


ere he has since lectured on internatio
He has an intimate knowledge of several Europ
In 1927-8 he visited the East and has since folloy

. . He is the author of several books.
ne of his hobbies is ornithology and he goes off watcl
S nwhan he ought to be doing other things.
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. INTRODUCTION : "

" In the following pages, I am attempting to give an impression
“of developments in India from the entino nf 1049 ¢~ 4hn ot
s asmo. 1 SpUML MIOSL O that time (to be exact, from mid-
June, 1942 to the end of August, 1943) in India, chiefly in
Caleutta. During that time, I was officer-in-charge of the
! India section of the Friends Ambulance Unit, engaged in
| civil defence and relief. The F.A.U. is, of course, in no

nse to be held responsible for the political judgments that

may be found in this book. But I refer to the experiem#l’
out of which this commentary has grown because, in fa
. every writer is influenced by his angle of vision. It was m
my first experience of India, but it provided a new point of
view. A high percentage of English people who derwh m,_‘
kd!a become in the course: of years confirm .

: af retired officials or business men, sometzmes even of missi
aries, reeks with acid: and even when that is avoided, there
too often an attitude of resigned contempt, If anyone worl
ing in India has good reason to become cynical it is surely
“man engaged on an emergency job in war-time, with the enem

just outside the gates. He finds himself dealing with M
‘who are afraid to take a strong line for fear of offending
‘Governor or the permanent officials or his constituents
his parliamentary supporters; with officials who are tied
in miles of red tape and whose main pre-occupation
to be to find reasons for not taking action; with deli -
Indian collabor¥tors who will discuss anything but the busmw
in hand, or who leave you in the lurch because father has |
told them to come home with a populace that is seeming@;;‘r’
indifferent to the whole business or completely fatalistic. -
Perhaps if I had to spend ten years in the detestable cﬁmij
of Calcutta I should become as cymical as the worst. 4
even after one year, I can wri;e (as I hope) with a measure of
understanding for the passionate nationalism of India’s sone
and daughters (how weary one gets of listening to the m;
elad story, so understandablo if you have any imagina
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vi
ure of patisnee and imagination.
e ds youauthctinwthatlfyoum
all is lost. The imagination that keeps remin
it is their country, not oun, t_hat very likely

d of values, whmh_ Qam

your country dnd telling you what is what all the tim
really many of them are very charming and wonderf

perhaps, how to rescue humanity from
only we ourselves were more teachable. 2
I do not claim for this bpok that it is a. detach
Indian affairs.” No study of Indian affairs by :
nan ever is, though many English writers delt
, into thinking that their aloofness aml ap \re
show genuine impartiality. I can

be fair to everybody. To be fair m 3
difficult. For one thing, no true history
‘can be written that omits unsubstantiated rumour.

1 sides, among Indians and Europeans, the gossip
381 Library and the gossip at the club have a power!
e i As often as not neither type of gossip

Mwn in fact. But there is, on the whole, so liti
mixing that the gossip of Indians about the Governme
Europeans about Indian leaders is repeated .
| without being effectively challexiﬁd until it is accepted
‘the educated .Indians, or by all Europeans, as
be, for gospel truth. g
r and gossip of this kind I have had%o :epoxt
in these pages; what is more, in order to give Wﬁ
of the intensity oremouanumncunssdbytm’

[ have had to use strong expressiom.
and what is known fact. ,
gto,_ 1 .mefu}l w@’iawhwk, A




up the a}témpt because they ﬂ‘mi that ap;m&lﬁ

ormed authors give them contradictory answérs to
simplest questions. What is the Congress? What do
éslems thmk? What about the Indian Sates? What

Indian Christians or the Parsis come in? . What about the
Indians? What about European business mtm?

first thing that must be said about all these questions r"
t any one-sentence reply, any attempt to give the facts i ﬂ
shell, is bound to be false, even though the publication .
h the so-called ““facts” are given may have the impri-
t of the India Office or the Ministry of Information— ‘:‘
Cungmsa Party, the Moslem League, or anyone dm,

5 but an effort should be made. ]
then, what about the Congress? To begin with, nif, Y
arliament or a House of Parliament, but a political

?ﬂ'i&u mwmmm than that. It umm

the four hqndred _million mhabltams of Inma
cars to be its present paying membership (thouab

higher, but whether the diminution is due to &
of bogus membership or to a genuine decline
thamsses,ortabmh is not clear. m

proportmns of the communities that wpmrt
cannot be proved or disproved. My ow
mmlaim the Congress t
Mumm}tcasyfera e
wkat tim poaim reany is in country districts.
“of individual Moslems, usually men of indepe:
sometimes young men to whom (as to many
world in this era) religion means little or
Congressmen. The present president of the (
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, is an ardent, de
:d Moslem, but he seems to have little support
g men of his own faith. A very high propor
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10 INDIA smc:a CRIPPS
. prefent-day Indian political leaders, including Mr. Ji
| the l¢ader of the Moslem League, have at one time or
been members of the Congress. Mr. Gandhi has often.clai
that it represgnts eighty-five per cent of the population; by this
“he means the *“dumb, semi-starved millions” of the Vﬂlwn.
as against the middle classes and ‘the townspeople. When
a.sked on what he based such a claim he replied: “By ight
_service.” The strcngth of the Congress’ certamly vanes fr
pmvmee to province. It seems to be weakest in Benga
the Punjab, strongest in many districts of Madras, Bo
4 mdﬂla United Provinces. In many areas it is run by
| high-caste Hindus to the disadvantage of other communiti
g ‘I should not like to guess whether, if a vote of the v
. adult population of India were taken the Congress.
- have eighty-five per cent of the votes, or ninety-five per cm!,
m' only forty-five per cent. Gandh1 himself undoubtedly has

,W Moslems and “‘ Untouchables® as well as caste Hind
* but that is not quite the same thing as ‘mass support for
~ Congress. According to official estimates, Mr. Gandhi’
ke support has been dwindling for twenty years; but when it
| comes to a test it seems to be just what it was. This may n ,; |
F give the reader a very clear picture of the strength of the
Congress in India as a whole; it is the best I can do. ‘.j
Next we come to the Moslem League. 1 am devoting l,i
_ special chapter to its recent history, so it is not necessary to
!; say much about it here. Since 1937, when it won less thm
"
twenty-five per cent of the purely Moslem seats in the Provi
- Legislatures, it has gained enormously in influence among t!
E’ Moslem electorate. If fresh elections were held to-day, ﬂ“

* might probably win eighty or ninety per cent of the Moslem
| seats. Its total paying membership is not published, but it
~ seems unlikely to be more than a million; possibly it is much
less than that. Nor is it clear that the Moskm League has
fﬂ ve pemtra&ed much among the rural masses, most of whom
3 unenfranchised. It is a mistake to think that it speaks
«tlm ninety million Moslems of India. All this talk of
y millions is misleading and confusing. What canfhw
y claimed is that to-day the Mo&tem» Leam

R
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Mpmally in provinces like Bengal and the Punjab, w! ere the &
~ tension between Hindus and Moslems is acute, and where
many Hindus of the pnv1leged classcs con51der the pollcy of *
. favourable to the Depressed Classes or Untouchables, Like .
the Moslem League, and unlike the Congress, the Hindu
|"Mahasabha is primarily concerned for the interests of a single
i wmmumty, not for India as a whole.
| Dr. Ambedkar and one or two able associates have orgamsed
a vigorous party among the Depressed Classes in Bombay
- and other parts of central and southern India, but the
| Depressed Classes as a whole probably tend still to look to
| 'Mr. Gandhi rather than Dr. Ambedkar as their protector.
It is absurd to say that Dr. Ambedkar can speak for fifty
| million Untouchables—once again, a/l efforts to throw millions
_into one scale or another are misleading.
|  On the left there are two socialistic parties, namely the
i Communists and M. N. Roy’s Radical Democrats. The
Communist Party appeals to the students and to some indus-
L trial workers; locally, too, it has peasant support. The
| Radical Democrats are active in some of the chief industrial 5‘
- areas. A number of other minor partles exist, mcludmg
several small Moslem parties, strong in par‘ucular provmc@y
| and there are two or three separate Sikh parties in the Puninh,’“g
| Finally, there is the Liberal Party, including a number af i
able men, mostly Hindus; they are nationalist in outlook
| but do not approve of the chief weapon of the Congress,
Civil Disobedience. They rely on persuasion and constitu-
‘tional agitation alone. Their following is small. £
~ The Princes rule over two-fifths of India; their combined
territories include one-third of the population. Some rule
over great tergitories with millions of subjects; others are
merely autocratic landlords. Out of several hundred only
about thirty have introduced even the rudiments of democratic }-‘:
government; a few are enlightened autocracies; the rest are
well described by a British resident of cons1derable expenem a
as “bad, worse, and hell.” Recent events suggest that ﬂmt
ﬁwn local populations are begmnmg to bestir themsely:
and may carry out revolutions in many parts of the coun%ij'
within the next two or three decades.
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THE CRIPPS MISSION IN RETROSPECT

at the beginning of 1942 was facing something
lented. Every threat of invasion for thousands of
been a threat from the north-west; even the E
1 ers began their operations in the west and south; sud
mighty and apparently irresistible foe appeared on
n in the south-east. Peaceable, populous Bengal mi
t’une become the pr:y of the Japanese invader.
h forces had been driven out of impregnable Ma 2
and Singapore ina few weeks: they were withdrawing from

o India with terrible tales of disorder and confusion.

What did it all mean? Was the British Empire crackin
up? Were the Japanese to be resisted as dangerous foes,
d -be 'CONqUerors ; or were they to be welcomed as fell

min don? 3

were the issues suddenly confronting not only®
tern, maritime provinces of Bengal and Madras but
iz when it was announced that Sir Stafford Cripps
plane -haste from England with proposals from
ent intended once for all to settle the contro

Bim?

ght a. pronnse of fuIl mdependence (if India

] diately after the end of the war. But India i

.;gt'imhes The tired donkey always sees the esul&
in front of its nose. No beast of bu

]mdforwer ohﬂae!eodtobg




'THE CRIPPS MISSION IN RETROSPECT 1&'
might quickly dispose of Hitler, such an unambifuous
; e might have been dcceptable. Inéeed, it woudd have
" been a welcome reply to the Coneress demand for a statement
[ U muucu wal auus, and or now tney would gpply to India,
it since then much had happened. In thcaﬁtst place, the
Government’s reply to that demand had seemed to
evasive and highly unsatisfactory. In the second place, .‘
’s arch-imperialist, Winston Churchill, known best to
or his sustained attack on the 1935 Reform Bill, had
me the Premier, the dominating figure in England. Inthe |
g&ace the hopes excited by the publication of the Aﬁm
rier had been severely damped by Mr. Churchill’s explana- ‘%
n that it. was not primarily intended to apply to India.
he had said, was already covered by existing promises; .
India did not find those promises adequate. Finally, a
important, the course of the war itself made any pro 0
vhat was to happen “after the war” appear unreal. Hi
) mtrcl of nearly all Europe. England itself: had

overrun Malaya and Burma The British and A :
ed to be quite unable to check their progress.
| Sir Stafford Cripps’s answers to questions about

ions about the necessity of general agreement
or abaut safegtmrdmg British commercial mm
n was not primarily interested i
: ma failing bank,” as Mr. ¢
, if anything, did the Government’s offer pmm
now? Did it really provide anything new?
Draft Declaration brqaght by Sir Stafford is congc

W‘aarm headed (e), deals mmmm
,cixmeafth:sparatgraphts, from the Indian n
of view, depressing enough. ““During the critical ps

Constitution can be framed, H’m Majmy’g i&b

” That seems plain enough.

nt of India is not being traasﬁned to
e statesmen. But that is not the whole of
In lawyers’ documents it is often the



the ahncst mvmm qnsiiﬂwﬁ whkhmlg
‘m“but e gf the whole thing. What comes after t
But,” proceeds the Declaration, *the task of organisin
full the nfitary, moral, and material esources. of
be the responsibility of the Government of India
o-operation of the pwyle&oﬂndm. So far, the s:
is, from the Indian point of view, no better t
m For the Government of India is merely
sty’s Government under a different name. ‘
cil, the Government of India is still controlled fri

- The Indian members represent only a very sn
ef Indian pubhc oplmon.

pnllnd from Whitehall, India could not be expect

“The more they pretend to change it, the
t remains the same thing® would be the inevitable com
only of Gandhi, Azad, Nehru and other Congress le:

erested.

‘also of Jinnah and his friends of the Moslem League,
rkar and Mookerjee of the Hindu Mahasabha, of S:
Jayakar and other Liberals and Moderates, and of a
of the Princes. Only Ambedkar of the Depi
es, and one or two other leaders of small minority gr
likely to be satisfied with this sort of thing. In
y those who did not want any immediate change v
ove such a Declaration. &
t we are going a bit too fast. There are still some:
yers’ saving clauses. The Declaration proceeds, “His ?
y's Government desire and invite the immediate and
participation of the leaders of the plncxpal sections
Indian people in the counsels of their country, of
monwealth, and of the United Nations.” This looks
sht mean something. But what? How is the par
the “leaders of the principal sections of the
e’ to be rendered “M‘N"ifﬁt tham im
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) this was merely another example of the British tendency
offer with one hand what the other was deliberately
withholding. “Will you jwalk into my parloqx:?" says the

. BTITISA SPIUCI— UL DU tuv amsaswsiy assases —

And, anyhow, was this proposal really any advance on the
of August, 19407 The Viceroy’s Council had at that
been expanded so as to include *“a. certain number of
entative Indians.”” The powers available to such
mpmemauve Indians” seemed to the chief Indian .~‘itica;
ies—Congress, Moslem League, Mahasabha and ouiers
—to be so nebulous that they refused to come in; compara-
tively unrepresentative Indians had accordingly takzn their
z es; the result had hardly indicated any serious effort. on.
Viceroy’s part to turn his Council into a democratic ‘\
. The phrasing of the Cripps Declaration was a
tle happier (‘“‘immediate and effective participation of the
ders of the principal sections of the Indian peOpIa"),
it did it really mean anything more?
he answer to this question could best be given by Cnpps'
elf. In the main, it boiled down to two issues: first, if
ers of Congress, the Moslem League and other I
came into the Viceroy’s Council, wouldthz&um&il
ne a Cabinet? Would the Viceroy, as chief tiv 3;
some undertaking that he would normally be gui
 the general will of a Council so constituted (assuming, 'ﬁ&
se, that it had a general will—which is not the same
thing as a majority vote)? Secondly, as the main immediate
~ task of the Government of India must be that ““of organising *
¢ to'the full the military, moral and material resources of India,” |
~ would the new Minister of Defence really have an effective
in the mobilisation of these resources? What would b&
m unction vis-#-vis the Commander-in-Chief, whose depart~ |
m;, hitherto, had been responsible for defence in all its ma
spects? Would the relations between the Minister fo

and the Commander-in-Chief in India be roughly |

. hqnivalegt to the relations between the Minister for War
1‘ md the Commander-in-Chief in England or in one' of tmq
ns?

‘t 'I‘u the first question Sir Staﬁ'ord Cripps, though he m A
in terms suggesting the formation of an immediate

M Government, could only refer his questioners tg4

2508& g
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n perhaps it deserved.
mmmawmm , having as a

s brought four or five leading members

mﬁeml Congress or of the Moslem League int

?Mlltakeanympthatdummmm
«Myaveidit But Indians are not easily co
,ugmu Thay;hmkthemlwahonﬁ

mmmmwmemn and some believe tha
being made to force them out when they resigned.
convinced that England really wants to see a res
1y, supported' by mass opinion, in charge of I
chief officers of Government at New Delhi n
of working with independent and perhaps
leaders with anything but uppmhewmm
( imlimd to think that any plausible e
elling w1th them and drivlngﬂ:mn out w&ﬂéﬁﬂ

the Sllb]wt of defence, Sir Stafford submitted a list
that would come under the Minister of I
nation (in contrast to the Minister of Defence,
: be the Commander-in-Chief). This Hst.
headings, was received by nationalist opinion
, of jeers, and was caricatured as putting
€ _charge of stationery, canteens and petrol. In
reception was inevitable. Although some
are indicated, such as Indian representatil
Group Supply Council, evacuation from t
eem&mzc w&rm%tﬁmsrmatthe'




= \ - | g TR .-l-' = 'r—;ﬁ
THE CRIPPS MISSION IN RETROSPECT . H‘g

~ April 10th, “A new Set of words meaning the old ﬂmg made
no difference.” 2
. Although in its final rejection of the plan, the Congrcﬂs j
Workmg Committee found grounds for strng objection to
- - ~e~uonds also, including the proposal to allow J]
several practically NAEPOIL. - “~ ka farmed in India,
and the refusal to recognise the right of the subjects vr e
. States to participate directly in the making of India’s free
Constitution, yet the decisive issue was the failure of the
| British Government to contemplate the immediate establish= ¥
ment of a #esponsible National Government, .as evidenced
by the cautious nature of the proposals about the constitution
- of the Viceroy’s Council, and the refusal to put the main
| responsibility for defence under a popular minister. A
The other parties found other reasons for rejecting t
an, most of them concerned with certain aspects of the plan .
or Indian freedom after the war, There is little doubt,
hawever, that if the Congress had accepted the plan (as it
very nearly did, in spite of its dissatisfaction), the Moslem
League in particular, and probably other groups, would hama-,&.
hastened to come in too. Mr. Jinnah’s paper Dawn
admitted this as recently as October 1943. So that the v
| thing that has to be decided is the issue between the Govern~ Govern- |
‘ment and the Congress. What can usefully be added hmtg
that?
First, the cleavage was a genuine one. It was not due «"
‘misunderstanding. The British Government was not
| to hand over the control of India at once to a N !
Goyvernment; nor was it willing seriously  to reduce the
authority of the Commander-in-Chief over defence policy.
&ﬁg there were strong reasons in favour of the British point af
England, in 9940 and 1941, had been nearer to a compw
and crushing defeat—Hitler himself spoke of “annihilati
| —than at any time in her history. Although Russia
America were both in the war now on the British side, the
rapid and continued advance of the Japanese in the Semhtg
Pacific showed that the war was by no means won yet,
Chinese were still struggling manfully; if the Japanese
successful in invading Eastern India the last posszbﬁt&
sending aid to the Chinese would disappear. Even if it x&
short-sighted not to have agreed to Indlan self-govemmg

» : y
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dmmmimmmmazym

over the government to men largely inexperien
of administration. Suchurmfcr

nhanin tauontothehpanmtoatucklmm.
.- , England had had a bi

having agents in Ireland, able to keep Berlin mﬂ .
British shipping movements and other British a

incalculable. Indian nationalists had again awd

their sense of the value of Irish precedent in d
%Whyshomdtheynm,iftheywthe
] examplé and declare themselves neuts

rlal

ehm it was true, had consistently written

gains thlerandFaacmn and the Axis. But
asawholendethhNehrulfhot!iedm

a in the war on the side of Britain and her Allies?

- Congres

e a number of his Congress colleagues bitterly
t all of them were by any means as much con
u himself was about the fate of Russia and Chin
e socialist wing of the Congress (which is still a min
much about Russia, and as for the Chinese, well,
e are also Asiatics, Might it not be better for
Asia, India included, to be unified under the

note western power as the English? A few years earl
as Bose, the Bengal leader, had been Congress Presid
d noisy following among the younger Congt
Gan;l:andhm colleagues had driven him out of the
ss Presidency, but he was still a powerful influence
Bsqaali nationalists, and to-day he was in

on behalf of the Axis. Who ceuld say wmi '
efCongressmen(evenoftanorkmg




been suceessfuﬂy resisted, till the transfer could be carr :
h without fear: that the inevitable dislocation of a
iod of transition would be used as an opBortunity for a
nese invasion?
India—nr ot lan-~e o = e vy COmmitiee—
auswered " No, we can wait no longer.”” And the reumni’""
n, precisely because we are at this historic moment. No
government, they reasoned, could ever make In@g..,
t the war was her war. Under the existing system,
might multiply, driven into the army by the growing =
omic distress; superficially, in industrial production and
- ways, Indla, with her vast resources of man DW
seem to be playing her part. But her enth\mam
stirred. At a moment when mighty issues in the rea
litics and morals were being fought out in the worl
under alien direction, was completely neutral in s@i&, 1
neariy indifferent than Ireland could ever be. It v
thing for her leaders to feel that at this climax of hi
were denied the direction of a great nation’s d
‘the war, but now, was the grand moment for

It is terrible if it is true. In my omnm tn
as a possession is to lose the battle.”

e, then, is the cause of the breakdown. The
was prepared to agree to a free, Indian-n
itution, even full Indian independence, at the end
war, but it was not prepared to surrender its control
completely while the Japanese were at the th ]
list India, as represented principally by Co

ppears inevitable. Yet agreement was very near
At one moment the majority of the
g Committee seem to have been ready to 2
A a near approach to agreement is a credit to the
'goodwill on both sides. But, again on both sides, ¢
f@w working against an agreement. In
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! Central Provinces, s swhichihe had
lier and that this personal intervention just
‘balance in the Working Committee. Sir Stafford
f apparently believes (or at one time
- But it is evidently false. In I )

knew nothing of what was mint
hi himlf’uiso repwmmeawmmfnmm
N!v € Opataci ‘ ’

ted that Mr. Rajagopalachari was absent from
ve session of the Working Committee when Mr Ga
age was delivered. The fact that Mr. Rajag
not noticed his own absence doed not disturb thm
g of falsehood. Presumably they would admit
wbeenm'csentmboéybutabsemmmind a




THE CRIPPS MISSION IN RETROSPECT
that they marked any advance on :
Independence at some date in the near fntm-e
of India~(if her parties could agree) to make her ov
ttmon, all this, he said, was implicit, eten if not q b
sn exnlicit, in earlier statements. The offer of August, 1940,
DIOUBLIL Gt trvasswssman o - ¥ Xanlom Tadona
to join the Viceroy’s Council, - Nothing was new.
, as a sincere friend of Indian freedom, ought not to
,aﬂaw’cd himself to be made the cats’-paw of the clever
mahsm in bringing such an offer to India at s

mw,.m,mswmwm ‘
thetxmeoftha(:nmw Hxsammde vas

bly work and vote for rejection of the offer. And
‘And it was rejected. What more needs to be
‘Gandhi’s responsibility? Actually, two things,
‘was not forcing an eager country to reject the oﬂ"er.
. been assured by Europeans who were in close t
1dian opinion that there was an almost audible sigh
" when the announcement was published that the p:
been rejected, so afraid was Indian opinion that |
d leadvzrs would be caught up in the toils of the B
nent machine. How odd it is to reflect that wi
people think themselves a bit stupid in p
prey to oriental subtlety, Indians think we are the
, and they the foolish innocents.
is possible that on the British side, too, there +
tant influences working against Crzpps Wh
ed the list of subjects for the Indian Defence
tment must surely have wanted to kill
dians often speak as if the “iron frame’ of
t machine in India has no will, no vohh 1
This is surely a mistake. Sometimes hig
pusanal wm—pewer with decisive e&m




GANDHI AND THE JAPANESE
have seen that Mr. Gandhi’s dissatisfaction with thQ Cri]

incredible amount of rubbish has been written
very writer on Indian affairs tries to *“‘explain® hin
of them seem to start out with some thesis which th
to mpmn by suitable quotations from his very num
The devil is said to be clever at quoting script
his own ends. Those who write about Gandhi
died the same art. Indeed, the tendency to divorce
context is as eagerly pursued by British pmpa
any theological controversialist. No one can.

‘Gandhi’s mind is easy to fanow. Tha gumt W
and is one o&&m«thm e ir
ds. But he would not dare to stand before tha
3 “I can tell you what Gandhi really means.”
s I can only say that I have attempted to follow

that language normally means what it says; to
‘weight to the general cumulative impression; bu
attention to passages that seem to contgadict the g
ion, and which, may possibly reveal some inner
of which m&he author himself may hardly
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GANDHI AND THE JAPANESE 2 z:fv‘

like many other political words, instantly sets up 4 reactm&""’
in the minds of most readers—especially non-pacifist readers
—which it is difficult to reason with. A *‘pacifist,” they think,
is a defeatist, a pro-Hitler - man, pro-Jap#hese, Qmslmg—-—

AL UIAL Basu s e, - =13 e aniba honeck

about it. He demanded the withdrawal of the British from
India, in order that India might fall like a ripe plum into the

_ Japanese. mouth. He was determined to bring about the

rejection of the Cripps offer, lest an Indian national govern=
ment should have to be formed, to wage totalitarian war
against Japan. For a man who had worked all his life for
Indian freedom and for non-violence, it was surely rather
hard to be faced with the prospect of India achieving her
freedom, her self-government, on purpose to mobilise her
whole energy for war. Even if he did not recognise it himself,
must he not have been subconsciously influenced by his
desire at all costs to keep India as far as possible out of 1
war? Let the bloodthirsty white men fight if they must, but
was it fair to ask peaceable India to take part in the conflict?
He, at any rate, could not be a party to such arrangements,
In the later part of this last paragraph there is a substratum
of truth; in the earlier part, quotatlons from his wriimgf :
will show, I believe, that there is no truth. Unfortunately
there is a species of political pacifism in the west which
caused people to assume that pacifists are pohucal n
or even perhaps pro-Axis, That is not Mr.. ]
Mr. Gandhi’s disapproval of many aspects of Brmsh rule NJ,
India has undermined his sympathy for England but he has
again and again insisted that his sympathy is with China and
Russia, not with the Axis. A few weeks before the outbreak -

- of the war, he wrote a strong letter to Hitler, as a kind of |

forlorn hope, jnsisting that if war came to Europe it would
be Hitler’s fault, and that he could prevent it if he would.
The letter was not acknowledged.

As to the Japanese, although for a time he seems to have
fallen into the error of supposing that if the British withdrew
their armies from India, the Japanese would probably IM
India alone (a fallacy to which his eyes were speedxly opened),
he consistently declared, as we shall see, that in his opjmm

n invasion of India by the Japanese would be an unmi d
ﬁvd for India, more disastrous for India than it could be f
England. Again and again he warned his fellow-countrym



&ppmim thakthnlmw bewemmi
deliverers.
s pmi*ﬁam does not mean nemahty.

M : ,
- Neutral otmdzmsm hsscmid mﬂ in a s
he sees that moral principles. are involved.
: seems the immense evils the world suffers
ary force is resisted by military force, has suggested
incredulous world that there might be some other
resisting aggression and other forms of tyrannical
n by counter-measures of violence. ‘Non-violent
3’ means just what it says: resistance, but without viol
d not be equated with non-resistance.
us see, then, how Mr. Gandhi, during the spring
r of 1942, proposed that India sh?uld meet the th

ounded the idea, as already noted, that if»the :
s withdrew from India “as they had to leave Sing
violent India would not lose anything. Probably "
se would leave India alone. Perhaps India, if the main
composed their differences as thcy probably
be able effectively to help China in the way of peace,
in the long run may even play a decisive part in the pr
otion of world peace.”” Moreover, if more soldiers
d to defend India, why not adopt the cheaper and easier
of fraining Indian soldiers instead of mpomng more
sh and Americans?
me of his readers were unable to follow him in this li
nent. He received letters asking, “Are you
g the Japanese to attack India by asking the
to withdraw?”* He replied (Harijan, May 3rd),
I feel convinced that the British Presence is is the
for the Japanese attack. If the British wisely W 5
w and leave India to manage her own affairs in th
' she could, the Japanese would be bound to recon-
plm» The very novelty of the smws
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ing with words that indicate his alternative method 4
1g a Japanese invasion. “Thapmma&%ﬂnhsb =
is an invitation to Japan to invade India.” Their J
removes the bait. Assume, howeve, that it does

, free. India will be better able to cope with the invasion
adulterated non.en ~e-- s ST O SREY

wu wiay 1/th he expresses his indignation at the hardships |
inflicted on the inhabitants of East Bengal by the * denial” * -‘
1 “boat-denial’’ policies of which more must be said m a
chapter. ‘“‘People in East Bengal may almost be regarded
amphibious. They live partly on land and partly on the
s of the rivers. They have light canoes which enable
m to go from place to place. For fear of the Japanese
the canoes, the people have been called upon to sur-
er them. For a Bengali to part with his canoe is almost
> parting with his life. = So those who take away his canoe,
regards as his enemy.” y ‘ 5
And then follows the comment: ““Great Britain has to win

- war. Need she do so at India’s expense? Shouki she
o ?!9

jill not want to invade India, their prey having gone.

 is equally likely that they will want to invade India in o
her ports for strategic purposes” (he seems to be |
ng to recognise that it is a world-war, not just Japan
England). “Then, I would advise the people to do the
thing that I have advised them to do now, viz., offer 4

, if the British withdraw and people here follow my
then non-co-operation will be infinitely more effective
n it can be t8-day, when it cannot be appreciated for the
ent British action going on side by side.” Again, the same
“If the whole of India responded and unanimously
it (non-violent non-co-operation) I should show that,
shedding a single drop of blood, Japanese arms or
7 combination of arms can be sterilised. That involves
determination of India not to give any quarter on any
whatsoever and to be ready to risk loss of several |
llion lives.” What Gandhi is saying appears to be tl
e Japanese invade India, and if the whole nation goes



 strike amdnﬁxnsmﬁwfham mmi’m and
‘to bederrorised even if the Japanese shoot down millio
er to try and force India to work for her—if we can
, their i invgsion will be paralysed. Tt will fail, -
India may not be prepared for such courageous a
But that doubt does not lead him to doubt the eﬁm
 sustained “‘strike” of a whole nation. 7 “
; In answer to further questions, he admits that, under e
\ inx{ﬁlercumstanees, he cannot advise India to help either s
in war: “If I can convert India to my view > he
“there would be no aid to either side; but my sympa
ndoubtedly in favour of China amm 1 use
;mymmal support was entirely with Britain, I am v
to have to confess that to-day my mind refuses to §
" moral support. British behaviour towards India has
me with great pain. . . . And, therefore, though I do
wish any hurmhanon to Bntmn--and, thareﬁon, ]
——~mymmdrefuses to give her any mo; ‘
ain: “Both America and nmm_m b
msam in this war, unless they put their own houses in
while making a fixed determination to withdraw their
and power from Africa and Asia, and remove
They have no nght to talk about prot

mﬂlthacankero’fwhnesupermty estroyed i
Next week he writes more explxcntly t Ot’ cours
must not, on any account, lean on the Japanese to get rid
British Power. That were a remedy worse than
disease.” Further, “I am trying to wean the people f
their hatred (of the British) by asking them to develop the
strength of mind to invite the British to withdraw and at the
_same time to resist the Japanese. With the British withd
the incentive to welcome the Japanese goes, ®nd the stre;
; in securing British withdrawal will be used for stemn |
Japanese inroad. I endorse C. R.’s (Mr. Rajagopamﬂ
’s) proposition that the millions of India can resist the
e even without the possession of arms, modern
nt, if they are properly organised. I differ from
he says that this can be done even when the British
~operating.” This was in answer to a correspondent
that if Mr. Gandhi were not so much out of touch:
blic opinion, living at Wm, m “wmld not

' 4

* 1“‘-&,@ r_n‘-;_.-,{;:» i
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resisting the Japanese as you do. For the dislike of the Blitish 5‘
is so sreat that the man in the street is ready to welcdme thc |

apanese.’ ‘?

A week later (June 7th) he writes: *Pandit gNehru told me

yﬁterday that he heard people in Lahore and Delhi saying

that I have turned pro-.Tapanese I could only laugh at the

~ suggestion, for, if I am sincere in my passion for freedom, I

5 hvolve India in the position of merely changmg masters

~ In the same week he publishes the following question and

 answer: “Q. Is it a fact that your present attitude towards

ﬁagland and Japan is influenced by the belief that you think

~ the British and the Allies are going to be defeated in the war?

It is necessary that you clear the position in this respect. A

. very lmportant leader in the Congress thinks like that and he

. says that he is sure because he has this knowledge from his

~ personal talks with you.” “A. T wish you could have given *

me the name of the leader. Whoever he is, I have no hesita- |

. tion in saying that it is not true. On e contrary, I said

. only the other day in Harijan that the isher was hard to
beat. He has not known what it is to be defeated. . . . - But

* I have said in my talk for the past twelve months and more
that this war was not likely to end in a decisive victory fm‘ *|
any party. There will be peace when the exhaustion point i

reached. This is mere speculation. Britain may be favou

by Nature. She has nothing to lose by waiting. And with |

~ America as her ally, she has inexhaustible material reso ;

Md scientific skill. This advantage is not available to any

" of the Axis Powers. Thus, I have no decisive opinion about

" the result of the war.” 3

. On June 14th he answers questmns about the relationship of q

g i&m desired Indian National Government to the United Nations.

Assuming that the National Government is formed,” he

. writes, “and if it answers my expectations, its first act would

~ be toenter into a treaty with the United Nations for defensive. ’%
P Gllei'atmns against aggressive powers, it being common sense
F" that India will have nothing to do with any of the Fascist
~ Powers and India would be morally bound to help the United
| ° Nations.” From further replies it seems clear that by ““defen~
o sive operations” he is thinking chiefly of the defence of China,
E- & means other than resort to slaughter*’—for, if he has his
India will have disbanded her army, and will use only




mmm mm% £y

g m!violent nwthadsufdafm Also, he hopes the Nati
| Goverament will “use all its power, prestige and resous
p’. . . towards bringing about world peace. But of course,
‘he adds, “aftgr the formation of the National Government
| my voice may be a voice in the wilderness and national In
may g0 war-mad.” :
s “s;me week an mtervnewvnth some American Joumam
_is reporfed. The salient passage seems to be that if the
British will not withdraw their forces, *India’s non-violenge
~ can at best take the form of silence—not obstructmg t
| British forces, certamly not helping the Japanese.“
. A later reply in the same interview is import:
“‘Remember,” says Gandhi, “I am more interested than tI
British in keeping the Japanese out. For, Britain’s defeat
n Indian waters may mean only the loss of India, but if Japan
ms India loses everything.” (Gandhi s italics.) ,_

e of the Allied troops. The reg.som for this are m

; clear. Nehru had had long conversations with him, and ]
- so had Rajagopalachari and others who disapproved of tﬁf

pinn One reason he himself gives in answer to another
* American journalist (Harijan, June 21st): “I do not want them
- to go,” he says, “on condition that India becomes entirely
free. I cannot, then, insist on their withdrawal, because I
to resist with all my might the charge of inviting Japan

 to India.” Another answer to this journalist perhaps revcak 5
- one of the overmastering reasons for the line Gandhi and his

B

- grores (400 millions) of people should have no say in this
~war. If we have the freedom to play our part, we can arrest
» march of Japan and save China.” To be,a great people,
th one of the most profound cultures yet evolved on this
th, and yet to have no say in this momentous struggle,
be thought unfit to have a say! That is the bitter pill to
sensitive Indian, the unbearable insult. He must some- j
prove that he is worthy of this hour, and he can only

ssible; or,ifthbfmedomtotakehxsowna&ionis de
then, perversely if you id:e, his action will inevit

et e h%ik Saliddial.
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between him and his destiny. And so, here vm
again, still in the same interview: “If the Japanese
the Allies to retire from JIndia to a safer base, I cannof
ay that the whole of India will be up ip arms against |
panese. I have a fear that they may degrade themselves
ome Burmans did. I want India t6 oppose Japan to a
If India was free she would do it, it would be a new
~faman +n her in twentv-four hours her mind would be 3
ged. All partics WOUIQ UICIL ave ao v ameee

e independence is declared to~day, 1 have no doubt India

es a powerful ally . . . I say that if the war is to be
ely won, India must be freed to play her part to-day.
no flaw in my position. I have arfived at it after %
rable debating within myself. I am doing, nethma ;-
hurry or anger. There is not the slightest room in me for

earlier bhndness in his demand for withdrawal of ﬂ‘u -
troops. Somehow, in confessing his mxstake, he hardly
to face the enormity of the change involved in his own
n. “There was obviously a gap in my first wﬁtm;," !
says. ““I filled it in as soon as it was discovered by one
‘my numerous interviewers.”” [But surely it was some:
e than a mere gap!] “Non-violence demands the stri
cost what it may. The public have, therefore,
my weakness, if weakness it may be called. I ¢
be guilty of asking the Allies to take a st&p which w
certain defeat—I could not guarantee fool-p: . :
lent act.xon to keep the Japanese at bay. /

dcemed necessary by the Allies to remain in India -
ent Japanese occupation, they should do so, subject to
conditions as may be prescribed by the National Govern~

ﬂm may be set up aﬁer the Brmsh withdrawal.” A

&



~on the unwmted A T thn we would

- mere mon-violent effort in keeping off the Japanese.”
~  again, in the same number: “It has been pointed out
. not to consent to the Allied troops remaining in India di
¥ the period of%he war is to hand over India and China t
' . Japan, and to ensure the defeat of the Allied Powers. This
i «could never have been contemplated by me. The only answer,
| therefore, to give was to the presence of the tro

but under circumstances the reverse of the . .
- will remain under the permission of Free India, and not at

the role of masters but of friends.”
Finally, on.July..18th, he wrote his. appeal *“To
v . This needs to be quoted at some length,

~ opening sentence is blunt enough, “I must confess at
& outset that though I have no ill-will against you, Lintensely
~ dislike your attack upon China. From your lofty height
you have descended to imperial ambition.”
“g’ter speaking of the various ways in which, in early li..‘.'e,
ad learnt ‘“‘to prize the many. excellent qualities of yout
‘nation,” he continues:
“In the background of these pleasant recollections, I
: grieve deeply as I contemplate what appears to me to be your
. ttack against China, and, if reports are to be
L‘&, d, your merciless devastation of that great and ancient
 land. - ¥ >
“It was a worthy ambition of yours to take equal rank with
F"‘the Great Powers of the world. Your aggression against
China and your alliance with the Axis Powers was surely an
unwarranted excess of that ambition. =
|+ “Ishould have thought that you would be proud of the fact W
| that that great'and ancient people, whose old classical literature
~ you have adopted as your own, are your neighbours. Your
erstanding of one another’s history, tradition, literature,
} aﬂmmd bind you as fnonds rather than make you the enemies
you are to-day.
- “If I was a free man, and if you allowed me to come to
our country, frail though I am, I would not mind risking
health maybe my life, to come to your country to plead C
A from the wrong you are doing to
- : .therefore, to yourself.
tr *‘.'But I emny no sus;h freedom, And we are in the uniqu;
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s than yours and Nazism. Our resistance to it does®not

i harm to the British people. We seck to convert*them,

ars is an unarmed revolt against British rule. An important.

y in the country is engaged in a deadly but fgendly quarrel
!‘Wh the foreign rulers. '

“But in this they need no md from Forexgn Powers. You

TAVC ULl Baivwrvay —ee T e wan ara that we

& mwe chosen this particular moment to embarrass the Auies

your attack against India is imminent. If we wanted to

one it as soon as the war broke out nearly three years ago.
“Our movement demandmg the withdrawal of the British
from India should in no way be nusunderstood In

ould Ieave you no excuse for any attack on India. Moreover,
; reported profession sorts ill with your ruthless aggression

“ would ask you to make no mistake about the fact that
will be sadly disillusioned if you believe that you will

~ the movement for British withdrawal is to prepare India by
- making her free for resxstmg all militarist and imperialist
ambition, whether it is called British Imperialism, German

wim the offer of Free Indlas w1lhngness to let the
retain their troops in India. The offer is made in order to
. prove that we do not in any way mean (o harm the Allied
cause, and in order to prevent you from being misled into
feeling that you have but to step into the country that Britain
| has vacated. Needless to repeat that if you cherish any such
idea and will carry it out, we will not fail in resisting you with
~ all the might tht our country can muster. I address this
R@ppeal to you in the hope that our movement may even
| influence you and your partners in the right direction and
:'-féeﬁect you and them from the course which is bound to end
in your moral ruin and the reduction of human beings to
_robots.
' than that of response from Britain, I know that the British
| are not devoid of a sense of justice and they know me. I
I do not know you enough to be able to judge. All I have read

Britain’s difficulty into our opportunity, we should have

“The hope of your response to my appeal is much fainter

o ol

@.

A

e a willing welcome from India. The end and aim of -~

_4,—‘

Nazism, or your pattern. ... Our appeal to Britain is coupled



r cruelly

= harightchordmywrhsam Anyway, I have an
~ faith in the r pemwmsnfhumnn&hare On the s
- of that faith I have conceived the impending movement
India, and it is ﬂxa_t faith which has pmmpted this @
t&.;mu.”
| The reader may be left to draw his own conclusxons
; thme quotations. But somethmg must be added in com
. tary on the White Paper, *“Congress Responsibility for
 Disturbances, 1942-43,” *‘published with authority,” i
 which Mr. Gandhi’s writings are freely quoted, and in w
~ the anonymous author atterapts to interpret the workings
Gandhi’s mind. In some places he seems to be ver

_quite misunderstood and misrepresented him. A
rations may be taken

: ndhi’s writings in Haryan “It (the movement against ]
British Government) will be a movement which will be
~ by the whole world. It may not interfere with the movem
. of British troops, but it is sure to engage British attention.
i ~comment is made on this passage, but the word *
italicised, and we are not informed that it was n
talicised in the original. We are left to assume tlmt
ics are Mr. Gandhi’s own.
On page 12 this identical passage is quomd again, a
‘with the word “may’’ italicised. Once agam, there is no
fx immediate comment, but the reader’s mind is bound to be
influenced by the repetition, and by the sight of the w
: "may" in italics twice. So that when at the bottom c;f ]
- next page he reads that Mr. Gandhi was evidently plan ini
~ a mass movement to include “strikes andethe stoppage
/mﬂways, and possibly- interference with British troop move-
~ ments” he naturally accepts this as a fair deduction. -
w 17, the writer goes a step further, and speaks of *
. Gmdhi‘s expressed preparedness, if necessary, to inter
th the working of the railways and the movement of troops.”
is no other relevant quotation. All depends on
Vﬁﬂe word “may,” and it§ interpretation. No other
~ is quoted on the subject. Is i pmmmm “msy 2 m:l
. deliberate ambiguity? Or is mg 3 =
L - . > ™

ir'.
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mav.” my hos@ess wﬂl know thm it is @t:iii
G L. ~o~ weavent us: but there is stil
a pﬂa&blhty But if I say: ~NU, wo meay o
** with the stress, if anywhere, on the “not;” W
know that “we” are under orders not to ¢
expression ““may not,” so used, is even stronger than
on ‘“must not.” It is not ‘a special order given
only, it is some special rule or law that would
d if we tried to come. :
| that, in fact, is what Mr. Gandhi has sa.ld about i
e with troops, as is shown both by the context of o
passage and by his repeated use of the word “may”
sense on other occasions. The particular passage
mm atalk with an American )ourna.kst j

( Anmm and Allied troops can opemte from India
Grover pertinently asked. 3
“I do,” said Gandhi. “It will be only then that you
real co-operation, Otherwise, all the effort yo
fail. Just now, Ema;n is having India’s resc

% think Tndia in control mtcrfam with Allied
! Japan’s aweswm o

tégo,enwn&iﬁanmatmdmbemmmy
mmmmmm




,m Eor Mr Gandhi’s teudency to use the oxpmswa £

” ag the strongest possible prohibition, here is a

ple. On May 24th, ﬁlscussing the rights and w

scorched earth” policy in case of Japanese inva:
“1 think it is ruinous, suicidal, and unne
India believes in non-violent non-co-operation ‘
And the Russian and Chinese examples make

1 to me. If some other country resorts to methoc

1 consider to be inhuman, I may not follow them.’
ords, the-moral law forbids it: that is the force of

, the:
expression “may not”, as opposed to *“must
normally indicates that some human will or omu

invoked to forbid the proposed action.
is true that in modern English the expression “may M@;

v rarely used in this sense, as implying a moral prohi
habitually say “must not.” Perhaps that is because,
‘west, we no longer believe in moral absolutes: we o

d to men’s commands.

It may be objected, however, that if this'is the only

'g on such an important subject, some other

Gandm s intentions just as the writer of the White
: Did Mr. Gandhi say nothing else on the subject?
did; and what he said bears out this 1merpmﬁm
not” passage. Thus, only a week before (Ju
some other correspondents were mtmibm_ 1
owing passage occurred: * $o,” said Mr. Gandhi, **
-violence can at best take the fmmof silence—not o
itish forces, certainly mh«lm#hmues

t}w
t helping the Brmsh'?"
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~ ““Aren’t you, then, helping the British by leaving the Mms d
and the railways alone?” asked Mr. Belldon. | 7
o ¢ indeed. That is our non-embarrassment pahcy i, |
i Hae is another example of White Paper misunderstanding.
- “It is no coincidence,” says the writer, “tha® at the same ¥
~ time as Mr. Gandhi was developing his *Quit India’ themein
" Harijan, he was also inveighing against any form of scorched
earth nolicv (Mr Clondhi’la aalinléscda oo
pootargely industrial property be it noted which it mlght have
- been necessary to deny to the enemy, contrasts sirangely
h his readiness to sacrifice countless numbers of Indians
non-violent resistance to the Japanese. The property must
saved; it is perhaps legitimate to ask—For whom?)”.
F t a single quotation is adduced to justify this attack. t
- us see what in fact Mr. Gandhi did say about a ‘“‘scorched
» earth” policy. Actually we have seen something about it
Iready. We have seen him denouncing the ‘“boat-denial”
icy, which had already been enforced (are the country-
pats of the peasants ‘‘industrial property?”). He had also
ken strongly (June 14th) about ‘“‘thousands of villagers
o are being summarily asked to vacate their houses and
: elsewhere, for the site of their homes is needed by the
~ military.” We have also seen-that he repudiates a “scorched
-qa‘rth” policy in general because it is “inhuman,” Taking si'
- T“&at passage alone it would be natural to assume that Mr. ‘f
 Gandhi, when he spoke of “scorched earth” was thinking of o
' scorched earth—he has a very literal mind—or, if you like, of ‘m

| the destruction of crops, trees, animals, farm-buildings, no
B of “industrial property.” But in faét he was more explicit.
' 2 ‘Eﬁe question put to him (May 24th) was in this form: “Would

advise non-violent non-co-~ operatlon against ‘scorched
~earth’ policy? Would you resist the attempt to destroy
‘sources of foods and water?” The questioner is evidently
WMg of Government orders to peasants to evacuate, of
possible plans to make the countryside uninhabitable before
E'ﬂze Japanese land. Mr. Gandhi’s reply, as aiready quoted,
| shows his strong objection to any such policy, in spite of the . &
# Chinese and Russian examplés, and he says: “A time may

m when I would certainly advise it*>—i.e. non-co-operation

mmt measures for making the countryside uninhabitable.
,' the questioner then goes on: “But what about factories— A
ially factories for the manufacture of munitions?™ =




ﬁrmdy seen from the quotations given i‘n_%

mr week he had been preaching that themmmt’ t
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SB‘VBRAL of the passages quoted in tNe 1ast vamap.. g
primarily intended to throw light on Mr. Gandhi’s attitude to
Japanese, have shown that during the second quarter of
he was meditating some sort of operation against the
h Government. He talks at one moment about how
can resist the Japanese if they invade the country; at
next of how India may resist the British Government. To
1, British and Japanese are alike at least in this, that they
ear as aliens, the one dominating the country, the other
‘threatening to dominate, whereas he holds that India should
B herself and that the transfer of power into Indian hands
g" long overdue and can be postponed no longer. It is not
v y for an Englishman to transplant himself into this mental
‘atmeosphere: but it is important to make. the effort, for it is
only Mr. Gandhi’s mind, but the mind of nearly every
B lian, prince or peasant, Hindu or Moslem or Christian,
‘-wsn though many, in speaking to an Englishman, may seek
hide it. To us in England to-day, it seems axiomatic that

- man who does anythmg to embarrass the war-effort of

| 3 &ﬁwﬁd of the Axis. But this is not the way things appear to
Indians. A few, including presumably a good many

ment servants-—though even they suffer from the
ﬁmdzd mind-—also many of the Liberals, Mr. Rajagop@achari

ind up to a point Jawaharlal Nehru, do regard the struggle

;htween the Unised Nations and the Axis as paramount; and

. they are prepared to temper their patriotism, to subotdmace it
. if necessary for the time being, in order to concentrate on the

§‘ Indians, India (whether Hindustan or Pakistan) is still
centre of the picture; her freedom, her immediate freedom,

k= ia the paramount necessity. If Britain will not give way, she
I must be forced to give way. If Japan tried to take India asa&
" po , to supersede Britain, she too must be resisted. A
d illustrauun of this mentality is to befouud in the argument

man must either be pro-Axis or pro-United Nations. -

United Nations, it is assumed in England, must be at heart

- supreme object of defeating the Axis.  But to the vast majority |
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nse(f by one of India’s nationalist leaders in favour of a pro- -
Britisi policy. “If we side with the British,” he is repo:tkd 0
¢ to -have said, “we side with a waning power, and soon the
British will wighdraw and we shall be free. If we side with the
Japanese, we side with a waxmg power. If the Japanese come,
we shall begin all over again with a new imperial dommatinn. :
which may subject us for another hundred and fifty years.” = |
Both Gandhi and Nehru (and for that matter Jinnah too),
share this point of view to some extent, though they seem to
reach their conclusions by different routes. Each man has j
been struggling with a dilemma, but the two dilemmas are not
the same. Gandhi’s dilemma has been something like this. ‘
- On the one side he did not want to embarrass the British

: if he could help it, nor do anything that might favour the \

E vinced ‘that the continued rule of India by the British (and |

Japanese. But on the other hand, he has for long been con-

~ let no one raise the objection that British rule has almost ﬁﬂ

- India but equally for England, and for the British reputation
'o‘ in the world. He believes that if England would really part

with power in India, and part with it so unequivocally that

| disappeared from India, for it hasn’t) is bad not only for %
)
A

¥

the people of America and China and Europe could su_g
that it was a genuine act, the moral effect on the whole world,
even on the Axis Powers, would be so immense that the true
victory, the victory of freedom, would be thereby secured.
So he insisted that drastic action must be taken to convince |
the British people that the time had come: India must be free,
and free now. By forcing the issue he believed that he was
acting as the best friend of the British people and of the
Allied cause. He would rid them of a moral burden.
Nehru seems to have reached the same point by a rather ,,“
different mental process. To him the defeat of the Axis is a
_ vital necessity. In the late 1930°s he watched®he appeasement .
poﬁcy of the Chamberlain Government with the gravest
' suspicion; but it was just what he would expect of an imperial- i
. ist power. The domination of Imperial Britain might be less *‘
. disgusting in its methods than the domination exercised by
. Fascist Ita]y and Nazi Germany over their victims. 23
¥ (!cminaﬁon, in his view, was all of one genus, even though | ﬁ
there might be distinct species. When Britain declared war
‘on Nazi Germany in 1939 he had hoped that it represented
a real swing away frm the “pro-Fascist” bhasc of w

. ‘.‘- sl ; ‘ié
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policy—so signally witnessed by British vacillations ovet the
- Italian invasion of Abyssinia and still more by her -
~ Franco policy during the Spanish war. T=- _. «st of this
~ change would be ‘the British ~“*" __ v India.q If the British
Government wae ., converted to the cause of human
free”~ .oy would quickly hand over power in India to a
ational Government. But the cautious Government state-
| ment of 1939, the language used in the offer of August, 1940,
| indeed the yhole trend of British war policy in India, convinced
_him more and more that there was no real change. He
- perhaps agrees with Lowell: ““Sermon thru, an’ come to du,
. why, there’s the old J. B., a-crowdin’ you an’ me.”
b What could be done about it? Again and again civil dis-
& obedience was considered. In the autumn of 1940 a movement
. was started, but on a deliberately restricted scale, as a gesture
| rather than as an effort to interfere with British power.
Individuals courted arrest by making anti-war speeches.
t This was the so-called “non-embarrassment’ policy. It
 achieved little, and petered out by the end of 1941. Then °
~ came Cripps, a personak friend of Nehru, who was prepared,
L both on that ground and on Cripps’s political record, to give bl
is proposals favourable consideration. But he did not like
. them; they fell far short of his demand; and he concluded
| that the British Government, in spite of Cripps, had still not
| changed its mind.
|  What next? On'the one side, the Japanese must not be
_encouraged; but on the other hand, as such men as Nehru
saw it, the British were exhibiting the inevitable weaknesses
of an imperialist power. By contrast with the heroic and
successful resistance of the Russians and the Chinese, in spite
of their lack of equipment, a resistance inspired by the united
vill of free peoples, the British, unsupported by any local
nthusiasm, had®made a mess of things in Malaya and Burma,
1d the same mess was bound to happen if the Japanese attacked
dia. Nehru was convinced that the British could not
fend India; they were, in his view, inefficient, inept and
tainly lacking the ardent support of any considerable
ion of the people. “It is a people’s war,” called out a
munist interrupter at a meeting Nehru was addressing in
bay. ‘“Go and ask the people,” retorted Nehru, ‘““they
: think so.” But it must be turned into a people’s war
Japanese were to be successfully resisted. How? By



wouldnotaxveupthnirmum

ed to surrender it. But could it be done?

of his coljeagues apparently believed that 1twu1d
rkers in essential war factories and on the

a general strike, and would refuse to Mfmd

of the army would mutiny, or wmﬂdu
lrmmznm demand for an immediate Nat
farNchmknewthathewaspopuhrin

,andthusonly,lflammterpreunghlm
blpem some hours explaining his -

4 -would[ndiabefmtop]ayawthy

ia and China.

Thus, travelling along different r 1
‘as often before, found that their paths
~ tolead the Congress into a full movement of Civxl Disobe
iuhe summer of 1942,
~ Up to the end, Nehru seems to ha.ve recogmsed the
: \hr Mr. Gandhi has himself recorded that “he fought 2
 position with a passion which 1 have no words to describe.
the logic of facts overwhelmed him.”
On. July 14th, the Congress Workmg Committee, w  h
. at Wardha, Mr. Gandhi in attenfance, puhhshnd
ution calling on the British Government to withdraw a:
over authority in India to *‘a provisional gove m 1
entative of all important sections ofthepeopleof

nbly can be convened in order to prepare a Con
ille Government ‘of India, acceptable to all sections
le. Representatives of free India and r@presentatives
Britain will confer together for the adjustment of futur

S and for the co-operation of the twu coﬂﬁrhﬂ
Mibriah

. M state of affairs involying a progressive deteric
n in mmmnmmmammﬁnmiﬂ
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since 1920, when it adopted non-violence as part of

licy, for the vindication of political rights and Ifberty.

2 wxdespm\d s&mh:mldmmbbhmmme .
hip of Mahatma Gandhi.”

I pnbhcatwn of this resolution caused a considerable
ation in India. Some of Mr. Gandhi’e =" | . arygan
indicated his A=t~ " ___ .y get some drastic change of

__.wou relations in the’near future; but he had assured
piddle of June that he was not expecting to court =
sonment in the near future. He seemed to suggest that  *
some quite different form of action in mind. As ﬁ
o)

on-various occasions of Lord Linlithgow as a

and as it was Popularly believed that they liked each

er, it had seemed probable that before taking any definite

y he would seek an interview with the Viceroy. Perhaps

still not too late. An Indian Christian (one who had
past year or two been working for a Gandhi-Jinnah ‘l

- t) accompanied me at once to Mr. Gandhi’s home at

, and we asked him if he was willing even now to

Congrm Committee (a much larger body consis
eral hundred members). Meanwhile, if he could neo
Viceroy much might happen. He had been tellingﬁﬁu
nalists that “there was no room left for negotiation,”
;mdinesstodmcmsthmgswnhtheVmoyseemede
g. . But he decIared himself as confident that thm

peaking ctwlm time. By “no room for negotiation,”™
sppmiy meant that it must be real freedom,” nothing
; no room for a compromise, no room for half-meaxmm
did not mean no room for conversations. If he fonnd; B
hoped, that Lord Linlithgow was genuinely anxious to
over effective power to a National Government, whether

ily Congress or primarily Moslem League, there need
no serious difficulty. Short of that, the Congress was
mwwmmmefmdm :d‘

v';' a
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too, when he spoke of “open rebellion,” could he r

the Vnceroytotalktohxmamiablyinthetmof
a threat? Mr. Gandhi, no doubt, would have argued that it
was not a thigat, only a provisional statement of mten:tfm ;
like massing the police along a thoroughfare before an import=
ant procession takes place. He has always believed in th
kind of disconcerting candour. But if he had been se:
| intending to come to an understanding with the Vici
ﬁ ‘wounld it not have been better to approach him before
y mon was published rather than after? To be
& found he got much greater concessions from

v

e w‘“ﬁ’!’i‘:‘*

—
a0

. and England when he was obviously threatening them L,
5 - “his German predecessors got when tHty were unarmed and *
" unable to threaten. But the positions are hardly par
- and one does not expect Gandhi to act like Hitler.

minformed of Mr. Gandhi’s desire to meethim,Mo ,
~ no response. The Government had evidently made up ifs
- mind that the Congress, and Mr. Gandhi in particular, had
'.1 * decided on a struggle. They waited to see if the protests of
- . various moderates would have any effect; but the resoluti
&‘ in a slightly modified form, including the outline of a p
gramme for world order, was ratified by an overwhelmi
majority, and thereupon the Government, without waiting fo
" the letter which Mr. Gandhi had announced that he wo
. write to the Viceroy, struck at once and arrested Mr. Gar
= and all the Congress leaders.
- Itwason Sundaymomng,ththhofAumst,M e e
~ of the arrests spread .across India. In the Prayer
~ gospel for that morning, the tenth Sunday after Trir
- occurred the words: “If thou hadst known, even thou,
least in this thy day, the things which belon! unto thy p
bm now they are hid from thine eyes They shall not le

ﬁm of thy visitation.” Did any faint echo: of those wordt
~ reach the Viceroy’s ears, on that Sunday morning, in the great
.diﬁce which Imperial Britain has built among the mlns of




s * B
just as on every other day. Yet Viceroys and their secrefhries
are human beings. Reasons of State and high polily, the
necessity of upholdinig law and order, the need to keep an
outward semblance of unity in the face of the Jgpanese threat,

W necessity of the step (if Gandhi claimed that he had waited

" and moderation to assert themselves in the minds of 'the
e« Congress ““high command ™ ?) perhans the contrallars of Tet:-
ceny pwwovw 1ur @ OMmMeENt that Sunday mornin

and whispered inaudibly, ‘I wonder what the end of it all
b&.‘ . .. If thou hadst known, even thou, the things which
to thy peace!”

ome such thoughts may well have passed through the
gﬁ of those who were living in the Viceregal Lodge at New
D For those who were living in the highways of India,

who twenty-four hours ago were openly criticising
dhi and the Congress, there came almost fiercely (but
Indians seem hardly to know what ferocity means) the words:
his is the end. No more peace after this. The last hope
f Indo-British understanding is shattered.”
Mr. Gandhi had used some strange language in his statements
ust before the conflict began. “‘This,” he had said, ““is open
rebellion.” “If, in spite of all precautions rioting does take
: ~ to handle the movement gently, but I would not hesitate to
- go to the extremest limit, if I find that no impression is produced
on the British Government or the Allied Powers.” Finally,

ions immediately suggest to the western ear, accustomed
B ‘mpressmns about non-violence in which they are wrapped are

‘or who has lived in the atmosphere of his mind—as
~ millions in India have done—they must appear in quite another
- light. A systematic breach of the law, however non-violent,

- is obviously “open rebellion.” And it is Mr. Ganghi’s way

toanﬂnspadoaspade. I{ehatessuhtetfugxeandp;mw

%
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- place, it cannot be helped.” ‘I shall take every precaution

call to the country was in the words, “Do or die.” Such

‘only to battles in which both are armed, that Mr. Gandhi was
really mcxtmg fis followers to violence, and that all the

but a thin cloak. To anyone who has been a careful followeu‘r_&:
61’ Mr. Gandhi’s speeches and writings over a number of years, -

: . Asto the rioting that may break out, he has had long expemue 3

SIS

=l e

~ had driven them to this step. In spite of the obvious political |

= long enough, had not they, too, waited and waited for reason

‘the voice we heard was unmistakable. Even from the lips ofa

o L L
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ﬁw ttndems. as soon as twm afﬁamm
and demonstration which was a model of ¢
S andres!ramx Next day they organised furthet
demonstrations. ‘But the police were ordered to

s. The authorities of the university gbt prmin
from the police and tried to dissuade the s
indignantly rejected the proposal that they m
their procession. Such cowardly conduct w
hy of their leader; had he not anticipated just
ation when he had said, “Do or die?” They must
proceed wi eir procession: if the police o
they must die, die the death of the hero of non-
o is prepared to be killed but not to kjll. And
. After the shooting, disorder broker out, but n
~ This may not have been typical; it may be, e :
I was not exactly informed: all I am sure is that my .
int, who was in a responsible position in the city
e, believed it to be a true account of what b
ny case, it is certainly the kind of thing Mr.
ting, when he said: “Do or die.” If he,
ill or die,” he would have said “Kill or die.”
‘may not appreciate the difference, but India does.
- About these expressions, strong as they are, there wou ¢
‘much misunderstanding in India. But there is a
one of his innumerable unrchearsed interviews,
an.on August 25th, 1940, which 1 find it hard to fo!
been reported as saying that in his
resistance to the German onsiaugit in the av
might be considered almost non-violent. |
wer asks him why, if that is so, he should dis
) of the Congress Working Commmm
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vould you call the mouse vwlmt? In the same %
the. Poles to stand valiantly against the Germanh
y su T in numbers,. military equipment and s
‘almost non-violent. I should not mind grepeating ¢
ent over and over again. You must give its full vam
the word ‘almost.’ But we are 400 millions here. If
- were to otgamse a big army and prepare ourselves to ﬁght‘ Y
gn aggression, how could we by any stretch of imagination
ourselves almost non-violent. let alone non_vinlant?
— eew ~vs prupaivu USISEIL LOAT WAY, She would constitute g
greatest menace to world peace.” ” o
\Ithough it is very clear that Mr. Gandhi is here pleading
the militarisation of India and warning his hearers
drawing analogies for India from what he has said
it Poland, yet even so the argument about Poland seems
far-fetched. Perhaps this was.in part because he was
rmed as to the extent of Polish armament. But.surely
n-violénce is an attitude of mind, not a matter of weakne;ss ’é
strength. If I resist the attack of an enemy with s
1 weapons as I have, the fact that my weapons are
‘not make me either non-violent or almost non-violent. “
" I stand unarmed, and can say quictly and confidently to ..,5
assailant, “Do what you will,” or even, “Thou couldst
no power against me except it were given thee from
ve"»«ithat, surely, is the only wholly non-violent response
ion. Perhaps, after all, Mr. Gandhi was only trying
iﬂ&ist that there are stages in the development of a non-
attitude; even the courage to stand and wave a feeble,
defiance is one step higher than running away, And
%w&s written in 1940, so it has nothing to do thth%
gress Resolution of August, 1942,
- Although I do not believe the language he used before his
: was und@stood by any of his followers to mim a4y
3¢ in his or the official Congress attitude concern
1ce, the issue of violence or non-violence is not the
&nd a great deal of humbug has been written about

of nan-vmlent political action, has as they
y led his people into a violent rebellion a
rule. But it does not lie with them to express h
violence. Has any one of them espoused the cause ¢
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Siolence, or even beg\m to i what difficulties
mmn nature and in the present structure of society lie
% p?ll of any man who tries to use non-violent'methods of |
polmc actio If we Quakers venture to question some of Lo
Mr. Gandhi’s expressions we can at least claim that we too + |
are trying to find ways of activity without violence. Some of 3
~ us in 1940 began to face the possibility of coming under Nazi |
. tyranny. How could we live (or if ﬂecessary die) under that
~ tyranny without violent resistance to it, but without submission ,
and acquiescence? The Christian people of subject Europe
dre to-day heroically exploring this perilous path.” “Do or
- die” is their motto; and to some of them death has come. wi
But it does mot he with those who are urging the subject ¥
populations of Europe to sabotage their overlords and rise -
. in armed revolt to turn round and express moral indignation
. that similar methods ¢ been employed in India,
" The real issue is much simpler. Was it a crime against
- humanity, and against the cause of freedom and democracy in
-the world, to declare an “ open rebellion” of any kind, however
&m’olent in the summer of 1942? However ill Britain was

;‘dgs,AJ

™

™

govarmng India, it is arguable that, if you are putting the
L" interest of the world first (as you should) and of your country
r‘ second (as yout should) the Congress was committing a crime
~ against humanity. Those who adhere to that ground have a
t . strong case. They must still face Mr. Gandhi’s argument
~ that the freeing of India would havel' ¢en such a moral victory
rb for the Allies that even a momentary military dxsadvantaga
‘might have been worth risking. But even if that is true, how
does it justify India attempting to force England (whethet
the means of pressure are violent or non-violent) to free India?

- If the British are forced out of India, how does the Allied
‘f;' cause gain a moral benefit? It is only if England is converted
~ to the rightness of handing over power that the world is likely
go be 1mpressed Mr. Gandhi would no doubt say that the
mpaign he was planning was intended to convert rather
| ;-whan to force England. But in that case he seems to misjudge.
- the effect of his action on the British mind. It seems to have
Ei"ﬁlad precisely the opposite effect. It has stiffened British
b 'ﬁggnce to the demand for an immediate transfer of

B --F‘2 Yy
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~ The main questions we must answer are: ‘“Was the Con
_ action of August 1942 inevitable and right or inexcusable and
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2* and “Were the arrests of the leaders mevxtabioanﬂ i
t or inexcusable and vﬁong?” and not the question,s* Who
i@pﬂmanly responsible for the violence that afflicted India
_in the autumn of 19427 But a brief sumpary of those
_ events and some discussion of reSpO}ISlblhty is called for. -‘§
According to official statements, in the weeks immediately
v]fgéllowmg the arrests, some 250 railway stations were damaged |
- or destroyed, over 500 post offices were attacked, and of these
~ fifty were burnt out and over 200 seriously damaged. The

o e aa A GVE L WISV UL LG UILIET
Provinces was dislocated for many weeks. Trains ran very '
iate and very slowly when they ran at all. Telegrams often
took longer than' letters to reach their destination. Com-
tm;cauons were seriously interrupted over a large part of

Over 150 police stations were also attacked, besides other
»gmmmental buildings. Over th1rty members of the police

‘ ‘It has not been so generally known that 20,000 men, the |
- whole of the working staff of Tata’s Iron and Steel Works,
by ﬂgr the most important munitions factory in India, went
' on strike, and declared that they would not return to work
’%ﬁl a National Government was formed. They were men ,::
& 'fmm various provinces, and of all creeds and castes. They
- remained on strike for a fortnight, and there was no disorder.
I But when it became clear, contrary to widespread anticipation,
~ that neither the railwaymen nor other industrial workers in any
| number were joining them, and that the Congress “lightning -
~ stroke” was a failure, the management induced the men to
L,mturn to work on the understanding that the management
| itself would do its utmost to bring a National Government
- into being. If there was any trouble in the Army, the fact did
- not get round; and in India nearly everything, however secret,

~ does get round, so it may be fairly safely assumed that the
- Army did not express any great agitation at the arrests. “
- On the other side, the civilian casualties from August to ?
P November inclusive were over 900 killed (official figure) and

many more injured. Nationalist estimates of the killed w&r«

b 5"". ey

%gn.

much higher! The official figures are presumably based on

the bodies recovered after the police or troops had opemd*'
fire. Some bodies are usually removed by the friends «

r mlaﬁons of the deceased who are in the crowd with them.
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y even if we accept
yures as approximately correct, it is clear tk
tbeﬂwmm&tudemreaﬂyp@upsa
on the other side,
During the early autumn, anumberpftyp&dor
sheets were being distributed in various parts of India

: to give instructi on behalf of some local Con
5 ‘%mmmea of the me&res to be taken against the Go

t. I saw one or two of these which had cam&,

ds of officials in Bengal. In the White Paper p

. March, 1943, a “‘secret” document of this mw:m
a (South Indid) is given. Practically the only “vio

on there called for is the cutting of telegraph and tel

and it is immediately followed by the note:,

0 danger to life, should be a great caution.” The last

_quite good Indian English. The reader is being ¢
ned against endangering life. The Bengal do

far as I recall them, provided for some rather more dr:
s,gamst Government property.

beuwe they emanated either from Mv»
ng Committee. 1 think it is almostwﬂmths&
i had not worked out his plans in any detailed v
he was arrested. Those who were left outside for
> being had to try to interpret his mind. This they
ding to the statements he had been making and acco
pfogmnme of previous civil disobedience mov
it does not account for quite everything. A section
Congressmen, some of whom were impatient w
- Gandhi’s delays and hesitations, and who were
in disapproving his strict adherence t0 non-vio )
tely “went underground” to try and organise tl
nt secretly. It seems likely that mese wm
cases responsible for the strongest meas!
- and the United Provinces. And ﬂw@a m )
 still fess loy ~5\mmmmw







e readers will no dou!at be Saymg to themselves:
ow is just another of the Congress apologists and G
rshippers. He thinks that, by writing about nothi

at Gandhi thought and what Congress said, he can in
his reader the notion that Congress stands for all

d that only Gandhi matters.” I do not, in fact, thia&
these things. To spend a year in Bengal would

to convince anyone that Crmsmsu is not a&
* years the Congress has been weak in Bengal.
is it weaker.
it five years the Congress seems to have lost stre!
r India: but it has had such tremendous ** b
e pest as, for instance, after Lord Wlllingd
ssed it for several years in the 1930, that it

mﬂe certain that the Moslem League has mﬁd
th beyond all expectation in the past six years. o
thc time of the provmmal elections in 1937, out of a tﬁﬁ?‘
482 Moslem seats in the eleven provinces of British
 Moslem League only captured 110. In Bengal, it captured
mts out of a total of 119; several Independents were *
slem League.” Inthe Pumab it captured none. An In
lem writer, Professor Humayun Kabir, who is neither a
ber of the Moslem League nor of the Congress,
"b&ﬁ the events of that year:

 “When one looked at the ahgnment of fames on India’s
parliamentary map, it seemed that the forces Of progress
d triumphed everywhere. Among Hindus, ¢
ept the polls and stalwarts of the past'régime wam )
ed. Among Mussulmans also, the mactzm;g
ts were discredited if not destroyed. In Bengal, tl
e representing the vested interests was demo
. Fazlul Hug’s victory on a Proja ticket
leader efﬂw League. In the Pmmbygm
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standing for communal exclusiveness and reactiom was
routed by Sir Sikander’s combination of the mgder@es

_among Hindus and Mussulmans. In the United Provinces,

the League which represented a relatively progressive force
triumphed over the vested interests organise¥ by the Nawab
of Chatari and his group. In the North Western Frontier
Province, Congress trounced the League, which fared hardly
any better in Sind. In a word, all over India, the stage
seemed set for a move forward in wh!ch the best elemente
among the Mussnimoane a=t st =~ - ewaw USUPETATE. |
«auo was, nowever, not yet to be. The Congress was
reluctant to accept office under the new constitution, for
it was little enough that it offered. The prospect of responsi- |
bility without power opened up by the new régime had little

' to attract, and provincial autonomy seemed a mockery.

And yet it was a mistake to hesitate, ‘Even as a party
pledged to wreck the new constitution, it was obviously
realpolitik to capture every vantage ground and use it for
a further forward urge. The only alternative to that was
total abstinence from all parliamentary activities and con-
centration upon agitational and organisational work. The
policy actually followed by the Congress combined the
disadvantages of both the alternatives without the advantages
of either. It attempted to wrest from the Governors an
agsurance of non-interference in the daily administration of |
affairs, but it must be admitted that the controversy over |

' assurances achieved little. In spite of elaborately courteous |

and diplomatic phraseology, the substance of the Congress
demand was not conceded, Nevertheless, after a good
deal of hesitation and controversy, Congress decided to
accept office. At first it did so in the provinces where it
had a parliamentary majority, then in the ‘provinces where
it was the laggest single party in the Legxslature and still

- later wherever it could. From acceptance of office under

no conditions and in no circumstances, to acceptance i
Y

~wherever and however possible, the wheel revolved a full

-worse, it let slip the opportunity of capturing power in

circle, but in the meantime a golden opportunity had been |
lOSt v

““Congress indecision about acceptance of office not only
indicated divisions of opinion within its ranks, but what is |

some of the provinees where through coalition with other

i
.
~
e
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ok cmps, it might have formed the Government. In
. Fazlul Huq pleaded and pleaded in vain for active
< eo-operatmn or even tacit support. Forced into the arms
- of the Moslem League, he did perhaps more than anybody '
else in India to restore the prestige of the League and
win for it support ameng the masses of the land. Sir

Sikander also helped in this strengthening of the forces

under the banner of the League, for, a modeérate occupying

a position in the centre, opposition from the left gradually
. forced him to move further right. The alignment of forces

| emerging out of the general elections of 1937 was disturbed
and the reactionary elements found a breathing space and
fresh rallying grounds.

“This setback of the progresswe forces had its reaction
in those provinces as well in which Congress decided to

* accept office. The reactionary forces had got over the
shock of defeat and started to retrieve lost ground.» The
League wanted to share in the power which Congress had
won, but after the League’s discomfiture in the general

- elections and the reactionary character it' revealed, Congress
refused to form coalition ministries with members of the
League. This caused great resentment among Leaguers
and they 'took every possible step to iscredit the Congress
among Moslems. This did not prove difficult, for many

. of the Congress minigters were inexperienced men and in
any case they were human., Through lack of experience as
well as for personal faults, they made mistakes in handling

- some of the problems that generally cause communal
friction.

“The charges of the Moslem League against Congress
Ministers may be enumerated under the following heads:
(@) Interference with religious rights; () Tampering with
cultural traditions; (c) Attempts to curtail skare in services |
and representation, and (d) Social snobbery. Congress
ministers have denied all these charges and issued plausible
‘explanation of actions that might at first sight seem to
justify them. Their good faith need not be questioned

~ and yet it must be realised that the agitation and discontent

_ among large sections of Moslems cannot be dismissed as
merely the work of an interested clique. Even cliques

. require some genuine grievance to work up feeling among

 the masses. The agitation in the minority provinces could

sinel
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v

| Moslems and Hindus are about equal in number th--
' Province as a whole, Hindus greatly outnumber MoSlems in

I3

B Calcutta and western Bengal. The lack of members of the
Depressed Classes in the A.R.P. services was also brought
inta tha nicture <o that their reoresentatives in the Bengal

,.- legislature might De INQUCEd 10 JOIN 11 WS auavm: saw

Moslem Premier, Mr. Fazlul Huq, determined to show that '

W he was no less zealous for the progress of his community than
“*‘ his Moslem League critics, promlsed that the nunibers should

- be adjusted. He managed, it is true, to insert a proviso thah%

(‘ forthcoming appointments would be given to Moslems and
b members of the Depressed Classes if suitable candidates
were forthcoming. As they were not available in sufficient

- numbers, the only effect of this was to hold up recruitment

~ in an essential war-time emergency service, especially in the

to develop efiectively in any case.

I have taken this example from recent Bengal history to '
illustrate the general theme; but the important thing to

E ~ women’s A.R.P. service, which would have been hard enough
|
X
|

L Cungt&ss Ministers used their patronage during their control
| of six or seven Provincial Ministries in the years 19371939,

observe is the Moslem reaction to the way in which the

Congress has been in the wilderness of opposition through-

out its history. Now it was in office for the first time, and &

therefore able and eager to find Government appointments
| for its friends and supporters. Now this did not necessarily

| mean Hindu appointments. In every Congress Mxmsﬂ%%

except one there was at least one Moslem Minister, and
members of other communities were deliberately brought into

~ office. But only on one condition. They must be members
t of the Congress, or at least very close adherents. In most

~ provinces, the Congress being largely Hindu in colour, most
appointments did in fact go to Hindus. Moslem members
- of the Congress got their share; but members of the Moslem

+

G

,-ﬁ

i

League got little or nothing. Thus, the Moslem League had
a party grievance which they were quick to turn into a com= :

munal grievance. They did not say: *““Why don’t you gi?e
appointments to Moslem Léaguers?” but, “Why don’t you
appoint Moslems?*’—a far more effective battle-cry.

‘Before the 1937 elections, there had been something like an

election pact between the Congress and the Moslem LeaM»

In the United Provinces, for instance, where the Congress

]
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any Moslem League colleames unlm
own party and join the Congress. It lool
thatrthe Moslem League, having done b
uld gradually fud» out, | swd.be

~mangmefsznmmmm
bove all the economic condition of India to-d
-mischief that may follow when great. Wﬂi

party discipline which maukq half a dam Proving
stries to work along closely parallel lines for two
fear of defeat or disintegration was abunday
by the social progress achieved. But ngmmt
pmthefact that the Moslem'Leagu j

aroused dm not seem even to-day to haw
mm"m
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lated 2 pamphlet ‘‘ on behalf of our thirty million ;
€n who live in Pakstan.” Pakstan meant the ] 3.8
j h-West Frontier or Afghan Province, Kashmir, Sind and
©  Baluchistan. ““India,” they claimed, ‘‘is nof, the name of
Fiess twsla nanntre nar the home of one single nation. It is
fact the designation Of @ SUATE CTEUIEU 101 11w 110 vasmaw mee
iistory by the British.”” For some years the “two-nation’”idea
e propounded received little attention from Moslem leaders,
It should be noted that Mr. Rakmat Ali, the originator
the Pakistan idea (“Pakstan” was soon turned into
‘Pakistan,” land of the pure) was not proposing a union of
1l Indian Moslems in one state; nor was he claiming that all
dian Moslems belong to one nation, as distinct from all
Hindus. _It is the Moslems of the north-west who are the
nct nation, claiming a federal State of their own, to be
~ composed of five Provinces; but in order to emancipate the -
y Moslems from Hindu domination, he proposed to carve
o other Moslem States out of Indja-—Bang-i-Islam,' to
F st of Bengal and Assam; and Usmanistan, which is a new
. name for Hyderabad, named after its ruler the Nizam. Such
cise proposals are'all very well in academic pamphlets:
on. political platforms it is better to be vague. - Since
+.Jinnah adopted the Pakistan cry in 1940, no one has been
le to ascertain for certain whether the Pakistan he proclaims
for north-west India only, or whether it will include Bengal
only East Bengal, which is the Moslem majority area); and
whether Hyderabad, whose ruler is a Moslem, though its
msmﬂntmn is predominantly Hindu, is to be invited to join,

. is even more obscure. There have even been Mm:i
Ag‘bmm “Corridors.” If the Bengal Province of Pakistan and |
he Usmanistan Province (Hyderabad) were both united to
» north~west by corridors, there would not be much left af
dustan. ]
~ In March, 1940, under Mr. Jinnah’s leadership, anm:wp—
~ tionally large session of the Moslem League at Lahmadopu;g |
a resolution in favour of separation. A constitution was
be prepared for a Moslem State, giving it *“all powers such
- as defence, external affairs, communications, customs, and
_ guch other matters as may be necessary.” Since that date,
< b by month, Mr. Jinnah and his followers have gone

S NS



sion is to. be taken as a result of a bare majorit d%s
~onty the Moslems bemg entitled to vote, but the Hin
| other minorities living int each area will be obliged to accept
the consequences. :
During a pertod of nearly five years, from the beginning of
| 1938 to September, 1942, in 56 Moslem by-elections that have
been contested, the Moslem League has captured 46 seats,
| the Congress 3 and other parties 7. If the figures for the
ast year could be given they would show an even
Moslem strength. It has at last established its position i
the North-West Frontier Province, which had been a Con
stronghold.
*My:. Jinnah’s personal ascendancy is extraordinary. In
Pu and Bengal, neither Moslem Premier was a member
‘of the League in 1937. Both had joined by 1940. Sir
1m:m:y.it:r Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier, refused, however
’f&o commit himself to Pakistan, as he was head of a coalition
Mmstry including Hindus and Sikhs, and the latter denoung
upamtion even more strenuously than the former.
al’s Premier. for-six years, tried to defy
| Mr. Jinna.h broke from the Moslem League, and within
year was pushed out of office in favour of a more tractable
League member, Mr, Allah Baksh, Premier of Sind, who
| remained outside the League and rejected Pakistan altogether,
“was also driven from office. Both Premiers were dismissed
s by the respective Governors of their provinces: was thm.any
collusion between them and Mr. Jinnah?
Mr, Jinnah, though refusing to allow any member of
’Mmlem League to take office in the Central Gi
is evidently determined to show that he, likg Mr. Gandhi, can
ave his tame provincial ministries. To-day there amcbaliﬁm“
tries with Moslem League Premiers in Bengal, A
Punjab, Sind, and the North-West Freéntier Province,
appear to work under instructions from Mr. Jinnah. E
determined to be the Moslem Gandln But whcmas
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indian Moslems or the independence of India and sfapdeses
revealed as a coterie of vested interests who are prepfred to
serve the behests of British imperialism for personal or party
gains. Provincial Governors have been exhibiténg an unseemly
anxiety for installing League ministers into office in the Moslem .
maijority provinces that cannot be exnlained on any hypothesis
¥ WHIVL  wall d SeCIcL uuqcrswn&;mg DCLWCTILL LT vulvauviavy
‘and the League. The change in Mr. Jinnah’s political role
~ has also come as an unpleasant surprise, for till now even
- non-leaguers regarded him as an honest if misdirected worker ﬂ
in the cause of India’s freedom. The sordid conspiracy
[ between the bureaucracy and the League has culminated in
I' ‘the disgraceful events which led to the substitution of Mr.
| Fazlul Huq by the Bengal leader of the League in the office of
the Chief Minister of that province and the installation, for
| the first time in its history, of a League ministry in the Frontier.
A These events are, however, so recent and still so charged with.
- passion and partisanship that it is difficult to disengage the
5 conflicting tendencies and attempt a detached historical
. survey.” This last sentence is, perhaps, a fair commentary
. on what goes before. Professor Kabir is a supporter of Mr.
?,r Fazlul Hug, so that he may well feel bitter about recent events
in Bengal; but if some allowance is made for his own political

P T

prejudice, there remains a good deal of force in the general
~conclusion that he reaches. It was a member of the Moslem
League who told me that in his opinion Mr. Jinnah had been
~ completely outwitted by the British burcaucracy, who now
- had in office 2 number of ministries apparently autonomous,
gn‘;ll apparently Moslem League in colour, but in reality
almost wholly amenable to official pressure. «

Pakistan, if it comes, will be the result of widespread
emotional excitement, not of calm reasoning. An exhaustive =~
study of the issifes has been written by Dr. Ambedkar, who, as
a leader of the Depiessed Classes, is more or less impartial

- as between Hindu and Moslem. He shows how difficult the
| problem of Indian defence would be made. Although in

1930 only 30 per cent of the Indian Army was Moslem, to-day

~ the proportion seems to be higher; and the proportion of fl

“ recruits from the north-western provinces of India is extremely -
~high. Dr. Ambedkar doubts whether, after a division into two
_ States, these troops could be relied on to defend India against j‘%‘

[ invasion either from the north-west or from the south-east, |
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T ‘ MR. GANDHI'S FAST

m campaigning season in the difficult country that separates
Sengal from Burma dees not come-till the end of the autumn,
when the monsoon rains are over. It was generally anticipated

-=~= n~n +ha Allies attempted a push into Burma, the

~ Japanese would reply (i, Inaeeq, tuoy wi v e
" an attempt to land on the Bengal or Orissa coasts, or at least
by bombing Calcutta and other places of strategic importance.
Al November passed and nothing happened. Half December

 was gone. At last, in the early hours’of December 22nd, the
first bombs were dropped on Calcutta.
I had gone to spend Christmas with friends in the Central
Provinces. Our newspapers contained the news of this
bombing on the 23rd. It appeared to have been a slight
raid, but no one except myself—not even a retired British
olice official—believed the official announcement. Although .
e were over 500 miles from Ca1cutta, within two days the
- trains to the west were so full that no tickets were being issued
~ at the country railway stations along the line. The hour of
doom had come. All that the Burma refugees had told of
their sufferings was about to be repeated in India. When it

mghts, it was generally concluded that Calcutta was already
%ms When 1 left for Calcutta on the morfiing of December
2 the good Christian friends of Sohagpur who came to
: @e me off, seemed to think I was going to as certain a death
_ as if T had walked into Sodom and Gomorrah when fire and
. brimstone were ¥escending upon them.
~ In the afternoon of the 27th, we reached Burdwan junction,
,' sixty miles from Calcutta, where the Grand Trunk road
- crosses the line from Calcutta. All along the road, in both
: iﬁrectlons, were men and women marching along, with bundles
p on their heads, or pushing hand-carts. The railway platforms
- were packed with people waltmg for trains—but none of them
,ﬁm into ours. A goods train going the other way was Jammsd
- with human beings with their bundles, their all, escaping from
the terror. As Dhad just been reading in my paper an official
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became known that further raids had occurred on the following
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wagsiftance, telephoned from Caksutta to De’lhi, to the 'C
- Detenee Membessfhat Calcutta was spending Christmas Day
y .in a perfectly normal way, my English faith in official announce=
| ments was badly shaken. Should I find our house destroyed,
- and my colleagues dead or in hospital? A few hours later,
| we reached Calcutta. I could see no damage anywhere.
E,- - Nor have I seen any to this day. The Japanese obliged by
| one more raid which gave me an excuse for spending an hour
on the roof-top on a beautiful moonlit night, and then, the
F- moon being on the wane, we were left to sleep again in
‘peace.
The Japanese raids were not, however, wholly without
effect. As soon as the raids began a number of people,
| chiefly non-Bengalees, streamed out of the city; domestic
| life was gravely embarrassed (we were rather proud that
| our domestic staff all stayed: it was perhaps partly because
| we had filled in the slit-trench in our garden, and as they
| knew we were supposed to be experts in A.R.P, ﬁl&t
| probably meant that we knew that there was no serious
| danger to be feared); the garbage of Calcutta, which insults
| the nose at the best of times, was not properly disposed of for
“several weeks; Japanese agefits spread cunning stories that the:
| real raiding would begin on January 12th—or the 17th—- e
| or the 25th: always a little way off, like the British promise =
J{ of Swaraj; but in the end the Iapanese defeated their own
ends with incredible skill, So long as there were no raids,
with a heavy raid coming ‘“next wéek,” naturally people
stayed away—even though they began to learn that a g X
‘ ﬁbmldmgs in Caleutta, including even the great mew bri
~ over the Hooghly—really were still standing. . But at
EJammry full-moon the Japanese attempted two further 8

raids. Neither of these even reached the city. Half the

planes were shot down. All Calcutta thersupon began to
. say “What brave fellows we are,” and just jeered at the
. Japanese. Everyone returned to work and life went on as
_ before. Even the street sanitation returned to normal, and
the professional beggars were back at their posts. The
~ Brahminy bulls that roam the streets had never deserted,
~ though one—poor beast——was among the few casualties,

politms, but politics were becoming arid, - The Cor
ders were silenced; their followers were demomlised;

V-
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. Jinnah and the Moslem League were having it all the
‘m way. Non-Congress Ministries were being established in

~ leasi one province the Ministry could only kegp its majority
- while some of the Congress members of the Legislature were
~in jail. However, we were assured that the Constitution was
| now functioning as it had been intended to function, and not
in the unorthodox, unconstitutional manner of 1937-39,
- when the provincial Ministers were under the direction of the
~ Congress “High Command,” Weak coalitions were appar-
“ently preferred to disciplined one-party government resting
"m secure majorities. The famine was not yet in sight.
In November, seecing that the Congress attempt to wrest
~ power from the Government had failed, Mr. Rajagopalachari,
who wanted to get all India united in support of the war effort,
um&aled to the Viceroy for permission to visit Mr. Gandhi
in defention at Poona; alternatively, he would like to visit
gland, perhaps with Mr. Jinnah, to try and overcome the
J1-will which, as he fully realised, the Congress resolution oft
August had provoked. He got no response. The one door
* was locked, the other. closed. ‘
. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru made great efforts to get all the
ers of the non-Congress parties to unite in order to promote
-,-a settlement with the Government. The first meeting in
* Allahabad in December was very successful, but the Moslem
. League remained outside. Just when Sir Te_; thought he
* had induced the League leaders to take part in further dis-
’mons the Viceroy made a speech stressing the unity of
* Imndia. Mr. Jinnah was furious, and declared that the British
i @wemment was in league with the Hindus. He refused to
g mnear any unity conference. Sir Tej and his fnendﬁ

: d that the Government had deliberately acted in sucha
~ 'way as to kill th® unity conference. ,

~ Suddenly, on February 10th, India learnt that ‘Mr. Gandhi

| was about to undertake a three-weeks’ fast in his house of
y tion (the Aga Khan’s palace) at Poona. And at the
time the correspondence that had been passing between

- to the Press and published. An attempt must be made to
~_analyse that correspondence, and especially to understand why
| Mr. Gandhi fasted. But before proceeding to that it will be .

~ convenient to observe how India reacted to the news. It wa.s

- several provmces, under Moslem League Premiers. In at

.
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B m and the Viceroy during the previous six weeks was released



AWM wmﬂdnat Wwﬂhﬁw fast-
1t to find clear evidence of this in his letters.
ate efforts were made from many quarters
unconditional release. In particular, a large ¢
leading men and women from all over India was imm
nmoned in Delhi. This Conference, which met
20th February, was attended by fifty-five p
_Congress leaders were all in jail, they, of course, d
nd. Most of those present were Hindus of W!S’
but there was a sprinkling of Moslems (some of
anding leaders, but none from the Moslem
, Parsis and Christians (including two leading Prots
) ). Some seventy telegrams were received
ividuals all over India, mmefrommmwhohaébm
government service, some from Moslems of imp
wishing the Conference success in its effort to
ndhi’s release. Over a hundred telegrams nf_a
acter were also received from *“associations, instituti
and public bodies,” from every part of India and even f
‘South Africa, many of them from student bodies, some f
ollege staffs, many from Chambers of Commerce :
Merchants’ Associations, . some from Communist
from Women’'s organisations, from “Indian Chr
leaders,” from the Punjab Moslem Association,
‘om special public meetings and prayer mwtings and |
. Two Indian voices were silent: the ruling princes
h, Three members of the Viceroy’s Camsl«
. M. S. Mey, Mr. N. R. Sukat,and&rﬂm
1e last named is a Parsi.
The resolution passed by the Conference ufged the Go
‘to release Mahatma -Gandhi forthwith *“in the -
.fmure of India and of international goodw
ment replied that no new factor had been intro
the situation (such a widespread demand is a;
all), that it rested with M. Gan&hihsmmify
‘ﬁwfemmm nf!a%mmd thﬁfwz,mm
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_From Poona, also, action was attempted. Mr. Gamihlk"?
on had noticed thathmfather had asked to be given the .
nce on which the Viceroy convicted him of responsibility
violent outbreaks. He thought it pdtsible that if
now the Government would promise to submit the
to him, he might agree to suspend the fast. W
not involve a climb down on either side. But this
al was also rejected by the Government: and when it
ed to Mr. Gandhi, though he was interested in it,
did not seem to be in the Ieast concerned about shortening
e fast. Having once embarked on it he seemed less con-
ahm ending it than anyone except the Gtwemm&iu
at one point it was thought that he contem
ing it, as his companions heard him observe: * Thit
to have been for forty days, not only for twenty-
But when they expostulated he mildly replied: “Oh,
fnet be alarmad. I am not propmmg to extend il:‘

mmm mthasemeofexasperatim, wm
aam on rwmdmg it mne months latar

wt ho’;wfuﬂy; both the first letters are fr/‘
The Viceroy is eager to respond if Mr. Gan
some way to reconsider the position. Mr.
second letter can still playfully say: “My lem
against you. Yonfs is a cﬂunber—grmﬂ

W “but you han’t proved that I am 1
s m Vmuya* “But of course youare ﬂm mﬁgﬁﬁ

',_m’hawanopenmmd What is the
e before you? mmyoumm%
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m;son.bas failed.

hink, be fairly stated in the




A qtbigrate But Mr. Gandhi and the Congress denyaﬂ th
~ They do not #dmit the legitimacy of the Govemmm
s do not consider themselves bound by any social ¢
\“, even a tacit one. The present Government is to-
~  usurpation. They have therefore not only ‘the right but
~ the duty to resist it. But Mr. Gandhi has insisted that
~ resistance is to be confined to no violent actions. An
w most perfect weapon of all, in view, is the pressure
can be exercised through fa.stmg This is, in his o]
‘.’“ “an appeal to the Highest Tribunal,”” which may mean
,;af the conscience of mankind and God. When the Lord M
-~ of Cork fasted to death it is doubtful whether the most fire=
~ eating ““Unionist” really believed that the English remtuiég
for justice was enhanced. His action might be pervers
at he had sealed it by giving his life, through weeks of suffe
‘without shedding the blood of his enemies. Somegom

8o, too, if Mr. Gandhi had died last February though it
appears ‘that there would have been rejoicings in New Delhi
~ and in England, they would have been short-lived, and they '
~ would not have been shared by the world as a whole. Gandhl
- would have won.

’?‘ Did he, in fact, lose? That, of course, depends on what - .
 he was almmg at. His first aim undoubtedly failed. He m
t' hoped to touch the heart of the Viceroy, to persuade him to
say, at the very least: *“Well, let us get together in 2 friendly
~way and talk it all over. I "will show you my evidence and
seek to convince you. You must produce your evidence

nd seek to gonvince me.” But it achieved no such result. .
. Gandhi’s fasts have secondary aims, §oo—secondary,
more far-reaching.. In the silence of his Poona
ent, totally cut off from all communication with the
ide world he had evidently heen troubled by the deeds of
ce and the thought of violence and despair that were
India. Fasting was the only means left to him to 2
3 ppnple of India to discipline themzelves, to mmfy
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umemonmhaoase s‘l&casmt‘nﬂ?m
of thirteen.”
s official death-roll, published some months ma

idnapore district; on the other side of the ﬁwﬂ,
jan asdistrlct thenumberwaslwo Ama q
of cattle and goats; and this was twenty or thirty
‘the coast. 'For nearly fifty miles along the railway
telegraph posts were bent flat. Contai town, five
the coast, twenty miles from the Orissa border,
‘blast .of the gale. Every building except
ge Some brick buildings were completely de
walls had great holes in them; and as Coataﬁa’
, above the level of the invading tide, all
as due to the direct action of wind and rain:
whipped sea to assist in the destruction. - '
As all communication with Calcutta was cut off, the m& 3
of the disaster came through by wireless from the military
 near Coftai, where some English soldiers were amdu :
sople drowhed But it was a few days before Cale
ed the extent of the catastrophe. : —*Q
. or four days after the cyclone, when the news w.,
ed the Bengal Secretariat in Calcutta, an aeroplane ‘
t to survey the flooded country, Its observatioﬁs ¢
reports that were beginning to come through.  Accordingly,
es were mmedfately taken to send fool and madic&
0 the survivors; a first load-of food was sent by |
Hi yto Contai on the 21st or 22nd, &nd a nd,
“a. medical party, on the
! ‘that time the water m md,
vast stretches of oozy mud. Bridges had ‘hbg
roads were impassable because of the multitude
t had been blown down across them, wells
. were all fouled with corpses and carc
m&lﬁamud@ﬂ:fnthbﬁd!ﬂsmﬁ‘




acﬁsgimmg stench;, Wh‘iie pariah dou kites, vuk®r
er beasts and birds of prey gorged themselves And.
public scavengers. P2 ). 118
 military reasons no full public Wm’
d to appear in the Press for a fortnight. By that time
representatives of various hum@mtaman societies had
' visited the cyclone-stricken area: one of them m: :

ors af the Opposmon‘ in Calcutta bega:n to dmmag, a
‘Government for its callousnmess. B was alleged that *
e warnings had been received twenty-four hours before
one hit the coast, but the people had not been informed.
boats had been available, many could have escaped,
‘District Magistrate and other local officials, it was said, =
been dilatory in reporting the catastrophe, and had
d it. Some were reported to have declared, that it
the people right, and that relief ought to be withheld yisd
h them a lesson. And so the misery of the pmplpi& ;5,:
pore rapidly became, like everything that hamm m_ N
- a subject of fierce political discussion. &
of the Bengal Mlmsmrs wanted to use the dzsastng u, é'
‘opportunity for a political amnesty, They visited the Mid-
jail, and tried to persuade the leading political prisoners.
‘agree to suspend all anti-Government activity if they were
2d, so that everyone could work together to suecour
ors. Some agreed; others said they could
e if Mr. Gandhi would issue instructions.  But
s no access to Mr. Gandhi. So nothing came of
s. Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, working Pr
%«H’m&u Mahasabﬁa dell Indm; Minister of Fina

zéal
ﬁw end, it was this controversy that led to ﬂm demlcaﬁ 7
¢ Huq Ministry. In 1943, th '
the Bengal Assembly

into alleged police- excesses in- Midnapore.
V;g;made,nmoﬂykymmssmmmby
indeed from almost ﬂl @ms in the
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fid )mmm«m% Rising when o
e Itft before the closure of the session,
a short, carefully prepared reply promising
Test ﬁ'thwﬁcanalmthmafthampu mm
,-m::usanons that had been levelled against them,
had decided to undertake an mﬁty
. would be conducted by persons of the status o:
' Judges. This statement saved the Ministry fmm.&
censure. But it immediately became known that the de
| had been made by the Ministry without reference
| Governor. And the Governors of all the provinces
under orders from New Delhi not to agree to any j
enquiries,concerning the conduct of the police while tho €Ol
 with the Congress was still in being. So, within a fortnight, =
| instead of the ‘'names of the committee of €nquiry bda& =
“announced, the resignation-dismissal of Fazlul Hug mﬂ
wumoumed And nothmg more has b
 enquiry., Fazlul Hugq, after six years of oﬂhe, h
outwitted at last by a combination (probably #
ate) of the Governor, the European Group, the Hin "!fg
s, the Congress, the Moslem League, and perhaps somi *r
powerful agencies. But this is to anticipate. We m
turn back from Bengal politics to Mzdnapore cyclone

3

mwres

" Early in November, the Government, finally convinced

‘the gravity of the situation, set up adequate. machinery for
administration of large-scale relief, and appointed

| Special Commissioner. The Governor, who had been ill

‘away from Calcutta at the time of the cyclone, at last issued a = |

statement expressing his sympathy with the victims. He

| opened a relief fund of his own, and invited the representatives

ef all thc voluntary organisations who were collectmg fundg

erve on a Committee over which he presided, so that relief
vities might be co-ordinated. Rice was distributed either
y Government or by voluntary societies to all needy people’
a large ‘area, efforts were made to improve the wal
y, relief works were started. But the political conflict
on, side by side with relief. Government agents
n timeto time kidnapped, post offices and other Government
y burnt, and mght‘ er night the mﬂ:tary went




. the -
.!tomcham,lfweareto die ofhwéat’!
The answer seemed to be that the Governm
mmmmmmeeompm
and would pay them wages for working on
o that they might soon be ablé to buy enough to
 till the next harvest. But the rice dole was t
Tt was distributed each fortnight at a centre to
ﬂmdﬂuortenviﬂammtoneorm my
‘man or woman or a small boy, who
for the day from work in the house or on the f
stood or sat for hours, till their names were ¢
b-print was taken, they took a square
Mclothﬁ-oa:thm shoulder, and received
‘pounds of rice, which must somehow be m

! ofwlmh&wunmngmdmt
f rice had already risen so much in the local
m» see how his wage, Rs.3
3 feed his family of
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" sesdegas to be distributed free. But prices went on rising,
and it may be doubted whether he or others like him were
able to afford the plough. Certainly, long before their new
rice crop coulll be ripe—it does not ripen till November or
December—the price of grain in the market had soared far
beyond his means; and by May or June he was no longer
working for wages on the sea-wall. The Government issued
loans to cnable the people to rebuild their houses before
the coming of the rains at the end of May: the loans were
used for food. Seed-grain was distributed: some of it was’
used for food. And already by the end of May officials at
Contai and in Calcutta alike were whispering the ominous »
word, *famine.”

. The death-rate among the survivors of the cyclone was rising
all the time. The rice-doles had stopped in February and
March, when the people ought to have been in a position to
buy food with their wages. Some cheap pulses and vegetables
they could still buy in smpall quantities; but the food they were
getting was even less than in normal times. Milk was stil
being distributed to infants and their mothers; but the older -
children were showing the symptoms of starvation more and 3
more plainly: spindly legs and swollen stomachs. The
imcidence of starvation-diseases—dysentery, acute diarrheea
and the like—grew rapidly. In February, inexperienced
relief workers (such as the present writer) had had hopeful
dreams of a reconstruction plan which would bring village
industries, .improved agriculture, new medical facilities, and
all manner of other blessings to the inhabitants of Contai
and Tamluk and their several hundred villages. By the end -
of May it was becoming clear that not even a return to
“normal’ was possible. The survivors of the cyclone were
doomed to die of slow starvation.

‘What had the Government done or failed to do to avert this

tragedy? ., The special measures taken to meet the effects of

~ the cyclone have already been described: But by the spring -

of 1943 it was clear that the Midnapore district could not

recover unless effective steps were taken to control both the

price and the transport of rice and other commodities ‘in

Bengal as a whole, or even in India as a whole. To what

- extent had the rise in prices and the difficulties of transport
in war-time. been anticipated, and what steps had been taken «

to mitigate the disastrous effects which those circumstances












INDIA SINCE CRIPPS

" .
-mexghants, or—in case of a difference of opinion—to the
Governor: nor could he count on the active support of all
the communities if he tried to take his own line, The European
group, represehting chiefly Scottish business interests in Cal-
cutta, has a controlling influence in the Legislature, owing to
the feuds between the various Indian parties. There are a
- number ‘of enlightened European business men in Calcutta,
who are concérned for the welfare of the masses, but any
Ministry that embarked on a policy sttongly at variance with
-European business interests would probably scon go the
way of Faziul Huq and his colleagues.

Direct British rule might be more satisfactory than the
present state of party intrigue, but it would not sclve the real
problem. A Governor who can win the confidence of all
the chief party leaders and who can convince them and the
public that he is really determined to alleviate the present
misery and to tackle the problem at its root, might bring into
being an all-party ministry with a programme of drastic
social and economic reform. Such a Ministry, working with
such a Governor, is Bengal’s immediate need. Mr. Casey,
the new Governor, will perhaps be able to form a united
front against famine and pestilence.

After the end of August, the Bengal famine assumed such
grave proportions that it became the dominant issue in India
and a subject of first-class importance in. imperial politics,
We must examine it again in this wider setting.
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