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Uylan lnomes angvered a set of questions about his attitude

to postry, This was printed in Sow Vgpge in Uctober 1904, e has sald
that his poetry “is the record of my individual struggle from durkness
towards some weasure of Light." In snswer o & question whether ho has
besn influcnced by Freud, he Las observed, "Whatover is hidden should be
Bade naked. To be strippedidarkness 1s to make clesn. Poetry, Tecording
the stripping of the individual duriness, sust, inevitably, east Light
upon wvhat has been hidden for too lLang, and, by so dolng, wske olesn the
asked exposure. Freud cast Light on & Lithle of the darkeess e had
exposed, Senefiting by the sight of the Light and the knowledge of the
hidden aaskedoess, poetry must drag Durther into She olean nakednoss of

3
Light mare even of the Mdden cmuses than ¥Freud gould realiss.”

fhis progross (rom derkness %o LAght say aesn several
shings. (ne of Shem is eertaloly e ssergonoe of & glearsr perception
of salf whrough doubts and sufferings from an ssorphous state of under-
standing. Ine struggle is e grumal process of salightenment essting
out inhdbitions end soclal taboos. This iuvolves an agomizing inuer and
cuter confilet, a conflict within the self as vell as coaflict between
self and reality. lids struggle bwings experience, and he woves gradually
through the sccession of newer experisnces Lo wisdom, to light,

On the physical level, it is e bLirth of a child, the
recurring theme in Thonas's powtery, from the darkness of Lhe voub to Uhe
iight of day., Cossclogioally, the movement from dorkness %o light moans
“the ervation, by fortultous concourse or by rfiat; blologically, the
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grovth of a poemy weatherwise, the progross of the sessons™, Thomas's
struggle for light is a struggle for the attalnment of & vision of the
significence of life, a vision that comprebends and reconciles the con-
tradiotions of Life. nuﬁ--r.u-wmuu-un-
assertion of the identity of self, It s & position that sakes painful
existence ageeptalle.

Toe svarensss of time snd wartality underlies all his pooas
Thomas strives %o overcome e tyranny of Cise end death Shrough an Wi
figant. .nomas's struggle for Light pervedes Bls poems and this struggle
Cakes sultiforms sgoording to the measlng shat ‘light' assuses in She
context of differsnt posss. Creatlon, both physical and poosiao, itself
is 4 vay of vanjuighing time and death. But crestion is an agoniaing
prosens, As a greator Thomas 45 post o God or bobh, or sy wan. As e
post or God the tool he wses i» the word, Mo battles with word, and
traces She "wisard shape” of a poslm out of the darkness of the
“eavermous sadl” (OF 91). As any man the ool the ereator uses is
phallus, Sexuslity involves coafliet with the ianor self and sonilal
prejudices. Ihomss struggles to take a elear view of sex, to stedp it
of darkness asseciated with 1t. Creetion inoludes vorld,poes, and obhild
Ihrough & gradual process of physiologloal trangformetion the ehild
grows uwp fros fluld seminal stage %o manhood, This growth invoalves the
struggle for e atialoment of self-identity which 19 a fomm of light
that Thomas straing to achleve in muny of his pooms. In Sho evolutio.
nary progses=s of grovth from the indistinguighsble lLarval state So full
sanhood man overcumes aaly internal sad external obstacles. ihe cudld
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doos not experience any difference between gause and effect or between
the self and the other. The child's identifigation with nature breaics
down when he realizes that nature is not always responsive %o his
wishes. “he tension for vhe child beging imsediately after his birth.
in the state of innosence Shefe Ls 00 confliet between self and other
and no repression, Ihe division cocurs wiwn the chlld enters the state
of sxperfdnce in wnich man's insSinetive and spiritual nature ls &t
odds with his material surrousdings. For the chdld there is no divie
slon ssong five faculties. do makes sense - Lranaferences. e cons-
olousnoss of the ohild sskes no digticetion betwesn real eveots snd
drefms. But groduglly be soves from harmony %o disharsony, from unioo
to dlsunion, Gradually he leoarns to connect disparate alements and
then finally attaing = unitive vision in which all dlscords seesingly
vanish, This is clewrly exemplified in Crom AQue's Sirat Sevar ke ber
aAlagas (0P 20.21),

£xem Jove's Lixgs fevep to hor SlAGS (CF 20-81) is o

poen whieh shows She growsh of ecnsolousess aad activity with toe
developing body fros couception to maturity. Zhe poem was first pub.
lished in Criteriom, Oetobor 1934, Ine maturing body's developlig
eonseiousaess is seed inseparable frow tue exiornal world which appears
in different forms ot differeat stages of development., <o tho infant's
WRitive vislon ‘ALl world was oae, obe windy notbdng'(CP? 20). "ALL
ﬁ-ﬂ-ummmhw.‘ With She growing body
Somes the power of disorimination, <he wind 'that had Long blown as
one' becomes the 'four winds' (CF 20),
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Love, according to Thomas, 1s a pleasurable phy=ical
passlon, it is & "fever' aad tho Crult of love is a "plagee’. Ihe
int sations of seual power, 'the rumour of menseed/Witiln tue hallowed
ghand® (CP 20), makes the growing obild Seite a sexual view of the worlds

dagh golden grain spat Life into its fellow,
Green was the singing bouse. (or 20)

With the growing body cames the groater power of diseri.
aloatlion, The miltiple visico of the adult esanates Croa the body. Mind
gudns eouceplasl povers '"Crom the first declension of the filesh' and
isarns ‘to twlsk She shapes of houghte/into the stouy idiom of the bredn/
Yo shade end Kudt wow e pateb of worde/Left by the duad' (OF @), A
aetaphor of cr@mmar wad inagas taken from gardendng and talloring express
She ldeas. "Tue shapes of thought' wre plysical sensations Surned into
‘she stony lulom of e braln.”

ibe posm cab aleo be read &8 4 metaphorical sccouns of She
Aystaries of poetic ereation. idke the child, the poes procecds from
Wity to diversity sad Shen again to wlty. Voetie powurs also develop
with sexuality.

I lowmt the verbs of will, and had ay socret;

The ecode of alght tapped ou the tonguey

“bat bad besn sne was sany sounding minded. (CP 21)

M her: plands for the passions and also for the selected

mum' Wy secrot' may be sexual knowledge, or the awareness

of individumiity. ‘'ihw code of aight' 1s the dark unconaelious axpressed
in & code language which coneeals and reveals. '"The code of night tapped
b &y tongue' relatos physicsl aot and mentel response. The differen.
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Glation and oven dizintegration in consslousness begin with growing
sexual swaroness. The amrgence of swmal and poetlio povers salee
poetey ‘many sounding minded,' ‘Ihe two.framed globe' Lecomes 'a asgore’
(6P 21), Pinally, mussn conseiousness diseovers unity in diversity,

Kouth did condonsey the tears of spring
Mssolved in sume-r and Ghe Lanired soasonsy
oo gun, one manna, varaed and fed, (cr 82)

in sy quast for identity san Caces the proldes of dome
Ling with the saoestors; both Litersl or bleod and the spiritusl. Soth

con devour bim. L A.sem S0 Rais of sMmeX the old man edouts We
young boys % follow the life-denying trediticisl path. lio glorifies

herodi tary continudty atd speaikts of Yhe impossibilisy of departing from
we past,

L mm S man your father was, ce a)

Dut the boys rofuse to submit o the ateereative sasencas of Life. They
affirm Lile,
e wre the pons of fAint and plteh. cr 3)

They are the sons of ageless sparks of Life. Life eternally wells up,
and the boys will assert themselves by partieipating in the Life - cres.
ting activity.

L fellowed gleep (CF 36-27) shows the growing individuals
mumw;rmmmu-\ﬂon
aghieve his busan Ldentity. Ihe poum was writtm Lo fovember or sarly
December 1934, it was writien for icclusion ia Slghtees fpemg,



published in 1634, h"ﬁ.-mumm
posms in ‘August 1933 Hotebook.

Urowing individual*s struggle for independence, for

esanelgation {rom She Anfluenne of the parents, for self-assertien,
of waking reality saculd be blown back. Fuantoms are ‘shlive - gabbing'
(CP 85), snd thay swok ‘the sloeper of Wio Padth® (0P 18).

i blew the dreaming fellows o their bed
éhere still they sl-ep unknowing of their ghost, (OF 88)

Bow sll the living air spoaks to him and he understends the vitsl undby
of all aatSer,

ves Olimbing on She words,
lmll.m ane (CPk 28)
iw poot atteius Wiy lndependent vigion:
fhore grows the nours' ladi'r W She sun,
Bwoh rung & Love or losihg %o Sthe last,
Lie inches sonieyed by e beod of san,

A old, nad man stlll eliebiog in ds ghost,
iy fathers' ghost 1g climbing in thoe rain. Gr 27)

{ime is & ladder istding S0 the sun. Sungs are ‘love'
or "Losing to the last' or 1ife and dosth. Man, vith Ghe pest in his
blood 4s advuseing Sowerde the future, townrds e Light of reallty,
In the svalutlooary process the aneestors present in the bhlood eompel
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the wward movemmt thwugh the ming, The Wwwen movenant Lo retandod
W the mmﬂth tu‘*ﬂ‘bﬁ
Weod of met| julady ‘gwve the toure? leSor to tie apfs %4 Momda
wesds o CAfforent Shise In the poon? * 9T Slloved dlecy® 1o o vistonary
— Ir 8o Qpowmg, Gix unepostod glDetey are unselsted to 1ife
i wality, thoy S0@d dettor o giot sty Drosme st fot e elewmeh
Crare

In Mo ot of slSldmtityy 1 the of to eome o
vass with 1ty the poot 1o e Mn IRKaas smwor (O P9 6fice o
viglon of svlossmte wileh te prownt nbiyse &0 bie wotlesd o wad il
Soctme S Sturs IS *inde its mosdng in Sefng, I8 & LetSor Tmous
sayey “There 1s too mieh &ing 6 Moy @0 mot cwough delugs Pmof of
Lo Mes In the sy 1o che gesilon, W tiet gostion is b tae
w-unm«hmmmnm%ﬁ*
the sspearencos of 1iving e MWt w1th the vask vordy B WY e
coencdioont to sy Wt tMe they il %o 45  *Ihe medteovsl laws of
tils cormupted hemiginrs lmve dlctubod & mowe or loss eurpll muy vimde
nity dusng tho poriod of 1ife viun viminity should b regerded a0 &
time and more them over gpalng coemumion and comtact with the Wood and
@ed of eotinr Oooly mwal roletiongdps awe locked upen es dedig

wideh fo mamly possdile Dol She ago o Sy § oeee * A8 D
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romlt thay prectieo mesturiation, 'lay Ui 014 tithings barre? and
*in thelr best the vintor flcode/Uf fromen loves they fotoh thely
gidd (@ Dy Mis Lo o nogotdon of sl fyend tMe 40 duo to the dnnor
mﬁum—-gm Tiis muy be Qe to tio poot? o
ﬂl—‘m Tieoas il to @insbeth: Mottcll, I wm o
Puriten®,  ®ololy dlw Srdde tiw coeritnant to son slnes it proes
otes asootiolas, © the sulf Lo fod with *tie frigld theouds of Gult
mid del® (@ D vhioh ame the lagesies of the msiten melcly, e
post in e mared Sy ldentity Snds life coneiotod iy the sesbules
fexdes e mwility, oulf od woslity, ‘Heve levols dwp mudle delo
o ey (0 B Mo phalife potontisl of the seuler '

2l some to notMng, IMfe dnads cerdiment) Mt the peot Lo afeald,
ot the pwetice of enmie le a vede of egerimes, ! Thoeag's
Mgtty In o letver Ticras vritos, 1 eoe the wdow childeen Wwapling
up the M1l in thelr wthers, besting co the Jalling dlsd of te wo
ttle malising viat o smgror prisn thoy vich % 1o 100 seee

e whom obfld.en In the vomd stwmgdle tollom Lo 1light to edteln
thole Mdatity, Mt tho poet 1 o whmasive atout thalr Mitupe elsce
he finde the world s ‘polenty, M1 of wilmows topwre, uWncorbaintics,
and smmelogs welsl teloos thet Srustrebo sal®Ad Mlmant, *Mean in
Mo magpot' o daven® (@ 2, Yot the Yeye in :
e attaln osl ;ddentity 'y challonsing tho sotmns snd 1ffeedanying B
foroess I this cadly poom Thomas offems a unitivo vislen of 1lge wileh
roconoilos all contsarios and tius cnatles the acMovamant of sl




Ldentity
0 svo e poles are Masing as thay covse (2
e poot 19 wear of the presmeo of potential 11 in the Soye?
O soo theo poles of promise In the ye (v 3

Seuallity imy in sdslegoenan, the main Mree viieh mskos
‘or indepandanos, Thomas, ke O, Lewoenos, fols thel Ohrdet vae
weng to sbaswe ido dodyy Malst dended Me belng ' m of the emnsidl
wot ad st (@ W) o Me stowy, Dn Sk dlady lerrece dor
d‘ﬁﬂ’m“d“miﬂ-
ogogy ov affimed snmaliSy vith « sneo of gullty, Thomas is soe
cloug of the need of sow Mt M» culd never sod 0ff the fay g0
rallt somoclated with ity T nmweoss 0f sl Sralistion pastly e
dote tn Aesmnitng indeeltsd or conventional dalli-fo and sttitudos
witoh Mndes Siw Gvelopeeat of sl The Intogretion of semality
vith cur bolngy its so~@tance In @l its Walnoss are signe of
maturity md swomtion from the pasmte

Ji=s ) py Clye spd cpuptny emgeg e (O 8D mosks
of the sraduel eorlelment of mnscs thwush oxperimoss Jhuo all By
Lize and countiy imnscs 299, £ oako ne s ncok, lss Smm i mesr
nd o pdve craeg wero Clrst pubilshed in Zoghum, O ocago, in
Aigust 2038, Tv loas of lunoconce is Lwolved in el Mmowloedgey
e Yaying cnsd i Gen il sy e sl ool MBae 00 Bring

SarEnese of ™allty in Alffering Simme witoh oo und fled ty the
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seagual heart into a vigion of reality baged on love., IThe slandercus
Love ia an agonising exporience that evokes sharp ery. wWve is &
paspion that burns 'Like a bush'., Ihe heart, basing on the pactial
reports of different senses, resllses that Love endures Shough *‘Tive
oyes break'. Tere i a gradual enriclsent of egperiecse Surough
songual enjoyment, ‘ifhe heart is sensusl’',

fhomas's poctey shows his soncern to come to Serms wiSh
himpelf, There is o confliet in him between his snimal and humsa welf,
& frantie effert Lo comprobend rationally and emotionally the realily
of man vith all that sttrects and repels. AL A wure Sieiled by She mub
at lifs (CF 12.13), firet published in Mew Jasas, Mwgust 1004, shows
this. Jo siogle phase of Life Lz all-sufficing %o asn. However
attracudve one aspoct of Life aay bey totel sbsorbtion in 1% is produc-
tive of feur, frustration, and deati. Zos real probles is Sho unhesi.
tating scosptence of men in all ks various aspects.

4 would be tlokied bWy the rudb that iss

Man be my metaphor, (Cr 13)
Han, living a full Life with all his senges and msoving from coanoepSion
%o grave, is men which Thomas ascepte.

Zo attain the fuilmoss of Life Shewe stould be a propor
balange betwesn flegh and spirits Maa Lis compounded of flesh and
spirit, The poet guffers from the confliet between the two, A proper

harmony of the two is what 1s desired. I, in wy intrlsate image
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stateg wsew
iy in my intricats imagé,zauride on two Levols,
Fargad in man's minersls, the brassy oratﬁr
. Léying ny ghost in meval, |
ihe scales of tids twin world wread oo the double, %\
My &alf ghosi in armour hold bord in dwatn's cerri&ovg'f

Zo uy man « iron sldle, , . { CP 35

Man is not himself and at paaceignless be harmonizes all the eontroe

ries of whiehk he is compounded,

tManhood' is man's geal the attainment of whieh 1is atiene

ded by fearsy 'the natursl peril' ( CP 35).

4 steeplejacik Iower, honerailed aud aasterless,

Ho death more naturals

$hus the shadowless man or oxy and the pleiursd devil,

in seizure of silence comndt the dead nulsances

the natursl psrallel. (CP 35)
Climbing a tower is sexual expwrién@@, and the altcrnative to soxusl
experience iz comaliting ®the &ea& nuisance' wihileh serves deathe Yhe
end of natural aan is death. The *shadouless man‘, tox' (infertilc),
‘pictured devil', solitary nulsanee, body uniformed by spiritual acti

vityy ave in the service of death, 'the natural parailel®.

fhe rivalry of flegh and gpirit in men veakens both. The
invalid rivals! make thelr humdrum voysge of Lifle through time
{'Clockwise') off the 'symboled harbour'! (CP 306) of timelessness., They
aprc 'consumptives? (CP 38)e Thoy make the ‘dopoariing adventure! (P 36)

for a future union.
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The poet oxhorts the voyagers to attaln the onensss of
alat or fives

Love Like & alst or Cire Shrough the bed of esls. (CF 38)
he mirtcle bappens. Shee is a loving unlsy of the Swo, ‘My great
tood's Lron' (CF 38) is sade single. Wfe s a *bolling ecirele’ (CP 38
seight in the syele of Life and desth (*ses and instrument®, OF 38)y
"Rigked ia tho locks of Gime' (CF 38)., it is in thw ‘alck of time' the
prosoh:r diseovers edult sex and ebtalne fullness of Life.

iy A6 & wind ob Tire, from grosn Adam's ovadle,
Mo san more sagionl, cliaved out the eroeodile. (CF &)

'Crosodile’ is describec as ‘lail, Mile, snd Saoub' (GP J8),
Hoynihan polnts out that Sgypt 4z ‘the cradle of civilisation and there.
fore an image of matiquity and, by asalogy, She mumified world of
progriety snd coavention, fhds is one resson wiy the "ercoodile” Lo
described as “fall, Mile, and dnout "y its body Ls bumen elvilisation,
sad manking voops for the Lost Sden . "All - bollowed man wept for his
wiite apparel®. By olawing out the ewopedile and revesling resiity,

My ghost in his metal neptune

Forged in san's mineral.

This wie the god of boginndng in the intricate seawhirl,
Avd ay imsges roar:d and rose ob hesven's hill, (CF 38)



in the Colloctad Posgs of Thomas we find his struggle for
solf-delinition and his cosseless quest for finding She significsnce of
1ife in the context of inevitable death, In poems after posas Yhomas
*h“&ﬂﬂ““ﬂmﬂ.d“v
external world, Ihe resolutions of the dilessas of the individusl's
iife emerge burough coafliots and Sumults 4n the soul. Thomes scoks s
self-idontity, the resoluticns of his existentiel problems, by ao An-
ward process passing Surough confilots aad agenies of the soul.

AC ds by an absolute goumdtment that man Podlises hime
self, Zhomas Tiads himeols I o dilomas vhsnever he coblronts & pros
bles of cholge, s moral, pootical, religious wmoertainty is & sajor
Shomatie conesrm An Wie postry. In L have Jonged S0 mave say (CF 64)
shows Thomas's sositl o of woral sad poetical wiecrtaiunty. Ihe posm
was Ciret pubiished in jgy Vorge, Decembor 1845, The Christisn inter-
pretation of moral questions, the conventions of the civilised sovlety,
he flnds wnestisfylog. He Longs to move away from conventionsl plety,
prevalent conventions of soulety md his own poetie past, The rationsl
mind findes conventicaual religlons to be 'the hissing of the speat Lie}
"the old terrors’ continual ery, 'aight's sncient fear'. The ‘repoti-
tion of salutes', 'the parting of hat fros halr', ‘pursed Lips' at the
telepnone receiver, are seaaingless, empty, soclal gestures. in Aprll
1934 be wrote, "ldfe passes the windows, and I hate 1t more sinute by
ainute. zuuum—pmmmt-n’u-n
ealls revolving around nothing under the godiy bowlers®, le longs
to move sway from these ‘relssrsed gestures', 'correet mmidles',
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'ghostly eehwes on papar', meaniag his carly poems, and dead coaventions,
but 1s afraid,

Jome Life, yet unspent, might explode
Gut of the old Lis bedning on the ground,
And, eragkiing into the atr, loave me halfebiind, (OF 64)

“We convoantion, Nocossiry though 1t is to & elvilised
eonaunity, is novertheless an artificlal and ul timately stulsifying
expiriencs., Yo that extent 45 L9 a e, & betrayel of the fmpulse hat
first engendored 18." Ut the poet feals that tiese conven.ions are
Wmmmmwmuuuxg-um—u
see They may sUlll possess power snd signlflicsnse”,

“he poet Ls oqually tormonted by his foelings of unoen.
Salnty about his pootle sttitude. L DAve louged %o Bove aMay say be
Saken as & plece of poetisal selfecriticlem. He weoks Light whish wili
fuide himiids future pootie creation. MUt ho is afiveld to aike a depar.
Sure from the past which may contsin "some 1ifo, yet unspent', and aay
belp in atSalning s life-giving poetie vision.

S make me = magk (CP 85) iz snother posm, published in
e and iatters foeday, Geptemier 1908, wiich civ-s us a glispse of
the post's gelf-awarcness of the nature of his poetry and the external
resotions o 1t. The prayer for & protective magk invoives a conselous
relationsiip of the self with the external world, Zhe proyer lor aroe
Ceclive aask revenls mere Lhe poet's understanding of reality tuan a
degire Lo evade roality., The unsympatietie orities wre ravenous with



‘sharp, cnmselled oyes WAY uhe spectacied claws'. le wants to hide bis
‘slistening brain' in ‘old mmour and oak' of stupidity, The poet will
asgune Lhw wooden ‘countensnce of & dunee' o 'blunt the exauiners’.
Wt 'a ear-siaioed’, seatlmeatal, ‘widow:r', affected auc aypocritieal
grdef, vell 'belliodona' (polson) and ‘dry eyes'. '0 sl me a mask'
"to shut frow your sples’ "iape and rebelliion in the nurseries of wy
face'. locordiag to U, dolbrook, "the rape and rebelilon are he exbrae
-—-cmmu-—sm‘qnmm“
test agalast the acceptange of rvaldty,” ‘Hape and rebellion' are
more Likely % be the physiclogical process deseribed in Lis pootey and
the rovulsion he Ceels ajilust the gocial restricotions that Shwart self.

sxpression.

Waay of Whe posme of DymakieCiie fosas are ridien with
doubtey ‘w_” . ansd
408 Shurs & Gise on'10 July and 3 Septembur respestively, aere is &
Pessimistio uote iAo Jag Zhekc o Qlae (OF 50), Time was vhen ghildren
found diversion in fiddles, olrcuses, and books, 'Dut Sime has set its

BAgs0ts an thedr treack'., Futwre Ln uncorsaln and ssasclnog:
‘Under Che are of She sy Chey are wngele,'

Ignorance is the best antidote So deapadr:
Tihat's sover mown 15 safest An siids Life,’

Expordence 0oirupls and @urders the Adende inncoence of childhood.

Undor the skysigng they who have no arus
liave cluanest hands, and, cs the heartless ghost
Alone's uaburt, so the Wiind man sees best. (CF 50)
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To see Little snd ask no question is not So get hurt. Thds is one wvay
of coming to Sorms wvith Life,

w(wﬂlhm&-‘lw
about the asture of things find no augwer,

Wiy east vind chills and south wind ecols.
e

Wiy silk is soft and the slone wounds. (CF 83)

There can be 20 final answer to She wWitdmate guestions
about Uiw inexpifeable nature of sidngs, Wfe and uature are Wysteri-
onsly formed. G811l thw question will be asiked, 'Woen cowetn Jeek
Frost't Ihe ultimcte questlons wiil find ultimate sngwoers inm death,
ihere may be doubts sad wnoertalaties An iife bUL death 1s an ond, and
there is 1o el wore corsvaln Wan tide. There say be A sugver Knowa
ouly o Ghe stars but wideh is bDayond che comprebension of human FeSson.
8o 'be content' with ignoPmnes. ioe uBquestloning seceptasse of lile
and nasure ls She best wey of comiug Uo Germs with Life. Man must
soqulesoe in She soheme of things. Hevelt is vain, o Thoass says in
Liad seal oo bonea (CF 66.86), published in Sucaomg, April.dune 1936
(Vol. VIIL, Ho.2)s

Hisek ndght silll asiadsters the moon,

And the sky lsys down hor lLaws,

ihe sen spoaks in a kingly vaolce,

KLght ad dark are no eneales

Mt one companion. (GFPes )

e futility of knowledge is & msajor theme of Lhomas's
esriier vork. ‘Should lenterng shine' (CF 63), published in fau Voras,
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December 1046, shows the coufliet between intuition end reason and the
inability of eltier to bring any Lasting couvigticn. The problem
Thomas faced s the problem of reconciling reason and faithe Does
truth depend on intuitive wision, or on ohjestively verilied facts?
Pragaatically considered, all intuitive private judguents are found
worthless and delusive:

e lfeatures in thelr privebte dark

Are formoed of flesh, but Lot the falae duy come

Anc mmey cloths axpose ao ancient breagt. (Cren )

losrt and head alse adslcad,

I have beon told %o mtson by the heart,
But heart, like hosd, Leads belplesaly. (o7 63)

m'-mmmmcau'smuun
Lawrence, of the red sea of the living bleod').

I have bean Sold SO Peasan by the pulse,

And, vhen it quickens, alter the actions' pace

411 field snd recf Lie level ... (ore6s )
ireditional moral teschings are futiles

i bave heard many years of tellings,

And meny years should see some change. ( CP &3 )
Zhe final decision renains suspended like the dall thrown by Thomas in
the Cumdonkin Fark in bis ciildhood.
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e ball of] Shrew while playing in the park
Has ot yot roached the ground, (P &)

humn-mmcm'.n
this condiiicn the wavarying necessities of budng are o be met, Hen
is %o be born, to Labour, % copulate, snd So dio. Shomes Sells his
son Wevelyn in Zhis dide of the Sruth (CF 106.106), first publisted

in Afe and let.ors foeday, July 1945, that oesven is asoral and by
Asath

ess SlL 13 undone
Under the umindiing sEles,
Jf imnancense and gullt
Bafare you move to make
ne gesture of the heart or head, ( ¢ 2100 )

Moral eertsinly A mot within man's power of eouprehen.
sion., There is Ao moral judgment in asture, Jue cooeepts of good
and bad do not determine iife, ‘Good and bad' ar: 'two ways/Of soving
about your death' (GF 106). *umw*

And She wicked wish,

bown: the beglanaing of plants

And snimals and birds,

In east before you move. ( CP 208 )

beath passes no Judgsent ob vigues or actions of men.
The poet feels that everything 1s sotuated by tihw pover of love., Love
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is the moving forve in natures

ind all your deesds and words,
Sach truth, cseh lie,
Die in unjudziog Lave. ( oF 208 )

The gonse of alienation from socloly poses o problem
for Thomas, Iu bis offort S0 ashisve Light e strives Lo overcowe
this ssnse of Lsolation. Man need each osher in order Go be Gheaselves,
e grentest degros of saturity snd independsnce cun be aelieved only
W oaving setisfaetory relationsidps with others. Zhomus desirves to
overcame bis sense of allenstion W heving produetive relatedosss o
othersy; LUt e is afvald and Goeer-aln of hdmself, The productive ro.
Lationship of Love with othors bedps Ghe realisation of one's self.
Lhe poet acuSely fecls that iis soeisl alienssion lapedes his self-
realisation, but he Ly Rot sure of hiw gosition. ‘e term “sosisl”
L asbiguous, ... oon sow "soeletal” snd "interpersonsl”, “Soelal
Asolation® esn tims be comstrued both in the sense of the sbsenow of
mmmauu.—-ww
tlon Cros the norms, values, and eulture of oue's soplety,®  Both
the sanges are true of Vhosss,

Ihe isclation of the individual, one charecteristle
these of Tventy-five Yoems, is expressed in hgea An the Surreta hear
(CF 53-50), The poem was origically published with the title “Uare
I*t 1o Join QUioocen's dMesily, ey 1934 (Vol. XXKI, Ho. 786). ibe
isolated spirit is deseribed in the fors of a Sower wileh is resisting
e ahslaught of ww outside world, fMwre ls uo gouunlsy between the
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self and the outside world, The self finds isclation painful while the
external world is unkoown and full of doubts and fears, From the Sen.

Shall I unbolt or stay
Alone Sill the day L aie, (o o8 )

The self seeks to gome out of isolation fate Light.
ALL nrves S0 serve the suny

Toe rive of Light. (oM S0u0 Ghe aecrank sun, 0F o6)

%% be post iy Sommentsd by & feeling of wneercalnty. Ue is
uadecided whelber W move sway {pom his solipslatie asticude or %o ascept
She objective social vorlid. Sefore tacing any declislon e must uow
wisther Bands Lokd ‘polscn’ of desth or ‘grepes’ of Life.

Hands of the stranger asad holds of the sidpe,
Hold you polpon or grapes? (GF &)

Ihe sense of isalation snd o loaging for pelationship,
found in Zops 44 She Sarpets hear, have brod the bosutifel Lyric da
Axlag By seaasnd (OF 82), publfiched f1i:st in Males, Autuss 1937 (So.dh
The incomprabensidle matur: of the unlvorse ovorvhelas the heart that
Lougs for ereative relationsuip with others or release in death. Two
lovers Lie in tiw "yellow grave of sand and gea', 'a sovereiga swrip'
eat off from Che land by high tide, and call for 'one colourced calm’
that 'should’ cure thedir ilis snd recoscile all disharmony, 'Stould’
speaks of a stade of uncertalnty ia She mind of the lovers. Znds 43 a
gensral tragle condition of wan in the fage of Lupenetrable mystiery of
existenoe. “ile feuls that She only oure for his "ills of the water'
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is the ‘ocne-coloured calm' of deathh, On the other side is his Living
Pesistance %o this impulse, his "ecalling for colour', his capacity
%0 hear 'the heavenly musle,’ to know love aad besuty within pain
“M‘MMMIM“‘-““
tenme which will not anmul his identity in death.” The lovers Lie
wateldng the 'golden wesnther', 'wish for wind to blow wway/The strats
of the share and drown red rook', The "red rock' is the symbal of
sterility, human suffering, and death. ZTemporarily the *golden
veathor' may come. 5Sut we caanot 'fend off roek arvival®, There wre
forves beyend the control of msan, The inability to solve the aystery
of exigtence induces the desire So Lis 'by seassnd, wetehing yellow/
Md the grave ses, mook and deride/Wno follow the red rivers' (0P 88).

Uoe way of overcoming alienstion 1s orescivity, another
conaltaent. homas's pootic ereation 1s & way of coping with %, a
Seshe of coming o terms wish the world, a means of mastering death,
Bafore a poem Gakes birth, the poet undergoes great ageny. He writes
u-mnm.mu.uumcmu-. Thds effort
b¥ings greater seif-avarcness.

The thems of Ssposially vhen the Ogtober wind (CP 1617)
is poetry and the writing of & poes. “he posm waps writien when
Thomas vas twenty. Thomas celebrates oreative sect, and thls cresti.
vity is & defianee of death, ZThis birthday poem reminds the poet of
Geath, Extomal nature gives intimations of death Go him, e views
everytuing in Serms of woods, vowels, and speeches.
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Some let me weke you of the vowslled besches,
Some of She oaken velces, from the roots

Of many & thormny sidre Sell you notes,

Some lot we sake you of the water's spesciws. (CF 18)

As & poet lhomas tries to bring external reality within
the orbit of words, The barricrs Detwesn the poet and the extemmal
gethle torms. e esmotions of e poet are Ldentified with the werdd
of sature. o e bussn forme wad vegetable world have intercuangeable
avtricutes.

Gn the borison walking Like the trees
ibe wordy shmpes of women, mnd the rove
OF the star.gestured shildren in the park., ( CF 18 )

Esol ayllable is a drop of heart's bood of the sufferiog post stru.
sgiing for expression. The poet is shut in a ‘tower of woods'(OF 16)
Looking for ao outlet. ilo is aware of the sufferings of other Lives
and places of whitoh e is an observer and not a partieipant. e hears
the 'notes’ that 'She roote/df sany a thorny shire tell' (CF 16).
"Ihorns’ is associated with the Ldeas of saerifice snd sufferisg, ed
is Shus relovant to the poet who suffers and sheds “syllacde blood".
iatisavions of death are in e "frosty Cingers', 'orabling sun,'
raven's ‘cough in winter sticks' (GF 16). ‘'winter sticks' are trees
bare of lLoaves:. e “wagging clock/Sells me the hour's word' (CF 18).
Time *tells the windy westher in the cock' (CPF 16), msaning desth in
he cook which is a Life giving, Life-awakening sywbol.
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Zhe sigoal grass that tells we all I know

brosits with She wormy winter through the eye.

Some Let me tell you of the reven's sing, (CF 18)

‘Hoadow's signe', 'sigual grass’ show the prosess of
growth and decay, of the ‘comiag fury' (OF 17) of wiater. Thds is the
significant truth of Life widoh the poet soens % roalise mnd inSends
% eabody in kis poetry,

u—mmmmwam-rs
s questioning mind probed Lato the truths of art and religlon, In
ioe Spire Crones (GF 56), first sublished in duleg, “ereh 1008 (Novd),
the poet axpresses the relation of sell %o world, of art %o Life, Thw
poet tries to find a way out of self.sbsorbilon, self.enclosure, and
seeks uninhiovited self-eaprossion, fhe image of & spire sbands for
the groative self of the poot and birds wad bells Yor posms. Tinded)
sigyests Ghat this ‘spire’, aspiring, ani ervative, is holy phallus
and the post's holy Sower of wards and ‘curved’, 'nq'.-l
'm*nhmu!ul—-uﬂu“

From the stone aegt 46 does ool let the feathery

Garved Lirds blunt Shelr striking throsta on She salt
graval, (CP 88)

The poet contrasts the Living virds with the artifieial,
oarved birds, ‘Carved birds' do not feel the joy and dangers of free
flight in nature., Zhomas feels a revulsion against suy restristive
foree, whethor moral, roligious, secial, or sesthetie, Lhat probibits
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frov seifec pession or unrestrioted experiensing of reality. Iie
asplring, Adving birds dive from taedr spire %o bASe the "solt gravel'
or ‘pleree the apilt sky with diving wing' (CF 38).

Jump bask

To the dullt voloe, or fly with vinter So the bells,

Pat do not traval down dumb wind like prodigals.
{ GF B8)

h-nudhnnluunsmm.“lnn'
elthor "Jusp bask So She bullt vales' of thelr ercator, or fly out
escaplng She prison of selfl o the wiator of rFeality in true oumsund.
od Sheir wind is ‘cuad’.

SRea AL das e coleds ol sl (CF 89), erlgloslly
mnuhu—m‘ﬁhmo”hﬁ
styie of lucmag's witlng of poetery,  lepeeforth lhomas will et
slaply bo conoerned with the assthetie appedl of words bus with eon.
his esrly physiologieal images, Lut he grows self.conselous slout
thems ZThere is an exponsion of hisg self.asvarencss., e will sbandon

Ihe gentle seaslides of saying I wust undo. (CF 89)
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The poet will undo his psst by writing new poetry. Sut his future
say equally be undons by his new poetis practise.

o _shall sy aclasl (OF 91.92), first published in
Sciberign, October 1838, is anothor importsat poss onb making o posi.
How shall animal shaped in the brain of the ‘eavemnous siull', the
sent of corruption and joy, of horror sad eostasy (‘vessel of sbsce-
sses and omiltation's shell'), ‘dndure burial undor the spelling
wall' (GF 90)% 'Rurial' in the printed fors L& coming Anto Light
from & "dark den' (CGF 92), Thare should be & sonfiist betwesn the
fieree, vital sWUfT and the ‘outalde wosthers' of reality, between
Ghe conseious and the uonssiols, betwesn the self wnd external world,
bafare & posn Sakes & "wisard shape' (CF Bl). Without » rapport
betwesn tie lovoled, vigal, and uabamed esoticoal foree, drudken 'as
& vineyard sonil, Sslied Like an cclopus' (CF 90), ad tue intellect
aad Teallty, e alorgeoanie visisn of the ‘weldrd eyes' of & poet
Canaot comprelead the mecrogoam in o posm, Creatisa involves Lhe
wadon of appasites, of coupling at "sidnight biase' (CF 91) shat
Selts hesd sid henrt, wid the unkon of male and female priseiples.
Unton and confliet of opposites, 'Love and Labour and «ilL/In quick,
gweet, erusl light (CP 91) of externsl reslity are necessiry for the
sprouting and bursting of Life from the ‘lovked ground' (CP 91) amd
the Lleok sea.

Thomas will engege all hbe senses wd fish (*I with &
Living sicein,/Togue and onr in Uw thread', (OE) in 'the teaple-
bound/Curi-looked wid animsl osvepools of spells and bone' (CP 81) for
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the substange of his postey. Once the fury of the vital souff or
ocotopus caught ia eranial bowl is mastered, the poet applies his cold,
sly, oritisal solassors to it to transfors it 1a%o o posm. Zhe fury
of the beast, 'the rant of the fieree eye', "the gesture of breath'
(CP 82), ure lopped and clipped.

de dry, rest robbed, ay beast. cr 92)
Ihe poss, imaged as ‘love hewn in plilars' with ‘caved bird, salas,
and sun' (OF 92) will drop down. Uut of the “dark den' of She womb
we smerge 1o the sun, and death 1g impliedt in Life,

You have coked from a dwrk dong Leaped uwp the
whinnging Light,

And dug your grave in ay bWwosst, (CF wa)

Ihe tmages of the pous show the progression of tis poem's ordgin Crom
ths head to the heart, from dacvicness %o Light.

firot puilished 1a il aid iekiers Ro-lM, Ootober
1945, in By oreft or swllen et (OF 128) Ls an luportant poom en the
writing of posiey. in bls ideal devotiocn te art the poet is & soli~
tary oraftssen tolling st uls trade, Mo writes 'not for asbition o
bread/Or the strut and trade of cbarms/On the ivory stagos',

Hound the griefs of She ages,

Who pay no praise or wages

lor eed my oraft or ars, (Cp 123)
WU-ﬂ.bm-ﬁwmumomq,
Toomas writeg, Thomas finas ils redemption in the writing of poetay.
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Thomas coaselosaly strives © come out of daskmogs iato
Uphty Tho malking of a pootsy pavalisl to the bisth of a ohild, fe
sosthot leally coming to ligtte Jlalon snd Posver (@ 17-148), ke
Jamx cralt or a0l wite ts o poew of Tonas e neture porlod It was
pudidaned in Joolmp, Jen oty 1045 Vith the help of cMild md poem
the poet howe stwiggles to erowe froe ordginel dasimess to the loly
nmuru Wogis soms the ligit ® videh eMid, pooty end pom
agoand,

A oiild is wwm 'In the Mth Woody wae' (F 1Me e Ls
the all conswring flmme of love thet umsdown the haydorn, *tiv wall
tin a8 & went g hone? (O IW), that provemte the Maessed Mgt of e
'-lﬂtvg-- (r 1)y The "Gasdlor of lmeven® 15 the mn, and
wlm Son,

ind %o vingoed wall (s tom
iy hde torrid erown
o bright

LR (> wm)

™o oifla ls *tho finding one® (@ 2D)e The ' finding ono'
o A he vin socke out the lost gouls and saves than Shwough He
"wound'y I dlog ®r tiv love of the fullen wordd, The poet flics in
e (> 10), the Blee of love, bh“w |
hs vorma/Minda my/Cry® (@ 10, o poot 1ies Yoreuched® *in tie
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sheine of Chelgt!s *Mastng/Broast! (P WD velting D sbisth Mo
filpht will bo ‘woundeward® (@ AD, tova-ds Mrlsty townrds saddlfloe

Thomas is reluotant to be saved Yy lighty Uo reguosts thet
the oMl vip *lonms now the sm and moon' be retumed *to the bisth
Woody room/Medind the wall® s veen' bofow Mo loams to eposky 'befbre
the 1%pe Nlase o Moo (@ 344). "In tie nese of the wanton lostt
(& M0 » prays She ol

Mt iw lot tin dopd Ao though they o
for ha brdaed hande %o odet Shae
o the ghelne of hMa vorld® s wvound

Ak ¢
e leart Some, (o s

sires the desimoss of desth is ecnfbrtoiley e Mwrth poes of Pest XX
olaho matos the desk would, ‘Torever falilng night? is & hown countey
"o the leglonAt decpord (& D), Those dlosp e & not want o
ke md aien/Mr the counbey of death Lo the lnart's slwe® (& M),
Though Tmouy in Me stote, ‘conven lasews® soumes on holelf of oll tie
dondy tho *GaluglngAdeh®® (O ) of remarmection, The poot prays |
again *In tie nume of the uwnbom/md tie uwdesirors® (@ M7) to muke
the 0id1d' s martyndoe & naturel cney |
May the ovimson

am ®in s grew gy
ad the oolour of oday

S uwon Me satysin, (0 W9



Tho e finally fndo cut e lost poots

I tum the comes of prgoer md um
s o Wossing of the mdés
amy In o nowe of the dumod
1 wuld tam back and nn
® tho Mésn lma

q*ﬁ:ﬁ -

B Ry (towmwm)

Tioene midts to the Li® Mmoo and to the coooupt of secr!fletel Loves

tie pragords s (O A0 )

-ﬁﬂﬂmm-muw-l ol e
tcal grece, @ fmsgo not of notality it of cdivetiong®  Tiv ented

thwe of Tomads pootey Lo Me stmigole Shwough dedknogs to Mgity Ms

pogroge fom devk vomd to tho Light of noony e thone plage ite wile
s Salcn ol Bagep e poot somes cut of the Yimown dod® (@ M)
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nee 1t was the colowr of saying
Hoaked my tabhle the ugiier side of & hill.
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