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‘Rural deveiopmenl"-: asdministration in Indis, at present

: Véims at bring._na about a change in the pattem and direction of
the functioning of the democratic state in wh:n.ch affluence of
the few has grown in the midst of mass povar:ty, deprlvation md
d@titutlon._ There is now a consensus among thz__a policy-makers,
;'piéﬁners,:_ 'édmihiSt;rators and scholars that without trying hard
to prbvide the ;poor the basic needs for their survival, such as,
food, sheliesxn, drinkz.ng water, med._cal and health care, and
"educational se.rvices¢ no viable =nd yibrggt.danccracy can .be
establishéd-. The countries like India,_ wheke a vast majority
cf the people in abSélute or relative poverty 15:ve_ in rural
areas, . rural development has become a tatter of doncem for all.
Although the need for a well.defined public policy in this regard
is. :felt: by all, a radical policy _gnd structural reforms, it seems,
are not in the offing in the immedizte future cowing o the

| .hature of the Indian 'polity. Hence, the need for improving
fpe.‘::fomance in- ﬂ':fe implementation of developméent programmes

‘has been the main plank for wiping out the scourige of poverty.
But thekorganisation and management system, with a tradition of
'_éolonial bureaucracy based on Weberian model and the lack of
people’s participation, have hindered the success of the
developm.mta'llplms and programmes, In view of the accent on
distributive justice, equiﬁy, minimum basic needs and a decent
quality of 1ife, the humanistic and participatory thrusts in

development administration need to be emphasized. Such attempts




vhave been made to a. signifif-‘ant extent in West Bengal through |
| the revi*l:alizat:.on of the Panchayati Raj in 1978. Inl the
' context of, the study ares, recent polit:r.cal unheavals in i:he'
form of the “Goﬂhalare Movement® and the famation oF the
Darg eeling Gorkha Hill Council added new dimension in
_ ée?velopm@nt aa"ministration.

In the -1igh ‘0f the broader perSpective outlined
"abcve,; the stuﬁy seexs Lo go into the some of tne basic
Aolégianisatloual and mcnagemen* issues of rural developmente.
The oetaileé plan of the stu&y has been pr:ovided :'.n Chapter T,
But at this jv.ncture, it is wov"thwhile to mention :that Chapter V
“ths lengthiest of them all, is a very important and significant
part of the preSen%: dissertation as it énéiyses eﬂpis:ically
tlu. wcrkina of the developmental agencies in the hill areas of
Darj eo.s..mg in the light of the theoretical frmework developed
in Chante:: I and on the basis of the operatmnalisation of

sone of t’:he crucial crgenisational concepts in that Chapter. :
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