund horne would dome out of
their hoade beouuse they were Jews, ihs girls bhelicved the teacher
Al young £1rls are apt to believe, Thoss growing £irie had resty~
lese hours to it fo the offshoot of horns wihesa they, beliag
taken Wy surnriss, saw that their noses got bizger, This episode
provokes nothin: but fnnooent laughter bevause of the ineongraity
that 1403 with the falee elief of the tencheri a teacher who is
sxnacted to be free from pre jutices, is himeelf s viotia af sush,
e humour 1108 betwesn the orthodox idoa of a teachder and his
pergonal prejuiios. it 18 a mre typs of humour where fantasy
surrenders to reality, Here .eskor amuses we bWy maxing a Joke
while in essenoe he is definitely oot s joker,

# defnraity of mannsrs nay bs Lmwtanced Wy a laok of
‘gavsir fatre'y, ihe oversmartness of a certain type of sophiegi~
gated clareoter in a oircle of psesudo~eduoated trainmes is equally
smueiliie cust a8 the awitward presence of u lady is alaost iasuls~
ing ae woll o8 aQweing in a oircle of working olass wosen, tiw Mc
fiatiomoy dieplayed eizher W a group of HAAPI officere who are -
Addressing the trainee consoripts or by (0sa, a linistry of
ZAucation onyeere~advisory ortt«rm ¢ who is addressing a rowdy

20, @8f, Chips With *'i“ﬂ"‘w
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grougp of sohool-leavers from a tough nsishbourhoond, nave all in
them snsething of the ludforius. shen the +ing Commonder, in s
iraugurnl lescture, saye the following to ths OMBAY LD e
you think we are &t psaae, ot trus. ¢ are Lever
at pemos. The human deing ie in a coustant state of
war and we syt be prepayed, each agninst the other,
History has taught ue this and we mwet learn. %1
Then .milar, n trainse, who claime to have boen borm +ith s Ratural
smile, is sure $o0 saile alaony with other iratnees, ¥ aensidle
man %, af gnu e, able to understaad that 4% 18 not hissory whioh
tench9® aunity between nations, bul eithoer t'e inlororeters of
bourgenis history or the inoorri,ible jingoists or the military
junta who nropagate the posoinility es well as the inevitabiliwy
of war detwaen nations. ihus whwnever the real motivo 0f war is
Alscoverad, all the A4 \aFl Offiocere inoluding the «lag Jommandsy
veome genuine objeote of ridicule, The clasersem eviasnde of Hosa
with the trainse bays g ansther ludiersus exn Pple, dme can blame
he students who indulgze in nooking laughter when they [ind
fnoonzrulty between .ioaa'e followins lucture wd hop job which e
supponed 0 be responsible.
1088 1 seve s00iaty ien't very ood at that yes,
i 1t? It's o b4t of a monster actunlly. uafts wp
sverything, intisorisinately. nd 80, gy task
is all the more tmportant nnd whit I proposs %o

40 &8 outline the kinds of joba that are open
0 YOU eeee 22

b i n o

El, Iiid. socne four
23. 1he Q14 Unmsfs ¢ 1V
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he manners of ‘‘osa and the »ing Commandar Are not what we
may oxactly or)) oxamplos of dalfomity, although ther are out of
1ine with that partioular part of sosiety, Hoth the «dusation
ANTRETD — nAVIBOTY offfcer nnd the HAAZL officer touch the surfooe
nf 1183 but they, it 18 evideni, 40 not sound she depihe below.
he introduotion of these characters may be cited as the ilastanoss
sf nomour whiah 18 dound up with iroy 106, Humour is resplendent
Hore 80 far a® Tholr sannsre are tinged with s melloved oy a
gortain melanoholy of spiriti and the irony is 0 be traoed here
when they pretend t2 harbrr an idea thut hey 45 not Wweliove in.

There 18 an oconsion which sete .asiker's wit LD sorke He
ia well awnre of thw graver realittes of huaan lifo, but he
aointimos refusee t2 venala unter the oontraMling influwence of
those,. 'hen he steps 4own rom high onirits and orentes fun pure,
simole a:d innocent. Through such ocomionl surnrise or inoctdent
«eskor's laughter beoomoct auiible %0 um, In Shioken oup »$th
Inrlay thore {a a serinws underlving intention. “Me 1lowing
1Y lyatreation of a ardtio ruy, however, be recovered (o five a
comprohensive ftdea of that ¢

hg aahnd are busy vith anti~Sgaoiat marches
St S e I s ot B e

social ism. Tho atmosphere is of optimimtio polities)
buntle. 23

P3s Hamber imseolgne s Iwentieth Sspupey  ramge pe 53
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But ~esker, Wy tha way, akes aa opportunliy to refur to a
comicanl 1aoldeat when the vadle utruéet heroes, iu course of thelr
Agmopstratiog, Zave ocigaretted nud muge of sea to the surmdered
policemen and called thea ‘comruds policemen'. . pernog, who is
arrested, Onu DEVRT GXDI0E sudh treatment oven Jynm poOliovemen,
This ia the seskerian devios to provoks laughter of an inpnocent
type. 1t 19 remarkable thnt hie layghter des mwithor oacxle uor
mrﬁ although thare 1s the subtle suigession of a contraot batween
the goeroion of a state organ =2 bhumniss,

Fameur 16 be’ taved to be melloes ant gensrally rafined, It
Ay s rmetimes Do ompared (O AR aromn tHAt amells swoel, or e
brant: of afir tmet rofrsehen, But hunour ngy, ascording o Henrt
_zmrgam‘% {of. 8 iipe, 191) Tranelnted Yy U, Hrerston aud I,
Tathwetl ne layshtery Toudon L9359 npe 12%edl, by ihe rigid, the
rady —mde, e moghaaical y, io ooptrast wiih the 1iviu automatisa
in aonlrast with froe wetiviw.

e ondes 1t oy be protean Lo 1.8 variuty anile it
GRS a&mmmianl. goarae or roush although it then muy laok
Zall and »orms00d, here Tmy be s aoasiaw when the doors of
intallect ure, lor the time being, shut and the dramitis orsmae
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beo e vather mmntinamtal OF easy preys 10 priaitive ilmsiinet,

mere are, o0f 0OUTSEe, ¢one toushes Of conreeness or roughness in
nia "Trilogy’. “he following 1llwetmtions will bear tostimony

to that,

ls

de

Mevie
onty |
daatie $
rearl  vo
Bontie
Jimmy 3
“eany %
‘ra Bryant

Javing etopea? [ uhe hotsts the back of
her skirt Yo her behind in fronsg
of the fire.

“e pulled out the reilinge from a near-by
chureh and the sstones rom the gutter,
1'11 get mome nore coml fov the fire.

ol 0 Kitoben, pincuing Jiwsie's vehind
an the waye_/
«® turied over a lorzy. 20

i know men as'ould pay 0 soe w8 in Wy
dloky suit, / Pouin: her plump outline /
','Jnn“? Fou think I got o atos dloky
LT, % N

Ay Aryant ked n Aive and pluohes
her bottome / Ow § si0ppit iryante,
ssonpit ¢ /e rersists,
‘nddy, atop it now ! 26

sentd g/ ¢ Hev nhis sister ot amy ohildren?
Jw0 boge,

<Nk wakha gt W SO one aight then
shey *11 hev girla,

h shut you up Jimwy iioalaaa.

i Be yom a-drinkin'’ an your tea look,
“on't you wOorty ad-ut no nnked mmls.
he .l 't zet 0n1A but tho tes
wille B3

ity
6o
27
2B

hicksn .o «ith Barley, I, 1t

Ao0%s, ill
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B, Jissle & 40 I bleody can't. The gZood lord gave
me hands zud I llke uwslng thome

BLthwy 1 m Jood lord gave you au aree but
ym Aon't have 30 be Sh ..«

Sinale i athey ] 29

‘he above 11lustrations may be Olitad a9 iaotuncea of
omarss husour, but thay are govar wulgay, o vulgnrity, os
44134nm Haslitt observes, Joes aot necesoarily cousist of ;rosanoes,
1;mornaoe or mmmmaam- S8 1oy as the mannere of these oomaom
folk =ve natnral, spoatanesnd or waavnidable, therv 9 o0 toush of
vttty , althoush s man of nolished sootcely my Yint a lask of
thg tmAttinng) noras of Avceudy wnd decorygm La their anure re.
Hoiever, 1t 18 rewiriable thht gyoh 11lantratings e api Lo Seour
e An Y ha CefYasy ' Shan la cny Af cwekerts othoer plays. le
e 2 roferanco Lo enurtessts 1a rire la hie Ya%er playe.
Sedeusnasara incrodyeed some eomic lnoidents and 8l tnations not
paly o sleasa o grruanltage bhut to answer thair ueads. zosiey
sorhaps {ntrodpoes thoae as caie reliel cand sec udly he disoovere
wmtosn iy to amgse the »oriing pennle in the handling of
miterials which definitely %ear the tnuoh of realiyy. "he maunere
2nd behavioyre of the woark ine peonls are ot sxnested o be
analozons 0 thoze af the nolished and refinsd towm Awellarxs, bdus
nre not umbeaomint %n the nerdnas referred 10, ~hnt is important

30. We Has¥itt s+ Tpble Wmlk, os 161
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hare to note i thad wesisy inds an copariunity <o make cminet
with ranlity. Humour, #e kanow, denla with tho reality that depends
upany the common 1ife o this earth. All that is {mportant here
to note 18 that .esker Rives us the semblance of reality, but he
never shows pexversion., voen a puriet may feel assyred that the
imge of tims-honoured etandards of sex iv mminwined here nor
ins 1te onllanse oven hinted nt, he indulgence of etnreve humodur
nay 0ot noacsasarily conti™ bute to asathetio satisfaotion but we
are oure that the above 1llusimiiions have nothing to 40 with
porano;raphy.
Jeaker dlsaovors tha 3leduwntes A0 hanour ia thy thoeas of
i mslo-femnle mlatissantip too0, ilere L0 redoris to a superior
xind of husour iu comparison «ith t'w wbowe 1llustrmtione, It is
Sarah iahn who dade onportunity 0 comnlain 4o her son about
Harry, her hasband, who on ane serious 2eael M was excessively
in'if ferent to iy pregnant wife ¢
sorahl ¢ you think ! Mdn't Yove y fathery
saouzh don't yout I'1)1 tell you something.
wheg ‘n hnd Alohiheria v T wae
pregnant [ askad mAdy $0 earsy her to
the homnital, ile wouldn't, we 414n't have
ROusy bHecause he 44n't oare Lo uork o
I Man't kaow what to do, He Masppoered,
T4 wus *‘ra Boernotein who saved her eee
Not aven ny brathews had nmongy in thoee
dnrs.and a bit o dry orust with a oup
0f tea +.e Sut ‘mddy had the relfel
ARBY o . OIO0G TU11 me they Aauw hin

satins anli-boef sandwichzas fin Jloom's,
i 144n't onre. S

o o Y - P -~

Sle  ulhiaken .oup One okle TII; if
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If we oare to Yook from the nointof view of .nrah, who stanis here
as a persecuted wife, wo onnnot but find Lfault with her husband,
who 15 & oarefrve Bannor eats salt-boef sandwiohus while his
Anughter 18 Aying of diphihoria in the very lap of his wife who

18 8%:11 big with his unborn sopn. socording to Harry the family

sy be an ar3ificial institution, and as such he nay uot fiad any
reason to adjust himmelf fully te iws tyrany. He may reprosest the
prolotariat, desti tute of property and the sdle bread-winmer of
the faxily, byt he, in faot, may be defined ns a bouriecis so long
as he believos in the 'Aisnised dmestio snelavemont of the um::'-
50 matter whetlmy he is a professed proletarint or a Aisguised
bourgeoin, he, by his behaviow, bsonmes ressonsible for oreaving
aa inamagruity, “he inoongrmiity arises when ilarry, a8 a moeabey of
n aoplety, vhere omjusml order provails, becomas an nbjvet of
derision, wile tarah wine a measure of pralse, lowever, the
1nterohetisn of an irmespnneidle hither beside a yresponsible
no-hayr 16, like a nlain nnd unvarnished thinmg, incmgruous, and
mont of our serrismsont arievs rom the sease of % s lnomgrulity.
nsvartmless <esikar’s humour and pathos may uot be sharply differsn~
tintad hered we 40 laugh ot the ifnocausistangy of the character af
Harry waln a® we tend $0 shed tears fopr vthose povarty-striocken
millions who ofteu play hide and sesk with a view L0 stemming the
tide of bittar reality.

32. Marx an! Lagels : jeleqyed Works, pe 510
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it would be wmjust to conolude, 1f Lt is 4dincernsd, thal
se8ker's hmour lies in langhter-nroduoing power only, MHe ma» “-ig
A paYson Or an svent which he oxumines from meny sides and nmake 1%
a nivotal point oonnested ar a9sociated with other objeots o

plaoes in $4s envivonment And finally Alsoover the 1ight a8 well
as the darkposs arownd it. He is in favowr of ¢ ohange, but when

that 18 aot easily aohisved, he goes from the matter of fact to
the very depths of 1%, ‘sther's Asath™> my seem to be pathetie,
byt the pathoa, which holde us in thmall, is ot at all redundans
hore, e Acsw a0t try to wring an extra toaur from the situation,
nor 2nes he try (0 overstats it, the situation is nolgnant ilndeed
althaach detatl 18 not heaped uwon detall here, - oskor sees e
tact of .ather's dsath from 10lani’s point of view, and from
noey 'a, from the poincs of view of danfred, uriepin, 4{ame and
Jonsn, ‘rocissly, oskor sees the fact Irom every point of view
and makes the pathos of ssther's dsath insvisadle although it
4nes not wsan ay My a coaplete wreck of her canorets hopes,
The adiding truth of thin sttuntion ia that sesker puts 1ife ly
the side of what is onlled death, aad invites W to perveive the
meaning batween the two, dut not o mic husouroww jJjonte in the
onurt of Aeath,

Tet us now foous oyr atteution on sesker's nlay Ihg

MM. the latest play in book farm, The slemonts of wit,

33, of. Ing ‘risade



w1~

nmour end irony are amply 1llustrated in this play. iruly speaik-
ing, the Nlder and more siperienced «caker beonee, the more the
slonents of wit or humour beorae finer. It is alee a matter for
aonnitemtion thet these &) ements, Of late, do not in goenaral
smnok of aoarseness a8 thay 414 before, <eaker has intraduced
thane elements, with the fine toush of his chisel, mors eharp
an? rafinedj and wo can shbserve tmt these slenantis hnve warmth,
1£ not hent, Y&t us maks our obwervations ocomorets with e

folloming L1luntration:

Ay $ N0 you ochildren rehearse your pisces
before ooming to dine with me?

Agnes 8 This 18 a vory Line stew, mother,
Havy s+ There speake the 4lolomat of the
Lamily., 34
It 18 Hary, the aothor of ignes, who has the job of »

journal 48t the nin of whitoh 19 to investigate sverything from the
Asocmtie novint of viow, ihe oetends ¢0 be witty nnd ovorbeuring
with othaove even vhen she Arinks with the 'nder Jeorstaryy of itate
for 2areign Affairs, But this woman, who 48 very suycoessfully
inflnantin) in her oavesr, ms least influence on her ochildren,
foreover, she has to listen with digaity tot he witty oayings of
hee Gun dagihter,. ASeS Xnows not only how to wield her wit with
qiioknase of mind but attempts t0 ward off the £ilial bittemess
of har aind but expresses her owm chamoter although in an

Sbe  The Jowmalifkge the centre spece, pe 4
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intireot way. <hen her mother 1# on tho side of heat, she is oo
tmt:gmmtm when her mother 19 on the sour slte, she makaes the
atmoe~heve chesrful and enjoyable, nnd agalu wjen her mother dragse
hnraell ta tha mide of seriousness, she, «ith seonosy mnices the
gituntion essentinlly oomioal, Tha above 1llusvmmtion, therelore,
18 an instance of wit whioh in s aixture of a Llash of Yintaing
and a sonthing balm at the same time. Here is wit the role o
which is t0 maintain, let us quote Hirtwm «nen Cheikin in this
regard, "an intellectuml autmom‘w - that io 10 asuee or
entortain and t0 provide socope for an apprediation of olevernes
of the norsm onnneyned, ‘Oreovar, the wit weed hare tranéonds
neraonal bomAnries ant emits the flavewr of humows.

HHowaver, gontle, denial and genuine xinds of humonr nre
nvatiable in The Jommalistg. ~he followipng 1llustration, whieh
conplints of t'wm nbave qunlities, is also Llavoured with the
n1M ting “oft ecosatrinttion of Hury, the srincinal oharacter of

the nlay, but novertmlese it {8 an exaiple 0of a delightfud
arantion of cesitem,

<onathen 3 dothor, dmm't be so damned bourgsols.

L X R XN | L X X 5 ]
“nry s I AM NOT BOUREOLL §
Bourgeois is g state of uind not of
wenlth,

Op, 0it, pe 126
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Jamtitnn 1 dot in the classic senase it's not.

Havy 3 To Wil with the clsasic sexes.
“orde aoquire Aew MARIAES see
I love and oare for my ohilidren.
That's aatural, an old ayole, tested
1ong before men bagan exploilting mem.
if 1'4 forved ynu into profossiane
you'd've been miserable with, Af 1'4
bave al:;n you luxuries to s:ﬁm the
.pmt our 8 at w0 m.
boan houm?m. #I‘n ven yOu &
homs %0 0}6 your pers wien in}
security I Mot to seclade am but to
halp you faee an inseowrs world, lhme's
0ot Bowrgeols ... well is 187 I'm not
;:ursom xt‘g snjayy the mtt:.b;.:‘q
teuf- ht reserve Lros

..-"m!a' 21 alfen that past %0 oripple
she future, 1'm not bourgeois if 1
iy Gomfort ... oly 1if c:raﬂ
4L funes anger #M Justios.
I'a not b?nrm!.c 1 acknowle [
Aeds t0 wad mn apd 3L I'm feariyd of
Seia Mivier sbogt grel et oy

.. .
hourg f bu% to ?ﬁl. to Just 2imply
foel) htlgluu about evil that's nasmn.
76 have loves and hates an? foilures
and regrets and nustalgias, that'e

""'3“‘ If: nw order exists
1% mgt tgnt 8 hourgenis, bdut :
try t0 orente order ot of fh» ehaoe of

ay miserable 1life that's humen, bloedy
huwani, bloody bloody human.
" nes i yom see, mother, he also talks abowk
order out of ohaoe, 4
-he mores Hiry becwmes sloguent, thy nore she helps or«ite a #pade
Cr the bonefit af drubs aboyt her statenment. The oddity and

wooeniriaity lic deeply rooted in hor self-revelation. Here she

38. Ibe Joyrnuligts, the Centrespace, op. ait,. ppe 436
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appaars 0 be neither & 1lovin, aothsr with 2l her human frailtise
as suchy A0r a vetaras professicnal Journalist, «hat she really
appears to be 18 an aooused and acoursed ams in the peodple's cours
of justioce where she likes Lo make a Clear statemeat sdowt her
self-dafence before sha is finally lyanchsi, Jut we 4now for oertain
thnt her self-defence aven befors her own childrez is in a6 way

n €efanoe at a11, and her exveedingly long spesch does not seen

+0 refute the charge seesingly lodoed axntiust fer. The it resuls,
therefore, is thnt she, when we mke a oomnlete syrvay of her
statenant, becomes more and more ridiculous., Thus in this nlwy

the woarld of tragedy and the »orld of comedy ars interwoven,

Yat us now examing whathsr soae farcionl dlenomis are

thure in his olay ‘Ihe Jdogrpnligis’. 1f faree is a type of dram
that olaime to be "stuffed with low huanwp and sxiravasant ﬂt“”o
this play has definitely g0t smmeo elesents oOf farve. ruroe may,
in geneml, be eifeotively used {n u short play wheve thors e
1ittle or no scopa for elaboration of plet or charastor; faree may
dsal with exnigerated ammio ingidents that rmay border detween
belief and disbelief, or it, avcording t0 a communtat ae. oy
deal with 'snme abeurd situstion'’ that revsals 'the inherent

37, A. stcoll s Zhe Iheepy of Dramp, On. olt. nne 87-88
38, Pe Hartuoll : The Oxford Comosniog to the Zheutre, p. 308
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atupidity of man at odds with his enviroumsat's. Jur proposition
#ogld be olear with the following illustrasion 3

Hary

3 He'll try the sotentist thes

“gumopd 3 mm uﬂ'%uﬂ uz«ﬁi& T 3..1. Heridge,

Hary
woannd

E

*zmuuumnz have 4iscovered gold in
wins.

i beg your pardm?

Noueres und plunto. you ese, oontain in
thely timeuus residice of the metals
aontained ia the 801) whore they 4&row.
Honace biowchemiolyy oau itrace Aeymeits
of niuh:cl. silver, coppar, caobals,
iud ai other metale by
m«;‘ plaking snd analysing flowere

w 89 thres Joviet selantists oaulled

1. 4, #08ulishvili have discovered gold
1n wiae. (Pawse) éhteh comes L{rom <eapes,
{Pnues) «hioh grews in soils. 39

in the abowe 1llustrations impariance 48 ZAven 10w %o

mers sitnation than to sither charnoter or plet propsri und the

aituation doponds more uwon axagzevatlion apd Adfsheliafi the
stsnation hore {8 not pizuant a8 1t e 114tle ar no oonneotion

w4~ thae nlot 1itselfl, byt it is much wmore spbtle bacause the eon
nnpoare Lo have baen oomplotaly auccossul in forein: his highly
aontistionted mothor to reaoh an equally sophistionted

voriuinilitate of sruth, he ,oiat of amysenant here denrands not

apan what we may oall burlesyue, ut unon tho subtle ane of wis

Jide

A e rep

Ope Oits po I
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whioh, at the sume time, proAqwes the sunblaace of a joie wiioh hae
srms oonnogtion with intelleatual Nleasure, Lt1)l there is great
relief whon we oome to luarn that the situntion is aot mde elfee~
tive at the expense oOf the Jeneral atmoaphars of the play. «essker
“oa8 ant @#eea 0 nut Ay trust in scienoe sliher in ite present

or ia 118 future, He derides equnlly the erudite inlevences of the
solentistes or their sheoriee when mout of the penile of the world
are uafed or ill-fed. zheu the sillions are in dire mped of ohicken
@ouo with barley what 1s the utility of extracting «ld f »wn %1ne
or migerals frmm vegetadlos? «esknr 1ike esnond bBolicevons that

the 1fle vunt ures of suoh soivntists are the playthingg of thoughti
fanthion unholde tham and then they pase awhye. Here he reveals the
WMAden apringe of rower 0 the gutoomtic siate that goes Lfar

away from the attitude to welfare of mankipi, . friond of ordar,

~» quker throms the light of s superior an! westrustive Lregy unon
the smlineas nof the meaus, the vanity of the anstives through
whioh tha politiolans metaln tholr poeitions and soiontists bullyd
t'wir gareer, -hat sesker wants %O show 1ia that human oivilizationm
is nogtly unlatelligible for pervereity surpasses sll undsretanie
inge He i vonAy 10 asoept sciontc® af 4 reslity nrovided that it
fullils the needs of man , but "o CORANAEE 1t a8 a reality when
the soientiste fall t0 a0t pocording %0 the aseds of the hwmnae
sosiety, Hie vordiot an 11fe is oOf the socoiclagical md norwl order.
i1 aim 1w, therelara, to satirise the soimiiets, who have no
¢lear nurpcee and no souad nowl edds of maral snatony, St -esme
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4008 not dufinitely mnie n lampoon nor an inveotive in the above
11lustration,

“esker has endowed magy of his vordn: claes churaoters with
a0 muoh 1ifos we waow that he has wympatly for them. Sut a8 an
artint he doas ant alusys oxpross his o subjeostivity through his
plays while he Aevicts his shamoters; e sometinen feels the meed
nf Aetashmerx frrm them 00, his {3 the uny ho orentes ivony and
min-aning his 1rmic nosition. i a amber of a mrticular elass
hs 18 bhuyl t0 fnocornorats himsslf into s workin: class ocharae~
188, but 86 mn artist he keeps himself aloofl frm his work.

“hoe he pecomos ¢roative and eriticial av the sume Lime, and bie
Aual rale 18 well dinplayed through the device of irenys. he
£ollowin,: 1lluwatration will gZive us an fdea oOf = eaiker's scnse of
trong

dmty 1 Helle, Harzy boy, n-youm
A1l fignting £it for the dene?

Harty 3 I'n fit, 1ike a “vojan I'm £i¢ ¢
Jarak 3 You wom't see him at ey Mo .
In the plotares you'l) find u-

ivony 1ia8 jn thers =haro the author scoms t0 be sayinzg omes tiiag

while he is really enying something guite Giftorm“. Here diesker
Avee us the exanple of a strikin: iragy, and it 18 the omsrand

e Shioken o s Ope 04%, I, 4
dls v ‘usoke b L2ONES, De SO
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which maken it striking, hs contraat is being made Metween the
appareat mean:ng of linrry's wards and their real iaplicatiom,
between the protension of the speaksr and vhe eanllicrmd supposition
af the paruons atdressed, It 18 Harry who states thas he 18 pre~
nared to faoe the denomsiration as though e i a irojan sdolider,
Sut the Irojans lost the hattle with the dreeks, who¢ won. However
Harry ovetends $0 b hyave, but we uoospt Ain o9 Qe of those

whe are dafented. ‘n the surfnoe leval, therelore, larry's plain
statamant seeas to be either an affirmation of bravery o an
assertion of bdravadol but il we Jdelve deep iante 1t there In snother
meniinge It 18 this #vistion of msauing whioh makea sffeotive irany
hore.

The above 1llwmpitration may be olted as an siniple of
adtumtional frogy. sitmtions) Sropgy, scooxing to e cﬂtu‘gv
tende 10 be pursly ocouic, tragic or shilosophios The anparent
poture of lHarry that is presented S0 us 40 4 aMicg Oue, ud o
the 'doopor lovel he npmare t0 be a philosopher who is indilferess
to the fats of & vanjuished ?u;u. 0 Mw 1ifeo may be a psculiar
eombiantian of viotory and defeat. However, the urt of irony wsed
Bore vesenbles the art of wit. Harry, the witty man, nakes the
situation ironiesl,

lat us now look at aatthsr kind of ivow in sesker's

sarly tlay

s Iug.
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HOuty ¢ s How 1 Npeie 7 ...
Sarel nwmudlﬂﬁt. !lc‘agﬂs
Prince works in a «mu-m M

oty ¢ A ®ecomd~hend ehop? Dut I thoughl
we 2p8 Clesie?

Jaral  § The unien wenbers retired her, She
lives 90 & peasion, visite the
O IALIVER e YO RBOW e

Moapty 3 It's all bdroken up, them?

Snralt ¢ what'es broken wp aboys 137 T ap.dn t
inep up with thﬁ Yty o aﬁm
#8111 gowm am.

LR X ] LI X} *h oo
sa -ale 1 Listen, m Honty 's got a niee litsle
gresngreoevr's businens ia polwmster, no
mknmluuu aver a sambey of the
rg and um'ﬂ a.ll nmow. It's datser
rgote 1%, &
The above L1luwstration 1is n superd exsnple of verml {roay. The
irony 18 striking when Jarah oan Mfferertiate Mtwosn domty, she
party rsnber, nad Haaty, the petty bwusinmssman, or Aomty, the
sachelor sooinlict-Lighter, nnd Honty, the goody Joody mmle-head
of a "hanpy* family, “fonty is wabanpy e %20 his devintion from
sooinlism which is supposed to be a wrwoked ship t0 hia, 50 e
wants to onnaolie Nimselfl wshen 'w is infommed of the deviation of

othar conrades 00 from the same faigth, But 1t 18 sarah whe

-—— -

dde Jhioken Jm One afte 111, %
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dexterously nrioks the bdalloan of his vauity and makes his hiddea
desirs stavk naked. Jarall reminds hin that the it is st11) golng
on althoush vome opse~-faithful ocomrudes have of late withdresn
vheir alleglance. (he above Ltllustrusion may, ho.ever, he oited
ol ah instarnoe af egresen whioh adds mush pungeany tO an oMIerve~
tion and ogpnoes the vice of the rensgade.

Iromy adponrs in Heawsr's later play too, The fellowing are
the {mstances oL iramy i

1., Aines : Bus a9 quarrele. Joamathan?
Jamathan : Yes, elder sister,
AZNnee : de iy have Alamnr with Rer Onos A
soRth 80 N0 nore dreary tauats about
her being bhourzecism, Nee?

Nepnond s You, sl%r sister,

& e t we doa't tolak aueh of her adluma bus
we love har, inderesood?
Together + Yes, elder sister't,
Ze Harvy 1 dood Ged § Je've mtarted with
agreencnzs, 49
3 Mary t You are mather aruel ohilaren,
aren't you?
Deamopd t Yon, we ure, you're rignt. I'z sorrey.
*ebdee [ R 2 X T
Havy ' I A 0T BOWRGEOIS § 48
4. Ihe JOUIMAIANMEL 0. 01t p. 34
. Ind.
. Iqd.
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The essenocs of all the thres ezanvles et be omsiiored together
£ we are to discover soms relntion betwwesn then. nry's thres
young ehildren have enss $0 dine with her after a mouth anf Shey
40 promise not to have a row eiiher with their aother ar with
regaTd 10 her oolumk in the jowrnal. But practically they say one
thinz when thay posi tively sean anotheri all that L» important te
note here in hat thay pretant to love their aother byt what they
mally #an: 18 t0 expose her or to ridicule heri ey are suppesed
£0 begin with agresments with their nother, but soan they start to
disasres ¥1th har, ¥ary, who perhans 18 aware of the iatentism of
her ¢aildren, shamefucedly deolares that she iu aot a bourgecis,
e bagomes an objuet of ridicule with hor deulsl which 4s ruther
taken Jor granted a8 an approval, Her attespt of omoenlmant

be0 'mes an objeot of revelatiou. Here lies irogy whioh gives us
the semblanos of humour,

Before we nuke g study of Lhs i v have chesrved
that sesker has affesti ouately deen aaressing human imporfeetion
aad mman folly in his wevious playw. Bt for the firet time we
behold him oaressing clase imperfostion nnd olass illy here in this
alay. “hile we Aisgern sracious galsty or jubilant eowsasy in hie
previous playe, we have hore siaething whioh may seen te be entirely

1issomoerting, and this he does eveun with ths help of comde
portraiture a% woll as ‘the bhaoohanalia of bensvolanoet!. resiey Mad

vreviously beea dealing with humour, wit or Lirony in a limited wny}
but this is iho fArst play im which is seen the comnlete
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Juntaposition of the sarious and oomie, this play miAAt have bean
a tragedy 1 faskor the dramatist ¢ould bave held himeelf gleof
fram iesker the artist, Te same this nlyy may appear to be an
averted tragedy, for according t0 them Hr lLouls “itvanev is a
tragioc perannage, becouwsw ia him the fashion of huwsanity has gromm
supresely great, and under 1ts influende his external 1ife or the
11 fe with N eapdlayess La slimoet wreckad und ruined. sut the very
motif of this play is gquite dirfferens. That is why iy Litvanov is
oomio and his fashion of hussnity provas fainter than the typieal
aride of hig olase, 0o hw feel the impulse of hamaniiy? It ie
grdte axpliest from the [n1lowiax extracss

1. Louls 4 shaty, what 1f '» new that outalide, at
this vory momant, i, hie bosn, soneme
he falt was Wiy superior, was taying
with thoughts of mang in? dhat :nulﬁ
he ¥ dhat woyld & suddmly
1 d'tfnlk in? 4 Tumb &:'d e
dunk with ssbarrassnt,.. How 1°'4
traneform tat ebarrasessont Late &
swest plonsure, & resl human sonead.
ahat would mopem? 1'4 go in. s51ilense.
They ‘re anased, Anxiows, Dsnoing stops,
ey beok avay. Underetandable, -
£0 stomight up tH the zroom, A &
simple wras, Tell bia about the pwnotu:-e,
the vyoloes going for orates of bear,
the asounds of musie 1 ward, thw
goinoidence, 'I 4Aon't suppose you'ld
s ne out'y I us. ne ous § He !
ﬂolhmhﬂc He take oY 2088 we
mmh te e o Armohaly ... SFTTemble
with del e ARd oms by e I'1) maike
' asquaintanse of ths gueste, the
brifg, somplinent M, tell Joke® .
aboyt ooming agatn ia ALDe RAnths SO by
Colfatier B:;I:w th-ﬁ:; to atapd . on
osTentay . s onoar
won's be leokimg for specisl atteaticm,
1laurels, flavtery, servile hushlences,
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ool iags, Our gemversavion w1l be
sonversation

m:i iﬁ:ﬂ. mﬁrm 3 h .
hasan . sliden

000 U0 21008 Of Mee AR whed they
ad whay *11 sel} thn- childmen
I'11 be spaken af with gmuticu.
hoaoured, remsshored, 47

11

sftar such a wmeditasion ‘rom ¥y Toulis Litvanow let W glve

alabornte {1lustrations thut mgy be put Lormemrd ae studies in

asptraest,

™e 1lustmtions will anply prove the emtradiotion

vetweon what hoe really s aid what he pretends to be or between

what he exp0ta aad what he actuwlily msees hapnpen. lence the irany

in betweue:i

P

the 1llwtrations .

{a) Knvoker & «el) go t"hell 1 iho mamter !
Louim t Knooker white, Am't you recognise me?
mooker 1 'm soryy, i LAiLV0fL wm OF ... Titvanow,
A% you an a ehalr, loek, 48

(b) Knse r sell, well
now mmoﬂm.

(o) % "awaom ¢ ho is SImt?
Hre Dgwsant Thass Tiftemoff, what ow: the rutrw .

(8) smtdy ¢ 74 we favite the Owner?

‘ He Tisvanov,

P g atante you i1 ae a T~
invited the Owaert 81
A7, The :aidinx Feelt, Prologus, seene four
48, JIpig. 1%, 1
9. Img.
80 IRi4. 11, 3

8i. Inid.
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by Bl

“In the eonfusion Kpoeker honds Louls
an eapty fasse*. O8

{£) Lowis mmm“ .:o slase-strugile Koes o 2l
iave » i%ep Geesiving yoursell and ge home.
Touls & } I'm not deseiving nyself and 1
w f& n:.::..:.: relpests Nave baumn
~ Kate s » 1"; -ma.‘ ¥ O Yeu':.m:“ mﬁ.
4 an on
?o“o:“;m‘uhm a'!m.:
sxperimmuts Weth y Laily. B3
() Ssephen 1 Axouse e 1Scvanoy, I'm Stephen
SyXYoek, friend of Eate's, reporter au
the 10eal prens, dimd 4f I mextion that
you asme %o Xnooker "'ﬂddw "
T Huat Of o 1 doa's 1'4 like
ouls 708 100 Te1Y thal e y Sute Tltvanoy Game
to &rink the heaulih of one of hie workeve,
untnvited, mapromplied, oame and Sat
anons the guwets, lile e of tham, B4
{n) Jteohen s+ How long hwe 'w deen re?
fnogiker & Come aboyt half'n hour u450.
Jtephen 1 And wasn‘t he favited? o5
Knooker s 40 § That he weren't ! Iuvited !
(L) Mnker s Daphns { You shoulda'’t de leaving your
suplorer t0 4rink Wer .. ting's
the prdies, ) i det the nan sone
widshy as defites his staslion 4in 1ifes
Louis 1 I én’s come here 30 4vink you Kanow,
It wasn't sy tntention £0 =~
taker 3 Thess alright, theans alright, W
maanie. 58
{§) Wartia s W9 all choase omoe, then we oasn't
ohoose N0 MOTe, We give Jurselves wpto
Aiseipline. In fastories, Offiows,
eYaryeivere.
5% Imd.
83, « 11, %0
4. II- “
88, 11, 1410
54, 11, 19
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Toglis ¢ D't make 1t sount l1ike God, yOuUAg Baks
mpzwm have shair ateeipiines o8 well.
‘ 1 Balamwe of ferees §
Rngs 1 lere ud'mno, blnebotsle, Here
Mlusbottle, 57
(k) Hagreen & You know wing I'm eulled?
lLods mﬁn you onlled?
HAaureun § i
Iw’ e vt oant I 1ike showin'
s .
whp !?Oall ‘?:m she dvaws wp
her skirs t0 show & lag. Louis ie
anbarrassed, ) 58
(1) Haareewm ¢ danoe? Cme iy Yitvano,
DU Xt e
', s I'm ot v a 7 ou Kaow,
Hagreoen ¢ e “tgpm sugys TWint awm
agythin’ asyhew.
salle, the, theas 00t & Luneral.
touls 1 I'as conesntrating.
‘Wmures ¢ elax, lLoosen wp, fip (s trios te do
% that. Then ¢o hia horror he renliem
hat Zanvesn 18 sesring sesduyotively sad
slevly aliding her skirt up to reveal a
1 ve 31 olvinl.
ﬂw Vszy)’sm. o~ p %u% 3
Jowls M ::nt}tlm mn{; mv- not ntoe,
3 ate
late 1 M s P Ay B
(m) Baaiy @ (tneredulous 0 sep Litvanov there)
asver ! sever toushed a Dridk in my life,
il Livwuov, 60
87 1mdde 5. m
o8 Indfe 1l Q3-33
59 kg, 11. 854
. JInig. Il. 28
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{B) “"Anousker whose agitation nover really suosides
) rises L0 reaeh athhmlmm;

S R BT e S

e Mmt Knoeker; y ¢ iy um::'-
.%ng:u’-ue mﬂmad. I'n sorey
louls Sven ey
Mre Mnn unm:..{u. Now don's you
ssse W

*:3 phen and Toyls stumbl t!wouqh from the kitehen.
(o) apker's mtm‘n’ th! ™™ quml‘.uu
vicxmﬂ.y. Both are very drumik”,

(o) Touis 1 4O respust
v Gtephen ¢ 1 hwp;“ ‘a glve yourself avey 1£ 1 juss
ot you sarry on, idr L1L80fL ..
stephen 3 You onme hevs 6 sourt popularity,
AAn't you? Good dle LALCOLT 4.0
touis 3 I salld veaember whe you're talxiag to,

young Bale
stephan ¢ I'm talking t0 you and i'm not & young
man. You 8ptilt overyome's eajoyment.
Do you know that? You oane, they had 0
sy champaine, and then you husilisted
then bwing aot s dut aix bottles
vourself, Jood dle IALO0LL ye8 ... 863

(3) Kate t AN, Oour guess of hmour. ve hin asgleotin'
Mee Touls, come e

iokeyr tYm.?shlml

~oleons_ bask, Touls.
"svaryons meokingly prioks wp the name mad cd'u it

Matmmicv!lld‘h mruoic soals®.

ir) "Stephen Mtakus ;.::; sods srphm an fires his weapon

agirole at ow eee But Kate mnd

e e T ot Moty oomta niot Toeves

433 mn stil1l on Knoeker's shoulders, fres to plok

tho syphen again andl aquirt iy o’ Xaceker's

mnm.. Snoeker staggers 89 far baok iR%0 the

room tint he's sven able to sguirs is, Oaslly,

over Youis, befme he's Mn in tho etreest axt

wanders off, chanting®.

oy
1 &
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{s) Touls 1 sese BOC Gim Of you love ne, 40 you?
ot e ﬁw’n — f .....'I .....,ch

You Al e

t The food you eat in some shape o fomm,
the Lrigke you use, the tools you uo‘
the wood you use, the mateh you uee, the
chaits you 3it OB we they a1l ocme Lrom
the earth. D't theg 7 68

(¢) "They begia t0 Llindfeld in the Jho=gonS +e¢ TheTe
is a heightening of tesion snd exoltonent.
Haureen with a nervous laugh takes off ler show
saf tape Touls,. Then Tinker tskes off his shoe and
tape Youls, shat's "‘@ﬂﬁ' T4dnker mises his
shos 14» a triswphan abovg his hed, The
other thres fallow, Defismoes, hasever fustile, is
cmtagions in a orowd, and »¢ the Treasining mes
sake 0ff thelr shoes and sll atand with shose
podaed high, Louis 48 alert. .omething'’s in the
winde G Wy s sach siep forenrd o tup Nim,
He'n omnfused, They becowme intoxisated. he beating
Sroen. IL's 20 1longer a game. A wmob mentall
tales over and cadh tap Doocumes nore malsvalent,
the sound of the whasik mcre freaguent, until &2

omirel is 109t and » o in and beak
him about tho body. ?:g tgp}’m louls realises
ha's helng beaten. He wranoches off the bdlindfold

with a profound hoel of zreat rage”. 67

~@ sresume that the above sesmumtes arranged in the order of
a Mminge have am anly mnit o comnosite plature of e Touls
TA¢wynnov, but have exnoned his olsss ohcracter, shile he goes $o
atsent the Yeonst in order o "avike nobler ﬁl&m' (vide the
11lusiratim noe 1 above) o notice him weloomed with derision
Lvite the 11lustration gow. (a), (b)y, (8), ()¢ (g)s (B} anma
(8) 7 nnd well~beaten by shoes at the sad /“vide the fllustration
#0y (%) 7 He tries his beat to hi e hia real iatension with the

68, 1bid. IXI, 8=P
6% ibide III, 11-12
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varuish of humanitarien seal, but all his eflorts are in vain
ssposially %9 stephen /vide the illustration aoe 8),7e shile

he attompts o innocoulate nimeell ngalant soy atsack Lrom the
other side of his olass, they discover the wery virus of nis olass
ehamoter,s Thus, be falls bhelew our ¢onoeption snd decomes a eomie
and & hmorous figers, He nrovesds 1ike a gallant in order %o win
a mesd of oraise as well a8 respest fron those who in faot 'honoyr’
nim with shoss, ‘osaibly he 48 slOow 10 adnit that there is &

iy fferanoe betwesn what ons desires and what e notually attaine,
segnnily, he 40es not porhaps know that there d8 in him a bolsteronn
vitality iaheramt within the garb of an {mpurious omlayoer,
Thivdly, he 14 not cerhaps aware that tho ‘serviie 'numble pereomms’
will remlly bo nble to 4imoover in hw the slinmr 52 31)linesa
and fmbeeility. Hr Touls Titvanow, with nis higzn siatud a9 well

as fnspliitwie exoltes u salle wiich oarries wiih it aomething of
aontemnt and derision. Yot the husour here ripples deligately over
the surface of the ulay. Here lise inomsruity oad here he hecomss
i OOSis POTNONALE. HOY® seNker, w8 a humdrisi, 18 vory mueh more
than a . ester or & Hiu~wmaker. M the oontmyy o {9 sush nere
Tudtis in the nressmtation of a gharneter a8 well as being prolifie
in b jeot aatier, He in tnis way choomss to amase she publie amd
at the sam time <0 indwe dwa 10 Shiak seriously. Step by stwp
he nafolde nts art. MAret he 1¢9410%8 Ouls e & respected (though
Aot ronprotable ) omliarew sith a2l sorto of humsaitarian ad
mnifioont activi ies for the wellinre snd ‘love’ af his employess,
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than e portrays him a & 'ateful husband 28 well as a father,
thirdly, o8 & humbull, fourthly as e veritable foo) apd s Mnave,
and finally as a depraved peredm. And this he 4oss with the
chioelled toush of his ars.

Thae e codding Jeasl i not only a play of fun, humour
or tray (she play 1twelf Aepends woa Lromy), dbut 1t 18 aleo a
mMay of satire, It s almost & satire an the upnar olass pedple
whose flesh really starves / 'Ouls telephanes from his dathromm
ta his wifs in Tondon, aad danreen’s attarmt to soduse .ouls a%
the we'ding slace, vide the 11lustration now. (k; aud (1) 7 while
thay 40 live with the conuolation of an 1dea only. in the cass of
Iouls he lives with the 1deas of looking after the «slfare of Nias
enaployess only. Hut i3 he a sincere humanitarian 7 “he anower will
definitely be ia the neptive / ofs the 1llustratiom ao. (p)
above /- He expected to be housured and respestsd by the weddiag
party? but 1% should be aoted that he is being deliderately
addreowmed as ‘TAfroff' or 'Liftencff' more often tham A0S, This e

an hmogral ¢ treataeat indesd
Bow let uw take the acoount of the other side, Jus W sare

to 40 someshing Shmt san be ocunted a8 honourabdle or resmotadle?
it is Donky, one of his emploposs, who attends tiw wedding fesss
with & prodent whieh 18 a work of art by himeslf, Hut what does
Lonis 497 il attends the weddiug Least uaiavited #i%h ne preseas,
neithar o wark of art nor flocere. Jut inmsead whas he really does
is 1o bribe those working people with the dostles of whisky whish
wil) be moast befitting Ris own wtatus and olass, e reason M
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3oes not want them 1o bring bottles of beer is that beer is it
for the prolotariate only / vide f11lustration uo. (i) above. /.
Soreovsr, he axpresses his desire t0 stay in snociksy shite's
house for an hour or so / vide illustration no. \4) above ),

put 1t 1s an irogy, thas he ataye all alght there, and he does
1t L0 mar the wedding atsht whioh may have sxclumively besn for
e Brdde and the groom, Thercfore, his stay, howsver forged it
way Be, in the houyne of his saploves oo hio wedding nisht ocan ao
longer bda coasidered as a token of honcur, dovenver, «hat we oull
vostiality is thes attriduts of this emplarer who 18 no less a
1uticerrue hyoouarits,

In 918 »lny the iwony 1o the vauity of the mntive of the
el ogar and the 11lusion of s humally. Titvanov's vy is also
the way " the paTeonl in nower aii4 authorily who endeavour to
ratatn thetr powere anl offices. "hue through the texture of the
play ienker Aons not Fail at a particular fadividusl ouly, dut She
whole olass, that is, the rdling olase. Hin weupon is abviously
the corrasive satire and the nwagont iray . He discovers the
1ittlencsn of that alass and puts yp a seashing indigtaent against
it. nd yat desiknr has not doge mything biiser, nor does he evinoe
any sgown. This he 1908 when he fuses ircoy tnd sative iato hde
Play which ham in 41t g «eqlsh of lavent!on, a fund af thought
ravonled Wy way of aun sxpliolt aetion. 311 thet is important %o
aote 18 that enxor as gan artiat L8 never a sronngandist here,
Through the portraiture of Titwanov, . eaikeyr gives us an idea of
topayturvydom. T4tvanov aame to poss for the ruled while the zZaxd
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nf s olase aharaster is Shoroughly oxpoeed.

The abOve disoussion may help one to obaeesrve that huomour
and wit, ironic and Oarelsal, i1l roasker's workes with a white
112nt, And, in t"is regard, we sinuld dear in miad thag seskew
never writes 4dth a pen Moped in noidj 1L there he drops of satd,
they are used t0 aseist realism and 0 make his nlaye more
‘nterentings they add force to the Jdescriptions too, -e should not,
howgver, farget the faat that -esier neithwr oonfines himself
sorensinlly 20 an exhition of {ntelleoitun) ARastics a8 414
Congreve, ‘sogr #1lde or ernard shaws nor does he live chiefly in
hig oomis chamatere as 4id Jlokens, A% 4does e put stress m the
abosgrd ocharadters vho put forward all thelir folliea 30 the world.
4@ 0anaot egpeot 1o find oharacters like a e Hdanlaprop, a HdAtrabel,
a iy . lokwiok ox & dloawber i nis plays. iiis draomgtic works asy be
fond weak in baeio hygerows charaoters the types of whioh are
nentioned adovel but that 4oes not mean that he is an inferior or
insignifionnt artist. There are cocooasions where hw maikes a fine
admixture of wit and hwaour, fun asd fareionl eloments which
assuredly preasnt the distinguishiang qualities of sesker a8 an
artiat, droat depthe, a» we find in Shakespe:re's mature works, may
not be obtainabdle tn his plays, but for artistie qunlity alaag with
nroxTesuive oxtlook s has perhaps few pesrmw, and 16 superior among
the modtern inglish Arasatists, sobody will think that he ia
essentinlly a humorons writer who mainly deals with the raly-poly
xind of humour; he is more than thati despite the axot that slmost
all nis pluys rediate some sparkles of brilliant humour and &

488t [or 1ife as well <~ here lies »esker’s uniyuwe quility.



