PREFACE

The present thesis is a humble attempt and contribution in understanding the Limbu
community of Darjeeling Himalaya from different perspectives in relation to their
Economy, Society, Culture and Habitat. The thesis seeks to understand this
community by exploring into the core essence of Limbu Social and Cultural elements.
The thesis represents a culmination of my field work in the core Limbu villages of
Darjeeling Himalaya and the learning process of becoming a research scholar over the
period of almost four and a half years. The research journey starts as a Junior
Research Fellow with an up gradation of Senior Research Fellow of the Centre for
Himalayan Studies and finally at the end of submission as an Assistant professor of

Geography in Muralidhar Girls’ College, Kolkata.

Throughout these years I, gained lots of experience and motivation from the various
people who entrusted me and build the ladder of confidence inside me to excel and
pursue higher goals. It’s my utmost priority to acknowledge those wonderful people
of my life without whose support and guidance, | would never achieve my goal and
the target of becoming an able researcher. First and Foremost | want to thank

almighty God for showering blessing upon me.

It is the blessing of God that | met my Supervisor Professor Dr. Sekh Rahim Mondal,
the man who polished me by imparting the valuable knowledge and wisdom. It is his
continuous support and hard work | learned the research work and ethics. Sir, my
words of appreciation would be less in defining you and your support towards me. |
owe a deep sense of respect and heartfelt of gratitude to you for making me as an able
person with a vision and precision. I, Thank you Sir for believing in me and always

helping in my need.

| am so fortunate to be the part and parcel of Centre for Himalayan Studies, the
assemblage of intellectuals from all disciplines of Social Science. | am really grateful

to Professor Mrs. Maitreyee Choudhury, the then Director of Centre for Himalayan
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Studies for providing her assistance and cooperation to me during my stay at the
centre. | am equally thankful to Professor Mrs. Karubaki Dutta for extending her help
and support to me especially for providing financial assistance for field work during
her Director tenure. | owe deep sense of gratitude to Professor R. Sahu and Associate
Professor Ujjwal Bhui for always supporting me and providing needful and helpful
suggestions to shape my research work. | am also thankful to our newly appointed
Director Sir Professor Swatahsiddha Sarkar for his valuable feedback in Pre

submission seminar of my Ph.D work.

| like to thank the then Documentation officer Mr. Ajay Mishra for providing me the
helpful documents and articles on Darjeeling Himalaya. | would like to thank our non
— teaching staffs for their kind co-operation. | have derived enormous personal benefit
from my time spent at the study areas both from the local people and the Limbus who
are the main subject in the study areas. It is not possible for me to encapsulate all the

names and no word is enough for their support and positive response.

Hence, | am going to thank some people personally for their kind gestures and
humility. | thank Mr. N.D Limbu, Chairman of Limbu Development Board and
member of Development board for their immense help. | thank Professor Shova
Chemjong of Kalimpong College for giving me an important documents regarding
Limbus. | thank Smt. Sanjogita Subba, Mr. N.B Limbu, and Mr. Panche Limbu for
providing me assistance during the field visits of Teesta Valley, Kalimpong and

Bungkulung.

| want to thank Mr. B.P Limbu, President of All India Limbu Association of
Darjeeling and Mr. Songpangbe and Mr K.B Limbu for their kind help. I am grateful
to my college teacher Dr. Sherpa Bhutia, Associate Professor of Darjeeling
Government College for helping me in making maps and diagrams for research work.
| am grateful Dr. Lakpa Tamang Assistant Professor of Geography in Calcutta
University for his support and encouragement. | am very much thankful to Miss

Patricia Moktan English teacher of Tiny Angels’ School Takdah for correcting errors
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and grammatical mistakes and to the students especially Sangit Tamang, Biswa Rai
and Lucky Rana for helping me in Teesta valley field work. Similarly, I am thankful
to Mr. Deepen Pakhrin and my cousin brother Girish Gurung for tremendously
helping me to carry out my field work in Kalimpong. | am thankful to my scholar
friend and dear brother Phupu Wangdi Bhutia for travelling with me in the interior

core of Bungkulung for collecting data and field survey.

| am forever indebted to my loving parents Baba, Ama and members of my family for
their understanding, endless support and motivation whenever | am low. Incalculable
and inexpressible, however, is my debt to my dear friends and research scholars of
Centre for Himalayan Studies for their continuous intellectual stimulation and
scientific academic reviews of my writings. 1 am also thankful to my college principal
and my colleagues for always motivating me to complete my research work. Finally, |
offer my regards and gratitude to all those who supported me in all thick and thin

moments of my research career for the completion of this thesis.

Date :- (VINAY LIMBU)
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