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. It is• .iudeG.d, a matter of groat· .regr~t 'that yet no 

comprehensive tllnd ~;:cient~;fie study of r.my o~n~ of tbe Tripura · 
- ! ' . 

tr.U.1$S ·ba~ ·bean made by any compaten1; authorita •. The allied 
. I , 

neLghbour:lng Hill 1fli'i. bOf~ of l~or•th-Hast I!ui1& h&Ve been lal'gely 

$tUtiiecl ·by tne l~:Uropean .. aeholal)'s, · and wo · b~we l~Wt~G nu~aber of 
. ~ I 

books and monoe;rapbs ·on th~m• th.lt unfortunately.• nobody h$s 

t~1::en the pains of etudyiug the· '1~1put-a tribes excluding a tow 

recent . autborr::'> tn~~i t;f.ng' i~ lOCal ·v&r:tntlC~l~'ll .. jOU:t:~n~.lfif and casual 

obaarva.tion tta<.~.do in certain works de&ling ~~1 th hirito;~:>y ~nd. 

J\t t.ho :time of cor.lduoting m~ field investig~·bion in· 

. · tb~ villages o~ ·~J'ripura, l had th~ ,e;ood fortune .of raeeivi·:ng 

acftive he-lp and eo.:..opertttion fr:o~Lall t1Ua,rtors .inspi.tn of the 

t~:n~on. In avery villae;a, I received '~tl~m ~'Olcom~;;;~ and al,t the 
' 

village~a old and young helpod m~ ;Lmmer.usely. thougb 1 ~· a 

Bengal!, . .,. I muf::t1. th~~eru;ve, · exp1~e~s t:ry i:ndebta,dness and ~rati tude 

. ~ l J;W also :Lndebt<:d to my for·!!)tar teacil~rs of .t~eoriomics 
Deportment. North Eankt$1 Un~.:V'(Wzt.J;:d.ty, for ahoang keou inter(Jst 

in my work Md of£<i.u::·ing their. V"ai.U~~le suggeet.iotts to prepa~e 

the tbeais;. ~ly eollegueo· Prof~ s~ .. 11oy (md ,Prof'. t~. Sana· also 
1 '. -

l am t.:duo most· tba.~~Jk.ful to tbe ei\Utbori ti@f~ of th(J 

Dapartmerat ·of Statistie'~. 'i:'ribal .i:~aseat•c;!bt -t1gricul tural. Dep~1"tmen t 

:of the Govti. of \tripura, the tvat •. iousl Librt:~ry of <;alcutta•· !'~ortb 



fot., l~indly provi.ding small. :financi<!il assit.>tunce to mo to meat 
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