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The jresent study, %Supreme Court in the Indian
Folitical System: A Study of Judicial Behaviour and Judicial
Decision~-Making, 1967-1976," aims at exploring some significant i
dimensions of judicial behaviour and judicial M : ?
covering the pericd 1967-1976, in relation to Fundamental Rights
guaranteed to the citizens of India by the Indiam Constitution. é

The bebavioural asject of public law and con
polities had been long neglected by the Indian scholars wl
~ the U.S.A., there had been a jlethora of works om this subje
in the wake of Bebavioural Revolution, owing mainly te m
pioneering effort by Professor C. Herman Pritchett, David J.
Buslski. Jo.l B. Grossman, Josefh Tanesnhaus, Sidney Ulmer

Hnrph:, Stuart Rogel and others, who not only went h;lﬁ ﬁf

for the atudy of this unexplored field in the American mm :
#hile the study of Indiam judiciary in the behavioural perspective
continued to escajpe the attention of Indiam scholars who were
oriented by the ‘constitutional law' apyroach in the traditiogal
mould, it wmas left to an American specislist, George H.Gadbols Jr.,
to aprly these new models and techniques to the study of Indian |
judieiary and thus set a new pathbreaking trend that bas inspired
the new gcnlmmn ¢f Indian scholass with a Tresh natim%iﬂg_ﬂr
. ﬂu present study, apart from trcating the Sii
fm_thi iastitnt:lonnl perspective, am a judicial aystem with ‘all

the systemic couponents and characteristics, is sn husble j_tw

1

to explore some unexplored and movel (in the Indian setting )
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dimensions of judicial behaviour and judiecisl u-um ;
of the high-st tribumal in the Indian Political system. ﬂ'
study has been conducted through the survey method to -m
the dats collected from the Law Reports regarding the judgements
of the Indian Supreme Court in the field of fundamental Rights
guaranteed by the Comstitution. FParticular attention has beem
pald to the determination of the jatterns and directions of the
bebaviour of the individual Judges as evideuced from thelr ﬁ‘lﬁ
records, whether they are liberal or comservative, im the tradi-
tional and the modern senses, or activist or self-restrained. ﬁ.
influence of such invisible factors as political jarties ali
pressure groups, and the impact of the Chief Justice's role,
on the making of Jjudicial decisions, has been studied with deep
care and insight, with the help of the above models applied By
_ the American scholara.

Mmuuhumn

1y N Ilr AAIMJ;

I muet acknonledge my sincere gratefulness to my
— respected teacher snd supervisor, Dr. 2. K. BEay, Frofessor m
Head of the Department of Political Science, University of North
Bengal, for his sssistance and invaluable guidance for carrying

~_on the research work.

I wish to express mny dedt of gratitude to the
leading experts in the field of my study. 4 special note of
thankes must be given to Dr. George H. Gadbois, Jr., Associate
Professor of Politiedkl Science, University of Kentucky, U.S.4«,
for his assistance right from the bogimniag of the study. I am
_also grateful to him for his valuable advice rendered from time
%o time and for enlightening me sbout the subject and creating



(111)

an interest in it at the initial jeriod by sending many offprings
of hi= jublicatior shich were very valuable for me.

I am also thankful to Irof. Glendon Schubert,
Pro’essor of Pdlitical Science at the Univeraity of Hawail, who
almo =ent me many valuable suggestions and a copy of his recently
published book. A special acknowledgement is due to Dr. David
J. Danelski, Goldwin Smith Frofessor of Government at the Cormell
University, U.S.A. for his valuable sugsestions.

1 am egually grateful to Dr. G. RamReddy, Viee-
Chancellor, Osmania University, Hyderabad, Dr. B.N. Mukher]ee,
Joint Director of Research, Council for %ocial Develoment, New
Delbi and to Mr. Mukul Gojpal Mukherjee, senior advocate Calcutta
High Court and Tupreme Court of India for their valuable sugges-
tions and councel in differect phases of this research.

I express my lasting and immesuradle debt of
gratitude to the homourable Judges of the Supreme Court of lundia,
both retired and sitting, who, inspite of their very tight
schedule of programmes, quickly responded to my request and
spared their precious time to reply to ay questionnaire. 1 am
Particularly thankful to Hon ‘ble N, Kid-yltullah; formerly Chief
Justice of India and presently,Vice-FPresident of India. 1 am also
grateful to the Indian Counecil of Social Science Hesearch, New
Delki and to the National Institute of Community (Bural) Develop-
ment, Hyderabad, where I got the opjortunity of training im
research methodology. I am als0 thankful to ay parent University
where aleo I got'n same opiortunity to train myself in research
methods.

I an imnensely grateful to the Librerian and



(iv)

Staff of the Central Library, University of North Bengal,
dmerican Library, Calcutta and New Delbhi, National Institute of
Baral Development Library, Hyderabad, Osmania University,
Hyderabad, American Studies Research Center, Hyderabad, Indian
Law Institute Library, New Delki, Indian Council of world
Affairs Iibrary, New Delhi, India Intermational Center Library,
New Delbi, from whom I received all kinds of co-operation and
ungrudging service.

— : I must acknownledge the assistance rendered by
the Regietrar of the Supreme Court of India who supplied the
address of the Justices, which was immensely useful for communi~
geation with the Judges. —

Fipally, 1 acknowledge the inspiration that I
received from my fasily meambers and close friends, my collsagues
and respetted teachers in the Departaent wko helped me to
complete the research work. I also acknowledge my debt of
gratisude ¢ all of them who were directly or indirectly
helpful for the completion of the study.

( MANAS CHAKRABORTY )



